





Themas Billinger and his broadside poems

Peter Christie

This article examines a small collection of broadside poems written by one
Thomus Billinger and preserved amongst the collections of the North Devon
Athenacum.! Dating from around 1800 therc arc 15 productions  bearing
Bitlinger's name. Another l[our unsigned poems are filed with the group, but
internal evidence suggests only two of them can be atiributed to Billinger, Each is
printed on a single sided thin sheet of paper measuring between 107x4” and
F27xS™

This is not the first time the poet hag been noticed by bibliographers. J.R.
Chanter in ns Sketches of the tiferary fistorv of Barnstaple notes the following:
“Tom Billinger was for many years, in the early part of the present century, a well-
kKnown character in the town, He had a facility for seribbling poctry and lampoons
and writing songs o any persons and on any subject. and used to chant and sell
his songs and productions through the streets. He died about 181177

The name Billinger is rare {n North Devon. and reference to the parish
registers of St. Peter's in Barnstaple shows only one Billinger t‘amily,} A Thomas
Billinger married Ann Lake in February 1773, and four children are recorded
starting with John, baptised seven months after his parents married. A possible
family tree is set out below:

Thomas Billinger = Ann Lake {d. 18007}
m. 14.02.1773

John John I Ann Thomas
bt, 2291773 br. 26.12.1775 bt, 24.3.1779 b, ?
bur, 6.11.1774 bur, 17.4. 1781 d. 18007 bur, 1591777

Two Amns are recorded as being buried in 1800 - once on 6 April and another
on 4 July; they are probably mother and daughter, butl which is which is unclear.
No Thomas is buricd “about 18117, though one is recorded as being buried on 3
Aprit 1803, who could be the poet; certainly none of the extant poems post date
1801,

Two other references to the family have been located. Amongst the
Barnstaple parish records 1s a very fragile apprenticeship mdenture for Ann
Billinger dated 1793 when she was bound to one George Thorne.* The other
reference is 10 Thomas the poet. In 1806 J. Avery of Bamstaple printed *The
Dapiad” (he was also the printer of 14 of Billinger’s works).” This was described
as a ‘Mock Heroic Poem in Six Cantos”, and was written by John Randall who
was a clerk in the Barmstaple Custom House, His long production was a burlesque
on Pope’s ‘Dunciad’ and a satire on a character called *Dap’ who, according to
Chanter, was a Mr.Oram, another employce in the Barnsiaple Customs House -
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who got his nickname from his habit of carrying a large walking stick and banging
it down heavily as he walked.
In the first “Canto’ Billinger appears, being described thus:

First Biliinger — whose Frame tho” small
Deformed and Deaf; contained a soul
Aspiring, greal and wise;

“Gainst Hereulean Dap, did dare
Provoke a sangwinary War

And to the combat flies,

A tew verses later Oram denounces Billinger as “You ugly eI, and proceeds
to beat the smaller man with his walking stick — the Fight having been provoked by
an argument over the price of some sceond hand shoes Oram sold to Billinger.
From these scanty references it seems clear that Bitlinger was physically disabled
in several ways and a man whose fumily predeccased him, Tlus disability perhaps
suggests a reason why he turned to hawking poets - perhaps he could not carry
out physically demanding work?

What of the poems themselves? The 17 poems identified as being by Billinger
fall into four rough groups; those on local events (5). skits on unidentified local
events (A), those on national cvents (3 and those of a very generalised nature (3),

Two in the first group were written following the death of a local person.
Thus the *Monody On the Death of William Barbov Esq. Major Commandant of
the Fremington Volunteers® followed the passing of its subject who, according to
the Fremington parish register, was buried on 12 July [800.° Barbor was clearly of
some local note, not only acting as commaunder of his local volunteer unit but also
having served as Sheriff of Devon in 1793, In nine 4 fine verses Billinger invokes
comparisons with Alexander the Great, Hector and Caesar and at on¢ point has a
reference to Revolutionary France:

When hostile legions threaten’d Britain’s land,
And regicides infested Devon's coast;
March'd at the head ol his renowned band,

To meet his king and country’s deadly foes,

A similar poem was ‘A Tribute fo the Memory of the amiable Mys.Palmer,
Who departed this lile, July 3d 1801, Aged 24", Dated July 14 1801t is a fairly
typical Hsting of its subject’s virtues and a homily on the assuredness of an
afterlife. Mrs. Palimer must have been a particular beauty or of some standing in
the community if Bitlinger was to have sold many ot these.

Another local oceurrence was celebrated in a piece entitled “An Address to
the Hampshire Regiment of Militia, Now Quartered in Barnstaple.” During the
Revolutionary and Napoeleonic wars the militia regiments did home duty freeing
up regular troops for fighting overseas, and many such regiments were stationed
away from their homes. Billinger clearly knew his progpective market to judge
from lines such as:




While Iampshire’s valiant and iBustrious band
A hright examprle set for all the land;

Their noble acts have gain'd immortal fame
And Future ages wall record theiy name.

The parish register ot St. Peter’s, Bacnstaple records three marriages botween
focat girts and members of 1he *North Jants Militia® in June 1200, which pusints to
when this piece was printed.

The last poem vecording o Jocal event is also wndated. s tide is sell

explanslory ‘On the Establishiment of u Publick Kitchen In Bamstaple, for
Supplying the Poor with Soup.” [t beging:

Hail Bamstaple! The bless'd abode
Where Charity her suils have spremd,
To sheler From the scowrging rod
Of Lo, and the want of read.

Presumably Billinger was hoping to sell copies to those Rinding the kitchen
who wishied to have a lasting record of their charity. Other than these it is hard to
envisage who might wish 1o be reinded of the poverty then existing and which is
sa clearly identified tn Bullinger™s verses,

Anathier poem in this “local™ proup records *. . the safe Return of (hat gatlint
British HERQO, Sir Ldward Pellew’. This gentleman was a naval hero ot the
Napolconic Wars who suceessfully stoud as MUP. for Bamstaple in 1802, thus
muaking the poem the latest in the Athenzeum collection, Sadly it is o faidy
pedestrian effort as just one verse shows:

Yo sons of Barnstaple rejoice,

B Tuneful secents ratse your voice;
Lt frecdom sornd the trump ol Tame.
Audall revere Sir BDWARD s pame,

Six other poems take the form of satirical *skits™ on Jocat events, The subjects
must have been well known 1o Billinger's contemporaries, but today il is
impossible to discover what he was referring to. Oue, dated 26 August 1500,
features o 'Dinlogue between A wealthy Farmer, and a Bamstaple Pubiican, On
the Conduct of the Bakers™, which bas A Woalthe farmer near ofd Baram town
coniing to mrket and trying unsuccessfully to buy some bread. When he asks the
pubiican why all the baker's shops we closed he is wld:

O dark combination 1M iell vou s broke,

And our plots kuely formed will vanish like smoak.
Sue the poor they begin o rear up their lead,

I3y the curs™d impeniaian they’ve plenty of bread;
For | stood in great hupes to deprive them ot breath,
And by raud and extortion T starve them to death,

hternal evidence dates this to lawe 1798,

The other three “skils® concern a farmer’s two unmarried doughters living
"Within «ix wmiles of Barnstaple’, the thelt of some boiled beef by a “Captain
Cryer” in Burnstaple, and a 32 line poem extolling the virtues of locally wadke
wirthernware covking pots which includes the imviguing couplet:

A neighbouring “squive has now a curicus pan.
Was made when Cromwell cal’d Britanma™s Fand,

Sadly Billinger cowld not offer much in comparison:

1*1 sho two anoient vessels when you call,
One erock. a cluumber-pot, wd that is all,

The third category of Billinger's poems are those concerting national events,
All deal with military heroes and presumably sold to the patriotic amangst the
popidation. The first in the group dates trom fate 1797, and is entitled "The
Battavians Overtlhrown, And the Bettish Tars Trivmphant™: the Battavians are the
BPuteh, and the poem celebrates the Battle of Campevdown on 7 Ociaber 1797 Hts
flavour is given by the first six lines:

Ye Brinsh hearts rejoice and sing,

That love your Couniry and your king,
Tnspite of all Batluvian art,

BIrave DUNCAN made the Mynheers snnet.,

Chorus -~ He U fight our Toes whereer they roam
Britannia cricd my Son strike home.

