





Professor Harold Fox (1948-2007): Devon and Leicester;
landseape and locality

Andrew Jackson, Robin Stanes and Bob Higham

‘Look Andrew, over there, that farmer has kept his small ficlds!” [ glanced
momenlarily 1o the south, towards the Raddon Hills, and ndeed one minor tlank
still bore a pattern of small irvegular enclosures. Havold then fell silent, reflective,
his gaze still fixed south, | meanwhile was his student ence more. as | had been a
decade and a hall ago. Within a short while | had delivered him to Tiverton
Parkway statton, and [ said goodbye to Haold Fox, Leicester bound, for what
would be a final time,

Three months later T was at Leicester myself, where the University's Centre
of LInghish Local History was hosting a reception, It was the day of Harold's
funeral, | was introducced to the Head of the Centre: “ah, another Devon historian
who finds himself in the East Midlands®, he observed (1 was on route that day to a
new academic post in Lincoin). These few paragraphs retlect on Haveld at
Leicester and as tescher. For Harold had come to be based - as the Devonian W.G.
Hoskins had as well - i the same Bast Midlands city. Here, like Hoskins also, he
helped in cultivating that spectal environment of local historical learning that has
attracted the title the “Leicester School’.

Seme have suggested that the *School” has perpetnated a leaning in local
history towards the pre-modem and the rural in its pre-occupations. Certainly
Harold himself focussed in his teaching on (e medieval and the early modern, and
on rural contexts. However, to question the School™s leanings is to miss the point,
The Centre of English Local History that Hoskins co-founded, and in which
Harald came to be cmbedded, did something that ran paralle] witll. was above
even, objective academic pursuit, s teaching filtered - and no doubt still does -
into the mentality of its students. It fostered an urge to engage enthusiastically,
sensitively and empathetically with the landscape and the local past, alongside that
necessary coming to torms with the demands of rigorous empirical research,

My encounter with Harold in June was a rewarding reminder of the Leicester
experience and his totorship, and what motiviles many local historians more
broadly, academic and popular. Harold Fox was cver gazing out. evidently
touched when a patch of the landscape or a comer of a locality would ofter up a
tangible, if lecting, glimpse ko our local past.

Anclrew Jackson

[ fest got to know Harold when be was o student at Cambridge, working under the
supervision of H.C. Darby, Prolessor of Geography, and the authority on the
listory of the Fenland, | don’t know how we came to make contact, but he came 1o
the tarm in Slapton before 1963 he must have known somehow that [ was then
Fartier with historical interests. 1 don't remember what we discussed, but )
remember his enthusiasm then (before 19653 for *fields® and “field systems™, and |
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hael by then visited and wondered aboutl Braunton Great Ficld, and other places
where ‘unenclosed arable” of some sort survived, or had survived once, on Berry
Hlead and at Bast Portlemouth, He had just completed, or was completing. some
work | think for a Cambridge prize on the remarkable Clifford map and particulars
of the manor of Ringmere (1753) near Shaldon on the Teign, still then a relic of
anctent Neld arrangements, He was also on his way to his masterly DPhil on the
field systenys of Devon and Cornwail. He lent me a copy of this for some years.

He was a mine of information and a delight to talk to. slways willing o listen
to oy intutared ideas and never dismissive, and perhaps interested o little in what
a working farmer thought of some of his. He became immensely learned. [
remeniber he totd me that he had read every Devon mediseval chacter and every
Iaquisition Post Mortem, and he related with delight when, in the Public Record
CHFee (now The National Archives), after many fruitless houry with dusty
parchments, he found exciting revelatory matetial from Stoke Fleming that proved
a point exactly that he had long thought Likely.

When we moved to Payhembury he continued to visit occasionally, and once
he s [ spent a pleasant day investigating the charter boundaries of Uplyme. He
regularty brought parties of students trom Leicester on ficld trips to the Hartland
avea, where there were good documents. Documents were always the key for him,

I moeurn him as 8 person and, selfishiv, will miss him immenscly. | laoked
forward 10 some good tatk as he had more time. His two books on the “Fishing
village™ and (he yet to appear book on Dartmoor are unlikely, sadly, (o do justice
1o his inmense knowledge and love of Devon and of history. { hoped he would
write o great book on ‘mediaeval Devon’.

Rowhin Stunes

I edo not recall exactly when | first met Harold, [0 was in the 1970s, at some
Devonian academic gathering or perhaps in a record office or library. But,
whenever it was, it led o many years of fraitful sharing of thoughts about the
south west, espectally during Harold's extended summer trips to Devon when he
would beaver away on sources wlich he knew better than anyone and lind out so
many things which those of us who lived here permanently did not know.
Relationships between archacologists and historians have had a mixed history:
sometimes at loggerheads abaut priorities and method, sometimes happily united
in common aims, Cue reason Harold and I got on well together was our sharing of
a nen-compartimentalised view of the past. He was an histonan, but ane who
apprecinted archacology. Though employed in archacology. | always kept up with
my historical nterests. We never actually wrote or taught together, but we were
seometimes invelved in the same conlerences and we once (a very happy
experienee) examined a higher degree. In 2006-2007, 1 was writing a boek about
Devon in the Anglo-Saxon period: he showed much nterest in this project and
several of his own publications were very helplul to me.

Harold's appreciation of the archocalogical dimension of mediageval issues
made him a valued and contributive member of archacological circles and
discussions in the south woest. The Tatter will miss hitm as much as will the wider



world ot historical study. Acchacologists in the south west would have welcomed
his retucn to is “own’ county of Devon, had he ever chosen to make this move. in
retirement. An acknowledged master of archival historical sources, he sometimes
felt, [ suspect, a bit frustrated by the lengthy and complex nature of archacological
engriiry and its publication: the equivalent processes are often more rapid in the
world of history. He was nol, it hardly needs to be said, a desk-bound historian;
though his own sources were in record offices and Hbravtes, his subject-matter was
the Landseape itselt and what it contained. And he knew it all at first hand. This,
o, made him tully at hore in an archacological discussion. The subjects of his
key research topies  ficlds and agriculture, rural settlement formis, small towns,
fishing villages, Dartmoor and so on - are fundamental also to archacologists. He
followed his researclh in these matters with an interest which was more than
‘academic’. { have always felt that whereas some practitioners are doing a job,
others are following more of a personal path. Harold certainly fell into the latter
category.

Though we spent many buitivl hours chewing over Devonian problems - the
medigeval hinterland of some castle, or the likely form of some village or hamlet
in the middle ages | will also treasure memories of more wide-ranging (oflen
slightly whacky} discussions in whith we pul the world o right, Many years ago,
our paths crossed unexpectedly carly one summer evening in Exeter. “It's my
birthday’, he said, “fet's have o drink’™. W had been sitting at o pub fable Tor
perhaps half’ an howr when we were Joincd, without invitstion, by another
customer. At first. the conversation was superficial but at keast novmal, Gradually,
however, it dawned on us that we had been cornered by o tolal obsessive (o
understate the point). He was convineed he had imvented something which would
make him millions if only his bank would fend him funds to start s business
(which it would not). Two members of successiul universitios. such as ourselyves,
he argued, surely had enough cash 1o fund his greal venbre (the natwee of which
was a closely-guarded secret in case someone stole i), We squirmed and dodged,
in a polite and English manncr, untit the pressure was unbearable, Flarold saved
the day. He looked at his waich and announced that he and T had now o leave W
speak at an important seminar. We fled the premises. The subject of this
imaginary seminar (I forget precisely what Hurold invented) was se prepasterous
that our assailant must have concluded that we were just as mud as we thought he
was.

Bob Higham

Dr Andrew Jackson is the editor of The Devon Hiscorion. e now lectures in
history and heritage at Bishop Grosseteste University College Lincohr, Dy Juckson
studied local and landscape history at Swansea, Leicester and London. Specialist
interests include the 1941-3 National Farm Survey. twentieth contury Devon, ad
the digitisation of tocal history.

Robin Stanes is a founder member of the Devon History Sociely, and has also

served as its Hon. Editor, e is the author of the Phillimore county history of
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Devon, and other books on county™s past. He was a farmer in Devon for 15 years.
and his particular tnterest 1s Devonshire farming practice i the pust,

Dr Robert Higham was formerly Senior Lecturer o Archacology at Excter
University and founder-scerctary of itx (now deluncl) Centre for South-Western
Historical Studies.



The Devonshire (1) Royal Garrison Artilery (Volunteers)
No. 2 Company (Brixham) 1859-1908

Philip L. Armitage

Introduction
Research into (he Brixham Artillery Volunteers was prompied by archacological
work cacried out by Brixham Herilage Museum’s Field Rescarch Team (directed
by Armitage) at Berry Flead. During two seasons of archaeological ficldwork, in
2005 and 2006, the target site of the {abandoned) Victorian rifle range was located
on 1he slope just to the nertheast of the entrance to the Napolcenic-cra Fort No. 1,
and in addition to uncovering and recording the masonry-lined target trench, over
£.000 bullets were recovered.!

it was alrcady known that the Admiralty had established this praceice rifle
range sometime aller 1865 for the use of the Brixham Royal Naval Reservists.” A
desktop study conducted at the time of the archacological investigations however
also revealed the vange had been used on a regular basis by the Brixham Artillery
Volunteers up to the time of their disbanding in 1908, Given the apparent close
association between (his other organisation and the Berry tlead rifle range. the
author decided to investigate its arigin and history, based on accounts published in
contemporary newspapers and other documentary sources.” The results of this
historical reseorch we summarised in this article.

