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CRISPIN GILL

Crispin Gill, whe died on 24 Nuvember at the age of 88, was a noted jowrnalist and an
outstanding lueal historian (o Devan, and parcticularly of Plymouth, He was President
of the Dxeven History Socicty lrom 1986-9.

Brought wp and educated in Plymouth, Crispin Gill joined the Western Morning
News andl Beening Horald as an apprentice staff reporter in 1934, His work brought
him inle chose contaet with the city and its ramifications and nourished his feelings L
history. During the Seennd World War he served in the Army, latterly in the Motor
Boal Companies of the Hoyal Army Service Corps, atlaining the vank of Captain before
dernobilisation in L9448, He relurned to the Western Morning News os chiel sub-ediloy,
and later became assistant editor of the paper from 1960-71. He then moved to
Oxfovdshive for a decade to edit The Countrvman, overseeing a notable rise in the mog-
azine’s circutation. On retiving back in the Plymouth area he concentrated further on
writing, completing over twenty bonks about Plymouth and the South West.

The first volume of Crispin Gills history of Plymouth — which, ag he noted, was
‘thecked through chapter by chapter by WG Hosking' - was published in 1966; the see-
ond volume followed in 179, Crispin vevised buth for his third edition: DMymanth o
new fifstory, published by Devon Booles in 1993, Ax lie wrnle iy his second volume and
repeated in his Introduetion Lo Lhe thivd: "The writing of history is never done, Not only
does Plymouth go on, but there iz <o much that has gone bekire that is stitl hidden’.

There must be many investigators and writers ol focal lustory who have cause to be
grateful for epportunities that Crispin enabled, For mie, he was a valoed and kindly
mentor {rom the mid 19605 when he aceepted miy acticles for the Western Morning
News, later when acting ag consnlting editor for iny Indusérie! Archaeology of
Dartmoor, and in the 1980s when he invited me to write the chapler on Dartmoor lor
the comprehensive book The Duchiy of Cornead! which he cdited with such style. His
numerous other publications include smaller hooks on various aspectls of Plymouth e
and buildings including St Andrew’s Chureh, which held o spectal place for him. His
vther interests included Seouling, the YMOA, vachting, and Dartmoor He was made
OBE in 1987, and was awarded an honorary doclorate by the Universily of Plymouth
in 195, .

Crispin Gill's first wife, Molly, with whor he had a son and two daughters, died in
t974. The following vear he married Betty, whoe died in 1897, Finally he marvied Ana,
wha survives him with his fowe grandehildren, His son - also called Crispin - and twa
datghters sadly all predeceased him.

Heden Hearres



EDITORIAL

This will be the Tast igsue o The Decon Historian to come to you under my editorship
and 1 liwcl it approprinte to thank all those who have so willingly contributed to its pro-
duetion since [ took aver bwenty years ago. Looking back over past issues one finds,
arnimyst the mauy who have provided articles and reviews, names that recar through
the pages. The ke John Pike, Brian Geovge, and Robin Stanes have been stabwarls,
Alse remembered Crom carly days is Keith S.Perking, who wrote engagingly of his
researches into past civil engineering projects. Then came Adrisn Reed, D.L.PThomas,
Christopher Scatl, Bill Ransom, Anthony Greenstrect and Philip Carter, There have
been many athers, all remembered but toe numerous Lo include hore, The qualily o o
journal is vitally depeadent on the knowledpe and labours of its contributors, and 1 have
been fortunate indeed Lo benefit from so many faithful writers.

Technology has changed since 1985, At that time a Few papers were still submitted in
handwriting, but most as typerwritten text - of vaeying quality! Wilthin a few years some
writers acquired the new-fangied computer, and were keen Lo subinit matervial <o pro-
duced. Usually these were not the easiest to read {leave alone to edit), with their pale sil-
very characters and close setling, During the ‘90z the move legibly-friendly printers
became general, and now we have the ndded advantage ol dises falthough oecasionally,
where not fully compatible, these can be a4 mixed bDlessing to the isolated editor).

I cannol end without a word of appreciation fo owr printers. Although the Grm has
changed, some slaff members have been continueus, notably Evan Jones whe has con-
gistently inlerpreted my red-penied marvgin notes with much co-operalion.

As vou witl know, [ am handing over fo a very competent successor, Dr Andrew
Jacksen, who introduces himsell iy the following article.

Helen Harris

ON LOCAL HISTORY, HISTORY, HERITAGE AND TEEE DEVON HISTORIAN
Andrew JH Jacksan

[ April 20005 | take up the editorship of The Devon Historlon Ten vears ago [ wrole
my frst ever paper for publication, and submitted it to this jouwrnal. The editor, Helen
Harris, accepted it wilh kindly encovvagement. 1 would Like to express my Unanks (o
Helen tur preparing me for the indeed honorary task of the editorship, T would also like
to thank hev for Ehis opportunity to present aonote of introdoction to my=elf here,in the
kst edition of the jorrnal under her editorial eare.

[ grew up in Devon, having been born in Exeter 1n 1986, Spells at unjversity have
tulien me out of the county: history and geography al Swansea, the eelebratod MA in
English Local History at Leicester, and doctoral studies on country hotses and landed
estates at Unjversity College London — muceh of my research [or this was canducted al
Powderham Castle. [t was during these periods of higher education that my enthusi-
asm for the study of heth local history and the county of Devan emerged and then deep-
ened, 1 have not always been an academic. For a number of years I was variously
employved as an archivist surveying and recording charehyards, s cultueal history and
walking tour leader, o lucal government oflicen and a bookseller specialising in archi-
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tectural hislovy texts, For the Tast seven years, however, | have been working for the
Department of Lifelong Learning (fermerly the Department of Continuing and Adult
EBducalion), University of Excrer, carvently as o Teaching Fellow, One of my livst cours-
ei was in loeal history, taught o partoceship wilh Robin Stancs, in his last yeme as a
contributor to te universily's extea-miuead programmes. Curvently |lead a programme
ol eourses i [umanities and Visual Culture, and also eo-Jend the Historieal Studies
programme. | develop and teach vivdaus cowrses, lor bolh elassroom and internel-
Fawsee delivery, in the felds of local history, cural history, gavden history, the history of
the eountry house, hertlage, as well as the hroader history of carly modern and mod-
ern Britain, [now live in Bast Devon with my wife, a priest in the Chureh of England,
wned bwo youny danghiers.

In the paper submitled by me for publication in The Depon Historian some ten years
wern, 1 owrole aboul the author, Henry Willtinson. The article considered his claim to
the tille of Lhe Serious historian of the vilage' - the village hoinge Georgeham in North
Devon.! Williamson could rightly declare this in two vepards First, e datiully and
toresightedly chronicled aspects of o disappearing culture, sach o= dialect words, local
customs and beliefs, and the nature of kin and elas< relations, He also aceomnplished
another dimension to his local history’, that of conjuring up o sense of G and place.
This is o more lusive and hazavdous goal for the Tocal historian, the ability (o creale in
the imagination of a readership o notion of what contemporaries thoaght and felt about
thetr times and their loeale, withoul being enpted into conjecture ar romanticising.
Williams=ons writing, then, olfers something of both o factual vecord and o more sub-
Juetive impression of rarad and community e fo the earty tventioth conbary,

What tam b identified in Williamsans weitings also points to broader understandings
of th miin purposes o oeal history, that is, in ferms of ks relationship with tistory aod
heritnge. IFest, bul not pecessarily fremaost, toeal history finds o ey vole as o port of
the wider diseiphine of history, for il is an unearther” and convevor of fuctual nowledge,
Orverwhebmingdy i b o proangoey ackiviey, generating an aeray of data that contribules Lo
the body of historical koowledge, which in turn bas the potential to support or thware
venerally held undersiandings aboul 'national’ history? Second, Tocal history iz also her-
i, T s pursait is deiven by the urge to, variously, recotlect, reeovd, articulane, eole-
Bate ar perpetuate understandings of Toeal historieal pasts? This is the moe ciootive
dimenstion of locil histors, ane which helps form identitics, whether of individuals, fim-
ilies, roups, commititios or reglonal sociebiest It s what helps motivate and sustoin
the swtivities ofL amanigst athers, the solitary antiquary. detached academie, iy his
tortan, commuuity history geoup or county history socicty?