The secodd is *A New Song On the safe Return of Admiral Lord Nelsen, To
his native Country ™. Although wdated i begins. “Welcome innmertal Hlero of the
Nilg', which would place it sometbue after the Battle of the Nile, vecwrring on |
August 1798, The third was written on May 29 1801 1o mark the death of Sir
Ralph Abererambie, Commander-in-Chief of the British Arvy in Egypt. Billinger
compares him to Wolfe dying vn the battieheld at Quebee reckoning, in the linal
VOISE!

And tho” his mortal frame with foreign dust
fncorporates. il the great morn arise;

Then Abercrombic, numberd with the just,
Shall meet his Saviour in (he aeaire skics,

The last group consist of three ‘gencval’ poems, two of whiclh are ‘The
Beauties of Summer” and *Ode for New Year 1R007 - and are fairly anaemic. The
third. which is unsigned but was printed by J. Avery and dated 26 Much 1801, is
titled *To the Farmers RICHES and PLENTY: To the PUBLIC STARVATION’,

No place or personal names are given, but it is still a powerful denunciation of
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Thiinsniting Farmer who deliberately holds back produce in order to push the
price higher. The poee contains some striking language viz:

The helpless orphon, and the aged wo,

Owe their nukedness - hunger - all ta you,
Then on ye Farmers Jet their curse remain,
And on your oftspring fix the bloody stain,

Add this to the other anti-farmer polemics and it is clear that the poet did not like
fartmers!
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Devon extracts from ‘a fruit grower’s diary’

Anthony Greeustreet

The October 1935 aumber of The Countrvman magitzine stated 'We have the
pleasure vf publistung at a time of year when altention is particularly drawn o
orchards amd fruit the fest instalment of g frunt grower’s diacy’. So began o regular
feature in (he magazive which was to run for over sixty instalments well into the
1950s. It was written by Raymand Bush g well-known writer on harticuteure,
particularly  fruit, who had himsell been a substastial  rait wrower,” His
contributions appeared under the title A Fruit Grower's Diary” and were diawn
largely from obscrvations made in the course of his extensive horticuliure-hased
travels throughowt Britain,

Bush had many friends in Devon whom he often visited (including a retired
West African prospector who lived nine hutdred (eet ahave sea level on Brent
Moor — and who, in the 1930s, had ‘solved the servant problem by having
coloured maids'). These visits mainly resalted in remurks on the current state of
the fruit and borticulture industries; but they also produced many  wider
observations on contemporary Bfe in rural Devon between the 1930s and 19505,

When his diary began the fortunes of the Devon cider apple industry were in
decling, In September 1935 Bush noted that *The swall ¢ider manufacturers are
meeting increasing difficulty in selling thewr barrel cider which is ususlly taken by
the inns at Bs 2d. to 18 4d. a gallon. These ines are bought up by the brewers wid
cider is no fonger offered. One friend in Devon tells me that he silf has a Jarge
stock of 1933 cider unseld. in addition 1w thousands of gallons last year”. He
recorded in September 1939 that the large eron of cider apples had driven their
price down o a very low figure of £3 10s. a ton: but a year fater he noted that
{presumably as a result of war-time conditions} it had visen to a satslactory £6 25,
ad. o ton. Adter the war the deeline evidently resumed, and on 26 Qctober 1950 he
wrote ‘Devon must jettison 20,000 tons of unwanted apples, yet o Kent favmer
gives each ol 24 cows 6ibs of chopped up cull apples and pears daity. Devon ts
also g great cattle country, bat its farmers do not scem to have heard how to
change cider into milk”.

Bush was keenly mterested in new initiatives to improve the tortunes of the
cider apple industry. On 1 November [935 he visited the new offices and works
at Dartington Hall: ‘Outside their cider mill pites of coloured apples drenched in
moyning dew looked very line.” He visited Dartington again in August 1936 and
Mareh (937, and inspected the juice extract plant at the cider mill and the new
164000 gallon containers full of pure unfermented apple juice ready for bottling.
He found the wste of the juice, Rliered from the crushed truit, to be “pure apple
and one of the pleasantest drinks [ know’, Even in the difficult post-war conditions
Bush remained an enthwsiast of Devon orchards: on 17 Getober 1948 he visited ‘o
lovely fruit farm site, planted mainly to cider varieties. on the steep 400-foot



hanks of the Dart estuary wt Cornworthy, Six Hime-suiphue sprays 2 year are
neaded to controd seab. Cider finit so tended does well .

Bush also noted the fortunes of Devon's horticuliure industry. On 25 Avgust
L9306 he observed that “anemaones are abrewedy in bloom thoueh the market will
have none of them. Gladioli are unsaleable and boses of these remuin unpuacked
until empties are wanted’. Things were betier in March 1937 when he visited the
daltodil Gelds: “The variety of King Alfred was in pick and inaking good prices.
This Hower, the posthumous triumph of an Exeter grower, fowered for the first
time nine years after his death. .. The Dovon growers have struek it tueky with the
carly Faster, tor the Cornish blooms ate nealy aver, and the Lineolnshire non vet
ready . By contrast, he noted on 10 February 1939 (hat *Devon, which supplics 80
per cent ef London™s viokets has had the worst scason lor this flower for 14 vears’.
Adter the war the forties of the dustey bprroved and in March 1951 Bush wrote
“The cult of the anemone has been bailt up very rapidly since the war and now. ..
Devan hes 300 acres planted o this crop. The yield varies from one to three
thousanet bunches an acre, amd the veturn 16 the grower is about 55, 3. per dozen
bunches. You were probably asked (o pay 28, for one buncih’,

The ciary records many examples of war-time and post-war shortages of food
amd consequent price rises. On 38 June 140 he noted that wt Stoke Cabriel Lo
villagers ‘are licensed under a charter granted by King John to net salmon. At (3 a
net, and salimen at 3sa pound or over, and all the week from Monday il noon
Fruday as available time, Stoke Gabriel sheold nat do oo badly™, On 6 Qeteber
1943 “On the strength of a boyheod sequaintance, persuaded an ancient fisherman
to unpack his London consignivent and pick me out the four best Jobsters, His
prive, fresh, Aa. per pound;, London price, siote from 75,10 108 The ditference in
prices in Devon and London was often noted: onn 18 October 1947 walnuts were
O a pound in Devaen, but on |7 November “they wers selling in London at 4s,
6d.”. Post-war food austerity was also remarked on. On 26 October 1947 Bash
wrote “fna Totnes shup window a sign in large letters oitered “Devonshire Cream
sent by Post to All Parts of the Countey”. At the foot of the bill in very smuall type
was “Soor, We Hope™, In the same year Le noted that at his home, “in o milk
producing district” on the Surrey/Sussex borders, the daily miik ration was one
third of a pat per head: This is a wretched ration tor o milk-lover who regrets
boyhood days in Deven fifty years ago when a dish ol cream and 2 quart of new
milk were gladly provided for supper”.

Bush described hmsel( as @ general scavenger of any knowledwue, useful or
otherwise, which hay to do with horticutture™ hence s typical 1947 note that *On
the close-cropped ¢li'ts near Dartmouth magnificent crops of mushrooms are
tound. The fad s hewvily grazed by wbbits which are useful bringers of
mushrooms”. However, bis compments on contemporary fife ranged well owside
the horticultural ficld. Thus, in 1939 he deplored that Widecombe was already
disfigured by an “Uncle Tom Cobbley rash’. Movcaver, Lis diary cntries are
infuscd with a certsin humour: en 3 May 1951, while temporarily stranded at
Hoaiton he looked round the Art Pottery ‘which welcomss visitors. Here you may
see the unusual sighl ol six young women painting pots in complete silence”.
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Montagne Wigzell: Victorian artist and inventor

Gill Selley

Exeter School of Art

After the suceess of the 1851 Exhibition, the government decided tiat in order to
improve the design and omamentation of manufactured goods in the country there
was a nead Lor instruction in the basics ol design and drawimg. Conscgquently
schools of art were established in various citics to encourage artisans ty learn the
fundamentals of drawing, perspective and architecture. fn 1854 a school vf art was
sel up at Friaes Green o bixeter with encouragement tftom the government’s
Departinent of Art, the Society ol Arts in London and literary socicties, sl under
the watchlut eve of Sir Stafford Northeott, wiw became its First president’ A
young man of 23 wus sent down to Exeter ns its first beadmaster, on the
recovmendation of Mr Redgrave, superintendent ol ail the schools of wit in the
cotmtry, This man, rejoicing in the splendid name of Montague Wigzell, had been
trained by Mr Redgrave as an artist at Marlborough House.”

