





The restoration of the village cross at Churston Ferrers

Jean Tregaskes

The history of the cross

The year of the Millennium, 2000 A.D., was, in porl, the reason lor the idea of

restoring the aucient vilfage cross at Churston Ferrers near Brixham. The cross
had ceised to function as such during years of religious turmoil, probably in the
sixteenth century. when objects thought to be idelatrons were desiroyed.

The suggestion was wade by a churchwarden, Peter Rovle. who was heavily

wvolved m [997-8 in creating an entively new churchvard opposite the chureh of

St Ny the Viegin, which had never had a burial ground belore. Apart {rom Lord
Churston’s family vaualt within the curtilage and a Farguharsan burial juside the
church all parishioners were buried at St Mary’s churchyard in Brixham since time
imimemorial. "This had meant a mile fong journey frony Churston Chureh atong the
Iych {corpse) way. now known as Copythorne Road. and up Monksbridge Road to
the “mother church™ of Brixham. Local tradition, in the twenticth century, had it
that such processions always mugle three cireles around a pife of stones in the
roxchway, at the junction ol the Tene front the chureh with the street through the
vitlage of Churston, belore progesding to Brixham. The stones were the remains
of the base of the old villige cross. loay since fost sight of but stll respectfully
acknowledged,

An article written about 1877 by Juues Bridge Davidson ‘On ancient crosses
and cross houses” provides this account of Churston™s tradition. After stanng,
cleavly 1o his amazement, that the ‘present chureh has no churchyard” he goes on
Lo sy

Bur there 35 0 the high road leading to Beixham o remarkable site. i e form of now
onby a pile of stones, round which Tuneral processions vsed 1o make wcireuit with
wwuch reverence. Hore, tradition says, a cross stood bere st chureh was to have been
breift, but the Author of Bvil interfered and murred the design. The writer [Davidson|
strgests that it was this crogs that gave its nume o Cerectona,}

“Cercetong” is the name for the manor of Churstan i 1086 in the Domesday
book. There is no mention of a church in the viltage, which was then in the
possession ol Judhael, Lord of Totnes. Tt had been hield by LI the Saxon, who
was probably o relutive of King Harold who was Killed tn 1066 at Hastings. Susan
Pearce quotes o wetl-developed practice by the tenth century that was deseribed
about 700 ALx. by an English nun who wrote: “on estates of nobles and good men
of the Saxon race 10w the custom Lo have a cross. . .erected on some prominen
spot for the convenience of those who wish to pray daily before it".”

Adthough there s no Domesday evidence of a church existing in Saxon times
this does not preclude the possibility of one at Churston. The Revered ().
Reichel in his article *The church wud the hundreds ol Devon® states that if a ford,
with the consent of the Bishop, created a church on his manor, such wonld nat be
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mentioned in Domesday, since they were frechold and not “held in chiet of the
king'." Other thoughts on this come from Bygone Devonshire written about 1898
by the Reverend Hilderic Friend, who statex thal: “The neghbourhood of
Torquay...affords two of the rare local instances of the proven existence of a
chureh before the € (mquut [e refers to Chorston as “glorying in the possession
af a Saxon sanctuary”.” He bases this on the use of ceree ov evric as elrch in
Southern England. A soft pronunciation of the o led to church whereas a hard
prosunciation brought the word Airk, used in northern arcas for religious
buildings.

Whether or not there was an actual building for warship at Churston before
the Domesday Survey the very name ‘Churston’ does indicate the presence of a
preaching eross, beeause the word derives from the Anglo-Saxon ovrie and fon,
meaning cross aml fown, O note properly o furge farm. Ttwas stll cuxtomary for
villagers to worship around such field crosses even at a time when the ford of the
manor might well have had his own manorial chapel, The cross at Churston was
probably so used until (he simple manorial chapel, built before 1100 AD. was
enlarged in the twellth century. 1t is known from the records of the Bumlu!um
Priony of Tatnes, founded by Judhael, that Churston paid tithes from 1088 The
Totnes monks came 10 say mass at Churston where 8 parvise or priests tount was
built for them over the church poreh, but the preaching cross renniined in the
village even when the church wax handed to the parishioners in 1480, The cross,
while it was a venerated feature of the parish, would have been updated in style
some fime after 1066.

With the Protestant Reformanion. begun by King Henry VEH in 1534 and
confirmed in the reign of his dangbter, Elizaboth 1. the sixteenth cenlury saw
major changes in religious observance. leonoclasi meant the removal of many
features that seemed to imply dolatry and crosses were among the objects
attacked. Churston’s village eross was probably imade to disappear at that time,
The base of the cross remained in the raadway but the shaft and head were not
seen again for centurics,

Churston chureh underwent a major restoration from 1864-5, during which
time two items of pre-Reformation practice were uneovered from beneath render
on the poreh wall. On the cast side of the outer door 2 holy water stoup appeared
and above the parvise window situated over the main porch door a carving came
to light. Bt s a cructtixion scene with the central figure of Christ on the cross
supported on gither side by the Virgin Mary and probably St Jobn. Ils pusition
above & window in the Tudor style suggests that it was dehiberately hicklen there
under nety render in the sixteenth century at the time of the Refopmation. Bdward
Masson Phillips, writing about ‘The ancient crosses of Devon™ i 1937, says that
the Churston Ferrers' cross could be of the type where the shaft *0ears a canopied
or fantern head'. He savs thatl there are fragments of a carved crucifixion “built
into the South wall of the South poreh of Churston chureh’, which could be the
‘Jantern-head’ ® A lantern-head is o rectangolar bluck of stone with carvings on the
four sides. It was an unusual shape, Tor Devon crosses are nonmally of the simple
cruciform style,
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Charles Fowler: architect, 1792-1867

Bocothy Presswell

ln his 76" year, the acchiteet Charles Fowlee died at his residence Western House,
Great Marlow, Bucks. His obituary i The Builder vecorded hint as having been
born 2t Cutlomptown, Devon, to a long established Devonian F:lmi]y.l Al the start of
his carcer he was bound apprentice at the age of 15 to an Excter architeet and
buider, John Powning, after which he wmoved to London in 1814 to join the
architectural practice of David Laing (1774-1856). Probably unwillingly, Fowler
had chosen well, for Laing, who had been a pupil of Sir John Soanc (1778-1837),
was noted for the manner ir which he allowed his young associates a free hand in
their work and. in conseguence, Fowler's architectural ability {lourished. Fowler
worked with Laing’s other young assistanis, two ol whom possessed  he
Dickensian surnames of Tite (1798-1873) and Bellamy (17951870, and it must
have been a very amicable assoctation as they remamed Triends throughout their
lives,”

