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The Devon Historion, vol. 78. 2009, pp. 3-8,
Mormons in nineteenth-century north Devon

Peter Christie

The transcription of the Devon Religious Census of 1851 shows the usual mix of
Church of England churches and nonconformust chapels. vet amongst them are
one or two odditics, the most unexpected of which nught well be the three
meeting rooms used by congregations of the Latter Day Saints or Mormons.'
The sect was cstablished in America in . with tts main base at Salt Lake City
only being founded in 1847, Of the three Devon locations one was m Plymouth
and two in North Devon - at East Down and South Molton. 1n a recent hook on
the geography of religion in Victorian Britain the authors note of the south-west
that Mormon congregations ‘were largely unrepresented’.” The Fast Down
group met in Wilham Lerwifl’s house. but no numbers of communicants are
given. The South Molton zroup used a room just 20 square foot in size in ihe
churchyard. yet claimed S0 atiendees at the aftemmoon service, These carly
Mormions must have been a rather exotic addition to the religious landscape of
nineteenth century North Devon, and not surprisingly they and their beliets were
remarked on in the pages of the North Devon Jowrnal. This author has wrilten
elsewhere about the strongly Methodist Lenor of the Jorrnal, 2o it should be no
surprise to find the newspaper was strongly anti-Mormon in tone.” A search of
the newspaper has revealed coverage spanning the years [848-38. and it is very
clear that the Mormons were more forcibly attacked than any other rcligious
sect, including the Catholics. This was prebably because of the extremely
shocking. to Victorizan moralists. practice of pelygamy, along with the perceived
blasphemous naturc of the Book of Mormon held by believers to be the word of
God.

The first notice of the sect came in October 1848 when ‘2 prophet of the
Latter-day Saint. or Mormonite” sect held forth in Ilfracombe on two days.” The
Jowrnal editor docs not seem to have known what to make of them. contenting
himself with saving "1t appears they have the fanatical impudence to tell the
world that there has been no Christianity in it for the last 1800 vears™ and “They,
of course. are the people now raised up 1o restore the primitive nstitution”. It
was to be another year before the Jowrnal published another reference to the
Marmons.” Tt came in the form of a letter from an unnamed North Devon vicar,
who passed on an anti-Mormon article from the Liverpool Moil which the
Journal then printed. intriguingly he started his letter 1 am induced by the
efforts which are now making in my parish and I belicve also in many other
villages. 1o draw off men from “the old path™ and “the good way” hy
endeavouring to persuvade them that the age of miracles has not ceased’. and
went on to accuse the Mormons of claiming (o be able to raise the dead.
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Another eight months passed before the third natice of the Mormons
appeared in the Journal® In August 1850 a news item from South Molton
recorded that " A body of this peculiar sect have lately beer formed in this town’
under a Mr Hanham. The report noted that this *minister’ had given two lectures,
one ‘in opposition to one delivered by the Rev. James Sutch in the Wesleyan
meeting a short time since on infant baptism’ and the other on ‘the false
tcachers, prophets and antichrists of the last days.” The South Molton
correspondent of the Jowrnal thought that *neither the reasoning of the lecturer
nor his style was satisfactory, or at all likely 1o make his ministrations popular’.

The lack of any further reference to the group over the next two years
suggests they were not that successful, and their claim of 50 numbers in 18S5]
could weli be an exageeration. In June 1852 the Jowrnal reprinted an article
from the Canadian newspaper by a Mr Harris, “who formerly belonged to the
office of this Jomrnal’, which was an outspoken attack on the sect and their new
communities in Utah.” According to Hartis the Mormons ‘seem to revel in
unbridled prodigality and licentiousness™ in their “Moderm Sodom’™. The Jowrnal
noted that ‘a branch of this vile confederation s formed™ i1 Barnstaple, but no
further details are given,

The next notice appears in November 1833 and continues the very negative
tone evident in the previous reference — as shown in the heading to the article —
"Mormon Delusions™.” Dared Hifracombe 11 records how Tobias Dalling *many
vears a masler sailmaker on the quay” went to Nowport in South Wales,
‘embraced Mormoenism® and travelied with his fanuly to Salt Lake City.
Apparently the settlement was “in a wrelched state of immorality and disorder’
where ‘Polvgamy is unrestrained”. The articte continues in this vein for some
time, but 1t 15 clear that it 13 the sexual aspects of Monmonism that most incensed
the wniter, a theme revisited to time and time again over the next five years.

Indeed the next article in January 1854 is one of the maost dismissive of all
those published by the Jowrnal” It came from the South Molton correspondent
who seemed (o have strong feelings about the new group. Headed “Mormonism’
it beams:

[t would be na honour to an encampment of Indians. or even a kraal ol Hottentors.
to say of it that the doctrines and disciples of Joc Smth and Polygam Young had
found a looting in ti: but it is a positive scandal to any village, fown, o1 even gipsy
tent 1o have to record such a thing of it in this country. This. however. it is our
humiliation to do.

The piece goes on to note how the sect had been established in the town ‘about
two vears ago’ and mentions a lecturer ‘styling mself” Dr Patrick. It appears
from this and preceding notices that Mormons had established themselves in
Bagnstaple, lfracombe and South Molton by the early 1850s. and in Junc 1854
the Journal was reporting a lecturc on ‘Mormonism’ by the Reverend S. Kent of
the Braunton [ndependent Chapel which suggesis they had made inroads in thal
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settlement t00."” As their influence grew the scomn directed at them increased.
judging from coverage in the Jownal,

A zood example of this can be seen from an article published in August
1854 from South Moiton."' Headed "The Marmonites Tea Party’ it recounts a
recenl meeting by the sect in their ‘mieeting room” in the town. Apparently their
‘orgies were worthy of Hottentots or New Zealand cannibals, and thetr filthy and
obscene conversation must not be represented on paper’. Following “the
exercises of devotion” the company ‘were called to histen o vulgar tales. and sull
more vulgar songs: fortune telling and conjuring varying the performances’.
Amongsi the ditties were Over the hitls and far ewvav. You must not buy tripe on
a Fridoy and Why do theve fleas torment me so? Such depravity led 1o the writee
asking ‘How is it that public marality. which is outraged thereby. docs not
mdignantly suppress these disgusting scenes of hypocerisy and blasphemy? . Not
all the news was bad for the correspondent. however. as they note that the sect
liad been ‘rooted outl from Bamstaple. by being discountenanced and execrated
by all right-minded persons’. If nothing else the Mormon meetings seem to have
been jolly affairs, though the mixing of religion and contemporary humorous
songs was clearly shacking to Victorian sensibilities. .

It was to be nine months before the Jowrnal again deigned to notice the
Mormons when the South Molton correspendent returned to the offensive in a
picce titled *The Morman Delusion’.”” They began by noting the “well known’
fact about the presence in the town af "a party professing the creed and
practicing the rites of that most extraordinary development of modem madness -
Mormonism’. The writer had somehow got hold of various letters between
‘Brother John Vickery™ and . H. Kelson and lohn Francis. the latler two being
President and Secretary of the South Molton Mormons respectively. Vickery had
nat attended the @wroup’s meetings on three accasions and had been asked to
explain himself. His reply was vituperative in the exireme atracking his co-
religionists as ‘children of the Devil’. Vickery had clearly had problems before
as he had been “dipped’ or bapiised into the group three times. the last being
“about three weeks since. when President Lunl. of Bristol, came down’. Al that
time ‘ning of us went to Park-house river. and were dipped by him. late at night.
about |1 o’clock before it was over’. He also noted that the meeting at which
‘vulgar® songs were sung ended at 5 am. in the morning — clearly an unusual
time for a nincteenth century rehigions meeting! Unfortunately there ts no
follow-up to this article and it can only be concluded that Vickery left the seel.
thaugh whether he was followed by the eight other persons baptised is unknown.

Only twg months later, however. ‘One of the itinerant imposters who
acknowledge Joe Smith as their “spirftual head’ ~was preaching in the open at
Derby an industrial working class suburb of Bamstaple™.'” At this date Derby
was perceived as a haunt of re'er-do-wells, prostituies and the indolent, this
explaining the newspaper comment about the preacher, ‘tie certainly chose a
most congenial sphere for disseminating the doctrines of polygamy and the other
immoeralities and blasphemies which compose the Marmon faith’. Evidently the
aroup was making a renewed effort to atlract converts in Bamstaple and. as
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usual al this date. were targeting members of the working class, though as
mainstream religious leaders found it hard cnough to attract adherents in Derby
it is doubtful if the Mormons made any noticeable headway. In the absence of
any further local news the Jowrnal next reprinted an anti-Mormon article from
the Bristel Mercury in April 18567

In December of that year 2 charge was preferred at the South Molton Petty
Scsstong by John Kelson “one of the “elders™ of the Latter-day Saints™ against
o young men. Matthews and Cotty. for disturbing his congregation one
Sunday in November.”™ There was a legal query as to whether the room used by
his congregation was actually licenced as a place of worship. and although
Kelson produced a document he quickiy ‘offered lo give wp all further
proceedings on defendants paying 3s cach costs. which they immediately did".
Clearly the Mormons felt confident enough to cxercise their legal nght to be
recogmized as a proper religious group subject 10 and protected by the law.

Indeed thetr evangelical fervour seems to have been burning bright around
this time as two “apostles of that vile sect of imposters who acknowledge Joc
Smith as their founder” preached in Bickington just outside of Barnstaple.™
Apparently they were listened 1o “patiently’ and promised to return — which
caused the journahst covering the story 1o suggest “it would senve them right if
on the nexi occasion thev were invited to perform thewr ablutions in a
neighbouring horsepool’. o

Only weeks later another Mormon preacher staged an open-air miceling in
Taw Vale Parade. Bamnstaple.’ Whether this was successhul or not is left
unstated. but the (celings of the reporter recording the meeting were made clear
when he wrote of the Mormons that they “have tfounded a colony. where females
are made the victims of the unbridled licentiousness of coarse-minded wretches
who there bear rank’. From the coverage it would appear the writer had not
actuallyv heard the address but could not resist using the occasion Lo vent his
spleen about the sect,

In January 1858 what | take to be one of the sons of Tobias Dalling (sce
reference note 8) ccturned to Tlfracombe rom Satt Lake City on an evangelical
mission (o attract new converls — a pattern that continucs today.'” The unnamed
voulh. accompanied by another, began preaching on lfracombe Quay. bul was
loudly heckled by a ship’s captain named Wilhiams who demanded to know
“how many wives Brigham Young had?". The voung preacher ~fought shy’ of
answering and Williams then spoke of “two voung women. named Tuckfield.
who had lived in Ufracombe, and who had gone out from Swansea to the Salt
L.ake, both of whom had been murdered’. On this the crowd who had gathered
went into the nearby Bethel and ‘listened 1o something more for their soul’s
good from the Rev. Thomas Hulme. Wesleyan minister’.

nterestingly the Jowrnal article finished by noting that the two Momons
had been “ordered home to Utah, to take part in the coming siruggle with the
forces of the United Stales’. a reference to the *Utah War® of 1837-8 between the
Mormons and a 5.500 strong US military force. The two young men evidently
icft for Liah. as apart from 1two very generalised artacks no further references to
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the sect have been found over the next 20 years in the pages of the Jowrnal:
although it is clear that not all of them left, as recorded in a serics af small items
some 42 years later. In December 1900 the Jowrnal noted the presence in Cerdiff
Workhouse of one James Torrington aged 103. a native of North Molton in
Devon.” He bad been a blacksmith in South Molton for 28 vears before moving
to Monmouthshire and then to Cardiff. A follow-up article the next week added
the fact that “James used at one time to worship at the meeting room of the Tatier
day saints held at a now dismantled roam in the churchyard immcediately below
the Congregational church™ In May 1942 the Jonrna! reported that 101 vear old
{xi¢} lames “formerly a follower of the Mormons™ had died m the \\orkhoust
thus closing the nincteenth-century history of the sect in North Devon.”
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Appendix
The 1851 Census of population for north Devon has been searched. locating five
of the paople named in this articte. Whether Withiam Lerwill was a Marmon or
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Just the registered owner of thetr meeting room in Euast Down is unclear, but as
his socto-economic standing was so different to the other Mormons the latter 1s
likely. Tt 15 intriguing that Edward Banham lists his occupation as “Mormon
Elder’ (aged 237). as if he was supported financially by the local Mormon
congregation it does suggest the sect was pretty well organised in South Moiton,
and that perhaps their claims in the 1831 Religious Census were not that
exaggerated.

Table 1: Enfries fram the 1851 Cengus of popuiation.

ilfracombe. & Regent Place

Tobias Dalling Head  Married 62 Mariner b. Hiracombe
Mary Wife Married 60 b. Hfracombe
Betscy Dau.  Un. 21 Dressmaker b. Hiracombe
East Down, Matiox Down Howse

Wilhiam Lerwill  Head Married 46 Landed proprictar b Kentisbury
Mary - Wife Married 38 b. Combe Martin
Jahn Son  Un. 16 Farmer's son b. East Down
Beisey Dau. 13 Farmer's davghter b East Down
Witham Son {0 Scholar h. Cast Down
Thomas Son 7 Scholar b. East Down
Grace Dau. 3 b East Down

Plus 2 servants

South Molton. East Street

Edward Hanham  Head Married 23 Mormon Elder b. Batcombe. Somwersct

Janc - Wife Married 29 Wife of Elder b. U'pton Noble, Somerset
Soueh Molton, Fast Street

lohn Francis LodgerMarried 25 Tailor b, South NMolton
South Molton. Towns End

lames Torrington  Head  Married 43 Blacksmith b. North Molion
Ann Wife Married 44 b. Bow

lohn Son  Un. 26 Roper’s man b. North Molen
Mary Ann Dau. 17 Sercant b. Nortk Molon
Susan Dau, 15 Servant b. North Molion
Riwoda Dau. 13 Servant b. South Mation
James Son 10 Scholor b South Mallan
Philip Son & Scholar h. South Maltan
William Son 3 b. South Malion

Peter Christic has been studving and writing about aspects of North Devon
histery for over 30 vears now. He is just about to publish his (3th and 14th
books on the subject. He was the Reviews Editor of The Local Historian for 14
vears, 1s a town and district councillar. and has been Mayor of Bideford twice.






photograph 0 the Tiverion Gazetre & East Devon Hervald of 31 January 1833
marked its completion.'

A feature of this and other similar improvements was the operation of a
relief scheme originated by Councillor F.V. Voysey. adopted by Devon County
Council and supported by Tiverton RDC. (o help agricultural workers
unemploved due to the depression. The County Council provided £8.000 for
such schemes throughout Devon which gave work to those who would othenvise
have been forced to apply for parochial relief.

Stmilar works reported as being in hand at the bme were: ncar Huntswell
Farm. Stoedleigh: Kerswell Cross, Hockworthy: Gibbet Moor Cross, Stoodleigh:
and Ruffwell junction. Silverton. Schemes were scheduled for Pigsfoot.
Halberton: on the Ponsford road. Cullompton: near East Butterleigh. Butterleigh:
Guddiford Hill. Kentisheare: and at Borden Gate. Clayhanger.

The surveyor reported that in the current week 29 men were being
emploved. probably to increase ta 36 n the coming month. Mr Warren said:

The men employed are working well. and they appear to appreciate the work which
is offered to them. In some cases the men have to travel 7 or & miles to the job. but
as vet they have not complained in any way.” ‘

The response from landowners in reply to applications for permission to
make the alterations was said 1o have been “most gratifying’; in practically every
case consent had been readily given.

Relocating the Way improvement on todav’s busy “over the hills” Tiverion-
Cullompton road was not difficult. The fencing is sull there, although partly
obscured by brambles and other vegetalion. However, other safety measures are
now provided by ‘GIVE WAY" signs and dotted white lines on the junctions of
the side roads.

During those earlier vears many of Devon's rural roads were subject fo
flooding. at fords and inadequate bridges. While footbridges might be available
for pedestrians. and horse tralfic could generally negotiate the crossings. motor
vehicles frequently faced hazards.

My father was responsible for buldimg several bridges in Tiverton District.
One of these was Rull Bridge. Uffeulme. Proposed by Uffeulme Parish Council
in 1624, the watercourse involved a stream nising in the Blackborough hills at
‘Draught Well'. Sheldon. a iributary of the River Culm. At Rull there was
previously a ford which i winter frequently flooded. cutting off Blackborough
and Ashill from Culmstock and Hemvock except by a devious detour. The RDC
was approached on Lhe prospect of a bridge and after consideration, and with
parish and Ministry of Transport support. building began in 1925,

After the start difficulties ensued. due 1o an exceptionally frosty winter and
very heavy floods, causing delays. But by carly 1926 the tron and concrete
bridge wag complete, spanning the stream by R8s (reinforced steel joists) built
o concrete abutments, at a cost of £360.