Maontague Wigzell, the son of Eustace and Ehizabeth, was born i the City of
London about 183 The Wigzell tamily were to be found mainly in London,
Surrey, Kent and Sussex. Montague™s mother was born in Pecthshire, and Atwood,
his brother, married and had 2 daughter born in Aberdeon. Another brother,
Bustaee, Hved in Greenwich. A distant relative, also called Hustuee, was a marine
engineet there ot one time, and was tater enployed by the Russian governnent at
i1s works at Ekaterinbery - he was also a partner in the tim of Pollin & Wigzedl in
Yorkshive, and an inventor of marine cyuipment.”’

Montuzue settied his mother, sister, brother Atwood, sister-in-law and two
tieces first i a house in Mount Radford and later in Friars Gireen. Atwood was
described in the 186E Excler consns as an engineer, but there is no intormation as
to whether he was actuatly working at that timme, or what other income there was
aparl rom Montague’s salury. The account books for the schoo! of art show (hat
Montague was paid a salary that varied cach year according to the number of
pupils - over his six-year restdence at the school he eamed on overnge about £173
a yeae, the sum osing from £127 in his tirst year to 190 in his last.® Throughout
his e with the schiol Sir Stafford Northeott was its president, ably supported
by o management committee that included William Kennaway (wine and spirit
merchant, whose wife and daughter were pupils). W. Spreat {the engravery, H.S.
Eflis (goldsmith and silversmith). fohn Treadwin geweller and clockmaker) as
well as more thaw 20 other Excter gentlemen and businessmen.” Charles
Wesvarbe, who fater became a nowspaper proprietor and died in debt. was the
first seerctary and a most eathusiastic supponer of the school,

Montagne Wigzell was very successiul and popular during his tenure as
headmaster, both with the prestdent and the managenment committee of the school.
whu lavished praise on him For his achicvements,” and also with the students, who
presented him with a silver inkstand and & gold peneil case for “his unremitting
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atientions to themy.” Thomas Acland. who became o student at the school,
declared that ‘a more ki, gentle and patient teacher he never met with in his
life’.* The annual soirees and displays of work by Montague™s pupils were
attended by eminent Excter eitizens. and descriptions of the exhibis and speeches
were fully reported in the newspapers. Montague’s sister Bliza was one ol the
stusdonts and won prizes in various categories of drawing,”

Wigzell’s Patent Spiral Fluted Nail Company

Montague resigned his post as headmaster in RO and was succecded by a My
Bitkmyer of the Kensington Department.’™ The Wigzell family moved to
Topsham, where Montegue rented Reka Dom House on the Strand. He and his
brother were appointed as managers and engineers for Wigzcl's Patent Sparal
Flutedd Nail Company, which was registered on 12 July 1861 with a capital of
EES,000 at £10 per share. The provisional directors were named as lohn Folleu
and John Holman of Topsham, and Heney Hooper (builder), Willivm Kennaway
{wine and spirit merchant), William Kendall, and James Carrall Wilcocks (linen
draper). all from Excter. The company sceretary was advertised as Charles
Wescombie (newspaper proprictor], but when the factory was established the
office was held by John Pateh Harison, the landloed of the Globe in Fopsham.
Montague offered the patent right in the naits and the drawings of the machines to
the company for the sum of E3,500. and a rvovalty of 6d. per cwl ol nails
manufactured. The company had sole power o grant licences For manufacturing
the nails, with one hall” of the royalties, paid by licensces, 10 bejong to the
company and the other half to Montague. it was caleslated that with the number of
machines (L use, the manufactory could make up to 50 tous of nails each week -
the annuzal profit was estimited to be about £4.000. The adventised prospectus andd
application tor shares in the company quotes several businessimen who gave
testimony o the value of the invention, ineluding four architects ol @ surveyor
from Excter, four butlders from Exewer. a railway engineer froni Dawlish, an iron
manulacturer from Southwark and two manufacturers from Greenwich, 11 would
appear.  from  these  testhnonies, that Montague and  Atwood  had  been
manufacturing the nails for o lttle while, buat had only just patented the
mvention. !

The company took out & 21-year lease, at a rent of £73 per annum, on
premises owned by John Hoiman, desceribed as *newly erceted. and consisting of
very commaodious stores and warchouses, with offices and other conveniences, a
vard and waterside premises, affording facilives for the tmportation ot ivon and
export of nails™. They also purchased two new powertul steam engines as well as
the machinery already ou the premises, wlich was adapled for the use of the
nanufactory.' This raises the question as 1o what this machinery was being ised
for before the company wok it over, Is it possible that the Wipeell brothers were
tenants of the premises and were manufacturing there before the lease? 1t is
difficult to know hew much ol the whele premises was leased (o the company,
since it seemed to include buildings, sheds and cellars on both sides of the road.
The specifications for the various types of nails, belts and spikes and the



machinery for making them were quite complex, and skilled stall would have
been required to carcy out the work. 1t is assumed (hat there would have been a
foreman 100, so possibly e was housed in another paet of the premises. There is
no record of the number of staff emploved by the company. though there is an
isolated mention of o nightwatchman, The company was wnbitious in its forecust
ol the nuibers and types of nails it could produce, but there are no records af
oulward transactions, apart ltom a consignment of sheathing noils to a fivm in
Sydney mn [862 (noted in the liguication report).” A delivery of one ton uf copper
to the firm appears in the Topsham Port Dues for 1862-3. as well as four
shipments of coal."™ Though the specifications for the inventions mention the use
of other metals - iron (noted in the prospectusy and brass, steel and copper (in a
bankruptey examination) - it is not possible to know how much woney was spent
on basic materials. No records exist of teansactions tu or from the company by rait.
The consignment of sheathing nails to Australia would have been transported
cifher by rail or ship to the port of Plymouth or Londen. There is very litle
evidence as (o whethey the business produced sufficient nails (o make a profit.

By 1864 i was apparent that the company was i difficulty, and in August g
spectal resolution was passed at an extraordinary general meeting in Topsham., 1t
was resolved that “this Company™se immediately wound up voluntacily according
to the Act and that My John Pateh Harrison be appointed Liguidator”.'™ T
liquidator’s repoct was prosented at o general mecting of the company in
Seplember 1863, and Harrison wrote 10 the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies
informing him that the sharebolders had been given a tinal account of the manner
in which the property ol the company had been disposed of, and that the Company
had been wound up.’ The shares were worthless - no one had made any money
from the venture and some had losi not inconsiderable sums.

Montague himself was declared bankrupt in 1866, and on his discharge his
houschold goods were adventised for auction af his promises at Reka Dom. At the
same tine the contents of the manufactory were auctioned it the Railway Quay:
they included 2 small steam engine, o punching machine, carpenters” benches. i
diilling Tever. large vice tools, a lathe wheel, two ship’s stoves, moulders’
paticrus, tnmen’s blocks and tools. a candic machine. a quantity of the best
composite and tallow, plaited and twisted candie wick. lot of old brass, palent cork
carpeting, o chinney cowl, two wheels, sundry ventilatars, and so forth.'” Some of
these items seem to have had no bearing on the making of spiral Auled nails; it
was simply that Montague Wigrell was a compulsive inventor and some of his
other patents were also being manufactured in Topsham. Between 1859 and 1864
he had patented nine inventions - six of them connected with nails, bolts and
spikes and the machines for making them for use in the building and shipbuilding
industrivs: These mventions were described on the patents as “an hmproved Form
of Nail or Driving Article™: “an Improvenment in the Form of lron, Steel, Brass,
Copper, and other Metallic Alloy for Making Nails, Spikes, Bolts, Screws, and
other similar Driving Acticles, both Plain and Twisted”; a Machine or Apparatus
for Twisting Ordinary Nuils and all other similar Driving Arcticles of a Paraliel or
Tapered Form, and of a Plain, Fluted, Grooved, or Indented Section throughout or
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in Part’; “lmprovements in Machinery or Apparatus to be used i Moulding amd
Casting Twisted Nails, Spiral Fluted Nails, Bolts, and Screws tor Sheathing
Vessels, Shipbuilding, Building, and other Puvposes™; and “lmprovements in the
Form of Bolts and other Fastenings Yor Shipbuilding and other Purposes™. In 1860,
together with his brother Custace, he had patented a gun battery described in the
patent as “an hnproved Form of Land Battery for Coast and ather Fortifications”
the advantages of the invention, it was claimed, were that Distly the gun wis set
an & turntable, and seeondly that the spall openings tor the gun would protect the
gunners [rom the effeet of vitle shot. {n 1862 Montague™s invention for a candle-
making machine was patented, deseribed as Clmprovements in Machinery or
Apparatus and Method to be used i the Manufacture of every Deseription of
Candles, Tapees, and other Lights™.™ The following year he patented his invention
for a double ventibutor, The Hestern Times of April 1864 deseribes it as;

a simpic and ingenions double actmg ventilator for close carnages, lecture halls,
stables ete. Uhese are being used on the Radlways, and by a great many of the leading
carringe builders el private pentlemen, who beae testimony Lo theiv efficiency. It is to
be huaped that se usetul an invention will be applicd to all our public vehicles whee
fresh iy svithout drangl is so much necded, especially in Raibway virviages in which
hetter ventilation would Jessen the fatigues of o Jong jourmey. The same ingenions
mechanist has also invented a marme ventilator for the purpose of purifying 1he air in
the cabins and forecastles of the shaps, which must prove one of the greatest conlints
amariner vun enjoy, especiully for those who trade in ot elinates.” '