Early vears
Onving to Laing™s practice of accepting commissions and then delegating them to
one of bix assistants, Fowler was responsible tor much of the design of London’s
Custom Touse, which was completed m [817. Atter that, in IS8, he established
bis vavn practice i Red Lion Syeare, soon moving o work from Bresh offices in
Cireat Crrmond Steet, By the ened of the 18308 he was well established at the
prestizious address of 1 Govden Sguare, Bloomisbury, This square was one of the
developments in the Gloomsbury area undertaken by Thomas Cuabitt (1788-1835)
In the mineteenth century, and Fowler's oceupation at number one demonsirates
how saceesstully e had become established in the professional cireles of his doy.
Fowler™s carly work ook place cutside his native Devon, The Courts of
Bankeuptey in Basinglall Street e (821, and a small market at Gravesend
campleted in IR22 were two ol his carly commissions, From the very fost year
af setting up practice, he Tound a patron in William Courtenay, M.P. Laer i
FEarl of Devon (s 1835), who at that time, lived at Duke Street, Westminster,
William Courtenay loaked upon the young Devonian as his arehitecturad protdad,
an assaciation that contineed untif the architeet™s retivement from active work in
[853. In E818 Courtenay commissioned Fowler to undertake extensive work at fis
Duke Street house, and it was at this tme that the plans for coach houses ar Duke
Street were drawn up.”

Diversity of building styles

Fowler's buitding styles were as diverse as the work e was commissioned to
undertake. They encompassed the classical (11g. 1), Norman {(fig. 2) Gothic (fig. 3)
and Ttabianate {fig 43, whilst building und rebuidding or adapting chueches, lodges,
hospitals, markets, a castle, o bridue and o magaiticent consecvatory.










promenade with “a handsome fountain™ i the centrec This market, in Loudon™s
opinton, .. raised My Fowler to the very first rank ofan architeet”,

Two of Fowler's better-known markets have not survived. Excter's Lower
Market, commenced in 1835, was lost as o result of encmy action in 1942, whilst
hig famous Hungerford marke! (where Charing Cross station now stands) was vary
short tived. Opened i 1833, and served by a suspension bridge built by LK.
Brunel {F806-18549) to access the narket from the south bank. this devclopment
never did receive the public support that the Imposing structure deserved, amd
[R62 witnessed the sale of the site to accommodate the raitway station. However,
one of Fowler's small markets survives in Deven al Tavistock, where he built o
sinadl carn market for the Duke of Bedlord in 1833, Suceessive adaptations, which
inclidled solid fefilling between the Dorie columns during the twentieth century,
enabled this building o survive whilst serving other purposes. The Latest
adaptation has albewed tor cluss vather than solid material detween the columos,
and this bas Dettey enlumeed Fowler's original conception.

The guide book w e curdons of Svon Park states “No more magnificent
building of 1t size oud kind exists anywhere i the world than the Great
Couservatory wl Syon™ " Proot of Fowler's uniquencss in the design of this
buildimy hes i the Bict than deseph Paston (FSO1-1805 ) studied Hrwe structare when
he was preparing plans for the Crystad Patace. Commissioned in 1826 by the 3
Duke of Novthumberland (5, FRETL who wias o keen gavdencr, and in assacintion
with the Duke’s tafented garden architect, Richaed Foreest, Towler desivned a
structure 382 feet long and 60 Leet i height at she dome. which contained o
conservatory divided into pine sections. incorporating a contral tropical fiowse, an
orangery, camellin house and plants house, The architeet built in the classical styke
using wrought fvon, cast iron and made lvish ase of Bath stone, fo alb there were
KOO0 square teet of glazing, and the heating of the building required fowr miles of
piping.

The Duke's patronage included conumissioning Fowler (o clad Syon House in
Bath stone, and in the grounds to provide a riding school attached to the stables
built by James Wyatt (1746-18133. In 1831 Fowler topped Wyatt's stables with a
very clegant clock tower, and i 1839 returned to Syon Park where he undertoek a
lodsre amd todge gates.

Competitive work

Fowler's carcer was greatly enhanced through avistocratic patronage, and in
addlition to his work for the Russell and Porey tamilics, some of his successes can
also be scen on the estites of the Courtertay and Lopes familics. [n addition to this
invaluabte patronage. he entered competitions ta establish his professional career,
although two of the most iteresting did not resull in the fruition of his proposals.
In 1821, o commmttee of the House ol Commons decided against the
reconstruction of the existing Loudon Bridge, resalving that a new one should be
buitt. There were 32 competitors and Fowler was awarded the first premium of
L250 by a panel comprised of Sir John Svane, Sir Robert Smirke (1780-1867) and
John Nash (1732-1835), Bot the work was not given to Fowler, through no fault of
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his own, Many years later, in 1848, the disgusted Earl of Devon (o man not given
to mincing his words) recovnted that Fowler did not pet the work ‘because ot the
grossest jobbing of a Committee of the House tn tavour to Sir John Rennie wha
was to employ as contractors Messrs Joliffe and Banks™.” Afer Rennie’s death in
ER21, lus son completed the work.,

[t is of interest to nole that the reports to the conumittee confained the
harbourmasters requirements, which demonstrated the Jilficultics experienced
with the old London Bridge. [n detailing their opinions to the Bridue Commitee,
they stated that:

we are further of the opinion that during severe frost, the ice by mecting less
obstruction, would pass more freely and would not accumulate in such large masses as
i hitherto has, owing o the stoppage of the bridge and the navigation for craft
npwvards woukd remain much longer oper. The present construction prevents a farge
bedy of water from flowing upwards.®

It is obvious rom Fowter™s design that he bore this reguirement in mind (Fig. 5y

The bridge designed by Fowler that has stood the test of time is at Totnes,
spanning the river Dart. A narvow bridge, which was built in the reign of King
John and fater widencd, was replaced in [1826-28 by a toll bridge designed by
Fowier in the Palladian style, The builders were Oldrie and Shepherd of Plymouth,
This work must have heen one of Fowler's happicr accasions, for when the stone
was laid on the 6% April 1826 and Fowler read vut the details of the plate to be
allixed to the Toumdation stone. it was followed by a twring ol canon and a merry
anel repeated peels of hells, This noisy demonstration was fullowed i the evening
by a display of freworks, which must have been sensalionad, as the newspaper
report observed that *we reoice that no aceident oceurred to damp the general
mirth"."" Totnes bridge wos completed and opened in April 1828, Guns were fired
and the national anthem played on the completion of “so interesting o work which
reflected credit Lo all concerned”.!