Formation in 1859

The Voludteer Force in England came into existence in March 1859 in response to
acall to arms issucd by the then Seeretary of State for War, General Peel, at a time
when it seemed war with France was imminent.” In retrospection the threat of a
renewed French war was probably unfounded. but in 1859 the possibility of an
invasion by the French military was nevertheless perecivil as very real,” and
patriolic young {and not-so-young} men, in lage numbers, throughout Britain
joined locally raised companies of rifle or artillery volunteers, ur yeoman cavalry,
In Brixham, a local physician, Dr Charles Brooking, answered the national call to
arms by raising o company ol 0 volunteer artillerymen, acting as their
commanding officer with the rank of Captain® From contemporary newspaper
accounts it is possible to chart the strength of the company trom 1839 to its
disbandment in 1908, These data veveal a slight decline in the aumbers of enlisted
men during the fote 1860s - cucly 1880s,7 but then an increased muster w0 8% from
1902 onwards. These same sources supplemented by information from the rade
Dircctories also reveal the changes in title (military designation) of the company
and e names of its commanding officers during the same period - as tabulated
below (Tab., 1),

Table 1: Changes ine the company’s name and commanding officers

1859 H™ Devenshire Artitlery Valunteers

I861 11 Brixham & Churston Ferrers Corps of the First Battalion of the
Devon Artitlery Volunteors

1808 Brizham Battery of the First Brigade Devon Voluateer Artillery

1883 Devon (FY Artillery Volunteers (2™ Battery)

1893 Devonshire (1) Volunteer Avtillery Western Division Royal Artillery al
Company

1906 Devonshire (1) Royal Garrison Artiflery (Valunteers) (No. 2 Company)

1859 Captain Charles Brooking MD

1868 Captain William Pollard Murehe

188:0 Captain Lord Clurston (8ir John Yarde-Bulter)
1893 Major Lord Churston {Sir John Yarde-Ballery
1%Y7  Licuwenant Richard K. Blair

1902 Cuptain Brock

1502 Licnenant William B, Maddock

1304 Captain William B, Muaddock

1907 Cuplaim Alan Goodridge

In a stirmng patrictic speech, the Chancellor of the Excheguer in 1864
declared the ‘Volunteer force in England is the most important addition to the
defensive power of the country” and had alse added a new “sacial bond’ uniting
‘every class from the highest aristocracy of the land [ta] the houest, laborious,
industrious ingenious mechanic’® In Brixham this “sociab mix” in the local
volunteer artitlery company included (amonyg others) a member of the landed
gentry, Lord Churston, a proprictor of a "middle-class school in town™. Mr Roger
Steere Wakeham, who served for over 24 years as the qLlartemwstcr—scrgcant,” a
local physician (also the town’s Medicul Officer of Health), Dr George Clement
Searle, who served as the company’s Surgeon-Licutenant for over 20 years," and
the manager of the local Co-Operative Soctety Stove, Mre H. Silley. who held the
rank of Bombardier in the artillery company. Others who joined were local
tradesmen and apprentices, {n passing. it is worth noting that the sailing trawler
owners il fishermen of Brixham (perhaps not surprisingly) elected 1o join the
locat Royal Naval Reserve vather than the avtillery voluateers,

Unitorms, weapons & training

Brixham ileritage Museum is extremely tortunate in havieg in its collections the
wiform worn by Lord Churston from the time {¢. 1893) when he served as Ton.
Major in the Brixham Artilery Company (Fig. 1).'' The jacket and trousers arc
Navy blue with red piping, with silver decaration. Otficers and other ranks of
Brixham No. 2 Company continued to wear the distinetive dark blue coloured
uniform up to the introduction of the Khaki uniform issued to all British troops
(Regulars as well as Volunleers), in 1907,









Conclusion
In the opinion of certain contemporary observers, the military “worth” ot the
Volunteers was guestionable, with some corps infamous for lacking discipline,
and athers for exhibiting gross incompetence. There was also the accusation made
that oo much emphasis was placed on the soctal activities organised by the
Vohmteer corps, which seemed to be the real incentive for many joining their
local uants.

From this distance in time it is dilticull o assess how the Volunteers would
have “performied’ had the Freneh or another enemy invaded. It may be suggested

their maost senior ofticer, Colonel M Murdo C.B. ({lospector-Gencral ol

Volunteers), in 1863, did not imspire the right sort ol attitude towards basic
traintng for that period {given the advances in weapons, firepower and tactics) - at
a review of Volunteers he declaed ‘Te would rather take into action a regiment
which had never been trained in the use of the rifle at all. but which had practised
fong marches and had become habiluated to drifl”.* Fortunately it seems the
Bricham Volunteer Company paid no heed (o this misguided viewpoimnt but
continued to carry out regular big gun practice snd rille shooting, {n both areas,
the Brixham Company appear to have excelled, as evidenced by their winning first
place i the 1" Devon Brigade of" Artillery nter-company 64-pounder shooting
competitions for 1902, 1903 and 1964°° and in rifle shooting matches against
such opponents as the combined team of the Brixham Royal Navy Reservists and
the Brixham Coastguards, in 1904,

On the evidence of their demenstrated sKill at working the big guns, the
Brixham Artillery Volunteers. 1t may be suggrested, would have competently
fulfilled the role intewded Tor them in a time of crisis when an enemy invaded
these sheres, TE was never expected that such units would be directly responsible
for tocal defence. Their open eacthwork batterics - such us that at Fishcombe
bicked proleching casements and in consequence were highly vulnerable to
shelling, ond would have had no chance against armour-clad enemy ships. But as
fully trained garvison gunmers the Volunteers would have been assigned to coastal
fortifications (such as those around Plymouth) thereby releasing Ihe regular Royal
Artitlery gunners stationed there for service in the field.”

By (908 this defensive strategy of Britwin had changed dramatically, with
greiter emphasis placed on the strength of the Royal Navy as the principal means
af ensuring (he country’s security against invasion the importance ol coastal
fortifications declined. The days of the garrison artillerymen were thercfore
effectively aver and volunteer units such as Brixham No. 2 Company were no
tonger required, Given the vibrancy of the Brixham Artillery Vohimreer Company

and enthusiasm <hown by its members during its Tistory, there was somewhat ol

an anticlimax at (heir disbanding, which was not marked by any noteworthy
ceremony organised by the town, Instead the attendance at the Company's very
lagt Church Parade wax reported in the local newspaper as beiny ‘meagre’.” In
striking contrast, the “send off” organised by the town of Totnes for its Rifle
Volunteer Company was a much more ftting and honouwrable occasion. Held on
36 March 1908, the finad parade in Totaes (or the Rifle Volunteer Company was

attended by the Mayor. Corperation officials and magistrates, as well ag a large
number of townspeople, Addressing the volunteers the Mayvor reviewed their
history and declared the 1own had been proud to have possessed such an excetlent
Rifle Company.™ Members of Brixham No. 2 Company cqually deserved such an
accolade, and 1t s to the town's discredit no proper recognition was made of thetr
patrielic service.
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The early years of the Kenton and Powderham Women’s
Institute: inclusiveness and local interpretation

Ann Bond

At the end ol the 1914-18 war, men and women started to return to the
countryside, men mostly from the army and women from war work in the 1owns
and citics, often in manitions factorics. The experiences they had gained resulted
i o reluctance to aecept the pre-war assumption of a rigid and deferential society,
Men who had fought afongside reeruits from urban arcas had been inlluenced by
the typically less deferential attitudes of urban workers. and had experienced o
degree of camaraderie previously unknown. They had also experienced new forms
of {eiswre and entertainment and were now better educated than when they had left
the countryside. For women workers, especially those returning from lactory work
in urban arcas where recreationn) aclivitics were plentiful and affordable, the
contrast with the coustraints of vural domesthc life or employment in service was,
perhaps, even greater. The result was (hat “the mood of the vounyg men and women
returning to their villages in 1918 and 1919 was one of discontent’!

Leisure opportumitics avatlable o thenr wvillages were lTimited and often
controlled by the church or the local genley, A sarvey of one village in 1913 had
highlighted the paucity of provision typical in rural areas, especially where there
was no local elite willing 10 sponsor feiswe activities. In this village, in rural
Leieestershire, the tack of reading room, young men’s class, mother’s mocting or
sports clubs was reveated. The only activity available for young men was (0 "go o
the public and play cards” Even this activity would have been denicd to the
young women of the village.