Topsham Muscum owns one of these veatitators, which was made by
Montague Wigzell's Patent Ventilnor Company, presumably ot Topsham. It is a
rather rough-looking picee of {fcal-shaped zine that possibly had an attachment al
one time to wn it o a double ventitator. On hath sides of the metal is inscribed
‘WigzelF's Patent Ventilator Company’. The above hankruptey inventory shows
evidence of the candle-making machine and the ventilators,

ln 1868 the tocal newspapers announced that ‘a mecting of creditors of
Montague Wigzell, late manager of the Spiral Fluted Nail Cumpany and now
nanufacturer of the patent double acting ventilator, who was adjudged bankup
on 4% April 1866, will be hield an December 1™ Since Montague had teft Devon
that year, it is possible that these ventilators were now being mancfactured al the
Greenwich works, where, according 1o evidence in his bankruptey examination,
murongst his assets were seven ventilators - it is likely that Atwood and other
members of his fumily were engaged 1 the manufaclure oo, At Motague's
bankrupley cxamimlion the company's total deficit was shown to be £1.116 3s.
IGd.. and the assets EIXS. The auction of his furnitre and stock-in-trade had
rased £121 10s. There appeacs to have been o dispute between Wiggell and John
Patch Harrison concerning melting pots, sand, nails, brass, zine and copper, which
were held by Harrison. The machinery that was purchased by the company at £421
12, 7d., was sold for only £236. 13, One bad debt noted was the consignment of
sheathing nails sent out w0 the company in Sydney, which bad apparently
collapsed.”



Croydon School of Art

[n the censuy of IBGE for Devon, the Wigzell Tamily is recorded as living in
Exeter. but Montague was nbsent from home. In the census lor Croydon in Surrey,
which showed him to be stuying with a fiend colled Henry Dwight, he deseribes
himseif as an artist. This rend had @ young sister called Enma, whom Montague
marricd in Croydon in 1877 - a danghtor was born (o them in 1880, What his
connection with Croydon was, apart from his friendship with Henry Dwight, is not
known (though his ancestors odginally came  from Sanderstead. adjoining
Croydon}; bul after his bankruptcy he returned there, this time without s
extended family in tow - thetr whereabouts are unknown, In 1868 he was
instrmental i setting up a school of art in Croydon, and was appointed its first
headmaster.” [is inventions continued, and whilst there he patented special
mproved School of Art Drawing Boards®™ that were shown in the *International
Gxhibition of 18737 Here too he was highly praised by the manggeIment
conunittee of the schood in its annual report of 1869:

the hearty thanks of afl who are interested in the School are due o Mr Montagoe
Wigzeil, the Lead Master, 1o whose abilities and untiring zeal the credit of 1hosu
results must e maindy atteibuted. By such qualities, combined with much (et ol
Kindness, be has ablained a popubarity amongst his pupits which augurs well for the
future of the Schoot,'™

Whether he spenl the vest of his days teaching in Croydon is not recorded, but
e ended his life in Sussex, dving in 1894 at the age of 63,

Supporters of Montague Wigzell and his inventions
How didd Montague Wigeell manage (v persuide so many coinent citizens of
Exeter and Topsham to risk money i s venlure? The company papers Hst 35
sharcholders, ten of them from Topsham, 33 from Excter, seven from ather parts
of Devon and five from outside the county. The largest sharcholder, with 250
shares, was Hdward Burton Penny from Topsham, who appears to have persuaded
five of his refatives to invest. It s nobcesble that the sharchalders were
prolessional men, merchants or businessmen - o shives were bought by the
landed gentry™ There are some links behween the origial directors,  the
sharcholders and Montague, including comicetions with the school of arl,
freemasonry and nonconformity: but the most probable explanation for the support
was that Montague was a charismatic young man who won people over wilh his
charny and enthusiasm. The importance of the spiral Huted nails in shipbuilding,
the premises on the quay and the newly built tailway close at hand made Topsham
an idend place to set up the manutuctory: additionally the premises belonged to
John Holiman {one of the directars), who had let them to the company on a 21-year
Jease.™

Juhn Halman had bought the premises from Robert Davey in 1859, when they
were desenbed as Call that quay or wharl known as Renell’s or Cox’s Quay, with
[amding place, vards. shed. celtar and lolt over, extending nearly 200 feet next the
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water and 116 feet next the public toad and adjoning the premises” - the ather
premises fisted in the document appear to be what is now catled the Nail flouse.”
Richard Holman, onc of lohn’s sons, who lived in Streathanm and was desaribed as
a ship owner, inherited the premises in 1885, when they were oceupied by the
Langdale Manure Company: and held them until his death in 1898, when they
were sold to George Hurdle, a coal merchant. [Hurdle dicd n 1917, and three yvears
later his trustees sold the premises to Hugh Wilson Holman {son of Richard), who
converted them in 1921 into the house called Wixells. ™ He died in 1931 in his
residence o South Kensington, leaving the vesidue of his estote (valucd a
E30.837), after a {ew bequests, in (rust Tor the children of Lillic Plesse tfrom
Australia (wife of Amold Edmund Piesse) - a close friend who hd nursed hiny in
his latter days. Hugh's brother attempted unsuceessfully to have the will declared
invalid on the grounds of unsound mind. but this was dispuled and the terms of the
(930 will stood.™ As executor and trustee, Lillic Piesse sold Wixells in 1937 to
the Exeter City librarian, Harry Tapley-Soper, who appears to have alrcady been
fiving n the property. "

Fiward Burton Penny, the major sharcholder in the company, came to
Topsham in about 1845 and settled at Mount Howe, whete he was described as an
vnimartied retired merchant, By 1866 Lie had moved into Altamira, which he had
buidt for his own use, and where he lived with his widowed mother and two
cousing, the Misses Clomenia and Jane Sims (also shareholders), Penny was a
theosophist and translated works by carly Freneh sriters on the subject. He left his
large collection of books to the Young Men's huprovement Society Library in
Topsham and to the Royal Alber! Museumy - part of this collection is now in the
Devon Record Office and the West Country Studics Library, Edward had
evidently spent Lime in Austrabia: one ol the "Crustees of his will was an Australian
who was entrusted with mumaging ind selling his properties out there. Penny's
estate in England alone was valued at €30,000. He married some line after he had
seltled in Topsham, but as there were no children of the marriage his estate was
left. after his wife's death. to his 40 nephews and nicees and various cousing - all
ol them named in his will! A newspaper article paid tribute to hint siying that his
death *would be greatly felt by the poor of the town. to whom he was 4 muniticent
benetactor’. Penny was the originator of the ragged school in Topshaim and a
supporter of and yearly subscriber to the Volunteer Rifle Corps; he had bought a
house for the use of the White Street Free School, to which he was the principal
subscriber; in E870 he built a new hall in the centre of the town of Topsham, at the
track of whiclh was a soup kitchen where he delivered soup three times o week to
the poo additianally he was a subseriber of €1 a week 1o the Benevolent
Society.”! [tix ditticult to know why he and his family invested so much in the
natl contpany, unless it was that his business connections were in shipping.
rathwiys ar building and he could see the valuge of the mvention. The investments
hsted in his will were in Canada, New Brunswick and the Cape of Good Hope,
md raibway companics i Bombay. Bengal and France.