The loss of the wark for London Bridge so carly in his carcer must have been
a greal disappointment o Fowler but, when the sceond occurred much later in life,
in 838 he was abremdly well established and  would  have weathered  the
disappointment. [n association with the sculpter Robert Sievier (1794-1803),
Fowler entered his design for the Nelson Memorial in Trafalgar Square. The
Nelson Memarial Conumittee, which included Nelson’s Captaing Hardy, Parker
and Troubridge awarded the Fowler/Sievier entry third place out of 160 entries.
Firsl place went to William Railton (1801-1877) and the sccond to the sculptor
Cdward Buoily (1788-1867). In the c¢venl, the committee decided that Railton
should indertake oll but the statue, and in further deliberations decided that the
statue should be underiaken by Baily, When reading the explanatory notes
supporting Fowler's mode] 2100t is obvious that Fowler and Sievier submitted a
design Far more grandiose than that which now stands in Trabulgar SLELIEH‘C,D






italianate design. During the same period of time, the architect rebuilt 8t Mary™s
Cofton for the Earl of Devon.

Charles Fowler built churches m London, Somersct mud in Devon, By far the
most interesting was  his design regarding St Paud’s Choreh, Honiton, The
foundation stone was laid in 1835 for a chureh built m Romanesque style capable
of containing a congregation of up to 1500 persons. including 300 free scats. The
subscribers had sittings allotted to them according to the amount of ther
subscriptions, ancd a contribution over £25 ensuced cligihility (o serve on the
committee,”

Fowler agreed to attend a meeting on 5™ March 1835 ata charge, including
expenses of travelling to and from London, of £23. On the 6" March he was
shown two proposed sites and gave his veport the following day, selecting the site
of Al Hallows Chapel and Tower as the most eligible. It is worthy of note that
Fowler did not ndulge in delaying tactics when submitting his reports. They were
compused, written and copred within 24 hours of him inspecting a site he visited.

fn order to allow entranee from the High Strect, houses that were all part of

the All Hallowes Estate required demolition. One of the tenants, Mr Dunning, was
clue to vacate his premises, but Mes Tooze, who owned her coltage, dechined the
church’s offer of 500, demandime twice that amount of mongy  a demand that
was refused. Nothing dainted, Mrs Towse msisted that the issue go betore a jury, a
tactic that won her no support, as she was awarded €495 for the sale of the house
“and no more”. She also had to pay her own costs,™

The construction of the church, buill of Mint amd Beer stone, proved to be one
of Fowler's architectural ‘nightmares’. Like lus contemporary, Brunel. Fowler was
a plonear in construction methods, mul bis behiel that von would solve the
maintenance problems created by wood might hove worked well it markets, but
was a disaster in church building. ths proposal that on nibs in the rooft would
avold rot and destruction by insects and be fire resistant resulled in monumental
problems of condensation. When the church was full ol worshippers, the rising
heat, when tn contact with cold iron, resulted in pamiul drops of water falling onte
the congregation. and the story goes that it was not unusual for members of the
cangregation to attend church with umbrellas. Fowler bad (o address the problem
af restructuring the roof at his own expense.

Social change

PBuring hig carcer, Fowler, on iwo oceasions. became involved with designing
buildings important to soctal change we the nincteenth century, The first was to
ful il the need for tuproved accommodation for the mentally il and, later, the
provision of a hospital pucpose buill Tor the cire of fever patients,

Whilst working al Powderham Castle. Fowler was  commissioned 1o
undertake what was, i hose days, ermed the Devon Counly Pauper Lunatic
Asylum at nearby Exminsier. The aint wis to house 430 patients, and it was built
on land owned partly by the Eart of Devan, Fowler's reports to the Visiting
Justices of the County of Devon Quanter Sessions have survived, revealing an
initial estimate for the work by Moessrs Harvey of £30.433,15.5, although the tinal
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cost well exceeded this, Work commenced on 30" March 1842 with (he
cornerstone laid on 27" June of that year.

Fowler had to visit several lunatic asylums “distunguished by their superior
maintgement and importance’. collecting information on the diversily ol theory
and practices in ovder that he could accommodate them in his plans.” Betore
designing the building, the architect visited the model prison just crecled m
[slington (Pentonville) to observe the benelits of centralrcd supervision over
radiating ngs_zz When it came to the erection of the ledges piers and gates.
Foawler wanted them of a *substantial construction consistent with the character of
the establishment”. ™

The problems experienced by architects in the nineteenth century before the
provision of mains access to water are well documented e Fowler’s Exminster
reponts. The original well, sunk inttially to 15 feet belaw the {evel of the turnpike
roid, contained only 20 inches of water in Ootober 1842, [nereasing problems in
September of that year required excavation to 93 feet. Fowler obscrved that the
{low of water was more fram percolation than springs. 1 was not until the well
reached a depth of 117 teet, containing 39 feet of water, fivther enhanced with a
second well, that the two wells together would reach the required 8500 gallons.

The acchiteet’s intention e Hoxd the inevior of the whole complex with
natural light and provide open fires with guards, ~ . because they are cheerful for
the inmates™™ resulted in o building with an imposing central administration
block, behind which a crescent pave ageess to the wings in order to case
supervision and to provide for an oratory for staff and patients. On his final visit
on 28" Aprit 1845 Fowler reported npon minor defects in the refractory wards,
there being a need to replace lawches with locks, with damage occurring
principally in the female wards. But, observed Fowler, “this was due to paaor
supervision of the attendonts.”™

Al the end of the twentieth century, South West Regronal Health Avthority
sold this imposing nincteenth century complex that had been so hstrumental in
improving accommackation for a disadvantaged group in society. It has recently
been  translormed  ntor spacious  apariments by MW T, Archilects  (now
Kensington Tayler, Architeets, of Exeter),

The old London Fever Hospital was founded in 1802 under the full title *The
tnstitutivn for the Care amed Prevention of Contagious Fevers”. By 1847 (he
buikling was considered inadequate and a0 certain number of architects were
invited lo submit plans for the building of a new hospital in Liverpool Road,
Islinglon ™ The Building Sub Committee gave clear details of the requirements,
maniely a hospital far 200 beds, cach ward not less than 24 beds and not more than
307" There was the need for a beer cellar of sufficient size to accommodate Four
or [1ve barrels ol beer with back entry for the drays. Further cequirements included
the proposal thal o mwechanical contrivance should be constructed by which
palients arriving in an exhausted condition may be raised front the ground floor to
the wards above - such a contrivance as is in daily use i large factories™.™ The
anticipated mortality rate required that the dead house must be capactous enough
to contain ten bodics. Talf of the dead house should be dak and cool to
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accommodate the bodics and half light and airy for autopsics.”™ Among (he several
archilects nominated were Fowler and his old friend from his days with Laing,
Bellamy. Owing to the over riding faclor of financial constraints, the appointment
of an architeet did nol go smoothly. and when one competitor's, design. by
Mocata, was favoured and adopted, there were serious doubts about his
costings.” Mocatta {1806-1882) was paid £100 for his trouble when his plans
were finally rejected in favour of Fowler’s work ™!

