











apprentices, I Awia of the five towns of 1902, Arnold Bennett wrote, *Mynors
belonged (o, one of those families which by virtue of numbers. varicty, and
personal [oree seem o permeate a whole districr, to be a caleunble item of it, an
cssential part of its ideatity”. They were the ones who preserved the customs of a
place. including the way in which local people spoke. Newcomers learned to adapt
10 these ways in order to become accepted. The process is observable to this day.
when you hear the children of Pakistani immigrants speak with a broad Yorkshire
aceent. The study of tamily names allows an entry point into the world of local
cannections and identity.

Notes and veferences

b This article is a much-abridged version of a lecture delivered to the Annual
Conference amd General Mecting ol the Sociely on 15 October 2005, The
various perspectives and references discussed here can be examined more
fully in Hey, 2000. Sce also ey, 2003,

2. Archer Software 2003 availoble from www archersoftware.co.uk
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Lost churches and chapels of Torquay; part 2:
Non-conformist chapels.

Lorna Smith

This article is the second and concluding part of a study of the lost churches and
chapels of Torquay. This picce turns to the fate of the non-conformist chapets.”

i was in the cighlcenth century that Edward and John Henley travelled to
Fxeter from Torre to hear John Wesley preach. In 1788 the Henleys began
preaching from a room i George Street, and then from Edward’s home in Swan
Street. John lived at Barton, and in 1802 he built a thalched chapel there - it may
have been a converled cottage, because an adjacent cottage was purchased to
atlow for expansion. This remained in use until sold m 1954, Wesley Close now
covers the site.

By 1807 the congregation had outgrown Edward’s house, and two coltages of
a row of cight in Fleet Street were acquired and converted into the *Chapel in the
Meadow’. Services continued there until 1852 when Howishing congregations
necessitated removal o a purpose built chapel in Rock Road The Chapel i the
Meaclow and the accompanying terrace of houses were demalished in F864, and
the row of shops from Roek Road to George Street were built still forming part of
Fleet Street. The site of the chapel became the premises of Peter Thomus, draper,
In the 1R8O (his was aken over by JF. Rockhey, twice Mayur of Torquay.
Rockheys became a houschold naoie, and although part of the Harrods CGraup
from the middle of (he last century. the name was unchanged until 1973 when it
was altered w Dingles. Various mergers and take-overs resulted in it becoming
pirt of the House of Fraser until closure in 1988, The premises stood empty for
two years il Burger King ook over the building in 19960,

The Rock Romd chapel soon became too small, the position being exacerbated
when Mary  Henley'™s three lundred  strong Sunday  School moved  from
Temperance Streel o the chapel; so a site was purchased in Union Street, the
Schaofroam opening in 1878 and the Chapel in 1879, The Rock Road prenmises
were sold for £2.000 and became a sanitary and hygiente steam laundry {(Fig. 1)
[n 1926 a disastrous tire gatted the Union Street church and there were thoughts of
abandoning the site. In the end the church was rebuilt and remained in use until
1974, when the congregation joined with Market Street Methodist and Belgrave
United Reformed Churches, and in 1976 moved into the new Central Chinch in
Tor Hili Road. The Union Street site was sold for £642,500 to Mothercare. The
church and schoolroom was demolished and sheps and oftices buill,

it was in the 18505 that the scct known as Primitive Methodists began
meoting in Torquay. In 1863 they purchased. for £650. the Bapust Chapel in
Temperance Strect when the Baplists moved into their new chapel, When the
congregation had raised cnough money 1t bought a lorge house at the top of
Market Street, which was demolished and the foumlation stenes of a chapel kud n
1877, When the congregation joined Union Street Methadist Chiurch in 1973 the
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The 'Great Sir Thomas' Acland and his Norwegian
namesake; part 2: Sir Thomas meets his namesake

Keith G. Orrell

Introtuction

An carlier article discussed the establishment of the Acland-Tellelsen conneetion,”
While on a sketching holiday in Norway in 1807 the tenth Baronet Sir Phomas
Dyke Acland® of Killerton House established a firm friendship with the musieian,
Johann Christign Teliefsen, in Trondheim. After receiving a portrail of Sir Thomas

Just prior to their first son being baptised, Johann Tellefsen and his wile decided 1o

christen him Thomas Dyke Acland Tellefsen in recognition of their close leelings
for Sir Thomas,” This second article describes the facc-to-face mecting ol the
tenth Bavonel and Thomas Tellefsen, the establishment of the later as an
important pignistcomposer, and the latter years of himself and his English
namesake,

Sir Thomas meets his Nerwegian namesake (1848)

The year 1848 saw the resumption of the Acland-Tellelsen comection. This was
the year of the French Revolution when o Republic was declared. In the spring of
that year Thomas Tellefsen and Frederic Cliopin, who had by now developed a
close mutual friendship, escaped from Pacis and came over o Britain; Tellefsen to
further his reputation as o prolessional pranist and Chopin o give a series ol

had preceded Chopin slightdy i their flight trom Paris. and s when Chopin
areived fon 20 April) he was able to show his anmer teacher some ot the London
seene,” Tellefsen was clearly starting to move in influental circles because on 8
June heowas invited to i soirde at the house ot Siv Robert Inglis, the Tory
pobitician who had suceceded Sie Robert Peet as MP for Oxford University, and
the Bife-long friend ofl ane tinancial adviser to, Sir Thontas Acland. 1t was at this
soiée that Thonws Tellefsen wet his namesake for the fist time. as the ollowing
fetler he wrole to his muther deseribes:
London X June F848
Pear Mother!
~ 4 have some very pleasant news tor oo §have made tie acquantanee of Thamas
Achknd and 1 the most pecubiar way, One evening | owas invited to g seirée in Sir
Rabert [nghis” honse. Fle is a very respectable man osd you always find the greatest
diplomitiv celebrities ke Lord Aberdeen”, Palmerston” and even the poor Mr Guizot®
i bis home, Sir Inglis {sic} introduced me o different people and Ffinally said: now |
would ke o present to you a man who has been ravelliog i Norway and very much
would Hke e talk 1o you. Just imargtine how surprised 1 wis!
Isaw in front of me an old, lively and handsome man by fhe e of Thamas Acland,
W immediately becomye friends and 1 oexplated to i about my pame. He then
Introduced me 1o e whole party as Thomas Acland TebBefsen! Twis such a pleasant
moment. | st wish you and dear fuber were here.
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Tetlelsen's musical output comprises 44 works all of which were published by
the Paristan firm Richauit, They wee typieally romantic in style, but with ratwr
less ornamentation than Chopin's  compositions. His  nwsic borrows quite
extensively from Norwegian lolk music but these borrowings tend to be episadic
and do not dominate the total structure ol the picces.