The long-suftering company sceretary, Johm Patch Harrison, came from a
Bamily of landlovds. Ehis grandfather Richacd (who married Eleanor Swale, whose
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tather ran the Salutation o} and Father John Swale Harrison both van the Globe
[nn in Topsham. John became secretary of the Spiral Fluted Nail Company when
it was registered in 1861, and was appointed the official liquidaior when the
company went into reccivership in 1864, presenting his finak repart in Septeniber
1863, The position had ebvieusly caused him o lot of work and worry, i thal
much of the cquipment was difficult to selt and the sale did not bring in much
movcy, There had been a robbery ot the works in which the fead guttering was
stripped from (he reol: three weeks later the company suffered another robbery.
There was also the bad debt trom the consigiinent of sheathing nails sent to the
Sydney firm that had gone into receivership. Wigzell himseil had brought an
agtion against the cumpany’s trustees lor breach ol contract and clamed £1,000 -
a eross-action was broaght against him w tur. and a ot of time and trouble was
caused as the case had w be held at the Court of Exchequer in London. The mauer
was eventually settled out of cowrt and Wizzell was paid o smatl sum by the
compuny. but the costs of the case had to be mcet by the sharcholders. At the time
ol the tinal report there were still ttems of machinery. drvswings and patemns te be
disposed of >

Harrison combined his company seeretariab duties with his occupation nol
anly as landlord of the Globe, but also as an ofticer for the Inland Revenue,
brewer, wine and spivic merchant, mnporter of Cormish and Welsh states, coal

merchant and dealer i actificial manuee. A Few years fater he added the ofiice of

secrctury of the Topsham Gas Company (o his other duties.” In 1282 he olfered

the Globe for sule, stating that be was retiring, alier 33 years, as o consequence ot

ill health - vot surprising alter the amount of work he was undertaking ™ He and
his family moved to Oxtord Terrace in Exeler, where he died inlestate 1en vears
fater - lus personal estate at administration was declared as £143 10s.

Why did the Patent Spirad Fluted Nail Company fail? Were the tnvestors

mesmerised by Montague's enthusiasm and ideals, and were the expectations of

suceess oo high? Was the management of the warks ineflcctive or the
workimaship shodldy? 1t has been suggesied that the nails were not strong enough
for the use intended or that the workmanship was inadequate. When copper
sheathing for ships was mvented in the late eighieenth century, it was {ound that
ron naits corroded the copper, so the alternative was to make copper nails, It was
then found that these copper nails tended to fall out, so T invention of the spiral
fluted nails sould seem ta have been the answer. Howcever, another reason
suggested for the failure of Montague’s invention ts that the problem had already
heen solved by shipbuilders themselves, who twisted the nail before finally
hammering it home. Whatever the reason, the conclusion seems to be that
Montagee Wigzell was o very good teacher of drawing o painting, but a very
poor manufacturer o fnails,
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over 210 Hadf had been living with their fumilics before admission 1o the House,
seven were in domestic sorvice (mainly i fanmhbouses), one had worked in a
factory, one as a dressmuker, and one as a ‘tailoress” ™ In 1881 i1 was noted that
*Girls varying in age. of different occupations and ol none, the “Simner ol the
City™ and the falten one of the Village, the seduced and the catrapped, all help to
fill the House™. One thing that the sisters noticed many of the gitls had in comon
was that over threee quarters had lost at feast ene parent in childhood.™

Seme were Devon girls, but a substantial propovtion had come from other
parts of the country, including Berkshire, Cornwall, Edinburdl, London, Norfolk
and Wales.™ Some were initially admitted o other Houses of Merey and
transterced to Devon. Demand within the county for the opportumities atforded by
the Flouse of Mercy was such that the Committee of the House ol Mercy was able
to state in 1800 that “the number of poor givls within the County who would
willingly avail themselves of a means of escape from a lite of sie and shame 18 so
large’ that even when the permanent building had been erected ‘the aggregate
accommodanon within the County will still be alwogether inadequate o the
demand”™ [n 1881, only a tiny minority of those secking admission coukl be
accommodated, ™ 1n the same year, the [S81 census reveals details of 72 inmates.

Their ages ranged trom 16 to 28 salthough most were under 21, with almost hall

being aged 17 or {18, None had ever been nueried. 27 of the girls resident in 1881
were Devon-born, with a further nine rom Comwall, Six came from as fir away
as Scotland, one from Wales, and two Trem Manchester. The remainder had been
born in various parts of the southern countics, from Wiltshire to Suttolk, including
cleven born in London. Although bicthplaces may not ikhicate the place where the
penitent was Living immediatety before her admission o the [Touse of Merey, it
gives some indication of the range.™ It was claimed to be “one of the very best
conducted Howses of Merey in the whole of England . ™

Admission was ree for “the poor girls when, as nol anliequently [sic]
happens, they come from a distance; and worn and weary and iravel-stained,
present themselves at the door piteously crying to be taken ' Other young
women were reterred by “kind-hearted persons who take a particular interest in
their gase”, and whoe paid the vsual entrance tee of £5-10. Some women, described
s ‘u very numercus class’, were sent from “a particular Ward of Public THospitals®
{presunably that for the treatment of vencreal discase), many being referred by
(e Roval Albert Hospital. Devonporl.™ In 1866 of the ning girls then resident
who cume from ‘the great garrison and sca-port towns’ of Devon, namely the
“Three Towns®, cight had been sent by the Rayal Albert Hospital™® which
continued to be a regular source of penitents. In 1881 nine of the 72 inmates had
been born in Plymouth, and most may have been admitted by the same means;
they were aged between 16 and 19 Urgent cases were never refused
admission.” No wontn was retused admission to Devon House of Merey on the
grounds of poor health, although this was sometimes o restriction at other
institutions of the same kind.

The penitents were normally accepted for a term of two years™ A fow
women stayed longer, imd alter five years they might choose to lake religious
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vows wd remain in the House permanently as o *Magdalene’; one of the original
penitents of 1863 was still a Magdalene there when she died in 19127 They
might leave afler a shorter period at their own wish, bul the sisters refused o expel
any mmate, o matter how bad her behaviaur, In 1881 they noted: ')t is wot
thought well, neither kind nor charitable, w brand a poor gicl through HEe with the
stigma ol having been dismissed trom a Penitentiury, What hope can there be tor
siuwch an one?” In some cases. o girl not doing well at Bovey Tracey might be
transferred to one ol the other Houses of Merey connected with the Commumity. ™

Life for penitents in the Hause of Merey
In 881 discipline was described as “strict, but it is tcmpered with love’, Indeed,
the Community clatmed ‘The whole internal management is parely a work of
Love - of Eave for the Souls ol sinners springing out of and based upon a love of
Chnst’. The penitents rose daily at 6am and went o bed at Yo They spent
eleven hours o day “in work and instruction’, taking part in washing, necdlework,
cooking, house cleaning and so forth. " Although it was highly stroctuced, the
regime al Bovey Tracey appears to have been less strict than at some of the other
houses tun by the Community.™ One-to-one religious instruction was at the heart
of the redemplive work, Hach sister was allotted a cortain number of penitenls os
her special pupils.™ In 1881 there wate ten sisters at the House, including
Crermman-born Bertha Foertsch von Thynau, 31, the Sister in charge, The others
ranged in age from 29 to 45

The House of Merey took 1 laundry and  needlework  from the
neighbauthood, which were carried out by the penitents,” under the supervision
of ¢ faundry matron.™ There was also a cook and 2 miese.™ These women were
probably paid a salary. The profits helped to support the work of the House
fnancially.™ In addition, it aftorded training that it was expected would prove
usehul to the girls, as most ol those who left the House went on to respectable jobs
in domestic service.” A stmall farm was attached to the House, and provided foud,
Other financtal support devived from well-wishers from all over Devon who
regularly subscribed to the House. ™

In 1878 a cotrage was built in the grounds of the House of Merey to act as an
infirmary for sick penitents, and as a probationers™ ward for newly-amrived
applicants.™ By the 1920s this cottage was also proving uscful as a holiday home
for *old girls”, who clearly remembered the House of Mercy and their time there
with some attection.™ In 1866, when several of the carliest penitents had
completed their time at the House of Merey. all those who had left to go into
service were reportedly doing well, with the exception of one ttliterate givl, with
whom contact had been lost.™

i unfortunate that only the last admission register {19 13-1939) survives, as
1 comntinns o wealth of information about the background of the penitents: names,
ages, often the wumes and addresses ot relatives, the person or organisation Ut
had sent her, and details of her fate on departure. Because of the personal nature of
the information, and the specific nature el the House of Merey, the register is not
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Acrimony in a market town: the Revd Christopher
Clarkson, Rector of Holsworthy 1858-69

Michacel Weller

The Reverend Christopher Clarkson came to have the cure of souls ar Helsworthy
in April 1858, However, by the last week of May 1862, after more than three years
of strife with parishioners and leading to fifteen or more wentions i the Exefer
Fiving Post, the clderly cleric was finally in front of the Bishop of Excter; for the
solicitor Arscoll Cokam Lisg.” had formally brought the case of the rector’s atleged
shortcommmgs to his Lordship's attention.’

