





Aileen Fox: a memoir

Mealeolm Tod<d

Aileen Henderson was born in Kensington on July 29, 1907, In her autobiography
Alleen presents a charming picture of Hife in an upper nuddie closs houschaold in
Landon in what seemied like a secure world before 1914, Her Tther wis a rising
solicitor in the City and the family ambiance was prosperous. Kensington was its
background, in which Ailecen and her two sisters had a full-time nanny. There was
& motor -car at a time when horsc-drawn vehicles were more common. The hovror
and tutility of the Great War elid not come close to the Fonily. Adleen’s senior
relatives elther could not serve or survived the carmage. 11 was i time of familial
aftection and innocence, now largely lost.

From 1919 the family moved (0 Walton Heath in Surrey. Aileen was schooled
locally and then boarded at Downe House near Newbury. For her family life,
interests and travels there is no better account than her autobiography of 2000."
Then came Newham College, Cambridge, in the face of pavental reservations,
where she read English Uiteraturg, an interest which sustained her in later travails.
Field archacology began to come into her life in 1923 and grew in importance
during her Cambridge years through a friendship with Miles Burkitt, On leaving
Cambridge in 1929, » loose end, she wrned to excavation, She began at
Richborough, with Bushe-Fox, not the most auspicious beginning to digging on a
complex site. Aileen later relerred to the Richhorough dig as a Augean stable,
only cleansed thirly years fater by Barry Cunlitte

From Richborough the path ted 10 Hembuary and Meon Hill in Hampshize,
both enterprises directed by Dorothy Liddell, sister in law of Alexander Keiller,
the excavator of Avebury. Liddell was a sad figoure who had lost her flaneé and a
brother in the CGreat War. fler archacological taining was micimal and her
digging technique was decades out of date oy it toek lHte account of stratigraphy.
At Hembury, excavalion procceded by spits and not observation ol verifiable
tavers. Liddell relicd heavily upon W.EV. (Bill} Young, Keiller's foreman at
Avebury, a stalwart digger, but no innovator. Along with Aileen Henderson, Mary
Nichol {later Mary Leakey) and Thurstan Shaw took part in the Hembuey
excavation. Bill Young's contribution to Neolithic Hembury was formative and
has not been lulty recogaized. His diary record in Devizes Museum is vital to a
wnderstanding ol the Hembury work of 1930-33. Liddell’s later work ot Meon Hill
addedd fietle or nathing to Aileen’s training in excavation. (ther jnfluences were
emerging wiieh could frame her activity for the next thirty years. An early
tewclresse tor Christopher Hawkes led nowhere. In 1932 she met Cyril Fox on a
Helenie cruise. [ the following year Cyril's wike dicd in a swimming acvident,
Aileen and Cyeil later met and a relationship grew, They were married in July
1933 and created a partnership which endured until Cyril’s death in 1967 alter o
long illness. [ the 1930s, Cyril Fox was the most prominent and effcctive
archacologist in Wales, Aileen was drawn into wide-ranging tield-work on lron
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Age and Roman sites in South Wales, including a site at Caerleont. Lacer, Cyril’s
interest in great linear earthworks drew them both lo Wansdyke, still an enigmatic
feature of late and early post-Roman Wessex. All this activity was combined with
family responsibilities which eventually embraced three sons and twe step-
daughiers. In the late 19305, Alleen’s own position had no official basis. That was
soon to change,

War came. Aileen fitled in as Lecturer in Archacology at Hniversity College,
Cardill, in place ol Victor Nash-Willimns from 1940 to 1946 as he was called to
war service. By this time Ailcen was a rechgnised and respected figure in British
archaecology. We must recall that at thes time few women held or were entrusted
with senior roles in archacology, unless they were connected in one way or
another with established male archacologists. Among the exceptions were Dorothy
Garrod, Mary Leakey and Kathleen Kenyon. Alleen’s opportunity came after the
desteuction of so much of central Exeter in the Second World War, When the
chioice ol an excavator to supervise the excavation on the war-ravaged areas was
being decided, Tan Richmond strongly backed Aileen and the choice was inspired.
War was supplanted by the need to replace what had been destroyed and to recocd
the worlds beacath, Resowrees tor both were limited after 1945, as Peter Grimes
Foumd s London and Atleen found in Exeter, for obvious reasons, Her workforce
included a group of lalian prisoncrs-of-war, who cooked theiv spaghetti in large
boilers. We will never know how much these descendants of the Roman empire
apprecialed the recovery of their past on the fringes of the Roman world. Aileen’s
own fsler account of her work was necessarily muted and a foller analysis would
cortminly have heen more  inforwative. She was later to rejoice i the
demonstration of o legionary base at Txeter and she would have been equally
delighted at the clear evidence of an [ron Age community at Exeter before the
Roman conquest. Her volume Romsran Exeter of 1952 was the ficst inoderu stucly of
the archacology of the city and it set a standard and target for research.”

Much clse emerged in the 1930s and [960s. Her work on Dactmoor
scttfements was a landmark in the archacology of uplands. while ber nunmerous
papers on hill-slepe enclosures fn South Wales and Devon added twch to the
socio-cconomic stiucture of those areas. And her interest in bron Age owtabwork
bore fruit in several studices, aided by fresh discoveries.

My first meeting with Aileen was in 1965, when she served as exiernal
examiner at Nottingham, She was an outstandling exponent ol that rele, not least
because she actually vead the seripts and annotated them with immense care and
skifl. [n my innocence, | thought this was what external examiners were recruited
to do. | was quickly disabused. Aileen would have blenched at the negligent
incompetence of many examiners { later encountered.

In the 19605, Alleen was engaged in excavation of the Roman coastal fortlets
at Old Burrew and Martinhoe, and at the Roman fort at Nanstalion in Comnwall
with Bl Ravenhill, enterprises which were promptly published and which laid
foundations for the later study of Roman occupation of the south-western
peninsufa, Amid her other coucerns, personal and professional, she produced ong
of the most endaring volwnes of Glyn Dauiel™s People and Places serics, Sowrht-



West England, v 1964, beautifully written and cleverly velated to the prevailing
arthodoxies of the day.’

In the late 1960s. after Cyril’s death in 1967, there was o palpable slowing of
engagement, though not of energy, Atleen was ready lor a new challenge and it
came from an unexpected quarter, surprising only to those who did nol know
Adleen. On retirement from Exeter in 1972 she departed to New Zeatand and there
insligated study into Maoti pa’s, a subject to which she brought her long and
detailed experience of western British hill-forts. 1n his own country the prophet
has 1o honour. It is to the cternal discredit of the University of Exeter that she was
not given a Personal Chair. She was proposed fov an honorwry doctorate, a DEatt,
at first turned down. A Liter proposal. with stroug support of many within and
without the university was successful, a late honow which she acecepted with
grace.

Adleen wag forthright but not waspish, Her assessment of character was
highly astute. | treaswre o fetter she wyote to e aller my election o the Chair ol
Archacology here, 1 which she charactensed those whe would be helptul and
those who would not. Hor judgements were entirely accurate and some were fater
to figure in her awtebiography, On relurmimg 19 Exeter and to the Retreat at
Topsham she continued 1o wiite, 8he was delighted o be asked o write up the tin
ingots {rom Bigbury Bay. and a new departore was her account of the history of
the Retreat itsell, Music, the theatre and the Exeter Crvic Society still attracted her
altention, as did the birds which she saw [rom the windows of her apartment. The
final years in Spicer Road were for rom happy; release came near the end of her
tenth decade.

Many people. among them holders of high olfice, pass through 1ife without
making a difference. Adleen made s dilTerenee in moerons ways and that is why
we honour her life and her memory,

Notes and references
1. Fox 2000,
2. Fox 1952,
30 Fox (964,
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The Roads from Exeter to London

A. Brian George

When John OQgilby produced his strip maps in Britesuiia in 1675 they were the
first 1o show the measured mike of 1760 yards to a scale of one inch to one mile,
He showed two routes from Excter towards London, One was along the coast
through Sidford, Colyford, Lime (Lyme Regisy and Bridport to Dorchester. The
other was through Honiton and Axminster 1o Crokehorn (Crewkerne)., and his
measured distance to Lonclon by this route was 172 miles.

By 1765, when Benjamin Donn published bis one inch map of Devon, he
marked Lwo routes to London by way of Hopiton and Axminster. dividing at
Axminster cither to Crookhiors or o Bridporl, The route from Crewkerne to
Honiton via Axminster appears to be indircet on plan as it used the Fosse Way 1o
avoid much of the Blackdown hills. Therefore in 1776 the Chard Turnpike Trust
established a voute from Chard to [loniten that left the present A0 road at
Snowdon (elthouse ST 307 090 to reach the present Devon boundary at James
Lane Cross, ST 271 070, Then it gescended Lo ¢ross the river Yarty at Long bridge
and followed an indulating route through Stockland bhefore climbing to Stockland
[l Another descent to Cotleigh bridge over (he Umborne brook, another ascent
to high ground north-cast of Cotleigh and the final descent to Honiton, Al this
saved 2% miles on the Axminster route but it must have been very wearing on the
horses.