There were concerns that the discontent amongst returning workers was
leading o a resumption of the rural depopulation that had been taking place since
the 1860y, Although there were many reasens for migration from the countryside,
one tactor was the refative attractiveness of living and working in urban arcas
where it was possible to seeure better paid ecmployment and take advantage of the
better housing, education, health provision and leisure that were avoilable. After
the wur the drift away from agricultural employment resumed. The total nunsber
ot agricultural workers declined by more than 25 per cent between 1921 and 1938,
and the decline was especially marked amongst the younger generation.” At the
end ol the war and throughout the next two decades it was felt 1o be importai to
maintain agricultural employment levels, partly so a8 not to conlvibute to g fucther
increase inindustrial unemployment, bul also in order v improve natiowal selt-
sulticiency in tood production.

A concept of vural reconstruction had developed i ihe late nincteenth century
as o response to depopulation and re-emerged as an answer o these post war
concerns. A key strand ol tural reconstruction was agricultural education. There
was a belief that the urban bias of the cducational system was an important factor
in driving young people away from the countryside, as rural and agricultural skills
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were felt to have been devalued by the cmphasis on literacy and mathematics.
However, a further focus developed post-war -~ that of the promotion of social
organizations with o remit ol improving lite in the countryside and re-engendering
social cohesion between all sections of rural society. Several new organizations
with some or all af these aims came into being cither in the latter stages of the war
or in the years immediately tollowing, Significant amongst these was the
Women’s Institute Movement (W but other important organizations also
einerged, including Young Farmers™ Clubs, the Village Clubs Association, and the
rutal section of the National Couneil of Social Service. Other organizations that
had their origins before the war also began to grow in significance in rural areas.
ineluding the Boy Scouts and Gicl Guides, the Workers® Fducational Association
and the Young Men's Christian Association. All endeavoured to make living in
the countryside more interesting and rewarding by providing opportunities for
social and educational activities, and. although important, educational topics were
not regtricted to agricuttural or horticultural subjects. Another important topic wag
training in citizenship.

The importance of many of these organizations was not just in the increase in
the availability of leisure and educational facilities that they represented, but also
in both how they were organized and for whom the activities were provided. In the
main these were nationally constituted organizations untike the parish-based
provision previously available, and they were intended for social groups that, unti
then. bad been excluded from most of the leisure availible - aroups such as young
people, non-church goers, and women,

From the very beginning. the Women's [nstitute mavement gimed to be
inclusive ol all sections of society, except lor the obvious exclusion of men. The
movement had developed during the First World War, principally because it was
seen as o mechanisin for nvolving rural women in the war effort, especially in
contributing s the tood production campaign. Membership was open to women of
all socind classes and backgrounds, and from its inception the model rules defined
the nan-sectarian, non-political and democratic nature of the movement. In order
looatteact members fromt as wide a cross section of women as possible, the
membership fee was set at two shillings per year. In what was considered a
significant principle for the democratic nature of the organization, wealthier
women were prahibited from paying more and thereby gaining greater influence.
Individual institutes, however, were often instigated by a member of the village
elite, and the democratic principle was not always welcome.® Although a secret
ballot was required for the election of all officers and comumittee members to
avoid domination by the views of the local elite, W1 leaders were often those
‘moving in “County circles™ *.* This was also true for at least some of the Cotinty
Federations, as is seen in an analysis of the Lancashire Federation of Wls, where
Exccutive Committee members during the interwar period were predominantly
wives or relatives of local clites, such ag Conservative county politicians.
landowners and senior churchmen.” Nationally also. it was not until 1961 that the
NFWI clected its first non-titled chairman. At individual institute level, the
commitiees would have a high predominance of middle class and gentry women,
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and without their support and involvement as officers and committee members it
was difficult to sustain an institute, In some areas any lack of willingness by the
gentry and middle classes was considered to be “shirking their duty’.” Working
class women, whilst valuing the meetings and activities, were apparently reluctant
to take on a leadership role,

Although the Kenton and Powderham Women’s Institute (KPW 1 was formed
fater than many, in 1933, it is evident that the formation of an institute in the
villages required the sponsorship of the ruling clite before it could be considered.
At the inaugural meeting v April 1933, the chair was faken by Lady Caroline
Courtenay., the sister of the Earl of Devon. She s recorded as saying i her

introductory comments that she had been asked to support the commencement of

an institute in the vitlage.® As a member of the tocal acistocracy, Lady Cacoline
Courtenay supported and was involved in many local philanthropic and social
organizations, including St Olave’s Home for Girls in Exeter as well as the
Motkers' Union and the Girls Fricadly Suociety, She was active in the life of the
Church both i Kenton and ixcter Cathedral, and also prominent in Conscrvative
politics, as vice-president of the Divisional Association, chairman of the P\umm
branch and dame president of the Courtenay Habitation of the Primrose League,
Perhaps unsurprisingly, therefore, sfic was elected first President of the local WL a
posttion to which she was re-elected twice.

With Lady Caroline™s sudden death in 1933, the Acting Prestdency was taken
by the Viee-President, Mrs Meade, and her position was Ialer confirmed at the
next round of elections. In October 1939 however, after the outbreak of war, Mrs
Mecade informed members of her intention to resign as President and proposed that
the Secretary write 10 the Countess of Devon asgking her to become President."”
The Earl and Countess of Devon had only recently married. in July 1939, and
Lady Devon was not at that time & comnutee member and nor had she been
clected o any position. Lady Devon renmined President throughout the war, with
Mrs Meade acting as Vice President.

The other members of the KPWI clected to the committee included the wife

of the agent to the Earl of Oevon, the vicar's wife, wives and l'C|<1tiVCS of

substantial farmers and an army officer, as well as the local postmistress.”

Far the Wi movement to fubtil its aims of enhancing lite for rural women and
improving social cohesion, it needed 1o be popular across class boundaries. Far
some middle class women this was best achieved by prowviding them with a
teadership role. At a time when employment opportunities were restricted, the
movepent may have é,m,n such women “sontething akin to an educationalist or
social worker’s role”.® 1t also. by insisting on organizational and business like
methods at moathly institute meetings, ‘enhanced the confidence of those
officiating™ and aliowed women to develop new skills that could prepare them
for the roles in public life that were opening up. The National Federation waus, in
Fact, keen to encourage all its members to be involved in the electoral process,
both as voters and s candidates, and passed a resolution to the effect that it was
the duty of mdividual institutes to cducate their members in the powers of Parish,
Rural District and County Counerls, “with a view to getting Tocal women on all

I8

these bodies™ ™ Educating women about the electoral process took a variety of
forms. #s is clear trom an early mecting o Kenton where the subject of the
entertainment half hour was a skelel entitied *Mrs Hamblett tecords her vote®,

For working class women the WI's attraction was likely to be in the
recreational and educational activities. and the movement was important in
allowing working class wamen to articufate their right to leiswre™. Every monthly
meeting included compelitions, an entertainment and tea, as well as o lecture or
demonstralion.

The social activitics of local nstitutes were @ major contribution wards the
NEWI aims of farthering “goodwill and good humour. . bringing all the women of
the village together’, which in i “sought o diminish clags and sectarian
divisions in rural society.’ [nstitutes organized garden pastics, dances, whist
drives, outings and other events for members, Such events were very popular, and
when organized as village events could also athact large sumbers of the village
population. Thiz extended the focal WUs ability to improve soctal cohesion from
its own membcers to the wider village community. Institutes also formed music,
drama and dancing groups. usually performing the entertainmen? at their own
monthiy mectings and those of neighbouring villages, as well as at other village
cvents, One of the first actions of the KPWI, al its hirst necting, was to form a
dramatic socicty, '’

One aspeet of (he organization that appealed fo women of all classes was the
focus on croltwork, Cralts were often the subject ol the lectures and
cdemonstrations at the monthly meetings, and also formed the basis of mouy of the
competitions held as part of the entertaiinment half hour. However, women of
difTerent classes used eraftwork to fulfil different purposes. For working class
women craft skills were seen in practical terns, as a mesns ol suving money
through self-sufficiency and improving the quality of their home lile. or as an
acceptable way of carming additional income for the fanuly withoul engaging in
paid employment vutside the home. Craftwork could he sold at WI markels and at
members’ stalls al meetings. Some Wls also organized specialized crafl industries
on behalf of their members, selling on o farger scale, Examples inclode smocks
that were sold through large London stores and rush and setlge making.

Indeed the WDs interest in handicrafts had developed in response to a
perceived need o revive rural industries in oorder to provide village based
employment for women. [n 1918, in applying for financial help from the
Giovernment to assist in this aim, the National Federation had stated:

that the exudus from the country will not be ehecked untif the village industries are
suftivientty well established to give employment o those women who are not able
actively to devote themselves 1o .u:mulimt proper but whese home duties do not take
their whale time; in this catepory may be included the ginls now growing up who under
ordinary conditions are bound to leave their homes as tere is no demand for their
labour in the vitlyges, '™

v



Hlowever, craftwork for display would Ge more attactive to middle class
women, who would see it as an outlet Tor creative and artistic energies. Working
class women had neither the time nar the mouey for eraftwork intended for
exhibition only, and were further discouraged tfram exhibiting because their work
was judged alongside that of the “leisured classes™. There were calls for separate
categories for (he “cottage and leisured chasses”, as working women, whose bands
were roughencd by wanual work, were felt to be wnable to submit finer
needlework. By (he 1930s, exhibits at the London exhibitions came almost
exclusively from Guild of Learners’ members, rather than from ordimary W
members.