The Devon Historfan has ¢ part to play in these processes: informing and vefreshing
the historical record, and, a5 g dimension of heritage, fnetlitating the forging of senses
of identity. local and regional,

Netes il reterence-
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THE MANORS OF SIGFORD AND STAPLEHILL, ILSINGTON
Bill Ransom
Bareoiduetion
The ewanership and descent of the principal manors of Hsinglon parish, namely
Hingion, Ingsdon aned Bagtar, lave been reported elsewhere, 143 There remained two

Prther small manors withiu the pavish inchuded in the Bomesday Book, namely
Sigturd and Staplehilt,

StpTord
The name is thought to dovive Trom the Saxon, Siega’ and the settloment probably
dates Nrom the seventh century AT Posaibly Sicga’s ford was at, or near, the confhnenci
of Lthe Langworthy Brook and the Rivers Sig and Lemon where the hamlet of Lower
Siglord lies today. Tu the Bxcter Domesday Book His shown as being held by Salamos
from Rould Dubbed (the dabbed one relerring no doubt to s koighlship conlerved on
Roald by the Conguerorsy Just prioe (o 1086 i was held by Brietrie, [t was very small
with land estimated to be capable of supperting 14 plonghs thaugh enly then having
ta plough, Pasture was recovded ol & aeress wondland 6 acres and (L owas ome to fve
sheep, ten goats and one cow, No villagers were reported at adl, an unusual but not
snigre example in a Domesday manm. Clhe nelehbuarng smadl manor of Baglor had
cight villagers and pessibly {he Tarel in Sighord was tenabed by labour from theret. Like
Baglor and Staplehill i was v the Hondred of Wontind,
After the Conquest Lhe earliost veference found was i 1284-67,
Joetus de Bukyngton tenet vitliom de Sigetord pro homagio ot servicio de Robert de
Dyneham, el idem Robevto de commitissao el catymitissa de rege of ot quarta pars
i {doel of Bickingtan hobds Sigtord for homage aod service from Bobert Dynham
who hehl it from the countess and e countess trom the king and i a quarter of a
ki’ oo
In 1307 i Jaclus de Buketon is shown as holding a guarter of a knights feef and in
U313 Elugh de Courtenay, who was then Lovd of the Hundred of Wondord, included in
his baldings Lhe “wille” of Siglord?. In 14 Bdward HEO13400an fnguisition post mortem
A an JJuhn Daumarke showed that he beld Sigford for o quarter poaet of 2 knights
tee fram e castle of Plympion®.
b LG
Jaek de Bukynglon pro quarti parte un Emin Siglord tento de- honore de Plvmplon
Lo quann Andreas de Trelselk quondeaan tenuit, (Joel of Bickington lor o quarter ol

knight's Gze in Sigford held of the honoar of Plympton in chivlwhich Andeew ol

Tolesk onee hold

{1 has oot been established whether Andrew held Sigford betore of afger 1254,

In B3AG, Lun, Feadal Auds shows that;
e Johanne Hoelonde pro xx ma parie un fmon Sigretorde de Lo Clyyve of
Toppeshom tentn de Johane de Bukyagton L.e guany Joelus de Bukyogtan gquan.
don tenuit s fJolm Tolande for one Gventieth port of o konight's fee i Sigford of
the Cleave and Topsham held of John de Bukyngton in chief which Joel de
Bukyngton onee hield 2s,10

Why Siglord x refereed to a2 o a chave i nol known and o other sach references

£

have been noted. CTopsham alwo was in Wanford Hundreed).

On 10 June 1355 on £2M onJoel de Bukyngton showed that he then held Siplocd
from John Daumarle ot o rent of 2ds. his heie being Stephen Joel aged 14 years.!! By
15 Richard T892 a0 mguesl on Margaeet, widow of Hlugh de Courtenay, showed
Siglord as held hy Juhn Daomarle ™ In 1428 Foudal Atds shows that asdohn Copylston
and Henpy Merwade held hetssean them, bat separately, 2 quarter of a knight's fee in
Sigford which in the prot had been held by Joctus de Buckynglon.

In 8 Henry VI[ 014930 0 Radpl Caplestone held the manors of Shyggefoed and
Luvelane of the Bishop ol Exeler by fecally only and worth four marks, U The
Coplestones were still in possession in 15850 when an Inquisition on John ot Bxcter
Castle showed he held il of the Bishop of Bxorer5 1 owas still an identifiable manor in
1563 lor al thal date it passed from the Coplestone famity, an entry in the Calendar of
Enrvolled Deeds' showing o bargain and sale by Christopher Coplestone Lo Robert
Hayman of Newton Abbot of the ‘two manners or lordeschippes called Sigfforde and
Lovelane, | ! Fourteen vears later a John Havman sold Lthe manors of Siglord and
Lovelane to hig brether Nicholas 7 No further documentary evidenee has been Ihund
specifically veforring to Siglord as a manor. In the sixteenth contury Georgre Ford wag
active i land transactions t the pavich of Osington and in neighbouring parishes and
it is possible, though only conjectural, thal st some stage he, or his heirs, purchased
Sigrtord but thene are no enbiies to show this in Lhe Calendar ol Bnvallod [y,

By 1818 the Court Rolls lor the manors of Tisinglon qind Hagtor shuow William Ball,
Grace Layman and Jolin Eales of Lower Siglovrd and Jobe Ackband of Oxenham’s
Sigford in Lhe list of commoners atlending. 1t s elear by that date that Sigiord as a
manor in ils own right had been subsumed probably by Bagtor rather than Isingeon.

Staplehil]

The name may simply signify o steep hill but if so would seem o suggest Lhe hill
riferred o is what is known today as Ingsdon bill for both Lower and Higher
SLaplehill caee belew) are nat an elevated ground. In 1086 i was held by Nicholas the
Bowman preceaded by Brictwold presumably a Saxon.

The: Iand wiis estimated as eapable of supporting Lwo ploughs but in 1086 only had
hadl o plongh. Staplehill would seem to be subslantially larger than Sigford and did
hitve three villagers and four smallholders. A suggestion has been made elsewhore that
in thase carly times Staplehill may have comprised what later became Lower
Staplehilt in Hsinglan purish and Higher Staplehill in Highweek parish, s

Documentary evidence of its descent i3 sparse, Following the Conguest the earliesl
reference found is around 1241 when Roger de Stapelhill held it.1? By 12585 together
with Stoke in Teignhead, it was held by Robert:

Robertus fliug Pagani temet villam de Stoke in Tynhyde et de Staplehill pro hora-
gio et servico de comitissa, ot wdem de rege et est 1.1

{t i highly probable that this Robert was a descendant of Ralph Pagenal wha in
1086 held the manors of both DNsington and Ingsdon. il is inleresting ta note that
Nicholas’ holdings of Holbeam ond Bagtor were, by 1285, also in the hands of Robert).
Robert was clearly an overlord ond it is probable that the heirs of Reger de Stapelhill
were in possession.

By 1303 Emma de Stapethill with her sisters held it for @ half foe of 20, 20 they were
stated to be the heirs of Juhun de Stapelhill s {n U6 Hichard Monsron and John de
Stapelhill held it for batt s knight’s fee lrom the capitad manor of Stoke in Teignhead
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early medieval bridges. ! The widllhy of the present path over the sivuetare 1w about 12
feet 10 inches (3.93m) and, it the oviginal parapets had been 12 inches (d57mm) wide,
the width between parapets wonld have been about 10 feet (3.05m1b Ribs on the semi-
cireular arches are 10V inches (267m0im) deep by 17V inches (4dSmm) wide and these
of the pointed arches 1042 inches 1467Tmmy deep by 1042 inches 1268Tmm) wide,
Chamliers ave out of 314 inchex (38 square. The length of the bridee is approxi
mately 70 yards (684mt The remains aof the medicval bridge were vestored and formally
vpened by the Moyvor on 12 May 1977 attec the bwo present concrele bridaes were cum-
pleted.