The alternative routes between Honiton and Whitedown, near Cricket St
Thomas, can be deseribed in the records of heights in feet above Ovdnance datum
{Tablc 1}, So. for a reduction in distance of 2% miles there was an additional
chimb of 510 B, s much more undulating route. Nevertheless the magistrates of
the Devon Quarter Sessions obviously considered the route to be important
because at the Epiphany Sessions of 1812 they instructed their County Surveyor.
James Green, to repair both Cotleigh and Membury bridges under the direction of
Mr Tucker, the focal magisirate.  Both of these bridges were, or had been. in a
detached part of Dorset. They still bear plates warning potential offenders not to
dwmage the bridges on penalty of transportation for life,

Tabte 1: Heights in feet, Honiton to Whitedown

Fier Axminster Fier Stockfond
Floniton 4} Honiton H06}

+334 4300
Mount Pleasant 734 706

- 87 2156
Wilmington 247 Cotleigh bridge 444

1E53 F284
Smiter’s Pit 400 Stackland Hilt 724

<328 <367

4]

Table 17 Heights in feet {contineed)

River Yarty 72 Hornshayes 362
197 +88

Axmunster Cemty 169 450
6 -F04

Weyeroft 108 Stockland 286
1144} +i14

South Common 248 400
<77 -E6R

Fardwarter 171 Long bridge 232
-2 F4 368

Road junction 390 Donvnands B0
-140 =240

Perry Street 250 Weston Farm 560
1424 AR

whitedown 674 Snowdon tolthouse 708
-d0)K

Chard 300
1374

Whitedown 674

Total rses 1367 fi Total rises 1877 fi

Distance 172 miles Distance 14.7 miles

Meanwhile, the wish o reduce the distance to London had caused this
advertisement to appear in the Sherborae and Yeovil Mercury on Monday 18 May
1807:

HOMITON AND HLMINSTER TURNPIK

The Committee under an Act passed in the last Session of Parliament, for the above
read, will attend at Shebthayes House, Yarcombe, in the County of DPevon on Friday.,
22 March instont by E] o'clock in the forenoon in order to CONTRACT with any
person or persons who will undertake the torming and making such ROAD, and
erecting the neeessary hedges cither in one or several lots, And the said Committee
will at the same time and place be ready 1o contract for e building of a bridge over
the mver Yar: somewhat above Newhaven in the parish of Yarcombe and
Whitestaunton. And alf the necessary information and particulars in the meantime will
be known by applying to Mr Bond ot Axminster or to the Clerk and Treasurer under
the same Act at Honiton,

By Order of the Commissioners
C Flood. Clerk and Treasurer
P vy 1807

Mr William Bond, surveyor, had been asked to attend the committee of the
Axminster turnpike on 7 January 1804, but on 4 August it was minuted that he bad
not attended, so presumably be was an independent consultant.’ In the Western
Times it was noted that he died in his 72™ year on 14 May 1834, Whether he had
designed the route of this road is not clear, but he was obviously employed by the
Honiton and Hminster Trust to supervise its construction and future maintenance.
Unfortunately there are no minutes untit 1823 existing of this turnpike trust.



The design work of laying out the route would have required considerable
skill as the Ordnance Survey of 1808 shows no existing lines of tain or local road
in this aren between [lomiton and Hminster. n particutar the two nule rise fvom the
Devon border with Somerset at Marsh, past Knightshaves o Stopgate Cross (ST
237 098} at the then maximum gradient for horse drawn vehicles ol 2% inches o a
yard (1 in 16 or 6% in modern terms) would have been difficult 1o set oul,

The London, Exeter and Plymouth Subscription Coach was established on 13
April 1812 to pass over (he new road.” The couach carried four inside and six
outside passengers, teaving London at 6pim to arrive at the Old London Inn, Exeter
at 8pm the following evening. The inside London to Exeter fare was £3.10.0. The
bridge over the river Yar remained until the catastrophic Nood of July 1968, when
the bridge and the section of the road was rebuill as g dual carriageway.,

After 1817 the road rom Chard o Stocklaad was diverted Lo cross the river
Yarty at Yarcombe (Crawley bridge) and thence to join the Honiton and llminster
road at Devonshive fnn, neac Upottery. The route through Long bridge, Stockland
and Cotleigh bridge was therefore discontinued. James Green, the Devon county
survevor, had reported that Crawley bridge had not been built under his ingpection
nor to his satigfaction, and at the Michaehmas Quarter Sessions in October [815
the magistrates ordered that notice be immediately given to Mr Bowden. the ¢lerk
to the trustees of the Chard turnpike road, that the county of Devon would not
consider themselves liable to take that part of the bridge which was in the coonty

as one of their county bridges. Yet this bridge survived the catastrophic Hood of

10 July [968.

In 1825, in order to improve whal s now the A303 further, the [minster
Turnpike Trust combined with the Wincanton, the Hehester and the Thoniton and
fhminster Trust 1o ctuploy Green to advise on further improvements between
Honitow and Witloughby Hedge (ST 870337). This afliance must have caused the
Chard trustees w think hard, for in July E827 the tustees of the Chard Turnpike
roads held a mecting to consider the best means of preserving the continuance of
the auxiliary mail coach on the present line of the road. They adopted a petition to
be presented to the postmaster-general and mstructed their clerk to write to Larl
Poulett and the clerks of the other turapike trustees to gain thetr support. The
following month a report of their surveyor, Mr Summers, was sent to the post
olfice with an assurance that the road surfuce would immediately be put in the hest
state.

During August and Scptember Mr Summers was instracted to investigate
various lines of a roule between Yarcombe and Chard, and as these were
developed 1 was resolved that for the satsfaction of the post office and to gain
confidence in the proposed new road Mre Green be applied to for his opinion on
the line proposed by Mr Summers, and that Mr Green be requested to aitend a
meeling scheduled for 4 October.

When Mr Green attended he was asked {o veport on the best line for the road
between Chard and Yarcombe keeping in view the lines proposed by Mr
Summers. By 6 November Green’s report on the slterations and improvements in
the road to Yarcombe was approved. a further £1600 above the sum already

provided would have to be raised and Mr Swnmers was instructed to prepare the
necessary maps, scchions and estimates of the new road and alterations,

On 21 November it was decided to adopt the plans that had been prepared and
advertise for tenders. On 30 November Mr William Sumnters deposited a plan
with the Deven Quarter Sessions, and on 19 August 1828 the trustees ordered that
Mr Green’s bill of £51 3s be paid.”

Honiton to Whitedown via the Devenshire {nn and Yarcombe has the
following characteristics (Table 2):

Table 2: Heights in fect, Honiton to Whitcdown via Devonshire Lnn and

Yarcombe

Houilon 243}
+450

Devonshire {nn 836
=56

{Underdown hitly}
F74

8574
-574

Crawley bridge 300
+4355

755
~122

633
75

Snowdon tollhouse TO8
08

Chard 30
+374

Whitedown 074

Total rises 1434 1t

Distance Fo.0 miles

The rises were therefore now much more comparable with the Axminster route
with a distance saving ol 1.2 miles over that route.”

By 1836 there were three London mail coaches passing through Honiton daily
en route to and from Excter. They left the GPO at St Martin’g e Grand at 8pm and
the first arrived al Honiton via Andover and Hminster, 154 miles, at | lam aext
day, the sccond via Andover and Chard, 156 miles, at 12.30pm. while the third via
Andover, Dorchester and Axminster, 160 miles. arrived at 1.20pm." The problems
ol the seventeenth and cighteenth centuries of roads of narrow width, very steep
inclines, unnecessary undulation and excessive rolling resistance had been
gradually reduced, the latter due to the work of Teltord and MceAdam.

Under the Local Government Act 1888 responsibility for county bridges and
main roads fell to the newly established county coumeils. The passing of the Trunk
Roads Act of 1936 brought the Ministry of Transport (o designate the Honiton,
Yarcombe and Chard route as part of their London to Exeter and Plymouth trunk
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The Mauor of Langaller in Bovey Tracey

Bill Ransom

Langaller, aow w the parish of Bovey Tracey, is not mentioned in the Domesduy
Book (H8). Bovey Tuacey is shown then as being tand held by the Bishop of
Coutances and hetd by Ldric before 1086, Unusually, 28 records that o Bovey
Tracey were added the Tands of fifteen thanes ineluding an arca called Polebrook.
This fatter avea probably subsuwmed Langaller.

An Inquisitio Post Mactem (/247 in 1475 showed Philip Coplestone as
holding Langaller from Robert Mrous of Plympton and its being worth 408 In
1493 an /PM on Ratply Coplestone showed it to be held by him from John Ryz, by
fealty only, and to be worth €47 In 1550 Langaller was held by John Coplestone
from the heirs of Joha Rogers by fealty and worth £5.7

Langaller was net ouly in the parish of Bovey Tracey but also in that of
Hsington, which could. and did. lead o tension between the lwo, in particular
regarding the cutting of turves on Bovey Heathfield. {n carly times both Higher
and Lower Brnimley lay in the mgnor of Langaller and the occupants owed suit to
the lord of that manor, the bounds of which extended to Middlecot {SX782770)
and Woodhouse Cross (SX 794763). There was gradual aequisition of the lands of
Fligher Brimley by the owners of Namacombe and when parish boundanes were
finally agreed around 1894 Higher Brimley was deemed to be o Hsington parish
and Lower Brimley in Bovey Tracey parish.”