Pastseript two
Fallowing TeHefsen's death s music became rather neglected, but i recent years
it has experienced a strong tevival of interest, with recordings ol much of his
piano and chamber musie being now available, Very recently. recordings of his
(wo piano concertos lwve appeared ™

{n recopnition of this exceptional Acland-Tellefsen connection, an evening
concert of TeHefsen's plano music, interspersed with 2 talk about the historical
conneetion belween the twe gentlemen, was given in the Music Room at Killertan
Flouse on 5 July 2005; and a similar cvent has heen arranged in conjunction wilh
the National Trust, Sidmouth Centre, to be beld in Sidholme, Sidmouth,
November 2006,

Acknowledgements .

I have inevitably drawn heavily on Ame Acland's autboritative book ol the
Acland family, particularty chapters Fve and six. | wn most indebted to Ms. Sissel
Gutterasen, Curator of the Ringve Museum, Trondheim. tor providing me with
valuable information on he face-to-face meeling between Sir Thamas and
Thomas Tellefsen. 1 am also most grateful o lngeid Dalaker of the Institute of
Music, the Morwegian Uriversity of Science & Technology, Trondheim, for
providing important detnils of Tellefsen's life and compositions.

Notes and veferences
I, Owrell, 2005,

2. Sce Acland 1981 and Oxford Dictionery of National iography 2004, 1359,

3. Curator  of the Ringve Muscum, Trondheim, Norway, personal
communication, |2 February 2004,

4, Hedley, 1974,

5. Zaluski. 1993,

6. Lord Aberdeen {1784-1860). Scottish stalesmin and Pritne Minister.

7. Lord Palmerston (1 784-1865), English statesman and Prime Minister,

& Francois Pierce Guillaume Guizot {(1787-1874), French  historian and
shalesman. He was Prime Minister to King Lowis Philippe but was sucked
From his position just prior to the 1848 revolution, and with the King eseaped
to exite in England.

9. Sissel Guttormsen, Curator of Ringve Museumy, Trondheim, personal
communication , 16 Febroary 2004, wanslated.

10. Ingrid Loe Dalaker 2004; sleeve notes for the CD recordings of Tellefsen's
chamber music (Simax Classics, PSC E226) und piano music (Acte Préalabie,
APOOA9, APODG2 and ADPDOG4H ).

[
ied

FL, The son of lgnaz Pleyel (1757-1831), pianist and founder of the famous piane
firm. Camille ([788<1855) became a partner in 1821 and was jeined by
Fricdrich Kalkbrenner (sce Orrell. 20045) in 1824,

12. Eisler, 2003,

13, Eigeldinger, 1986, 184,

4. o a letter dated Aprit 1851 he recounts that his clientele includes '4
princesses, a duchess and countesses | cannot count!”

Vs, Dalaker, op. it

16, Sce Actand, op. cir, 72.

17, Actand, 1902, 21, Unlortunately, this statue in Northernhay Ciardens has been
vandalized (decapitated), bul the inscription is intacl.

18, See Actand, 1981, 75

19, Samson, 1996, 205,

20, Simax Classies, PSC [232.

Bibliography

Acland, A, (1981 A Devan fumihe, the sty of the Aetanels, Chichester:
Phillimore.

Acland, ALHL (ed.y (1902} Memoir and fotters af the Right Honourable S
Fheamas Dvke Acland, London; Privaicly printed.

Figeldinger, J-I. (1986) Chopin: pianist wid teadher as seen by his pupils,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Pross,

Fisler, B, (2003) Chopin's finerad, London: Abacus.

Fledley, AL (19743 Chopin, London: Dent,

Oreell, K.Go (2005 "The “Great Sir Thomas™ Acland and his Nuorwegian
namesake: Pagt 12 the establisliment of the Acland-Telletsen conncetion’, Fhe
Devon Historian, 71, 25-34.

Oxford  Dictionary of Nationdf Biograpfnye (2004), Vol 1. Oxtord: Oxflord
tniversity Press.

Samson, [, {1996) Maxter musiciuns. Chopin, Oxford: Qxford University Press,

Zaluski, 1. and Zaluski.-D. (1993} The Scostish antimn of Frederick Chopin,
Edinburgh: John Bonald.

Dr Keith Oveell s a retived Reader in Chemistry of the University of Exeter, where
his specialisms were physical chemistry and spectroscopy. He has had a lifelong
interest in classical imusic, with a particular reeent infevest in Scandinavian music.
The author can be contacted al Roscmount, 6 Cilebetands, Sidmouth, Devon.
EX 0 RUIB (01395 519820), or at korrelmuk2.net,



A Victorian obsession: William Wykes-Finch and North
Wyke

Greg Finch

The fine Tudor tomb of "Warrior Wykes™ stands against the north wall of St
Andrew’s Church in South Tawton. on the northern fringes of Dartmoor, He was a
prominent and renowned member of a fong-established local family. His tomb was
restored in 1881 by a wealthy Victorun clergyman, the Rev’d William Wykes-
Finch, a descendant of the “Warror'. He also gave the church the stained glass
window that rises above the tomb, Just to the kK& of the window is the brass wall
tablet commemaorating the Rev’d Wykes-Finch himself, who owned the ancestral
mansion of North Wyike, o few miles away across the fields. It s a comer typical
of many quict country churches up and down England. Tlowever, the life of
Williwm Wykes-Iinch was less typical of the Viclorion gentry than might seem
from a casual glance at these memaorials.'