The Devon Historian, vol. 78,2009, pp. 13-20.
Thorncombe’s 1644 mortality crisis
Eve Higgs

According fo its parish register, between Junc 1644 to September 1644 bunals in
the former Axminster Hundred parish of Thorncombe increased to a total of 46.'
This compares with 28 and 27 over the same period of months in 1643 and 1645
respectively, and suggests a possible mortality crisis. In order to justify furiher
mvestigation into posstble causes. the first task 15 (o cstablish whether there are
reasonable grounds for such a crisis given that ‘even modest random
fluctuations... can generate spurious crises thereby overstating the frequency of
crises in small parishes compared to larger ones™

The mean number of christenings. marriages and burials recorded in the parish
register for Thomcombe between 1551 and 1839 totals 61 per annuwim, and defines
Thomcombe as a small parish. It is statistically insigmificant, 100 being the
acceptable minimum  for the purposes of quantitative analysis. But® by
amalgamating data from thec ncighbouring parish of Chardstock an the Devon
border. the mean rises to 115, Burial figures for Thorncombe and Chardstock for
1630-1630 confirm the occurrence of a peak in burials in 1644 with a combined
total of 77 {Fig. 1). Stavustical material identifying Thormmcombe's 1644 mortality
crisis is drawn from a major study initiated in the 1960s by the Cambridge Group
for the History of Population and Structure. The Group's consolidation and
analysis of the christenings, mamages and burials records of 404 English parishes
was first published in 1981 m Wrgley and Schofield’s standard work The
popnlarion history of England 1541-1871: A reconstruction. and subsequently in
database format in 1988
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While highlighting the dangers of misinterpreting random  fluctnations.
Wriglev and Schafield also argue thai given the relative stability of population
size in smait conumunities during short periods. an increase in burial numbers can
be a rehiable wentifier of a local crisis. in Thomceombe's case useful data for the
seventeenth century survives. The 1660 Poll Tax return, complete apart from the
total. names 112 taxpavers. This correlates with the 1674 Lady Day Hearth Tax
return. It lists 106 individuals liable for tax and 94 paupers. Applying Alldndge’s
recommended multiplier of 4.5 10 reach an estimated adult population gives a wial
of 900.” Thorncombe's tatal for the 1676 Comptan Census. a survey of Anglicans
and dissenters based on three 1669 conventicles returns, 1s 883, Given the
relatively mstgnificant differential of less than 2% between these figures, the
evidence suggests population stability, enabling the following investigation into
the possibic contributory factors that led 1o Thorncombe's 1644 mortality crisis.

The pansh of Thomcombe was and remains a sccluded rural seitlement
lacated in @ vale below Blackdown Hill in the West Dorset borderlands. abutting
East Devon and South Somerset. In 1644 the 4.896 acre parish was part of the
Axnunster Hundred in Devon. Tts boundarics were delinealed by the River Axe o
the aorth and west. the Blackwater River in the south and the Syndertord River in
the cast. Twenty-first century Thorncombe retains its  seventeenth-century
structure and boundaries. Habitation is concentrated around the village. radiating
outwards from the church at its centre. It two gentry seats. Forde Abbeyv and
Sadborow Hall. owned a substanual proportion of the parish i 1644, The village
is surrounded by isolated farms and houses scattered across open countryside,
Several structures date back to the seventeenth century. Further concentrated
habifation is found in the outlying hamlets of Hewood and Holdiich. Like
neighbouring panshes in Marshwood Vale. Thomcombe's commercial activities
are likely 10 have embraced sheep farming. dairy products. hemp and flax
production, and various processes related to woollen cloth production.” Out of 36
scventeenth-century Thormcombe wills isted on The National Archives website,
four individuals are hushandmen, nine are yeomen, and five are involved in the
woollen industry.

Writing i 16400 west-country  antiquanian  Tristram  Risdon described
Thorncombe as being ‘full of combes. so s subiect to thorns and brers (if
mmanurance docs not prevent ity unto which it is naturally pmne’."' Application of
fertilisers to improve crop vields is a feature of devclopments Iin seventeenth-
century agriculiure. The trend for Devon and Dorset and surviving deeds and
marriage settlenmients from the carly madem period suggest that by the 1644 most
of the land in the parish had been enclosed by local landowners, driven by
commercial considerations of improvement and exploitation.” England and Wales’
estimaled population increased from between 2.5 and 3 mithon in 1500 to 5.8
million in 1704, The expanding market for food. materials and consumer products
was served by a network of specialist markets in the arca, Cattle markels were
held at Crewkerne and Chard. Leather and cloth was sold on llminster market.
Bridport market specialised in linen and hemp. Cheese and butter went to Yeovil.*
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Produce was transported from the arca by road and sca to the growing
conurbations of Bristol. Cardifl’ and London. As a result of enclosures, small-scale
farming declined and the numbers of men and women secking paid work on the
land increased. Supply exceeded demand. Rates of pay for agricultural labour
were well below subsistence levels. leading to severe financial hardships among
‘the fourth class’, of day and farm labourers. Wages were controlled centrally by
the local justices. [n Devon in 1634 they were increased by 25% to 55 3 week from
the 4s in 1594, Meanwhile tood prices had risen by 30% over the same period.”

Rural poverty was a nationwide problem. Writing wn Considerations touching
frade with the advance of Kings revenne 1641 a government official observed
that *the fourth part of the inhabitants of most of the parishes of England are
miscrable poar people. and {harvest time oxceptedi are withoul subsistence™."”
Given that 46% of the population of Thoracombe were listed as paupers in the
1674 Hearth Tax return, and that populations in small communitics tended to be
stable during this period, there are reasonable grounds for suggesting that a
significant proportion of Thomeombe's population was dependent on poor relief.
Due to cnclosures it was unable to earn a hving wage or to support itself from
subsistence farming. .

If most of the land in Thomcombe was given over ta sheep and dairy farming.
and pasture for fodder and hemp and flax growina. |ls _population i gencral was
particularty vulnerable to fluctuations i wheat prices.'” Poor hanvests meant high
prices throughout Western Europe. which precluded imports. The result was
national shortages of wheat and high food prices. particularly bread. the staple of
the poor. The knock-on effect was recession as demand for consumer products
such as woollen goods fell. Those emploved in spinning. dveing and weaving.
such as the Thorncombe piece-workers. would have been adversely affected
therefore.’” 1630 had seen a particulariy bad English barvest. Although wheat
prices dropped during the next 15 vears. indicators of toed prices via commodities
such as poultry. rabbits and dairv products show they were are sull relatively hgh
in 1644, The evidence suagests that farmers. unable to afford {ced. sold otf their
stock: for example, between 1644 and 1645 the price of eggs increased by 26%
due 1o reduction in numbers of laying birds. The inevitable outcome of high food
prices was a weak undernourished population.

Weather was a root cause of poor harvests as well as poor health. During the
seventeenth century England was in the arip of the chimatic extremes. Floods or
drought were a characteristic of sumimers during what has become known as the
Mini Ice Age. in the harvest vear 1644-3 the price of wheal increased by 8%
which suggests that during the summer of Thorncombe’s mortality crisis while the
sun shone it was also wet. The price of spring sewn oats increascd by 19%0 The
winter of 1644 was therefore probably d| v and cold and spring was frosty. making
the ground oo hard to sow the seed'” Weakened by malnutrition. and the cold
winter and damp summer of 1644, the resistance of Thorncombe’s parishioners to
disease was further undermined.

Statistically market towns have an above average incidence of monality crises
during this period. As well as a weekly markei. Thorncombe also had an annual
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Easter Tuesday fawr. [n 1644 it fell on 22 March. Burials in Thorncombe began to
climb in April. Duc to nulitary activities linked to the Civil war local moriahty
crises in the south-west are statistically higher between April and October 1644,
Disease endemic in both armies ofien spread into local populations. In 1644 the
port of Lyme, 13 miles from Thomcombe. was a strategically important
Parliamentarian garrison. Given that Thorncombe was for the puritans, soldiers
fromn the garrison may have patronised Thomcombe’'s Easter Tuesday market and
spread the contagion into the ¢ivilian population. On 20 April the Rovalists, under
the command of Prince Maurice. laid siege Lo Lyme and mounted a determined
assault lasting scveral weeks, By early summer the town was in desperate straits,
and Earl of Essex’s army set out from Blandford Forum on 13 June to relieve
Lvme. Before Essex’s armnival Prince Maunce withdrew to Exeter. Essex marched
his troops through the Axe valley to Taunton and enwards inte Cornwall.
Subscquently  Essex’s army caused an epidemic of “sweating sickness™ at
Tiverton.”

The source of this information i1s Creighton’s Hisrory of epidemics. Although
it was first published in 1891, it is stil] regarded as a standard work. even though
the author makes ‘hazy distinctions between typhus and other diseases™.’® Drawing
on contemporary sources. Creighton describes the progress of an cpidemic that
was spread into the population of Oxford and its environs by the Prince Rupert
and Essex’s armies it 1643, Hostilities in Oxfordshire commenced in April, so
there was an almost identical timeframe o Thomcombe's 1644 cnsis. The
sviaptoms changed month by month. Fever and diaharrea were followed by
weakness and convulsions. About midsummer “the diseasc betraved its malignant
eruption of welks and spots™. By avtumn the epidemic had nearly run iis course.
The symptoms were less severe, and fewer died. With the onset of winter it
vanished. Creighton suggests it may have been a ‘lesser plague’.

Burials in Thomcombe began to climb in May 1644, following the withdrawal
of Prince Maurice and Essex's troops. Cause of death is not given in the
Thomcombe parish register. Deaths of named women have been cross-referenced
with christenings for the same period. None of the women appear to have died as a
resull of childbirth, nor are there any infant mortalities. But there are three
incidences of individuals sharing the same sumame dying within days of each
other during this period, suggesting contagion. Others listed may be related. but
only a fanmly reconstitution exercise would provide further evidence. Among
them is an unnamed solider who was buned on 27 June. Burial numbers diminish
from Qerober onwards with none taking place i December. which reficcets the
pattern of the 1643 Oxfordshire epidemic (Fig. 2).

Thus, as has been shown. Thomcombe's momality crisis was not a ‘random
fluctuation”. While no specific primary source material has been traced. statistical
evidence hoked o circumnstantial evidence suggests that the hikely cause was the
same lethal combination of factors. These factors were consohdation of
landholdings into the hands of powerful individuals (resulting in loss of amenity
for subsistence fanoers). a low wage economy. climate change, poor hanvests,
high food prices. malnutrition, economic recession. civil war and epidemic.
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Eve Higgs retired (carly) to Thomcombe (988 following a chequered carcer
embracing publicity and public relations, arts administration and second-hand
bookseiling. Initial explorations into sense of place via print-making not only
aggravaled her RSI but resulted in Eve discovering local record oftices. This
whetted her appetite for investigating Thomcombe’s neglected distant past, and
resulted 1n her undertaking a programme of formal study. Eve is completing the
Distance Learning Advanced Diploma in Local History at Oxford University's
Department for Continuing Education. and this article draws upon work
undertaken for that course.






How these three administrations interacted to farm the “local government’ of
the arca is a subject that has not been explored in any depth. Were there strictly
cstablished lines of responsibility. or were the boundaries blurred with various
financial aspects inter-refated? An investigalion using the accounts of the
churchwardens and the *Governors of Goods of the Church'. and the accounts of
the Portreeves of Harton Borough on the payments to rincrant travellers may
give an insight into how much co-operation existed. The manorial estates and the
manorial borough under the Dynham’s heirs would be co-existing, and have in
place management comprising the likes of steward, bailiff and courts.

The first known ledger of the church accounts runs from [597-1706. and is
a combination of the ‘Governors of Goods of the Church’ and the
Churchwardens’ accounts, Their income was derived from the rate collections
each vear.” tagcther with a small and irregular sum from gifts, sales of scais in
the church and minor rades. The churchwardens™ income was largely from the
Governors™ account, but alsa fram bequests either as money or gifts, such as
sheep 1o be sold off. Both bodies kept their accounts scparately, but eventually a
combined set was produced from 1664 for presentation to the Rural Dean.” The
average income and expenditure for the church ever the period was £34-18-5
and £31-19-1 per annum respectively.

The composition of church and borough organisation were very similar, with
cach having a body of governors. The church had twenty-four ‘Governors of
Goods of the Church™: from these, four were chosen to be in office for a four-
vear period. One of these four was then sclecled as a Receiver for twelve
months. and the position rotated through the four year peniod of office. There are
occasions when a receiver stayed in office for a second year, especiatly if they
were involved in complex parish affairs. Two churchwardens were elected cach
year. one for the parishioners and a second for the minister. and up to six people
were appeinted as gather collectors.”

The operation of the accounting system for the church is rather complex,
running from April of cach vear: it is not such as the modem. profit and loss
system. The money collected from the rates in the gathers was passed into the
receiver's account for the church. The success of the rate collection was vanable
and frequently the accounts show cotries for arrerages (sic) due and being paid.
The consequence of this is that the tallied income could vary constderably each
vear. On the culmination of the four year rotation often a balancing of the
account was undertaken and the ‘church stock’ was increased or decreased
accordinaly. There are entries n the church accounts indicating where men of
substance. usually a governor, agreed to lend money to cover shorlages. the
amount being repaid when funds allowed or were i some cascs reclassified as a
gift. The churchwardens operated their own account and ofien ran at a loss. This
was made good from the receiver's account. and on any occasion when a profit
occurred then the same was paid to the receiver. The governors mainly came
fram the primary farming families and contained men of wealth and influence.’

The Borough held its charter to the bencfit of the Manor of Hartland on
annual paviment of a rental fee, which was often remitied. collected by the manor



steward on behalf of the heirs of the Dyvnham estates. The adnunistration of the
borough and its accounts was the responsibility of a Portreeve chosen annually,
from a body of seven governors. for a period of office of twelve months from the
feast of St Michael the Archangel. In common wilh the church, the finances of
cach administration utilised a “stock’ sum that formed a float; the borough stock
amounied to £40. The income of the borough was derived from the tollage.
stallage and payments from the two annual fairs. and also a bailiwick collection:
to these incomes were added the rentals of houses. shops. shambles and various
privileges. The average income and expenditure for the borough over the period
was £8-8-1 and £6-7-6 per annwm respectively.

The payments recorded for itinerant travellers form a common aspect of
both sets of account books and will form the basis for this investigation.
Supporting data may be obtainable from the accounts of the Overseers of the
Poor, Parish Constable and bastardy, habnation and apprenticeship records of
Hartland. Further supporting data may be obtained from the churchwardens’
accounts of the neighbouring panshes or tithing where available.

It is not possible to provide a regular calendar of payments from cither sct of
accounts, as no dates other than the year are recorded and there 1s no discernable
sequence by which the accounts were written. There can be little doubt that in
each case they arc transcribed from the notes. invoices. receipts and so forth of
the organisations” officers. This can be seen in the palaeography as cach account
is in ane hand; one mix of ink. if the entries had been written daily or weekly.
then this would not be the case.” This then does not allow interpretations to be
made as to whether the arrival of people seeking aid coincided with the markets,
festival days or simifar occurrences in Lthe district.

Both sets of accounts vsed for this investigation have to be paired across a
core period. The church accounts run fram 1587-1706 in the first account ledger
and continue in further ledgers until the present day. The borough accounts
commence at 1612 and run until 1688, when there is a break in the recording in
their first ledger untit 1703, From this date they continue in various ledgers until
1898, when the borough was reorganised into a Parish Council and a charitable
trust, the Harton Town Trust, which still manages the property of the ancient
borough,”

[t will be appropriate, therefore, for an investigation to take a period of
1614- 1688 as the core peniod, as this 1s within both account books. The years
fram both accounts that fall either sidec of the core period will supply
supplementary evidence of possible trends in payments. The range of payments
to ali categories of travellers arc comman in both sets of accounts.

In strict terms all the payments given were o people travelling through the
parish. However, both administrations saw 1t necessary to identify their
pavments for certain calcaorics of travellers; thus there are idenuifications of:
Seamen, Irish. Soldiers, Travellers. Familics, Prisoners, Poor, those with bniefs
to collect. and some with official responsibilities.” It has to be said that the
categorisation is not definitive and cross-category identification occurs, such as
‘._.paid 5 Trish travellers their wives and children...”, which would be equally
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well placed in three categories. Irish. travellers and families. However, by
selective. or if appropriale multiple, categorising then the information contained
in such entrics can be used effectively to show trends and the reflection of
nationai events on the pansh: and possibly be extended fo other parishes
throughout the country.

The church vestries. in undertaking their lawful responsibilities. used such
officers as the overseers of the poor and the parish constables to organise and
control the indigenous parish poor by means of reliel payments and provision of
accommodation and employment for both adults and children. The itinerant
traveller posed a separate problem, less predictable in behaviour or numbers.
The control of such people was defined in a varicty of wavs, such as restrictions
of movement. rights of habitation and the necessity to have passes to travel.
Certain categorics of traveller often placed a duty on a parish to offer monetary
and’/or sustenance by aid. such as naval sailors travelling from one from ship or
port to another. Soldiers on passage to quarters or deployment often carried
passes of entitlement to relief. People cjected from a parish due to their non-
residence status were passed from parish constable to parish constable until they
arrived at their rightful parish.

Tahle 1: Tabulation of events of aid payvments to travellers 1397-1719

Event 1597-1613 1614-1688 [689-1719
o o . {core period) )

Church 7 E 343 176
JBorough il A8 0

During the core period under investigation. the Borough of Harten paid ont
to a considerably greater number of travellers than the chuorch across all
categories {Tab. 1. This would appear to be expenditure outside the borough
respensibility, on the management of the fairs, markets and borough property on
behalf of the manorial owners: and it is not readily apparent why such payments
were made,

Are there topographical reasons why the borough mayv have been a more
appropriate first call for a traveller than the church? To understand Hartland's
position within its neighbourhood an explanation of the commerce and transport
systems is beneficial. Hartland parish had a number of advantages. Historicallv
the presence of a large monastic house and a market provided a centre for
commerce and status for the community. The harbour, butlt mn late sixteenth
century. would have provided a relatively safe haven for shipping on whai is a
rather treacherous coastline, as well as a trading port for import and export of
produce. The use of this port for military purposes is not specifically recorded.
but as a sponsor was Sir Richard Grenville, it could be taken that such purpose
was available if needed.

The Borough of Harton was a principal regional market town and the
recorded income of the Portreeve shows how steady this commercial enterprise
was throughout the period under consideration. The entrics in the borough



account book for sales across the “tome stone’ recorded purchases by people
from some considerable distance. mainly for catile and horses. There was also
the trade from the shambles in such as leather. meat and dairy products. There
were further mackets at Stratton. Bradworthy and Bideford. all within a thirteen
milc radjus of Hartland.

