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GOTHIC REVIVIAL IN NORTH-WEST DEVON - SOME
EXAMPLES OF VICTORIAN CHURCH RESTORATION

*art One

Michael Weller

Phe 1818 Chureh Building Act! made avuilable funds to assist with the construction of
new churches for the estabilished Chucch of England. This had become necessary due
to the spectacular growth of population and its associated urban and suburban sprawl
cspecially in the towns of the Midlands and the North, areas where the Industrial
Revolution huad enpendered very sipoificanl migration Lo localities where churches
were either oo smull ur g remote from the new residential areas. Furlhermore the
eetablished Church of England was losing ground to the noncanformists, The problem
of church aceomumaedation proved so dire that in the fAirst three years following the Act
no less than cighty-five chuareches had boon part funded by the scheme. In 1836 a pro-
posal Tor building o less thae fifty churehes in Lthe metropolis alone was put lorward
by Charles Blomfield the Bishop of Landon. Even in the South West new churches wore
required. Devonport St Stephen (18471, St George Truve (1848), Plymstock St John
118531 and St Joho the Baptist Withycombe Haleigh (1862), all by the prolific (if not
well kuown) Juseph Clarke. Babbacombe AN Saints, the work of the nationally
acclaimed architoct William Butterfield, was completed in 1874,

I'he: Ineorpovated Church Building Society {ICBS)? was Lthe inslrument for the dis-
tribution of funding. However, its mandate did not only include grants towards the
building of new chinrchios but, increasingly as the century wore on, the consideration of
smuller sums to aider, chictly ancient parish churches, specifically where the accom-
madation for the poorer classes in free seats” was likely to be increased. This was
invariahly done by the canstruction of the new style bench pews (with which we are
atill Familiar} arvanged i neat vows around the church in a more organised manner
than that which had developed sinee the Reformation, Often a very random pattern of
higl sided hox pews prevailed from which worshippers could not see each other, and
could searcety see the Parish Clark or clergyman reading the services, thus eflectively
hlocking any sense of corparate worship, [n many cages ancienl chureh buildings wore
actuatly extended to accominadute the exbra seats; a significant concomitant of many
cises wis o conenrrent partial or general vestoration of the church building. That muech
repair was needed after a general lack of attention to fabric during the eighteenth and
early nineteenth conturies is irvefutable. However, under the inflluence of such well
known Victorian architects as Witlizon Botterfield, Ewan Christian, George Gilbert
Seott, and their loeal imitators, churches up and down the land were often much
remodelled, somelimes destroying the architectural aceretions of the centuries since
the Relormation, thought by the ecclesiologists and their followers now to be ‘unwor-
thy'.

Part and parcel of this whole movemenl, and carried oul either as o matter of what
was assumed Lo be ‘laste’ or by Lhose who fervenlly supported the Anglo-Cathelie idens
which came oul of the Oxford Movement of the 1830s {(which therefore champivned a
return to ritual? and more beauty in ‘Divine Worship’), was Lthe nolion of returning the
interior of churches to what was assumed to have been their appearanee in the 1200s
or 130z, Thus encouraged by the Cambiridpge Camden Socicty and its journal The
Feclesiologist architects and many clergy sought to recveate what was (to some extenl)
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an imagined Gothic idyll, [n Devon the general ‘high chureh’ movement had an impor-
tant (viend in Henry Philpoils, Bishop of Exeter 1830 - 1869, The popularity of the
gothic style was appareni not only in churches butl in public buildings in general, the
classic examples being London’s Law Courts, 5t Panceas Station and the Natural
History Musewn.

One wight imagine that novth-west Devon, remote form the metropolis, served only
by indifferent roads, largely cut off as it was even {rom Exeter until the railway
reached Qkehampton and Holsworthy in the 1870s would have been immune from
these trends, bul, as this article seeks Lo show, Lhe area reflected very much Lhe nation-
al movement. Some churches were parl demolished and rebuill as al Sheepwash (1879
— 811, on, albeil after a disastrous five from which only the fower was saved,
Okchampton (All Saints), where rebuilding was completed in 1844,

T'his article attempts o look al various facets of Vietorian restoration, concentrating
an the state of church buildings belore restoration, conlemporary plans Lo change exist-
ing struclures and practices, the allitudes of clergy and {(where possible) laity to
resturation projects, and some detail of Lhe changes that took place. Four rural parish-
es all to the porth or north-west of Okehampton have been chosen for study. Of neces-
sity the parishes chosen were those having suitable extant documentary evidence.

On 17 May 1834 Lhe Reverend Mr Woollcombe, the incumbent of the rural parish of
Highampton, wrole (o the ICBS after a vestry meeting in which those gathered had
‘decided on enlarging their present Ghurch which is tos small for the increasing popu-
lation”. The proposal was te build a ‘new aiste’ which he told the Society would inerease
the seats from 104 to 230 'when complete’ As evidence in Favour of his application in
requesting a grant Mr Woollecombe pointed vut thal ‘the parishioners nre very pour
being mostly lenants at rack rent & the ground moestly moorland & therefore, unabie
Lo pay any increase in Rote for this purpose’ The Rate relerred to was the Chuveh Rate
which in common with the Poor Rates and Highway Rates® represented a considerabie
burden to landholders and was deeply resented. In Turthering his ease for o grant the
reverend gentleman wrote in o subsequent Tetter ‘the parishioners hoave Talely shewn
an increased desive Lo avail themselves of the advantoges & blessings which aeise [row
an allendance on owe Chureh services but which [rom present confined voom... they
ave unable Lo do, as fully as they wish’ (5ic) The Sovicty was sympathetic, and matters
were straightforward, a faculty was obtained af Exeter and without the use even af an
architeet as such (although propor plans were deaswn up) the north wall of Highamplon
chureh was laken down twithoul it =eems, any thought of s archilectural value or
antiquity’ and a new aisle added. The weight of the rogl was chictly supported by two
vew pillars, which were placed along wheve the earlier gorth wall of the chueeh had
been, Regrettably these were of a classieal design tdaubtless thought Fashionable in the
post-Regency agi) but they remain to this day, totally out of keeping hotl with the
remaining parts of the church and with the new aisle, which was medieval i style, The
work was undertaken by William Hooper? o builder from nearby Hatherleigh.

The Reverend Mr Wonleombe had gat his way casily enough and managed withouk
an architeet, which not even the simplest dwelling house ean do nowadays, Whan
Charles W, Clarke, the Rector of Bridestowe, wrote Lo Lhe (CBS an 2 Decemnber 1865 he
asked, * is it absolulely necessary ta have an architeel?” He went on to argue this poiot
by stating that the proposed work was not going ' Lo touch the Galbere’. However, part, of
the work, although the vicar did not seem to regard ie sa, was stractural, and tnvolved
the building of i tetally new vestry, Jan the narth side of the Chaneel. . the only offect
is to open n passage into the Chancel under o former Rector’s monument. . I fear the
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expense of an Architeet's presenec™ These protestations il secms cul ne ee wilh e
TCBS? and John Haywoud, an svehitect from Exeler wis duly employed, which wits just
as well since o signilicant part ol Uie work wuas the re-Hoortig, b e sane thne as at
present. both chancel and body of the Church. In the bady of the Chuech ta subslibute
wood for stone MTooring and with Chanec] T3 Tor stane, Che stdes of the ehanes] whers
now & rough bare wall is covered by faded clath to o Gcover) the wall was alsa Lo be
renovated. The chancel and chuarely were hoth to hove new seading. ndeed the chaneel
must at that time have presented a very ankempr and neglected foak, as there wore o
choir stalls™ but ‘the two halves of square pews". In other words a box pow had been
cub il Lwis halves. The new Moo tiles that were propased were an essential feature of
any Vietorian vestoration work and there i= seareely achureh o the country, which did
nol escape their installationt', As Boas the nave and aistes were concerned the hox
‘pews are so high that they wre often hiding places tor noisy children’. They were also
“ivregular o dimiension” in et some children also sat o the wonden west gallery!?
which wis ot thal time siteated seainst the Lower at the wost end. Tndoed i seems
likily that the attitude of some seciions of the cammunity was in part tho raison o vire
of the whele prajeet, for Charles Chuke wrote that the proposed warle was * caleulated
by cdueation thratwgh the eve, tavourably to permit the advantages of Church worship
Lo oopapulaiion much inclined 1o dissent’. Which presumably implies that the veclor
thotgrht Lthat he could tnpress and therelore regain warshippers lost o the noncon-
formist chapels.

In furthering his case for dispensing with the need for an architeet the rector further
wrole "Our only object is (Lo allow) the people to kneel instead of 81t and substituie a
decenl appearance for the present worn and dilapidated look bul it do not affect any
archilectural feature or any way altempt change or resteration. We have not the money
to do it

In fael the rector intended Lo pay for the vestry, which was Lo be built on the outside
of the north chancel wall and the work on the chancet itzetf out of his own pocket. As
he had written Lo the [CBS on 26 Ocltober 1865 thore shoudd already have been *a com-
plele restoration of the whole butlding’. However, the Vestry ¥ had so opposed the proj-
ect... which he had first put forward in the summer of 1858 that he had been ‘obliged
to give up the ides’. The Reverend Mr Clarke must have heen o very frustiated and
unhappy man since, when he had originally writlen to the ICBS, on 8 Junc 1859, he
had slready recetved © a liberal offer of asgistance from a gentleman connected with the
parish... {and hadt -.determined to attempt its restoration and enlargement’,

The benefactor Mr W Pickering had offered to contrtbute the then massive sum ol
2400 to a project, the totad cost of which was expected Lo amount to bwice thal sum, A
Further £182 had already been obtained from subseriplions, one contributor being
Henry Philpotts the Bishop of Bxeter who ‘gladiy give his sanction’, and had sent £3 Lo
ils support. This all seemed like a promising start but the rector alveady feared Lhe
vestrymen’s reaction. He had thought of trying Lo raise o rate to defray part of the oul-
standing £268 but he wrole to the ITCBS T fear there is little chance of obtaining it The
proposal of 1858 was to inerease the seating capacity of the chureh "o contain 145 inap-
propriated seals for the poor by the enlargement of the churel’. The rector had already
added 42 seals himsell although il is not clear bow this was earried oul. [n the 1859
proposal Lhe total number of seats in the completed chureh was to have heen 214, an
increase of 28 seats forr the use of the Poorer inhabitants' and the ‘Children ol Lhe

tarochial Schools’. Places for all worshippers would then be in the new bench type
pews which, mud as a condibion of the building saciety's grant, would have to be no less
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Lthan 20 inches wide lor each adult and a meve 14 inchies for children. The depth from
the back of one pew to the back of Lhe next was to be 52 inches,

(n the apphication form which Charles Clucke filled in we know that ne major build-
ing work had been cartied out on Bridestowe Church sivnee the year {812 when no less
than £525 was spenk. 2eme of it on the tower when 2 oew 'bele’ was added. The church
was now (18501 in n dilapidated state, (owing te), Lhe effects of damp & neglect”. The
ICHS report presumably made after a site visit in 1859 makes it clear that al this stage
the intention wis aiso to vebuild the roof, stales thal "There ave no rain water pipes bud
the waler ag it falls fram the roof is eonveyed away by @ stove open channel . 1t s very
desivable that the eaves should have spouts & the water he emried nway from Lhe
Building by praper deaing’, As was common when the ICBS inspected plans e strue-
tural alteration and repair they queried eertain aspecls of the work and sften recom-
mended the use of thicker timbers. In this instance the prineipal rallers were Lo be B
inches thick rather than the builders’ suggestion, which was foc anly 3 inches,
Recommendations about the use of tie beams and bolting the ratters to the collars were
alse made. But in the end this all came to nothing due to the enwillingnoss of Lhe
vestrymen Lo pay. Thus it was Lhat onlv limited wark exctuding the rool and o part
financed by Lhe reclor came evenlually Lo Draition,

The reclor’s fears of an architecl must Lo him have seemed justilied when evential-
ly (1866) John Haywood of xeter wanted to add 4 inches ol concrete wnder the pro-
posed new wooden foor, which it had atready heen decided wmust be raised above the
existing levet™, This was to inerease the costs by a fuether £30. In the end it seems that
the thoroughgoing restoration which the rector and benefactor Mr Fickering may have
had in mind in L85Y was vever carried oul. The eventual work done in the 1860s secms
wly to have included the new vestry, the chureh floor and the resealing. The roof wis
not complelely replaced until 1890, Tn Part T'wo of this article serious difficulties with
il parishioners in the case of propesed restoration of Northlew churvch and a vela-
tively strajghifirward restoration ot Germansweek will be examined.