[t was at a meeting of the Committee of the Fever Hospital at Freemason™s
Tavern in January 1848 that the Earl of Devon, who was president of the
committee, reparted on his protégd and in the doing demonsivaicd the power of
patronage that the Barl had exerted throughout his association with the architeet,
Lord Devon reported that he had known Fowler for 30 years. According to the
Earl. Fowler had [relbuilt the louse for him in Duke Street, Westminster, “which
Brunel now oceapies’, and where Fowler coped with a very bad and rotien
foundation. Devon emphasized that Fowler kept within his estimates and had buil
the best and cheapest lanatic asylum in England in the County of Devon,  Alter
passing his opinion regivihng London Bridge (sce above), he finished by
informing the committee thal Fowler had “expended more than £20,000 for us at
Powderham Castle, most under the divection ol the Cowrt of Chancery where Tus
accounts are passed *.

Thus, Fowler's plans were adopted and the corner stone was laid on 29" fuly
1848 by the Earl. The work was guickly exceuted, ax, by July 1849, the committee
secretary had placed advertisements in four morning papars stattug that the New
Flospital was open for inspection of the public, The committee minutes of the
Landon Fever Hospital recorded the existing, desperate. sovial conditions ol the
urban poor, there being cholera, typhus and typhoid in the overcrowded hauses.
The objects of the institution that Fowler had to address were those of donintshing
the mortality of malignant fevers and to prevent the spremding of them. A report
tar the year 1851 roted that in the new building no serous illness amony nurses or
servants ol the establishment had been recorded, and “the immimity now heing
enjoyed s o be attributed o the larger space and better venulation of the new
hospital. ™ T 1852 the new building admitted 976 patients, and out of that
number 791 were dismissed as euyred. ™

Final vears

The London Fever Hospital was the last mwjor work undertaken by Fowler, His
health declined and he retved from active practice after his last commission,
which was o buld Waxchandled's Hall in (352, During bhis tong and
distinguished career. he was one ol the founders of the Institute of British
Architects, fitling the olhee of hommary seeretary for many vears and later was
appointed vice president. After his cnforeed retireinent he continued to take an
interest i professional mutters, ‘ond never relinguished the use of his pencil and
drawing board, amusing himself with working out different architectural ideas,
which occupicd his mind to the Tast™.
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Perhaps the fincst eulogy to Fowler lies in his own words, Published in 1833,
at the hetght of his career, a pamphlet written by him contained the lotlowing
waords:

The proper exeellence of architecture is that which results rom its suitableness 19 the

occasion and the beauties growing owt of the arrangement as applicd to convenience,

locality ete; and this principle. right pursued leads to originality withou (he affectation
of tovelly. ™
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It has other “virtues'. Village people would be caretul o keep their
unwelcome vallle vut ol o churchyard with yows it as the yew is poisenous o
livestock, Caltle straved commonty in the past, paticalarly fram common land,
and were rounded up and impooided in the village pounc Payhembury had its
pound of course st surviving by namwe al Pound Cattage. Forty vears ago Slade
Barton cows used o stray down the village street from Slade yard atter milking,
witil the cowman, Mr Vittles. could shoo them outo a Tiekd; and there would have
been other herds of cattle i the village in the past.

The yew has the virtue of being immortad 1o o curious wiay. After fifleen
hundred years perhaps the main wunk collapses, but the tree does not die. Instead
it sprouts from the riny of the tree near the ground and sends up shoats, amk these
will grow to a great age. This is what happened to the Payhembury vew. It now
consists of four large sprovted branches with a mond in the middle where the old
triunk collapsed. These branches must at some time have been selected w grow, o
there would have been mimy more such sprouts orginally. Some believe that the
original tree was struck by Dehtening and sphit mto four.

Some say vews provided necessary bow staves for village people to practise
their archery regularly. as they were ot one fime bound to do by law, But those
who know say that bow staves forthe English fong bow were commonly imported
from Spain. [t was their perpetual greenness and their ability to regrow. a sign of
perpetual lile and resurrection, that distinguished the yew and was appropriate in
the churchyard. They gave good shelter to the chureh from the wind and the rain,
surmmer and winter.

The Payhembury vew has a girth, in 2005, at soil level, of eirea 356 but it is
now lour trunks not onc. [t seems likely these trunks were deliberately chosen out
ol the mass of grawth that would have sprouted out of the bottom of the tree,
whoen the old trunk collapsed. Someone must have thought “let’s have four frunks’
and cut out the rest. When did this happen? When the old trunk collapse finally?
The Four stems are odd; botanists say that two carry male Howers and one carries
female lowers, and one s uncertain! This does not apparently prove that there
were ottee separade trees; that is how yews are apparently,

The Toar separate trunks are in girth at ground tevel TP, 1317, 87 107 and
12 9" respectively, perhaps not all the same age therefore, or with different
advantages ot light and exposure. The tree does not stand alone. There is another
yow close by of some age, 12777 in girth, and recently yet another has been
planted, a seedling trom the well known ancient Tandridge tree. Long may they
grow! They will outlive me and all who read this, and their children and their
childrens™ children for many generations doubtless!
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Boolk reviews

David B. Chmenl (2006) Holman’s: a family business of shiphuildors,
shipowners gad insurers from 1832, Topsham: Topsham Museum Societyy 197
pages, 81 colour and Bfw illustrations, softhack, 1SBN 8952439124, £12.00. I
purchused from the publishers please add £2.00 or postage and packaging,
This is the fascinating story of & family that was numerous but had the dent o
duvelop the expertise of its members in alinost every aspect of shipping. But by
the mid-nineteenth contury the distinetion between shipbuatlding and 1he profitable
employment of e ships when built was plam. Holman's found that the newly
born marine insurance business offered many potenticlly rewarding opportunities,
Henry Charles Holman was prominent inits development. The West of England
Marine lnsurance Association tounded in 1832 was followed in T838 by the
Iiseter Shipping Association. wud then in 1847 by the Shipowners™ Protection
Association. Twenty years faler the West of England Protection and Indennity
Association was the name given to the regrouping of the insuranee interests.
About this thne the insucance stde of Lol s moved Lo London.