The road system had not vet fully adopted the modern Iayout,“ and passibly
more accurately reflected the carlier tracks on high ground passing from village
to village. To travel cast from Hartland the main roadway passed through
Woolfardisworthy, Parkham. Littleham nto Bideford, where it could cross the
river Tormdge. To (ravel south the road passed through the hamtets of Philham,
Tossbury and over the high moorlfand at Bursdon heading towards Morwenstow
and Kitkhampton. A further high ground road linked the arca by passing through
Bradworthy and onto Holsworthy. The presence of large tracts of culm lands and
wct moor made the older tracks morc reliable passageways (Fig. 2).

From this broad description Hartland can be seen as a regional centre. and as
such would have been well known in the north Deven arca. This. combined with
its position on a recognised road system. ensured it was a convenient calling
point for a steady flow of travellers. Within the recorded events of either set of
accounts, there are only a small number that refer to & traveller arriving or
leaving by any means of transport - this being by horse. Walking would have
been the most common way of (ravelling and therefore dependent on the
physical abilities of each person. A day's walking distance between centres of
aid would have 1o he aimed at. Combined with being able to walk are other
variables, such as weather conditions. road state and no doubl in some cases
harassment. Rather than assume that a standard mileage was a possible distance
to be covered in a dav, the ability of other suitable towns. villages. or churches
to provide aid should be considered. The geography does help in only allowing
an approxumate 90" angle from Hartland within which to locate other
habitations. and the relative sparseness of such makes selection in some respects
obvious.

On the south and western radius are the towns ol Kilkhampton, Stratton,
Bradworthy and Holsworthy. The eastern radius has a substantial nuimber of
smalier village habitations that are all within walking range; Barnstaplc,
Torringlon and Bideford, heing large townships and regional centres, were
possibly within 2 day’s walk. The demands placed by travellers arriving and
sceking sid must have laid a substantial burden on smaller communitics,
dependent on how their churches raised their income. Tt may have been mutually
heneficial for all parties if the larger communilics were the habitations that
travelters headed for.

A traveller aimiving 1in Hartland by sea would be less than a mile from the
parish church and normally would have to pass the building on their way to
other localities. Similarlv a traveller arriving in the parish from the south would
on ascending the moor at Bursdon sec the tower of the church some seven miles
awayv. The road systemr would have aently directed them towards the church
rather than the town.'” From the east the borough town would be the point of



armival for a traveller, as the church is in ao 1solated hamlet two miles west of the
town.

Would the location of the church and borough be reflected in the categories
of traveller seeking aid? As the church was closest to the port it may be expected
to see a greater number of mariners arriving at its doors? However, this is not
substantiated in the tabulation except in possibly two isolated years until 1688
(Tab. 2).

Table 2: Totals of aid payments to mariners 1597-1706

Event 1597-1613 1614-1688 (core | 1689-1706
period) ! m_—
Church 0 114 | 26 |
Borough 173 _ 0 |
: |
,F.—Hf.-:';"*-.;"j ) \ﬁ BARNSTAPLE
R v » W s
N 'Q‘“mu & d | o
‘_L,iﬂ_ Eﬁw gd a.wcmﬂ /™ |

‘1] VMY e LA ﬂ ] ] Walu--ql Radias
'.E._ i ¢ od : Ulr-’ | A g Chufchies
T B g e N —TounHars
Q &) smqrron N |2k Ports

. ! ’-;gwmm [

!

Figure 2: Approximate one day's walkiog radius from Hartland

A shift in emphasis from 1689 until 1706 saw an average of 3.2 mariners a
year being given aid, as opposed to a rising average within 3 of the 25 year
extractions of the core period: 1597-1633 of 0, 1634-58 of 0.21, and 1659-88 of
5.6, paid by the church authorities. If the increasing average, from 1688, would
have been comparable in the lost borough accounts, this is not known. What is
illustrated is that the close location of the port to the church is not a dominating
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factor in the core period. as the barough consistently aided a greater number of
mariners, possibly seeking a ship in 2 larger port (Tab, 3.

There are no contemporary accounts of the port of Hartland that could
expand on the enfries within either the church or the borough accounts. Tt would
be undoubtedly the case that a proportion of the mariners given aid had a link
with the local port. A second port located at Clovelly. three miles cast of
Hartland on the north coastline, as opposed to the exposed weslern coast at
Hartland, can be shown to have worked in commercial conjunciion with
Hartland, depending upon wecather and sea conditions, and there are specific
entries in bath church and borough accounts naming Clovelly as the source of
some marnners sceking aid. Other named maritime locations are Falmouth,
Penzance. Fowey and Padstow in Cornwall, while Bideford and Bristol arc ports
naned east of Hartland.

A consistent annotatior itn the entries for mariners alludes to shipwrecks,
‘having lost their ship...”. and the southwest peninsula would have been a
location for many of these events; to survive a wreck was not always due o
good fortune and local assistance. The value of cargoes. salvage and flotsam
became a deciding factor in assistance being forthcoming, and the law of
POSSESSION was perverse in requiring no survivors before salvage rights could be
claimed.”

Another category that can offer a further insight into the question of
payments made to those in need is that of ‘civilian travellers’. In both sets of
accounts they are a named group. However, there is a difficulty in this being a
strictly defined group of people. [n recognising that all the scparate
classifications were actually travellers. then the use of a word to limit 1t to one
type of person may be indicative of a generalisation used by the scribes. [t is not
possible to redefine enough entries to make the tabulation maore accurate: it is a
firmer argument to combinc the categories of traveller and that of familics as one
unit. In most aspects they deal with civilians as opposed to peaple who have an
occupational need to travel. that s mariners and soldiers. Either group involve
large numbers of people, and combined they form the majority of cvents and
totals of people receiving aid in Tables 4 and 5. The same argument could be
used to include hoth the poor and those defined as Irish. The numbers classified
as poor represent less than 5% of the suggested combined group. The Irish have
a valid reason o be dealt with as an individual group, due to the religious
turmoil over an extended period that resulted in persccution and property loss. '



Table 3: Totals of mariners recciv_ing aid (5 year aggregation} 1597-1613, core period (1614-88), and 1689-171!
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Talble 5 continued
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The pattern of travellers amiving secking aid followed that of mariners. The
town paid out to larger numbers until the period 1664-68, when the tabulation
shows a rising number of people paid from the church account. The climax was
recorded in 1694-98. when an accumulation of 351 people passed throngh. This
was equivalent to approximately one third of the resident population of Hartland
parish at this time.”” This is a reflection of national trends when it is accepted
that large aumbers were traversing the countrvside. A change in the poor law
eventually reduced this to a trickle. as cap be dramatically 1lustrated in Table 5
for the plf:riod 1699-1703, after the intreduction of new settlement requirciments
in 1697.7

Tahle th: Totals aided by gender

Account | Gender Totals ]
Church Female 66

Church Male 2i6

Church Mixed 53 ;
Church Un-stated o2 :
Borough Female 44
Borough Malc 402

| Borough Mixed 4

| Borough Uin-stated I8

The reason why people were travelling 18 as complex a subject as
discovering their true parish of residence. The care of these people should have
been the responsibility of the churchwardens. but at Hartland the borough also
shouldered the pavments, and the regional road system brought people into
Hartland on what was probably a well known and used transit route.'

From the tabulation of events for travellers and families, Table 6a. 1t 15 the
casc that the borongh was more inclined to make payments ta people who had
arrived without a pass: 36% of recipients of the borough had passes. whilst 62%,
were in possession of a pass at the church. The reason may be that the borough
had at 1ts disposal the hundred and parish constables. and methods of
punishment for vagrants. beggars and traveliers without due permission ta travel.
Within the full 1abulation there are a number of official pavments of which some
cover the casts of dealing with vagrants 2nd criminals. The whipping and
gjection from the parish is recorded on several occasions. as well as the
presentation before the justices and delivery to ajail.

Table 6b itlustrales that the overwhelming majority of travellers were male,
618, as opposed to female, 110. Even allowing for the addition of mixed groups,
this balance remains.

The compassion within the parish is shown n ts dealing with people or their
representatives who have amved with a hicence or brief to collect. This was a
style of collection normally undertaken at the church service when the detail of
the warrant was read and a collection made from the retiving congregation. The
rccording of payments to such people by both borough and church indicates that



these are payments in addition to the congregational collections and in some
cases are quite substantial amounts.

From these illustrations it is clear that the borough was overall the majority
payvmaster and calling point for those secking aid. The reasons why the local
community chose this option of undertaking their fiscal responsibility may be
one of local financial consideration Arst and of compassion second.

Although itis outside the scope of this paper 1t worth explonng further the
reason that people of some categories were tinerants. In very brief terms the
Westcountry has long had a scafaring wvadition and in the case of mariners
passing through Hariland such 4 category would be expected. The lacal ports of
Bideford and Barmstaple were major setting off places for froops going nto
Ircland and similarly were arrival points for refugees from Irefand. The sailors
and soldiers may well have been sent on 1o other ports and ships turther into
Comwall. or. oppositc. towards Bristol. The Inish people landing here were at
the start of their dispersal across Britain and indeed towards the Americas. The
turmot! in Irelund had entered a panticularly disruptive time during the period
covered by this investigation. Scvere persccution on religious grounds and the
loss ol land and property caused many to emigrate either by choice or forcibly.

The peried up until 1697 had seen an increase in the number ol people
travelling around the countryside. partlv due to the changes in agricuiture and
the rise of urban inhabitation, The poor laws sought to control the movement of
these people by various means, especially by making their home parish
responsible for their upkeep it they fell into hard times. The law imposced a
system of rights of habitation within a parish for incomers. both monetary and
on property rights. The rise in numbers eventually brought the change of 1697
that stemmed the flow severely and for a period saw few people travelling in the
countryside. or at least clayming alims if doing so. The {atter may be an additional
group of people that then became titled vagrants or beggars. and were the most
severely dealt with by punishments such as imprisonment and whipping before
being reiumed to their home panish.

The period of the English civil war is within this investipation period. It
would be expected to see a sharp increase in people asking aid. but the records
do not show this. There are entries for soldiers passing through. particularly
from various battles such as Stratton. Bristol. Bamstiaple and Torrington. but the
nurnbers as civilians was relatively small. mavbe due to restrictions on travel or
the need ta be in an environment in which people felt safe such as wilh close
family. There are a small number of references to forcigners: Dutch, Scottish,
French and flialian. In the main these can all be associated with conflicts and
could be people making there way home following a period of detention.
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Table 7: Totals of payments by category, in penee (cols 0-30 = pence); church and harough

Caleyory Tols [ G T {23456 7891010121314 15306171k [19|20
Brief 22 1116 2 [ ]

Cornish Y 11 ]13]3 |

Dutch ] |

Family 14 13 0010124141365 212 1
French 16 Py 3703

trish 13 e Itilsfte] 8o &[4 12135311 1 |
ftalian ! I

Othciad 20 S1slay3lz2|l

Pasy 3 2 |

Poor 21 312120311

Prisonet 1 9]t

Scollish | I

Seaman 330 S139en |44 (3R] td (34158 IRy 33|63 ]4]3]2
Seldier 6l Sl2l01s1 6320 1 i 2 |
Traveller 203 2133381523y 7 (12 s pdj11 419 3ftrfsf{212;1]2
Welsh 2 111




The financial wapheations of paving out increasing sums n aid are reflected
in the fiscal arrangements of both the church governors™ and the portreeves’
accounts. In raising its income the church depended on an annual rate. collected
usually in two gathers. This was not the only rate collected in the parish. as there
were often further assessments instigated at regional, county and national level,
which in one year reached a strenuous 32 rates (£236). The popularity of having
a rate demand placed on an occupier would be no more so then than now. The
value of a rate was based on the property or estate. and in Hartland was a
constant and stable figure through much af the period covered (see endnote 4). 1t
the church governars saw an oapportunity (0 negate any rise i the rate, would 1
not be an attractive proposition it they could attach part of such a demand. with
agreement. onto the horough?

The boreugh had its main income stream from the revenue of the two annual
fairs or markets. Although the mcome was a monetary collection it was not one
that fell totally on the local population. especially not the property- or
landholders. [f, as can be tlHustrated from the borough accounts, the market was
successful and formed a steady income flow. then the atraction of using this
income to meet the parish responsibilities for atd may have been beneficial to all
parties. including the general parishioners.

The suggestion that the payments made to travellers by the borough was a
‘parish™ fiscal deciston can be explored by a companison of the effects on the
income and expenditure of both church and borough. The income of both
organisations is detaifed in Tables 8a and b. The expenditures arc more complex
and can be seen from their respective need to cover many aspects of the
administration in the locahty.

Expenditure for the churchwardens was the purchasc of wine and breads lor
the sacraments and for a smiall number of vears the cost of aid for the traveliers.
The "Governors of Goods of the Church’ held the responsibifity for the fabric of
the church and considerable sums were spent on its mainienance. There are
various sums for such as church amnour. legal expenses. administration costs
such as Clerk, dog whipper, gatekeeper. the destruction of vermin of various
types, in addition (o the costs arising from their parish abligations such as the
maintenance of roads and bridges.

Expenditure for the Portreeve would be costs of administering the harough,
such as the atiendance of the steward. court costs. food, drnnk and gloves for the
fatr-days, plus assorted costs of the {abour for erecting and operating the market
stalls. More general expenses {or the maintenance of the highways and bridges.
apparently only within the borough. included the costs of the supply of water via
pumps and wells and the paving and cleansing of the streets. There are very few
entrics for any repairs of the borough houses, which would indicate that such
were the responsibitity of the tenants. The cost of repairs and improvements to
the 1own hall and clock, the costs for bull baiting and the supply and repairs (o
the “cucking stool” or fumbrel are regular entries: the fatter is not for over use but
a fine for the lack of care or supply of a means of punishment.






The actual value of payments would appear to be totally arbitrary, no obvious
method of calculation 1s apparent. indced some amounts paid. in particular to
groups, would hardly provide for minimum sustenance.” There are examples of
specific aid whereby a houscholder is paid to supply effectively ‘bed and
breakfast” to a travelier. The sum paid wm these cases 1s a greater amount than
that paid direct to a traveller. thus the presumption must be that in the majority
of cases the aid given was not sufficient to provide both shelter and foed. for
example: “1661: Paid John Rogers from quartering of four travellers which
required us by the King's orders...44d...7 [for 4 people} as opposed to “1627;
Gave untoe 4 poor people..dd...” [for 4 people].m This leaves a picture of
travellers having to find shelter where it can be found. not a scenario to endear
them to the population.

The resulis from the iabulations and analysis of the data indicate that the
church and the borough cach undertook their fiscal responsibilitics, and that the
apparent coilaboration possibly only extended in dealing with travellers. In other
respects i1t is possible to show instances. within both sets of accounts. where co-
operation is lacking, especially in the church paying the borough ground rent for
its propertics within the borough boundaries.” This particular trade should give
a balancing credit-debit entry within the accounts. but there are omissions on
both sides. Therefore. this interpretation of collaboration could show a
cosmetic’ fiscal operation whereby the *parish’ is meeiing its lability ‘in the
way Lhat 1s cost effective to 1ts residents, cspeaially those faced with payments of
rates, by offsetting costs on traders using the fair or market. What circumstances
would allow such collaboration to take place?

Managzemeni of the pansh was directed by a compact complexity of famitics
of slatug covering a wide spectrum of interests. The majority of the manor land
and borough holding was under the control of a steward on behalf of the four
absentce landlords. the old monastic property had passed into the possession of a
privale owner. The day to day management imnvolved a combination of the
steward. church and borough officials. The twenty-four “Gavemors of Goods of
the Church’ were mainly from agricultural backgrounds. whereas the borough
would appear to have hurgesses as its governing bady. There was some eross-
over. particularty in the churchwardens appointed. with the borough well
represented. The succession of (ather 1o son is well recorded by the use of
‘Junior” appended to entries in both sets of accounts.