Notes and References

1 48 Geo LU, c.45 and many subscquent Acts and amended Acts.
2 The [URS was founded in February LAI8 and incorperated in 1528,
3 Tt had long heen practice in the Churel of England ta rent the botter situated seal-

ing to those who could pay; effectively in many cazes this resulted in the less for-
tunate having to sit on stools at the back ar sides of the chureh in Lhe chilliest and
lessl [avoured spoils and contributed 7o doubt W their alicoation from the Chureh
of Bngland and subsegnent assimililion inlo the so ealled 'Free Churches'. (CBS
grants stipulated that sents thus provided must be ‘frec’

4 Bome clergy also siw the new charch interiors as being a more fit setting for litur-
gical innovation of o kind which introduced vestments, Hghled candles on the
altar, making the sign af the erass and the use of incense, and which, althnugh
servicas remained in the vernacalarn, were very close in many people’s minds to
Roman Catholie practice,

5 Fhe vates so colleeted were lor the maintenance of the services and fabre of the
Church of England so were especially irksome to Nonconformists. Countrywide
their eollection became dillicult iL nog impassible by the I850s and they were even-
tually abolished in 1868, After this time Anglican churches had Lo rely un sub-

G

seriptions, appeals and ‘eollections’ during services, which, as almsgiving, had in
carlier times been charity for the poor and needy. Now it became needful to raise
money voluntarily for church running costs as continues down to the present tinwe.

6 Thus since no drawing of it survives, like many eacly vestoralion projects which
invelved destruction, alt knowledge of s provieus appearance is lost for ever. In a
more exbreme case in Kent a chureh inowhich Jane Austen hid formerly somelime
heen numberod amongst the cangregation (during her visits Lo Godimersham Park
near Ashford) the church was altered alinost oul of all vecognition by the incorpo-
ration of an ancient transept within the chureh, joined ta a totally new south aisle,
the construction of a new entrance and the building of a new baptisiry. See the
wriler’s article in Bygone Kent Vol 22 number 9 {September 20013

7 In later years Hooper’s son Samuel also warked on o number of tocat churches:
Holsworthy 118651 Burkland Brewer (1878), Newtan 5t Petrock (18800 as well as
Germansweek 11ETD).

8 When partind restorabion of Bridestowe church was fivst envisaged tn 1859 Lhe
firm of Fugall and Male with offices in both the City and Wesiminster had been
invulved. Perkaps the incambent had some poor experience ol that time!

9 Ry this time the Feglesinstien] Commissioners who had responsibility for the chan-
eed winld no doubt have also required a qualified architect.

10 Choeir =talls in the way we undersiand them noewadays were, except in cothedreals
and the university chapels, largely non-existent, the singers or often move aceu-
rately the Psalmsingers were more uscally In a raised wooden gallery at the wast
end of the church, viten accompanted by a small band of instramentalisis having
woodwind and semetimes a stringed instrument. Parish churches did not nsually
possess organs prier to the Victorian period, Choiv stalls were ¢ mid-Vietoriun
introduction as were harmoniwms and organs where parish churches were con-
cerned,

11 During much of the Middie Ages, parish churches were more Likely to have rush-
es or straw strewn on a clay floor althowgh the chancel might have tiles.

12 The West Gallery, See note 10

13 The Vestry was a gvoup of leeal rutepuyers who might or might not attend the
parish church who met Lo decide matlers nol only rogarding the parish chureh but
espeeialy until 1834 Poar Law {Aumendmenty Act, and, to some extent, until Lhe
passing of the Loval Government Act of 1894, other secular matters.

14 This was doubtless justified. The rector himself had written during the autumn of
1865, "The Chuech is now low and damp’.

Sourves

Lambeth Palace Lilrary
[lighampton [CHS 1695
Bridestowe [CHS 5450,

Information shout other parishes mentioned in the text wimes principally [rom the
[CBS data base accessed from a computer in the search roam at Lambeth,

Michael Weller, who works part lime as a schoolteacher, in adult education and as &
genealtegist, moved recently o Devon ftom Kent, Specialising in institutional history
he has contributed numerous papers (o historical and genealogieal publicalions.
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BDiptfovd Jived in Tavistock, at least after 1671 when the baptism of o deughter is
recovded ™, and divd in 17 16, He was churchwarden in 1675, by which time Kilworthy
had passed to Ambrose Manalon™ " Whatever George Dipttord may have told Prince
abowt the ndge and his sons was at best second hand. How Burnet (164:3-17 151 becaume
possessed of the story 1s even lesys clear; he wrote eightly years after the event. Fle must
hivve kniswn Hale, who was adiitied to Liocoln's Ton in 1628, where John Glanvill was
considerably senior Lo him, Siv Jobhn died in 16611, Hale in 16711, Whether Burnet
knew Sir John Glaovill personatbly, and how well, is not apparent. I seems probable
that thi: tale he printed abowt the disinheritanee was gleaned (rom gossip ewrrent in
legad cireles in London,

Mrs Dray? (iipd36) whose source was Prince but alse local knowledge gained From
her hushand, saw ‘ne eause to doubt’ the truth of the story. She repeated it, with some
embellishment and moral reflections; in her version, some time elapsed between Lhe
judge’s death and the feast af restoration. Another account was published by Rachel
Bvans!® who set the feast of restoration in 9th James F1811%] and made John’s wifi:
Winifred one of the characters (p 1 otherwise she followed Mrs Bray's mode],

In a further published version, (anville-Richards ™. (p101) introduced o romantic
twist Lo Lthe tale. Franeis was said to be spending his ‘days in vicious living awd greal
profligacy in London’, but to have rescued a Wilham Crymes fom attackers in the
street. Calling on Crymes next diy, Fromeis sow a portrail of s dasghier Blizabeth in
the house, and found that Crymes Heed st Bucklomd Monacharuw and knew the judge,
frrancis was so taken with Elizabeth's beauty thot e reselved to reform and marry her,
and he asked Crymes to intercede with the judpee. Sadly, according to the tale, the judpge
died and John Glanvill had succceded to the property’, hefore Lthat conld happen.

Facts and chronology enable some comment on the legend. Judge Glanvill (el feom
his horse and died on 27 July 1600 perhaps nepolinting the steep hill hetween
Kilworthy and Tavistock. He was 58, No will ol his is vecovded, and Lhe following month
his wife Alice had obtained administration'. His fnqudsition post-mortem is dated two
vears later, 12 August 4 Elizabeth, At the tine of his father’s death Francls was a
miner. aged vizhteen years and two months, By agreement of Franets and his mother,
Lhe eslate was wianaged by Siv Francis Godolphin®”, who muried Alice on Chrislmas
Day 160N I the judge died intestate, with his eldest son a minor, it would be normal
firr ks widow to be granted administration. The Dukes of Bedford, in their minorities,
srranted lenses through their molthers and olher trustees™, IPrancigs brother John was
fives vours younger stili*f, so could nol have possessed the estate even if there had heen
a will in his favour, Francis dudy inherited on coming of age.

Nevertheless there must have been some regson for the oripin ol the story ol the dis-
mheritance. ftig eredible that Francis, already certain of a lile of comfort as the judge’s
heir, had Ditble enthustasm for the law, He enrolled ol Liocoln's Inn in January 1585
u.s. " but there is no record of his being called Lo the bar. Brother John followed him to
the Tun in February 1602 o0.5% and took after their fathir as an assiduous studend.
Franeis may have been high-spirited, but the only suggestion that he was vicious aod
profligate comes from the disinheritance story, which has been shawo to be untrue, The
Tudor dress eodes of the Inns of Court were somewhat stringent. At Lincoln's [nn ‘eut
or pansid Hosie or Bryches: or pansid Doblet’ {(lashionably padded?, long hairv, lirge
ruffs, cloaks, or boots with spurs were all banned?!. Such vegubations were prabiably
irlesome to a young man such as Francis Glanvidl who did not intend 2 legal caveer bul
wonld have preferved to be in fashiom, and he may well have got inlo serapes that his
apright parents disapproved ol It has beeu shown thatl the story was trangmilled part-

Lo

ly through legal gossip, where i also 2 posaibilily of mistaken, or confused, identity,
Another young Glanvill, Franus's nephew Jobn dthe Speakers son) was implicated in
o scandalous pub brawl in July 1640, the ove of the Civit War, while a studenl at
Lincolws Inn. The Whitehall encuicy™ wito this ‘Affair of the Three Cranes’ ta pub near
the Glanvill house in Chaneery Lane? henrd that John and other legal trainees druank-
enly lought with and ‘pumped’ (half dreowned ander a water pump) employees of Lhe
influential Eari of Nerthumberband, John himsell was heard to ratse an unadvised
foast to ‘the canfusian and destruction of my Lord’s Grace of Canterbury’, the contro-
versid Witliam Laod; this episode, ol a sensitive time, would have earned parental dis-
approval [rom John the Speaker

Francis was pronounced the lawful hetr on 12 August 18027, Tiven betore this date,
lrancis Glanvill esg’ was acting as a foellee in Tavislock, 10 January 44 Elizabeth
11607 0.8 2] 8o must have been resident at Kilworthy, Fe did indeed marry Elizabeth
Crymes on 2t September 16047, and they lived at Kilworthy for many years,

As Lo the final scene of the legend, that the Lile deeds were presented to Francis in
a covered dish: when he came of age in May 1603*° (here would noturally have been o
(amily feast to mark the ocension, and it is net at all improbable that younger hrother
Johm would have arranged a ceremony by which the title deeds were presented in a
dish, as a merry joke. We think that some such pranlk, probably reluted later by Jolin
himsedf to his friends in London, was the origin of this prt of (e inbecilance story,
which became increasingly garbled by repetition and ol into print from the Inns of
Court, many years afler the event,
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and Alice Glanvill, in the 12th generation.
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A SCOTSMAN IN EXETER

Audrey Deacon

The following cpitaph is in the north aisle of Exeler Cathedrals ithe actaad barial was
beneath the south Lrunsepl, where therve is another tablet)