Court records survive lor Langalier nemor from 1601 to 16211715 10 1730,
1752 to 1772 and for 1832, Many of the entrics ave faded. difficult o read and the
meanings sometimes unclear. The carliest ones are i medieval Latin and the
sequence of events recorded far rom cevtn, this uncertainty arising from the way
the original rolls have been placed in book Torm. The word *presentinent’. which
appears  frequently, can indicate that a person & put betore the cowt for
endorsement to an office or property, or that an infringement ot the righes of the
tord has oceurred, which usually led to o fine, A person guilty ot an otfence was
inomerey . that is in the arbitrament of the king or judge in punishing oftences not
divectly censured by the haws. 1F olien led to disteaiat of goods ar chattels until a
fine had been paid. As time went by recards of some of these oflences and
infringements do not show that a line was in (et demanded, Tet alone paid.

Some of the more interesting entries which represent the generality of issues
dealt with now follow, The courts were taken by the lord’s steward. The tirst eutry
is of a View of Frankpledge of the Court Baron held on 30 September 1602, the
lard of the manor then being Edward Lackiugton.“ William Trende was appoiated
reeve. The Cowrt confirmed the right of (he lord (o concede (o the widow of a
tenant the possesssion of his tenement for the customary services and rent. [t also
reported the pinfold o be in disrepair. which by custom was viewed as the
responsibility of the lord to maintain. James Baker, a free tenant, had itlegaily
pasturcd his cattle on the waste of Hethfelde without a licence from the lord:
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Robert Prouse had illegalty brewed beer and sold it to hig neighbours; and it was
the custom of James Baker to use a truck which crossed the lord’s land called
Woode, and once in the tenure of Richard Wichehalse by right of Joanna his wife,
to his own enclosure which loy 10 e north of Woode in the western part known
as Older {as it will b scen the Baker family feature frequently in succeeding conrt
proceedings. their deeds being oflen on the [ringe of, or just bevond, the law).

Al the Court on 29 December 1602 three categories of tepants were present.
Michael Underhaye wias a free tenant of one sixth of Whisselwill tnd conventual
tenant of one halll He held by military service and 3d rent per gmnem, Customary
tenants were also present and give evidenee that an enclosure called Hensperch
wag in the tenure of John Leere though not specifically named in the comt rolls, it
lay close fo the eastern side of a stream. Bekeleate, and. by impheation, was near
Hethlelde. Alicia Lamesed claimed. and was admitted 10, the right to hold a
cottage and enclosure. Maretlond, Formerly held by her deceased husband John in
the time when Christopher Coppleston was lord. by virtue ot a copy of the count
rolls. Jimmes Baker was i merey (12d) for refusing to make suit and services to the
lord {or land and tenentents which he claimed to hold frecly from the lord,

On 19 April 1603 it was noted that Agnes, widow of William Trende. was
adnmitted w a tenement in Lower Brimtey which her husband had held. "There bad
been some intringement with the boundary of the neighbouring manor of
[lsington, for the reeve was ardered to cut the stakes placed at Diperford and at
Turtchill between William Degon of his manor of Bovey Tracey and the manor of
Hsington. Failure to do so would incur a tine of 6s 8d and one of 3s 4d for every
custemary tenant of the manor of Langaller in attendance upon the reeve to see
this order fulfilicd.

There was an interesting trend of tenants cefusing to make suit at the assize of
the king and being in defanlt for not allending the Court Baron. Fines were
imposed and in some cases chattels were forfeited until the fines were paid. The
recve was often fined too for fatlure to distrain tenants who had transgressed.

At the court held on 30 September 1603 Richand Crote was noted as having
broken the assize by brewing beer. James Baker had illegally occupied both a
residence and the waste of Hethfclde without a leence from the lord. Editha
Bowden had her cottage taken in merey by (he lord for lailure 10 pay reat for o
year and a day, At the court held on 22 June 1604 she reecived back the collage,
having, it seems, paid the arrcars, and was admitted as temant for her hiletime Jor a
rent of 1ad. She was alse granted a speeial licenee to Bve outside (he manor and to
let, or transfer, the cottage to another if she so wished. The fee Tor the licence was
13s 4d.

At the next court held on 2 October 1604 many Inled 1o do suil and were
fined small amounts, A more serious view was ken ol the failure of Ihe
tithingman John Lere to attend and to fulfil that olfice. He was Hined 405, Richard
Wychehalse was presented for the building called Chapple by the nght of his wif
Joan.  The Bakers, once again, were in trouble. A hue and ery in conncetion with
a robbery some five weeks before required dnhn Baker. son ol James Baker, to
‘come forth from his father's house’. The tithingman, now Jahn Sprye, called
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upon James (o give up his son but he retused. Sprye tried again the next night but
was apain relused and threatened with a firebrand unless he left. The prudent
Sprye dicl so. [t seems that Charity (1) Baker, wife of James, was the polential
aggrassor auwd she was distrained, but the Anal outcome did nol appear in the court
records.

At the court hietd on 23 May 1606 Michael Underhay was shown as holding
{reely trom the tord and his heirs in perpetiity one sixth part of “divers messnages,
lands and tenements called Whisselwill and Gessealler’. Michae! had died. his son
and heir being Hugh who was then near to 20 years old. Heriot of one gelding fell
ta the lord.

Women could be presented to hold the oflice of reeve as instanced at the
court of 12 Tune 1606, when Johanna Wechalse, tor her holding m Lower
Bremiey, was so presented, However she put William (possibly Witliam Cleake)
in her place, who was admitted to that office. Gregory Frere and Matthew Weller
of Bovey Tracey hud illegally entered the waste of the lord (presumably
Hethfelde) and taken heath and furze, They were distrained.

Oak trees were clearly regarded as of particular importance. There are
nuerous oceasions where specific refurences were made to permissions granted
to cut and use oak trees. Edward Cleaky, costomary tenant. was given a special
licence o uproot oaks, ash and other trees prowmg outside the hedge of bis
meadow near Greate Meadow and to convert the timber tor the repair of his
tenement. Cleake was also noteel as having cut eak trees growing in the enclosures
culled Higher More. Daroparke and Calvenoparke for the vepair ol his tenement.
Lt seems that permission was needed for trees (oaks wn particutary and hedges o be
felled or uprooted, presumably because they ware legally in the ownership of the
ford, No cases are reported where such permission was refused.

At the court ol 28 November [0 fohn Rennell was granted a licence to
uproot a hedge and (he reeve ceported that he had delivered to Rennell two ash
trees and two oaks 1o use as e saw Bt [n 1610 Edward Clenke was again given a
spectal Heenee to uproot a hedge and o fell two oaks in part of 2 holding called

Wilmede (Cleake also had other oaks delivered to him by the reeve for the repair

of his tenement, which seems to have been in need of imajor attention),
At the courl of 28 November 1611 James Baker was distrained for diverting

the pot leat flowing from the spring called Cowses, but later known as “Arthar
Hellman's mill’, through his holdings in Lower Brimley to the detriment of other

inhabitants there.

There is & gap now in the records until 8 October 1621 when the lord of the
manor was g Richard Reynell of Ford. Arthur Helman was appointed to the office
of tithingman and Thomas Southeott, Knight, William Cotley and John Helman,
free tenwnts, owed suit to the court and were each fined 3d, alt being in detault
{presumably absent), Also on 8 October, but with the date shown as 162 (16217)
appears 4 summary of some holdings including that of Hugh Leare fov the
mansion house of Langaller 16d a year as “appeareth by a note under the sayd
Hugh [ecars hand in his owne confession in court the xxixth of December in the
xivth of Queene Elizabeth”,

Ne lurther reeord has been found until that for 1715 when the lord of the
manor was shown as Baron William C‘ourtcnay.? Enlries dealt with issues such as
the ilegal cutting of tuel on the commons (quite a frequent alfor and the pound
not being kept in proper repair. In 1749 it was noted that the panshioners of
Usington had made an encroachment on the commons belonging to Langaller
manor. In 1750 & Mr Fynes was steward to Sir William Courtenay and raised the
price for culting turves on the commoens from 15 to 55 for a day’s culting, The
tenmnts refused this inerease for they could buy the cequivalent amount Tor 54
withoul doing any cutting themnselves. Independent advice was sought {rom o My
Leys who found that the 1s for a day’s cutting was the customary fee and (hat the
ford could not raise this arbitranly. Sir William agreed that this lower fee must
prevait and the fast entry in 1750 in this baok notes this decision.