Nevertheless there is evidence to suggest that at local level some care was
taken to ensare that members could compete in compelitions on an equal basts.
The minutes of the KPWL carry numcrous examples of competitions where the
maximum value ol materials was gpecified, and the subject of the competitions
was always something thar would be of subsequent practical use. Subjects
included the “best Christimas present not to cost more tam Fo' the “best (itted
work basket for 1/, and “something new from something old’.

Middle class women were alse able to utilize craftwork by becoming
demonstrators and  instructresses i theic particular craft, demonstrating and
lecturing both to members of theic own lnstitute aned as guests invited 1o
neighbouring institutes. This was ane way of enabling them to take on a vole as
educationalists, which was ot associaded with paid employment.

Educational activities were also of great importance, both to the organization
itsell and to its members. One of the Aest published atms of the movement was to
provide a centre for cducational and social ntercourse wul for all local
achivilies”."” During the carly years ol the movement education was very much
concerned with food production as part of the war cffort, with members
organizing bottling of fruit and vegetables, magimizing garden production, rabbit
breeding, reariug poultry and even goat keeping.™ However, the extent to which
W1 cducational activities focused ot agricultural education for women in the
interwar yours has been the subject of some debate, with Anrdrews suggesling that
agriculture did not retain a significant role in the W) bevond the carly 1920s,
although there was a renewed interest during World War Two*! Thompson,
however, argues that 'in some arcas at least, W1 menshers maintained more than o
passing interest in agriculture per s¢”, meluding theougl classes ina wide range of
educational activities as well as through demonstrations at agricultural and
hosticultural shows and as members of agricultural committees.™ The Devon
County Agricultoral Commitice certainly used the W1 as a mechanism for
distributing information on topics such as the Ministry of  Agricullural
Scholarships.”

Educational activities, us well ay those related to craft and agricolture, also
included other tapics related to the home and garden. Popular subjects incloded
first aid and other health related subjects, and were promaoted by a Minisiry af
Health that was keen to use the influence of the WI movenment lur e
dissermination of information and propaganda.™ At a time when there was no
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Nanonal {lealth Service. these wore important {opics for rural working cliss
women and were always well attended. At Kenton the first programime of lectures,
voled (2r by members, inctuded talks on first aid and *herbs, thear use as a
madicine’. Later tatks and demonstrations included home nursing, how to
bandage, everyday ailments and aceldents, maternal wellare aud a lecture by the
Mudlical Officer of Health on health serviees. Many institates, including Kenton,
also engaged in activitics to support local healih services such as collecting eges
for Tocal hospitals, running infant welfore elinics or tunding a digtriet nurse, and
fundratsing for health related chacibes suech as the British Bmpire Cancer
Campaign and the National Institute for the Blind.

Other popular topies for fectures and demonstrations included various aspects
ol cookery and nutrition as well as subjects such as local history and topography,
and forcign travel,

Although the movement was originally defined as non-political, by 1918 this
had already been redetined as non party-political. The National Federation,
institates aned then members were alveady keen to press for political, ns opposal to
party-political, action on ssues affecting the lives of rural women,

The movement attracted members from all sides of the political spectrum,
including at a national level the wite and daughter of Lloyd George, the daughter
of Willlam Morris and the sister of Neville Chamberlain. Lady Denman hecsetl
had strong Liberal Party connections. At a local Jevel this was equally sa. Oue
new member was reported to have commented that “Fhis i the st arganization
have been able to join in the village. ., everything else is got up by the Church wod
the Conservatives and I'm a Catholic and a Liberal ™™

In 1919, the National Federation had given a ruling that no parliamentary
candidate should be invited to speak al an institute meeting, This ruling was later
extended (o include election agents and later again te party political organizers. At
the AGM of 1921, these rulings were endorsed as having been justified by the
circumstances ol the ending of the coalition government, However, he meeting
refused to support a reatfirmaton of these vulings for the uture, and each County
Federation was Jeft 1o maiitain its non party-political character. What was detined
as party-pohilical could become a bone of contention. Thompson argues that
although a ‘broad church™ of opinion existed within the WI movement, ‘it
depended particularly on county federations to determine what was “political” and
what was not...". and she highlights the overwhelming Conservative membership
of the Lancashire Federation.™ What was considercd party political remaiued an
unresalved issue tor some me, and the movement’s support for the League of
Nations Union was considered unsuitable by many members.

The not-sectartan nature of the movement was also o cause of concernn in
some quarters. Opposition to institutes could come from the chureh s 4 tesult of
this stance. Some considered its non-sectarian churacter necessarily  wnplied
hostility to religious belief. There was also a concern that institutes would
compete with chureh and chapel groups, sueh as the Mothers™ Unien, the Girls’
Friendly Society and Bands of Hope, in some arcas, the Mothers” Union in
particular perceived Wis as a threat to recruitment, At the inaugural meeting of the



KPwWI, Lady Caroline Courtenay expressed concerns that o Women's Inslibwte
might ‘overlap with or injure the many other good causes behg run in the village'.
She mentioned the Mother’s Union in particular saying that *she saw several
members present and was sure they felt the same as she did' " 1t would seem that
Lady Careline wished to cnsure that & church sponsored group such as the
Mother's Union would not be challenged by o sceular organization. [1 was only
after she received assurances from the County Organizer Miss Pratt that the
miecting continued.

Lady Denman, in additton to her rofe as Chatrman of the NFWIL was alse
chairperson of the Birth Control Council and later the Family Planning
Association. Others were also members of both groups. Despite these links, the
NEW! never directly promoted birth conbrol, i order to avoid any possibility that
Catholic women would feel excluded from the organization,

it could be difficult to maintain the non-scetarian standpeint within some
individual institutes when o particular minority view, which wus nat represented
within the village. was at stake. The minutes ol the KPWI record a number of
occasions when the Rev. Alexander was present at mectings and on one ogcasion,
when the menthly meeting had taken the form of a garden parly at Powderham
Castle, the minutes record that *Rev. Alexander conducted a Service in the Castle
Chapel. at which all the Institute members attended’ ™

The non-sectarian principle caused particudar difficuities us war approached,
For Quaker members of the movement any activities that could be interpreted as
peepacation for war, or in the cvent of war in assisting lowards armed combat,
would have been contrary to their religious belief. The National Federation
therefore imposed restrictions on institates’ participation in war work. This
attitude elicited much criticism within the movemaent itself and from putside. In
Jenkins™ view. this *strict adherence...was without doubt peimarily responsible for
the heavy fadl in membership that was suffered during the first years of war',”
although Andrews agues that more significant in the reduction in the membership
was the loss of young women to the armed forces and fown based war work.”™
During the course of 1940, membership fell by over 12 per cent, Membership of
the Kenton Wl docs not appear 1o have suffered in this way. and although there
was @ later reduction in membership, the number ol members in 193] wos
identical to the nuntber in 1939, Althergh it is not possible to assume a direct
correlation. it is clear trom the annual reports that the institute Fell (hat it was
making un active contribution to the war effort, cven to the extenl of assisting the
armed combat, The annual repert for 1940 for cxample contains 1 seetion on
salvage work:

Helped by a fow non-members and the children  the Sulvage Work has been done
Kenton & Powderlam by the W.L & the focal Red Cross Working Parly has received
E12-11-4 [rom he sale of our collection. Carry on Kenton & help to win this war in
Your Lutle Way!'! The Film Show we had dlustrated clearly how WE - here in this
village, hetped to make fodder lor our gins!™

It does seem likely. however, thal had there been any Quaker women within
the villages they would have Felt excluded From institute membership by such
senthments,

As cun be seen. the Women's Institute movemuent nationally ainmed (o be a
democratic organization, attracting a membership across class, sectarian and
political boundarics. Members, however, used the organization in different ways
to Fulfil their particular needs. Further, as a Federal arganization. it is clear that i
some cases the ideals set by the National Pederation could be adapred by local
inerpretation.

However, ouly one small institute has been analysed. Further insights could
be gained from a comparative study with neighbouring institules, where the tics of
the village to the local aristocracy were not so rigid, as well ay by comparison to
institutes in other arcas, and also from an examination of how the Keaton and
Powderham Women's Institute related o the County Federation,
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Raleigh’s ghost: some factors intfluencing Devon’s
involvement in the English c¢ivil war

Kevin Dixon

Amony the many theories on the causes of the English civil wins of the
seventeenth century. the historian Trevelyan’s statement thal “the ghost ol Raleigh
pursued the Hotse of Stuart to the scaffold’ 1s intriguing n ity skmplicity. [t has
an eglement of wruth in that the execution of the populir hero in 1618 caused
outrage and was arguably one of the factors that influenced Devon's fnvolvement
i the conflict that erupted in 1642, Yet, the causes of war are one of the great
historical controversies, generating g debate thal opened with the contemporary
narratives of Harvington, Hobbes, Baxter and Clarendon, and which continue
today. Relating these theories specifically to our couaty - and how Devon moved
from being one of the English shires most loyal to the monarch to open “rebedlion”
- has, however. received only limited attention.”