After Workd Wae U the Holman Boand decicded that the econonuc climate of

the fifties was unfavourable o 511i{)ping and so disposed of their lect. With Wosld
War Two Holman's managed tonnage tor the Gritish Government including a
number of cargo ships on charter frinn the Canadian Government. But by the lale
Fifties all these minor aclivibes had been concluded. The fivm saw s future in
insuratiee of different kinds. including the development of “niche interests’, rather
than the concentration on o lew types uf risk such as maritime. Bu the abifity to
vespend fexibly to demands remains of great impaortance as is appareni from the

redeployment of offices and stafl beginning o the end of the sixtics. The avsets of

the West of England P & L Association were passed to the Luxemboury oifice.
While the main operationad office remains in London, the regional ones in
Cuxembourg, Hong Kong and at the Piracus are stlb impoctant and well placed to
cover the markets they watch.

Aedrian Beed

Tony Lethbridge (2005 Lxeter: history and pwide, Stroud: Tempus; 128
pages, 2 maps, colour and biw itlustrations, sottcover, ISBN 0-7524-3515-9,
£14.99.

It s a challenging tadk for historian to produce o history of a city. Tony

Lothbwidge™s Exeter is a soceessful work of synthesis, drawing upon a range of

well-known sources, authortative and popular, for example: Hoskins, Newton,
Thonus, Harvey, Orme. Gray, Barber and Warrall, The author states that it 1s not
his intention to accive al an academic fext. rather one that will appeal o residents
and visitors. The vory readable result should accomplish this. Lethbridge is also
open about not arteapting to cover all perspectives, but instead aspects that have
fascinated him persunally. The book  shows some individuality therefore,
rellecting the author’s engagement with and enthustasm for his home city,

28

The first chapters of the ook discuss Roman, medieval, Tudor and Civil war
bxeter, These place the fortunes of the city in an effective way imto a narrative of
natrenal politics, Subscquent chapters benetit from the greater body of evidence
available to historians of the city, Two, on Georgian and Viclorian Exeter, are
accordingly broader, encompassing mote ot social and cconomic lile, and of the
built landscape.

Fhree chaplers cover the great change of the last one hundred years, notably
of the Second world war years. The book is in lhet very timely, incorporating
consideration of the current centre redevelopment. Tor some a second bz of the
city. This said Eethbridpe reflects on all that the twventicth century has brougii
with much objectivity and circumspection,

The book draws to a close with two walking tours, deseribing the two
‘elassic” eireuits ol contral Exeter: Northernhay and Southerhay. and 1o the Quay
and back. These aim to assist visitors and also residents wanling W familiarise
themselves more fully with the city™s history and heritage.

This history cnd guide is also a finely produced edition i the Tempus local
history sertes.

Audrew Jackson

Philip Photiow  (2008) Phwonrit’s forgotten war: the Grear Rebellion 1642-
[646, 1hacombe:  Avthur 1T Stockwell Ltd; 328 pages, 3 wmaps, 13
photogeaphs, burdeover, ISBN 07223 3669-1, £18.99

The English Civil War was the most devastating period in Devon's history in
terms ol human cost and material damage. Yet. as the author of this study Philip
I"hotiow points out, this tme of conllict bas often been forgotten.

Andrictie’s work in the 1960s and 705, Roberts in the 1990¢ and Stoyle's
more recent body of research bas greatly improved owr wnderstanding of the
causes il conseguences of Devon's war, while the fater's concise history is an
accessihle intraduction to the coumty™s experience. Photiow. in concentrating on
Plymouth’s protracted stand against Royalist forces, has also been successiul in
his attempt to relate the ¢ondact of the war 1o o gencral readership, a work that
may remind us of Cottow’s 1889 History of the Civil Hur in Burnstaple.

The book commences by analysing the build up w war both {ocally and
nationally, and deseribes Plymouth’s strategic coastal Tocation. whiclh made
control of the port a necessity lor both fuctions. We read of the progressive
alienation of one of England’s most toyat towns, the Plymouth and Plympion
areas being the cmbarkation point for Enaland's continental adventures since the
days ol Cdward I Escalating religious contlict, the disastrous 1638 wiar with
Scotland and the Swart {ack of interest in Plymouth’™s merchants and seafarers all
contributed o this breakdown i relations between wwn and mongrch - indecd
Trevelyan saw “the ghost of Raleigh pursuing the House of Stuart to the seaflold .

Also included are the brogeaphies of the major participants, along wilh
persvnal detaiis gheaned from arms lists, account books, pension petitions. burial
records, siege tracts, diaries and lettors. These then give us (he human stories
behind the batties, sieges and skirmishes i the Southwest. They also illustrate the
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political and social aspects of conflict, and the imporimnee of ideas and ideology o
both sides causing a Plymouthian cesistance to those armed strangers” - including
the Corish and Wolsh who, as Stoyle points out. oflen spoke a different language,

The author describes the development of the town's ancient defences, well
Hiustrated by maps and illustrations and, though there s hitle now teit of the siege
with all the major euter lons having been demolished. photographs are provided
of what remains. Meanwhite, beyond the city associated sites are noted - among
them Modbury's Royalist escape route. the wonderfully named *Runaway Lane’
Icidentally. following Photiou’s theme ot a furgotten war, there is perhaps a need
for i aceessible guide o Devon™s Civil War sites along the lines of the well-
ilustrated Welsh history A Nation Under Stege’ produced by Cadw, Welsh
!ff.\'.’r’!'n‘.(.' MM RER.

‘Plymouth’s Forgotten War™ concludes with a description of the post-war
experiences ol the individuals invobved. This chapter. "The borgotten Role’,
relates the Restoration™ rewaids for vanguished Royalists and the punishments for
Parlinmentarians. Along with the fates of aristocratic and gentry adversaries, we
also have ghimpses of Jesser-known combatants, those individual expericnces that
iflustrate the true tragedivs of war - such as Michael Blove. killed i the Sabbath
Day Fght, later known as the Bafile of Freedom Fields, who Jeft a wife and twee
sinalt ehildren impoverished: and of Witlimn Callyn, a seldier in Captain Hughes
Company, who lost both eyes

The authar's research and dedication 1o this period has therefore grently
added 10 our knowledge in this fascinating wnd rewarding book, which |
recommend fo anvane interested in seventeenth century Bevon,

Koevin Divon

The Retiredt Engincers Club  Excter (2000) The spivit of cngincering:
inspiration and invention in the West Conntry, Fxcter: RECLE: 155 pages:
£3.000 For further information contact; www.scenta.co.uli/reecexeter,

A delinition of the word 'engincering' is the application of scicnce lor the controd
and use of power,. ", and one whoe practises engineering of any sort 15 generably
called "un enginger’. These that are the subjects ol the chapters of this excelient
Little hook can be classified as "engineers in the coutest of the title.