At the root of this goveming group fs an intricacy of marrrages: very few of
the familics recorded in the accounts were not inter-married. often over many
acenerations. New families entering the panish that had or achieved a status soon
became part of the inter-rclationships™. and this situation continued well into the
nmeteenth century,



Table 8a: The church incomes and expenditures showing % cffects of payments to travellers (S year aggregates

Peviod | Period Licome Expenditure Surplus or A People W
I Years | ¢ (peace) | Apenee) | Balance ) defien | (pence) d awded | incos
Po02 | 1597-1602 294283 J99K3 .S 0445 P 12 2 0.04
P 003 | 1603-07 27955 201655 | 77895 | Pl sk 47 000
Po0d | (6068-13 3%852.5 40205 -1352.5 I, G 3 | 0.15:
PO [614-18 457385 47962 5 2224 L. 66 3 0. 14
P02 | 161923 34294 IR847 .5 -4553.5 L. 0 0 0.00
P03 | 162428 33571 3110 1461 p 120 3 0.364
Pod | 162933 43340 37079 6261 P 66 24 0.15;
Pos [ 163438 44225 39554 5 4670.5 P 113 24 0.25¢
P06 | 1639-43 26712 31207 -4495 L o4 13 0,241
P07 | 1644-48 230985 22097 101.5 P 54 12 (.23
POR | 164953 15229 | 157325 -503.5 L 145 | 100 (.95
P09 | 1654-58 30050.5 | 272795 2771 P (2 4 0,04
e T = Ty IR P e o
Ll 1664-68 | 348295 | Jo4i2 L d4175 L p |32l oAns  po 1D
P12 | 1669-73 627355 6stoss | 3o L U e ) oSy
P 167478 469165 8597 | w3s 1 p Coa0R
A AL A 1 S e i
P15 | 1684-88 $1728S [ 65939 157895 P 1434
Pl6 | 1689-93 20377 | 27619 1758 p 1623
P17 | 1694-98 50394 5 376355 17759 P 223§
PIS | 1699-1703 445343 301615 5173 p 0 U 000t
P19 | 1704-08 24503 20825 3 16773 P 24 2 0.0
Total 874159 773807 104262 7727 209K 0.49:
Average cost per person 3.68d
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TFable 8b: The borough incemes and expenditures showing % elfects of payments to travellers (5 yeur appregat

Lol

l

Average cost per person 2. 87

Peviod | Period I (ncome EFxpenditure Surplus or Aid People %
LD Years {pence) _Apenee) Balunge defivit | [pence) nded inee
| Po02 | 1597-1602 0 0 0 U 0 0 0.0

PO03 | 1603-07 0 0 0 U 0 0 (.00

PON4 | 1608-13 0884 6895.5 -11.5 . 0 I 0.00

POl [ 1614-18 1310835 10677 24315 P 130 19 0.99
P02 | 161923 10695 67535 39415 P Y7 S5 0,90
P03 1 1624-28 9342 | 55595 3782.5 I§ 256 140 2,741
PU4 | 1629-33 11170.75 7414.5 3175625 P 84 56 0.75
P05 | 1634-38 11453.5 | 67525 4701 P 102 83 0.89

P06 | 163943 [0828.5 5406.5 58422 r 121 107 LIl

P07 | 1644-4& 7709 43155 33935 P 16K 131 217

POR | 1649-53 | 9636.5 10439 1T R025 L | 58 38 0.60

POv [ 1654-S& 11729 Rl | 2748 P sl 25 043

Pi0 | 1659-63 | 13303 6486 B P 210 &6 .57

P1i [ le6d-68 | 138125 15413 -1600.5 L 242 79 175

P12 | 166973 9014 9217 a0 L 3R 126 352

Pi3 [1eTd7y | Y017 6485 2552 p 485 178 5.36

P14 | 1679-83 9454 9152 302 P 425 86 449

P1S [ 10X4-88 CI02K7 6929 3358 P 1073 120 0.4

P16 | 1689-93 o 6 (t N 0 0 0.00

P17 169498 | 0 L 0 U 0 0 0.001

P18 [ 1699-1703 0 0 0 U 6 0 0.00

P19 | 1704-08 0 0 0 U 0o | 0.00

Total 074643 | 1268765 ADSRT 7S 3820 1330 [ 002
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Table 9: ldentificd residenees ol officials naymed in accounts (Taken fram the Chnrch Seating Plan 16!__3_?_:‘)

_Name

Otticial PPesition

Keene, Hoary

] RL“:idL!\LL

Gav of Goods [1608-1611]

Gremmacembe, Flrances

Choreh Warden' [1597]

Cote, Richard

Chareh Warden' [1613]

Deyman, Lawrence

Gov ot Goods [1600- 1604

M nludun + |larton {162§]

Burden, Nicholas

Giov of Goods [1600- 1604

Harton + Galsham [162548]

Peree, Joha

Church Warden' fLa11] [1- Gabriell Piers]

Lec [1628]

Lutirell, Nicholas

Gov of Goods [1608-16] 1)

Husband, Marten

Church Warden' [1605/6]

Greenlake [1625]

Velly John gent

Gov of Goods F1612-1615)

| Cialsham Farm [{625]

Colwill, Thomas, gent

Gov of Goods [1604-1607)

Elmscott [1625-+8]

Blagdon, William

Porvt Reeve

Milford [1625+5]

Yo, Justinian

Port Reeve

Bagelhole, William

Port Reeve

Deyman, William

Gov of Gonds [1616-1620] + Petty
Constable

Yoo, Charles

Gav of Goods [1H16-1620] 1 Parl Reeve

Hartand Abbcy or attached property

Bl.n_.,nlon [Feter

Gov of Goods [1600-1604]

Prost, Thomas

Gov of Goods [1600-160d4 |+ [1612-1615]
b Church Warden' [1013]

"[uvluz Lawrence-wife

Gov of Goods [1608-1611] [husband]

Longluriong |1 (1 b

Prust, Gieorge

Gov of Goods [1604-1607]

Lutstord [1625+ .‘(|

Cleverd duu Roburt

Gov of Gouods [1(104-1(!!17]
Wmdt.n [l(\(}UJ

Church

| Hooper, Willian

Titchberry | 162K

llighford [1625+8)
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Table 9 continued

Nume

Official Position

Residence

Doclot, Thomas

Gov ot Goeods [1616-1620]

Hamiyn, Anthony-wite

Welsford

Church  Warden'  [1614] [+ Oliver

Nichells] [hushand)

Trellick [1625+8]

Sherme, Simon

Gov of Guoods [1612-1615] + Chureh
Warden [1599]

Cheristow

Row. Frances

Gov of Goods [1608-1611] + Church |

Warden' [159%]

Hescott [1625-1-8]

Prust, Hugh

Gov of Goods [1612-1615]

Gorvin [16251-8]

Nicholl, Hugh

Gov of Goods [16064-1607)

Brownsham [1625+8]

Carwithy, John

Church Warden' [1607]

Longfurlong [1625+8]

Cornish, Hugh

Chureh Warden' [15497]

Nalcoll [162518]

Vine, Henry

Church Warden' [1597] {+ Johi Moyse]

CGalsworthy, John

Eddistone [16254-8]

Chureh Warden’ [1599] |- William Dark)

Moore [162513]

Snow, William-wite

Prusi, Jahn

Wellsford [1025] #Tosberey [1628]

Church Warden' [1601]

Elmiscolt [162548]

Heard, Henry

Church Warden' [ 1602

Millord [1625-1-8]

Church Warden' [1602] [husband]

Norlon [1625+K]

Church Warden' {1604]

Welskord

Gov of Goods [1596-1599]

Blepberry [16254R]

Church Warden' [1605/6]

Millord [1625]

Port Reeve

Harton [1566] + [1625+K]

Chorch Warden' {1607

Thorry {1625+8]

Colwill, William

Church Warden' [ 1608]

Southole [1628]

_Nicholl, John ot Ftson

Churel Wacden' [160¥]

Eisan

Nicholl, John

Church Warden' [1608]

Harton [1625+8)
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Table 9 continncd

Name

OFficial Position

Residence

May, Phillip

Chureh Warden' [1609] [1 Giles Shapley]

Netherton [1625+8)

Sherme, William

Church Wartew' | 1610}

Prust, Willam

Cheristow [1625+8]

Church Warden' [16010}]

Emscott [1625+8]

Cornish, lohn

Church Warden' [1612]

Pill [1625+8]

L3lugdon Jahn

Church Warden' [1612]

Blagton {1625+§]

Scecambe, John Genl

Gov ol Goods [1506-1599|

Gawlish [1566] + Fatlacott [1625+8

Peree, Robert

Church Warden' [1604]

Norton [1625+§8]

Holman, lohn-wile Church  Warden'  [1603] [;éamabas Unknawn
[atherly] [husband]
Cookce, George Chureh Warden' [1601] Unknown 3
| Yee Richard Giov of Geods [1596-1 599 Harton

May.'”l_’l'{i'lh'p

Chureh Warden' [1609] [+ Giles Shapley]

Nethevlon [Vo25+8|




Tt could be argued that Hartland presented a peculianity in terms of the
‘management’ of the parish. The Dynham family, making their principal
residence at Nutwell,™ on the Exe estuary. had become absentee landlords for
Hartiand. The Abbat family. having purchased the dissolved religious house. did
not exert as much in the way of influence as may be expected. especially in view
al the deepty entrenched nature of other localised familics, some of considerable
wealth, such as the Prusts, Prideaux. Vellys. Arundels and Bouchiers. 1t s
interesting to note that in the carly period covered by this mvestigation the
tcnants of farms forming the landholding of the dissolved Abbey did not provide
many of the peaple who occupied a position as an official {see Table 9). This
could possibly reflect the system of land leascs in operation. with three hifetimes
being a standard form. Theretore. the tenants had not achiceved the same status as
those on property held under the Dynhams. This property was increasingly being
sold off in portions to its tenants by the heirs of Lord Dyrham: the ‘new” owners
achieving an increase in standing and therefore becoming eligible to hold office.

This combination of circumsiances had produced a pansh that had become
familiar to being administered by 118 own “minor’ gentry elite, and that through
this systemn had developed a method of negating direct taxation where and when
possible. The pavments to itinerant travetlers arc an identifiable residue of such
collaboration and an example of local fiscal prudence.

The transfer of a cost from farmer or burgess onto that of trader vsihg the
fair or market would no doubt be a welcome relief. The costs incurred by the
trader, who may be from outside the parish, would be minimal and probably
invisible, therefore raising no objection. in all this arrangement is a very neat
piece of creative accounting to the advantage of the majority of the parishioners.

There are no other instances of this happening in other local parishes.
accepting that the same sct of circumstances arose in very few parishes within
narthern Devon or Cornwall. The existence of both an operational borough and a
church system with extant account books, alongside a recognised transport route.
is not common outside the primary administrative towns of Bidetord. Bamstaple
or Torrington. The accounts of the main towns are more complex and do nol
readily ailow mterrogation in the way that those of Hartland do. The importance
of Barnstaple and Bidclord as main sea trade ports eventually brought the
demise of Hartland and its markets, altheugh in varions forms a markel
continued (o exisr until the mid-1950s.

Notes and references

1. Gytha, mother of King Harold, gave her manor of Nistenstok to twelve
secular canons reputedly in thanksziving for the life of her husband saved
from shipwreck: Chope 1940, p. 19

The manor of Nistenstok is considcred to be the foundation lands of the
Abbcey at Hartland on f1s translation to an Augustinian house; Chope. p. 54.

(%)
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The records of the Arundels of Comwall are deposited in the Cornwall
Records office, Truro, and open the discussion of the management of the
Dynham lands [ollowing the division in 1501,

The rate coliection at Hartland amounted to £16 for a penny rate and £8 for
half penny. The number of rates per year varied up to a maximum of 32
one year.

Locally the Rural Dean was 1dentified within the account books as the "Dene
Rular’.

Hartland parish was divided inte three areas known as “gathers’. north. west
and middle. The boundaries of thesc arcas were established in alignment
with the primary river vallevs of (he parish and could be very ancicent by
their nature. See Hobbs 2008.

See Hobbs 2005, p. 124,

Other books of records of the same period. and kept at regular periods, show
a different hand and certainly many shades of ink mix.

Harton Town Trust is a charitable organisation under the carc ol scven
Trustees, and manages the ‘residue” of the ancient borough and holds .he
borough archive.

. Official responsibilitics amounted to the payments to classes of people

travelling within their employment on government service. and such people
as being returned to the nghtful parish of residency under the poor laws.

. An ¢xample of the progzression of the modern road systco can be seen when

comparing the 1809 Ordnance Survey map with the similar map of 1900,
whereby a number of the older tracks are passed over in favour of upgraded
roads that take fuller consideration of the use of wheeled transport.

. The road entering mto Hartland parish from the south crosses Bursdon Moor

on s western edge, thus passing the high ground composed of wet
moorlands and culm grasslands. This road may be a relic of carlier times
when the habitation of Stoke, a veneration spot to St Neclan and the site of »
religious foundation. was of mare importance than the habitation of Harton,
[t thus reflected the existence ot a more direct route.

. Reference to this change is made by Rev. Stephen Hawker m his wntings,

and the compassion he tried to introduce in the locality for the vietims of
such incidents of shipwreck.

References to these events are alluded to wn Sir Thomas Sreeley: Traitor
extraordinary, John [zon (1956, p. 17). Although not a full academic text on
Ireland. as Stvecley was closely linked to Hartland. it seemed an appropriate
reference on the trend of events.

. Wickes 1980 and Chope {undated research notes held by Hartland Digital

Archive) each estimatc the population of Hartland parish as around 1.500 1
the mid-scventeenth century.

43
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b 1.3
Tad §-i

Under the Settlement Act of 1697 Strangers were allowed to settle in a new
parish 1f they were armed with a certificate from their home parish
guaranteeing ta take them back if they became in need of poor relief.
Paupers were o wear a capital P oon their clothing followed by a letter
mdicating their home parish.

. Christopher Tull (undated). Vicar of Rose Ash, Devon. wrote a shon aricle

to support a chanty walk by his parishioners on the route of mariners
passing through north Devon on route for Bristol.

. The church account suffered constantly from under-collection at the gathers.,

with subsequent pavments of the debt then recorded in the vear it is paid.
This is a reflection of the accounting style of the period where a modemn
profit and loss is not being recognised. The conscquence is a fluctuating
income flow that would need to be rebalanced to form a true reflection of the
actval vearly income due. Therefore the calculation is made on monmes
received per vear as recorded in the account books.

. If some form of judgement was bcing made by the almoner it was not

apparent. as some payments made to individuals far exceeded the amounl
paid to groups of 10 people. It may be that a form of public relations was in
action. spreading the idea that large groups of itinerants would not be
welcome in this parish and any payment reflected this - but this has to be
conjecture as there is no supporting evidence of any svstem of allocating
manies.

. These two examples are typical of the difference in payments direct to a

recipient and those paid to a third party for ‘quartering”.

. The church owned a farm called Troy and a holding called Colehouse within

the borough on which a ground rent was payable. Both these propertics and
a third called Staddon were the subject of profracted enquiries at the
Dissolution into the Abbot failing to disclose the full extent ol the property
of the Abbey. It was many years before these properties reappeared on the
church books, ostensibly at the end of their tixed tenancy agreements?

. Hobbs, 2005, p. 5.
. Hobbs. PR 7T1-122 explores the family connections of all the people

seated within the church as indicated on the seating plan ol 1613, The
ntermarriages of all families are exceptional, but those within the upper
echelons are such that they form a consistent theme through the pertods up
until the mid-nineteenth century. At this point the disposal of lands and
estates 1s such that many ‘new’ families also enter the parish and proceed Lo
take up positions of awthonty, thus weakening the pre-existing dominant
group and replacing it by a more fluid group of locally influential people.

24, Karen Jankulak 2000. pp. 167-171. gives a detailed breakdown ol the

Dynham family and its English, Brittany estates up until the 1501 division.
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The Devon County Pauper Lunatic Asylum,
1841-56

Dorothy Presswell

The asylum at Exminster was opened fo recetve patients from the Poor Law
Unions within the admmustrative county of Devon in July 1845 i was
transferred to the National Health Service in 1948 and closed in 1986. Afier its
sale, the bullding complex was converted into modern day apariments by M.
W.T. Architects, Exeler, Lid. {now Kensington Tavlor. Architects). and 18 now
known as Devington Court.

In {841 the Devon Midsummer Sessions recorded thai:

Whereas at the last General Quarter Sessions of the Peace held for this County it
was ordered that public notice should be given i Trewman's Everer Fiving Posi
newspaper that the Justices at these Sessions would take inla consideration the
expediency of providing in and for this County a County Lunatic Asvium for the
reception of insanc persons, Ordered that one Rate be assessed at every quarter
session in addition to the Rates ordered to be raised for the General Purpose of the
county and applied towards the expenses of providing and crecting the sad
Asviom,'

Al a mecting of the Visiting Justices dulv convened by the Clerk of the
Peace, it was resolved that the Commitlee proceed to the selection of a plan far
the intended asylum. There were three plans submitted. Messrs Scotl and
Moffat, Mr Moscley and that of the Devonian architect Chartes Fowler. [t was
proposed by Lord Courlenay and scconded by Sir E.S. Prideaux that the plan
sent 10 the commities by Mr Charies Fowler be sclected.”

On 206 July 1841 Fowler submilied three possible sites on offer. and the
following month it was resolved that the land at Exminster offered by the Earl of
Devon and Mrs Colling be purchased as a site for the proposed asylum at a cost
not exceeding one hundred pounds an acre. John Drew was appointed Survevor
and William Debenham. the Clerk of Works. On the 24 February 1842 ihe
tender by Messrs Harmvey of £30.163 14s 0d was accepted. This tender bore na
relation 1o the eventual cost of the asylum. There were constant additions as the
years passcd, resulting in a report dated 4 April 1843 that the total expenditure
already incurred. and further required. to complete the building would be about
£35.000. which included gas apparatus and other works. The cost for the
provision for bedding. furniture and clothing before the asyvlum opened was
estimated at £4.000,

What the architect proposed was pioncering in concept. moving away [rom
the eighicenth-contury Bedlams which housed the insanc in dreary conditions
that afforded an aflemoon’s oating for those local inhabitants who sought
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It is clear from the evidence existing in the records that there was a strict
formality in the approach to admitting those committed to the asvium. A printed
form required information in regard to a2 number of questions relating to:
supposced physical causes; supposed moral causes: whether the paticrt had
endured much privation or domestic griefs. or had been a drunkard; whether
sensible of. and attentive to. the calls of nature. A covering letter from the
govemnor, Dr Bucknill, 1o those committing the patient stated that the proposed
inmate would be adimitted on any Monday or Thursday. between the hours of
eleven and three o’clock only. Tt further advised that the patient must be sent
within fourteen days of the date of the letter.

On the 1 July 1843 the minute book recorded that the asylum would be open
for the reception of male patients on the 14" instant and for the reception of
female patients on 28" instani, and on 5 August Dr Bucknill reported 20 male
and 33 female patients admiited. Males with very few exceplians were in a quict
and comfortable condition and their bodily health good. but many of the females
came to the establishment in a state of emaciation and weakness, three of them
being very refractory and many very dirty.

The asvium admissian beok records many sad fales. Entry number 34, Mary
Luscombe. aged 48. was admitted on August 6 1845, Her husband had been
transported rine vears previously, but another woman followed him gencrating a
jealousy responsible for her mclancholy. She had been in service. but became
‘fheghty” and garrulous talking much about the Queen and other great people.
On admission she became low and weak. the docior concluding that the illness
had been brought an by the change of life. She died sixteen days alter adimission
ol ‘general paralysis™. A shocking example occurred when Dr Bucknill reported
that a lunatic called Charles Luxmore had been brought to the asylum from
Lewtrenchard where he had been confined in a dark closet by his family for the
last 12 vears naked and manacled”. The Tavistock Union repored that it was
their intention to bring a Bill of Indictment against John Yeo at the coming
Assizes for the cruel treatment of the lunatic™.’

Causes of dealh during the early period of the asylum’s existence are well
recarded. There were many cases of phthisis {any discase that causes wasting of
the body. especially pulmonary tuberculosisy: some of cholera: and some of
bronchitis. epilepsy. and the more vague diagnoses of general exhaustion. old
age and decay, and of chronic insanity. There were two suicides.