Ble was born in the parish, in 1832, bul as the son ol o village 1athor, rather
than as the heir to an ancient courdry estate. His family had lived o the parish for
several genecations. surviving on the fringes of exislence as farm and road
tabouwrers, small farmers, and crattsmen. Many are (he references to Finch family
members in the Churchwardens” accounts - as recipients of parish relief, vather
than as members ol the Vestry dispensing church funds. For a young boy born into
such a famity in the 1830s, 11 would have been hard to imagine a life very different
to that of his immediate forbears, and such tndeed proved to be the case ftor
William’s brothers. But Witlim was lucky, bright - and driven,

To stavt with, he was lucky (hal there was a charity school in South Zeal,
decades before the advent of universal cducation, and which he was able to attend
in the 1840s. However, this in itsell cannet explain how he came to enter St Joha's
College, Cambridge, as an undergraduate in 1854 The only divect clue is a brief
unsigned note attached to a file of papers now in the Westcountry Studies Library
in Exeter written during Willlam's lifetime. This claimed that Henry Acthur
Hoare, of Oxenham, a metber of the wealthy Ioare banking Family of Landon,
“detected signs of genius” in the young William Finch, and provided the means tor
him to vemaim wy education.” There is but circumstantial evidence (o support this
clainy, but it is nonctheless suggestive. Hoare was the patron of the school at South
Zeal, and did much else for the parish. including the provision of pumped water -
still commemorated in the square outside the church. His nephew, Henry Aunslic
Floare, luter to become the fifth Barenet and take up residence ot the Stourhead
estate in Wilishire, had himsell attended St John’s College in the 18408, A private
twtor i Taunten who prepared William for entrance o St John's was a
contemporary of Henry Ainslie Hoare at St Johi's.” [t is possible that Hoare's
network 1 the county and beyond provided turther encauragement and support.
Nonctheless it must have been a daunting expericnce. Despite this William
achieved first class grades during his enrly years in Cambridge as g mathematics
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student and graduated with a good degree.” Fortune and talent go so Far; William
was clearly alse motivated to drive well beyond the boundaries of his upbringing.

The motivation wos an cbsession with his family’s history. William’'s
grandmother was Mary Wykes, said 10 have been the last of the Wykes Family of
North Wyke, and she marricd William’s grandfather Chacles Finch, a labourer, in
South Tawton in [788.7 While William was still a child. his Aunt Betty ingrained
in him a deep sense of an alleged wrong that had been done to his Wykes
ancestors nearly two centuries carlicr, foreibly depriving the family of its estate,
and reducing it to humble cireumnstances.” [t became William's lifelong passion
and ambition to “right this wrong™. by 1895, at the age of sixty-three, he achioved
bis dresm and became the owner of the North Wyke mansion and ¢stale.

This was not some fairytale legal restitution of ancient wrongs, nor did
Willkum achieve his goal by becoming a captain of Victornan industry, or through
the rewards of some high office in the Church or state. Rather, he married money.
On graduating from Cambridge be took a job teaching mathematics at Sandbach
Grammar School in Cheshire and took his Holy Orders. While at Sandbach he mel
Emily, the daughter and heiress of a wealtity focal sult mine owner, Josiah Perrin.”
Whatever the feelings Fmily and William had tor cach other, Victorian class
realitics might well have prevented marriage, but as far as we can tell Josiah was
quile content to admit William into his fomily and fortune. It is possible that
William used his Cambeldge career to cover the tracks from his humble origins. [
feel it is more likely that Josiab, a sell~made man himsclf, recognised in William a
kindred spirit.” He was ambitious, mtelligent, determined to rise above a poor
childhood. and self-confident enough to [l the role of respectable country
gentleman with great gusto. William was named as an executor of Josialy's will
not long after becoming his son-in-law, and he and Emily came into a
considerable inheritance after Jostah's death in 1869, He gave up teaching, and
was conlent with what appears to have beenr the relaxed curacy of a country parish
in Worcestershire tor the next decade or so. In familiar fashion the fruits of the
industrial age were returned ro the land. The growth of the chemical industry on
the bleak Lancashire plain around Warrington stoked the demand for Cheshire
rocksalt. Renls and profits troms the Perrin saltworks, mines and River Weaver
barges cnabled the purchase of a large country property near Kidderminster in
1884, and Willinm exchanged his remaining pad employment for civic duty as a
LP., member of the local Board of Guardiaus, County Councillar and a variety of
other good works in rural Worcestershire.'”

[t also secured the foundation from which he could “right the ancient wrong”
done to his Wykes ancestors, both through the resverces avaifuble to restore his
ancient family’s material position, and the time he could now devote to
gencalogtical research, He made his ficst public mark in South Tawton in 1881
wilh the restoration of the tomb of “Warrior” Wykes' and 1he donation of the
accompanying stained glass window. The ancient family seat of North Wyke and
15 506 acres of land came up for sale in 1895, To mark his whuaphal perchase
Wil changed his name by deed-poll to Wykes-Finch, cementing his self-
proctaimed position as the head of the ancient house.'! [t is tempting to think that
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However, they were daughters of the ancient county family of Fursden,
feow landowners in South Tawtan, Their grandlather - the Rev'd Edward
Fursden - was in the night place and pagition to have been one ol those in Hoare's
circle who could have helped William in his formative years on his way o
Cambridge. William™s plons were enshrined in a long and complicated will,
inctuding the conditions that these who inherit must add *Wyke-" w their name,
and must keep the porteaits of William ad Emily in their place of honour at North
Wyke.