Cont of Arms
Py Mare Per Terras
SACRED
To the momory of
John Muvdonabd Esy.. FRS FAS,
Iith son ol Captain Adlaay Macdoalbd
al the Sdth Regtl. and of
FLORA MACDONALD
Obiit 168th August 183 aet 72
Beloved by Lthe poar for his benevoleneo
by the philasapher for his talents
firm in maral rectitude
I integrity sincere
he departed this life
revered aned Lunented
Christianity having ta deplore the loss
of a dizeciple
who admired and venerated Ler principles
and enforeed by constant pruaclice
her benevolent and charitable admouitions

John Macdonald was the lth son and sisth child of the seven ebildren born fo Flora
and Allan MacDonald, The sobriguel Flodigarry was sometimes added to his name, (us
was Lthe custom, Lo distinguish him from others of the same name) Bom that of a piece
of land in the Isle of Skye where he was born in 1758, his Eather having recently pur-
chased it Stmdarly his Father was known as Kingsburgh - when Dy Johoson amd
Boswell visited him and his wife in September 1773, Boswell deseribed Bim as eoom-
pletely the figure ol a galtant Highlander'.. . He had his Tartan ptaid throws about him,
a large blue bonnet with a knot of black ribband like a cockade, & hrown shorl coat of
a kind of duffil, a Tartan waisteoat with gold buitons and gold buttonheles, & bluish
philibeg (kilt) and Tartan hose. He had jet black haie tied behind, and was o large sinte-
Iy man, with a steady sensible countenance’. He was a Lacksman - o lesser who, not
farming himself, was entitled to sublet parls of Lhe land to farmers,

John MacDonald was educated at Lthe Portree grammar school and the Edinburgh
high school. He remained there when his pavents emigrated o Amenea in 1774, and
didd nob see his mother again undil she returned in 1779, ollowed by hor hashand in
1780, In thal year John obtained an Indian cadetship and was sent s the Bombay
infantey, under the Bast India Company, Sinee the pay and oHowances were poor he
managed to oblain leave to Caleutta, and, helped by a relative, wos appointed ensign
in the Bengal engincers and was sent Lo the company’s settement of Beocoolon thater
spetl Banghulu, and now Benkulu) in Sumatra, There he corried oat a surevey of the
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DEVON’S PLACE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM

Philip Carter

Over the years the ostenaible reasons for towrtsmm have chinged, The Gact Lthat holiday
comes lrom ‘Floly day’ alerts v to o change of emphiosis, Cur ancestors indeed would
not have looked upon, or considered their activities as ‘tourism’ ot all. Howoever that
need not stop us looking back and secing the carly vestiges of the elthos that fuels a
st modern indusley, in certain of their aetivities,

The earlicst incidence knuwn in Brilain was the use of Bath by the Romans ‘who
may have found healing cults already established’' A tour of the remains of the Roinan
baths will provide plenity of evidence that pleasure and relaxation were present. In the
Middle Ages modicul eentres and pilgrims’ shrines were indistinguishable, Granville
wreote: Uhe springs al Buth were managed by the Abbey, where medicad skills were cul-
tivaled'. Such aprings beeame venlves of worship and pilgrimage so thal ‘commurcinl
trace: had often been spawned by the veligious and fomporal needs of pilgrins'”
Chaueor's The Canterbiry Tales is {iction, but it gives us an inlding of follk on pilgrim-
neres aud a Devonian wax in the party, the Shipman from Dartmouth. There were pil-
wrimages to places in Devon such as Bxeler and even Frithelstoclk? Pilgrirms brought.
Back hat hadges as sauvenirs, a collection is held at Bucklund Abbey.

Iy the: Tudor period the Reformeation of Henry VI prosevibed the cult of saints, and
shiines were demolished. Pilgrimage was no longer a respeclable and legitimate activ-
ity ! However madimentary seience indervened, in 1562 came the fest known English
bonk i this medteal propertics of bathing A book of e nature and propertios of the
barthes i Eagland by v William Turner”

The Stuart period, despite the Civil War and Commaonwealth, saw a majar expansion
of spa towns, They drew more upper class visitors, ‘who cavorted Uoough’ them. They
became ‘ever more prominent centres ol seeular leisure ¥ The waters of Ratl began to
attract the great; the first roval patronage being Anne of Denmark, wife of James Tin
1613.7 The later visit of Queen Anne in 17027 really secured the foundations of the
town's phenomenal success,

The eighteenth century saw significant developments o tourisos The most impor-
tant was the beginning of the move from spas to bathing o the sea. A D Richard
Russelt published a fearned teact De Tede Cfandierar that extolled the medicinal values
of senwater” He did not establish Lhe practice but it helped to entice peapte from a dis-
lance Lo partake of il The Prince Regent in 1783 al Brighton and Gearge [ at
Weymouth in 1789 publicised the vogue.'™ Grorge 11 also reportedly discovered
Dovon” when he paid a visit to Sidmeuth in 1791 but the pobheity generited never
equalled that of the Dorset town.!! Another important. developmient was te CGrand
Tour. In 1785 some 40,000 English were touring or resident on the Continend '
Although the English were the pacesellers there was a small reciproeal flow trom the
Conlinent. It was the denial of the Continent to the English, during lhe Napoteonic
Wars, which wus Lo precipilate a significant shift in {ravel destinations in England. A
further major development of the eighieenth centary was the beginoning of a change in
oullook. Trevelyan deseribes i as the taste for mountains,”® William Wilberforce rent-
od o house at Windermere in 1751 in search of solitede and peace’. Wild places (or-
mavly had becu Jooked on az desabate, now they were perceived a3 romantic. Finally,
perhaps surprisingly early, were the beginnings of regaitas and aguatic sporks that
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altracted visitors to i number of seaside places, For instance Teignmouth regatla was
perhaps the eavliost in Lthe country and dates tram the 174081

Neeodloss to say thoe biggest evenl of the nincleentl century was Lthe coming of Lhe
raibways. Stanes noted that It is unlikely that tourizm eoubd ever have developed in
the way it didd withoul the raibways.’!® Trevlyan with unusual exaggeration wrole, ‘Niw
the whole coast of England and Wales opened oul Lo ‘trippers’ and iglgors’. ' Thowmas
Coole was not the first to organize excursion brains but be was primarily vesponsible
for extablishing them commercially He was the forerummer of mass taurism and the
‘package tour'.'T Also of importance, at first on a very small seale, were paid holidays.
I the fast two decades of the century a few Gems and municipalitios pranted the priv-
Hege '™ Strangely the TUC did not overcome their dogged vesistance Lo the fdea antid
191" The year 1871 saw the passing of legislation inaugurating Bank Holidays.

I'he: twentieth century brought the car and the motor coach bul it was nol until over
hall wuy through the century Lhat voad transporl became more nuportant than rail.
Walvin's phrase wag ‘passengers seduced away Lo cheaper, more esible road Lrans-
port” " Holiday camps although ‘personified by Billy Butlin® were in et stavted at
Cayton Bay, nearr Scarborough in Yorkshire in 1924 hy the Civil Servige Cleriend
Association.?! They later had another at Crovde Bay. The rather dilTerent Youth Hosted
mavemenk, begun in Germany early in lthe century, was well established in Britain by
the L4305, Among earty hostels In Devon were Ollery St Mary |, Gidleigh and Bellever,
In 1948 came the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act which was the
nabling legistation for Lhe National Parks, and Long Distance Footpaths, The outeome
ul this for Devon was Dartmoeor and part intevest in Bxmoor and the South West Coast,
Paih.

Tourism’s importance to Lhe county should e stressed. Hoskins said thal in Devon
in Lhe nineteenth century theve wore Lwva major changes, the great exodus (rom Lhe
countryside, and the vise of 2 new major industry - the holiday industry’®* Since he
wrole there has been a reversal of Bhe exodus, However tourism and agricalture are
stiH more impoertant to the econemy af the county than any other occupations. Because
thetr patlerns of development are dissinilar the south and the north ol the county wilk
be constdered in two different seclivns.

South Pevon
South Deven’s holiday industy stavted in o very small way in the middle of the eigh-
teenth century with four resorts. Its inception wis owed Lo the proximity of the then
preal induslrial city and provineial ecapital of Exeter™ In 1750 Bishop Pococke visiled
Exmouth and said it was o place o which the people ol Exeter musl resort for diver-
alon aud bathing in the sea’. Andrew Brice, an Bxeler publisher, described Feigmmauth
as developing a holiday trade and was being *vigited both for health and recreation’, By
1776 Sidmouth was playing host to ‘company resorting hither for the benelt of bathing
anid drinking the waters'. Two years later thete was a similar veport aboul Dawlish
Before the end of the eenlury there were veports ol a [ith resord, which would, in
tirne come Lo dwarf them all, then ealted Tor Quay. Matan, an early visitor, in 1794
wrate: thal, cven ihen it far exceeded their expectations ‘instead of the poor uncomlirt-
able villagoe that we had imagined, how great was our surprise al seeing & predly ranpge
of neat, new huildings, Gtted up for summer visilors’ and ‘ a most romantic siluation,™
[0 1792 war brale oul on the Continent, and England became involved a year Jnlern
These wars, (irst Republican then later Napoleonic fasted almost continuously until
1515, This pul an end hoth to Grand Tours and the jowrneying to the Continent to
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improve health. The search was on for the neavest English equivatent. All the Doeven
resorts started to bonefit, for instance Sidmouth expanded in the 1790:.2% Hoskins
winle specilically of Terquay that its real development’ as an all-lhe-yewr-round resort,
dales from the Napoleonic Wars2? Plymouth had no breakwater at that time so the
Channel Fleet was aften based i Torbay® This resulted in officers with spare time
sccking recreation in geahy resorts, and Torquay especially had the windfall of naval
plfcers” wives corning Lo stay™ The beginnings of Seaton and Budleigh Salterton stem
Pt thia Gime. o 1793 John Swete found Seaton © beginning to have s share of com-
pany’ while twa years later he commented on Budleigh Salierton noting * improve-
ments in equipping @ tew cottages for invalids.