For those patients who left the infirmary. they were discharged cither as
cured or on a month’s trial. There were a few recorded as “escaped’. Some who
were discharged on trial were later readmitied. Criminal lunaties. when cured.
could be discharged if considered of sound mind. and application made to the
Secretary of State for discharae,

The minute book of the Visiting Justices to the Devon County Lunatic
Asylum recorded monthly meetings to visit the wards and to recesve reports for
the previous month on admissions. discharges and deaths. There were
applications from the Unions lor their patients to be dischasged and full details
of accounts tor ienders or bills for pavment submitted by the treasurer for



authonsation. The appointment of staff and the general maintenance of the
asvlum together with administrative matters were meticulously recorded.

Poor Law Unions

The minute book detatled the commencement of the administrative process of
translerring patients from the Poor Law Unions to the County Pauper Asylum.
The response was slow in coming. Reluctant to incur the charges of maintaining
their inmalcs clsewhere. the Guardians of thc Umions in the county ‘from which
the Pauper Lunatics have not ver been sent 10 the Asvium’ had their aitention
drawn to “the compulsory clauses of the late Act [Statute 9 George IV cap 40]
and the penaltics for omilting to comply with them'.”

The early vears in the life of the sthiution rceorded the reluctance of the
Poor Law Unions to maintain their paupers outside their respeetive workhouses.
A letter from the Board of Guardians at the Totnes Union reauesting the
discharge of their *harmlcss idiots and lunatics™ is a good cxample’. and within a
vear ol opening its doors. the asylum received a letter from the Clerk 10 the
Board of Guardians of the Torrington Union calling the attention of the
Commttee to the charge made on the parishes for the mainienance of paupers
and, whilst it was hoped that the asylum would give every alleviation to the
suffering inmates. 11 should be donc within the least expense ta the already over
burthened {s/c) public. The commitiee’s response was to rcassure that they were
‘most anxious to enforce the strictest economy and to keep the weekiy charge of
maintenance at the lowest possible sum’.'® The Poor Law Unions ook every
opportunity to criticise the asylumn. such as the complaint made to the asylhun by
the Clerk to the Board of Guardians of the Honilon Union when Rosa Radford
had been discharged “having the itch®."

But the complaints were not one sided. The asylum remonstrated with the
Chairman of the Bamstaple Union informing him that patients from the union
were usually left at Credilon, in the custody of a stranger. with directions Lo
bring them on 1o the asylum, and that sometimes a man was entrusted with the
care of a female patient. Tt was observed that it was most desirable that the
Union Pansh Officer only should be the conveying party. Dr Bucknill lost no
opportunily 1 the endeavour to raise standards of care when he wrole 1o the
Chairman of the Totnes Beard of Guardians respecting the naked state in which
Susan Martin, a lunatic pauper belonging to that Uinion. was brought to the
asyhum in a cart. The patient was under the care of Thomas Swinnerton from the
Union who represented that the situation arose from the hardness of the parish
officers who had refused decent clothing. '

The attention to the patients' physical well-being encompassed the decision
for one hundred suits of men’s clothing being ordered. although there was the
prudent rider in the respective cominittee minute “that six suits be first obtained
from the Pentonville Prison as patterns for inspection™.” Tenders went out for
150 surts of clothing. and the successtul one was awarded 1o Mr Gearge Spark
who charged 17s 64 per suit. The hills passed for payment in 1847 demonsirate
the diversity of needs within the asylum. In October of that vear £8 85 3d was



paid to Peters for snuff and soda. £4 3s 0d to Gale for coftins and sawdust, 13s
Rd for leeches from Holman and Ham and 2s 6d to Webber for a stethoscope.

Spiritual and recreational care

By the end of 1845 a non resident Chaplain to the Asylum had been appointed at
a stipend of £130 2 vear and the governor was requesied to provide two dozen
Common Prayer Books for the use of the patients. The chaplain’s role n the
patients’ spirtual care was fully detailed in the minutes of a meeting held in
1849, when his dutics were fully defined. He was to conduct divine service
every Sunday and daily prayers every moming. He was Lo acquaint himself with
the peculiaritics of character in the patients and report any cobservations made
whilst in conversation with them. In his regular reports he had to detail the
number of visits made to the asvlum independent of any services conducted. and
state the number of patients who had benefited from his  religious
communications. He was also to momior whether patients of other rcligious
persuasion than the Church of England had been visited by ministers of their
own persuasion. By 1831 the chaplain was also responsible for the direction of
the work of Mr Esworthy. the schoolmaster at Exminster, who was employed as
a Reader in the wards at the remuneration of one shilling a night.

The nunutes recorded the commencement of the recreational therapy
undertaken for the inmates ‘that three periodical papers (namely) flustrated
London News, Picrarial Times and Pusnich be obtained for the amusement of the
patients’, and Dr Bucknll was authorised to expend the sum of twenty pounds
on books for their use.”” By 1848 the periodicals were substantially increased,
but it s doubiful whether all of them were for the benefit of (he patients when
ane reads that further publications should include Shairps London Magazine.
Chambers Edinburgh Journal. Chambers Library for the Young and the Friendly
Visitor. In that same year a violineello and two flutes were purchased at an
expense not exceeding £5. By 1849 the publications had been further tnereased
to include The Gardeners Clhranicle and The Atheneun.

Staff discipline

The committee had every intention that the staff should mamtain high personal
standards. Over the years there were reports to the commitiee resulting
dismissals or admonitions. Mr Walter, the house steward, had been frequently
mntoxicated and was insolent to the attendants, usinz violent and improper
language. He was dismissed. to depart after his accounts had been audied by the
finance committee. An attendant. James Westcott, gave away a pair of shoes
belonging to the asvlum to Jonathan Trotter Fry who had been a patient 12
months before. He was called in, severely repnimanded and discharged. Ann
Newherry and Jane Cousens (two servants) were ohserved removing butter and
cocoa. They were immediately discharged with no payment of wages. and when
Mary Clift, an attendant. having by carclessness suffered Sarah Horn, a patient,
to escape, the sum of 10s was deducted from her wages. Bazley, the baker, was
admonished because he was partly responsible for Joscph Jarvis escaping whilst
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under his supervision. Jarvis was recaptured at a cost of £2 55 6d. and Bazley
was informed that i( 1t happened again he would be required to pay a portion of
the expenses 0 recapturing the patient, 11 resulied in Baziey giving his notice to
quit.

Health

Tn 1846 the cholera outbreak that had prevailed in Exeter and its neighbourhood
struck with severity within the confines of the asvium. On 5 September a
meeting of the Commitice ol Visitors was specially convened 0 consider the
prevalence of English Cholera in the asylum. There had already been 12 deaths
in the month of August. and at the 1ime of the meeting 40 paticnts and some
attendanis had been stricken: the greatest sufferers being the aged. those
suffering with discasc of the chest or with palsy. and “in that state of imbecility
which prevents all reaction’. Dr Bucknill reported:

With a view to checking its prevalence 1 have discontinuced the use of vegetables by
the patients and in licu of potatocs | have substituted rice on the meat davs and one
third more paste on the pic days. During the Jast few davs, the pasiry has been made
of cqual quantities of maize and wheaien flour o lessen the expense of the
augmented farmaceous diet. The gruel for breakfast and supper has been made
according to the dietary with the addition of cavenne pepper - this condiment has
also been added to the rice. In No 5 wards. male and female, conwining the idiotic
and weak patients. strong beer has been substituted for weak table beer which
during close weather is Hable 1o be too new or acid.”

Two wvisiting specialists. Dr Blackall and Mr Barnes. were at a loss 1o
understand why the disease should show itself. The site was well chosen. the
ventilation very cood and the drains excellently managed. They also observed
that the dietary was 2 good one and the bread and the beer. as well as the butter,
excelient in their kind. The visitors™ comumittee accepted the hindings of Dr
Blackall and Mt Barnes who concluded that within little more than 12 months:

there are brought together necarly 230 patenis caming from various quarlers. many
after very long confinement. others alfected with bodilv discase, or wdiots, quite
helpless and incapable of taking the leasi care of themselves. Should an cpidemic
oceur in the house or be introduced to it the effect an these debilitated habis will be
proportionally great. ™

Classification of patients

Sactal change occurred within the asylum n 1848 when it was resolved that a
higher class of parient should be adriitted and that “two separate wings of the
buildings be appropriated and fitted up for that purpose™.’” Alter advertisements
were placed in The Times, The Daih- News, The Lancer and Exeter Flving Post
such private patients were admitted. and it was estimated that afler deductions
for maintenance and staffing a total of & private paticnts would improve the
hospital’s income by £193 per week. Compared to the County pauper patients
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who were, al that time, charged 8s shilhings per week. and the Borough paupers
charse (hecause they did not contribute to the County rate of taxation) of 115 6d.
this was of considerable financial benefit.

By 1849 there were 369 patients in the asylum. 210 female and 139 male.
Two vears later the 1851 Census throws further light upon those accommodated
there. By then the numbers had risen o 428 patients with 31 resident staff. The
oldest pauper paticats were two unmarried women of 78 vears: onc had been a
schoolmistress and the other a servant. The voungest was a child of nine years.
the daughter of a tailor. Private patients were small in number, 5 malc and 4
female. Of the men who were classified as private patients. occupations were
listed as a retired chemist and druggist. a butcher. a licensed victualler. a baker
and a farmer. The women were identified as being either gentlewomen or of
independent means. In the asylum at that ume was a small group of s1x criminal
paticnis. four of them being identificd as lunatics. The remaining 413 were all
identificd as pauper paticnts, with diverse occupations. many of the men from
the extractive industries whilst many of the women (where their occupations had
been identificd) had been servants. One was listed a ‘kept mistress™.”

By 1856 the asylum had within its walls 224 male and 272 female patients.
So successful had it become that there was a temporary need for an over-flow
house until the asvlum premises could be extended. A house was taken for a
lcase of one year. at a vent of £100 p.a.. at Trefuses Terrace. Exmouth. to
accommodate the overflow of patients. On 5 Avgust 29 female patients were
transferred. enabling Plymouth Corporation to be informed that their patients
could now be accommadated at the asylum from 10 August. Plymouth’s request
that the civ’s pauper patients be adomtted to the Devon County Asylum
siznalled Devon’s final acceptance of the institution’s important role in the care
of the mentally ill.

The records relating to the Devon County Pauper Lunatic Asvlum for the
vears 1841-1856 are preserved in the Devon Record Office.’” They prove that
under the direction of a dechcated governor, Dr John Bucknill, the institution had
become well established and was fultilling its original concepts. The building
contimucd to serve the county of Devon as a hospital for a further 130 vears.
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The Devon Historian. vol. 78,2009, pp. 57-66.
The cost of living in Elizabethan Devon

John Roberts

Those of us who have lived long enough to see basic wages rise, in some cases.
one hundred-fold in less than 30 years, may have a morbid interest in our own
society and its historic endurance ot inflatton. But any method of matching
living standards with those of a remote period will inevitably be unsatisfactary.
For example, there is no way to compare the regular payments to chantry priests
praving for souls in 1485 with the expense of wigs in 1785, the price of a high
bicycle in 1885 and of a video-recorder today. To purchase a plurality for a clerk
in Holy Orders cost an Exeter merchant, John Willoughby. £4 in October 1558;
and a dispensation for a mamage cost him £5. Both had to be obtained from
Rotne with the aid of a London notary. plus another £5 that he paid for a further
dispensation on 12 Novembee.! Doubtless both these deals fell through when the
voung queen Elizabeth ascended the throne five days later. Thereafter, any such
pavments went only to the church courts inside England - and we know many of
the charges m the diocesan courts in Devon. This led to a useful fall in some
costs. Social patterns change, an expense once luxurious becomes quasi-
essential. other charges become irrelevant; and the shift of expenditure from ane
itern to another, over a period, distorts the whole pattern for later observers.

Nor does it even end there. We are wealthier beyvond comparison with our
ancestors. One computation has suggested that the middling-to-large medieval
castle employed over 300 servants to achieve the work-load disposed of by a
single madern housewife with electrical equipment at her beck. Yet one may
wonder whether the satisfaction achieved by the housewife with her vacuum-
cleaner switched off and on is at all comparable with that of the lady of the
castle at whose nod the staft of domestics scurried and curtsied. Those flunkeys
were expensive. In 1380 when Sir John Gilbert of Greenway and Mr. Edward
Yarde of Bradley visited Dartmouth 'with their retinue abour the muster' the
meal paid for by the Mayor cast the borough £2 4s 84" - at a lime when a fair-
sized repast could probably bhe bought there for 6d.

The only way to gct a sansfactory idea of a standard of living is in its own
rerms, and what follows 1s am attempt to give this for Elizabethan Devon. No
statistics are available. but. fortunately, relevant docuinents offer a general
picture, and, supplemented by other information, much can be discovered or
inferred. The cost of living rose during the queen's reign. most of all during the
final decade. but many charges and costs were still fixed by tradition and the
indication which these give may suffice for our purpases. Dr. W.G. Hoskins
reckoned thar before industriatization the average spending on food and drink
taok around 90% of income for the mass of people. Since one harvest in four
might be below average, the people were very vulnerable to fluctuations in



priccs and thercfore the cost of living varied considerably, if not every vear,
centainly over short periods. sometimes months, sometimes years. And of course
the proportion of the population wha, for a varicty of reasons, lived partly or
wholly autside the market economy was much greater than today.

In 1595 two proclamations were approved in Exeter. within a day or so of
cach other.” They fixed the wages respectively for the city and for the county of
Devon. Promulgated by the magisirates of the city and the county. they were
broadly the same and in places identical. But there were ceriain significant
differences which give some clues to ecconomic differentiation and raise
questions.

Labourers were expected to make do with less money during the winter
months. Daily maximum weekly wages in summer would mclude 4d for
victuals. Assuming a six-day week and a married warker with children, the
average voung family would then have to subsist on 2s per week for food and
the same amount for all other expenses. In wintertime only 15 6d would be paid
in wages for each. Some idea of the cost of food far a child may be glimpsed: at
Ashburton in 1362, for the upkcep of an orphan whose relatives contributed to
his mcome, his guardian received 14s each guarter.

At corn harvest-time Devonshire mowers were to be paid 25 6d tor basic
wages. plus 2s 64 for victuals. The higher rates had two probable causes. Despite
the extra food provided at harvest-time, the long hours and hard work required
more foodstuffs in the family meals: and competition for workers would
inevitably put on pressure and tend Lo raisc rates.

In 1584 the Devon justices sct the vearly rate for a bailiff or servant of the
best sort’, capable of directing the work of others, at 60s 4d, with apparel. or 735
84 without. A man scrvant of the third-best sort. or a plain labourer in
husbandry, at 40s, {probably with apparel); and 4 woman scrvant of the best sort
able to take charge of malting, brewing and baking at 165 8d with apparel or 235
4d without.*

On¢ Devon veoman, William Boniwell, who employed a workman in 15096,
allowed 6d a day for his diet. In August 1398 the average day's wages that he
paid to a reaping man were 124 and to a woman reaping was about 6d or 7d. A
manservant (no doubt a domestic with board provided) was engaged for 54s 4d
(or the whole of 13997

Although the Privy Council allowed the Spanish prisaners in Devon in 1588
only 4d per diem the Mavor of Dartmouth may have raised it: but the 3d he
required to have reimbursed included pay for their guards.” Between the issue
and reissuc of the city assessment. the monthly rates for scamen serving on the
merchant coasters against the Spanish Armada in 1588 was 145, There the total
cost of wages and victuals was esfimated as 23s 4d per month Jor cach man.

Seamen in Dartmouth were paid at Armada time at the rate of 10s per week
inclusive. that is. (he new rate of 1585 In 1543-4 some local men called for
defence in East Devon had been ordered to receive 4d per day, but as they did
nol get paid properly this may have been considered a high figure.” When, in
1572, a neighbouring local gentleman. Sir Arthur Champemeown. had proposed
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that 500 tocal fool-soldicrs would volunteer tor the queen's service. he suggesied
that they should be paid Rd per day."”

The paviments made by Dartimouth for the borough's two vesscls serving for
six weeks against the Anmada also ilHustrate craft differentials. Aboard ship a
cooper received 2s 6d weekly, the purser not quite 3s. The master gunner got
less than 3s 64 but the master carpenter nearly 4s. The pilot was paid 5s per
week and the Master received over 11s weekly.'' At the end of the “90s, Sir
Ferdinand Gorges. as commander of Plymouth Fort. requested that his men be
paid at the dailv rates of 2¢ for a licutenant, 1s for a gentleman porter and for a
gumrner. and 8d for cach soldier.”” On the 1596 Cadiz expedition that sailed from
the port. foot soldiers were paid only 2d per day."” but must have been victualied
it addition: and. no doubt. expected plunder at the sacking of the town.

Fees paid for more professional services likewise varied greatly. Thomas
Saundcr. parish clerk of Ashburton. received a stipend of £8 pa, an income of
just over 3s per week, bul one must assume that he also received payments for
various tasks, official and unofficial. performed in the course of his duties. In the
same parish George Dabernon. a local attomey who for 20 years compiled the
accounts. regularly charged 6s 8d for that task. and in 1571 or 2 he was paid 3s
4d for making the statutory account of the collection for the poor.” the daily foe
then being charged by an Execter apothecary for attending on a patient.” Al
Milton Abbas in 1588 the parish expended 2s tor the making of a copy of its
muster-book. When Dartmouth required secretacial help in the same vear the
borough paid 2s “to Sir John Gylbert's man for writing a fetter’.'®

Other services could, of course. alse vary grcatly in cost, and this is
particularly evident with tfransport charges. In [367-8 two men at Kilmington
were paid 2s for watch and ward with a prisoner for one day and one night. They
were paid a further 3s to take him to Exeter (his supper on route cost 3d). The
fees to enter him in prison cost 3d and two penny loaves were also purchased for
him: plus Id for a quart of cider. For the three nights that he was waiched by
different men they were cach paid 2d.”