Court Book 3 follows with entries up to 1772.% {n 1752 Wilkiam Chapple is
shown as replacing the over-zeatous Fynes as steward. On 27 October 1736
neither Charles Corbyn, then reeve, nor a jury sufficient in numbers 1o conducet the
proper business attended, Corbyn was fined 0s 8d and the courl adjourned until 29
November 1756 when John Strong suceceded Corbyn as reeve. Uiy worth noting
that at the cowt held on 22 November 1760 Dorothy Furncaus was stated to have
died possessed of 1 lenement in Higher Brimiey spueifically stated to be in the
manor of Langaller. The reeve, Nicholas Stanbury, had given the inhabitants of
Bovey Tracey {presumably the manor the liberty to cut turf on Bovey Heathfield
belonging to Langaller manor. to the detriment of some tenants of Langaller, It
was decreed that no such leave should be given to those outside the manor untit all
the inhabitants of Langaller had been Fably supplicd.

The court of 27 October 1761 was the lust cowrt of Sir William Courtenay and
his executors ook the courts until {3 November 1764, the Rt Hon Viscount
William Courtenay then being the new lord of the mapor,

An inferesting entry tor 24 October (770 shows Thomas Lane admitted as a
free tenant for Langabler Ustate, a tenement furmerly known as Whiteways and
one part of Whisselwell, which he chumed by right of Penelope his wife. Lane
gave it as his aitention o manure and enclose a piece of Bovey Heathfield but
sought the agrecment of the court. This was granted for the tand in question had
always been part of Langaller Estate (Penelope Elizabeth Tothilt was lady of the
manor of Bagtor in llsington parish and married Thomas Lane in [768. who,
through the marriage, became lord of the manor there). Thomas Lane still had the
Langalter Estate in 1772 and Higher Brimley was still shown as part of Langaller
untii at least 1832

The Land Tax assessments for Bovey Tracey on microfiche in the Devon
Record Oftice (DROY show that by 1780 the manor of Langaller had alrendy
roken up into many separate holdings with different owners and oecopiers. for
example, Langaller Estate, Higher and Lower Brimiey. Challabrook, Chappell.
Doxwell and Whisselwill.

An appendix records place names encountered in the court books for
Langaller. Ounly one spelling is shown, for what is clearly the same place may
have been entered with slight variations.
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Appeadix
Bekeleate
Bremley
Calvenoparke
Chappell

Cowses

Daroparke
Deparke

Dipertord
Daxsell

Ciasseller

Cireate Meadow
Hensperch
Hethfelde

tligher Bremley
thigher Bremley Down
Higher More
Lower Bremley ,
Marelond

Outer Challabrook
Sigmore

Slade Meadow
Twrfhill
Whisselwill
Wilmede

Woode
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Captain Jacob Whiddon

Lou Whiddon

Jacol Whiddon was a new breed of mariner, adept in seamunship, naval tactics and
trained (0 the atest science of navigation, He. like the great mariners of his time. was
fronn the southwest of England, from the county of Devon. e was one of the intrepid
Elizabethan seatarers, an extraordinary generation of seafaring men who won control
ol the aceans tor England.

When Clizabeth took the English throne in 1358 she inherited ot eet of twenty-
three ships. Elizabeth also inherited a selid administrative strueture, which she could
use to strengthen the navy. Her father, Henry VHL provided tor the position of Lord
Admiral and the Howard family had a near monopoly on the position for mure than a
century. In 1546 the Navy Board was founded (o supervise the navy under the Lord
Admiral. Henry also established three sites for the training of scamen. But Henry's
tavish spending left England in trgmendous debt, When Elizabeth wunted o increuse
English sea power she needed innovative ways 1o fund the navy,

English merchants were developing o new economic strategy Lo lnanee ventures
at sea, the joint-stock compuny. I was intended to fund voyages for discovery of the
lands and riches of the new world. These companics were effectively used by
Elizabeth to form a powerful voval navy. She issued letters of patent to authorize
combination public/private ventures. Besides granting penmission for a venture she
would wsually provide some assistance 1o the form of ships, stores. gunpowder or
money. The company would provide additional ships along with supplies and crew.
This method reduced the Gnancial strain on the royal treasury and provided Elizabeth
with dliplomatic cover against loreign protests.

TFhese expeditions were nat always used o explore new lands. The capture of
forcign ships on the high seas atten proved far more profitable than exploration. A
captiree ship with a valuable cargo yielded huge dividends, Well-established vatios for
the division of the captured spoils existed that began with the Queen and went down
through the company. the ship™s captain and to the eabin boy. The English privateer
came into existence because plunder on the high seas was more loerative than
exploration and colonization, Through these privatvering activities, England developed
a generation of experienced sea caplains and a good supply of scaman.

Prior to this generation, English sailors only saoled along the coasts or from island
to island. Navigation on the open seas requives a dillerent level of Knowledge. Walter
Raleigh guthered experts in astronomy, geography and other sciences with nautical
application. They developed new ways to nuvigate, new shipbuilding designs, better
armaments and improved combat tactics. This ccewred just in time because waiting

on the horizon was a life and death struggle with Spain; a steagele that would
determine control over of the sca, of the new world und the refigious tuture of Ewrope.

Ameng these experts was athematician, philosopher and scholar. Thomas
[arion e provided private scicutific and professional instruction to Raleigh and his
officers, including Jacob Whiddon,

Rafeigh uderstood the importance of sea power and wrote, "Whosoever
comuands the sed conunands the trade; whosoever commands the trade of the world
commands the riches ot the world, and consequently the world itselt”!

The greatest English seafarers of this generation were all from Devon. This
county. it southwest England, on the peninsula that extends into the Atlannic was the
home of men like Wabter Raleigh, Francis Drake, Richard Grenville, Humphrey
Gilbert and the Hawkins. Devon has the distinetton of providing a large and brilliant
group of naval commanders and daring seamen, These men tock the fead in the
conquest of Virginia and in breaking the power of Spain. {n this company ol mariners
was Jacob Whiddon, an adept and vourageous ship captain.

in the summer of 1578, Humphrey Githbert received letters of patent for a
substantial expedition of discovery and colonmzation. Thix may have been cover for
intended raids on Spaaish interests tn the Caribbenn. Gilbert ad a feet of seven ships,
including the Hope of Greenway with Caorew Raleigh as captaio and Jacob Whiddon
as master. Also pact of Gilbert's fleet was the Frdeon with Walter Raleigh as captain.
The expedition was beset with many problems and ended when bad weather let them
go no farther than Iveland,

Walter Raleigh obtained o charter in 1384 from Elizabeth to establish a colonty in
any *heathen and barbarons kads® nat inhabited by Christian people. In 1585 he sent a
Neet of seven ships, under the comnund of Richad Grenville, which landed on
Ruosnoke Tsland. Jacob Whiddon saited with Richard Grenville to Roanoke and may
have taken part i the abortive effort to relieve the colony in 1587,

In §38%6 Rajeigh gent oul two pinnaces. the Scrpens under the command of Captain
Jacob Wiuddon and the Marn-Spark, on a privateering expedition. They left Plymouth
an 10 June to prey -on shipping in the vicinily of the Azores. The Serpestt and Mary-
Sperk, after a successful venture in the Azores, returned home in early August with
several captured ships and important prisoners. The most impoertant prisoner was
Pedra de Sarmiento de Gamboa, Governor of the Siraits of Megellan, one of the most
knowledgeable and  experienced  Spanish  explorers.  Captain Whiddon  furmvd
Surmicnto over to Walter Raleigh and receilved his share of the spoils. Raleigh took
Sarmienta to Durham House to be held in hope of a large ransom. He was a very
special political prisoner, an authority on the Incas and o highly experenced navigator
having saited widely in the south Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. During this time at
Durham House he filled Raleigh with tales of the fabled E] Dorado, a tand abounding
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with gold and laying in Guiana {Venezuela) between the Orineco and Amazon Rivers,
Raletgh was not to lorget abowt El Dorado and its supposed riches,

in 1588 Spain assembled the largest Fleet the world had cver seen, Philip of Spain
viewed the Armada as a means of returning England o the Catholic realm. The
Spanish {leet contained farge ships intended to catry soldiers sulTicient (o board and
capture the enemy. The English had lighter more mancuverable ships designed s e
platforms intended o bombard the enemy with long-range camen,

On 249 July 1588, Lord Howard was told that the 131 ship Spanish Armada waos
sighied off the Scilly Isles. Howard, Drake, Hawkins and Frobisher, cach in comnand
of a squadrvon were caught in Plymouth harbour and in danger of heing bottied up and
destroyed. Overnight they escaped under cover of Tog and when it Hited the Spanish
realized the English had the weather gauge and the advintage. The English were
chasing from behind and with tong range shelling barassed the Armada’s progress.
This used a tremendous amount of ammuition and supphes of immuniBon were soon
exhausted. Caplain Jacob Whiddon, who was commanding Raleigh™s Rochirck was
assigned to the squadvon ol Sir Francis Drake. Whiddon cirricd supplics of
ammunition to the ships of the squddron and was employed in scouting duty.

On 31 July the Spanish Heet sultered two magor disasters meluding the e Lacdy
of the Rosary accidentally colliding with another gatleon losing her bowsprit and
foremast. She was left adeitt, At dawn the following morning the crippled Rixery
found herself only three cable’s lengths from Drake’s Revenge und Whiddon's
Roebuck, The Rosary. the richest prize captured in the entire campaign, soon
capitulated. She yiclded torty-six guns, other arnms, ammuniion and 553000 ducas of
gold, Drake transferrect the gold to the Revenge before the Roebuck towed the Rosary
to Dartmouth. Coflers containing “clothes of gold and other Fumitare” were found on
the Raxery and were appropriated by the Rochuck s erew, Whiddon remuoved 1en ot the
cannons and the ammunition from the Rosary to resupply the Lnghsh Necer.