Each member of the "Retired Chartered Engineers Club® has a minimum
acadentic qualification ag & university graduate i engineering, and has gained
practical experienee by practising the specialist branch of their profession for as
much as forty or fifty years. I follows that the members are well sutled 1o prepare
a book ol short biographies on the lives of engineers during the last theee
centuries, ind this they have achicved.

Men chosen by the authers for their blographies welude those mwvolved in
mining, inventing, civil, mechanical. railway, electrical, marine and choemicad
eigineering, with allied subjects such as metallurgy, mathematics, physies, naval
architecture, clock making and computer technelogy. The subjects are conhined to
the West Country, either by birth or by mivaduction so that, apart lfrom a few
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exeeptions. natiopally well-known engineers such as Brunel, TFelford, Reginald
Milchell, Issigonis, ef gf. are ubsent,

Biographies of two computer pionecrs, both Devondans by birth, are
included. Charles Babbage (1791-187 1% born it Totnes to a Devon family, spent
much o lis fife pursuing ‘the relict of human wntelivetuat effort with machine
operations’. and, his biographer, LA, Knivett, sngeests this probably gained him
the titte of 'Tather ol the computer’,

NS, Macaulay records in o chapter on Thomas Fowler (1777-1843) that he
wis born i Torvmplon and was apprenticed to a seller of animal skins, He
devoted his mathematical ability to stuplifying complex caleulations. initialty by
reference tables and, later, developing o caleutating machine, The author records
that Fowler's machine used o temary caleulating method making 1 superior in
many respects to Babbage's machine who used o complex decimal calcalation,

Riographics of the civil engineers wriiten by Knivetl, George and La Touche,
illustrate the emergence of the profession of civil cngineering  from  the
architectural and military engineering professions. luteresting facts relading to this
professton include: G0 Bidder (1806-1878) - "The Caleulating Boy' - being
elected President of the Devonshire Association in 1869, P Margery, who lived
for many yuars i Dawlish, succeeding Brunel as Chicl Bugineer of the South
Devon Raibway, ond in 1863 divecting that the laner's viaduers of Baltic timbet
should be reploced by the present masonry structures; James Green (L 781-1549),
the fiest coumty surveyor of Deven, being remembered in many exisiing bridges
such as at Cowley, Fenny, Cadhay wnd many others. Readers will spot how
mechanical engineering gave birth to naval, marine, electrical, mining, and other
assuglated branches.

G.AL Briggs' biography of Stringlctlow  (1799-1883) is a particularly
fascinating look back at the birth of seronsutical engineering. Stringfetlow was
bom w Sheffeld in 1799 and mwoved to Chard in Somerset in 8310 e was
responsible between 1846 and 1848 for the design of w monaplane that made the
first successfub powered Highe at Chard note the awthor reminds the reader. the
Wright brothers al Kitty Hawk, North Caroling in 1903,

More recent engineers ingluded are George Churehwind, (185741933} born in
Stoke Gabriel and responsible for the design of the First ratlway engine o haut a
teain at a speed of 100 mph, the famous "The City of Trure'. Air Conuedare Siv
Frank Whiltle (19207-1996) designed the jet engme. His design was fitted 1o a 600
mph twin engined fighter, the Gloster Meteor, brought into service before the end
of the 1939 W 1945 war,

Cugineers and lay readers alike will tind this book an interesting and
cducational wark on a specialist branch ol recent history,

D LB Thomas
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Richard Whidborne (2005) Crosses and Comforis, St John's, Newfoundland;
Great Auk Baooks; xiv + 217 pages, 13 fllustrstions, softcover, ISBN
0954965507, £14.51),

This well-preduced book is a biegraphy of Sir Richard Wihithourne, a distam
ancestor of the awthor, Siv Richaed was bom, probably on (he fimily farm near
Teignmouth, in 1561 and dicd, possibly aller being shipwrecked on the coast of
Franve, in 1035, After serving an apprenticeship to o Sowthampton merchant, Sir
Richard set up in business on hig own accord and became a noted Bxmouth-basced
merchant and ship-owner. Although ke contributed to the suecess of the English
flect against the attempted Spanish invasion of 1588 and did much to counter a
possible attack on a Chuarch of England still s its infancy, Whithuure is better
known through his attempts to cstablish an English colony in Newfoundland, He
wrote of iy experiences there and his hopes that nuny would follow his example.
The prime saurce of this book is Whitbourne’s Discowrse wand Discovery of New-
Found-Land, Ryst published in 16200 Other records are not neglected and the
author draws well on primary material held in local and natonal archives. These
mclude @ manuseript draft of Whithourne's preface to the Diseonrse,  transcript
of which is presented as an appendix. Where documientation is lacking, the writer
acknowledges this and displavs T commendable resistance to the temptation Lo
embark on flights of fancy.

Sir Richurd comes across as a down-to-cath, commonscnse person whom the
writer deseribes with much affection. Unfortunately, such qualitics are associnted
often with ignorance of the way of the world, it was this that led to St Richwrd's
erosves, Despite repested pleas to the King and Privy Council, he wax never
recompensed for {osses tneurced T hug duty to his country. Nevertheless, perhaps
pricked by conscicoce, the authorities sapported the publication of bis discourse
and its circulation throughout the country, One hopes that, at last, this provided
SUIRE COMfOrt.

This book deserves to be widely read, and may restore Siv Richard
Whitbourne to his now largely forgotten place among Devon’s seafaring heroes,
Screhrye i

Jonathan Wood (2006) Bill Miller: black Labour Purty activist in Plymouth,
Mitcham: History & Social Action Publications for Labour Heritage; 20
pages, 11 illustrations, softcover, ISBN 0934894324, £3.
Jomathan Wood's bookiet about the life of Bill Milier has been published by
Labour Heritage, whose mission is (o ensure that ‘the history of ordinary people
within the Labour Party and trade wiion movement is not torgotten anel (hm
working men and women luve @ chance o study and record their own history”,
Miller was the son of a black scaman and a local Plymouth woman, and
grandson of a freed slave from Sierra Leone, Born in 1890 in Stonchouse,
Plymouth, he worked first v the building industry and then in Duevonport
dockyard. After serving in the Royad Flying Corps during the First World War
Miller returned to the dockyard and played a prominent rofe in the local branch of
the Electrical Trades Union, He had always been active in the Plymouth Labour