The variations in carriage charges must in part have depended upon whether
the jowrney was being necessarily undertaken or whether specially performed for
the purpose. In 1560 the cost for two men's hamess 1o the parish of Morebath in
Somerset (on the cdge of Exmioor) was £3, but its carriage to London from
Exeter cost only 2s, doubtless by the regular highway carrier.” From Exeter to
Holcombe. a wmere 25 miles, the charge was 12d4. But in 1570 when the
Constable of Bampton Hundred brought back hamcss from London -
presumably the whole distance - he was paid 75, and | 2d was the charge to take
a corselet to Excter.’” In queen Mary's time &d was paid to provide a horse for
the jourmney from Ashburlon to Excter. 2 distance of some 15 mifes, but in the
next reign the standard ratc of payment for anvone riding there on the borough's
business seems to have been 16d.™

Paymenis for goods and scrvices are onc side of the coin: prices are the
other. There are very many references to prices of all sorts during the reign and
they are no less complicated to fit into patterns. [t may be helpful to starl with an
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earlier list, which is fuller than most from the queen's reign. When Tavistock
Abbey was dissolved in 1536 the following charges of the officials concerned
were listed:™'

Malf a salmon 7d or 8d Raisins 1y '2d o2
Owsters (mid-November) 4d per 100 Almonds 3d oz

down 1o (Marchy 2d " Cheese »d 1h
aveal 2d, 3d.or 4d Ib Salt (bushel} 9d or 10d
muttan 224-26d Figs 1d tb
pia (pork) $s td to & Pepper 115 *:d
chickens 1d cach Ginger 2d oz
capons 6d4-Rd Cloves, mace 5z 'd oz

Cmammon ~d oz

Nearly fifty years later, 2 Somerset merchant, writing ta John Trevelyan, on
the border of Devon. quoted znother serics of prices:

sugar 184 1b anisceds 84 b
ginger 25 1b lignorice 4d Ib

mace 8d oz dantask prunes 3d b
clove 6d oz raisins 28 'id |b
"Graynes” 164 1h currants 4s id

But he concluded with a flounsh that ‘Anvthing eise you want shall be at
your commandiment™.” Ginger and rasing, at least, seem to have gone down in
price: perhaps by ther available in quantity.

For the last four years of the contury. a series of expenses of our Devon
ycoman give some figures.™ In London it cost him Ss to have his watch mended
and a purse to hold 1t cost 4d for the velvet, 4d for the ribbon and 2d for having
it made. A pafr of shoes cost 25 2d. but another two pairs which he had edged
with velvet each cost 2s 8d. Two knives cost him 8d apiece. He also bought 30
gold buttons for a hat-band at 54 each. The workman whom hc cmployed was
allowed 6d a day for his diet. Again in London he paid 6d for a quirc and a half
of paper.

Other miscellancous payments that he made, this time in Devon, included:

b twine to cord his peas 10d 7 hogsheads of lime 245

I pr of shoes 2s 4 steers at Tavistock [av. price] £1 25
(Onec additionaly £1 63

Fine wool per 1b 20s '»d Shoulder of veal 7d

fleeces (black %iby per Ib 104 3cheeses 11d

20["?] Pairs of vloves 4d Breast of veal 7d

Gold ring 8s

Notes on prices paid for sea-victuals by govermment purchasers in 26 Eliz.
and ten vears later showed that from 20s a quarter of wheat (that is 2§ ib)
doubled in price to 405. A barrel of butter was alsa up, from 40s to £4, and 2 wey
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of cheese had almost doubled, from 28s to 533s. A (un of beer cost only half as
much again as formerly - from 245 {0 355, but the casks to contain it had doubled
in price. and stock fish and ling had risen between 30 and $0% in price. Clearly
the increasing demands for provisioning hagd played a part. bul also apparent is a
rise m the cost of fabour. Vicwals for the ships fighting against the Armada
inctuded beer at 10s 6d a hogshead {gallon), butter at 4d per th: a hogshead of
peas cost 3s 8d. candles were 54 a 1b. and tallow 65 8d a stone.™ When ryc wag
selling at locally at 9s a bushel. the city rulers of Exeler made a contract to buy
3600 bushels at half this price and then scll it at 35 4d a bushel =

In 1396 the queen's messenger. travelling 700 miles in (he West and taking
ten days, received £R. that is. 16s for approximately 70 miles and an overnight
stay. but no doubt he was accompanicd by servants. who had to be paid tor. AL
Ashburton. where the Dean of Exeter held the court of the Peculiar
{(jurisdiction), the parish paid in 1568-9 several of the items of expenditure. 45 44
to Robert Chafe to keep the court and 8d tor 'Gunston for his horsemeat. The
dinner that they gave him cost 35 6d for fish. 3s (or bread. butter and so forth. 3s
3d for wine. sugar and ale. and 18d for 'small raisins. egees and spices”.™

Miscellaneous pavinents are frequently met with: the snag s 1o make them
mecammzful. At Kilmington a foothall {probablv an animal bladder) cost 4d:
surprisingly. consrdenng the treatment usually given dunng a game. there was a
note ‘it remaineth”.”” At Ashburton in 1560-1 a small pin cost 2s “2d. a lock for
the church-housc door 6d. and a nin bottle to carry wine for the church cost 12d.
A porpoise cast up on the sca-shore al Alvington in 1363, although already
putrid. was valued at 127" A few years later John Broucke was paid lor
‘making' (thai is writing out) the Ten Commandments in the church.™ In 1593,
300 fleeces of wool from Kennce were sold for £30, which averages out ai 2s
apicce.”

The cost of tircarms was less relevant to daily {ife but guns. for example.
were also used for hunting. legally or athenvise. In 1597 Chagtord parish paid
i2d for nwvo flask leathers (to hold powder). &d for 21b ol fead and 4d for 2 Ib of
match. Two years later 3d was patd for a bulict bag. plus 2s 10d for a pike-staff
and for fitting the head upon it.”™

Some payments are more difficult 10 ¢valuate, being even more diverse and
complex. When a man was hanged at Plymouth in 1577, 7s 6d was paid for the
gallows, the charge for carrying the ladder was 4d and the hangman received 3s
a4 Tn 1392 the stock in trade of a tanner a1 Chudleigh amounted to £138 in
value.”” Various men were paid tor making a new stile at Milton Abbas in 1388.
One received for ane day's work and owo others respectively 11d and 2s for thiee
days apiece.” At Chagford in 1564 a tailor was paid 4s for making three coats
and threc pairs ol breeches. although another received only 35 105 for making
four coats and the samec number of breeches. At Ashburton in 1562 a tailor
received 18d for four pairs.”™ Twelve vears later 2s was paid tor leather to mend
the hamess. most of this being for carriage of the materials and on completion.™
Even taxes may be mentioned. To avoid the trouble of having non-standard
length cloths vnfolded. in 1586 merchants of Lvme and Tapsham agreed to pay
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25 6d on each shipped.” At Plymouth the town was granted 12d from the
customs upon overy hogshead of pilchards (or 18d if shipped by an alien).™
Negotiations on such remission were likely to take place wherever the town
could exert some influcnce.”™

Although the incomes of the gentry were so much larger than others. their
expenses were also much areater.”® As is pointed out in a useful discussion ™
comparing historical price-levels. a genldeman of a nobleman would expect to
pav much more for an article identical to one bought by a pichian ** But other
things were more strikingly different. William Lante. an Excler merchant. in
1369 left £182 when he died intestate. and his executors decided to lay out £33
on the funeral.™ Such luxuries are beyond computation. Simifarly. in his will, Sir
Gawen Carew decreed a tomb for himsclf and his wife to be erected in Exeter
Cathedral at a cost of £40.%

Books. of course, were expensive. A bookseller's hst survives at Exefer lor
items sold (although this is in 16191 One old copy of the works of Galen (the
carly medieval physwctan) was song for 255 two copies of the local bishop.
John Jewel, cost 12s apiece. one copy of the Scriptures in Hebrow cost 68 and a
church bible 30s. A history of Venice was priced at 7s and Bodin's D¢ Republica
457 But associaled costs probably vanied as much as in the supposedly free and
compefibive market of 1993 when two shops in a large scaside village could on
the same dav guote the varying sums of £70 and £32 for the similar framing of a
I3 square foot painting!

What conclusions may one draw? It scems that one might feed and clothe
oneself and live not teo badly n Devonshive for between 25 6d and 3s 6d per
week at e start of the reign. This figure rose. very stowly at first. until the last
decade and then more sharply, when the figures are more hikely to run from 3s to
7s 6d. A substantial meal would cost frorn 4d 1o 8d. and although only one of
these was caten cach dav it couid be afforded solely at the oxpense of other
things. The ‘middling sort’ might live after this fashion. as crafismen. small
traders. pefty officials. curates. perhaps as vounger sons of yeomen. or as
subordinates of several kinds. So a minimum income of £12-£15 in 1558 or £25-
£30 by the end ol'the reign would be necessary for them.

We have a comparison of interest for Exeter in Professor MacCaffrey's
discussions. He mentions the mayor's cook receiving £8 a vear with livery: the
schoolmaster getting £30. but that no ¢leric in the ¢ity received mare than £20.
His suggestion of £100. that is about £2 per week. as the lower imit of income
for prosperous city merchants seems to fit the years around 1600. He mentions
comparable figures for smaller Devonshire gentry in the early seventecnth
century enjoying about between £30 and £100 a year from their estate,™ that is
only £1 or £2 per week. but these of course would have a good deal of non-
monetary income. The labourers were very much poarer: the fanded gentry very
much richer than the mddiing sort.

It tnay be worth menttoning for readers accustomed to a credit card socicty,
that the costs of borrowing are usually high, if not prohibitive, in an era of
inflation that to anvonc with memones of the 19705 docs not look extreme.
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Sccurity stilt came with possession of property. a hedge against mflation and the
turnisher of many commodities otherwise expensive. Figures cannot casily
explain these. The 3s 4d picked up by a prosperous lawyer for hall a dozen
words of advice could supply board and lodging for half a wecek for his stable-
bov or a week's wages for a labourer on one of his farms. Nevertheless, 3s 4d
could also represent a number of substantial meals, even in 1600, and we may
thug keep that in mind at a time when it wil), as a sixth of 2 pound. nat even buy
one small glass of beer in a tavemn. In a few vears it will probably nat buy a box
of matches. which in 1585 were not available - ai any price.

The startling variations possible. however. tmay be illustrated by a personal
reminiscence. Late in 1943, living in London. a fTiend introduced me to a sinall
working-class eating house in Chelsca or Fulbham where we were served with 8
simple but not inadequate mid-day meal for 8d. at a time when elsewhere, even
with governiment substdies for staple foods. it would have cost over double that
sum. 8d was the price Dr Johnson had paid (including one penny for the waiter)
it the Tate eighteenth century for a substantial dinner. Chacint a son gout!
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{renamed Lower Avshford Farm in the 19305} and Lower Ayshford Dairy {now
known by its seventeenth-century name as Locks Cottage), The foundations of
some of the more substantial butidings can still be seen or have been converted
into farm sheds. but most of those cottages. being built of cob with thatched
roofs, have disappeared without trace.

Avshford as a communiy has cxisted since Saxon times, providing the
manor with its vitleing and serfs, but hike the houses they lived o, they left no
cvidence of their individual existence. Domesday records that the Ayshford
manor was supported by ‘4 villans. 7 bordars and 3 scrfs’. sugeesting that in
Norman Lmes the hamlet consisted of at least fourteen cottages. Hs successor,
conducted during the reigns of Henry 111 and Edward 1, was Testa de Neviil, but
this survey gives no figures for the population as it was only required to provide
thc names of those responsiblc for paving the Crown’s fee.” The most complete
mediacval survey ol the population was provided by a serics of Lay Subsidies
conducted between 1290 and 1334 (Edward I, Edward I and Edward (11} these
were used to pay lor parliameniary expenses. such as Edward [11's campaizn
against Scotland in 1327, Although some individuals and groups were excluded.
as were those deemed to have possessions worth less than six shillings (£81.30),
these returns provide a valuable insight into the distribution of weaith. and the
location of an estimated (wo-thirds of the population. The most compleic
surviving record for Devon was for 13327, which included a scparate listing for
the manor of Avshford in the Hundred of Halberton.” For this subsidy John de
Ayshford was assesscd for a payment of [8d (£21). and his ten manorial tenants”
were reguired to provide a further 1384 (£1613 Unfortunaiely, these Lay
Subsidies were the last surveys to identify individual manors within the parish ol
Burlescombe. All subscguent surveys, inctuding the Devon Subsidy Roll 1524-
7. Subsidy Roll 1381, Proteslation Retumn 1641-42 and Hearth Tax 1674, only
provide lists of names that can be placed within the parish by supporting
evidence from other sourges.

Afier a gap of nearly rwo centuries, from 1332 to the Subsidy Roll of 1325,
it is hardly surpnising that the sole family name that can positively be identified
is that of Nicholas Ayshford (1483-13537) though two houscholds in the
Burlescombe parnish list have the sumame Trykhay that could well be descended
from Thomas Trecchere. The Ayshford Sanford archive includes a large number
of tenancy records, including one three-hife lease”, granted by Nicholas Ayshford
{(1507-1585} in Seplember 1379 to John Rewe (or Avshford Meade. and another
for the sante property granted by his grandson, Henry Avshford (1576-1630). in
February 1619 to Thomas Markes a weaver.” but it is not until ]662 that the
population of the village can be confidenuy assessed. Following the death of
Henry Avshford {(1640-1642). an Ayshford Manornal Roll was compiled with a
full list of (he 16 three-life tenants and their ages:™” when the bailiff and other
Avshiford Court domestic staff are taken into account, there must have been a
minimum of twenty households. giving a total population, including children, of
at least eighty. Of particular interest is the extent to which this group of working
men and women moved from place 1o place. for only John Webber and Wilham
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Courton, of the eligible men from this 1ist of 1662 (aged at least 393, had signed
the Burlescombe Protestation return in 1641, Martin Hellyar {alias Knowles),
who had been granted the Icase of a house in the village and 8.5 acres in April
1637, joined the Ayshford signatories in 1641, but gave up the tenancy and so
was not included in the roll of 1662, Twelve vears later. when the Hearth Tax of
1674 was compiled. seven of those sixteen tenancics had becn retained: namely
Edward Bowerman (Bowderman), Richard Bowdon (Bowden). Bumphrey
Gamsey. William Courtney (Courton), Jonathon Webber, George Alford and
John Atkins (pauper). with Themas Courton, who had been given a copyhold
labour tenement in May 1642,

[t seerns likely that the Webbers came 1o the village in the early part of the
seventeenth century, when Nicholas Webber was appoinled as Reeve for the
manor by Roger Ayshford (1534-1611%' the property with its surrounding
meadows. which was at the lower end of the village, being known as Webbers
until the late eighteenth century. The other property 1o retain the name of its
builder was Bowdens. Humphrey Bowdon, clothworker, came 1o the village
around 1650. receiving a lease from Henry Avshford (1576-1650) for a
messuage in the middle of the street; renewed by his son Richard in 1668, il
remaincd in the Bowden family for 99 vears until around 1750, when it was
raken on by John Broom. The Bowdcen association was acknowledged by
Fursdon: *Bowden named after Richard Bowden or his father lived there in
1670. Paid ratc of 3 pence and 1 penny for his close in 23 yoar of reign of
Charles I [By Act of Parliament Charles Il's reign was deemed to have started
in 1649 following the death of his fathcr Charles 137"

By the end of the scventeenth century Ayshford Street consisted of around a
dozen propertics. with leases granted between 1681 and 1704 to lenants with 2
wide variety of cmployment: Thomas Bowerman joiner. Richard Shepherd
weaver. Richard Bowden clothworker, Charles Alford woolcomber. Richard
Gamsey cordwainer. Richard Hellvar and Thomas Rowe smallholders. Their
individual rentals varied from 2s 6d (£30) to over £9 (£1.140), according 1o the
amount of land they took on and whether they were committed Lo 7 or more days
work on the estate.'” Over the next 50 years the population of the village started
to expand again. William Sanford, and his son William, huilt five new cotiages
in the village. the first of which was feased to Elizabeth Evans in January 1705:
three were taken on by Thomas Wonlcoll. woolcomber, in March 1716 and the
last by John Evans in May 1727."% A water grist-mill and its holding ponds was
built on the slope below the chapel, at about the samc time, and Francis Shallis.
miller, was given a cottage and messuage in the village. Tn 1726 John Gamscy
was given authority to convert one of the village bamns to a tan-house, and to
create a tan-vard on the adjacent plot for a peppercom rent.

By 1750, when Johr Broom sergemaker took over the lease for Bowdcens.
Ayshford Street had already gained 2 reputation for work in the wool trade. In
17531 Broom obtained cover from Sun Fire Insurance to nsure his “workhouse,
warchouse and stable under onc roof, stone cob and thatched for £100;
household goods and stock therein for £300°, which had all been moved to
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‘Bowdens in Ayshford Street’. Three vears later m 1754 his business had
expanded. with an additional property called Blacklands ‘all stone cob and
thatched’, requiring his cover to be increased to £600. The location of
Biacklands was not stated in the policy. but was presumably in Kentisbeare. lor
in 1760 he took on a second house in the street {Ayshford} for his woolcomber
and an ‘additional” property in Kentisbeare. increasing his cover to £800.'

Avshford Population 1066-2006

Figure 2: The estimated poapulation of Avshford Street 1066-2006.