The Spanish were ultimately defeated by the more mancuverable Fnalish ships
which pursued and harried them up the channel. The Enplish, by using Jong-range
tactics and with belp from the Duteh, totally trustrated the Spanish. The Armida was
unabic to accomplish its objective of escorting troops across the chanoel o a landiny
in Engtand.  With the English guns bekind them they chose to escape by sailing ap the
:nst coast of England and around Scotband and lrefand. On 12 August Lord Floward
called off the chase. On the return to Spain the Ammadn encounterad a very severe
storm off the Scottish const that caused toses more devastating than did the campaign
against Lord Howard's Heet. The Armada finally limped into Spanish ports having
incurred foses of more than ES.000 men and almost sixty ships,

After the defeat of the Armada, the Spunish pavy was ina very weak position.
The English privateers hind a free rein and more than 90 ships were captured and
broueht 1o Eogland moa vear, This was the lavgest haut of Spanish vessels ever made
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and Raleigh's ships brought in their share. Caplain Jacob Whiddon was a trusted
captain of Ruloigh™s priviateermg fleet and in 15390 commanding the Pilgrim he
captured nmong others a valuable Brazilian prize. A Duteh source stated that the
English “are become londs and masters of the sea and need tear no man™.’

The surcess of the English privateers caused King Philip of Spain 1o delay
shupment of sibver From the West Indies for fear of its capture. Philip determined that
the stlver would nel sail tor Spain untid he had sufficiently rebuilt his fleet to be able to
protect . Immedsately alicr the disastrous lost of ships the Armada suffeced in 388
Spain beean o major siupbadding program including twelve large vessels called the
Twelve Apostles.

The Enghish knowmg Spain counld not indefinitely hold the shipments devised a
plan to cateh tham. Ships would be positioned between the Azores and Spain to lic in
wall. In early 1397 the English sent a squadron under the command of Lord Thomas
Howard fou this purpase. The squadron included Sie Richard Grenville on the Revenge
and Captamn Whiddan on the Pilerin,

Lord Howard's squaclron was al sea for six monthy and becaunse of the inevitable
filth of a fong stay at sea. sickuess struck the crew in the form of typhus, [U was
absolutely necessary to fid a port Lo replace the filthy ballast with clean rocks, obtain
frosh water aud clean v [or the sick, They put in AL Flores in the Azores™ and carried
the sick ashore to recuperate. Spain beeame aware of the English presence and sent a
fleet of fifty-three ships (o contront them, Howard received word of the approaching
Spanish fleet Fom an English merchant. There was barely time w0 bring the sick
abaard and depart the harbowr betore the Spanish Aeet arrived. All escaped exeept
Grenville vuthe Revenge. e was caught between bwo Spanish squadrons,

Wlhen the Hevenge finally made sail an opportunity 1o cscape presented ilsel
Grenville retised to rns, not willing to dishonour himself, his country or Her
Majesty s ship. A marraw gap hetween the Spanish squadvons gave him the idea to sail
thraugh it. The Revenge would fire its cannon hoth port and starboard 1o drive the
Spanish apart and. he cauld sail thraugh and rejoin Howard, As Grenville sailed into
the nridse of the Spanish fleet the wind worked against the Revenge and she lost her
advantage of speed and maneaverability,

The captain of the giant Sun Plilip, one of the Twelve Apostles, sailed at the
Aevenge and when she was on top of the evenge her huge sails blocked all the wind,
leaving the Revenge hecalmed i the middie of the Spanish, Howard's fleet offered
what Hitle Lelp it could. As the day wore on, Grenvitle's situation grew worse and
mone appearcd in sight but encmies, saving one small ship cabled the Pifgrim,
commanded by Jacob Whiddon, who hovered all night o see the success. But in the
morning bearing with the Revengre, she was huated ftke & bare amongst many ravenous
hounds, but escaped’. Captain Whiddon gallantly risked afl 1o support Grenvitle with
whom he had eartier satled to Roanoke.



The Revenge was surrounded by the enemy and had uo hope of escape. First the
San Philip and then the Sww Burnbe grappled and attempled to board. The Revenoe
repelled these attempts. As many as Ntteen ships came against the Revenge 10 board
her amd all were beaten off. The Revenge now barely afloat was still taking a heavy
tall on the enenty,

The Spanish ships coried Musketeers who poured a steady barrage onto (he
tecks of the Revenge. Grenvitle was hit geveral times by musker shot and evenlually
sucewnbed to his wounds after being transferved to the Spanish tlagship. The Revenge
negotialed favaurable terms of surrender before emding the battle, The Spanish
admired gallantry and certainly respected the heroic fight of the Revenge and its
commander, Grenville, who displayed such valour,

Altred Lovd Tenayson's poem The Revenge: o bullurd of the fleet describes this
saga, considered to be greatest in English naval history, This battle was made famous
by Raleigh's account that was based on eyewituess tepotls. This is a story about the
corrage and boldness of Devon mariners. Jacob Whiddon was a heroic player in this
drana.

The interest the captured Spimiard Sarmienio had sparked in Raleigh tn 1586
about the legendary El Dorado remained vivid, In 1594 Raleigh was ready o acl,
Fram his privateering captains he chose Jacob Whiddon, the man who had captured
Sarmiento, to launch 4 reconnaissancs voyage 1o Guiana. If an English oothold could
be established in Guiang, a wedge would be driven between the Spanish colonies of
Mexieo and Pera and the {low of gold to Spain would be cut off. This, it was believed.,
would tepple the Spanish cmpire and provide fabulous wealtl 1o England.

Arriving at Trividad, Whiddon obtained permission from Don Antonio de
Berrio, Spaish governor of Guiang, to resupply his ship. While supphes were being
toaded, Whiddon had o cordial meeting with Berrio making discreie inguires about
Guiana. Whiddon also met with the Indians for trade and (o lind our what they could
tell him about El Dorado. Whiddon met an Indian Chiel named Cantyman wiho he
would see again on the return trip. When Whiddon was away from his ship, Berrio
senl some {ndinns to ofler a deer hunt o the crew. Eiglit of them went ashore for the
hunt and were attacked and killed by Berrio’s men. Berrio had given his word to
Whiddon that the English could “take water ind wood safely’. This Spanish betrayal
would nat be forgotten. Whiddon knew that it wus time to leave and immediately
suibed for Cngland with information gathered from the Spanish and the Indians
concevning the tocation of Bl Dorado. He brought back wilh him four Indians to be
tinned as interpreters and lo provide defails concerning arca geography. These four
vomprised the largest group of Americans to have visited England o this puint and
provided valuable service o Raleigh on the retarn trip to Guiana.

Later Whidden wus anested based on charges brought by some Dutch
merchants. To free him and have tiin available for a return to Guisna., Raleigh had his

politicat ally, Sir Robert Cecid. write to the judge of the Adniralty Court asKing Tov lus
prompt release. Ceell wrote *1 pray Siv take some paines in the matter, and let il be so
carricd as Whydden may be torthwith at Ivbertie, for { assure yow, it convernes Sir
Wakter very nere, akl yow shall therby doe such i curlesie 1o me and him as wee shall
both thincke our sclves beholdinge unto yow™." This worked. as Whiddon was
avatluble for a return voyage to Guiana (o discover B} Dorado.

Prior to the voyage to Guisna Thomas Hariot way consutlted to provide the latest
advanees in navigation, He delivered a series of lectures 1o the cuptains and masters of
the Guiana fleet. The lectures covered the kest research on navigational technigues.
The cross-stalf an instrumeat held to the eye and used 1o determine batude always
gave trouble duc tw tacial differences. Mariners usually made o rule of thumb
correction to the associated mathematical wbdes. Hariot developed corrected tables for
Raleigh, Whiddon and shipmaster John Douglas based on their facinl charactertstics.
They were prepared with the Jatest navigalion techniques.

(m 6 Febroary 1393 three ships making the Guiana voyage soiled oat of
Plymouth harbon. The ships were packed with soldters and prospectors. The
expedition was lead by Raleigh who swiled on his Hlagship Bk Redeied commanded
by Captan Whiddon, Whiddon was the old salt of this vovage, The Lion s Whelp was
o sail with them but was delayed several days. OFff the coast of Portugal one of the
three ships, the gaffego, was blown ol course imd separated  from the others. Lipon
reaching the Canary Islands on 17 February the two ships put in o rest and wait for
the Lion 'y help and gaffogo. After waiting about a week and seeing no sign of the
missing ships, Raleigh decided o continue the jourmey.