The end af the war brought a period of depression. Travis weole * While Napoleon had
heen pillaging Burope, the soulh Devon lourist trade [lourished’ bul aflerwards it was
generally a diflerent picture. The uege to visit the Continent reburned. Furthermore,
Exeter, at a perind when many Fnglish cities were mushrooming, wns Tacing hawd
Limes.™ The war had killed its staple woollen trade and agricaltural prices sunk Loo al
the war's end. There was therelfore less weallh to be spent al gearby cesorts There was
an exeeplion Lo the decline, this was Torquay®! A Dr James Clark wrote The Influenec
of Clinwte in the Prevention and Care of Chronie Discase which was published in 18249,
This work particularly recommended Torquay and was dentgratery about some of its
near vivals, Teighmouth was ‘unsuitable for sickly peeple” and BExmouth © battered by
chitling gales”™ This was a N1lp to*lorguay which also justifiably veaped a harvest
from its war time hospitality. A number of the wives whe luel stayed there eame back
or recommended {0 L rlends. By 1840 10 whs the hipgest resort on the Devon coast wilh
a population of 5,982 and firmly established as England’s principal winler heallh
resort. ¥ Paignlon emerped al this Lime through the success of s nearby neighbour™

Transport improvements were significand, At first it was the improvement to the
roads broughl about by turnpilies™ FHowever, i was the railways in the 1840s, which
really made the differenee, KM M. Lowes in his essay The Holiday Industry’ included
by Barlow, is specific thot the older resorts owe o preal deal of bheir charm to the fact
that their centres wiere developed hefore the coming ol the train. He than goes on Lo
say ' Nevertheless it was the arrival of the cailways, oflen opposed with as much vehe-
mience s Lheie disuse was to be opposed a hundred yeavs fater, which formed the basis
of the present siting of vesorts”™ Hosking writes of ‘watering-places being transferred
into haliday resorts’. ™ Minchanton underlined the importanece of vail thus: the resorts
on Lthe railway flourished; those off the railway slagnated*® The railway reached
Txeter in 1844 and by E846 il had advanced o Newton Abboll, running through
Dawlish and Teignmouth. A branch line Lo Torquay was in place by 1848, although at
firat it only went to what later beeame known as Torre Station, vather than the Iater
Torgquay Station nearer the sea, The train brought considerable husiness (o these
vesurls fortunate enough to have rail connections. Tt did Lhough have a nepgative alfeel
o Lhose places which were late receiving it, and indeed those who never had a rail link
at all sueh as Saleombe. For instance east of the Fxe, the spar lincs to the coast fol-
lowed the opening af the Salishury - Exeter line, Exmouth 1881, Seaton 1868, Sidmaouth
1874, and Budleigh Salteron 1897.%

As already stated trains continued to be the main generator ol holiday business unuil
the middle of the twentieth century. Until then south Devin resorts cantinued Lo have
the advanlage because of their better communications. Even alterwards this advan-
tage conlinuvd. The M5, the only motorway to ithe Westcauntry eame ta Excler,
enabling easy communications to the south Devon resorts,
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North Devon

The northorn eoast of the county had a lalee and less well recorded start in tourism.
Hodskins as Jate as 1954 wrote * lifracambe seems to have been discovered afler the
Napoleonis wars, by the 18205 it was much frequented e bathing. " Travis writing
nearly furty vears later, at Fest atates © Iliracombe was the only watering place to
emerge in the period up to L7883 Later he quotes a pieee In the Exefer Flving Post in
August 1771 lisling just ten visitors ae that Ume.*! The Rev John Swote’s one comment
on [Mracombe ‘s Llourist business was Lo express his disappointment that there was only
une hathing machine! North Devon was of courge much more remole [vom the then
bustling city of Exeter. The Lwo largest towns in north Devon, Barnstaple and Bideford,
were much smaller. The main difforence between north and south was topography, the
high tand in the south of the county did not seribusly impede access to its resorts. In
complete contrast Exmoor and the hills north-west of Bxefer were a considerable bar-
rier Lo reaching the north coast. Laler ag perspectives changed the same hills would he
an asset in atbractiveness bul even Lo this day they present a physical obstacle.

The physical difficulties of road-making coupled with the depression of the main cen-
tres meant there was no incentive to provide goud roads. Allempls were made Lo starl
running coaches from Exeter to Barnstaple in 1778 but even in 1787 it still Lonk some
twalve hours to cover the thirty-nine miles. Whoeeled passage from the east over the
hills of Porlock, Countishwry and Lynton woeuld have been foencdable and not even
attempled until much later. Not surprisingly therefore Lynton and Lynmouth were not
‘discovered’ until the Grst decade of ghe nincteenth centuryy™ the first hotel was
opened in 1807 Visits by a cluteh of romantic poets: Coleridge, Wordsworth, Southey,
and Shelley, provided publicity, for the inluni resocl.

Al the end of the eighteenth century Appledare s briefly recorded as a resort but
sonn lost any trade it bad o To=tow, across Lhe Torridge ™ Althaugh [nstow was the
firsl nerdth Devon resort te be ernnected in suceession by turnpike road and rail it never
achieved greatness, Travis calls the period 1816-1843 in noreh Devon one of ‘new open-
ings’. This waz in parl caused by a major programme of road improvements wilh bet-
ter roaels, (or instnoee from Excter to Barnstaple and Bideford. ™ This was also the Lime
when steamboats began to play a part io the area’s development. The fivst packets Irom
Bristol stacted ealling at [fracombe in 1824, and a more reliable regutar servic: with
Swansea began i 1826, In 1830 this service also started eatling at Lynmouth.™ Laler
steamers were fo cause problems with the kind of passengers they brought™ but in
carly days all wece welecome,

After [844 the north Deven resorts had a period of economie depression becansae the
railways had veached south Devon. Not unti] 1854-8 did the line reach Barnstaple and
Bideford. However entrepreneurs and literature were Lo play important parts in the
north, Westward Ho! wus @ completely new resort on a virgin site. Short-dived Woody
Bay started in a grandiose manner but ended spectacularly in the courts. The major
literary contributions were Charles Kingsley's Westwerd Ho! whose name was taken
for- the resort, and B, Blackmore's Lorne Doone ™ The latter was so popular that pare-
ties ol Americans were booking in Tynten at the end of the century™ A comparisan can
e made with the tater H. Williamson's Thebe the Otter and the setfing up as a tourist
attraction of the Tarka Trail. Philip Gosse and Charlotte Chanter aee also significant
writers, in that they hoth started eolecting hobbics that nided tourism, bub unfortu-
nalely devastated habitat in the provess™ Two other places deserve a mention. The
first is Clovelly, where visitors were reeorded from 1840 with numbers rising rapidly
in the 1850s but whose loded proprivtors reflused lo develop ™ Sccondly, Combe
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Marton, which had a completely new voad in 1844% and which towards the end of the
century begoan Lo grow as a resorl.

The rattway reached fracombe, the most important novth Dovon resort of the rail
erg, in 1874% this is over o quarter of a century aller it arrived at Torguay. Lyaton later
had its line (vom Barustaple but this did not open until 1898™ and the shart-lived line
from Bideford to Weslward Ho L did nol open until the next contury m 190017

[n the tweaticth century the nerth Devow coast, wilder and move sparsely populal-
edl thal the south, provided its uwn range of atteactions to visitors, despite routes inle
Lhe aven being less eusy. The withdrawal of many vatl services in the contury’s later
balf’ inereased the sense of remoteness. Constraction of the North Devon Link road
however, opened in VIRT and canaecting with the M5, has greatly facilitated road tral-
fic.

Bibliography

Barlow, Frank (1969) Eyeler and its Region Universily of Bxeter

Chape, Pearse (196TY Sarly Tours in Decon & Corneall Newton Abbott, David &
Charles

Coole's West of England Towy, Programmes of New System Towrs (rom Bristol to the
Land's End (1876} *

Dreabble, Margarel (1998} The Oxford Compunion te English Litevature Oxford
Ulniversity Pross

Dunstford (18N Miscellancous Observations in He Course of Tieo Toars Fivorton,
Bryee

Ceranville, AR (1OTH The Spas of England: 2 the Midlands and Sowch Dath, Adams &
13t

Py, Hedon (2000 Devon’s Redfwevs Lounceston, Bossiney Books.

Hoskins, WO 019541 Devor, Loodon, Collins.

Kain, Roger & Ravenhill, Williaane (19900 Historical Aflas of Sowth West Fnglond
University of Exctor Pross

Lowers, John & Myevscough, JJohn (18771 Time (o Spare in Victorian England
Harvesler Press

Selbman, R 019682 ffustradions of Devon History, London, Methuen,

Stanes, Robin (1086 A History of Deean, Chichesler, Phidlimeore.

Thomas, David 5t Juhn, 119600 A Regional flistory of the Radliays of Great Britoin
Volume £ The West Country, Londen, Phaenix House,

Travis, Jolin T4 1993 The Kise of the Devon Seaside Resorts 1750 - 1900 University of

Exeter Press

Trevelyvan, Cud. (18453 English Socicl History London, Longmans Green

Wallon, John Ko (1982} The English Svaside Besort: A Sociad History Leicestor
Universily Press

Walving Junes (1978) A Soerad History of the popular seuside fedidey London, Penguan

Coranville (197 L p vi

Walvin ( 1978) pp 13/14

Raio & Havenhill (1989) p 213
4 Greanville (19710 p vi

b —

20

Y
20

Walvin (1978) p 14

Walvon (1978} p 14

Grranvile (L9713 pp viddviii
Cranville (1971 pix

Walvin (1878 p 15

Walton (19821 p 12

Bartow {(1968) p LO0
Trivelyan (1$45) pp 3834384
Trevelyan (1845 p 4002

Katn & Ravenhill (198483 p 3049
Slanes (1986) p 114
Trevelyan i 1945) p 560
Walvin (1978 p 37

Walvin £ 19751 p 98

Walvin £ LU78) p 99

Walvin { L97S) p 158

Walvin (19751 p LED

Floskins C1865.D p 67

Travis (1993 1L

Trivis ¢ 1 p 7

Llosdaans 1 19545 p 118

Kain & Ravenhill (19991 p 433
Floshkins (19510 p 118

Kain & Ravenhill (19994 u 160
Kain & Ravenhill (19991 p 453
Travis (19931 p 63

Travis (1949:3) 1 60

Travis (1993 p 63

Travis (1993) p 67

Hoskins (19541 p 120

Stanes (1968 p 105

Barlow (1969) p 244

Hoskins (1854 p 118

Barlow (1969 p 192

Barlow (1968} p244

Hoskins (1954 p 118

Travis (R4 p Y4

Hoakins £ 1954 p 430

Floskins (1950 p 119

Trivers (LIS p 6

Kainr & Ravenhill (19898 p 361
Trovis (1993) pp 80451

Stapes (1880 p Lid

Rain & Ravenhil (1930 p 450
Trovis 11992 p 171

Trivvic CEDS3r p 134

Kain & Ravenhill (1599 p 450
Floskins (1950 p 119

Kain & Havenhill (19991 p 361






she thoughl proper to elope upon a charge olincontirence, that Pmade her o hand-
some separate allowanee, withoul receiving Bd with her ot the Gme of hey mar-
ringe, and continued until her importunale entreaties e a reconcilialion, and con-
soquent return Lo my house, about seven vears alter? Hag it an appearance of o
tyrannical digposition in me, that she was, ol the time of her late elopement,
enabled to take with her several secoves of pounds, her own privale purse, or Lhat
her children {threee of which are ol knowledge and sensibility) could part wilth her
without the least sympton of regret? Or does it took like brutality, except in the
icdea of a wagg, that | eoubd propose, for her sake, her connections, and that of avoid-
ing obloguy, the' unmerited, W comtive at acrime held unpardonable in the mar-
viage state, the consclousness of which cold alone stimulate her to that base act
she trivmphs in, the demanding suretios of the peace against me. .. The publie, I
trust, will by his short sketeh be convineed that my late advertisement was
inserted solely with a view to selt-delence; and that Mrs J----- could not be affoct-
ed bul in one respect by it unless here feelings are more that to the consciousnoess
of an act that shamues human aature. [ now take my leave of newspaper alterca-
tion, and Mrs Johnson, U111 see her return (0 me and her family, where | now
invite her; and in the meantime caution the public againsl giving her eredit in my
name.