Most histonians de agree on the inportance of religion and specitieally the
role of puritanism. During (he 1380 and '90s puritans had relocated 1o Devon in
incrensing numbers. and by the carly seventeenth century the county had acquired
a repulation as one ot the most godly in England, congregations being found in
almost every town and in many villages. Though stifl a minority - possibly ouly
3% ol the population by the stiet of the war - of particular importance was the
countywide influence of un evangelical gentry, with o suggested 30 out of 64
Tustices ol the Peace exhibiting puritan values by 1630, The tradition Hourished
amongst the laity in arcas of independent local govermuent and W the
magufacturing sector with clothiers olten taking a feading role, and conspicuously
puritans would emerge as some of the Gereest eritics of Chardes’ regime - with
Tgnatiug Jourdain, the scourge of Excter’s alehouses in the 1020, being a notable
example, Though the term poritan is unprecise, covering the quictly pious (o the
near fanatic. the godly did have common beliefs founded on a deep and personal
religious experience, dissatisfaction with the Anglican view of the Reformation
ardd a loathing of anything that appeared to resemble Catholicism. Importantly.
preaching, bible-reading und serman-tucussed church services played o far move
central role than in Anglicanisn, nweaning that an educated and often mititant
clerpy formed an imtegral part of their taith,

Purnans could be expected to react with intense hostility 1f they perceived the
integrity of Pratestantism under threat, Consequently, Willian Laud - appointed
Archbishop of Canterbury i [63F - oupaged evern mainstream opinion by
reterring to the Catholic church as one of the pue churches of Christendom,
Further, the Archbishop imposed Liturgical conformity, « modestly barogue vitual,
church decoration and a high view of clerical vocation. so provoking the godly.”
te alse suppressed lecturers and drregular preachers, making the dissidents
Prynne. Burton and Bastwick celebrities by the end ol their treiaks in June 1637, At
county level the clergy buegan (o take positions in local government as JP.s, so
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challenging (he hard-won authority of vitlage cliles and raising the threat of rule
by priests - (he Devon diarist Walter Yonge hearing a rumour that Laud would
become Lord Chancellor. Indeed, many puritans saw these moves as the
enimittation ol an attack on the gains ol the Reformation: the king was marriced to
the French Catholic Henrietta Maria: for the first time since the death of Mary in
[5358 there was an official paps! representative in London; and Capuchin triars
sang mass in a purpose-built chapel in Somerset House. Hence, though it was not
incvitable that the godly would oppase the monarchy, misunderstandings ol the
strength of popular belief would alienate and unite many Protestants against Laud
and, by asseciation, the king who was conscquently caricatured as a gquosi-
Catholic. Yet, Charles clearly saw himself as the defender of a church beginning
to be called Anglican: “We do hereby profess w maintain the true religion and
doctring established in the Church of England, without admitting or conniving
cither to popery ot schism’, Nevertheless, this fear of Catholicism would conlinue
throughout the period with an alarmed Parliament eventually insisting on a state-
adotinistered expression of lovally o the Protestant establishment, Dovon’s
Protestation Qath of 1641-2 fuxling only 44 openly Catholic recusants out of the
63,000 who signed “against atl popery’.

This anxiety could also be scen as part of the population’s concermns over the
advance of the counter-Reformation in Europe and the retreats suffered by
Protestants sinve the beginning of the Thicty Years War in {018, Under James and
Charles a strategy of European neutrality and reconciliation with Spain had
emerged that included the possibility of o Catholic heir to the throne, a policy
whicl ran counter to most Devonians' idenlification with their fellow Protestants.
Such concerns had inspired material support tor the propagation of the gospel m
New England and for their [rish and Freneh co-religlonists - John Delbridge MP
for Barnstaple calling lor “pravers and fasting tfor La Rochelle” in the Parliament
of 1621. However, it was Charles” attempt to impose uniformity on the distingt
political cultures of ngland and Wales, Scotland and Ircland that gave rise (o
conflict in the 16305 and 40s. In Devon dissension would be seen in the resistance
to the war against the Calvinist Scots, the attempt to rase 2,000 troops causing
muliny to break out among 600 north Devon cunscripts. Fearful of further
disturbances, Devon’s ruling class then effectivety suspended i3 support for the
regime. the Deputics and JP.s writing a letter to the counci refusing to send any
mare troops to the north. Nevertheless, English pride suffered from being ejected
from Scotland and near panic was caused by the rebellion in treland, with
Protestant refugees artiving in the county in 1640-41, When published accounts
giving wildly mflated figures of 200,000 Protestant dead reached Dovon, this
promoted an almost hyslerical fear of foreign invasion motivating local merchants
to provide funding for the suppression of the revolt.

The ambitions of the Stuart state would alse bmpact on the county as the
English Court attempted to imitate its Catholie [Mabsburg, Bourbon, Gongaza and
Medici rivals. The European trend towards absolutism demanded a costly standing
army and a strong and efficient statc but, as the Caraling financial system was
essentiatly the same as that operating in the fourteenth century, this required a
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shift in retations between central and local goveroment, the shires heing
antagonised by what was pereeived as being the extravagance of an increasingly
interventionist cenire. Accordingly, the crown’s attempts to raise money caused
locatised iHl-lecling, as in the cage of the award of Exmoor tithes to Cottington, an
ally of the king. Also, the granting of industrial wnd commeccial patents of
monopoly - a major source of contention in every parlinnwat from 1597 o 1640 -
were seetl das barriers to ambition, causing Barustaple’s Delbridge, then a
merchant, to announce to the parlanent ol 1628 that Devon's trade had been
slifled by the government's cxactions. The primacy tform of fncome gencration,
however, continued to be the Foreed Loan. This was initially not strongly
apposed, but in 1628 Devon’s LMy retused to cooperate with marked resistance
crerging in Exeter and the cloth districts of noctheast Devon, Notably puritans
such as Jourdain and Drelbridge were prominent objectors and here we see the first
outbreaks of brge-seale disobedicnee o royal government. As with the Forced
Loan, {he state’s inftial proposals for payments to counter piracy it the form of
Ship Money were well received with Exceter's merchants willingly contributing in
1617, Though the Ship Moeney writ of 1634 required €1 1.236 from the county and
was grudgingly paid, opposition escalated with Hartland producing a group of
inteansigent objectors, and five LEPs were sumwoned before the Couneil having
senl a mission to London with a list of gricvances. The 1636 charge of EQG00 was
then met with passive resistance ond goods were distrained and sold, the situation
further deteriorating in 1637 with Bamstaple’s citizens being  recorded as
particularly resistant by the Privy Counceil:

Delbridge refawes to pay. and will make answer the same: Peard says she will pay
none: and Blake (the vicar) says he will appear, aceording 1o order, belore the Bishop
of Excter and vender the reasons of his refusal.’

Yer vbstruction was not widespread or overt untit Charles' religious policies
brought England and Scotland 1o the verpe of war in 1638, with 1630 seeing a far
more orginised opposition’ and distrained goods seized back [rom the sheriff's
oFficers or being impossible to sell. Signiticantly, bearing in mind their association
with puritanism and the cloth trade, Exeter, Bideford, Colyton, Tiverton, Totnes
and Barnstaple showed mast resistance - with the latter being called the most
recaleitrant 10 all England by the Council. We alse sce Hnks between non-payment
and later political opposition - the counsel for the noted resister John Hampden
being Oliver St John, the future MP for Totnes in the Long purliament.

Both carly Stuart monarchs aggravated difficulues inhevited from the Tudors
relating to parliamentary privilege, finance and religion. However, while James
displayed a degree of political astuteness, Charles ubandoned his father's
conciliatory approach, his inability 1o communicate and betief in his Divine right
causing mistnderstandings between couct and country. The parliament of 1628-9
conscquently seethed with gricvances and refused Charles™ demands uniess its
complaints were dealt with, though, m the culture of deference, the King was often
portrayed as being merely badly advised - Devon’s Franeis Buller famenting that
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“Though our King be gracious and just; othors alter him may not’. Tiring of
complaints and obstructions the king dismissed parliament and brought in the
Personal rule depriving the English of their traditional form of discussion of
public affairs. and causing in Polwhele™s opinton ‘an aspeet unthvourable to
majesty” in Devon.”

As the Lord Lieutenant sclecled Deputy Lisutenants from the leading gentry’
Famtties and the prominent citizens ot the wwa, the county’s local government
was condueted by a faily closely-knit ¢lite who for the moest part acted
conscientiously. However, the Personal cule saw an attempt by the stale to
establish a hicrorchical structuee thit subjected the provinees to an unprecedented
level of supervision. As lullers, petitions and appeals to the king and council were
usually rejected or ignored. there 1s evidenee that, when rebufted, Devon's leaders
came to identify with the represemtatives of the dismissed parliament. We may
gven see the Deputy Livatenants snd L0s assuming a progressively autonomous
role as they abandonud hopes that central government could resolbve issucs.