The Bark Refeieh and the Ssmall bark” arvived at Trinddul one 22 March. They
anchored off leacas Point encountering netther Spanish nor Indin. Afler a few days
for recuperation and reconuaissanee they begin to move north and on s Aprid were off
Port of Spain. Here they saw o smadl company of Spaniards guarding 1he Lading,
Rudetgh sent Captain Whiddon to speak with them beeause he spoke Spanish. Afier a
friendly meeting some of them came ahoard. Later that evening, the Indian Chiet
Cantyman., whom -Whiddon had mer on his 1393 voyage, came on board. Frem
Cantyman they lfearned the strength of the Spanish and the location of San fose, the
Spanish garrison,

Over the next fow days the Spanish came aboard the Bark Releiyh 1o trade and
while an board they were wined and dined. Gaining the contidence ol the Spanish. the
English discrectly inguired about Guiana and navigation on the Orinoco River. Then
en the evening o 7 April Rateigh decided to attack San Jose. They set upon the
Spanish compiny putting them to the sword. They then marched about F)0 men
toward San Jose, the capital of Trinidad, for o dawn raid, At sunrise they atacked and
the Spanish were either killed or fled and Raleigh had taken the town and captured
Berrio, Berrio was the one who killed cight of Whiddon's men during the V594 visit,



They looted and razed the wown and atter two days returned back to the harbour with
the captured Berrio. The same day they returned to the harbour the Lion s Whelp and
gettego come inte view, 10 April was o good day for the Fnglish, they had gained
revenge for the killing of Whiddon™s men. sacked the Spanish giverison, captured
Bertio, established good relations with the Indians and been rejoined by their missing
ships.

About 13 April they lell Port of Spain and headed south back 1o leacos Poinl.
There they built @ wooded fort to serve as a base [rom which to explore the mainland
and as w gacrison agunst the Spanish. This put them only 10 miles from the South
American goast. At this point the interrogation ol Bemo was conduacted to learn all
that he knew abaut Guiana, From this base Whiddon made o tnip acvoss the gull to the
mainland and discovered 4 sutlable place ta enter for the rip up the Orinoco,

Whiddon seeompanied Raleigh and abowt 10U men as they erossed vver to the
South American mainland on {7 May. They crossed in five smail boats because the
Orinoeo River della was so shallow that Farger vessels could not enter, bt ook [Tcen
days 1o {raverse the delta, struggling against a strong current, extreme heat and
shwrtages of food and water. Onee dywough the defta and into the main river progress
wals mueh easicr and faster. Five more days travel on the river brought the party 1o the
conttucnce of the Orinoco and Caroni Rivers, nearly 230 miles from their ships,
Further passage upriver was impossible due 1w the falls ahead. Therefore, three
scouling parties were sent out on oot to explere the avea. One of these scouling parties
was led by Jacob Whiddon with the mission of finding signs of gold and “mingral
stone’,

It wos nearly four weeks since they had started the journey up the Orinoco.
Encountering insurmotntable obstacles of the Fals, raging rapids, immuinent rains and
an exhausted vrow, they decided to end the Orinoco exploration. Raleigh resolved to
return the Following wvear, but it was not to bhe. The swilt current corvied them
downriver and iy Tour or five days they were back al their base on Trintdad.

Shortly after ariving at their base Raleigh's small fAeet of ships sailed to
Murgarita and then 1o Camana, 2 small twn on the maintand. Cumana was a trading
port for gold and tobacco and was often visited by English mariners. On 23 June. the
fleet taunched Five boats Toaded with 210 men to lootand burn the towi, Upon landing
they quickly captured the watertront and soon toak control of the high ground. The
Spanish regrotped at their fort and when reinforcements arvived they counterattacked.
The town was better defended than Raleigh expectedt Casualties began o mount and
the English retreated 1o the shore, With 2reat loss of lite and many wounded they
returned o their vessels,

Forty-vight were left dead on the shore and another twenty-seven dicd onboard
ship of their wounds. A total of seventy-five dead, including Captoin Whiddon who
wis buried on Trinidad, The loss of Whiddon touched Sir Walter Raleigh who wrote

concerping his faithful friend *a man most honest and valiant, whom o my great
sorrow lefl buricd in the sands of that sl

The nineteenth century cleric and writer, Charles Kingley, describes Jacob as *a
Devonshire man - probably one of The Whiddons of beautiful Chagford’. He hod two
sons christened al St Andrews Church in Plyvinouth, Jacoeb in 1584 and Halse in 158K,
[n the late sixteenth century the 51 Andrews Church included many Elizabethan
scalnrers including Drake, Hawkms and Grenville,

Jacob Whiddon was a stalwart sixteenth centwy scadog. He and  his
contemporarics faid the foundation that provided Emglond the largest and most
powerful navy in the workl, *Britannia rules the waves” was a true statement for over
300 years.
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Oliver Cromwell and Devonshire farming

Rabin Stanes

Professar W.CGL Hoskins is his Devor wrote that Oliver Cromwell had praised
Devonshive husbandry saying that *f have been in all (he counties of Englind and {
think the husbandry of Devonshire the best”,”

Hosking was quating frem John Aubrev’s The watival historv of Wiltshive
(1656-85) purt 2, chapter 7 *Agriculture’.” The exact quote is as follows:

The Devonshire men were the carliest tmprovers, | heard Gliver Cramawell, Protector,
al dinner at Hampton Court, 1657 ar 8, tell the Lord Arundell of Wardoor and the Lord
Fitzavilliams that he had been in all the counties of England and that the Devonshire
husbandry was the best: and at length we have obtained o good dead of it whieh 15 well
Known sl need not be rehearsed. But William Scott of Hedington, & wvery
undherstinding man in these things., teld me this sinee 1630 the Tashion of husbandry
this country had been alwered three times over. stil) setining,

Cromwell as Lord Proteetor resided at Hampton Court and “held court™ there.
Adthough be had aristocratic connections. Cromwell's own life had been that of a
minor Jandowner at St Ives in Honbingtonshire, until the conflict between king and
parliament began. Landowners, iF ey wore wise, knew about the land and how to
tmprove it, for manty il was an abiding interest!

Cromwell was in Devon from just after the Battle of Langpmt (October
1045), when the New Mode! Acony under his and Lord Fairfux's command drovy
the defeated rovalists westwards into Devon, He was in Ottery St Mary in October
in October 1645 and at Bovey Tracey and Ashburton in the New Yeac and perhaps
at Forrington. He saw au Autumn Devon then with the corn harvest home, the
apple harvest beginning and water meadows being "drowned’, winter ploughing
and sowing beginning, am hedges being cut and laid. He was plainly impressed!
Perhaps most by the entire enclosuve of the landscape of Devon ima cnclosed
Helds and the ploughing of ofd grassland, cven ou hill sides. to make arable from
which to ke two or three crops, and then resced to grass as a ‘ley’, nel permiment
grass. Steep hitlsides and wet meadow apart. there was very little permamoent grass
in Devon,

John Aubrey was born in 1626, He is best known for s Bracf fives. Short
sharp biographics of well known contemiporaries, literary gossip culied down from
a Hfe at Court and “in society”, He was not a *landowner’. but ar oue time held the
lease of the Manor Farm at Broadehalk, Wiltshive, from the Farl of Pembroke. He
was thus 32 when he heard and remembered Cromwell's words,

His Nutural history of Wittshire was written between 1656 and 1686, In s
chapter on agriculture he lists the agricultural improvements that were current in
Wiltshire in his Hifetime: g was introduced cirea 15395 by Sir Edward Ford of
Devon: beat burning or Denshiving (Devonshiring being the paring and burning of
poor grassland before ploughing) was introduced i 1639 by Mr Bishop of
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Merton; Marling was introduced by George Johnson of Bowden, councillor at law:
waler meadows were estublished at Wylye in 1633; soap nshes were spread on
land. lirst by Mr Broughlon of Bristol: and cnelosures were “anciently fow”,
although there were some at Chippenham in 1633,

These improvements were all being advocated by William Bligh wt e
English improver improved of 1603, and were clearty in use in Devon by the i
Samuel Colepresse wrote his account ol Devonshire agricuiture for the Royal
Society in 1667, Doubtless Oliver Cromwell saw all this activity and more when
he was in Devon in 1645, and Devon, unlike Wiltshire, was by then almost
entirely enclosed and without enclosure there was little opportunity to ‘tmprove’.
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Mormoas in Plymouth 1922-1963

Peter Vousden

On 5 February 1922 two young men held a public meeling on the Notth Quay in
Plymouth in ocder to prockuim their veligion, Harvey D. Hansen and Emcst G
Joseph were Mormon misstonaries and their boldness drew a crowd of listening
men. The Times reported the al freseo meeting: " Their speeches were Hstened to
guictly but afterwards considerable resentment was shown by some members of
the audicnce. The elders lell followed by o shouting group of men. A soeldier
knocked the hat off the head of a missionary’.! The shout had gone up that the
missionaries were pelygamists only interested  in reeruiting women. Their
presence in Plymouth was covered in depth for several woeks by the Western
Evening Hevald, who senta veporter to nterview their landlady at theie fodgings at
14 Morley Street, Prince Rock, She said that they were 'two quict, well behaved
and respectable young men. She had nothing bul praise for their sincerity and she
greatly regretted the hoslility which had been shown them,™

The Herald, reporting on the incident al the North Quay, declared in its front
page headline ‘Mormons will not go!”, and published a phatograph of the elders
preachiog shortly before the meeting broke up and the missionaries Aed.” A police
officer offered them protection and suggested they leave Plymouth for their own
safety. Elder Hansen, who was the senior of the pair, declined stating that neither
he nor his companien had broken the law and that they infended to exercise thewr
right 1o acl as ministers of their religion. Such were the begmnings of Mormon
congregations in Pevon.