Over Lhe centuries the bridge sullered considernble damage from the Bxe. A great
part’ foll down in 12881 and again in 138415 hut it scenis that Lhe revenue generated
hy bridge property, supplemented by oceagional heguests such ag 12d (Bp) from Henry
fle Berhalind in his will of 8 October 1286,1% was sulliciend o repair damage soon afler
it oecwrred, [ut in later years maintenanee must have heen neglected - perhaps the
lunds were diverted elsewhere - and by the middle of the Lteenth century the condi-
tion of the bridge was dangerous. According ta Jondins (18411 'Exe Bridge (in 14471}
now hecoming ruinous (lhe Jower part , with piers ouly, being bublt of stone, while the
upper part being of framed timbhor gravelled over) was dangerous to passengers’.'? The
mayor, John Shillingford. proposed ta rebuild the bridge and petitioned the Chanecllor,
Cardinal John Arvelibishop of Yark, the Archbishop of Canterbury and others for inan-
cial help. Shillinglord vefers tn'a grete part of the said brigge by dyvers tymes hath
Fallen adown aod imade up again with (ymber® The estimated cost of repair was
£2,000 indicating that a considerable amount of work was vequired slthaugh possibly
net complete rehuilding. On 16 June 1447 Bishop Lacy made o geant of furty days
Indulgenee Lo those contributing towards rebuilding the road Tram the west ond of Exe
Bridue towards Cornwall that had been made impassable by Gooding™ and. on 15 June
1449, e wade a simitar grant Lo tose eontribuling 1o the building and repair of the
Exe bridge' ® Less than a month later one of the reasons lor the negleet of the bridge
heeame vhvious, On 1 July 149, the Bishop issued 2 monition which he directed o be
read by the curates of adl churches and chapels inthe diocese to the effect that, unless
all muniments, goods, chaltels and money, especially the money collected for the con-
steuction or vepair of ‘tuinose pontis de Exe’ stolen by persoms unknown from the
mayor, bailifls and community of BExeter, were veturned within fifleen days those
responsible would he excommunicated, 21

The destroyed arches referred to by Shillingford are most Likely to have been towards
the centre of the hridge where the velocity of the river flow would probably have been
the greatest, and thase mast Hkely to have survived would have been near the bank.
Thus it is reasunable to assume thal avches one to four and six from the east bank are
Norman with the Ffth, seventh and ninth, all of which are pointed, being initinded by
Shillingford around the middle of the fifteenth century when pointed was in common
use, Further collapses were recorded in 15372, 15399 and 16942 and it may be that
e wighth arch was recoustrucied in the sixteenth century when the semiciveular arch
shape was coming back into use,

[zacke (L724), tn his Bemarkable Antiquitivs of the City of Exeter’?, veferring to Lthe
1537 collapse, wrote that one pier of the bridge fel] down, so high and violimt was the
Aaodwater A John Cove, a soldicr who had been serving in Doneaster under the com-
mand of the Mavquis of Exeler velaracd oo on the nighl of the storm to his house
near the bridge, During the night pact of the house collapsed and his servants sleeping
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inan upstairs room were thrown inle the river and drowned. He and his wife werein g
lonver room and their bed, with the tweo oF them 1o, floated out 1nto the river John teld
his wife to keep still and, 'using =ometimes his Hands, and then his Feet, instoad of
Oars” he guided the bed 1o shallow water whoees he and his wife were able to wade fo
sttty

Junkins 118410 veferred to a propheey that the River Exe would run uuder St
Nichotas Priove. Thiv wag Fulfilled, Jenkins recounts, because, Lowards the end of
November 1539, alter ane of the arches had fallen down, the Bridge Warden carried vt
repairs using stone fromn the dissolved Priory,

[n 1769, the powers af the Bxeter Turnpike Trust which had been formed in 1753 for
‘amending several raads leading trom the City of Excler' were cularged Lo indude the
building of a new bridge at Countess Wear ford and Lo widen or vebuild Bxe

Iridpre 7 The Lrugt decided, fortunately for history, that the besi option was Lo build a
new bridge rather than widen the medieval stracturce, Fore Strect was to be extendod
to meet the new bridge and Joseph Dixon, a civil engivecr of London, was engagoed to
destgn and supervise a throee span musonry arch bridge with roadwerks at an estimat-
ed cost of £7,500. Worl stiarted in April 1770 and Dixon seems to have attempted to run
the contract from Londen, This wveepeisingly, did not work. for, as envly as May 17700
the Clerk to the Truslees wirole to him staling that the trustees were uneasy al his e
coming down.' Matters did not improve and, in June F771 the trustees were consider-
ing persuading Dixon o abandon Lhe contract. In August 1771 the Surveyor of Fxe
Bridee - o Robert Sivibling - reported to the trustees that the masonry of the plers had
nol been bult in accordance with the contract. In September 1771 Dizan and the
Trustees duecided each to appoint an independent arbitralor o examine Lhe work and
Lo make an award  to settle the dispute between them. On 19 September 1771 the
{rustees” arbiteator, Me Alexander [ronlead, vl ison’s, Mr Jobhn Lowther, made a
Joint award finding that Dixon should finish the work in accordanee with the contracet
and that the abiubments and piers were buill in a very warkmandike manner and ‘much
to the Honaur and Credit of the satd Joseph Disan, Atter many more exchanges
between himself and the Lrustees, Bigon completed the work in 1773, InJune 1775 the
Exe sought out the deficieneies in the bridge that the sovbitrators had missed. and a
major part of the struciure was carried away in a flood, It was rebuilt by John
CGroodwin, whe had st une time worked with Dixon, and opened to raffic in March 1778
after the magistrates from the 'City and County of BExon' and the County of Deven had
agreed the houndary of the vespoeclive authovilies’ responsibibitics. The bridee (Big 51
lasted wuntil 1905, althaugh the twa plers did prove to cause an obsiruction in the fow
of the river and o consequent Aouding of SUThomas.

To aleviate this latter problem, the Corporation of the City of Excter ablumed an Act
fen demolishing Goodwin's bridge and veplacing it with o structure designed Lo give 4
greater witerway., They commissioned the consultants Jolin Walle Baery®? and
Cuthbert Breveton te investigale the problem and submit o veport tor a solution, The
somsultands’ report was submitted to the Exe Bridpge Comunitiee of the City on £ April
Lo aud proposed that the three span misonry arch bridge be replaced by single
span three pin steel arch bridge with gronile {aced conerete abuiments of 150 feet
CUAT2m clear span and 80 feet (1524 belweeu parapets, There were fo be ornae-
menlal cast iron fascios and parapets, the lattee surmonnted with nine matehing posts
aach supporting triple lamp® Dirawings of the proposed bridge were meluded with
Lhe repork, The eost of constraction was about £26,000 and opening Look place i 29
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DEMOLITION AND CONSTRUCTION
SOME REFLECTIONS ON EXTREME FORMS OF VICTORIAN CHURCH RESTORA-
TION

Michuc! Weller

[From the mid-nineteenth contury it beeame the lashion, indeed almost i ohsession,
far Victovian clergy and patrens to repair and reslove the parish chwrches of England.
There can b Tittle doubt thal muny buildings had been negleeted and allowed Lo dete-
viornle since the Reformation especially during the cighteenth cenlury, and il is alsp
trae that eompared with many modern religious services liturgieal practice was with-
out enthusiasm, boring and often lacking any music save metrical versions of the
psalms L

Criven the furegoing il is not perhaps surprising that foflowing the growth of the
Oxford Movement in the 1830s. with its greater focus on spirituality, incecased cele-
bration of holy communion? and a desire to create a dignified setting loe worship, that
a gradual restoration and vepair movement took place. Typically vestvies were added,
chaneels were re-tiled. altars raised by the addition of steps aad plinths, chotr stalls
added, windows reluill, west galleriez and box pews lorn oal, walls were re-rendered
and medieval doorwaysind stairs prgvieusly blocked up weee opened. Fxterior mason-
vy was repaired, and dridnage improved |

Such projects sought to restore Lo the interior of ehiurches a kind of Gothie idyll,
removing in some coses Lhe archilectural or ensmelic aceretions of centuries. As archi-
teel John Gould put it to the vicar of Sheepwash in narth Devon, in April 1877 his
chureh shouwdd reflect:

‘,.the pointed arehitecture of Lhe carliest pari of the fourteenth century. commeonly
known as the geometrical or carly Decorated Cothie being the purest phase of the
style, *

Tos achiieve the Gothic result both at Sheepwash and other churches in our own coun-
Ly, the building was not however vestored in the sense of being thovoughly repaired but
was derolishied with the exeeption of the tower and rebuilt to make it both structaral-
Iy sound and move importith iin meany esess to make iU Gothie, even if had not been
all Golhic in the fivst place. Monkokelanypton (183 1, Venn Ottery (1882), Rose Ash
t ERR8Y amongst others were Lreated stmarly) adl eelaining only® their ancient towers.
In the county as & whole well over forty churches were actually rebuilt, representing
werhiaps an eighth ol Devon's parish churches