1t should be noled that some historians believe that the historical record
overstates the interest thal ovdiniry people had in national events, the county being
almost an independent shite-siate, with local fgsues bowg the tocus of most
people's interests - or vven that they had no political views at all. Supparting this
view is the statement by Westcote in 1630 who writes of the Tabowring poar
‘having sufficient (o supply natarc’s demand, they are salisficd””. However,
Stoyle's work n Excter relates how the city’s corporation foumd st increasingly
difficult to cope with the demands of an unpopular central government and he
deseribes the farmation of embryonie political parties, the governors acting o
subdue the large minority of royalists and so to eventually sceure the city for
parliament. A similar sitzation is seen in Plymouth where national and local
events acted Lo undermine a tradition of foyalty.” Specifically, Plymouth's historic
rofe as an embarkatiom point for continental adventures had put its eitizens in the
Front Jine in the military failures of the carly seventeenth century, with the ill-fated
expedition to the [sle of Rhe and under funding of the navy leading to resistance o
naval impressiments and eventual mutiny in 1628, Particulanly affeeted by Stuart
interventions in Curope were the 400 Devon men impressed for the attack on
Cadiz in 1625, the Commissioners complaining of thy near anarchy caused by the
bilieting of troops in south west Devon:

The poor countryman is no longer able t entertain the souldicr, and in places has
thrust him out of doors, whilst the souldicr has taken away the countryman’s goods,
robbed him on the highway, carricd away sheep before the owner’s face, and dressed
them in the open view of the world.”

Charles’ faited attempt in 1639-40 (0 suppress the Scottish risings compellec
a recall of parliament after Tl years to request financial aid, and i the resulting
election most of those associated with royal policies were defeated. Almost all of
Deven's representation in the Commons and many in the Lords were from then an
seen to be critical of the king and his administration regardless of class or
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oceupation. Both the Long and the Short parliaments were subsequently buset with
petitions about  trade, religion and  taxation, culminating in  the  Great
Remanstranee. Specitically, Devon’s Pym condemned relizious reforms and the
monarch's exercise of his feudal rights, including the use of the Star Chamber and
the High Cammission to prosceute the king's opponeats. among whom were John
Rolle of Stevenstone and William Strode of Newenham. Between 1640-42 Devon
Members combined to become a large and powerful grouping fitly closely united
m terms ol background, family conncctions and friendships. They also took a
leading role, counting among their number Strode, Pym and Jobn Maynard of
Totmes - who led the campaigns for the impeachment of the King's favourites
stvallord and Laud. However, not until 1641 did divisions hetween future royalists
and partismentarians becorne recognisable, with an individual’s pre-war political
opimions, their elass or oceupation having little effect on which side they fought
On.

One theory that has in the past attracied support saw the war as the result of
tong-term ceonomic change, with Tawney specifically citing (he emergence of a
beltigerent commercially-minded  class contrasting with o declining feudal
aristocracy. This gentry class, whose increase in wealth crested an independent
ceonomic base, then demanded constitutional reforms and the right to represent its
mterests, so assaulting any obstacles fo the formation of a democratic capitatism,
[ndeed. some historians see poritanism as the ideology ol this new rising
commercial class as it offered a way to organise in the face of major evonomic
change. Yel, when we examine the 400 gentry familics and the further 1,500
minor gentry with parochial influence, we do not see a united social foree os the
term embraces a wide range ot incomes and customs - four {ifths of tenants often
being Hittle better off than the farm labourers that made up one-third of the
county’s popubation. Also, numerous gentry™ familics were in decline, and while
somie evidenee does suggest that while overall the numbers and wealth of the
genlry ancreased they facked any political focus, their ambition being not to
overthrow their social superiors but to transform themselves. Even the mercantile
class - deseribed by Risdon as those who “for the most part dwell in towns and
cities” and presented as aggressive promoters of capitalist values and agents of
change - cstablished pevsonal and business links with the rural gentry and
aristocracy and acgiired a higher social status through mareiage or the acquisition
ol country cstates.™ Similarly, though Sic William Pole’s Survey of Devon
ielentificd six avistocratic - though Lugely absentee - landowning dynastics and a
further 50 families with close connections, agiin it is not ¢asy to differentiate the
arislocravy s a closed social grouping. and they seem not to have experienced any
general decline, Further, those identified as representative of a new and rising
gentry class were often the younger sons of older established Gimilics, many ol
whom having been compelled to look elsewhere for subsistence. whether it be the
law, the church, commeree or marriage, The conflict between king and pacliatent
theretare appears not to be rooted purely in social and economic contradictions,
with peers and gentry being prominent on both sides in the war and cven some
Devon fumilics - such as the Fortescues and Carews — being divided. On the other
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hand, it would be reasonable to deseribe Dngland as an increasingly divided
sucicty with the numbers ol the peor and dispossessed rising. The 1630 Quurter
sessions recorded the concerns of J.10s who identified 296 vagrants in Devon and
Cornwall, not @ geeat mumber though stll alarming to o socicty that belicved in a
natural balance. The suggestion here is that relations were becoming more
resentlul and that sections of sucicty were growing learful of cach other, building
tw constitiencics that would rally in the event of crises and social breakdown.

At the commencement of war the majority of the county ratlied for
parliament. but it is misleading tu see e contlict purely merms ol the royalist
aristocracy and their rural dependents against the largely urban middle class
supporters of parliament. Nevestheless, ideological, sacial and - geographical
influences do appear to have inlluenced definite political preferences: for
example. during the war agricultural Chagford maintamed its allegianee to the
king white cloth-making Morctonhampsiead - @ mere 3 mdes away - supported
parliament. Noticeably, scamen were known for their radicalism and they rallied
abmost unanimously for pavliament, it being proposed thae they were more
exposed to new ideas, being quite literate, and also alicnated by the state’s neglect

James. as part of royal stategy, having abandoned the Elizabethan scafaring
tradition so generating deep Jw.nlanl among those mariners atd merchants who
maintained a hatved of Catholicism'' Also parhiamentarian were the cloth-making
towns o Tiverton, Cullompten, Sowth Molton,  Plymouth, Daruneouth  and
Barstaple, and their contiguous arcas of North Devon and the South tlams -
Stovle suggesting that loyalty was to a market town, the county being a luose
confederation of around 40 rural ferritorics. Again there may be a connection here
between  parliamentarianismy and openness to - outside  mfluences, such as
puritanism, and with communities who had shaken oft the controb of local secular
and church elites. On the other hand, although patterns of allegiance were
associated with veeupation they could be overridden by other factors. Henee,
while nuny merchants would become parliamentarian, others such as Roger
Matlock of Excter and the Trelawneys ol Plvmouth, as the younger sons of the
fanded gentry. ;ﬂliccl with the royalist cause. Meanwhile, in lhc remote parishes
around the edge of Dartmoor and the rich arable villages of the Exc Vatley,
puritanism had failed to take root and people retained their conservative views,
Accordingly, the king had amongst his most loyal supperters (he tinners, members
of a declining industry exempt from ordinary taxation and dependent on voyal
privileges, with the stannary town of Tavistock being «;tmmchly my'liixl The
insularily of the tinner's culture and their resentment of “foreigners’ was
apocryphal, as was thelr poverty: “His apparel is coarse, hug diet slender, his
lodging hard, his drink water. and for lack of a cup, he commonly drinks out of a
spade or shovel.”” Royalists were then were able to recruit from those arcas that
rallicd to defend deeply held concepts of honour and service to the monarchy. and
from communitics that feared social chaos.

In August 1642 the Grand Jury of the Exeter Assizes demanded a suppression
of the Irish rebeliion and the reinstatement of dismissed magistrates, effectively
demonstrating that royal policy had welded together a coherent opposition.
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Charles” attempt to arrest prominent parhiamentarians - includmy the Devon M P
Pym for Tavistock and Strode of Bere Alston - and his raising of the standard in
Oxford then led to a total breakdown between monarch and parliament. In contrast
with other countics at the outbreak of war there were no grenl territorial magnates
w0 rally the county behind a particular cause, yet there was already a fiom
disposition towards parliament - the Earl of Bath’s attempt to carry oot the erder
to array for the king being met with hostility. The suddenness at which bodies of
armed men then sprang up was made possible by an existimg mililary
infrastructure, having been semi-professionatized by the general musters of 1613
and the 1626 attempt to put the 8,000-strong county militia on an clTicient fhoting.
Such a rapid mobilization by a determined civie leadership would subsequently
throw up ecarthwork defences around Plymouth, Bamstaple. Excler  and
Dartmouth, while forts were constructed at Bideford and Appledore

Thereatter the conflict would assume its owe dynamic. and much more has
been written on the military conduct of the war than the reasons why Devoninms
took up arms in the first place. Although the controversy continues over the
precise causes of war the debate often concerns a hislortan’s emphasis on o
particular factor, Accordingly, whether resentment over (he exceution ol Raleigh
exclusively led any marinee, merchant or villager to turn against the House of
Stuart is debateable, though it remains a competling praposition.