Prior to the First World War cerlain seetions of the British press hud waged a
war of invective against the nussionarics of The Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter
day Samts, best known by the nickname *Mormon’. Foremost in the campaign
was the Dailv Express which printed story aftec story of Mormon missionaries
alleged abductions of English givls for Utah based polygamous harems.' The
stories excited a ot of interest not only from outraged readers ol the Sypresy and
other publications, but also lrom the more considered sections of the media. For
example W.T, Stead. the most famous and respected editor in Fleet Street reacted
against the outbreask ot intolerance. In a letter to the Duily Express he lodged his
‘etaphatic protest against the mischicvous and wicked nonsense that is being
weilten and spoken in turtherance of what is known as the anti-Mormon crusade™.”
Stead wenl vn o deery the intolerance of Chorch of Englind and Catholic clergy
who were calling at best for Parliament to intervene and at worst for the Mormon
agents of polygamy ‘to be taken by the scruft of the neck. rushed seross the land
and dropped into the sea’." The Chuwrch Times advocated the deportation ol all
Mormions,” The atmosphere became highly charged and Mormons were viokently
altacked, with a sixty four year old man in Nuneaton being tarred and featheved
and attacks reported in Birmingham, London, Bristol, [pswich and Sunderland.’
The Home Office did conduct an eaguiry into the activities of Mormons. The
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Archbishop of Canterbury admitted in his submission to the enguicy that “we
cannot at present get all the clear cvidence that we want about inclividual cases,
but this propaganda is an evil thing’." Winston Churchill, Home Secrctary, agreed
with the Archbishop that there was no evidence and therefore no official action
against the Movmons was justified. They were to be left to pursue their preaching.

In Jomuacy 922, just a few weeks before the ctders preached for the first time
in Plymouth. The fuily Express resumed its altack upan “these apostles of a
pestilent gospel’.™ *Mormons must be banncd’'' ran one Express headline,
“Deport the Mormons'' screamed another, *No woman who gets to Utah can ever
escape. She is lost (o decency and dead to her friends. Yot the nauseous hypocrites
who lure gitls in the name of a God they provoke are allowed to run free i this
country. The peril is shocking. The scanclal is intolerable™.

(c was against this background that elders Hansen and Joseph stood by the
docks on the North Quay and addressed a crowd of Devonian men. 1t was not an
auspicious beginning but the public debate and the disturbance inspired brought
out the best in the residents of Plymouth. ‘Liow dare these people corrupt the
morals of the country and of Plymouth™ wrote one disgruntled correspondent to
the Hestern Evenine forald

“These people” who so disgusted him were not the Marmon clders but the
men who chased them oft the quayside. How dare residenis of Plymeuth, of all
places, forget religious tolerance? (o an editornat the Heradd articulated the
argument: ‘A Britisher believes in libecty. Particularly does he believe in religious
liberty...Jt behoves British people safeguarded by their laws against the abuse of
liberty (o be wlerant'.”

The Herald covered the Mormon story tor several weeks giving over space in
its etters page for both gides of the argument. For example on Valentine's Day a
corcespondent simply signed A Mother” wrate [ hope the peopte of Plymouth
will show these soft voiced fellows that we ae English men and women and that
we will stand by the young giels of our town and protect them™.'" But the paper
also ook the time to interview Elder Hansen and gave him space to rebuff the
accusations made against hun and his companion and the church they were
ficensed to represent: “People in Plymouth have been converted to Mormonism
but have never been asked o go to Utah, One Tady here Tas been o Mormon for 30
years'. he claimed.’” The Westorn Evening Hevald was a Bberat organ accustomed
to showing both sides of o debate, for example allowing both Catholics and
Prolestants to debate issues back and forth in their letters page. They followed a
similar pattent in dealing with the Mormon issue.

[n maintaining a stance of tmpartial solerance the Hercdd gave space for a
serialisation ot a rather sensational account of liviag with Mormons in Utih by an
Englishwaman called Agnes Lister, who said she was unfairly punished by church
[eaders for not being obedient enough. The serialisation lasted for several editions,
bt the paper then gave Harvey D. Hansen 2 whole column of space ta answer the
critical points made." The Herald also pubtished an impressive photograph of the
Mormon temple in Sult Lake City, Utah."
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The immediate furore passed and The Churcl of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints maintained a smalt and weak presence in Plymouth. For example, The
Latter day Saimts Millennial Star, the church’s British magazine from 1840 o
1970, featured in an August 1934 edition a profile of Walter Shortle, the president
of the Plymouth branch. He had been baptised @ Mormon in July 1918 as a 12 year
old in Bolton, Lancashire, the county with a Mormen congregation stretching as
tar back as 1837, Shortle wrote in the Str, ‘Mormenism embraces all truth,
wherever il may be found. 1t has no guactel with the truths of taditional
Christianity or the truth of paganism, or the findings of science. 11 is not a seet or
merely a church, Mormenism is a celigion in its broadest sense” ™" Shortle baplised
filsie Yates, a Plymouth girl who became his wife, and their efforts kept the simall
branch ative during the 1930s. Others took the reins during the Second World War
and into the 1950s, but it was not until the 1960s when interest in the message of
Mormonism beeame more popular and waves of new converts were baptised that
the church became once more the focus of attention of the Wesrern Evening
Herald, From 1954 to 1963 the Plymouth branch of the church met in o house in
Seymour Steeet with a maximum capacity for vighty worshippers, Their {ocal
teader, Mr Geoffrey Reeson, explained the house was too small for a growing
congregation. The Herald reported on the plans for a new purpusce buile chapel of
modern design: “The new chapel at Hartley will scat about 400 prople, but with an
adjoining hall the total capacity wiil be ubout 1,000, There wiil also be
classtooms, offices and a reception lounge' ™ The Western Morning News
reported further on the building on Manamead Road i 1963 ‘Mormons build
own chapel - £160,000 Plymouth wark started”, There followed an article about
who was building the church, how it was to be built, and details of the interior
design.” The inpression given that it was to be a welcome addition to the locality.
The Plymouth building has since hosted many important acts of worship.
conferences of instruction, weddings, funerals and social and sporting events over
the years. Tt is also home 1o a genealogical library open to members of the public.
Since 1977 it has stood as the headguarters of the church in Devon and Cornwall,

But the Herald Jeserves the last word in the changing fortunes of the
Mormons in Plymoutl with a 1963 headline: “Friendly ways of Mormons suceeed
in city. They printed a photograph of two beautiful British lady missionaries catled
Deidre Lewis and Leslic Gardner. No longer American men fighting accusations
of female abduction but lovely young Enghsh women sharing their honest
testimony. The article noted the charm of the lady missionaries and then
proceeded to examine numerical growth through baptism in Plymouth and the
need for a new building in which to worship.” Such a story from the Herafel
contrasts markedly with the one forty one years earlier which proclaimed
*Mormons will not go!'. and reported on missionaries being chased thvough the
streets of Plymouth by angry men. From ‘Mermaons witl not go!’ to *Friendly
ways of Mormons succeed in city® provides & succinet and apposite summary of
the fortunes of The Church of fesus Christ of Latter day Saints in Plymouth
between 1922 and 1963,
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Book reviews

Reger Barrett (2006) Start Point and its lighthonse, Chudleigh, Orchard
Publications; 86 pages, 8 maps, profuscly illustrated, softback, ISBN
1898964742, £4,95,

What an excellent little book. It provides a comprehensive history of this
important. beautiful but hazirdous landmark. the most southerly in England except
tor Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. It deseribes graphically the wrecks on this
dangerous stretch of coastline, the construction of the Mighthouse in 1836, and is
accompanicd by illustrations which bring to lile oll the facets of the area. The
different methuds of powering the light over the years are caretully explained as
well as the hves snd accommodation of the lighthouse keepers until automaltion
took over in 1992, 1018 4 Fascinating story and shows what dreadtul toss of lite and
ships were saved by its presence, although even then the great blizzard ol 1891
caused disaster and toss of lite, in spite of brave etforts by rescuers.

Apart from including its history the book gives a detailed aceount ol the rocky
coastling, and of walks which can be taken round and near the lighthouse. The
lighthouse is open to visitors and the author is a guide there. Two holiday coliages
ace availhic to rent from Trinity Flouse who are still responsible for the operation
ol the lighthouse and cottages.

The BBC had a building there opened just before war began in 1939, which
has since reen demolished, although the radio masts are still in positian and used
for unsmiting Radio 5 Live.

Although there 15 no index sourees are comprehensively provided, und | could
only find one misprint! This is a book which will both delight and imform.

Arnold Savers

Henry Buckton (2006) Friendly invasion: memories of Operation Bolero,
Chichester: Phillimore & Co. Ltd; 193 pages, profusely illusteated, softback,
ISBN 139781860774331, £9.99.