The newspuaper had more than once drawn the pubhc’s attention to “the neglect
of the...rector...in not having praperly discharged the functions of his office..." The
formal complaint alleged that the elergyman had held no service on *Ash Wednesday,
Palm Sunday, or in the Holy Week...”." o on Ascension Day, nor indeed had
there been acy celebration of Holy Communioun sinee Christmas. It scems that i
answer to this complaint the Rev@rend My Clarksun siid that he had been unwell
whilst staying at Copplestone in Holy Week, and stated that business engagements
had foreed his absence on other occasions. The bishop was not impressed by he
exenses, telling him that A ¢lergyman could have no business that would justily
hiny absenting himself from the chueh. . unless he could provide a 'substitute”. Mr
Coham then told the bishop that the parishioners would be satistied if My Clarkson
wouldl employ a curate. In Front of the bishop the rector assented to the suggestion.
Yet this promise had been given and broken more than once before.

It seerns that similar complaints were first given public voice at a parochial
meeting held in mid-Januory of 1860, as the readers of the Eveter Flying Post would
have noted on | February, when the paper potnted vt that *for some time past much
dissatisfaction has been felt at the manner in which the rector. Jhas conducted the
services of the church, and great ill-feeling hag been caused by the manner in which
Mr Clarkson has treated his parishioners™. A Further public meeting was announced,
which a handbill declared was *To take into consideralion the spiritual destitution of
the parish...and the means by which the nearly total desertion of the patish church
may be averted”. This meeting was held on 26 Lmvary. Those who gathered hieard, it
seems, that one Dr Ash® and a Mr Frank Honey hael. as a result of the previvus public
meeting, spoken with the rector on 21 Junuary, when they had infornwed him that
(e parishioners were very dissatisfied with “the manner in which he condueted the
services - his departure from the rubric, and hig omission of the sacred ordinances
of the church. and his apparent infirmitics’. After telling the rector that it he would
not appeint a curate immediately to fake the services on his behalf they would be
forced ta complain to the Bishop of Exeter, they succeeded in abtaining from him a

promise nowriling that he would appoint a curate, although when they recerved the
letter it did not say “immediately” us they had requested, but agreed to *procure ane
in the course of three months’. Furthermenre it was not clear whether Chnstopher
Clarkson intended to appotint i priest or i umpriested deacon as curate.”

The mecting of 26 Jaary further beard that this response from the rector had
ot been thought sufficient. Indeed when Me Honey wrote asking the Reverend
Mr Clarkson to gquality bis promise he reeeived what inay seen an tnderstandably
haughty repost pointing out that his *appointing a curate at ull, is entirely owing to
the carnest recommendation of Miss Jane Meyrick®, whose (ather had one’, and he
further noteds *is what | never anticipated doing until further advanced inlife, being
it robust health, amnel no incumbent in the neighbourbood at my age having onc...|
shall take care 1o appaint w highly respectable man. but | do not promise fn the
slightest degeee that he shall be o priest; most likely be will not '

After this fetter had been vead out, a Mr John Pacsons expressed the opinion ' that
more good could be got by reading the Bible at home than by going to the church, as
al present conducted (s7e’, and suggested ihat the chureh be “totally deserted ™ until
such e us a curade might be got ‘under whon it would be a pleasure to join in the
warship of God, which was not the case al present”,

Ctearly the rector had enemtes but did he really have fuults? The reverend
venlleman had been a lifelong bachelor” until marrying at the age of sixty-two
Just a few weeks after his arvival at Holsworthy, His bride was thirty-nine year
old Kathering Hooper, widow ot Major Hooper of the 66" Regiment.™ Whether
it was Katherine or her husband who. during 1839, wanted the parsonage house
rebuilt, the rectory altered and repair work carried out at the church, we cannol
know, but it had led to (he luckivss clerie being the subject ot an action ‘o recover
the sum of £3 8s. 7d.. [or work, coods supplicd, and loss of time”,” brought at
the Holsworthy County Court in the few days leading up to the first mentions in
the press of his alleged nadequacies, It seems that one of the plamtiffs, Richard
Chowen,'” a buikder, visited the parsonage house “at least fifty times” submitting
plas and estimates and thinking that the recter intended 1o have him undertake the
task, and liad cven been to the stone quanty to select the materials. Then itscems that
the rector devided that acchitect Mr Samuel Hooper of Hatherdeigh. also a plaintt
in thig sclion, was to undertake the buitding with the local man Frank Honey, who
was Baving the plumbing and glazing work. At some point the rector seems to have
abandoned the rebuilding of the parsonage and embarked on obtaining plans (o alter
the rectory, and at the same time tepeatedly having Me Hooper to examine the roof
and pillars of the parish church. Nowe of the proposed works were carried vul in
Christopher Clarkson’s incumbeney, and it can be readily understood that Messrs,
Chaowen and Hooper were rightly aggrieved. The judge M. Fortesque gave a verdict
in their favour with costs; Mr Clarkson had already admitied that e owed them
L1 8s. i, and paid it to the court. He had, however, denicd any other debt and



for the most part receipt of plans, and seems to have claimed ignarance of actually
ciiploying either of the plantiffs,

The case certainly tends (o the vicw that the “old gentleman’ was difficult ov
at best forgetful. What is immediately interesting is the Bght that the matter sheds
on subsequent events. Me Honey, whilst a witness vather than a plantift, had clearly
lost employment due to rector’s erratic nature, and this may go some way to explain
his willingness (o be one of the ringleaders in this possible conspiracy agams( the
rector?

The rector’s “enemies” had accepted his promise o obtain 2 curate within three
months, thus for a1 while the columas of the Exeter Flving Post remained silent on
the matter. [ a detler o the newspaper published on @ May 1860 a correspondent
wha signed himselfas *E. alleged 'eircumstances of a most unpleasint nature have
oceurred which demand explanation more unperatively than all that had transpired
before™" mnd went on to ask whether, given that no curate had been forthconing,
it was the recter’s intention to procure one. I he would not, the correspondent
continued, further ‘public cxposure, and appeal to the bishop” would ensuc.

The following weck the newspaper published a lengthy lettee defending the
rector signed by A3, referring To him as *a kind-hearted. atfabte. and charituble
man’, and suggesting hat the meeting held in the previous Januavy had not been
of the parishioners “but a meeting of same of the rabble of the town, and some
childyen™, " and that of twelve persons wha signed the report of the meeting that had
heen forwarded to the press “there were only six who can be catled respectable jand
four af these not on speaking terms with the rector) s the correspondent also alleged
that one had his name added without bis consent. *All the rest were unceducaled
men'.

‘Fos letter had, however, also provoked words of support from ‘An Obd
Churchman”, whose letler published in the same edition hails “E." as “doing a great
service to the lown” However, a further letter from a gentleman who had been
present al church on Sunday E3 Moy stated that “the old gentleman’s menory
seems sectously defective’, sinee he had gone to the vestry and removed his sueplice
before suddenly remembering that he had not taken the Communion service',”
which, having ventembered as he returned fo preach from the pulpit. he then kept
the worshippers waiting len minutes before he was ready o go on.

1t is perhaps not surprising (hat the Reverend Mr Clarkson should have been
a little distracted since, on the previous Wednesday, he had apparently pushed his
wife's maid down the stairs. and that “kind hearted, afable, and charitable rector (a8
Jie was now sarcasticall y deseribed in vel another letter to the newspapery' ' no doubt
Tooked farward with some lrepidation to coming up in front of the magistrate!

The case was heard on Thursday 17 May. and according to the fxeter Flying
Post published on 23 May, and from the evidence of one Mary Ann Lung (who
happened to be at the door selling chickens). it appeacs that Mrs Clarkson’s servant,
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one Ann Smale, ‘wag going upstairs with a jar. Me Clarkson pushed her violently
down, She gave a sereech. Ldid nat hear what Mr Clarkson sard (o her, but T thought
she would come to some damage. . e pushed her violently once against the wall
- the oty time dowt the statrs (s}

Mr White appearing for the defendant suid rather that his client “had merely
pushed her gently to prevent her from going upstairs and disobeying his orders’.