Unfortunately this period of relative prosperity was short-lived. for the
introduction of industrial machinery 1 the new mills in Tiverton and Uffculme
made home-weaving progressively less profilable. According to Polwhele. by
the end of the eighteenth century the sergemaker’s trade in Ayshford Sireet was
m decling. Fifty vears later, the 1841 and 1851 census retums show that it had
disappeared completely. The village population. which had pcaked at about a
hundred in 1760 with over twenty tamilics Living in the *strect”. declined to a
dozen houses and cotrages (Fig. 2}

Agricultural Jabourers were still needed by the manor, and there were other
trades that mainwained a reasonable level of employment in the village; with the
arrival of the ‘navvies’ in 1811, to build the Grand Western Canal, at least the
Red Bail *beerhouse™ must have been a thriving establishment for a few years,
The village lost two cottages in the path of the canal and the road to Ayshford
Court was diverted. but otherwise the shape of the village was unaffected. The
tast of the holding ponds feeding the grist-mill beside the chapel was rctained.
atlowing the mill to continue operating for another 30 yvears: in 1860 this pond
was filled in and the mill replaced by a new water mill that formed part of the
Court’s outer courtvard.

Between 1810 and 1840 the number of occupicd dwellimes continued to fall.
s0. by the year of the firsi detailed census in 1841, there were 11 empty
properties with only 25 adults and 12 children in the whole of the village. which
included Avshford Court’s tenant farmer Nathanicl Cook. his wife Sarah. and
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their domestic and farm staff. Nathanic! Cook had become the tenant in 1834,
when he was 26. laking over from John Nodges. with 2 rental payment of £449
{£3.220)."" He would remain at the Court for the rest of his life: he died in 1878
when the lease was taken an by his son, William. From this low point in [84]
there was a rapid recovery: within ten years cvery house in the ‘street” was
occupied, the population had more than doubled. reaching 86 in 1851, and
Edward Ayshford Sanford was mvesting in new cottages for three of his tenants.
The majority were still agriculural Fabourers, but three were deseribed in the
census return as “gent’ or of “independent means’, and there were threc
tradesmen. Simon Hitchcock a cordwainer {boot- and shoc-maker), Robert
Hutchings the estate mitler and Thomas Hurford a lime brewer.'” After 1861 the
number of properties and the population slowly declined. so that to day all that
rematns of the original *street” are Ayshford House (Ayshford Cottage). Lower
Ayshford Farm {Bowdens) and Locks Cotlage (Lower Ayshford Dairy). All of
the old cob and thaich cottages have disappearcd. though some of their remains
can still be 1dentified. The population reached its lowest pomt at the end of the
nincteenth century. the 1901 census recording just six wnhabited propentics in
Ayshford, with 16 adults and children. There was little change over the
succeeding seventy years, except for a temporary unrecorded ‘spike” between
1841 and 1945, when. it is understood, three or four farmilies were billeted 1
Ayshford Court and Ayshford House. By 1975, with onc new farm bungalow
built, there were scven occupied dwellings and a total population of cighteen.
Today, a further two propertics brings the total to winc. providing
accommodalion for nineteen adults and six children.

The only published maps that provide any derails of Ayshford’s “street”,
prior to publication in 1841 of the (839 Tithe Commissioner’s survey, arc the
Grand Western Canal Company’s survey by Robert Whitworth in 1769
(superimposed with the orizinal canal route for submission to Parhament for the
Navigation Act of 1796). a new Canal Company plan. produced in 1810
{supcrimposed with the amcnded route for the canal s part of their submission
to Parliament for the Navigation Act of 1811). and a far less detailed Ordnance
Surveyor's drawing published in 1801.° None. of these three maps. can be said
to give more than a rough outline of the properties that made up the “street’.
However. a conveyance produced tn 1811 for William Ayshford Sanford, listing
all relevant properties in his Ayshford and Burlescombe cstate thal were to be
acquired by the Canal Company, was recently discovered in the Devon Record
Office by the Chairman of the Sampford Peverell Society. This conveyance was
accompanied by an cstate map (Fig. 3), supcrimposed with the route of the
canal. it will be seen that this map. which has been annotated with the names of
individual propertics. shows Ayshford Court. the chapel and all coutages and
butldings in the “street’. As the plan of the Court includes all those barns known
to have been completed prior ta 1730, but omits the mid-eighteenth cemury
addition of the rebuilt Gatehouse and southem side of the outer courtyard. and
also shows the chapel with its 3-bell cupola. which was removed m the mid to
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1939, Having a lale Georgian appcarance, successive owners had abways
considered the house to be early nincteenth century, but recent renovations
cxposcd construction technigques that established the earlier date. Typically, costs
had been kept to a minimum by using second-hand materials, from adjacent
redundant cottages, and pieces of Tudor and seventeenth-century timbers were
found to have beon used by the builders. They also incorporated an adjacent
sevenieenth-contury cottage as an annexe. to serve as its kicchen. retaining the
original fireplace and mantel and two pinc doors. The house. which was known
as Avshford Cottage until about 1890, was extended into land bordering the new
road in the ninetcenth century, to provide modem sanilation and additional
accommodation.

The two semi-detached stone and brick houses, on the opposite side of the
road and immediately bencath the canal bridge. now known as Ayshford
Cottages, were built by Edward Ayshford Sanford prior to 1860, probably as
replacements for the Dairy Housc and Mow Barton cotiages that were destroyed
when the canal was built and two “street” coftages. known as Brickman’s,” that
used to evist in the field below them. The original stone footbndge, which
crossed the roadside stream and led to Mow Barton, was inadvertently destroyed
by the District Council when undertaking flood prevention measurcs in the
1990s. Although much modified, Lower Ayshford Farm. formerly Bowdens. is
the oldest surviving house in the ‘street’. As previously mentioned. it was
wdentified by Fursdon in 1670 as the property of Richard Bowden. or his father.
both of whom were living there in 1662: their absence from the Protestation list
of 1041 implies that the land on which Bowdens was built was probably leased
from Henry Avshford {1640-1662) around the ume of the Restoration. The lease
of the property was oniginally madc out for a tcnement and about 4 acres of
orchard and meadow {Bowden's Mcad). it remained as a business premises until
the mud-mincteenth century, when Nathaniel Cook at Ayshford Court was
farming 3538 acres. moslly above the canal, and Wil James of Sampford Peverell
acquired Bowdens with arpund 70 acrcs below the canal. According to the 185
and 1861 census returns. he never hived in the wvillage, and the house was
occupied by farm labourers. He appears to have given up his lease in the late
1860s. for. since 1871 Bowdens has been known as Lower Avshford Famm,
being run as & traditional dairy farm until the end of the twentieth contury. Little
remaing of Linhay Barton on the opposite side of the road except for two walls
of a cattle shed that recently lost its roof and is scheduled to be replaced.

After Lower Ayshford Farm, with its engineering works and new bungalow,
the road continues on its original track towards Holbrook, with nothing to show
for the six cottages known as Woolconts. Perrys. Pitt Close and Webbers. to
Lock’s Cottage. The origin of this name cannot be determined. as only one lease,
to Thomas Rowe of Sampford Peverell in March 1687, refers to this tenement
by that name. The 1839 Tithe Survey includes Lock’s Orchard, but the
farmhouse 1tsell has been known as (Lower} Ayshford Dairy for generations,
with tenant farmers working between 30 and 90 acres of pasture between the
road and the River Lyner. Both Lock’s Cottage and its dairy house, converied
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into a small cottage tn 2001 and known as Swallows, almost certainly have
much older origins or foundations. but there is now nothing vistble that remains
of interest., In the early twentieth century, when John Merrey held the lease of
Avshford Court, and James Parr. dairvman, gave up his wenancy of Locks, the
Avshford Court farm estate was divided: 232 acres was retained by Ayshford
Court and 168 acres was given to Lower Ayshford Farm. In 1939, Iohn Merrey’s
son Frank Mermey, acquired Avshford Court and 11s home farm from Charles
Home-Smith. Some thirty years later. the Court and its home farm werc
separatcd. and in 1978 the remainder of the Ayshford Barton estate. Lower
Ayshford Farm and Lock’s cottage, was sold by Home-Smith to his sitting
tenants.

With both Ayshtord Court and Lower Avshford farms having new
agricultural tied houses. and the dairy housc conversion at Lock’s Cottage. there
are now minc families hyving in the village, and its population has been somewhat
restored. However. with 19 adults and only six children of school age. the
balance belween old and voung in 2008 is markedly diffcrent from earlier times.
Further cxpansion is highly unlikely, as Ayshford is not a community eanmarked
for development by the District Council. unless the otd Court barns can be
converted. Nevertheless, this small community. which has retained its identity
for well over a thousand years, seems set to continue for many generations 1o
come. In time, thosc magnificent oaks that frame the visitor’'s view of this
historic Court and its chapel from the Grand Wesiern Canal will be lost, but the
buildings, and the families that live in this ancient community, seem certain fo
remaif.

Notes and references

I. This article is taken from Avsfjord’s heritage written and published by

Charles Scoti-Fox (2008) for the charity Friends of Friendless Churches. pp.

39-49.

Polwhele 1793-1806, val. 2, p. 367,

3. Testa de Nevill lists the name of Agnes Ayshford for Avshford and William
de Clavill for Burlescombe and Bochill. Sce the Devon section of the Tax
Roll of “Testa de Nevill”™ transcribed by Whale 1898, which, it is stated.
relates ta the end of the reign of Edward [ (1272-1307).

4. The Devonshire Lay Subsidy of 1332, wranscribed by Erskine (1969}

5. Abthough Avshford is in Burlescombe pansh it is properly placed in the
Halberton Hundred but for most returns 3t 1s included with Burlescombe in
the Bampton Hundred.

6. The Ayshford enants were Walter Coliman, Thomas Trecchere. Simon
Breghe, Thomas ic Heir, Adam atte Wiltle, Thomas le Hurt. Roger atte More,
Stephen Maister. Laurence Hore and John Hake. The majority were assessed
for 2 mintmum payment of 8d (£9) indicating ‘villein” or “bordar’ status but
Thormas le Hurt assessed for 25 4d (£61). Roger atte More for 28 (£56) and
Thomas Trecchere for 20d (£23) were radesmen Hiving in the village whose
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stock were taken nto account. The figures here mm brackets here and
elsewhere in the article give today’s monetary values, sce Officer and
Wilhamson 2008.

Howard 1973 and Stoate 1979, 1982 and 1988,

Mediaeval tenancies were ticd 1o three names. In addition to his own the
prospective tenant would choose two persons who could continue the
tenancy after his death. These would usually be his wife and eldest son ar
daughter. During the lifc of any of these three the lease could be renewed by
the payment of “heriot” for a maximum of 99 years. On the death of the last
life, unless heriot had been paid for three new lives. the 1enancy would
immediately revernt to the landlord. irespective of who was living there or
for how long, and the occupants would be thrown out on the street.

Somerset Record Office {(SROY DD/SF2770:7 and 7014, Sanford Estale
documents.

. James Bowdman (60}, James Bowdman jun. (30): George Alford (45) and

widow; Ehzabeth Shopway (67), John Shopway (70): John Webber (83)
and wife (69}, Edward Webber (35); William Courton (423, brother John
Courton (40} Iohn Courton {38}, Joanna Courton (34). James Courton (38);
Richard Bowden (33). Mary Bowden: Margarct Garraby (64), Mary Haynes
(25); Humphrey Gamsey (40). Mary Garnsey (45} Johanna Webber (75)
and daughter {45); William Holby (47); Edward Bowderman (30}, Martin
Bowderman {38). Emmanuel Bowderman {13); Thomas Courton and widow
by Heriot to Richard {18), Mary (20) and Abigale {1R): john Atkins (48},
Mary Atkins (22): Robert Turner (33): Jeffrey Edwards {(62). Jahn Edwards
{30).

. Steate 1982, Burlescombe parish, pp. 39 and 44, The names given in

{brackets) arc alternative speilings for individuals listed in the manonal roll
of 1662.

. Nicholas Webber submitted the Ayshtord Manor accounts as Reeve in 1610,
. Fursdon 1926-27.

. SRO DDVSF2T0/8. 70:9. 70:51, 70:63, Santord Estate documents.

. SRO DD¢SF/2/70:66, Sanford Estate documents.

. SRO DD¥SF/2/70/71, Saniord Estate documents.

. Sun Fire Ineurance Co. Records 1726-1770: included in Sanford MSS

(SRO). A ficld known as Blacklands is shown on the 1839 Tithe map below
the Sampford Peverell-Westleigh road, but no dwelling existed at that time.

. SRO DD/SF 277086, Sanford Estate documents.
. Ancestry: Family free. genealogy and census records {2008) ‘Devon [841-

1901 ¢ensus retums — Burlescombe parish’. online at: www.ancestry.co.uk.

. Copies of the Grand Western Canal Company’s original and amended routes

of the canal and the Ordnance Survey’s Surveyors™ 3 inch drawings 1801
sheet 41 Part 1 together with the 1839 Tithe Commissioners’ survey



published 1841 and the Convevance of Ayshford Sanford land in Devon to
the Canal Cempany are held by the Devon Record Office.

21, Part of a wall from the Dairy Housc can be seen in the canal bank near the
gate in the small field opposite Ayvshford House, but nothing remains of
Mow Barton or Brickman's cottages.

21, SRO DD/SF/2/70/32 Sanford Estate documents.
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Book reviews

Martin Bodman (2008} Devon Leather An ontline history of a lost industry:
nineteenth-cenrury tanners amd ranneries, Tiverton: Leat Press; 165 pp.,
nearly 200 illustrations, softback; ISBN 978-0-9548758-1-7: available from
the auther at 25 Chaffinch Drive, Cullompton, Devon, EXIS 1L, £19.00
plus £3.00 p. and p.

Some rcaders of The Devon Historian will know of Maron Bodman as a
particutarly industrious industrial archaeologist who in 2003 produced a 336-
page survey of the evidence for watenmills and other water-powered sites in the
county. This currently exists only as an interim draft, deposited in sclected
libraries. During his research he became aware ol a gap in the market for works
an tanmeries. and this present work fills that gap extremely well. It provides a
gazeticer of 103 sites. with ncarly twice thal number of {lustrations. mostly
photographs and redrawn large-scale Ordnance Survey maps. but including
samc family irees revealing dynasties of tanncrs, who despitc their noxious
working enviromment enjoved a high status in their dav. Such a work is
particularty appropriate in the county which supports the UK s ast survivimg
oak-bark tannery. at Colvlon, and as far as [ can tell the research. which covers a
longer period than the title suggests, has been exhaustive.

The part 1 found most muriguing was the distribution map of nineteenth-
century tanneries. although closer inspection suggests that five tanneries have
been omitted and Plympion misplaced. But this does not affect the overall
distribution. which shows a marked concentration just north-west and north-cast
of Exeter and a scarcity towards the north and south extremitics of the county.
which | have tended o look on as “cattle country™. One thinks of lohn Leland’s
sixteenth-century observation that the country between Bideford and Hartland
was “very good for broode of catclic™. but by the nineleenth century Hartland
provided the only tannery within a twelve-mile radius. On reflection, cattle were
relatively mobile. and the dismbution evidently relates 1o the centies of beef
cansumption rather than production.

Another page provides details of ten panshes with mincteenth-century
tanneries whose have sites vot to be located. This is tollowed by a list of more
than fifty parishes. seemingly not indexed, which arc belicved to have had
carlier lanneries, the earliest date given being 1382 for Matford (which was nof
actually a parish). To this list could be added Clavhidon and Yarcombe. where
the published 1332 lay subsidy reveals were taxed Roger and John e Tannere
respectivelv. All this should suggest to landscape archacologists that the county
may conlain al lcast 60 umidentified tannery sites. )t would certainly be
interesting to know how the medieval sites comparcd with (hose in the Victorian
heyday of the trade.
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However, there are aspects of the book’s presentation that the purists will
balk at. [ feel it would have benefited from the services of a copy editor since in
some respects the production is non-standard: notably the absence of nalics for
published titles and the use of only two points for an ellipsis. while the presence
of a space between the full stop and the endnote cue occasionally means that the
latter starts the next hine. Also the index seems less than user-friendly with those
parishes with tannerics being coliected under the letter “T°. But overall, this
comes close to being a very sood book mdeed, and is one that merits close
attention from the “Devon Book of the Year” panel.
4G Collmgs

Graham Hobbins (2008) Plymeonth's Civic Centre (No. 10 in the New Series
Publications). The Oid Plvmouoth Society; 46 pp., b/w and colowr
photezraphs and drawings, softcover; obtainable from Gloria Dixon of the
Old Pivmouth Society on 01752 227992, £3.75inc. p. and p.

When it was announced i June 2007 that Plyimouth™s Civie Centre had boen
listed Grade 2 there was an outcry against the move from the local press and
public. Tall concrete blocks such as the Civie Centre have long been discredited
and blamed for all that seemed to go wrong with public architecture in the 1950s
and 60s.

English Heritage defended their decision to recommend the building for
listing with the assertion that it was one of the most important civic centre
buildings of the 1930s n the country. ‘In addition to its technical architectural
merits. the building symboliscs (he cnergy of Britain emerging after the
devasiation of World War 11 and shows the hope and aspirations of that newly
confident Plymouth. We do believe that it is a building to be proud of. and a
stoiking testmony to the spinit which guided the re-building of the City.” The
responsc from many of the residents who went online Lo express their views was
very different. One comment said bluntly: “The building s simiply uzly. 1t nceds
fo be altered drastically or removed totally., So what if it has some inferesting
building materiats? The thing is an eve sore. plain and simple.”