Willlam died in 1920 at his cstate in Worcestershire, where, despite the
resources and attention lavished on North Wyke, he spent most ot his {ater life. Tle
and Lmily visited Devon just once o twice each vear, He is commemorated in St
Andrew’s Chureh {("The Repairer of the breach, the Restorer of paths to dwell in'),
but he 15 buried with his wife in the Perrin family plot at Davenham in Cheshire,
One wonders if he felt truly af home back in South Tawton. Perhaps the place and
the ofd faces remunded him too much of origins that he seems to have found too
awkward fo tatk of, for all his outward sclf-confidence. His public e as
magistrate and county councillor was lived halfway across England, his debt to
those who helped him on his way never clearly acknowledged.

His nephew William Roberleoutlived bim by a mere two years. With the
Narth Wyke estate and mansion at stake. his trustees, sons of old college friends,
wore thced with a number of lepal challenges and disputes to manage over the
next few years, including the cloims of a previously unseen Reginald Finch, who
presented himself as a fellow descendant of William's geandmother, Mary Wykes.
In the end though, the meticulous detail laid down by William in his will ensured
that his forceful pecsouality still held sway from the grave, As he intended, Harriet
Sneyd (rér Fursdon and saon to become Wykes-Sneyd) inherited the estate, The
wltimate irony is that within a tew years North Wyke was sold again. [n the depths
of the agricultural depression ol the late 1920s it was purchased by the tenant,
Fdwin Stanbury. He had farmed the land for over thiny years, throughout the
whole period of decay, restoration, contest and inheritance.'” It was arguably the
Stanbury famity who provuded the real stability at North Wyke, day in amd day
out, for all of William's lifclong efforts to re-establish his family’s inheritance for
his own posterity. However. one hopes that William would at least recognise that
the estate appears to have a stable (ulure today given the evident carce with which
it s managed by the staff of its current owners, the Institute of Grassland and
Eovirommental Research.

Notes and references

I, The fate Bob Barron. of Finch’s Foundry, Sticklepath, and [, fivst came across
William Wykes-Fiuch in a very remote branch of owr shared Finch family
tree many years ago. Ao carlier version of this article appeared in Fhe
Beacon, the Seuth Zeal arcu community magazine, in 2004,

Westcountry Studies Library/Family files/Finch.
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Venn  ond  Venn,  1922-54, 496, 51 Joln's  College/Biographical
Archive/lFineh Vhe Fife of Henry Avthur Hoare, Victorian benefactor, appears
ot o have been wrttten up by contempaoraries or any laler writers,

Tanner, 1917, 517.

Devon Record Office/South Tawten Parish Registers,

Wykes-Finch, 1903, 360-425 describes the events of the 1660s at length,
Venn, op. i, 496: Northwich Registration District Mariage Certificate,
March 1862,

Jostah Perrin, 1794-1869, was born in Stockport and appeared to work in the
Clieshire salt industry and the ussociated barge trade on the River Weaver for
most ol his life, building up a substantial intecest tnunnes in the Winsford
arga. e lived within sight of the wharves and mines outil the end of his ke
Cabvert, 1915 Boagshaw, Directory of Cheslire, 18500 The National
Archives/IXS1 Census returns/ 110 F07/2166/222.

Principal Registry of the Family Division, November 1860,

Venn, op cir, 4960 Wilcox, 1900, 141-2; Kellv's Divectory of Wores, 1900,
48,

The Times, 1H May 1896, North Wyke estate vecards, privately held,
Obitaary. Tremsactions of the Devanshive Association, 1949, 25.6,

‘.. it may be that | myself, in some of my carlier papers, have passed on...
other equally unfounded statements. from having been, Hike most tyros, over-
readdy 0 “accept as gospel” whatever had been given to the world in pring
{though | believe 1 have always been careful 0 add a reference to my
“authorities”™y ) Lega-Weckes, 1912, 566,

The image did not accompany Willlam's article whea it appeared in the
Transactions of the Devonshive Association in 1903, bol was nserted as a
frontispicee to his privately bound offprints, The same imuage appeared in the
picee written about Williamy in The Cable and Agricuftnral World in 1900
(Wilcox), so it is quite hikely that they took the original photograph. it
remains possible thot the published image was reproduced from Willlam's
portrait vather than a-photograph. This would probably biove been the portrais
relerred to inhis will as having been painted by Edward Fellowes-Prynne,
brother of the wrehitect responsible for the restoration of North Wyke, George
Fellowes-Prynne. 1t has not been possible to establish the whercabouts of
either an original painting or photographic unage. The author would welcome
any taformation on the portrait's sucvival and carcent ownership.

Venn, op it also 496; Perse Sclool archives, personal communication, 10
September 2003; Hha Weas Who, 1992, 891,

Al least ten nephews and nieces were still alive in 1901, wgether with at least
nine preat nephews and nieces. It is not currently known it they have any
iving descendants.

Principal Regisivy of the Family Division/Wills: 1913 (Emily), 1920, 1922
(William)y; 1922 (William Robert); 1926, 1927 (Frances Christiana, widow of
William Rebert). South Tawtan aud Dhstrict Local History group. Ethel Lega
Weekes archive, ELWGSTSY, Letter o EL-W. 23 June 1926 (a catalogue of
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the archive is available in Westeouniry Stadies Library). North Wyke estate
records, privalely held.
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Book reviews

Todd Gray 2003) Exeter vementhery the war: life on the home frons, Excler:
The Mint Pressy 337 pages, illustrations, softback, ISBN 19833564 15, £14.99,
I is said that civilisation began when families amatgamated 1o form elans, Tribes
and nations then came into being and soon set about the task of tighting cach
other. H the precursors and precipitants of warlare represent the worst of human
nature, the response 1o it often brings out the best in the innocent eivilion lell at
home. As well as being im unportant record, this book is o heart-warming account
of w eity coping with adversity, On the other band, iCimentions alse the darher
aspeets of human behaviour. Faseist parades through Exeter were not uncommon
in the years feading up to the Sceond World War, During i, the American forees
stationed around the city insisted on raciad segregation. Some thrast into positions
ol guthorily over their neighbours behaved as officious. bumptious Toels, Sonme
taok advantage of others” misfortune to indalge i looting. Fhe darkness of the
ack out” gave the crimmal an unexpected opportunity. Morake was high, but
morals took @ dip. Casual. opportunistic romances were commonplace and the
conseguenees could be harshly dealy with.