CGiving evidence o his own defence the untortunate elergyman stated ‘| did not
push herat all™, He then eriticised her eharacter und deseribed her as very violent! The
victint's account of the assaull suggests that the rector grabbed her by the shoulders,
pushed her down two Qights of stairs and into the kitchen. Anne stated that she did
nol actually falt down the stairs, but it looks as if she was propelivd Toveeably down
the staivs and inlo the kitchen, aller being raughly pushed against a watl,

The cause of the agsandt is clear enougir. The Reverend Mr Clarkson did oot Like
Ann Smale, lus wife’s servant, whe be was said to have struck during the argument,
The court heard that it was Mrs Clarkson who had employed the girl as a fady's
maid, and it was Mrs Chukson who always paid the girl her wages. Christopher
Clarkson had told (his servant to leave on two or three oceasions’™,'” as the giel told
the magistrates *bul mistress told me Lo stay*, On the day of the assault Mrs Clackson
had at some time between cleven and noon requested o bottie'™ of hot water (o be
brought up froim the kitchen, and presumably it was the frustration of finding the
girl s on the premises and being openly detied in lus own home that led the ceetor
to then atterpt to prevent the girl carrying out her dutics, Whatever the Facts, the
magistrates after 4 short deliberation found the rector guilty of assauit and fined
the reveremd delendant £3 plus costs. “or in default soven days imprisonment in the
House of Correction at Excter’. Not surprisingly the fine was paid,

The rector’s eeliable but ananymous friend "ACB. wrole once again in his
defence to the newspaper pointing out that the parishway astounded at the rector,” who
would not, ifhe could help in, kill a tlea”.™ being convicted. [ndeed AB. stated *The
people would not.have been more surprised if they had heard that the magistrates
had sent him to prison tor murder and highway vobbery’. The facts, A.B. conlinugd,
were that the dismissed servant had been ‘extremely insolent’ to the rector’'s clderly
maiden sisler, who also lived at the rectory, amd tha this sister had often complained
te Christopher Ctarksan about her, and that he had been advised (o turn the servant
out of the house.

Lt appears that immediately atter the assaull the servant had fimally agreed (o
leave e rectory. and had gone struightway to the White Harl Hole! where she told
Mrs Chowen the publican's wile what lad taken place. 1t was, according to A.B..
Mrs Chowen that persuaded the givl 1o take out a summons against the rector it was
ialso Mrs Chowen, “a woman who is remarkable tor her deadly batred to the rector’s
sister’. A.B. suggested. that is believed (o be at the bottom of a good deat of the
msult which, Irom time ta time, assails the rector’. AL then informed the public
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that Mr Clarkson had sow lodged an appeal against his conviction to the Cowt of
the Queen’s Beneh, ane that the public at large should suspend their judgement
until that court made its decision. He completed his wissive by condemning the
eriticist of the rector having forgotten the Communion service on 13 May as '
gross exaggeration’,

At this point the files of the Exeter Flying Post Fall silent on the subject of the
chderty clergyman until the jamming of the church bells by vandals that ocewred
in the first week of September 1862, which may have been instigated by hig
held on the vecasion of

i

enenies, A fow months earlicr, at “a sumpnious dinner
the Archdeacon’s sunual visitation, which interestingly took place at the White Hart
Hotel, *served up by Mr Chowen’, some sarcastic remarks made at the rector's
expense were veported by the paper, drawing attention s the poor state of repatr of
the parish chureh. The paper makes it clear that the archdeacon was intended (0 hear
hese comments.,

Fven the confrontation at Barnstaple the fullowing year seems o have altered
nothing at least as far as obtaining a curate was concerned. No record of Christopher
Clarkson being officially admonished can be found, and his eritics lorthwith it
seems remained silent. Indeed had the rector lailed to take baptisms, weddings and
funcrals his enemics would have had aaple evidence 1o take to the bishop, bul these
oflices for which, as cynics would point out, he recetved regular fees, he ditigently
performed. The sudden death of his wife at the age of 45 In June 1864, however,
cffectively ended all performance of his parochial dutics. Very shottty alter this
evenl Mr Clarkson did obtain a curate. Regretably no evidence survives to il us
whether or not this gentloman had been enpaged fefore Mrs Clarksen’s demise, or
if the appointment was incident upon if. No doubt sad and dispirited the rector feft
Holsworthy for Plymonth,”” where he died ol what was then the ripe old age of 73
yemrs in 1809, His last journey was (o returtt 1o Holsworthy tor his fueeral, which
was taken by the curate he had prevaricated against emploving for so tong, the
Reverend George Wright Thornton.”

Notes and references

1. This was incident upon the death of the previous incumbent, the Reverend
Roger Kingdon; died November 1857,

2. Auscott Bickford Courtenay Coham Esq. was, it seens, not only Clerk to
the Magistrates. but also to The Commissioners ol Taxes and to the Peputy
Licutenants of the County. I is gsvemed by the author that Arseott Coham was
one ol the churchwardens, which would explain his presence at the Barnstaple

Visilation. Due to the paucity of pre-1870 sources extant for the parish of

Flolsworthy, it hus regrettably not been possibie at the time of writing to verily
this fact.
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Bishop of Exeter's Visitation beld at Bamstaple was reported in the Exerer
Flving Poston 3 hune 1865,

fxeter fving Post, 3 June 1863,

Thisis T Linnington Asl, Phvsician and surgeon of Bodmin Sureet, [Holsworthy:
Kellvs Dircetory of Devon, 1806,

Interestingly the Reverend gentlenan’s predecessor, Roger Kingdon. did bave
a curate, the Reverend N. Nosworthy,

Kellys Directory, |R36; the Holsworthy entey lists ~Ule Misses Meyrick These
fadics were, it appears, the maiden davghters of o former incumbent, and would
theretore have been well known o Christopher Clarkson, Miss fune Meyrick
was later to be commemorated by a stained glass window placed in the tower
of Holsworthy church.

Exeter Fiving Post, & February 1860,

Originally frony Tynemouth (Northumberland). born cirea 1796, the Reverend
Mr Clarkson had algo served parishes in Somerset and Suffolk.

Devon Record Office Maurniuge registers/FHlolsworthy, 28 Tune 1858,

Tlhis case is reported al somw length in the Exerer Fhving Post, 25 January T8O0;
it must be stated, however, that the style is slightly obtuse in places.

Richard Chowen, publican of The White Hart Hotel Holsworthy, was also a
builder and cabinet maker; Keffis, opueit,

Exeter Fiving Pase, 9 May 1R60,

fhief., 16 May 1864),

N.B., whilst nowadays an Anglican moring service would consist ol either
[oly Communion e Moving Prayer (Matins), or perhaps a family service nol
tuken fiom the Prayer Book, in mid-Victorian churches the normal pattern of
worship might have included Tall versions from the Book of Common Praver of
Matins, Litany, Ante-Communton and, at Cheistias, Easter, Whitsun, pussibly
on Frinity Sunclay and often at Michehnus, the Communion itselll A serinon
of no small fength was also inchuded. Abbreviated forms of worship were only
introduced towards the close of the century,

foxeter Flving Posro 23 May 1860 10 a letter printed immediately below the
report of his court appearance.

The fact of Mr Clarkson having gtven the girl ‘notice to quil” was also attested
to by the rector’s sister. Margaret, who as a maiden lady may also have been
living af rectory,

We can probably infer that the word bortfe. wlsa referved to as a jor in the
evidence, meant an cavthenware hol water bottle used - as late as the 19305 - for
warnting a bed; possibly Mrs Clarkson was unwell, and thus confined to her
[ERIVI DA

Eveter Fiving Post, 23 May 1360,

fhich. 18 Tune 1862, The text is a hittle abluse.



21, DRO Bural Registers/] Tolsworthy, 23 June 1¥64

22, Hetived at 7 Hyde Park Terrace, Plymouth; John Venn, Adwani Cantubricienses,
FTI20000, 1922

23, Christopher Clarkson was buried on 23 Ociober 1869, DRO Burial Registers/

[Lolsworthy. Thornton was tu becomie the next rector and wos responsibie Tor

many bmprovements to the church.