Party and in 1925 he was elected a Labour councillor and over the veacs served on
numerouas City Council commitiees. Unaccoumiably Plyimouth was not considere
i risk arca i the initial evacuation plans drown up by the government on the
outbreak of the Sccond World War, 50 when the bombing started Miller organised
an unolMcial evacuation of women and children from the city. Tle was arrested and
reprimmtded for his conduct but shonly afterwards the authocitics ordered tha
womant aned children should be evacnated frome Plymouth, thus vindicating
Miller's actions, Hhis work for the eity included chairing the housing committee
diring (the post-war reconstruction years, and in that capacily he helped o institute
o massive housc-building programime, which resulted in 6,832 permancnt ail
lemporary houses being butlt or rebuilt in Plymonth by Mich 1950, In 1947 he
recetved an OB and after years of service on Plymouth City Council he retired
in May 1970 and dicd o fow months later.

o his pamphlet Wood adopts a strmghtforward biographical approuch that
disviisses BilE Mitler's life in terms of the Labour Party and trade union aclivism,
which formed the basis of his conunitiment to improving the Hves of Plymouth’s
working-class conmmunities, He sees Milter as an important figuve in Plymouth's
recent history, particularly in ters of his influence on ity post-war developiment,
and his vision of the city being divided into urban villages, in which communitics
would centre round a green space, with locad shops, schools and churehes, all
within casy walking distance. In a postseript (o his account Wood outlines the
achicvements of Miller's son. Claude. a Labour activist and tocal councillor ke
his tather, who became Lord Mayor of Plymouth in June 2004,

Wood's informmtive and readable bographical sketch has an introduction by
tormer Labour MP Stin Newens, who places Miller's ife and work in a wider
mtivnal context. This can be read alongside (he short entry on Miller in Lucey
MuacKeith™s excellent bookler ~Local Black History: A beginning in Devon’
published in 2003 by the Archives and Museum of Black [leritage, which was
cstablished i the 1980¢ 1o colleet and document the history of Black people in
Britain, Bill Miller was a Devonian whoe made a considerable contribution to the
pofitical and socioscalwral life of the Svuth West, but he was also o black man
Bving in what has been viewed in the past as a mone-cthnic county, and as such he
s part of what MacKeith demonstrates is a tong history of the presence of black
peaple in Devon,

Mitzi Auchierfonic

G Woodcock (2006) Tavistock's pesterduys: cpisodes fram her history, 5,
privately published by the aathar; 96 pages, 25 illustrations, solthack, no
[SBN, £4.95,

This. the tatest edition of Tovistock s vesterdens - the Glicenth weitten by Gerry
Woodeock in twenty years - 18 well up w usual standards of interest. [ntended as
informed recrestionat reading for the people of Favistock {and bevond) who. as a
result of the series must be amongst the best educated about their towns history as
any in Devon. The pages do not carey foototest however, sources ol reference are
Histed in the Preface, together with acknowledgements,
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Devonshire creamp As a result it would pot be recogmised by people in
Switzerland as denoting *Devon’. Accarding o our office prachice geographical
pames cannot be registered as trade marks i there is a pussibility that they would
be recognised as such by Swiss consumers. Does anyone happen o know when
use of ‘Devonshive” was discontinued as the principal name of ‘Devion™? On the
Vision ol Britain website {hetp:/fwww visionofbritainorg.uk) “Devonshire’ is st
fisted as the aliernate name of ‘Devon’, making reference to F. Youngs, Local
Administrative  Units, Southern England (Royal Historical Society, London,
1979), [s there any official docwment or publication that can confirm  that
‘Devonshire’ is no fonger used olficially as the name of *Devon™. Views on this

The Courtenay Socicty

The Courtenay Soviety will be hosting a seminar on the life ot Witliam Courtenay,
ninth LEarl of Devon, on Wednesday 20" June 2007 at 2.30pm. The seminar,
entitled *The coal shed redemption’, considers the reputation ol “the notorious
third Viscount’, who died in 1835, and examines papers dated between 1823 and
1825 that were found in a shed in"Teddington, London, some 30 years ago.

The wvenue is Excwr Centralb Libvary and the cost s £10.00 {inchuding
wewfcaffee and study material). For lurther information contact Dorothy Presswell
{01626 891632y o in writing to The Courlenay Socicty, Powderham Castle,
Kenton. Bovan, EX6 RIQ.

Old Plymouth Socicty

The following speakers are scheduled © give talks to the Okd Plymauth Society

2007:

16 Feb 2007 David Keeling. ' Yelverton betore and aftee [Harrowbeer™.

Lo Mar 2007 Peter Smith, *Plymouth’s historic links with Gdynia®,

20 Apr 2007 AGM and Peter Bromley, ‘Plymouth fisheries’.

18 May 2007 No meeling

[50un 2007 Andeew Young, 'Plymouth trees’

21 Sep 2007 Peter Hall, *Plymonth Argyle from 1886 *till today”.

19 Oct 2007 Hon George Lopez, ‘Maristow House and its surrovmding area’,

16 Nov 2007 John Boulden, *History of Plympton’,

07 Dee 2007 Piers Le Cheminet, " Bay to day ruming of Devon Air Ambulance’
Meetings are nonmually held in the Spurgeon Hall, Mutley Baptist Church,

Plymouth. al 7.00 for 7.30pm starl. Entry free to members, £2.00 to non-members,

For information on events please contact the Society Secrctary, Mrs Gloria Dixon,

22 Mutley Road, Mannamead, Plymoutlh, PL3 4SB (01752 227992}

Society reports and notices

Membetship and subscriptions

The Society 18 pleased to atract the membership of local history groups that are
not yo! affiliated members, The Tiest year of membership foran affiliated sovicty is
L300, Existing affiliated soctetics are reminded 1o contact the Membershup
Seerctary whenever there is a change of comtact and correspondence address: Mr
David Thomas, 12 Topsham Read, Exeter, VX2 4RW.

Progranrme orgaaisation
The Commitlee of the Seciety 1s seeking o new Progranime Secrctary, or help
from a couple of individuals who may ke (o share the wolk associated with this
position. The main  responsibilitics of the Programme  Seeretary  are the
arganigation of the Annual Conference and AGM, and the Spring and Summer
mectings of the Society. The Committee would also weleome the help of any
afftlinted societics that are uble to host and orgoanise ong of the Secicly’s Spring or
Sumimet mectings.

Those tnerested W contributing to programme otganisation are asked to
appioach the Hon, Sceretary (01404 42002, su368 L eclipse.co,uk).

Devon History Society website
The Soctety’s website con be found at bigedwww devonhistorysogicty.org.uk.
The website gives intarmation on the following: (the contents of the current and
recent issaes of The Dovenr Historian, programmes ot forthcoming events: tinks o
useful websites: and & message board for comments, queries and answers.