In a previous publication, reviewed w The Devon Historian 100 the author
drew on various official records. This Gme, e concentrates on accounts given hy
the mi {or 1n moest cases, woman) on the street’, Some were obtained verbeting
athers from local and nanonal archives. They range Brom hamour to tragedy. but
most are aboul getting on with life under a real threat of hardship, i not death, De
Ciray deserves respect, not onby for his assiduity, but abse for the way in which he
has pulled together various sourees 10 make a coberent and well-readable whole.
The references e well set out, und it was a pleasure to come across 2 book with
an index.

This book can be wecommended highly o all interested in Devon’s recent
story. [t should be of interest also to those concerned with social and military
history in general, 1t will probably never be read, or even naticed, by those who
could benefit most from it The voung man whoe barges into an old lady while
vacing against an Exeter Traffic Warden ta his tHlegatly parked staws symbaol will,
sadly, never realise that he owes his life-style. if not his life, to the ‘stupid old fool
who didn’t get out of my way”,

Suetri Bhanji

John Grier and Doreen Mble (2004} A bricf history of Plpmonth hospitals,
Plymouth: Okf Plymouth Society; 91 puges, 61 illustrations, softback, 1SBEN
1900457067, £6.50 plus £1 p&p (from Mrs D. Mole, (Nd Plymouth Society,
625 Budshead Rond. Plymouth PLS 4DW).

This work is the seventh of a new gerics of publications by the Old Plymuth
Socicty. and is written by s Chairman and Secretury. For those unfamiliar with
the Seclety, it is worth mentioning that previous publicalions in the present series
concern Plvinouth’s historians. the Palmersion forts, tracing Plymauth’s history
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through memorials and similar material, the Navy Victualling Department, the
city’s late medicval bounds, and the Plymouth and Stonchouse leats,

The writers deseribe torty institutions, beginning with a leper house recorded
in 1307, Nat all Tall within the modern view of o hospital; but, on the other hand,
the reviewer has no quibble with the inclusion of, for example, orphanages,
workhouses and convalescent homes. The first two incorporaled accommodation
tor the sick and the last can be seen as providing a less intensive lorm of hospital
care. After the leprosy hospital, instilutions serving o geoeral function wre
deseribed  and  then  the specialist [eilities, Within  this  classification a
chronological arder is tollowud. The space devoled varies from a single paragraph
on the Stonchouse workhouse to seven pages concerning Mount Gould Hospital,
This unevenness dertves, at feast in part, from variations in the documentation
avatlable. The account of the Lying-in Charity, for example, appears ta stem from
a single diary entry of 1801, Similarly, thot of the Royal Eye [nhrmary is limited
by the deliberate destruction v 1937 of a number of records concerning that
mstitution. The authors have made good use of the data that was available to them,
and provide a valuable contribution to a relatively neglected aspecet of local
history. n particular, they chart the gradual development from local individual
philanthropy to participation in a slale-raz system of universal care. As to placing
Plymouth within the national picture. it is noted that the Royal Naval Hospital led
Burope in s design and lay-out, and that Plymouth was planning her medern-
style “super hospital” as tong ago as 1943, but there is little eise on how Plymouth
cotnpared with the rest of the coumtry, However, as ihe authors” intention was (o
provide o bricf history, it is perhaps unfadr to make too much of this point,

The hook is well-presented, and has an attractive cover, The textis clear and
accompanied by wany black and white illustrations, mainly photographs. A
number of these are based on material in private hands. Bis nice o see this being
brought into the public domain. The out-of-wown veader intent on exploving the
sites of the various institwtions would perhaps bave liked a map, but one covering
all the places mentioned would probably be too acking i detail to be of much
vabue. The absence of a full list of references is aceeptable in o book of this leagth.
A comprehensive biblography and a list of sources are provided instead, but some
may find the latter too rudimentary. The reviewer is slowly amd reluctimtly coming
to terms with the provision of an dex beeoming apparently the exception rather
than the rule. To o cevtain extent this is compensated for in e present work by a
list of the hospitals tn order of appeavance. Despite these criticisms, the book can
be highly recommended. Althougl it gives the mpression of being intended
primarily lor the Plymouthian. it should prove of interest to all concerned with the
history ol hiow society cares for 1ty less fortunate members. The OGld Plymouth
Society deserves congratulations, and the reviewer looks forwaxl to its tfuture
publications.

Sacdvy Bhanji

d
b

Patrick Hutton (2004) 7 weuldd not he forgotten: the life amd work of Robert
Stephen Hawker, Padstow: Tabb House: 2508 pages; hardback, 15BN
1873951442, £20.00; paperback, [SBN 1873951485, £14.95,

[T, in the middle of the nineteenth century, you had spolied a strangely-attired
figure riding his pony across the border between Devon and Cornwall, the
likelihoed is that you would have recognised hint as the Reverend Robert Stephen
Hawker, vicar of Morwenstow and Welcambe: philanthropist, mystic. practical
Joker, eccentric and poet. Anyone who ever mel this larger-than-life chavagcter
must have found him unforgettable.