This article seeks 1o look briefly into the reasons why o mumber of churches were
thus rebudlt, and to see to whatl extent their destruction wos justified. Also to enguire
ko what was fost and what was saved from the old and to consider the gualities of the
neww churehes. Dseussion of how these works were [inanced has only been very brielty
emtsidored; as a rule of thumb, clergy, patrons or lord of the manor and public appeals
paid the bulk of the costs with lesser pavishioners contributing, somoetimes con-
tentiously (sinee non-Anglicans also had Lo pay), via the churel vates

I'n what extent the arpuments given by contemporaries e dismanttimg g church
reprosent the opinion ef the majority of Lhe pavishioners is impossible s assess sinee
surviving doeuments Lend to be from architects and surveyors whose incomoes and rep-
utalions depended on the scale of the work. or from vestry minutes which tend ta sup-
perct whatever it is that the incumbent wanted to do.
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The church ot Rose Ash (Sc Petern near Bishap’s Nympton was, with the exception of
Lhe Lower and the narth west wall, entirely vebailt in 1888 sinee the building was found
Lo be unsale. [s destraction was sad from an historian's standpoint as the church con-
tained a somewhal unique feature thus deseribed by John Stable (191008 who notes
that ‘Before the restoration there was an old Tympanwm filling the space over the reod
sereen ind bearing o painting of 18th century date with a symbalic deviee of the Eye
of God! in the cendre with issuing vayssich. Very probably this ‘Bye of God’ was over-
laid upon a mediaeval Doom or Last Judgement. ' More usually after the Relormoalion
iympana werg painted over with biblical texts and or voyal roats of arms. Sadlv earlier
Victorian restorers helieved bypana to be post-medicval date and sinee they ehstructed
vieaws of the cast window and in some cases the sanctuary, tended to remove thom,

Al Parracombe (Si.Petrock)!! on Exmoeor the tympanum does sarvive but the "Ten
Commandments, Lord’s Prayer and Creed weve painted over the Doom in Georginn
times. Parracombe church itself was almost vietim Lo the Leend Tor ve-boikdinge In 2877
the parish proposed to build an entirely new church. [t had been the indention Lo
demolish St.Petrock’s, the structure of which was thoughl (o be unstable and Lo rebuild
on Lhe same site. ¥ Luckily this way prevenled by o national protest juined by John
Ruskin who made a £10 donation himsell towards the necessary eepairs, aaving Lhere-
fore not only the tympanum, but Norman, Gothic and Perpeadicular work and the
mrany Greorgian interior fitlings.

The old church of 8t. Mavy Major in Exeler also had a road sereen until i@ was cam-
pletely rebaill in 1865/67. Wooden screens, often dilapidated due ta negleet and dam-
ape repdered by inconoclasts, were often vietim o restoration projects. .t In this ense
however the sereen was partly re-gsed in the new building!? as a sereen for the south
chapel whercas the major portion was piven to the church of St Mary Steps.

There i= nodeubt that restoration’ per se was o matter of fashion although il is also
true that ciaming as it did in the wike of the Oxford Movement much of what wis doene
was genuinely intended to creele an cuvironmenl more spiritual and conducive Lo wor-
ship although the creation of inteviars having Lthe appeacance of medieval Catholicism
did not mean that many of those who advoeated these things had olher than
Protestant ideals. Some af the milder forms of vitualism such as the use of candles on
thes altar, and altar frontals did comie as part of the movement to improve the worship
environmenl. Visiling Monkokchampton church in May of 1856 the rural dean John
Vincent in his reparl clearly approved of the workst and his words encapsulate the
rinsan d'etre ol the reataration movement;

‘A new chureh has been built in the place of the old. The present fabrie has been
arectad ab a luge expense, aned is remarkable for its ecelesiastical propriely and adorn-
ments,

T'he cost had been born In part by Lhe parishioners, bul mainly with the help of his
friends by the reclor, who with a desive to promote the glovy of God and the spivitual
welfare of his people *has completed a house of God in which divine worship may be
performed in the beauty ol holinegs,” 1

Why was it necessary Lo demalish the church to achieve the desired end? The Rural
Dean’s Bonk was a Kind of diavy kept at each church in wlich he made recommencda-
Lions ftand somelimes entered praise) to incumbent and churchwardens on his visits to
Lhe chureh. [n 1842 the rural dean had notied thiat the ool of e porch needed to be
vepairet, that the flooring under the seats ind gallery requived repair and that the
whole of the west wall was in a dangerons state. Two vears laler the norlh wall of the
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church necded repinrs also, By 1848 the rool also needed repair. Did this chiurch just
require thovough repair or was a rebuild needed? Or was it a maller ol Faghion?

AL Petrovkstowe & tacully bor taking down and rebuilding the parish church except
the Lower was granted to Louis Waooleombe (reclor) and his patvon Lord Clintom in 1877
hecause the church was in a dilapidated and ruinous condition and past repair!® The
architeet wis Gould who had vecently taken down Sheepwash church. No copy of the
surveyor's report sarvives for Pelrockstowe so we must aceept the evidence of the lae-
alty that the church was Lruly beyond vepair, However il may be thal the ineurmbent
and chureliwardens agreed with Stephen Glynn who had written of the old chuveh:
“The interior is ugly, both short, low, irregalar and disfigurved with pews., " Bmviving
plans ol the church before and after show thal the pebuild followed the eatline of the
uld chureh almast exactly except in that a chancel, a fealure that the old churely had
ot possessed was added as well as o vestry at Lhe novth-cast angle. The chaneel was
also Lo possess another essential of the new Gothic chureh ginee sedilla were inchuded,
Ancient chureh fittings and forniture sometimes woathered these restovalions; Lhies
did Potrockstowe vetain one mural plague, Lhe font (e, 1170}, the Jacobuan pulpil, same
pieces of medineval glass and two fascinating late Tudor brasses. The fowrteenth cen-
Lury north areade was alse ancorporated into the rebuilt chureh. Interestiogly
Petrochkstowe restored s nol an architectural unity since whilst most of the windows
in the casentially new building e Gothie in styvle, others seem to emulale the perpen-
dicular This may suggest that Gould sought to reprodice the window siyles according
to thetr appearance prior Lo rebuilding 1

Turning Lo Gould’s survey of Sheepwash Church we can gain a clear idea of why
Crould suggested what . . must amount. to an admost entice reconstruction.”

It waos Gould's view (hat the chareb had oviginally been construeted in the fourteenth
century but he stated ' the only remuaining portions of work belonging to this period
appear tn be the Sputh perch and some parts of the chaneel walls, and external mason-
ry af the Bast Window. The " present oak rool over Lhe nave, which is of good charac-
Ler, bub has been sadly mutilated in arder to reeetve the plastered ceilings... he dated
as mid-fifteenth century. The nave walls appearved to © - have been built ahout the mid-
dle ol the cighteenth century probably owing Lo the failure, from improper construction
or insifliciont supports of the walls which had preceded them.' He thought that 4he
ciphtosnth century builders evidently endeavoured to avoid these failures, for
althougth they buill their walls of very inferior material, amail stones and earth mortar
anly, they were carelul to build thew of great thickness, thereby curtailing the intemal
width of the Church...” The chaneel walls Gould did not think had been vebuilt singe
the Middle Ages were however . From age, and rude construction.." in s view beyond
repalr

Luckily Gould drow two plans?® (a before and an atieri which both survived!; [rom
these we learn that the old nave was it by onky three windows and must have been
very davk indeced. The chancel as with so many churches prior to restoration work, was
abxolutely erammed with high sided ‘box’ pews making any view ol the oltar all but

impassible from any part of the church, Gould thought the tmbers of the nave raat
Lecertainly workh restoration. The bench ends22 of the pows which were plain but af

pgood old English Oak’ the architect proposed to have freshiv carved in o similar
manner to work which he had carried out at Winkleiph church. The ancient lunt was
also Lo be retained although from Gould's comments we knowy Lhat it required cleaning,
One or twe mural plagques were also preserved and re-lixed on the wall ol the new
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church.