2005 Devon History Book ol the Year Prize

The Bevon History Society announced the winner of the 2005 Devon Book of the
Year the recent AGM. There was o shorthist of 49 books and the award was made
oy Fry, Helen P, Jews B Nordl Devon diving the Sceond World Ware the eseape

Sy Nuzi Germenne and the establisioneat of the Pioncer Corps. Tweerton:

Flalsgrove, 2005 183pp: ill; 31em: 1ISON 1841144371

The following were highly commended: Bennet, Darvl, Shapdusd and Perrer
Ll oof Barsistapde: Arts & Crafis furnitnre, Barmnstaple: Museum of Barnstaple and
North Devon. 20030 viit, 132pp: ill; 29em; ISBN 0955031603, Cox. Peter, Tie
airts af Dareington FI0-1983. ¢ porsonal accome, with o preface by James
Cornford. Dartington: The Auathor with the assistance of the Dorothy Ehmbirst
Trost, 2005, vin, 412pp, il 2dem, ISBN 0902380220, Granl, Alison. North
Oevon potterv, Bideford: Edward Gaskell, 2005, xi, 180pp. dl; 28em; 18BN
1898546774 [lobbs, Stephen 1., St Noctan's: the giestion of o seat, Hartland:
Hartland Digitel Archive, 2003; 286pp: ill: 30cm. Holloway, Grabame, Fingf
touchdowsr: storjes of Devon aircrew and RAT bases in Sonth and East Devaa,
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Exmouth: Brevet, 2005; 224ppoill ports: 2iem; [SBN 0933901521, Mayers, Kit,
Noseth-east to Muscovy: Steven Borought and the fiest Tudar cxplorers, Thrupp:
Sutton Publishing, 2003; xiii, 24ipp. ifl.: 24em. 1ISBN 0750940697, Milton, Ruth,
Sisters against the sca: the romorkable storv of Frank Mifton, Tiverton:
Halsgrove, 2005; 152pp: il 31em: ISBN 1841144355,

2006 Devon History Dissertation Prize

The Devon history dissevtation prize originated as an idea of the former President,
Professor Nicholas Oume, and was brought into being by the Hon. Edilor, Dr
Andrew Jackson and the former Head of the Department of Histocy, University of
Excter, v Andrew Thorpe, The best dissertation by a student on a Devon theme is
proposced by the Department and endorsed by the officers of the Socicty.

The fst winner of the prize is Chatlotte Cook for her dissertation on 'The
Causes of Migration LR41-1891 - A Case Study of Ashburton’. Amongst various
concluding observations, the author writes: 'The causes of migration heclude o
complex range af range of vaciables and outcomes. The woollen industry in
Ashburton became surplus to requirements in terms ol the national cconomy amd
demand  begon 1o fall tn addition, the industrial revolution brought about
improvements 1 transport, and the coming of the railways negatively affected
Ashburton. When Ashburtan was by-passed by the line from Exeter to Phymouth
this lead o the relative extinction of Ashburton as a main thoroughfare and the
down i i assoctated tades. This recession led o a lack of demand for labour,
forcing former employees in the wool trade (o migrate. Thus, the poorest section
of the populace migrated. but as the rescavch showed. this was predominantly
within the county - short distance migrativn. Females were (ound o be the most
migratory sex within the county, but men were more likely to migrate long
distance. alone or with family... However. 10 was not unly negative effects that
caused migration [rom Ashburton. This study has {ound that long distance
migeation was posttively related to the affluence of the migrants, Such migrants
were moving primarily in response to postlive Faclors al the destination, rather
than minus lactors at the onigin... Another signilicant result of the research is the
discovery of the importance of the family in terms of migration. . Families formed
chains of migration to certain areas... Local wnd Tamity histories provide in depth
research into the complex nature ol the vauses of migration... Without tocal
histortes alternative cvalualions mto alternative conses ol migration would be
almost impossible 1o obtain® {pp. 42-3).

Report and minutcs of the 2006 Annual General Meeting

Abridged Report and Minutes of the thirty-sixth Annual General Meeting held at
the University of Excter Schaol of Education on 1dth October 2006 (NB: the
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formal Report and Minutes containing transeripts of the officers” annual reports
will be avuilable for inspection al the 2007 AGM or may be inspecied at
reasonable hours by appemtment with the Honorary Secretary). The President, Dr
Nicholus Orme, was in the Chair.

I Apologies for absence: apologies for absence were reported from Jolhn Draiscy.
Arnold Sayers, Vincent Spring, Ken Scott, Brian Greenslade, Chyistie Benskin,
Pamela Wootton, Brian Le Messurier, Judi Moss, M Makin. Derek Lackson, Clare
Chreener, Adrian Reed and Dr Todd Ciray.

2. Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting: the formal Report and Minutes of
the thirty (ifth Annual General Mecting, an abbreviated verston of which had been
printed in The Devon Historian No. 72, was approved by those present and signed
by the President,

3. Maters arising: There were no matters arising out of the Minutes,

4. Honorary Sceretary's Annual Report: The theme of the 35th conlerence of the
Devan History Society last October was family and community life. Professor
David Hey spoke on Family names and English local history and [Dr Andrew
Jackson gave a talk on Familics and community history in Devon. The Society's
council met on three oceasions over the year to discuss the Society's business
under the chairmanship of Mrs Shirley Purves, The Socicty owes huge a debt of
gratitude o Miss Elizabeth Maycock for organising the Spring and Summer
meetings and the AGM. A total of twelve books were reviewed in the 2006
editions of The Devon Uistorian, Geofl Bulley of The Devonshire Association has
undertaken (0 co-ordinate an events calendar for all of the Devon voluntary
History groups on the internet on their website wiww. devanassoc.org.uk. Devon
County Council had invited members to vote on a list of twelve nominated
"Greatest Devonians™ with a closing date of 3 November,

5. Chairman's Report: The Chairman reperied that the Spring Meeting at Modbury
was excellent despite adverse weather and thanked the Membury local history
Soctety for arranging the day. The Summer mecting was held at Chagford
followed by a visit to Whiddon Down Park. A new mitiative for the Society is the
E200 dissertation prize, which would be awarded later in the day. Mrs Purves
thanked the West Countries Studics Libravy for their assistance with the Devon
Book of the Year and Miss Elizabeth Maycock for artanging the 2087 seminar.,
She appealed for someone 10 come forward to take on the Programme Scerctary's
role. The retiring President. Professor Nicholas Onine was thanked for his iwlp
over the past three vears.

6. Honorary Treasurer's Report: The Honorary Treasurer reported that the 2006
wembership was: honorary life members 2; fife members 20; individual erdinary
members 219: Famiily ordinary members 243 {Total 206); Corporate members 26:
affibiated societies 56, Referring 1o the Financial Report:

2006 2005

Giross mnconie £5212.72 E4T728.42

Ciross expenditure £3077.74 £4477.00

Exvess of income aver expenditure £2134.98 £251.33
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