Now., more than a cenary after his death, he is still thr from forgotien -
Google yields 33,800 sites in response to his name; much "Haowkeriang' exists (sce
the book's itustrated section); Westeountry newspapers regudarly acknewledge his
importance to the area as a whole; Cornwall recognises him as the composer of its
unefficial pational anthem:

And have they Iixed the where and when?

And shall Treinwney die?

Here's twenty thousand Cornish nten

Woll know the reason why!

His vovsitying was only one dimension of this remarkable man, and Patrick
Hutton behicves that Tlawker has been grievousty underrated as o poet. The well-
documented life serves Tutton as a framework tor a study of the poetry. Hlawker's
symbolism draws on religion, folktore and the classics, and many of the pocms
reflect personal and Jocal events. [F the links Hutton makes between the like and
the wark are sometimes tenvous. his cnthusiasm for hiv subject is engaging, The
poctry 15 readable, i in smali doses, being very much o product of its time. s
themes arc not so much reflective as exhortative - less the “emotion recollected in
teanguillity” of Wardsworth; more the praduct of the hymner and bard. Hutton
suggests, nterestingly, that if Hawker had handbied his public relattons as
effectively as Wordsworth did, his poetry might have seen more acclam. The
book’s title 18 King Arthur's plea *1 would not he forgotten’, from Hawker's
rousing cpic The Quest of the Sungraal generally consideved to be his best poem.
Hutton sets it beside Tennyson’s contemporary Iebfls of the King, as well as
Malory’s fifleenth-contury Morte o Arthr, and indeed Hawker's verston is shown
to hold its own, [ have to admit that, laced with the opening line, *[Ho! for the
Sangraal! vamshed vase of Heaven!” 1 could vot help thinking of Moan: Prdion.
Teanyson, on the other hand, exclaimed “Hawker has beaten me on my own
ground!”

A magor fault with the editing of this book is the clumsy placing of the poems
where they interfere with novrative tlow. Often, on turning a page, | towd myself
suddenly having to search for the continuation of the sentence [ was reading.
Because extracts of the poems are already quoted liberally in the commentary,
poetic sequences frequently appear twice in close juxlaposition. What should be o
creative (ension between the life and the work becomes a distraction that
fragments the reading process. [ also wondered aboul the decigion to list the poem
titles rather ohscurely in a sub-section of the main imlex.
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Before |read the book, [ preferred Hawker the man to Hawker the poet, and |
have not changed my mind. Although some of the lore about him may be
apocryphal as Hutton shows, his exuberant philunthropy s legion. as are his
robugt humour and often sardonic wit. This is o mun who brightened dull church
services by introducing Harvest Festivals: who gave refuge to the shipwreeked;
whose notes describe reaching out and toucting angels. And just look at his
nrariages! Speaking of which, Hutton mentions in passing that of the cighteen
verses of the poem The Wreck, Hawker wrote only three, the rest being the work
of his first wite Charlotie. The guestion begs to be asked: i she wiote five-sixths
ol one of his paems, what propuortion of those ten large volumes actually came
[rom hix pen? Mwmm. Plus ca change. Perhaps the next Hawker study should he
undertaken by a student of gender Hinguistics. And who did actually wrie the
Cormish national anthem??

The woman who was to be his second wile deseribed him ag *slightly eracked
- hut a very clever old soul.” Travelling by train to London to mect her, he wore
seaboats and a fisherman’s jersey. with a red handkerchief tied around his head,
Now there’s poetry!

Frances Thompson

-

Gerald Wastey Q004) Plymonthr - a shattered city: te story of Hider's attack
on Plymoutl and its people 19391945, Tiverton: Halsgrove; 176 puges,
ilfustrations, hardback, ISBN 1841142727, £19.95,

This revised version of Gerald Wasley’s 1991 Blirz an accownt of Hitler's aerial
war over Phaonith e March 1941, ane the events that follovwed s, though as
chomsity titled, an attractively prodoced and reasonably priced book. Much in it
will be of interest o Plymouthians, not Jeast the reproduced pholographs of “then
and now’ situations.

The author’s stated intention, however, is not to provide a popular account of
the Plymouth Blitz but o contribute to the locul history ol the city. Hle praises the
unwavering courage of the inhabitants during the devastating bomnbing raids of
March and April 1941 and eriticizes government {loval and central) for neglect
and Insensitivity,

Peseribed as a pleasant place o ive in before the war, the Plymouth of this
book haud the naval base and dockyard to provide cmplovment. with rood shops
and theatres. But placed high on the Gernums® list of important mililary targets at
war's beginning, the ¢ity’s vulnerability (o afr attack increased aller the full of
France. The CGermans had the means to bomb Plymouth at any moment of their
choosing. I[dentification from the air was simple, even by night, and such
clectronic jamming devices as the British possessed could only interfere with
German bombers’ navigation svstems inland, And yet. as the author maintains,
Plymonihians felt they were living something of a charmed life vver the winter of
1940-1941; the months which classically define Britain’s “Blitz”. There were air
raids, bl cnemy air activity over the cily was sporadic. Comparcd with the
inhabitants of London, Coventry and Liverpoeol they had. thus far, got off lighily.
It was as though they were living through their own elongated phoncy war; a
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period which the avthor venders pregnant with the coming tnevitability of mass
destruction. Delences, both active and passive, were. he says. inadequate.
Gladiator  fighters  (never mentioned  without the accompanying  adjective
‘obgolete’) were few in number, as were anti-aireraft guns. Fire-hose couplings
and hydrants were not standardized and suxiliary services were below strength,
Moreover, systematic fire-watching was hampered by the number of locked cmpty
properties. Tn short, set against the certainty of a German attack, lay domestic
lethargy.

The author is also critical of central government. He finds it scandalously
incxplicable, for example, thi having been deemed an cvacuation area before the
war {that is a place from which people were to be evacuatedy Plymouth was re-
classified as ‘neutral’. Indircetly he nudges the reader towands concluding that had
Plymouth's population been thinned-out by official evacuation, the hman cost of
the March-April Blitz would have been much reduced.