Clearly Bheepwash ehuveh had been a rather hasie structure, nol perhaps a eautiful
church, in o poor o lightly papulated area, served by a series of curates, the viear
residing at his sther parish of Shebbear That the chureh had been neglected seems to
have been lreely admitted by cantemporarvies; a drafl-version of a letter of appeal
penned n 1379 adimits

"Owing to past negleed, the fabeie af the Chureh g in such a condition that erdingary
repairs svould be ingsufficiont to preserve it from decay and, to use the words of the last
report of the Rural Bean "[t is useless to attempl anything but a complete restoration”

13

At a1 meeting held at Sheepwash on 21 June which sanctioned Lthe appeal, the
ratepayers pledged between them £82,135.0d Lowards the tolal of €700 required. Lord
Clinlon, the lord of the manor,. had himself promized the massive sum of €800, and in
order Lo encouvage olhers his name and the amount of his donation was te appear at
the top of the appeat leatlet.

The new chatreh was certainly to have improvements. The <oil Tevel an the chureh-
yard had been somewhai above that of the nave fluor hitherto secasioning the necessi
ty 1o step down two steps on entering the building. The new churelr swhich was Lo be
consirucied from selected Hatherfeigh stone which Gould deseribed as one of the Guest
hllilding stones in the eountry was Lo have an innovation, a dawpeourse. Delabole
slates were to be used for the roof, Polished Devon mardile was proposied for the allay
=teps and Godwin's Lites were sugpested (o the paving, Prioc to Victarian restorations
compiralively few churches possessed a purpose huill vesterys acaility more in demand
i Lhe desire for surpliced choirs and clergy beciune the pereeived need tor performance
of dhivine worship, Thus did Gould take (0 upon bimaclf Lo suggest this addition which
wonltl also provide spave Tor o harmoaium or smal organ and another Guthic necessity,
a1 piseig for the pest-communion ablutions, Gould had firther varied the ground plan
ol the old church by propesing an extension of the chureh eastward in order to oblain
mncreased space b seals in the nave which had been rather cramped. He also proposed
Lo gain o longer chancel which would include both sedilia and o eredence, 24

Shecpwash really becnme a brandanew chureh, for during Lhe course of the profongod
work i TRS0% it was Bundd that the tower needed a virtual rebuild. AB Lhat seems to
survive of the ancient at Sheepwash is bhe restored font and a couple of wall plagues
being monwments o locul Cunilies which were stored and re-fixed falbeit out of sight
in the Lowert afler the building was completed in the spring of 1881, Judging by
Grauld's survey Sheepwash had been a rather miserable structure seemingly ol no
architectural beauty. The new building is all that s best in @ small Vickorian chureh, It
is neal, intinmate and bright: its erowning glory are the wooden carved and painled
angels which were part and pareel of Gould’s new rool lor the chancel. But it is essen-
tially Vielorian Cothic rather than having any genuine medieval appearance.

Al Monkton in east Devon even the wall plaques were lost or destroved af the
rebuilding; only the tower and the Jate fifteenth ceatury fonl swrvive. There was a fine
medineval water steop in the poreh but (his was not restored by arehitect John
Hayward of Exeter who had vecomnmended in 1861 thal the present nave, chancel and
porch be entirely taken down ¥ Creswell?s noted that by ESU8 there was o hole in Lhe
chaneel wall which was damp and wretched and that the chancel areh had been cul
away o aceommmeadate the pulpit on the north aide. Plaster haed Gallen away in the poreh
Lherely exposing the beams and laths. As to the appearancs ol the chureh hitherto, 2
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drawing exceuled in the 1830s and now in the vestbry purports (o show some late
medieval windows placed almys the nocth wall bud these were neither restored nor
copied by My Hovward who tool o pseudo-Gathic approach. In the laudable interests
of minimising damp Hayward raised the floor level of the ehurel very contsiderably but
this has left o bizoarre climbh down a short ladder to the unallered Boor of the towoer,

Munkton's initial vebuild was conpleted in 1863 although a dispute over the archi-
teels DI was oot resolved until December 186544 Parochial finances did nol streteh to
stained glass and the windows would have been plain glazed at first, In 18700
Bowever the restaration can be said to have been well and truly completed for in that.
year Morris and Catostalled tengmall buat striking windows designed by Burne-Jines
depicting Patviarehs, Praphets and Gospel figures as well as an easl window showing
Christ fanked by S dohie and the Virgin Mary also attributed Lo Burne-Jones, the Ial-
ter glass being paid lor by the lord of the manors® The vestoration also spiwned two
further intevesting artistic additions; the finishing toueh of Monkton's restoration thow
sadly destroyved®!y was an atbractive muwral decoration in gothie seript taking the form
ol a frieze on both sides of the nave with words from the Beatitades,

The esamples diseussed above represent bub a pinprick in the catalogue af rebiiilt or
partially rebuilt Devon chuavches. Clearly much ol inlevest was lost, vel again the
deslraction to some extent provided a ferem Toe new architeets aond designers who now
have their own devolees,

L
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wittten evideuce of how, from the early nineteenth century, men were looking for belter
and cheaper ways of manuring the soil and the science of chemistry was belng applied
for this purpose,  Until 1840 the only ‘artificial’ manures were bones, salt and gypsum
{apart from manufactory refuse). Local manulactarers were offering for sale in the
18405 a variety ol stimple lertilisers with instructions for their use.

W. Strong & Co. hawl a BDone Manufactory on Exe [sland in which was sold bone-dust,
gypsum and amuoniacal composts in 1842; whilst in the same year Tuckelt’s Stores in
Commercial Road (Jeading to the Quay), was offering Bay Salt, which it mixed with
slaked lime, make a fine manwre for wheat, turnips ete. T8 will require 3-4 cwt per acre
(1 ton of salt to 2 tons of lime) and will cost 14 6. per ewt, Bay Salt is 306 stronger
than common salt when mixed with coal ashes. ¥

In the early 18405 two materials burst on to the agricultural scene thal were to rev-
olutionise the manure trade: nitrate of soda, and guano. Apriealtural journals were
publishing articles about the application and ellicacy of the wonder lertilisers and
explaining Lhat though more expensive to buy wilially the saving on horse- and man-
power was enormous, wilh one expert quoting a saving ol 20s. per acre. Nilvate of soda
was being manufactured o the hig cities and advertized in Devon through appointed
agenls, whilst Peruvian guano was being imported, and advertised and sold in the
SAITE WaY,

The Incas of Peru had used guano (bird droppings} as a fertiliser, and its cfficacy was
evidently known by the conguering Spantards. [n 1806 samples were analysed in
Franee, and Sir [lumphrey Davy deseribed guano in 1813 as 'a powerful manure’. [n
1840 William Myers, a merchant from Liverpool, obtained the first contract with the
Peruvian government to export guano from the country, Though it bid For this contraet,
the frm of Gibbs Crawley, 2 branch of Anthony Gibbs & Sons of London, did nol man-
age to clinch o deal until 1842 in which one third of the consignment of Peruvian guano
to Europe went Lo that company and bwo Lhirds o William Myers. Myers god inlo
finaneial difficulties and was furced to share his part of the monopoly with Anthony
Cribbs & Sons, By 1849 the Gibbs company had exclusive vights to sell guane in adl of
Europe (except Frances and is ships sailed to Liveepool, London and Bristol. In 1857,
the vear belore the peak ol inportation, 133 ships sailed to London, 43 to Liverpool and
ten to Bristol. The lounders of the company were descendants of the Gibbs family of
Clyst St George ®

Apricultural journalists and seiontists wrote endless articles about the value aod
application of the guanoe, and lectures were given around the country to farmers
encouraging them to use guano and the more rophisticaled manurves based on it. These
oxperts included Professor Voeleker, . C Neshitt FGS FOS (Principal of the Chemical
and Agricultural Collepge, Kensington, and covresponding member of the Imperial and
Central Agriculiural Soctety of Frances, Captain George Peacock FRGS (a pioneer of

steam navigalion in the Pacilic), The Journal of the Roval Agricultural Socivty of

England, The Jowrnad of the Bath and West Agricelburad Society and The Gardeners’
Chironicle.

In 1842 Mr B. W. Rexford ol Newton Abbot, a commission agent for ‘a respectable
London house’ advertised that he would take orders for guano, nitrate of soda, salipeire
and urate to be delivered in Totnes and other ports. At the saune time Mr Downman
wag advertising the sale of Nitrate of Soda at his premises in Fore Streel, Fxeler”
Cribbs, Bright & Co. publicised themselves as importers ol guano Lo their Bristol ware-
houses and Rounthwaite & Co. to Lheirs in Liverpool in the loHowing yvearn,' and the
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firm of market gardoners, James Veiteh & Son, of Mount Radford Nursery, was receiv-
ing deliveries of urate from the London Manuve Company as well as Peruvian guano
direet (rom the bonded warehouses in London, together with reportls of recent experi-
ments and printed instructions for using it. 1!