The final word, though carnc fromy Mary Jobnson on 24 Febrwny:

It would add greatly to Mrs Johnson's present distress, i she could for a momaent
believe that the least credit would be given Lo any one of the cruel assections
respecting her in this paper of last week. As far as the characters ol'the puties ace
krown, she trusts o her own innocence lor protection against {he voice ol calwm-
ny. and relying on Lhe candour of a genevous public, requests that they will sus-
pend their judgement on her conduet till it hag passed the wdeal of justice, From
thenee ¥rs Johnson hopes to come forward to the wortd, in o much better light
thean she ean pessibly do as oowriter in a newspaper; and Lherefore begs leave Lo
retive fram the public uotiee till that much desired period.

On 4 May 1791 Mary velurned to the magistrales and exhibited Arvticles of the Peace
al the Deven Quarter Sessions.® She folt induced 1o complain to the court beeause of
the: constant mistreatment, she suffered and through fear of serious injury or death at
dohinson's himeds, She said that some time after her mavriage on 28 June 1777 his
Lehaviour L her was of the most brutal and eruel kind, He vegularly pulled her out of
bed, without her clothes, and dragged her downstairs, kicking her as be went, horse
whipped her severely, dragged hor shaut the room by the haiv, and would rave and
storm and deelare that he would shoot e She had left him after o few months of mar-
risgme, when prognant with their daughter Mary, and taken refuge in her father's house
in South Molten until she was oblged, vn her fothers death in 1784, to return Lo her
kusband, The document gives precise dales and places of Johnson’s violence, as a con-
seqpience of which justices bound him over in the increased sum of €6,000, with his
fricnds standing surety for £500 apivee.” This ovge sum ol money shows the gravity
with which the magistrates eonsidered the casee ns well as the Guaneial abitity of
Johnson Lo pay.

Mary Lhen went before the Consistory Courl of thie Bishop of Exeter on 20 May 1791
and asked for o separation from her bushand on the grounds of cruclty. pleading that
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there shauld be an allowance of alimony suitable Lo her station, sinee he haed vefuscd
to pranut her maintenance of any sort.'? The transeript of the case, nmeunting 1o ware
Lhan 5,000 words, shows his behaviour to have been even more brutal than appeaeed
in the facts laid before the magistrates. John Tossell Johnson agreed belore the eourt
Lhat Mary was 'aoperson of a mild atfable and obliging disposition and Lemper and ol o
voery medesl and sober carrtage and behaviour and of religions and virtuons lile and
conversation’. Bvidently she had brought to the marriage over £1,000, which remained
in the hands ol ber hushand, The account given in the Bishops Court differs from that
given ta the magisbeales by showing that his young daughier, Mary, was also a vietim
of beating and ill-lrealment, her mother saying to her on one ceeasion ‘tis well Mary
we have pretiy thiek skulls’, which remark caused Johuson to knock his wile Lo the
ground mnd thvow her down some stairs. Flis behaviour was quite sadistie, as shown by
Lhe times that he hovsewhipped her, foreing ber to kneel and aslk his pardon, though
tor what Mary did not knisw Stme af his most vielent treatmenl was in frond of ser-
vants and evon visiting clergymen, as iF Lo shaw thern the power he had over his wife,
Marks on her body would last for weeks lrom the severe beatings he gave her If signs
of his brudality were vigible he woulld ask her to say * she had knocked ber eye against
the door of the press’ so that no-une would know of the allacks. He would froquntly kick
her oot of bed and say ‘there madam. 1 will pive you o cooling', and malke her lie on the
floor, somelimes lor hours, ‘Gl she was ready G perish with colel’. even when she wag
pregnant. Any domesiic problem, however pelly, drove Johnsan o uncontrollablo
anger, which resulted 1o violent attpeks on his wileo Sueh triviad incidents as putting
more eges than he had ordered in o pudding being prepaved fin the Farmers” Dinner
on Tithe Day resulted in such a beating thot hir head was ‘swollen up in rge koohis
in severad places’.

The Consistory Court evidenee layvs more emphasis on Johnson's jealousy and aceu-
sations of Mary being unfaithful to him, n 1790 the youngest son, George, was seri-
ousty HE and Mary's brobher, Charles Cutelffe, a surgeon and apothecary, was asked o
atlend him. Chardes folt i wecessary Lo stay the night as he constdered the child neht
nol survive LUl moraing Later Johnson acensed Mary ol being an tneestucus whore -
-fwliar has cormunitted adwltery with ler brother’ and of having had a relationship with

hoim for twenty yeavs: it was no wondor she could run up and down the country for six
o1 seven yoeirs and leave her husband’, referving Lo the period when Mary had vetarimed
to her itlee’s haowse, "and when she thought her brother was going to be macried Lo
come buck o him artd Gl his house with her bastards, an incestuous vile whore, Two
af his cluldren he was convineed were not his, the eldest and the youngest and the oth-
ers wore doubllul. she got herself wiih child before he marvied her, by her lirst causin,
as he then thought, but that he was now convineed it was by her brother !t Johinson
even snid he bad scen her inon act ub adultery with her brother in the house, and con-
jeetured ‘that the effects of Lhis connection with her brother wauld appear about the
twelfth of Octeber then next’, Mary vefuled all his charges bt he answered her with
further abose Young Moy, the daughter, was sent to hev mnther with The Dy of Man
open at chapter X1, with this added nole a fesson to an ineestuous adudieress’. He
wrote a letter to ¥hs Cuatlitfe forhidding her husband from s ver entering his doors’.
He {requently asked his wife to swear on the Bible that she hud never committed that
abaminable sin of perjury aduitery fornication or invest. with her brother or any other
wman cither before or since her marriage and also te comply with her husband's wish-
o+ in everything and do whatever he commanded her’. She was ready Lo swear to all
but at the last request sinee she feared he would * luy some mproper conunand su
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her’. He attempted (o cajole hoer, saying ‘he did not like w be refused’, but Mary stood
up to b From this time his abuse incccased, culminating one evening in Juhnson
foreing: her Gaee down anto a press hed and beating her on the baek of her head so vio-
fently that it mude hoer cry out mucder’. Hlor maidservant came up and asked him not
ta kill the misteess and Mary hevsell veatly beleived that she was going to die. She ran
far safety to the servants’ room, [rom which Johngon atlempted to coax her sul; but
she iswered him, kil me beve Fean’t return’, She eventualty went to his room but,
thrawgh fear of him, refused to allow the maid to remove any of her clothes except her
shoes. His sadistie hehaviour inereased o such a piteh, with added threals of whal he
would do to her if she altempted Lo leave, and his avowal that ‘he would, to the utimost
ol hig power, do everylhing ta make her miserable to the end of her life”, that she final-
ly made her escape to friends in South Molton, and applied to the magistrates to
exhibit Articles of the Peace.

The evidence of the Consistory Cuourt states that the Rev Johnson received £500 a
year [rom his two Hvings of Wembworthy and Ashretgney, whilst his estates and other
interests, valued al over UBG000, gave him an annual income of over £3.000.
Untfortunately there is no record of the final oustcome of the case or what Mary was
awarded by the court, but iL would appear to have been sufficient for her needs. John
Tossell Johinson returned lo the magisirates, who released him from his bail at the
Epiphany Sessions of 1792, the solicitors oy both parties having produced in court the
Arlicles of Separation,’® ®

The Rev John Tossell Johnson died in 1829 leaving an eslade worll nearly 845,000,
Iis first beguest was to 'my unworthy wife Lhe sum of £10 by way of bar o every claim
she may have or supposed to have to any part ol my personal estate’. Fis oldest son
John, was appointed execudor, but. due Lo mental inability leflt much of the will unad-
ministered. "

Mary lived, with her daughter Mary, at South Molion until her death in 1549 al the
age of 91, The separation must have left her cornftrtably off, as her goods, aonies and
property were valued a £4,365 (after expenses) ' Her estale was Jelt to hev sons Petor

{(who was made executort and George: John had died in 1835, aftec several yoars of

mental and physieal Hiness. ¥ Peter, whe had studied al Oxtord, sueceeded his father
as Rector of Wembworthy in [R30.1% At Peter's death his estate was worth nearly
£60,000, which, after large bequests £o his danghters, was lett to lis son, Jubin George,
whose suceessful eareer he divdl not live to see. ' ulohn Gearge grduated from Oxloed in
1848, beecame a JP and Hivh BheniT for Devon and from 1871 to 1880 represented
Exeter as Member of Parlinment ' The youngsel son, George, also a clergyman, whao
had acted as i curabe to his father, was fownd, in L35 1, Lo be of utsaungd ming aftor Bve
vears of illness, and ineapable of managing his own estate™

Johe Tossell Juhmson's hatred for his wite suwrvived to his death, but Lhere is nathing
to indicate why he behaved with such brutality and vindictiveness Lo the waman whom
he had chosen as his life companion. One wonders what the rcelationship between
lather and sous must have been like; was il the ellect of seeing theiv tather's bratal
Lehaviaur that eansed the mental instability in two of hig sons, neither of whom mar-
ried? Or was there an inherited weakness that was the canse of his aneontrolled jeal-
ousy wnd rages and the sad decline of John and George into insanity?

[s it possible that Johnson, a very elever man, used his profession as an inleHectual
rather than a spiritual exercise? In her evidence to bolh courts his wife deseribed how
be would whip her over ithe head while she was viding behind hirn to church on
Sutndays, and continue the treatment all the way home. Was his attitude o Mary tyvp-
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ical of a wealthy, domincering man with contempt for women, or was it Mary's own
meek demeanour that vaused him to want to dominate her? Socioty allowed him to con-
tinue his ministry althuough the Tacts of his behaviour were in the public domain. It
would be interesting to knew whal aetion the chureh authovities of the time took
against him, or whether, pervhaps. his private Hfe was of no interest to them.

MNotes

1 Althovgh Ashreigney and Ring's Ash (the allernalive name! are bath used in doe-
uments consolted, for simplicity [ have used Ashreigney oaly.,
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13 NDRO 23098 1390 1-2

14 DRO 146B/1112

15 DRO HEB/F16, NDRO 2309B/W 140

16 Alumm Oxoniensis 1715-1866

17 NDRO 146B/F16

18 Alumni Oxoniensis 1715- 1866

19 NDRO 23091/1713/15, 2309 B/W138

Gill Belley moved o Woodbury with her Devonian husband in 1991, Since then she
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REVIEWS

{Readers are advised that opintons expressed by reviewers ace theiv own und nat
necessarily those of the Bditor ar of (he Devon Histery Society as a wholey

Zeal Monachovum: A Devon Rural Pacish, 1086-1801 by Ann Adams. Published by
the author, printed by Short Run Press, Exeter, 2002, 162 pp. Hlustrations, maps, plans.
£9.95 (+ p. & p. LLESFY Nvom the author, Fayne, Zeal Monachorum, Crediton, Deven
EX17 63,

WAL Flaskins (Depont 19540, p. 5200 dismissed the history of Zeal Monachorum in some
cizhty words and Ann Adams noiles that it was a parish 'havdly on the highway Lo any-
where” (pafl, which ‘never seems 1o have inspired any sevions inquiry’ (p.11) She has
vectified (his in a substantial monograph, based on o prodigisns amount of original
rescarch and clearly the fruit of much labour, which suceessfully demonstrates that
even Lhe remotest community has a history of interest. The volume is attractively pres
gented with many dlustralions and a number of hebpfid maps and plans. Its strength
Hes in its series of extremely detailed studies of the interconnected histories of indi-
viduals and families (with genealoptes af seven of the most important fannlies), o its
painstakingly compiled data on the awnership and fenantship of particular pieces of
land, and fn s examination of topographical features and of physical aspects ol build-
ings, domestic and ecelesiastical, Where direet information is lacking the author hax
legitimately soughl o (G the goap by making wntative but plausible sagpestiions based
on evidence surviving foe neighbouring parishes.