This 1s very mueh the tone of the book. The conception of Plymouth as victin
is s0 strong that administeative inadequacy is spotted everywhere. The ficld of
vision 13 clear and insistent. but also narrow, Concerned unly with Plymouth, the
authar regards just about everything done officially, rom the removal of ron
ratdings to not implenenting evacuation, as though a campaign of civic tnsult was
afoot. He must know that 1t was not only Plymouthians wha lost their railings and
that in other parts of the country evacuces proved remarkably reluctant to stay
evacuated lor long. But imencumbered by any sense of breadth he blames “them”
and not “us’ for the meflectiveness of the eity’s post-Blitz evacuation programmge.
The eity council. criticized for not orgunizing the wightly trek out into the
counteyside in March, i criticized again for its efforts to assist the trekkers in
April. So it goes on,

Hud the author been less wisistent on maintainimyg thal important people in
Londou *had it in’ for Plvmoeuth his account of the destructivencss of the Blitz
would have been more measured and therefore impressive, Local historians, of
eourse, concentrate on the locality. But i writing as though Plymouth was the
only ‘shattered ity of the Second World War Geeald Wasley seils himselt and
his project short. A shightly broader approach, with just a hint of comparativism,
might have reduced the paranois quotient and touched on themes of wider interest,
Plymouth may be vnique, but the city’s wartime fate was not. In common with
other places considered strategically important, it was subjeet to bombing attacks
so heavy and sustained that defences - active and passive - were simply
averwhelmed.

Nick St

Paul White (2005) The sonth-west highway atfas for 1675, Launceston: Tamar
Baooks; 160 pages, illustvated, softback, ISBN 1899381824, £9,99,

fn this work Paul White has made available to a wider weadership  with
commentary — maps relating to Devon and Cormwall and pavts of Somerset and
Dorset which were originally produced in 1675 by cartographic publisher john
Qgilby in his Brirannia, volume the firse. The information gathered by Ogilby
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resulted from a complete recording of main highways throughout England and
Wales obtained by o team of surveyoers in a way thal had not previously been
altempled.  §t represents the fisst survey of reasonable aceuracy to be produced,
pre-dating the onc-inch mapping ol Devon - the first county to be sa treated - by
Jock Gascoyne, published in 1699 The study, which was intended as an aid
travellers, covered ‘post routes’ only, and not the network of byways, although
furnings front the main routes, with name indications, are shown,

[t was a e when the establishment of huropikes in Devon was sl well in
the future. and many ol the routes described ure of very ancient origin, They
tended to follow ridpes, with steep descents (o niver valleys, to be crossed by ford
or clapper bridge. with o sharp ascent on the other side. Some. with use, became
“holloways', with loose soil and mud being pushed to the sides. contributing to the
building up of hedgebanks, Many such routes were the fore-nimiers of modern
road systems, 10 other cases they have heen abandoned to remam as perhaps just a
minor track. or a pair of hedges across grassland. Genervally referred (o as “ways”,
rather than “roads’, the routes™ upkeep had from uedicval times been the
respensibility of landlords acress whosce land the nights had become customary. or,
in many cases, of the Chuwrch, until the duties of maintenance lell to the parishes.

Ogilby’s maps were produced in strip format, somewhat simitar, as the author
recalls, to the form in which the AA has provided rovte mionmation o enquirers in
moce recent tes. For the purposes of his modern book. Paul White has divided
these and reproduced them as adjacent sections down ¢ach page, so thut they are
casy fo [ollow, He has retained the original spellings. which the commentary
assists in de-ciphering. Where enclosed, routes ave defined by continnous double
tines, but where they pass across open country broken Hnes are used.

The text is supplemented by briet relevant extracts from Celia Fiennes”
Through England on o side-saddie, published twenty vears later, from William
Marshall’s The rural ccononne of the west of England 11796 and from the
Reverend 80 Shaw, 788, Hlustrations  include  reproductions, or  parl-
repraductions, of ald prints. and of severad decorative cirtouches, A good index is
provided.

I is evident that the aunthor derived much plessure from (racing many of the
old routes, which sometimes emerged as forgotten ad overgrown trackways.
Reading the book makes one want to reach for modern large-seale maps and to
seck out places where routes that were later divented 10 more gentle gradients, to
aceommodale wheeled vehicles, stll bear signs of straighter cowses that may now
be just lootpuths.

Helen Harris

G. Wandeack (2005) Tavistock's yesterduays: episodes from her history, 14,
privately printed by the author; 96 pages, 24 illusteations, softback, no 15BN,
£4.95.

[t was perhaps coincidental that Gerry Woodeock's latest annual publication in his
scries reached this reviewer on the same day that the newest Harry Potter book
was causing excitement in bookshops,  For, although the Woodeock work is
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reccived with less cuphoria than that of Rowling. it is nwatted and siezed eagerly
by numerous readers in Tavistock wnd beyond. o

This, his foucteenth instabment, s of outstanding interest, The author, former
Head of History and Head ol Sixth Form at Tavistock School, is also a prolitic
Tocal wriler, and he has drawn on his vast amount of acquired knowledge as well
as from turther research sources that he notes in his Preface.

OF the fifteen claplers, the first, entited 'Waool', is of particulinr interest,
giving an outhne account of Tavistock's woollen industry from the time of
Tavistock Abbey theaugh to the trade's demise in the twentieth contury. A short
picee is devoted to the wincteenth century engineer John Vaylor whao, as a young
man, made his considerable mark in the district before hecoming a national
lgure. A fascinating secount is given in "The War against the Demaon' (drink) and
of the Temperance Movenent in which Tavistock - as other places - engaged with
infensity. There s a continuaton (from carlier issues) of the writer's account of
the Tustory of Tavistock Scheol. this tume recording its development and high
reputation in Victorian timnes under the renowned headmaster the Rev, Fdward
Spencer,

Written in the auwhor's usual pleasant style, with the oceasional touch of wit,
Tovistock's yvesterdm s 14 15 bath informative and enjoyable to read.