Michacl Weller is a part-time teacher working within the field of the humanities. {lis
principal rescarch interest at present is the social history of the Chweeh of Engiand.
He is currently also working on an anthology of West Country headstone epitaphs.

Book reviews

Harrict Bridie (2005} Woody Bap, revised edn, Cavershane Finial Publishing:
ix -+ 213 pages, profusely ilustrated, soltcover, [SBN 1900467275, £9.95,

This book ix an cxpanded and updated version ol that published in Y991 by Merlin
Books. s subject is a coastal hamlet in the north Devon parish of Martinhoe.
Fortumately for the present residents and all who carg about the more unspoiled
parts of Devonshire, plags eobarked upon in the Tate mneteenth century to turn
Woody Bay o a high class haliday resort nover cane to fruition.

Although wittten ad oral histories of Woody Bay form a considerable
conponent ol the book, this is not its sole thrust, The prisne intention of the author
I8 to present a *feel” of the place and its peaple. past and present. What emerges is
a wide-ranging labour of love, Louoked at from various angles the book can be
viewed as partly a history (social and natural), pardy a guidebook, partly a
bibliograpliy, partly o condensed anthelogy of relevinn prose and poetry, and
parlly W Hiio s Whe of past and present residents and distinguished visitors, 1tis Lo
the author's credit that she blemds alt inlo a coherent whole, It is perhaps
incvitable than there will be some repetition in such a muli-faceted work, An
extreme example is heing told in consceutive paragraphs that the writer Maleolm
Elwm lived m Woody Bay for five years, This, however, 18 a minor eriticism of
what is a readable and cojoyable book. Those wishing to delve deeper wie
provided with ample references, albeit mainly sucondary sourees, and suggestions
lor wider reading. Some present day focal histortans may nd the book too
parochial and too embedded in the present. On the other huand, it s “tme eapsules’
such ox this that Tuture generations of histovians may well be wratelal for,

This book is a naticeable improvement oo the carlier version. The text has
been expanded and brought up o date, There are substantially more illustrations
and these now appear at the end of cach chapter rather than being bundled wogether
in the middle of the book, Last, but by no means feast, ao index has been added.
[ndividuaix and libraries glready posscssing the fivst edition need have no fear that
they will be wasting their money buying this onc.

S, Bhang

Jane Harevold and Richard Porter (2008) Britannia Royal Naval College 1993-
2005, a century of officer training af Davtmeontl, Dartmouth: Richard Yebb;
208 pages, numerous ilustrations, hardeover, ISBN 0953636135, £25.00,

Down to the end of the Second World War the BRNC Dartinouth had developed
as a peblic school with a RN ethos. Various pressures then lead to a caveful
examuwtion of the Navy's pereeived needs. This volume traces the changes in the
ideas of Naval education that lead in 1953 to (he abolition of entry at [3% and a
little later at 16, leaving 18 as the curliest age to start at Dartmouths. The authors
cxantine the type of education now piven and likely to be required in future, They
point oul that the College s undergoing “one ot the most fundamental changes iu
its history. Fhis time there are vo questions in parliament, co public debate, The
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armedl services are no longer held i the same regard that (hey were one hundred
or even [ttty years ago which reflecis Britain®s changing position w1y the
internationil systeay’.

While dealing separately with various aspects of life at the Collepe the
authors cover tts history beginning with living on board the Britanmio and
Hindlustan, the two old wooden battleships, that were the main accommodation
untit Sir Aston Webb’s great building was completed in 1909, In September 1942
a Germant daylight bombing raid cawsed considerable damage but fortunately the
cadets were still on holiday, Cadet trining was moved to Eoton Hall where it
remained until 1946 when Dartmouth again became available,

[nevitably Royal Visits amd the Tives of those Prinees seat to Dartmouth are
well documented. In fact the Dartmouth archives seem W have a wide range ot
College activities on record, especially photographic. that the compilers have been
able to use most effectively. They do not set out to write a history of the College
over the past bundred years bul vather 10 give the reader an idea of fife there. The
volume will be attractive 1o Tormer students - and their parents - but a sequel
repurting on the progress of the relormed educational system droven up in, say,
five years time would be of great interest.

Adrian Reed .

Bill Ransom (2005) A history of Hsington, Chichester: Phillimore; ix + 102
pages, £5 biw plates, 92 figures, softcover, [ISBN 1860773516, £9.99.

Readers of Fhe Devon Historion will alvcady  know Bill Ransem lrom his
scholarly articles in past issues of the journal on aspects of sington’s history,
particularly in relation to its manors and mining. Here he has brought together
details ol his previous research. together with much more material concerning the
parish.

Lying on the south-castern fringe of Dartioor, lsington is part moorland and
part Cig-country’, s acres include the pronent feature of Haytor Rocks
{portrayed on the book s front cover) and also land that descends in altitude from
this and other Lors to its lowest level at Drumbridges roundabout an the busy A38
road. Hsington™s prehistory dates back w the Neolithic Age, i there is recorded
history covering around 1,000 years. The parish chucch of St Michael received its
charter ¢. 1187,

Beginning his account with the parish’s pre-history. Bill Ransom lakes us
through Saxon times, the wanars, bavton and demesne lands to the origin of the
church (with its list of mcwnbents from 1255%). Terriers and tithes. charities,
cducation and administration bring the reader up to the late nincteenth century.
The gealogy and the basis it has provided for mining for tin, lead and ane, iron,
and manganese - and for the gquartying of geanite which has tound ity way to
prestigious buiklings in London and elsewhere - are considered, with, finally,
some general noting of more modem issucs.

A former governtment regearch scientist, Bitl Ransom retived to Usington in
1981, Already an established author and talented painter, he has also been a keen
Davtmoor watlker,
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His attractive book will widen the knowledge of those wanting to know
much more of this inleresting parish.
Helon Harris

Rosemary Smith (ed.) The Lympsione story, Lympstone: The Lympstone
Sociel-y: 52 pagres, numerous b/w and colour ifhustrations, softcover, ISBN
0950410225, £3.95.

This book describes itsell as "a revised and updated cdition with extra chapters
and much new matenal’. To judge it is as a loea! history would be o do it a
disservice, for this does nol convey its range. The breadth and quality of the work
is expressed most directly by some reproduction of the title of the various chapters
with their authors: “Geology' (INC Laming), ‘Geography™ (Roger Kain),
“Archacology” (Charotte Coles), “Historical Lympstone’  (Rosemary  Smith),
‘Military bistory” (lan Aungus), *The chuech” {Rosemary Smith)y, *Gulliford’
(Angela Coles), “The natural environment” {Julic Horwood}, ‘Bird tife’ (Geaft
Hackston and Mary Nightingale), ‘Fishing™ (Norman Mitchell. David Burton and
Edgar Norton), ‘Farming' (Roscimary Smith), ‘The wilway’ {Angela Coles),
‘Schoaling” (Rosemary Smith), *Secial activities’, and “The Lympstone Society’
{Rosemiry Smith),

i pay be speculated that the ordering ot this diverse content must have
presented the editor and contributors with a challenge. It is vot suggested here,
though, that the lnternal arrangement ought to have been different, but certainly
the insertion of 2 contents page would help orentate readers, and also enhance
lurther what is a rich and very highly finished production,

The work is many things: geographical survey, local history, visitor guide.
heritage record, and near-Mitleonial celebration, The production was supported by
East Devon AONB  Partnership, East Devon District Couneil’s - Grassroots
Scheme, and The Commuuity Council of Devon’s Rural Initiatives Loan Fund,
and these public initiatives should be very pleased with the end product. The
volume 1s of course also Htting testament to the work of the editor and the work
and sense of purpose ol The Lympstone Soctely.
dideew Jackson

Cregg Wall 2005) The book of South Breant, Tiverton: Halsgrove; 160 pages,
illustrated, hardeaver, ISBN 1841 14407X, £19.99,

This is another in the series aboul the villages and towns of this glovious county,
and an enormous antount of research has gone into this volume to ereate the story
of this important place on the Southern edge of Dactimoor that has been iult of
incident vver the centurics. The strength of the viver Avon has powercd mills
there: tin mining, sl guarrying, and mattress making have all contribuied w
South Brent’s economy. Soudly all these have now gone, as has South Brent’s
importance as a cailway station together with a junction for the now detunct line to
Kingsbridge. Manutacturing seems 1o be listory in many Devon setilements. The
book i3 full of photographs of eveuts. pacticularly the many  theatrical
performances given over the yeurs,