Onee the ratlway network had been established in the south-west the sale and use
of chemical manures and guane inereased hugely. London manuthcturers werve adver-
Eising for agents for thelr artificial manures and the advertisements in the local papers
grew in size and numbers. Fertiliser was becoming a very cut-Lhroat business in which
small companies swho had set up factories found themselves unable to compele with the
farger rmg i the cities which weve able to fovce their smaller rivals oul of business
or Lake them over

The south-west had attempted to produce several different types of manure, as well
as stocking the Peruvian guano (rom Anthony (Gibbs & Sons. In 1849 My Tuckett was
selling a specially produced manore using ground hone and sall especially for wheat
and barley.!2 The Plymouth Manuve Company had extensive warehouses at {he Great
Western Docls where they held large stocks of various patent manaves and huge quan-
tittes of Peravian guann, advertising free carriage of their merchandise to the railway
stations of South Devin.  In the saome year in Plymouth a Sub-Marine Manure had
been patented and manufnctured with a licence for manufacture in Salishury and
Dorchesler amd appointed agents in Devon, Cornwall, Semerset, Bussex, Wiltshive,
Norfolk and London. This manure is nol advertised again and was probaldy another
vieting of big business vivaley b

There s no evidence as Lo the ultimate fale of the Phillips Brothers at Ebford after
1851, though their advertisement in January of thal year announced the sale of their
chomical composts, which could be seen at Lheir factory, or at Veitch & Son or Richards
Stores on Quay Hill in Bxeter ™ [n the middie of the decade William Whealon, origi-
nally an ironmenger from Honiton but now an Bxeler merchant, acquired Uhe site and
set about forming a business to manufacture chemical fertilisers. In April 1857 a new
company was registered in London ealled the Devon Agricudiural and Manure Co.
tLid} with offices in Market Street in Exeter and o manufactory in Ebford." The com-
pany announced that it had bought the premises at Kbtord and was consteueting build-
ings and chambers necessary for the manufacture of brown acid and oil of Vitriol, The
nominal capilal was to be £10,000, with 2,000 shares aL €5 apicce. The original sub-
seribers were all from Bast Devan, with William Porter from Hembury Fort as chair-
man and William Wheaton as geneval manager. The objects of Lhe company were slat-
ed as manufacturing and selling super-phosphate of Hme, vitriolic acid and artificial
manures; selling seeds used in agriculture and oil cakes and ather food {oe catile; also
selling all elagses of agriewltural implements. ¥ In November of that year there was a
complaint from residents of Ebford that 2 great nuisance was caused from elfluvia com-
ing from the works. One of the Medieal Officers of 3t Thomas Hnion inspected the fac-
tovy and reported that no efflovia arising was ‘injurtons to the health of the inhabitants
of the neighbourhvod”. The parvish oflicers docided, though, to take the company to
court for the nuisance, with a view Lo compelling them to conducet their business in
such a way as to prevenl lurlber complainis. 17

The company had & [urther seiback in ils fivst year when Hemry Phillips also took it
to eourt for a breach of agreement and was avarded £7. 165 7d. William Wheaton had
consulted Phillips, ay an agricallural chemist, aboul vavious technical aspects of set-
ting up the business in his expectation of being appointed as chemical superintendent,
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years [ollewing the sale® Whether i was sold or not s uncertain, but a loead farmer

affirms that he calleeted Fertiliser from the premises during the war Since the end of

the war the site has been occupied by a succession of boat huilders, s present oeeu-
pants being Tremletts Boal Sates Lid,
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Lo Ebtord was in the parish of Woodbury at this thne — il was transferred Lo the parish of
Clyst 8L Gonrpre in 1987,

% Acovenant in ong ol the deeds of easge of Springhayes House in Woodbury, dated 28

HSeptember 1726 (Lhe praperty of the ownor),

3 DROOBM Roéd — adecd of lease, dated 19 November 1307, for Holwells Farne in the
hamlel of Portislake in Woodbary Salterton
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VL Byeter Flving Post, 11 April 1850,
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REVIEWS

iReaders are advised that opinions cspressed by reviewers are their own and nat
necessarity those of the Bditor or of the Devan Histary Seciety as a whole)

Devos County Priven Exeter 1853-2003 by Charles Seott-Fox. Published by the author
2004, £10. 56 pages, 26 illustralions. ISBN 0-454701-0-5.

This volume is divided into five chapters deseribing the history of imprisonment in
Exeter and ils relutionship to central authority, the establishmuent of the present
Devon County Prison and s predecessors, past and presentl prison staffing and
owdside support routine and notable events at the prison. A chrenology af prison
povarners and secondary and primary bibliographies are inctuded in Lhe appendix,
There are five maps that arve clearly printed and the reproduction of photographs is
of reasonable quality.

Chapter 1 deseribes how gaols, a feature of Anglo-Saxon eriminal justice, were
altowed to continue alter the Norman invasion and ey Williare the Congueror was
responsgible for the {irst Royal Gaol, the Tower ol Londen. In the fifteenth century
there were five prisons in Exeter, the Devon County High Ghaol being at Rougemont,
Castle. The start of nujor penal reform was brought about by a report published in
1777 on the stane ol prisons in England and Wales by John Howard, After Howaed's
death James Neild published o further voport v 1812 and continued Howard's drive
fur penal reform.

In 1771, & sevious vuthreak of gaol fover hrake oul at the Rougemont High Gaal
and, in 1776, Howard drew attention fo the poor state of the buldings and the
ansatisfnetory state in which the prisoncrs were held, On a visit in 1783, he found
Lhat vonditions were no hetter and, tdter an investigation by o commiltee appeinted
by (he Justices in Quarter SBessions, an Act of Parlinment, was passed into law in
LVRT for "amproving and enlarging...' Rougemont Gao! or building a new one. The
Justices decided to build a4 new gaol and, in L7890, work on it constraction starvted to
the design of Williom Blackburn, who had already completed nineleen prisons,
Neild's report of 1812 was full of praise for the regime and cleanliness of the new
prison. A new Bridewell. designed by George Monevpenny, was started in 1807 and
compleled in LH09 at o cost of ever £15.000. By the end of the 1840« urgent. attention
was needed to conditions in the gaols and, au the recommendation of Joho Hayward,
the Surveyor of County Buddings, it was decided to build a new prison on the site of
the 1794 building. Work started in 1848 and the present prison was completed at a
cost ol £35,534 and opened in 1853, Deven County Prison was governad under the
guiding doctrine of ‘hard bed, hard Foe amd havd labowr’ reinforecd by the
introduction of Lhe “silent vegime’ on the lines of an Americun system. Fraternisation
hetween prisoncrs was strictly forbidden and imposed by the wearing of masks or
working in separated compartinents. Prisoners wore cothing with the broad arrow
motil,  copied today for more light-hearted purposes, and were engaged on
unproductive tasks such os hreaking large stones into bablast, picking sakum,
operating the treadmill or crank machines and so forth, Execution was by hanging
awd the author describes cvents sueh as the last publie hanging, that of Mary
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Ashford of Clyst Honiten, when the seaffold failed to work and the hangman hod (o
pull on her legs to hasten her end, aud of John Lee of Abbotskerswell - the man they
could not hang,

The (loal chapter traces the develnpmunt of responsibilities for the prisoners and
their welfare from the eighteenth contury, when it rested selely with the governor
and his appointed oflicers, the chapliun and suvgean, until the present when theee
e aver 400 members ol staff, mostly unilrmed bul inctuding non-unitormed
Governar grades and adminstrative, edueational, vedical stafl and civilian
workmen. The author, who was fbr sixteen years a momber ol the Daard of Visitors,
wriles of the founding of this organisation by o Quaker, Mrs Klizabeth Fry aod of the
intlegration of thv Probation Service inlo the Fabrie of prisen life

This is clearly the resull of considerable research by the author and is o well
construcled and readable work. Scotl-Fox modeslly states that he i< oware vhad his
hrief history will not provide a delinilive academic record, but that is precisely what
it does.