This book gives an excellent account of the American occupation of Britain
between 1942 and 1945, whee thousands of voung US servicemen arrived in
Britain. Most were part of an infantry, armoured or atrborne division preparing for
embarkation tor the Normandy D-Day landings. Their presence, despite being
over a relatively short period of time, would have a lasting cllcet on the local
community. This book is a captivating story of the way their presence influenced
them and the local people during the Sceand World War, It provides an impaoreant
insight into the various relationships forged between the local population and their
Awmerican guests. Many Devon and Cornish people worked with the Americans,
pravided them with accommuodation ar lived near thelr camps. Othory were
involved with them socially: visiting their cinemas and dancehalls, The book
reveals a fascinating account of how the Americans enjoyed their spare time, their
ramancing. and sometimes. their marriage to tocal gicls. [ also covers the
controversial subject of Gl brides and their babies. Many ol the soldiers who

Tl
]

embarked from Dartmouth, Stapton Sands in Devon and Tumaware in Cornall,

never returned from the Novmandy landings after learfid fighting on the beaches.
This very readable book ncludes nrany stunning and previousky unpublishud

photographs, and recaptures the wtmosphere of a unrique period in our history that

will appeal to local people and lustovians alike. It has o comprehensive index and

ix well worth a place on any hookshell, Well vecommended.

Nedl Maceatoy.

Halserove DVD Excter collection (2003): Discovering Bistoric Exeter (2008)
(orviginably producced in VHS format as Old Exerer (1995), approx, 88 min.;
Memorivs of ofd Exeter (2005) (originally preduced in VUS format as Ofd
Exeter 1991) approx. 50 min.; Eveder blitz (originally produced in VHES format
as The Excter blir), approx. 50 min.: 3 DV D sel £29.97,

The three DVDs show ahistory of Exeter from the Roman aceupation to the fate
twenticth contury. Chronologically. the first DVD s Discovering Hivtoric Fycter
that, by usce of monochrome wnd colour film and photographs. local Wstorians
deseribe the eity’s history over bwo milfennia by referring to illustrated boildings,
tor example, the Cathedral, the Guaildhall, e Bishops™ Palace, the Custom House,
Rougemant and Powderham Castles, the viwious aimshouses, parish churches, and
mcdicval mansions, and so forth. Artefacts associated with the buildings and,
where appropriate, their historic signiticance are deseribed as are the historie
backgrowtd of Devon families. such as the Achds, Coustenays and Wynards.
The second DVD approaches Ixeter history over the carly Victevian pertod to the
mid twentieth contury by referring o a collection of monochrome post cards and
still photographs mterspersed with occasionad colour slides and o fow movie shots,
The ast period, entitied The fveter Blitz, spans the 1939 1o 1945 war with cing
film af the city before anel aller the Boedecker raid of vay 4™ 1942 filmed by o
guest from o window of the Rougemont Hotel Many  buildings, such s
Bampiyvlde House. Lxeter’s cinemas, Marks and Spencer’s, Wretord s, Dellar’s
Cafd were destroved and many more, such us the Cathedral, St Sidwell™s Churel,
the Viears Charal extensively damaged. Internviews with persons, such as Ajr Raid
Persannel, fire service, elephone operatives, and others, who served during the
blity: wore secarded and are of pariicular interest. The  photographs of
reconstruction of the city after the bombing. sucl as those of Princesshay, since
the demolitons to make way for a twently Orst century reconsirsction of the ity
centre, have beconw valuable historie records. For example the photegraphs and
comments on the wall statues, Pespair and Hope, indicate their sspmificanee. and
the importance of restoring thent as near as possible 1o their original site ot the end
of Princesshay,

IBMs introduction of the Dirst saecessful personal computer i 1981 laid the
foundation of the introduction of o series of devices that changed the world aned.
mevitably, caused rapid obsolescence. Halsgrove are (0 be congratulated  For
publishing these three DV 's. much of the contents ol which must be unigue, and
Tov producing DVIXs from the now obsolescent VIS material. There is o small
amount of lack of synchrontsation between the sound and the piciare. The value of
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the DVIEY's would bo greatly enhanced tf there were an index {oc the historie
matertal. One tmagines that the writing of software for this would not create much
difficulty.

D.LB. Thomas

Patvicin Milton (2000) The Discovery of Dartmoor: a wild anmd wondrons
region, Chichester: Phillimore and Co.g xii + 241 pages, 112 b/w illustrations,
16 eolour plates, hardback, 1SBN 1860774016, ISBN 13 975-1-86677-401-0,
£18.99,

This is a handsomely-prodhuced book, with well written clear text and 8 generous
collection of appropriately chosen illustrations. The purpose of the book, as
expressed in the Intvaduction, is o exanmne the various influences that brought
about the change in pereeptions ol Dartmwoor from that of o dreary region with
uncouth fringe dwellers iy the sixteenth century to one that is visited by millions
of people. with well respected tocal camumnumitios, in modern times. [tis noted that
the focus is Lo be on ways in which water-colowrists and nevelisis have interpreted
Dartmowor,

The hirst seven of the seventeen chapters include & briel description of

Dartmoor’s physical structare {correction; the Rivers Avon, Erme and Yealm do
not rise in the northern boggy area, but south of the way from Moretonhampstead
to Tavistock), and referenees to history from as carly as the twelfth century. A
picture of the moor is built up as secen through the eyes of such carly writers as
Risdon, Westeote, Browne, Gilpin, Mashall, Vancouver, Carrington, Rowe,
Crossing amd numcerous others.

In the secand half of the book the author moves on o topographical works
such as those of Mrs Bray and Rachel Breans, and into the reabm of Hiction, We
become aware of the often patronising views with which life on Dartmoor was
regarded by those who came to from ditferent backgrounds, and the gull between
them. An outline of historical developments s interspersed: such as the

establishment of the Prison, and military  manocuvees, and  coneerns for

preservation. The bulk of the latter part relies almost entively on fiction. The
Hownd of the Baskervilles occupies a whaole chapter (incidentally Conan Doyle's
colleague was Fletcher, not Fraser Robinson). Another long chapter is on Eden
Phittpotts. ond abour eight pages are on Beatvice Chase,

Ag a study of warly and fictional writings aboul Dartmoor (which, aber all,
was the author’s srated objective) this book may be said to have succeeded, But
while fictional deseriptions wmay convey pictures ol its people (referred 1o
throughout the book as “Dwrtinortans’) one cannol be certain how nureh i
exaggeration or Hterary licence introduced for entertainment value. Witliam
Crossing’s Dearimoor Forker - not mentioned in the Bibliography - would have
offered truer descriptions.  [Hstorians expecting & precise account of how
Dartmoor and ity mysteries  are progressively  being Cdiscovered” will be
disappointed. The book s chronology ends at 1931 so that the discoveries made by
archacologists and researchers in the recent half century are not included.

A rather wild statement at the end of the penultimate chapeer: .. the notion
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that the moor should be placed in public ownecship. ... was reswrected” preceded
the unqualificd note that Dartmoar was declared o National Park in 1951, The
Pnad chapter. "A National Park’, comprises just 1M pages of text. (U opens,
apparenily  thanklully: *Suddenly there was o great cleaviog up’. [oduastrial
buildings were tazed, machinery removed, 1solated dwellings made uainhabitable,
and the Princetown Rabway track torn up. Maodeon-day letterboxing -~ “a popuiar
feisure activity’ - and the Ten Tors challenge are desceribed. but theee is o
mention of farmers and others who seek their Hivings on the “discovered” moor.
Flelen Harvis

Maurice Southwell, Christopher Long, Elizabeth Gordner and Sally Stocker
(2006 Lxmanth Posteards, Stroud: Tempus Publishing; 127 pages, profusely
ithustrated, softhbacly, [SBN 0752438247, £12,99.

This well-produced and attraetive volume contains a wide selection of posteards
and photographs. covering the town of Exmouth over about one bundred years,
The chapters divide the town into arcas, some of which are well-represented, such
as the Exeter Road and Shelley Road and the carly Javs ol Sandy Bay [loliday
Camp. Indeed, many visitors as well as residents will find this book a most
interesting record of the vanished pust. Regretfully, there are no images of old
Chapel Street, the heart of the old own until it was badly bombed iy 1943 and the
remainder demalished afler the war.,

A splendid number of people have been identified in these photographs and
the captions are good. The anthors are to be congratulited again for this second
cotlection, although shie provision of an index would have made it more helpful o
family and local higtorians.

Fizabeth Maveock

Books received for information

Below are publicitions cither sent to the Society for information, cather than tor
review, or lhat include some local historical content on Devon that may be of
interest and value to members, but insufficient in extent far 2 full review m this
Journak.

David Morrish (20070 Heavitree Parish houndary stones: o guided walk,
lxeter; Heavitree Local History Society; 7 pages, illustrations, stapled feaflet,
ISBN 0954364980, £L.50 {copies available from The Devon and Lxeter
Instituetion, Cathedral Close, and the Tourist Information Cenfre, Civic
Centre, Exeter.

Sam Turuner (2006) Making a Christian landscape: the countryside in early

medieval Corawall, Devon and Wessex, Exeter: University of Excter Press;
218 papes. biw illustrations, solthack, ISBN 0859897830,
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