In hiy metculously researched booklet for the Old Plvmouth Society
Graham Hobhins has attempted. with a great deal of success. 1o explam to his
readers why he is so enthusiastic about a building which so many have hittle time
for. He telis the history of the Civie Centre, from its conception in the 1943
‘Plan for Phymouth’, its planning and construction in the late 1950, through to
the official opening by The Queen in July 1942, He describes the vision which
the city architect Hector Stirling had for the recenstruction of Plymouth’s
municipal buildings: *The basic conception of this scheme s the grouping of a
targe number of public buildings in such a manner o give a feeling of
spaciousness and vitality al a focal point in the city centre, and to present to the
moving eye of the viewer a continuously interesting series of visual
compositions both in hesghr and depth”. Stirling. who was overworked and could
not devole cnough time to the project. was succeeded by Geoffrey Jellicoe in
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1957, and it was he whe interpreied Surling’s idea and saw it through to the
opening of the building in 1942,

Perhaps the most interesting part of Graham Hobbins™ booklel is the
description of the carcfully thought-out detail of the interior design of the Civie
Centre. The Council Chamber has specially made chairs and iables of Burma
teak, while on the walls arc oil paintings of the heraldic and historieal symbols
of the city of Plvmouth by Hans Tisdall. In the members” entrance hatl there is 2
mural by Mary Adshead which shows nmportant nawral phenomena and
histarical events related to Plymouth and in an adjoining room there are curtains
depicting the "Pheasant Moon' designed by Tisdall. Hobbing has unearthed other
fascinating details about the building: for example. fow probably know that the
Civic Centre pioneered the use of the P.A.B.X 4 telephone system or that it was
one of the few buildinzs of the period which used a “Thermal Storage Plant” for
its heating regquirements.

A considerable part of the booklet 15 devoled to the exterior surroundings of
the building. which has an ecqually interesting listory. Stirling’s orginal
proposal was {or a ‘civic precinet’, which would be pedestrianised and combine
all the proposed civic buildings (not all of which were blty into one whole. The
*Great Squarc’. as it came to be called, i made up of reclangular plancs of
waler. grass and paving raiscd at different ievels to echo the design of the Civie
Centre buildings. A planned sculpture was thonght too controversial by the City
Council and was never completed. The “Great Square” was listed on the national
landscape register at Grade 2 in 1999,

At the end of the booklet Graham Hobbins adds his own views on the
archntectural importance of the Civic Centre and the conlroversy surmounding the
Grade 2 listing in 2007. He 1s passionalc about the building and s enthusiasm
makes this reviewer determincd Lo return to Plymouth to look with a {resh eye at
some of the featurcs which are so well described. This extensively illustraied
booklet is highly recammended 10 all who are interested in Plymonth’s post-war
history, the coneept behind its re-binth and the value of its architecture and
design.

Mitzi Auchrerlonic

Nicholas Orme (2008) The pilgrim’s guide to Devon’s churches, Excter:
Cloister Books: 186 pp.. profusely illustrated with cofour photoaraphs,
semti-hardback; ISBN 9780955896200; £7.99
This work is a well-planned and compact guide 1o Devon's 618 Church of
England churches. As well as a foreword by the Avchbishop of Canterbury and
an introduction by the Bishop of Excter it finds space for mformation on the
history of Exeter Cathedral by the Dean and two chapters by Professor Nicholas
Qrime. one on the developmient of the countv's churches over two thousand
vears, the other a helpful guide to undersianding the interior of churches.
Suggestians for turther reading are included.

In the gazetteer the county is divided into ten colour coded areas. cach with
2 map and the churches alphabetically arranged for quick reference. Fach church
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has a colour photograph and single paragraph description. many of which
provide a surprising amount of information. There 18 a zood wdex and a
glossary. This is a most useful little guide for anvone interested in exploring
some of Devon's churches. still a central part of our hevitage.

Elizabeth Maveock

Dick Passmore (2008) Power to the cinv: The history of the Exeter Electric L
& Power Station, Haven Road, Exeter, Exeter: Littde Silver Publications: 126
pp. plus introduction and index, various b/w and colour illustrations,
softback: ESBN (954447255, £7.50,

The author will be known to many readers through his involvement with the
Exeter Local History Society and through his well-received book. published in
2002. on Exeter’s Theatre Royal.

Before concentrating on the arrival of electric lighting in Exeter the author
hegins with a useful general account of the harnessing of electricity for industrial
and domestic use. concentrating on the development of the incandescent light
bulb. Thanks to the tenacity of Henry George Massingham overcoming vested
interest and vactllation on the part of the city council, the Exeter Electric Light
Co. wag set up in 1889 and gencrators installed in premises, the Rockfield
Works. in New North Road. The venture soonr ran into financial problems. and
after much soul-searching the companv was purchased by the Exeter City
Council and renamed the City of Exeter Electtic Co. As the demand for
electricity increased the Rockfield Works proved inadequate and, afier much
consideration of other sites, the company’s offices and equipment moved in
1904 to newly built premises in Haven Road.

Designed by the architect Donald Cameron. the Haven Road power station
was regarded as among the finest of its type. The extenior and interior of the
building are lovingly described along with the equipment it housed. The author
includes alse a chapter on its role in the setting up of Exeter’s electric tram
scrvice. Alihough nationalisation in 1947 led 1o the closure of many smaller
clectricity generating centres, that in Flaven Road continued in operation until
1960. The building then served a vanety of purposes until heing finally vacated
in 1997, What follows 1s a sorry story of abandenment. neglect and vandalism.
Nevertheless. the author ends on a note of hope. The premises are being
redeveloped and apartments are now built on the south side. On the other hand,
praposals to tum the main building into a function room. art gallery and small
hotel and restaurant have vet Lo reach fruition. Whatever is to happen, the author
provides an invaluable historical and pictorial record of one of Excter's more
attractive twenticth-century buildings.

This ts well written work on a little-studied aspect of Exeter’s history. The
author draws on a variety of sources, including minutes of the Exeter City
Council Elecrricity Committee and the journal. The Flectrician. The illustrations
arc clear and pertinent: a number being provided from what to the reviewer is a
tittle-known archive held by the South Western Electricity Historical Socicty.



This is a book that will appeal to local. industrial and sociaf historians, and
deserves a wide readership.
S. Bhanji

Charles Scott-Fox (2008) Ayshford’s heritage: Conrt, chapel and comnunity,
London: Friends of Friendless Churches (St Ann's Vestry Hall, 2 Church
Entry, London, EC4V SHB); 34 pp.. 46 colour flustrations, softback: ISBN
9780934701345,

This new book is very well produced and is illustrated with good guality
photographs and printed on high grade paper. It is well written by Charles Scott-
Fox, the eldest son of the eminent archacologists Sir Cyril Fox and Lady Aileen
Fox.

The book 1ells the story of Ayshford, a small hamlet to be found half way
hetween (he mid-Devon villages of Sampford Peverell and Westleiah, Today
this hamiet consists of a small number of propertics, but it was a substantial
manonal holding in the Domesday records going back Lo Saxon times. This book
provides the reader or visitor with an insight into its origins and the community
established by the Avshford family. .

In medieval times Ayshford Court was described as one of the fingst houses
in the west of England, but a declining founding family fortunc and no direct
lineal descent reduced its importance as a family seat. For the past 130 vears the
building has been a farmhouse with the onginal estate of about 400 acres of land
apparcntly intact. By the latc 1970s ali of the land. apan from the chapel field.
had been sold as two scparaie farms. The house is now occupied as a private
dwething.

The earliest written record of a chapel at Avshford 1s to be found in the
register of Canonslcigh Priory in 1282, After the Dissolution. the Ayshford
family mav have taken on the responsibility for paying the priest’s stipend and
maintenance of the chapel. The present Grade 1 listed building is almaost
certaindy on the site of the original chapel, although lack of documentary
evidence and exlensive restoration over the past 500 vears make it difficult to
estabhish this bevond doubt. Ayshford Chapel is larger than most domestic
chapels but there 18 no evidence that it was used for anything other than roufine
scrvices, baptisius and marriages. Funerals and burials took place at the parnsh
church at Burlescombe.

The ¢hapel is built of Westleigh stone with Beer stone details and voleanic
stone butiresses under a Delabole slate roof. There are eleven pews n the nave
and owo in the chancel. There are three Perpendicular windows on both the north
and south sides and similar three-light windows above the allar. The chapel 1s
normally kept locked but 18 open to visitors for four davs at the beginning of
September each vear. Al other times visitors may request the key at Avshiord
Court Farm nearby.

The book has 46 colour illustrations and also contains a useful bibliography
and Ayshford inheritance and family tree. Tt provides a history of the community
established by the Ayshford family and an insight into the origins of the
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buildings that remain to be scen. Allin all, the book 15 a valuable addition to any
local historian’s bookshelf as well as being a useful guidce to the visitor. 1t can be
well recommended.

Neil Macaunlm:

Robin Stanes, Andrew Jewell and Richard Bass (2008) The hnshandry of
Deven and Cornwalf, privately printed: 165 pp.. b/w illustrations, softback;
ISBN 9780936042101%; £8.50 including p. and p.; available from the authoer
at Deep End, Deepdenc Park, Exeter, EX2 4PH.

In July 2000 a conference was held in Letcester entitled ‘Local history in Britain
after Hoskins™. The event marked the fiftieth anniversary of the publication af
W.G. Hoskins' Local historv in England. Speakers remarked upon the great
influence of this volume. Through three editions Hosking came to inspire many
to take up the pursuit of local history. One who came 1o be so inspired was
Robin Stanes. Indeed Stanes dedicates his recent book. The hushandiy of Devon
and Cormvall. 10 Hoskins (as well as (o the late Harold Fox and other historians
of Devon). The authar also goes on fo acknowledge the considerable importance
ol the work of Hoskins for him. .

The Leicester conference observed as weil how Hoskins appreciated and
encouraged the input of those who, from a great range of professional
backerounds, could bring their speeiatist knowledge and expertise to the practice
of local history. Stancs. as one time farmer. has sought fo make such a
contribution with this publication. He commences The fushandm: of Devon and
Cormvall with, tellingly: *I bought Scarswell Farm in Slapton in South Devon in
19527

The fusbandry of Devan and Cornwall is a production to be welcomed as
much as was the revision and reissue in 2004 of his The ofd form (originally
published in 1990: see 1LF. Shepherd, 2008, ‘Robin Stancs (2004) Ofd farming
davs - life on the land in Devon and Cormvall. veview, The Devon Historian,
vol. 76. pp. 33-36). The husbandn of Devon and Cornwall brings together a
serics of essavs published elsewhere over a period of forty vears: “The
husbandry of Devon and Cornwall™ (Stanes. in Transactions of the Devonshire
Association. torthcoming 20101 *“A  Georgicall account of Devon  and
Comwalle™, 1667 by Samuel Colepresse” (Stances. ed.. in franmsactions of the
Devonshive Associarion, 1964). *Devon agniculture in the mid-cighteenth
century: the evidence of the Milles enquines™ (Stanes, in Exefer papers in
economic history, 1969 "Landlord and tenant and husbhandry convenants in
eightecuth century Devon® (Stanes, in Exverer papevs in econcnic history, 1981,
‘Utfculme husbandry™ (Stancs, in A pectliar parish: @ Devon town from Tudor
times. 1997y *Some cultivation techmques in the south-west of England’
(Andrew Jewell. in Exeier papers in economic history. 1981). ‘“The Devonshire
hedgebank™ {Stanes and Richard Bass. in Devon & Cormiall Notes & Oueries.
vols 122 and 124} and “Cliver Cromwell and Devonshire iarming (Stanes, in
The Devan Historian, vol. 77, 20073,
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This compilation allows rcaders to follow through tmportant themes that are
perhaps less prominent or as well interconnected when the individual cssays are
read in isolation. One such theme. and arguably the most important, is the
distinctiveness and significance of the husbandry of Devon. At times this
attracted much praise, seeming to appear unique and advanced: at other times it
brought disdain. apparcently altermative to and behind the progressive practice to
be found elsewhere in the country. Sianes explores understandings and
misunderstandings. He traces back the long history of Devonshire husbandry,
and cxplains its important legacy in modern farming techniques - notably in the
form of ley cullivation. A sccond prominent theme that runs through this
collection of essavs concerns historical methods, The papers are the results of
rewarding rescarch nto the diversity of sources available to the agricultural
histonian and the local historian of farming: contemporary writings, lcases, wills
and probate inventornies. artefacis (1ools and machinery), photographs. oral
history. as well as the evidence “in the field”.

The compilation as a wholc looks back, celebrating that forty vears of work.
while also succeeding in achieving contemporary relevance. I is retrospective in
that in takes readers back to an essential phasc in the development of local
history when progressive economic history ennched practice; a time of
measuring. comparing and evaluating, and of endeavouring to unravel the
complexities of causes and effects — in this casc in the study of agricultural
change. However, the cssays also have a timeless quality. for they help in our
interpretation of the cuftural landscape of Devon in the present. The work of
Stanes, with that of Jewell and Bass. and also like that of Hoskins and Fox.
assists us in comprehending the rural landscape that lies before us today.

Stanes does not idealise or sentimentalisc, but there 1s evidently a sense of
respect - of one farmer towards farmers of long ago - that runs through ius
research. Stanes’ work is a very knowledgeable appreciation of the farmer’s
craft. Furthermore, it is an acknowledzement of that craft’s sophisticated and
sensibive atiuning to the environment of the county of Devon. in its past and its
present,

Andrew L H. Jackson

Gerry Woodcock (2008) Tavistock a history, Chichester: Phillimoere; 132 pp..
154 illustrations incl. 7 maps, hardback: ISBN 9781860773000: £13.99.
This latest hook by Tavistock’s most prolific writer of local works is both a
well-presented fount of historical information and a delight to read. The author,
many of whose previous publications have been reviewed i earlicr editions of
this joumal. was formerly head of history and of sixth form at Tavistock
College, and in 2007 received the title of Honoured Burgess of the fown of
Tavistock. The book. therefore, presents in professional style o comprehensive
account of the lown’s history. and at the same time conveys a feeling of ifs
atmosphere.

While Bronze Age people are known to have inhabited the nearby upland of
Dartmoor. and relics of lower-fevel Celtic presence survive. it was probably the



advance of the Saxons that inittated the first small seuwlement here on the hanks
of the Tavy. This was followed by the esiablishment from 976 of the great
Benedictine abbey, and the age in which the monastery exercised great influence
over the town vntil the Reformation of 1539, Follawing this the abbey lands
passed to the Russell family -~ the carls and later dukes of Bedford - for a second
period of patronage which lasted until the early twentieth century. During these
two eras Tavistock developed as a market town. and as a centre of the waollen
and mining industries. [ts involvement with {inning is seen in its past designation
as a Stannary Town. while profits from the later copper mining provided
wfluence for the present attractiveness of the town ceuntre’s lay-oul and
buildings.

The account is brought fuily up to date with developments and changes in
the most recent years. 50 that, besides being a valued and very readable vecord of
Tavistock’s history, it is also a useful source of reference regarding more
modem events.

Helen Harris

Gerry Woodcock (2008) Tavisrack’s Yesterdays I7, privately printed; 96
pages, 19 illustrations. softback. no 1SBN; £4.95,

Once again. Tavistock people have benefited from the research of Gerry
Woodcack into episodes of the town’s history, and his ability to recount ther in
a clear and interesting way. without any sense of dryness,

In this, the seventeenth annual edition ol lis Tavistock's Yesrerdavs, there
arc just cight chapters. some quite short. The longest by far deals with the
extreme overcrowding of living accommodation and lack of proper sanitation in
the town during the late first half of the nincteenth cenwury. and of four occasions
when matters were raised with the stewards of the Duke of Bedford, the major
landowner. Reports and cotrespondence from malerial held in the Devon Record
Office arc reproduced in full. with linking text by the auther, giving a graphic
account of appalling conditions, and eventual improvement. It is hard 1o believe
that such squalor prevailed here — as doubtless m some other Devon towns — less
than two centuries ago. Although industrial developments ard building skilfs had
rcached a high desree of sophistication, plumbing was swprisingly a “late
developer”

Helen Harris

Books received

Noted below are books not subject to a full published review. These include
publications sent to the Society for information. or anes containing soine
information on Devon but insufficient to receive a full review in this joumal.

Henry Buckton (2008) The lostr viflages, Landon: [.B. Taurus; 256 pp.,

N



illustrated, hardback: ISBN 978-1-84511-671-2; £20.00.
See sections on Hallsands and Morwellham.

Barbara M. H. Carbonell and Mary Wauton (2002} Thirreen Centuries in
Bow alias Nymer Tracey with Broadnymet Devon, Bow and District Historical
Sacietv, 58 pp., illustrated, softcover; no ISBN; £4.95; available ftom Receves
House, Bow, Devon EX17 §EN.

tst Take. Friendly invasion, DVD; £14.95; available from either www, 1st-
take.com or 01454 321614.

See Neil Macaulay (2007) Henry Buckton (2006) Friendiy invasion:
memaries of Operation Bolero’, review, The Devon Historian, vol. 75, pp. 32-
3
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You will be able to see all the pictures on the local studies website:
www.devon.gav.uk/localstudies. but, in the meantime. vou might like 1o whet
your appetite with this picture from the collections. Unfortunately. the original
glass plate nogative s a little the worse for wear. [f vou know where this strect
is, please get in touch with staff al the Westcountry Studies Library in Exeter
(01392384216, Westcountry.libranvia deven, gov.uk).

Dorothy Presswell writes:

I am undcrtaking research on the cartoonists of the Second world war. in
particular their interpretation of political and sociaf issues. [ am having trouble
lacating the wartime issues of the magazine Lilfipri, and would greatly
appreciate any information of sources available. Please wnite to: 37 Redford
Meadows, Kingsbridge. Devon, TQ7 15H,

The format of the Journal and new submissions

At the 2007 AGM of the Socicty it was decided that the existing The Devon
Historicm would be replaced for a trial period by a substantially larger annual
valume. This is in order to raise the profile of the joumal and to accommodate
the greater number of articles being submitted. Apart {rom greater freedom over
length. the criteria by which articles are accepted will not change. These can be
found af the back of the currcnt joumnal and in fuller detail on the website at:
http://devonhistorysociety.blogspot.com/scarch/abel journal.

Contributions - short and long - are still welcemed from the amateur and the
professional, the member and the non-member. Some information normally
published tn the journal. such as notices on the work and programmes of local
history socictics or [rom record offices and other repositories. will be transferred
to the more appropriate context of the new Socicty newsletter, Devan Hisior:
News.