Notes and References

. Trevelyan 1972, p. 388,

20 Stoyle 1994 Mak Stoyle's rescarch on Devon and the elvil war is
indispensable for those interested i the period. As a good introduction, his
Devarn and the civit war (20011, one of the Concise Histories of Devon Series
by the Mint Press, is reconunaided. See also Roberts (1995) “War and
Society in Devon [0d2-407,

3. Cherry and Pevsner (19497) allege that Devon’s “conservatism” atlowed for the
survival of some ol the briefly revived chancels and screens of the period,
notably in: Colyton: Washfield: Rase Ash: and Whitestone.

4. Charles Tin Petrie 1963, p. 77,

5. Cotton 1889, p. 12,

6, Polwhele. 1977, p. 304,

7. Westcote 1UE3, pp. 170-1.

¥, See Photiou 2005,

9. Karkeck 1878, pp. 223-36,

10, Risdon 1811 p. 10,

1. Devonians were fairly literate and many of the gentry were familiar with
classical and republican texts - one third of the papulation being able to read
and with a similar proportion pessessing books mainty in the form of bibles
and prayer books.

12, Risdon, op. cir, po 11,
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Dr Kevin Dixon is curcently a Devon-based freelance trainer. e holds a PhD in
Sociology having rescarched into poor peoples’ organisations and is particularly
interested in historico] sociology.

Book reviews

Todd Gray (2006) Exeter maps, Excter: The Mint Press: 48 pages, profusely
illustrated, soft back, ISBN 1903356432, £6.99.

Publication of this book coincided with an exhibition of local maps held in the
autumn of 2006 at Exeter’s Guildhall. It consist¢ in the main of chronologically
arranged black and white reproductions cither of whole maps, from (he callection
held by the Westcountry Studies Library, or details, The maps range trom the
classic and well-loved version produced by John Hooker in 1387 to one produced
by the Germans in 1941 (but not for certain made use of in the devastating air raid
of May 1942). The most informative pages are those which show both the map
and a detail thercof, as for example with Warren’s of 1850 and the Rapkin/Tallis
map of two years later. Unfartenately, when the entire map is not shown, those
unfamiliar with the topography of Exeter may find it difficult to work out the
location of the various parts shown, for example, of the six inch to the mile 1888
Ordnance Survey map,

As the author states in his introduction, neither the exhibition nor the book
represent  all of the many maps of Excter produced by generations of
cartographers. On the other hand, it doex provide a useful stating point for those
wishing to study the matter in more detail. As with any good fors o ‘venvre it
suceeds in whetting the appetite without saliating it.

S. Bhanji

Mike Sampson (2004) A history of Tiverton, Tiverton: Tiverton War
Memorial Trust; 403 pages, 50 b&w tllustrations and maps, hardeover, ISBN
0954878809; from Oftaker's Bookshop, 20-22 Fore Street, Tiverton, EXI4
GLF £25; or direct from the author, 3 Caxton Row, Norwood Road, Tiverton
EXI6 6BE £26 to include p&p.

Winner of the Devon History Society’s Book of the Yeur Award in 2005, this is
an impressive work that covers a longer span of time than any previous book on
Tiverton’s history. It is the vesult of an immensity of rescarch by Devonian Mike
Sampson, who acknowledges particutarly the help he received from Brian Jenkins,
as well ag that of several other people. As Sir Ian Amovy Bt explains in a forward,
it was the agreed need for an up-to-date and comprehensive hook on the town's
history that prompted its commission by the Trustees ot the Tiverton War
Memoriai. The result is highly commendable.

The author notes the carliest evidence of a probably transient human presence
from a Palacolithic hand-axe found in 1920, possibly dating from 250,000 years
ago. Further artetacts suggest settlements from c. 4000 BL to the Bronze Age. The
Tiverton area was populated by Dumnonii, Romans, and eventually Saxons, and
possibly had a minster church from the eighth century. The population of Tiverton
parish at the time of Domesday is estitnated at ¢. 850, when that of England was ¢.
nwvo million. In the thirteenth century this ‘town of two fords’ {on the rivers Exe
and Lowman) was given its valued Town Leat, a fulling mill and farms were in
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existenee, with a weckly market and four annual fairs, and the Exe was bridged.

Always setting the Tiverton scene in the context of national events of the
time, and with graphic descriptions of local personalities and contentious issues,
Mike Sampsou takes us fiom the cleventh contury, with Tiverton a royal estate,
through the inlluential ties of the de Redvers fumily and the building of the
Costle close to the aleeady cstablished St Peter’s Church, to the succession
{through marriage} of the Courtenays, and their influence and pewer which peaked
in the mid Aiteenth century. By the eacly sixteenth century the cloth trade had
become Tiverton’s main industey and the merchant fohn Greneway (sic) was
making his mark, both industrially and philanthropically. The parish’s other
industry - Lirming - was also impartant but mainly lor subsistence, while cloth
making brought large profits, fn 1363 Tiverton’s population was just over 2,500,
when no town outside London bl more than 20,000, and other merchants’ names
- Waldron, Prowse and Blundell - were contibuting to its prominence. Through
all this time the townspeople had to contend with the adverse effects of wars,
plague. and disasirous fires.

Tiverton was granted a Charter ol Incorporation as o borough in 1615, its
bounds being those of the parish, covering 17,630 acres and including the hamiets
of Cove, Chettiscombe, Chevithorne, Mere and Withieigh, This century brought
divisive effects coused by the Civil War, and the rise ol strong elements of
religious dissention. Sampson deseribes the establishment of the various churches.
The respective fortunes rom the cighteenth century of the Whigs and Tories are
discussed with some engaging focal commentary, and the cventual decline and
reduction of woollen mills, intensified by the war with France.

The arrival from Leicestershire of John Heatheoat e 1816, brought new life
and lasting etfects to Tiverton, He bought a redundant mill and in it established s
lace manufactory. providing increasing industrial work benefits for the town,
whicl succeeding fumily members - the Heatheoat Amorys - have continued. The
author ably describes the many developments of Victorian times, and those of the
twentieth century with its two world wars and times of unemployment,

It is fascinating to sce how the changes of recent years have been incorporated
into the scene, and the many familiar buildings set in place. A few small errors
concerning events have been noted. It was not Havold Shapland who was Mayor in

1932 but his father, W.E. Shapland. The occasions of prowess of women’s golf

champion Miss Joyce Wethered in the 1920s were before her marriage to Sir Jobn
Amory, which was in 1937, not 1927 (this reviewer watched their honeymoon
plane take to the air over Knighthayes): and, sad to say by this past member,
Witlleigh Young Farmers’ Club is not the oldest in Devon - that honour goes to
Culm Vatley (Hemyock) which started as a Calf Club in 1920 and was
incorporated into the YFC movement in 1924,

Nevertheless, this book is a substantial collection of historical knowledge,
which is also handsomely produced and 2 pleasure to read. Bt is fully documented
and one cannot but acknowledge the convenience of references being provided as
footnotes on each page - a practice now commonly replaced by end-ol-book lists
that necessitate much page finding that interrupts reading flow, Mike Sampson is
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to be congratulated on his work that will be of lasting vulue,
Helen Harris

Robin Stanes (2005) Old farming days - life on the land in Devon and
Cormwafl, Tiverton: Halsgrove; 160 pages profusely illustrated, hardback,
[SBN 184114449, £19,99,

Books on the socialeconomic history of English agriculture tend to be written by
non-agrarian academics and, although worthy in themselves, are often rather arid.
This book s ditferent; it has been written by someone who has practised farming
with all its highs and lows, and has au obvious empathy with rural dwellers. The
result is a volume of social agrarian history combined with agricaltural traditions
that patnts & fascinating picture of rural life in both Cornwall sind Devon over the
past few centuries.

The book opens with the necessary conditions essential for a good Yarm. Chicef
of these were a steady dependable water supply from spring or welf and on the
windier exposed higher land some shelter for the farmhouse. Al the materials lor
the houge construction, apart from a small amount of ironwork, were to be found
on the farm, stone would be dug up for the foundations. clay for cob walis, and
wood for roofing and other frames. The rool itsell would b of rye or wheat straw
thatch as thatching was a common skill performed by cither famer or worker to
protect hay and cereal ricks.

Chapters on the constructional development and interiors of Fumhouses are
of particular terest being full of details, with many illustrations. of the
improvements  {rom  the two or three cross-passage dwelling, then eruck
construction and finally to the cightecuth-century enlarged four-square house, The
carlicr mixtwe of famity and farm animals under the same roof gave way to an
assartment of tunuly. workers and young apprentices all sharing the living
guarters, Cooking utensils used on the large open e or the later cooking range in
the kitchen, which became established as the most important room of the house,
are bath amply descrbed and depicted. All the food for both humans and arm
animials had o be obtained from the farm, although the consumption of fish was
more conunon in the two counties than elsewhere e England. Food, of course,
mcludes drink and the author devaetes o whole chapler to the fmportance and
praduction of beer and ader. Tlis rough calcalation of the mid-cighteenth-century
aml prodaction of cider in Devon of 170,000 hogsheads consumed by a
population af 300,000 adults and children makes ane’s mind reel!