HHolen Harrix

Book received for information

Below are books sent Lo the Sociely either for information rather than for review.,
or that inchide some local historicat content on Devon that may be of interest and
value to members, but insufficient i extent for a full review in this journal.

Philip Waters (2004) Competitive sailing  at  Appledore, 1934 o 1971,
Appedore: North Devon Museum Trust: 48 pages, illustrations, softhack,
ISBN 898546711, £3.50.

Dorian Gerhold (2003) Carriers and couchrmasters: trade and travel before the

turapikes, Chichester: Phillimore; 288 pages, iMustrations, hardback, 1SBN
1880773273, £19.99.
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Correspondence from members and other information

The Hon. Editor is pleased to receive notices concerning museums, local socicties
and evganisations, information about particular researclt projects, as well as notes,
queries and correspondence fram Society members, Such ttems can be reproduced
in The Devon Historicn, space permitting,

Old Plymouth Socicty

The following speakers e scheduled to give talks to the Old Plymouth Society in

2006

17 Mar, 2006 Mr Patrick Bowes, “Townscape Heritage Initintive - an update’

2 Apr. 2006 AGM
Mr Tony Romang, ‘A history of Hoce Fields”
Mr David Clhumberlaine, ‘A letier from Plymouth’

19 May 2006 Mr Roderick Martin, *Plymouth’s mineral water companies and
their bottles®

15 Sep. 2006 Mrs Jill Drysdale, Bodics on the beach at Wembury!

20000t 2006 Dr Todd Gray, ‘Plymouth in the early 1600s°

17 Nov. 2006 v fohn Salvatore, *The work of the Historie Bnvironment
Hlicey’

(8 Dee. 2006 Prof. Johe Widdows, “The Tamar Lstuary a  changing
enviremment’

Mectings are normaily held in the Spurgeon Hall. Mutley Baptist Chureh,
Plymouih, at 7.00 for 7.30pm stort. The Society's Hog, Scerctary is Mrs 12 Mole,
Old Plymuouth Society, 625 Budshend Road, Whitleigh, Plymouth, LS 4DW;
01752 774316).

The Lustleigh Society
Speakers scheduled to give tatks to The Lustleigh Society in 2000 inciude;
22 Mar. 2006 Mrs Sheila Phillips. The Buckfastleigh Caves”
26 Apr. 2006 Mrs Helen Haceds, "Deven’s century of change”

Unless otherwise stated mectings are normally held o the vittage hall at
7.30pmt. The Society™s Programme Sceretiey i3 Mary Marsham, Cleavelands,
Bovey Tracey, TOTI ONG: 01752 774316 mjmircmts biz).

Society reports and notices

Moembership and subscriptions

The Society 1s pleased ta attract the membership of local history groups that are
not yet aftiliated members. The first year of memburship for an affiliated society s
£5.00, Existing affiliared socicties ave reminded to contact the Hon. Treasurer,
whenever there is 2 change of contact and correspondence address: e Sad
Bhanji, 13 Eln Grove Road, Topsham, Devon, EX3 0EQ.

]
fo’r)

Programme orgonisation
The Committec of the Society is seeking a new Progeanune Secretary, or help
from a couple of individuals who may like to share the work associated with this
position. The main responsibilities of the  Progrimme Secretacy  are  the
organisatton of the Antwal Conference and AGM., and the Spring and Summer
meetings ol the Society. The Committee would also welcome the hetp ol any
atfilinted socictics that are able to host and arganise one of the Sociely's Spring or
Summer mectings.

Those interested fn contributing to progromme organisation are asked o
approach the Hon. Sceretary (01404 42002, su308 Hseelipse.cauk).

Devon History Society website

The Seciety™s webgite can be found at httpy/www.devonhistorysocicty org uk.
The website gives information on the following: the contents of the current and
recent issues o The Devon Historicor, programimes of forthcoming evenls: hinks to
uscful websites; ind a message hoard for commuents, gueries and answers,

Report and minutes of the 2005 Annual General Meeting

Abridged Report and Minutes of the (hirty-fifth Annual General Meeting held al
the University of Exeter School of Education on 15 Qctober 2005 (NB: the torowl
Report and Minutes containing tcanseripts of the officas’ annual reports will e
available for inspection at the 2006 AGM or may be inspected at reasonable hours
by appomtment with the Honovary Secretary), The President, Dr Nicholas Ore,
was in the Chair,

1. Apologics for absence: apologies tor absence were reported from Mus Margarel
Lewis. Mrs Clare Greener and My Arnold Sayers.

2. Minutes of the fast Aenual General Mecting: the formal Report nind Minutes of
the thirty lourth Annual General Mecting, an  abbreviated vorsion  of
which had been printed tn The Devon Historian No. 70, was approved by those
present and signed by 1he President.

3. There were no malters arising out of the Minutes,

4. & 5. A joint report by the Chasrnua and the Honorary Sceretary on the previous
year was presented by the Chatrman, the Seerctary having presented her apologies
for absenve fram the Mecting, The Chairman said that, apart from the business
meeting attended by Council members and Ihe presentation of the Book ot the
Year award, a talk was given by Me Stuart Blaviock entitled 'Archacology above
Civound Level, a talk by Mo Peter Beacham entitled "'Changing for Good' and a tatk
asteated by slides by Mr Tony Collings entitled "One Man's Ramblings’. Two
members of the Counal attended a vetivement party for Mr lan Maxled at the
Central Library tn July. The Spring Meeting was held at Bradninch it Macch with
a talk by Me Warwick Knowles on a project concerned with a local buikling
partnerslup and one byMr John Hutchings on the Duchy of Cornwall. The
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