Few books have no weaknesses, and Zead Monachorans e mainly in the area of
prosentation and subediting. This admivable vioume. su pucked with faclual informa-
Liony, deserves o fuller indes than one which ignores muny iiportant items covered in
the text and whose exciting entries laek comprehengiveness, And, though the text is
much better refereneed than many popudar histories, the provenance of information is
too often unstated and there is no key ta the abbrevintions wsed ju the foolnoles.
Sometimes, too, the author assumes knowledge readers are quite likely ta lack. They
may, for example, hie mystitied by the unexplained letlers Lo G and W owhich appear
after names it the Yay subsidy of 1524-7 (p.33) (they ndicate tax based on land, goads
or wagest and they may not know that the nambiers of the villagers mentionwd in
Domesday represent not the whebe population but heads of Families,

Understandably a book covering such @ by perad has not tapped every available
sonree, nor exhausted the information which could he derived from those examined. A
hibliography would have helped the reader know what sourees ave been ased ond
what others might be searched for further dato, Phis oviewer may nolice for instanee,
ante souree nol used which may add a bttle o the allegediy sparse evidence of religious
synpadhies in the seventeenth cenlury (see 403 the Compton Census of 16876 records
that Zeal Monachorum then had 200 conlorming Anglicans, no Reman Catholics and §
Peotestanl novonformists (A Whiteman, ed., The Complon Census of 070 (1T986),
P28t Incidentadly this would suggest a total population of some 340 in that year
Vartous other retaras cited by the author might alse have been used 1o estimate o pop-
ulation of ahout 270 in (569 and 330 in 1641 and LB70.

Space howver, 1= always at a premium today and Ann Adams has, probably wisely,
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chogen Lo concentrate an providing & history which investigntes topies of interest pri-
marily to the residents of Zeal Monachormn and its vicinity and to Devaenians gener-
ally, rather that to use laeal data to contribute to onder historical themes and eon-
troversivs, In this she has been very suecessful and is Lo be congratulated. Her haok,
moreovern, does contain information which is likety to be of use Lo those with moee pen-
eral and abirese historical interesl Cparticndaely aspects of the sconomy and soeial
structure) and for thal reuson ix douldy weleome,

W[ Stephens

Devon Families by Rosemary Louder, Halsprove, 2002, 160 pp 182 illustrations
L1480 [SBN 1 84114 140 2,

The author believes stromgly in the importance of the great landed catates in presery-
ing the ilegrity of the countryside and so protecting it Hrom ill-considered develop-
ment, She points gul that in Devon 25 pere cent of the estates hove remained in Lthe
samae families as agaiust a nationad figave of 15 per cent. This she considers reflects the
determined suceess of thase Devon families in guarding their imded inbevitance [rom
the econontic and Hiseal theeats of the twentieth contury, Tn this book she examines the
history of twenty-six families, all ol whom she visited,

Today we often hear about the ‘incomers’ in DPevon viflages but this seems always to
have heen brue of the estate owners, Tradition says that the Christies of Instow woere
descended on one side [rom a Seots ea caplain and ou the other from a Swiss ofllicer
in the HEIC. The Lopes of Maristow came from Janeica; the Tiverton Heatheoal
Amwrys from Loughbevough and the Caves of Sidbury were Bristel bankers.
[nheritance in the tong settled Gamilies wis nol always io Lhe direct line and the author
palicotly unwinds the complications of family relatianships, A goosd example is the
Covew tamity of Flaceombe, Mohuns Otlery and Bickleigh. Each branch had an exeit-
ine and influential history in and outside (he couniey. By the middie of the twentieth
century the lust of their Devon estates had gone, Other families had plaved inportant
parts in national [fe and then either stood back or parted with mest of their lands and
st hadd 1o continuaing base in the county, The not intrequent faituee of divect lines hag
smetimes meant suceessors caming i3 from Australia or the United States

Some families have beon lackicr than others in preserving continuily of uceupadion of
the central estate, lor example the Fursdons of Fursdon and the Fulfords of Greal
Fulford. Lavger estates seem Lo have been vulnerable to marviage dowries sond to divi-
ston between Funtly membors leading ultimately to their forming part of estates hased
in other counties and so at visk of heing hroken up and sold in the inlerests of their non-
Devon owners As a balunee there are instances of Camily members retuming Lo the for-
mer principal residence and restoving it as a dwolling The most striking, pevhaps, is the
return of the Crilberts to Compton Castle, which had been o cuin for several centuries,
They vebuatlt the house and boughl back several hundred acres of land that had
bolonged ta it Other owners mentioned by the author huve nor heen go foctunale,

The histaries of the Lwenty-six familics recounted in this heok vary from Lhose whose
menthers huve fram time Lo Lime played leading parts in the povermment of the voun-
Lry 1o Lhose who have heen contenl Lo Tead guivt lives, i possible, although their raem-
bers have often carned distinetion 1o their country’s wars, Most ol them are seill
attached {o the land but there are many more thal are not but who sGlL live in the
comnty, Those deseribed are u good eross section. The book ttself ts well Hustrated with

29



reproductions of photogreaphs or paintings of leading tamily members and of the Uracli-
Liomal seats. [t fltows the Halsgrove patiern of generous size and weight and has
umple mungins for the reader to use for comment or for the addition of further infir-
mation. Such annolations would have to be nuede on retmm home because the bouk s
not one to carey on visits.

Adrian Reed

Regional Architeeture of the West of England by AR, Richardson and € Lovetl
Gill 1924, Facsimile edition with introduction by Simon Houfe 2001, Published by
Halagrove, Tiverton £24.95 Introduetion & preface xiv; 187 pages + 203 illuatrations,
[SBN I 84114 127 5.

Born in 1880, Albert Edward Robinson was articled at the age of §fteen o a Landon avchi-
tecl, e sob up an architectural praclice in 13908 and formed a partnership with Charles
Lovett Gill, son of a Dawlish vicar Richardson published this bonk m 1924 faintly with Gill
whoze main contribution was to supply most ol the volume's excellent photographs.

The hoak turms a 1924 anapshot of significant buildings, apurt curiously from chureh-
es, 1 Lhe westeen vegion, which Richardson defines for the purposes of the boosk us
Devonshire, Cornwall and [sles of Scilly, Although, of course, the choice of date to take
and record this snapshot’ was fortuttous it could not have been bettor chosen. Many of
the buildings deseribed in the book were destroyed during the air raids of the 1939-45
war or were subsequently denolished to make way for contermporary development. The
auther’s simple verhal deseviptions of buildings with thumbnail sketches of details and
excellent monochrome photographs are casily understaod by non-techniead readers,
thus widening the book’s appeal. A eircus and a paire of erescents, Bedford, Barnfield and
Collelon were built in Exeler by, it is thougbt, Matthew Nosworthy, between 1780 and
1800 and it is sad, when looking at the bouk’s photographs to realise that Bedford
Clireus. the most boautiful, need nol have been demplished after damage by the bomb-
ing. Richardson. an architect, is generous in his proise for Siv John Rennie, a civil engd-
neer responsible for the design and construction ol the Royal Vietvalling Yard at
Stanchouse, and refers to the structures as ' amony the monuments of Ghis country
Chapter TV s devoted to deseribing the development of the rogionnl tradition o the
Wisteounlry and quotes such extant buildings ax the sixteenth contury house on Exe
Islard, now cabled * The Old Tudoer Tlouse' with is slate shingling, the soventeonth een-
tary Italion influenced almshouses in Mocetonhampstead and the eighteenth contary
Satutation Inn b Topsham. He oxpresses regret at the removal of the Dorie columns of
the inn coach enlrance and vepliieemaent with brick, now incidentally painted white. A
further three chaplers describe the pertod from the reign of George | to early Victorian,
giving such examples as Salleaen House {¢1725), Haldon House (1750, Maristowe
(L740% Ugbrook 17300 and Tor Royal (1795-1820) A photograph of the Regoney
Winsltade lodge at Clyst S0 Mary shows that, in 1924, il was almost as badly wenthered
as it 1% today. The design and hailiding of Davtmone Prison in the nineteenth cenlury is

doseribed and 1L is inleresting that on L8 July 1805 Thamas Tyrwhitt, Lord Warden of

the Stannaries and awditor of the Duchy of Cornvall, and Daniel Asher Alexander,
daeseribed by Richardson as an‘architect engineer’, visited oo number of sites on the moor
in order to seleet one suitable for the prison. Six wjonths luter the plans were ready, o
lease for 390 aeres granted by the Duchy and on 24 Moy 1809 the (ivst batch of 2500
prisoners imarched up from Plymouth. Alexander was also responsible for various hous-
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es {or prison staff in Princetown. Buildings ou the [sles of Seilly arve deseribed and the
final chapter is an essay on physical luntnres, building materials and technuques in the
region and a deseription of roads, ralways, canals and infrastructure gencrally.
Apparently, with one exception, this had vather indiffarant reviews in 1994 but, near-
ly eighty years later, it comes across as a pleasant book writton in o sliphtly antiguat-
ed style for the reader. Despite Pevaner's retorence volumes there is atill a sceeure place
for Richardson and Gill in the scheme of things!
DL R Thomuas

Hallsands - A Village betrayed. By Steve Melia 2002, Published by Porest
Publishing, Newton Abbot, Devon. 72 pages + 52 plates £4.95,
ISBN 0 9536852 4 1.

Most Devonians knisw the story of Hallsands, a fishing village built betweon a near ver-
tical elilt face and the sea shore of Sttt Bay about 3 kilometres south of Toreross. Al
high tide o the night of 26 January 1917 o southeasiorly gale drove Lthe shingledaden
waves over the sea walls and ballered the buildings in the village. By the morning the
villagre had been destroyed, the only buildings untouched being those at the Lop of the
clifU Fortunately no one was killed or seriously injured but famitios were rendered
hateless and most of the tishing boats and equipment was danaged or destroyed.

Thix was not an {selated incident and the author seeks 1o denwonstrate, by rehears-
tng the events leading up Lo the disasler, that it was not an act of God. [4 was general -
bv aecepted that the cause was linked to the removal by dredging of shingle from the
village {oreshore in order to provide aggregate for the manufacture of voncrete in Ehe
Kevham Dock extension contraet, This undermined the village buildings and exposed
them to damage from storms and high tides, The dredging started in 1807, 8y 1900
damage to the sea wall and vitlage properties was apparent and by Mareh 10901 the
coastal road was in o dangerous state. [n 1902 dredging ceased al Flallsands but con-
tinued a few miles offshory for a further Lwo years from the Skerries Bank desoribed
as a natural bregkwater for the coastad villages in Start Bay, Damage Lo Flallsands con-
tinued untit it ecdminated 0 th 1917 disaster

The reaction of cortain of Lhe leading characters is interesting. There was much com-
ment about the greal restraint shown by the villagers although one, o Mrs Spital,
described patronisingly as ‘i hotusekeeper, an unedueated woman fwith! no resources to
g o law’ sprung o sarprise by issuing a writ, through hor solicitor, against the con-
tractor and a witness subpeena against the Board ol Trade [nspectar, The villagers were
blessed with a conscientious MP, Frank Mildmav and o sviupathetie Plymouth etvil
engineer, R, Hanstord Worth, who placed his professional exportise at the disposal of the
villagers mostly an an unpaid basis. It was a sign of the changing tintes, too, that the
Western Maorning News was able to launch a velief fund which vaised sullicient dona-
Livns from its readers to butld four new houses on the clilT top for dispossessed villagers.