D LB Thomos

The Mast Rebellious Town in Devon: the Monmouth Rebellion of 1685 and the citizens ol
Colytan by Colin Haynes. Colylon Publicalinns 2003, 1h0 pages, Ulustrated. ISBN 0-
UsGd 248, 8 B0, which includes a donation Lo Arthritis Cave. Copies from the
auther at 18 Govers Meadow, Colyton plus £1 for p & p.

Colyton wis a prosperous town: in 15343 it was estimated to be the fourth wealthiest
in the county, coming afier Bxeler, Totnes and Plymouth and bofore Dtery St Macy
and Tavistock. [t dyed and (inished cloth and made tace ag well as having a
prosperous agricnlture, By e lale sevenleenth century the expord trade in Lextiles
was ot so substantial bul many eralls with loeal markets scem to bave developed.
The ausihor examines the difterent strands ot religious non-conforvity and their
cffect on the lives and ideas of those who lived in and about Colvian, Personifying the
Protestant cause was the Duke of Monmouth who in 168 made an unauthovized
‘Progress’ through Deven, Semerset and Dorset. In Colvton he stayed with the local
magnate, Sir Walter Yonge, who was to remain in Lendon throughout the Rising five
years later.

The planning of Manmouth’s expedition was sketchy, with inadequate supplies
brought to armi the expected volunteers and no bodies of professionat soldiers to give
any backing (o the neecessarily untrained local insurgents. The cumpaign that
followed Monmouth's landing at Lyme Regis on 11 June and ended at Sedgemaar an
6 duly is not considered in depth by the author, His ntevest lies in Lhe effect of the
rebeilion en the people of Colyton, which he studies from a number of sources
including the lists drawn up by parish Constahles of suspected vebels and the cases
of those gent to trial, For Colyton, the list of 67 included 36 believed tulen at
Sedgemonr. Theve were no published casunbty Hats for the battle and many may have
hoon killed or died of wounds in the weeks Tollowing it One caleulation Laking the
wlalt male population of the town us 375 cstimates that 105 of Lhese were for
Monmauth, with the surprisingly high average age of forty years, Apart [rom the
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lnswn dead, the missing must have ineluded thaose wlho were alraid to retorn haine
for soane months, perhaps untd) the General Pardon was announced in March 1686,
The prisoners awaiting trial and sentencing were lodged in jails and olther seenre
buildings in the counties comeerncd. Thev were overcrowded and suflered Pom
contagious discases hul some were able to bribe their way Lo frecdom or sometines
ta tuke the names and papers of other prisoners, Of the Colvton prisoners fourleen
were hanged, two publicty in the town, snd 22 transporied.

The fust chaplers describe the e of o Earopean slave in a West Indian plantation,
including some dramatic escapes. fo the end 1L appears that ihase whe wanted to get
hume on w whole succeeded in doing so, most by the end ol the docade.

The hook has o mnboer of iHustralions in pencil of scenes from the Rising and its
aftermath as well as photographs of buildings and several uzelul pfans and maps.
The fates of so many of the rebels are s6ill unknown. The author is hopelul that there
still may be families who might be able to identify and <oy what happened to
ancestors who took part in the Rebellion,

Adrian Recd

2006 Years in Excter by W (L Hosking, wihited awd updated by Hazed Harvey.
Chitlimore and Ca, Chichester 2004, x4 182 pages, 101 dlustrations, [SBN 1.86077-
303-6, Hardhack €£15.99,

This wits el an easy book Lo review, Those amiliar with Hosking” work will have
smapped i up already. Those who are not will wonder why the ook was worth
reprinting afler o gap of a guarter of @ century. After alll to some, Eseler is a minar
eathedral ity whose best days disuppenred at least fwo centaries apo. The present
city is both Iocally and natisually vegarded, vightly or wrongly, as a prime exanple
af the worst of rebuilding following the Sceond World War, So why publish an edited
eeprint - other than out of nostalgtad The answer, this reviewer suspects, lies in
Flosking” enduring reputation. Altvimatively, could L deserve a readership beyond
Lhose who recall him with tffection, respect and admivation?

(Tosking, the pioneer of Knglish local bistory ax an academic diseipline, published
she fivst version of this hook in 1960, The last appraved in 19780 Al were wrillen in
aoslyle that satisted the professional historian and at the sime Lime engaged the
layman without huving o resort Lo patronizing dumbing-diswn. Despite her unique
opportunity. Hurvey has not succumbed Lo the templation to rewrtle what many
regard a= o vlassic worle Instead, she concentrates on retaining Foskins' style and
apinions and at the same time skiftfully brings the reader up-to-date. In particular,
she tneorporates the Cathedral Close archacologica] explorations of the enrly 13705,
These corrnborated Hoshing views on the impartanes of the Romans o the grewith
and developent of Bxeter, The vther majar addition is the chapler an Exeter <inet:
1960, Here, Flarvey demonstrades o feeling shared with Hozkins: love {or ther eity
slueed with reservations, if nol angry disappointiment, over what its governing body
vwus antt ix doing Lo it.

This bask 18 well presentod. and vontains many iltustrations, The last are apl,
clear, ane vastly outnumber the sixteen presented by Hosking in 1960, He {inished
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with a sevics of notes on Exeter street-names and place-names, This s substanlinlly
cxpanded. As in the frst edition, formal academic-style references are not given.
Huowevir, usehul suggestions for Farther readiug are now provided. As with eavlicr
verstons, the work s well indexed.

This book can be highlty recommended to all interested notl only in the history of
Exeter, but in Bnglish local history as @ whale The answer W the guestion posed in
the closing sentence of the fiest paragraph af this review is a definite yes,

Seecdrae Bhanji

Exeter Unveiled by Todd Gray, Mint Press, Exceter 2005135 pages, lusteated. BSBN
L-8(13356-26-1 (Softhaclk): 1-90:3356-25-4 (Hardback . Softback C©17: havdback $25.

With this fine book, intended W be regarded as a companion volume ta 2002 Logt
Lxeter, Todd Gray bhas again enhanced his reputation as the foremost modern
chronieler of the gity’s past, If comprises a collection of some 270 i ustraGons, deawn
in a variety of mediums, which vividly capture the quality of the vily's envirenmeat
both before nnd after the tragie events of the bwentieth comtury which served to
deprive il of much of its former lustre,

The Brst ki<t whose work (s covdred in detail ts Willern Schelinks, a Dutehman
who came o Bxeter soon alicy the Hestoralion and whose tllustrations (now housed
in the Austrinan National Library in Vienna - most of the other material in the hook
15 held by either the Deven Reeord Office ar the Westeountry Stuwdics Libravyr offer
a fascinating glimpse into the seventeeoth century city. A< with the work of all the
other artists, the reproductions of Schellinks’ work e excelfent and are
accompanied by a pertinent and interesting commentary by Gray. The same is troe
ol the representations of Exeter people and places from the skelehbooks of Henry
Ellis and John Hamis, following which Groy meludes o colowrful and thought-
provaking section on the city's buildings, which serves to remind the reader how
wmueh of vabue Exeter has lost in the last fwo handreed years. The one-time splendour
of Dix's Field - now known only Lo most lixonians as the postal address of the Civie
(entree; - Broadgate: the medieval Fxe Beidge, complete with housesy aond
Soulhernhay, Most of the iltustrations o this section and the {ollowing one on The
River Bge o the Nineleenth Centary” are immaculately reproduced in their original
colour and serve to enhauce the authaority and charm of the book.

However, Lhe most impresstve awsl interesting sections of the book are the last two,
The first of these showrases the quirky, colourful and beavtifully drawn caricolures
of netable Bxeter peaple produced in the L860s and 1870s by one William Fucker The
tatter serves to transpert the reader roin the grandeur and refinement of pre-Second
World War Fxeior inte the grim but wnetheless optimistic vears which came after
LG Phe book's final seeibe, Harold Marray, was o journalist wha lived in Exeter for
several years immediately alter the end of the war, He was obvioasly eaptivated by
Lhe cily, ths citizens and their collective wish o recover from the devastating otfects
of the conflict: his logacy was a collection of stylised, Lowrevesgue colaury draswings of
people and cityscapes which are redolent of Exeter’s desive to move an and leave the
privitions of the swar years behind,
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It is often ecasy Lo lorget, in the Huht ol thw depressing ugliness of much of Lhe
contemporary city contre, how elegant and tmpressive Bxeter used Lo he, This is not,
to say Lhat all 15 lost - the Cathedral still stands, Southernbhay is still tewe ta many
of its archilecly’ inlentions, i is still possible to promennde through Northernhay
Gardens or enjoy a view of the ¢ty and its rural envirens brom Ponnsylvania or
Eixwick. This hook ks not perfect - there are a few typographical ervors here and there
- but Gray shows how much more impressive Exeter would still e had it not suttered
s heavely at the hands of the Luftwaffe and its own post-war planners. For that, any
reader with o high rogard for the city has cauge to be traly grateful.