Part Two of the work s devoted ta the mixed-farm practices, several of which
were pecubar to Devon and Cornwall. The point brought oul most clearly is that
unltil the mitroduction of the ractor with its various implements in the 1940s, large
amounts of labour weve requiced, even on 2 medium-sized o, Yoked oxen or
horsc-drawn ploughing was a slow task; weeding by hand even slower. Newer
cighteenth and nineteenth-century machinery wax slow o be adopted and the
formerly  admired state of agricultere in the two counties correspondingly
dectined. Hay or sitage making ond harvesting ot cereal crops, both greatly
weather-dependent. sre sl anxious limes for the modern farmer. For the pre-
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tractor farmer with his complete dependence on home production, the worries
must have been huge, However, as the author explains, assisloance was usually on
hand in the shape of ncighbouring farmers, their Families and their labourers. This
gang of extra help often turned the farming lasks into social occasions with the
farmer’s wife providing large meals and copious draughts of cider.

Indeed the farmer’s wife was a key Hgure in the running of the farm. She
often reccived no proper housc-keeping money but was expected to run the
farmstead, feed and clothe the Family {plus servants}, organize food and drink for
the occasional extra helpers, in addition to catering for the extended family during
the twelve days of Clwistmas. She would be responsible for tending the poultry
and pigs. making butter and crean, and raising vegetables. The sale of all these at
the local market would pravide her income.

The original version of this book appeared in 1990 as The Ofd Farm, This new
extended cdilion has many wmore phatographs and deserves a place on the
bookshell ol any rural or wchan dweller whose heart is in either Devon or
Cornwall.

S Shepliord
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Correspondence from members and other information

The Hon, Editor is pleased fo recetve correspondence on Devon history from
menibers and non-members. Information relating to previous articles, rescarch
projects and other historical materiat is welcome. Other notes, queries and notices
will be referred to the editor of the newsletter, DS News, as appropriate,

Queries

Katherine Dunhill of the Westcountry Studies Library (WSL) in Excter reports
that the tmage on the back cover and p. 37 of volume 75 was identificd by the
Hon. Archivist at Teignmouth and Shaldon Musewn as being taken in Shaldon on
the ovension of the coronation of King George V oand Queen Mary in 1911,
Katherine also writes for help in identifying the place or the event featured in the
pictires, slightly cropped, reproduced on the covers af this journal. Mease contact
the WSL on 01392 3842160 or by el via westeountry libraryiedevon. gov k.

Society reports and notices

The format of the Journal and nmew submissions

At the recent AGM of the Society 11 was decided that the toctheoming attunmn
2008 and spring 2009 issucs of e Devon Historian are be veplaced for a teial
period by a substantially larger innual volume. This is in order to raise the profile
of the journal and to accommodate the greater number of articles being submitted.
Apart from greater treedom over length, the criteria by which articles are sceepred
will not change. These can be found on the website or at the back of o recent
journal. Contributions - short and long - are still welcomed from the amateur and
the professional. the member and the non-member, Some information normally
published g the journal, such as notices on the work and programmes of local
history socicties or from record offices and other repositories, will be transterred
to the more apprapriate contexd of the new newsletter,

2007 Devon History Book of the Year Prize

The Devon History Society announced the winner of the 2007 Devon Book of the
Year at the reeent AGML The award of winner in the professional category was
made (W Todd Cray for Blackshivts in Devon, The Minl Press; and in the non-
professional category to Jehn GoML Scott, Frank D Mack and James M. Clacke for
Toveers andd botls of Devon, The Mint Press. 2 vols.

Report and minutes of the 2007 Annual General Mecting

Abridged Report and Minutes of the thirly-seventh Annual General Mecting held
at Baving Court on the University of Exeter's 5L Luke™s Compus on L3 October
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2007. NB: the formal Report and Minutes containing transcripts of the officers’
annual reports will be available for inspection at the 2008 AGM or may be
inspected at reasonable bours by appointment with the Honorary Secretary,
Prosent: the President, Professor Maleolm Todd, was in the Chair and members as
listed in the attendance register were present,

L. Apolagies fir absence: apologies for absenee were reported from Margaret
Lewis, A. Brian George, Julia Neville, John Trott, John Slate, Charles Scott Fox,
CHr David Morrish, Annc Adams, John Elliot, Derck Gore, Bruce Peake, David
Thomas and Adrian Reed.

2. Minures of the last Amiad General Meeting: the Report and Minutes of the
thirty-sixth Annual General Meeting, an abbreviated version of which had been
printed in The Devon Historian No. 74, were approved by those present and
signed by the President,

3. Matters arising from the Minwies: theve were no matters arising from the
Minutes.

d, Chetiviman’s Annual Repors: Mrs Purves reporied that the Couneid had met on
four oceasions rather than the usual three. The extra mecting in July was to discuss
the *“Way Ahead™ a paper from the President. On March 217 a very successful
semivar was held at the Univcrs‘f{y. The theme of the day was "From Fishing
Villages to Leisure Resorts”, The Speakers included Todd Gray, John Travis.
Gareth Shaw and Peter Howurd. The successful and informative June visit to
Widecombe was hosted by their Local History Society who gave a presentation of
the parish history, an exhibition ol documents and a comprehensive tour of the
village.

After much discussion, the Council has endorsed the Editor’s plan to produce one
volume of the journal each year, backed up by two newsletters which will go out
with the notifications of the Spring and Summer mectings.

The Chairman thanked the retiring members of Council - Adrian Reed and Amold
Sayers, with special thanks to David Thomas for his years as membership
seeretary, and to Elizabeth Maycock who is retiring as programme secretary but
remaining on the Council as Viee Chair.

The Chairman paid tribute to Professor Flarold Fox, our President from 2000-2003
who died in August. She reported that Couneil had started to look at ways in
which the DLIS could pay tribute to his memory, possibly a Conference in
conjunction with one or two other Devon orientated history societies in 2000,

5. Honorary Treaswrer’s Awnual Report: Dr Bhanji reported  that the 2007
membership was as follows: individual ordinary memberslup up on 2006 by 2 to
221, family ordinary membership down 2 to 23; honorary life membership
constant at 2; life membership constant at 20 affiliated societies down by 4 to 485;
corporate membership down 1 (o 25 These were not considered impressive
figures for a county the size of Devon.

Regarding income, subscriptions and donations showed a slight fall, while that
from the AGM and conferences was well down, with the symposium, which
generated £1278, replacing the Spring conference,

Referring to the financial report;

38

2007 2406

Gross income £5660.62 £5212.,72
Gross expenditure £6007.12 E3077.74
Excess of income over expenditure £346.50 -£2134.98
Building Socicty Aceount

Transfers in £240.00 £480.00

Interest E106.27 E158.63

Transfer out E7822.57 £0.00
COIF Deposit Account

Transgfers in 782257 £0.00

Interest EETS.07 ERLOD

Carried forward to 2007-2008: £7312.13 (plus £7997.64 with COIF Deposit
Account)
Regarding expenditure, the high figure for the year was because the delayed
arrival of an invoice from (he printers meant that three issues were covered
compared with one in 2000. The dissertation prize was a variable fgure while the
symposium was considered to be worth the slight loss beeause of the interest it
invoked. Overall there was a modest excess of income over expenditure and the
Socicty remained in a healthy financial state. The Charity Commissioners’
guidelines allow for between onc-half and one-third of disposable assets to be
spent cach year, and so oceasionally the Soclety could spend some £2,000 to
£3,000 above the annual average ot around £5.000.
The Treasurer announced that he was looking for a sucecssor, a post for which
internet aceess was essential. The Society’s Honorary Auditor, Mr David Pike,
ras prepared to undertake the auditing (For another year) and it was proposed by
Mr Gerald Quinn and sceonded by Mr Tony Collings that he be appointed for a
further year.
The President suggested that a productive way lor the Society to spend its excess
income would be to organise a major conference, perhaps in the Spring or early
Summer of 2009, in conjunction with the Devon and Cornwall Record Society and
the Devonshire Assaciation: e suggesied (hat a small working group of members
of the three societics should first be formed.
6. Honorarv Editor s Annual Report: Dr Jackson reported that he had now moved
to Lincoln and the upheaval of relocation had meant that The Devon Historian No.
75 had not been tinished in time to distribute to the membership prior to the
Annual General Meeting. However, he regarded its contents as exciting. [t would
contain a short note recording the death of Professor Harold Fox of the University
of Leicester, President of this Society from 1996 to {999, whose death occurred in
August, and whose funeral he had attended. A fuller obituary would appear in
issue No. 76. Dr Jackson thanked all the contributors of the many articles he had
received, sufficient to fill future issues Nos 76 and 77. This could mean that
contributors may have to wait up to two years to see their work in print. Therefore
Dr Jackson wished to see publications which would further promote the work of
the Society, extended beyond the current volumes of some 40 pages and 40,000
words, perhaps a series of monographs or journals with a particular theme, such as
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