The author Las prepared a veadable history of evenis relnting to the destruction of
the fishing village lrom primary and printed sources ard one cannot but foel sympa-
thy for his eemelusion that the State, despite baving paid some esmpensalion, still owes
w debt Lo the comimunity of Hallsands. The navrative iustrates the mechanies of cen-
tral and loeal government legislation and procedures in the particular cireumstances
at thal time and should provide a useful research tool.

0 6B Thomas
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The Story of the Theatre Ruyal Excter hy [Jick Passmore. The Mint Press 2002, x
118 pages. 138 illustrations, some e coloue, £17.99. ISBN 1-904356-21-0

The bulle of this iformealive and enjovable production vpens with tragedy awd closes
wilh what same nowadays would regard as faree, As a prologue, the author sets oul the
early history of the theatre in Exeler and does so withoul the muddle and contradic-
tions ol many earvtier aceounts. Phe histovies of the Seven Stars, the Walerbeer Strect
Theatre and ils suceessors in Bedford Cireus are woll sunumarised; and in the case of
the Waterbeer Strect Phealre throw light on national vighleenth-century allitades to
‘the stage’. The fivst Bedford Circus Theatre was destroyed by ftee in ER20. The seeond
sullered the same Fte in 1885, In keeping with the actor's regard lor superstition, a
third disaster wis Lo come.

The Hre of 1887 which destroyed not only Exelec’s newly established Theates Royal
but also many lives, is well deseribed and discussed; and, again, justifies mare than
local interest. T'he newly built Theatre Royval apeoed ils doors in 1889 tunduriusalely
misprinted s 18791 Frem then oo the hook comes into ils own, as does its authors
affection and respeet for his subject. Nol only is the theatre building deseribed in
detail, bul there are full aceonnts of its many varied productions, In view of their fame,
particular ablention ix paid tn the pantomimes. The performers are by o means neg-
locted. Some were well known locally; olhers were nofionally recognised ‘stars,
Leading flgures it the monagemont of the theatre are presented, bul not at the
cxpense of their front-ol-house and backsiage stalt, The more peripheral aspects deall
with inelude Excters theadre 'digs’ and the special transporl arrangemoents needed Lo
ensure that audiences not only arrived on time but alse returned home in safely and
eomiorl, The account of the confusion, contriversy and possible chicanery which fod to
the Theatre Qoyval's demolition in 1962 ix well presented and analysed. As an epilogie,
the auther discusses Lhe possiblity of a new thealye comparable to the Thealre Royal
being built in ihe ity cenlre. One again, this has implheations beyond Exeter.

Phere mre many lusteations, all of high guality and seme ineolowr Some might have
liked an index, but the lavk of ons 15w an extent compensated for by the systematic
manner inwhich the fext 1s orpanised. As the worl draws heavily ein the author’s mem-
ories and his colection of theatre memaovabilia, detailed references would be superflu-
vus [owever, there is a biblography [or those wishing to delve Birther

The reviewer understands that Dick Passmore is well-krown for his enthusiasm for
the Toeal thestre, but his zeal does nol overwhelm his objectivity. This is a comprehen-
sive, well-resenrchoed hool, and deserves a readership fur beyond Exonians secking na
more Lhan a trip down Memory Lane.

Sacdre Bhanji

Dartmoor Artists by Brian Lo Messurior Halsgrove and the Navional Park Authority.
2002, 144 pagges. Profuse eolour Mustrations, C19,9%5. [SBN 1 81110 165 8

Brian Lo Messurier's writings are well respecled by those ranging from the casual vis-
e to Dartmoor wishing to do some ‘homewerk” hefore setting out on a watk 1o those
wilth im endurving academic interest in Dartmones histary and topography. The work

under review vepresents o new approach. Various artists and their impressions of

Dartmoor are skifully and interestingly presented. Comparable earlier publications
are by no means as spenitic or as comprehensive as the ook under consideration.
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There being no ‘Dartmoor Schaal” Lo moaopolise the book, the author sels out his
artists in chvonological order. Most are painiers, but sculpturers, photographers and
lithegraphaers arve included. The Arsd section after the introduction concerns the early
visils by well-known actists o the {ringes of Dartmoor, These begin with that of John
Inigo Riclurds (PT31-18100 a former moember and later seeretary of the Roval
Academy and end with that ot 4 M. W, Turner 11775-155 11 Perhaps inspired by such
eminent coleagues, a number of loeal arlisis took te Dartiwor as a souree of inspira-
tion, These form the subject af Lhe next section, Possibly eoflecting his Laste, thoe review-
cr found this the most pleasing. Qlhers may well feel diffevently, and it is one of the
merits of this bool that ol are cadered for. Not only will each reader Goal his own
Ewvourite depiction of Dartmnor, bul, more to the point, he will be given the opportuni-
v to look further into the artist conecrned. The thivd section is devoled to thase fami-
s of artists who made a partiewdar reputation out of their paintings of Dartmaot, The
rrext two sections concern the arvival of the true Dartimoor Artist’. No longer regarding
the moor as al oceasional subject, a crenevation of artisis of various sovls developed
Dartmoor as their prime subject and used o viviery of media to depict what they saw
and fekt.

A book of this complexily and length deserves an index. The reviewer was glad to
find one. He was pleased to (ind also an ample bibHography, Theee is in addition a list
of artists with tenuous conections ta Dartmoor who may merit further study. This sece-
tian may also poink to the origin of the anattributed painting of Davtmoor hanging aver
the reader’s mantelpiece, The iHustrations, almost withoul exception in caloue, ave ol'a
hiph quality, Accounts of the various and many artists are largely blographical. Seime
may feel thal more attention should have been puid to analysing their slyvle wwd tech-
rique, bub this is not a publication intended primactly for art eritics. On the other hand,
they may well bencfit form veading it This boolk cun be highly recommended to
Libraries and individicds with an interest in Devon and Dartmoor in pavticular or in
landscape pamting in general,

Seelrie Bhanji

A River to Cross: o history of the Dartmeuth feeries, by Dovid Stranack.  Published
by the Dartmouth History Rescorch Croup in asseciation with the Dartmouth
Musenan, 20020 iv + S6pp IHustrated. €40 ISBN 1L 898011 21 8

David Stranark has amassed a wealth of information abaut the three Dartmouth Ter-
ries, [fe commences with the oldest [rom 1365, the lower lerey, shows how its work was
modified and complemented by the railway ferry and compleles with the history of Lhe
higher ferry of 1831, Fur the fower fercy the lnnding stages were at Kitlery Point on
the Kingswear side and Bayards Cove on the Dartmouth side, and the [urey traversed
one of the narrowest parls of the viver. Until 1840 the crossing was provided by vow.
g boats fov foot passengers only. bl ram then onwards a large oot capable of ear-
rying ane horse drawn wagon was provided. So the sedllement of Kingswear became
estublished on the southern side of Uhe Wolerhead Creek.

O the northorn side of the Waterhead  Oreek another ferey was eslablished from
oo Down Lo the New Ground at Davimouth in the seventeenth eetlury but s
ceased with the coming of the railway to Kingswear i 1861 We read how Lthe railway
Act made specific provisian for a (ervy serviee to be operated between Kingswear and
a station at Dartmouth that would have o landing place bit no adjacent railway traclk.
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Meanwhite, us in Lhe carly 1800s the pulling terry between Kingswear and Bayards
Cove could only carry one cart and harse agross the river, James Rendel was oxked to
prepare a plan for bridging the Darl between Dittisham and Greenway with o sus-
pension bridge. This propesal was unaceepteble i the landowner so Rendel proposed
3 ‘Hoating bridge’ — o steam-driven platform that would carry passengers and vehicles
across the river guided by chains with new appreach roads on either side of Uie river
This, the Higher Feery, hegan operalions in Angust 1831, and its designer buill many
such Terries and eventually became President of the Institution of Civil Engincers,

The difficollies 2nd dangers in the operation of all these fervies, and the names of ail
the prople and organisations tnvolved, have all been carefully detailed. On pages 7
and 19 the author has overlooked the fact that the railway bad not enly been built to
Newton Abbot, but had veached Torre. The author concludes the book by asking the
question whether a bridge should ever be built to Darimouth. Perhaps suech o strue-
ture would be both toe costly and intrusive for the charm of this aren. However this
book is very good value indeed,

AB.George

Devan Book of the Year

The Devon History Society selection panel tor the Devon Book of the Year had a diffi-
cult choice when they met on T August to view some thirly titles, which were pub-
lished in 2001 They finally made awards in three categories:

1. Generval Devon History. For a work which contribules in a new way to the under-
standing of the connty’s history: The evolution of the fishing village: tandscape and soci-
efy afong the south Docon coast, HO8E-1550, by Tlarold Fox, published by Leopard's
Head Press. Thisx work provides new insights into the carly development of many
Devon epaslal comumunitics,

2. Community History. Far & work which provides new insight into an individuad
Devan community, relating iU to wider trends: Vaiees of Morebath: reformuation and
rebellion in an English viflage, by Bamen Datfy, published by Yale University Pross,
While an academic work, this has been widely praised for the way in which it reflects
the impact of & turbulent period in Tudor history on a Devon communily. 1L alse reflects
the weallh of information which can be drawn from cthe study of a single source, in Lhis
case the churchwarden's accounts. Commended in Chis ealegory was Chronicles of the
Exenauth foreshore, weillen by James Saunders and published by the austhor This is
very much a one-man production, using deskiop publishing and disteibution in limited
numnbers vather than being conventionally published, but gathering Lopether o wealth
of inthrmation on the Exmouth fareshore.
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3. Special Topic. IFor a work which makes a conlribution to a specific aspect of
Devor's heviluge. Devon thatoh: an idustraded Wistory of thotcling and thetefed faiddd-
ings, by Jo Cox and John R.L. Thorp, published by Devon Books, This is a beaulifully
illustrated and  well-veferenced volume on Devon’s vernacular arehileclure.
Conuncnded in this category is Philip & Son Ltd shipbuilders and engineers by Derek
Blackhuest, published by Ships in Focus, an exbremely detaited aceount, of the work of
this Dartmouth fiem.