Brian Carpenter

Exeter in the 1940s hy Todd Ciray, The Mint Press, Exeter 2004, 162 pages, illustrated.
[SBN 1-803356-39-3. Softhack £9.99.

I sas only a child when war broke out in 1939, bul even un that first day [ was aware
that sorething momenteus was about to happen.  Young men quickly disappeaved
tram rhe streets and older people soon wore the uniformes of LDV (later to become the
Home Guard), Lthe Five Service, NAAFT and many others. The arvival of the evacuees,
many from the Bast End of London was a real reminder that this war was going to
atfeet ux all. The example in the book brought back memories long since torgatton

fn the gardens, ‘Dig for Vietory’ was the order of the day; and Howerbeds
disappeared together with all the railings, Sheltevs were built in back rordens - §
remember the wail of the siren that sent us to our vetreat in the cold vlay trench
below the hedge. [u May 194Y, Exelor was one of the cities chosen by Hiller lor what
was termad a Bacdeker vaid, and this 1= well documented in the book.

A sense that the war was Luentng in our favour came with another invuston: the
Americans, At last the war in Evrope ciune to an end, and every street seemed to
bhave its own VE Day celebrations. Tt is hard to imagine what a euphoric day that
was, For the moment. thoughts of rebuilding were in abeyance, shortages forgotlen.
The tast yeas of the [40< meant that we could look forward to a new Bxeter as the
gears of war graduadly faded and the people began to live without Fear again,

For the older readers of PDevon Historian I ean recommend this wallc back in time.
I am sure you will find yourself adding personal details. just as [ have done, For the
younger - look around ag you watl in Exeter, There are still many memories of the
peaple and places of the 19408,

B Selter



MESSAGE FROM ANTHONY GREENSTREET

{n ‘D Bamuel Johnson in Devon, L7627 (Devan Histovian 623 I mentioned a tradidional
suppesition that Dr Johusan had relived o read in a gazebo in the grounds of Sir
Joshua Reynolds” sister Mary's hause in New Stecet, Torringlon.

I aun indebted to AL, Sayers, R Bawden and W Le Messurier lor iflormation about.
the subsequent fale of this gazebo, Buill in 1782 and listed Grade TF, it had become i
virtual ruin by 1996 when it wos vescued by The Devon Historie Buildings Treast, with
the aid of matching grants [rom o nuinber of badies, The gazeho was dismantled,
restored and re-ereclted in 1999 in the Royal Hovticultural Gardens, Roseuoor,
Torrington, and received a Civie Trust Award Commendation in 2001 There seoms adso
to be a traditional supposition thal Reynolds used the gazebo as o stadio during his
joint visit to his sister with Dr Johnsoen.

DEVON BOOK OF THE YEAR

The panel of the Devan Histary Soclety, after long deliberations, made the llowing
awards for 2003

.
Overall winner, in the subject category:

Stoyle, Mark, Circled with stone: Exeters city walls L85 1660, Universily of Exeter.
A meliculous and readable survey of an impoviant bud neglecled subject, well vefer-
enced and illustrated.

Commended in the subject category:

Sd. Lepine, 13 and Ovme, N. Deatlt aowd niemrery inomedivcoad Exeter, Devon &
Cornwall Becord Socioty,

Wands, Stephen, Dartmoor farme: an Hustrated history based on the Southeombe
duries wnd photographs from the Hunt collection. Halsgrove.

Highly comunended in the local category:

Mettler, Alex, and Woodceock, Gerry, We will remember them: the men of Tavisteck
who died in the Firsi. World War, Tavistock and Distriet Locad History Soeiety. An
mteresting way of approaching sacial history, through Lhe Hyves of those who fell in the
Great War. A detailed presentation of a wide range of sourees.

Commencled ir the tocal category:
Lethbridge, Henry James, Torguax and Paignton: tie making of ¢ modern resort,
Phillimore,
Matthews, Gorry, ook Torrington: the sceond millennium. Edward Gazkell,

Highly commended in the general eategory:
Gray, Todd, Lost Devon. creation, destractton and change over 300 years, dint Presas,
A wide ranging and well presented survey covering the whole of Devan,

Commended in the general calegory:

Shephard. Sue, The seeds of fortene: o gardening dynasty. Bliomsburey,

Huskins, W, Devon. New ed. Phillimore. Although this iz not a new toxt, a revised
ixsue of this important work in a new formal deserves special mention,
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Abridged Report and Minutes of the thirty-fourth
Annual General Meeting hetd at the University of Exeter School of Education oo 30
Qctoher 2004

NB: the format Report and Minutes containing Lranseripts of the ofticors’ anaual roports will
he available for inspection at the 2005 AGM or may be Inspected at reasonahle hours by
appointment with the Hlonarary Secretary.

Present: The President. Profeszor Nicholas Orme, was in the Chair aond mneinbiers s listed in
the atlendanee register were present.

L. Apologics Tor absence: apolagios lor absence were reported from e W G Stephens, Mrs
Ann Adams Mrs Clave Creener, My Geoflvey Havding, Mr lan Stovle, Mr Vincent Spring,
Mrs Judith Farmer

2, Minntes of the last Annuat General Mecting: the full Repnet and Minutes of the thivty-third
AGM, and abbrevialed version of which had been printed in The Deven Historian No. 68,
was approved by those present and signed by the President.

3. Hanarary Secvetary's Annual Report: The Secretasry, Mrs Margaret Lewis reporled that the
thirty-third AGM of the Devon History Sociely was beld in Baring Cowrt last October, The
themwe of the Tast AGHM was Devon's Chueeh Iistory, with o talk by Professor Nicholas Orme
on A Phousand Years of Change’, & quiz compited Ly My Touy Collings and a talk by
Pratessar Eamon Dufly entitled ‘Reforming the Parvish’, The Seciety’s Council met on thege
orcisions under Lhe chairmanship of Mes Shirley Purves during the past year 1o discuss the
Soeicty's buginess, The spring conference was hosted by the Torguay Museum Socicty in
Torguay vn Mareh 20 2004, After an introduction to the Society by s Ros Palmer and ilius-
trated lecture om A Torhay Contwry’ wus given by Mr W, Mike Thompson, [n the afternonn
Mr John Risden presented an illusteated lectore on 1000 Years of the River Darl Bstuary'
In May, it was with greab regret thad we learned of the death of Me John Pike, o founder
member of the Devon History Bociety. Hle is greatly missed. The summer conforene was held
i Branseombe where Ol Margared Roggees gave actadk on “The use of Saleombae stone belore
700, Alter funch members hatl the choice of visiting Beer Quarry Caves or joining Mrs
Rogers on a guided walk thyough Branscombe and a visit to 8t Winitred's Church. The
Hoeioty mwes a debt of gratitudle to My Robin Stanes and Miss Flizabeth Muayeock for organ-
ising these events, Fitteen books were reviewed in the 2004 editions of The Decon Historian.,
My David Pike audited the Devon History Society’s accounts bt year and has agreed to
undertake the duty this vear, by David Pike was re-appointed s auditin, My David Themas
thanked the Flonararey Secretary for tuking on the office,

4. Hounarary Treasurer's Anoual Report: the Honorary Treasurer reported that 2004 member-
ship was: hinarary life membership 25 life membership D ovdingey smembership 233; fami-
Iv membership 27; aflilinted membership 87; corporate membership 27, The Preasarver point-
vd out that alltlianed membership had inereased hy 20 wver the last five years, largely due
to the free nse of the Record Office by their members that aftiliation provided, It was antici-
pated that free use would be availatte to all once the Recoed Office re-opens in the New Year.
and gome sther indocement may be necessary o avoid many societies disalfiliating. The
Sorivty continued to reeruit ordinaey neembers through the website, and Dr Bhanji recom-
mended that this he continuerd,
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