Thi awards were announced at the annual general meeting of the Devan History
Sutiety in Excler on 26 Oclober

Among the other works considered there were several millennium compilations by
individual communities which wrrived oo late to be considered [ last year's award,
for example The story of Weare Giffurd: a mallennium project weitton by the communi-
ty for the community. cdited by Keith Hughes and published by him, Memories from
the mill: « collection of historicel items of the hemiet of Hele, corapiled and published
by Mrs Paddy Marsh. Halsgrovee woere vesponsible [or a namber of well produced items,
unfortunately not indexed, such as The book of Ratfery: a portrait in words and pic-
{rres, compiled by the people of the parish, The book of Cullompton: celebrating a
Devonshire marhet town, compiled by the people of the pacish, and The book of
Hewvack, heart of the Blachdowns, compited by Brian Olist & Chreis Dracott,
Population and society inoan Iast Devon parish: veprocducing Colyton 1540- 1840, v
Pamukn Sharpe, published by the University of Exeten, was an exeellent acadernie
sludy of a well-documented community, Other lncal publications include: Sicdhimouth: the
rear vears, TU3D- 1945, compiled and published by John Ankins, and n pumphlet enti-
tled The refigions history of Bampton, Decan from Saxon times o the oentictl conti-
ry, by Tu] Francis, published by Fort Press. On a countywide level, the Mint Press with
the Conctse histories of Deeon sevies bas enlisted specialist historians (o present dif-
lerent periods of Devon's past in 2 novel pockel formad.

Among special lapics represented are: public houses: The Warren Howse Inn,
Dartmanr, by Tom Greeves and Elisabeth Stanbrook (Quay Publications), stag hunting
- The Tiverton Staghounds written and publizhed by Richard Lethbridge, spesdway
vacing - The story of Exeter speedioay, Volime 3: the Fadeons and the plioenix 195:4- 19644
by Tony Lethbridge (Ali-Kat Publications), vatlways — The Okelrempiion line: the
Sonthern Ratlway roufe betiveen Bxeter, Tuvistock and Phanawth, by John Nicholas and
George Reeve (lrwell Press,), the five services — Topshants burning! a short history of
the Topsham e and Rescue Service, by Colin Fiper (Topsham Muosewn Society), erick-
el - Three shades of green: the first century of the Decon Dumplings, (St Leonard’s
Press) | ma services - Lunedy poeckets, by Mike Tedstone UPwelveheads Press), smug-
gling - Smuprdingg on the Exmoor coast 1686 1850 by John Travis (Exmoor Sociclyy and
pottery, Candy Art pottery: o Ristory of art pottery manufactured at the Candy & Co feee-
fory, by Ian Turnes (Hillain Presst Allin all these represent a wide range of publicn-
tions from a great vaviety of publishers, The Decon bibliography 13 no longer publizhed
in printed formal but the issue for 2001 which listz a1l these tigles and more. can be
seen an Lhe Devon Loeal History website ol hhtpdwwwdevongovokdibrary/locstudy/
devhilitE html

feen Mexied
County Local Studics Librarian



NOTICES AND NEWS

[n his contribution in volume 65 of the Devon Historicn entithed “Che development of
Devan’s road system’, Brian George greatly regrots that in the Sourees of Relerence
and Suggestions for Further Readiug, while mentioning Devon Roads edited by
Michaol TTawkins, he omitted drawing atiention Lo chapter 1 loe which the copyright is
held by U BB Thomas, particelarly as he drew heavily from thal pacticular chapter in
the carly part al’ the paper.

Ottery St Mary celehratod 2002 by producihng the 216 page softhack Golden Jubilee
hook of Ottery 8¢ Mary | covering the years beltween Queen Victoria's Galden Jubilee
and thal of Queen Kitzabeth 110 Sponsered by Heritage lottery, Ottery St Mary Town
Cauneil, and East Deven Coundil, and produced by a team of souely memhers with
Hazel Abley as rescarcher and eompiler, the warle does nol purport to be a history, bul
rather a ‘pot-pouret of memories’. Most of Uhee 115 years are covered individually with
ilems of local or velevant national gews nnd many interesting pholtographs, adb very
atlraclively arrasged.

The Ottery St Mary Heritage Socioly’s programme of talks for 2003 inchudes:

Ron Saller History af the Devonshive Regiment APR 15
Tom Brooks An Intelligent Slone Ago Sacicty? Moy 20
Miss Peguy Conke The Village School GO Years Ago JUN 1T
Chris Wakefield A Fiold Trip JUL 15
Tom Coleman History of Devan Farmhouses SEP 16
Jim Hansen Royal Letlers OCT 21
¥rs Anne Willoughby Bxeter Cathedrad wilh special veference

to Grandisson NOV 15

Wembury Local History Society Progranume for 20005 includes:

20 MARCIE The Pelish Community — Joe Loosemeore
17 APRIL Field Avehacelogy in Souih Devon - Rebert Walerbouwss
15 MAY Film Show - presented by Souath Wost Film & TV Archive

18 SEPTEMBER History of Theatres in Plymouth -- Jan Haorrell
16 OCTOBER Hlalsands — Steve Melia
20 NOVEMBER  An Evening With Julian Richards - Julian Richards

Meotings are normally held in the Knight Boom, Wembury Memorial Hall, commene-
ing at 7.30pm.
Candacl: Hon Sece. Mrs 8 Johnson, (11752 8§63 252
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Ringmore Histovieal Society Programume for 2005 inchudes:

Weds 16 April: Agatha Christie - Literary daughler of seuth Deven
Tulk by Mr John Risden
Tues L0 June: Summer visil, te bis arranged.
Weds 12 November: AGM, elections, business, Lulk,
Further events to be announced in the Ringmure Newslatter,
The society, of Ringmore near Kingsbridge, also researches the history of the village.
Soeveral publications have alveady been produced.
Contact: Mectings nnd vigits seeretary Mrs M. Stark, 01548 §10324

Axminster Historical Society

Mrs Margaoret Dangerfield (01207 33328) has provided details of the socielys meet-
ings, which are held at the Masonic Hall, South Streel, Axminster at 7.30pm.

Those arranged For 2003 include:

Thursday March 6th After the AGM, Margaret aovd Jobhn DangevGeld will try to show
how two mon with strong Axminster connections were nationally sodl internationally
fimous in thelr chosen orea of study. Their subject is “The Centlomen Geologists of

Avininster’,

Thursday April 3rd Mrs Carolyn Keep will speak about "The Devon Gardens Trust,
which is concerned with the historie aspects ol gardens in Devon.

Thursday May 1st Glanvitle Magor will tell us about Brunels attempt Lo de some-
thing diffecent, in his talk abaul “The South Devon Atmospherie Railiay”
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Abridged Report and Minutes of the lthirty second
Annual Generul Mecting
held at the University of Exeter School of Education
on 26 October 2002

NB: the formnl Report and Minutes containing transceipts of the officers’ annual
reports will be available for inspection al the 2003 AGM ov may be inspected at rea-
sonable hours by appointment with the Henorary Secretary

Present: the Pregident, Dr W B Stephens, was in the Chair and members as listed i
the altendance register were present.

1, Apologies for absence were vepovted [vom Dr Sodeuw Bhanjis Mr J Diltey; Dr Harold
I, Mr R A Leleher; Professor Nicholas Orme; Mr Jolin Pike; Miss G I3 Westell and Mrs
P Wootton,

2. Mintutes of the last Annual General Meeting: the full Report and Minutes of the
thirty-first Anmual General Meeting, an abbreviated version of which had been printed
in The Devon Historian No 64, was approved by those present and signed by the
President. .

3. Matters arising out of the Minutes; the question of whether all Mombers could
use the County Heeord Office without paymunt in the same way as members of affiliat-
ed socivlies was said by the County Archivist not to be practicable al present.

4, Honorary Secretary’s Annual Weport: since the annual generval meeting held in
2001, the Council of the Society had met on three secastons and there had been two con-
ferences, The Spring conlerence wus held at Ottery St Mary and that in the Summer at
Buckiastleigh. These and the present AGM were arranged by Miss Elizaheth Maycock
to whom the Soviety owes a debt of gratitude.

On 4 May a small ceremony was held al Lee Mount in Copplestone o mark the fix-
ing af a plaque provided by the Society to commemaorate Ernest Bevin's stay there early
in his life. The provision and Bxing of the plague was arranged by Mr Rebin Stanes,
Beventeen books were submitled by publishers for review during the year and ol these
nine were reviewed in the Apeil and eight in the October edition,

Miss Lornn Smith had prepared an index in manuscrvipt fom for The Decon Historian
from 1969 to 200). This had been put on disk and sent to the printers (or a quotation.
It is hoped that the index will be sent out with The Devon Historian of April 2003

The Honorary Seeretary proposed and Mr Tony Collings seconded that My David Pike
should be appointed Auditor in accurdance with the Constitution for the peviod until
next Anuuat General Meeting,

This was approved nem con.

3. Honorary Treasurer’s Annual Report: in the absence ol the Honorary Treasurer.
his reporl was read by the Honarary Secretary.

Membership on 30 Septomber 2002 was: honorary Life menthers - 2; Hife members 15,
ordinary members 228; fumily members 29 making a total of 274, Affiliated societies
were 53 and corporate menbers 28,
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Referring to the financial veport;

2002 20017,
Iross income E4475.45 L47T6.6Y
Gross Expendilure E4867.15 LinTee
[ixeess of iIncome over expenditure 1108 .30 L704.07%

Building Seciety Aceonnt
Tranx=fer in £480.00
Interest £139.66
Carried forward 1o 20022003 £5173,35 plux £5081.37 with Building Seciely.

The Treasurer vepucted Lhal the Chavities’ Commission, in order to allow for a pre-
cipilate fall in Nunding, had suggested that charities should allow 2 safe balance
hetween ‘safe reserves’ and expenditire, say, between two and three. In the cuse of this
Soviety, the ratio for the previous year was 2:2.386.

The Treasurer did not suggest any increase in membership subseriptions at preseat,

6. Honorary Editor's Annual report: the Honorary Fditor reported that issues 64
and 65 were publised in April and October of this vear, She expressed the thanks of the
Society (o the Honorary Seeretarvy lor despatehing the 400 or =0 volumes twiee annualy,

A year ago Penwell, who had prinied the journal sinee 19848, censed trading during a
erucial production period of the April issue. The firm was able to deal with this and sub-
sequently a new vompany — Four Way Prinl — was established. This includes staft who
previously handled worle lor the Society so that continuity has been maintained. The
Cditor expressed thanks to all who contributed articles for The Decon Historian aind
also those who had provided the reviews of bonks,

She asked members to keep contributions coming and mentioned that the deadline
lar Lthe next edition is 30 Novembor

7. Election of President: the presiding Prosident, Dy W B Stephens, handed over the
chatmanship to the Council Chatrman for this item.

Mr Advian Reed suid that Professor Nicholas Orme has agreed to serve as Pregident of
the Society if elected.

My Reed proposed and Mr G I Quinn seconded that Professor Orme should be eloct-
ed President for 2 three vear terin trom the Annual General Meeting to he held in
October 2003

The proposition was approved nes con.

B. Election of Members of Couneil: the Honerary Secvelary reporied thal no nomi-
nations {or officers or other members of the Councit had been received. Four members
of Council (Messes Clist, Collings, Maxted and Stanes), having served for three yeavs
and retived under rule 4h) of the Constitution were re-clected as were the officers of the
Couneil.

Mrs Sheila Stivling and Professor Joyee Youings were conlirmed as co-opted members
of the Couneil.

9. Any other business: Mr Stanes said that. ay the placing of a plague o Brnie Bevin
L bewn considered a success, he thought a tucther plaque should he erecled, this timue
to Professar Hosking, Tt could be evected at three sites, nauely, 8t Leonavd’s Road,
Lyodburst Road or 8t Davids [Tl with a possible fourth, at Brampford Speke. Hu
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