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MEDIEVAL TAMAR BRIDGES

D. 1., B. Thomas

Rising in & marsh near Woolley Barrows in porth Devon the Tamar is arossod by 27 o
so bridges before it veaches the sea in Plymouth Sound. Youlstone Hun Bridge 1s the
first - no more than a culvert really - and Breunels Royal Albect Bridge the Last andd most
impressive, Roughly within the middle thivd of the viver’s course are six hedges with
strong medicval conneclions.

Diruxton Bridge (53X 3448835, which linles the pacishes of U Giles on the Heath and
Werrington, is the most northerly of these and is 2 four span masoucy areh bridgge foundd-
ed on rock with walls of uneowrsed random rubble. The three weslern avches ave semi-
cireular, the eastern arch scgmental and all have dressed granite vouzsoirs and rubble
vaults. Thue parapets oversiil the spandrels and the averall span s 29 vards (21,08m),
the width between parapels being L0 feel 6 inches (3.20m). This bridge s referred to as
Durkesonbrugge in the Cactudary of Lauticeston Priovy, 1370 TU was vepacted as being
in need ol repate ab the Epiphany Sesstons L6627 and, w 1809, James (reen, the
Surveyor of County Hridges, considered this to be'a very inferior sarl of Bridge'. [n 18627
the areh on the eastern side was in o had state and it was decided Lo take down and
vebuild it at a cost of 40, Dwring this operation the ahutment and pier were found to
be built of dry rubbte only and these had to be vebuilt al a cost of £25 before the new
arch could he lurned. The replacement avcly is E5 (et 8 inches (4.72m) span conpared
with that of ils predecessor al 10 feet 9 inches (3.28m0. In 19097 the parapets were
rebuill, at the same time giving a little extra road width, The mixlure of styvles - the
semiciren]ar arches with dressed granite voussoirs contrasting with the even number of
arches and the rubble walls - suggests a period of transttion from medieval to post
Reformation so thal the present structure could well have been buill early in the six-
teenth century. ’

Just over a kilomelre dowastream from Druxton and Lo the novth-east of Launeesion
is Higher New Bridge (8X 349867} so called to distinguish it from New Bridge in
Gumnistalke. Since 1985 it has carried a layhy alongside the Holsworthy to Launceston
road LA3BE). It is a three span masonry arch bridge built of squared granite rubble. Each
pier face has pointed culwaters that ace carvied up Lo the parapels to lurm reluges, The
arches are nominally semicivevlar in shape but rather ivregular, particularly the centee
arch which has a pointed shape with a rounded crown, something that might have hap-
pened during construction ;" during its subseguent 1ife, All arches spring from mould-
ed imposts and are built in three orders, the outer ring oversailing and the middle ring
chamfered. There arve square putlog holes above the imposts which would have sup-
ported the arch eentaring during construction. There s an additional Goed arvely, seri-
circular in shape, on the Cornish bank. Fach face has a string course, The parapets are
12 inches (308mm) wide and the copings are deep chamtered granite replaced in places
by rectangular conerete and stome on edge. The overall span is 31 yards (28.34m} and
the widih between parapets 11 feel 8 inches (3.58m). The depth of the refuges is 4 {ieet
& inches (1.37m).

Henderson and Coates (1328)" states that ‘Netherbridge over the united slreams
{Attery and Tamar} has disappeared’ and goes on to refer to the present New Bridge.
Mudge's 1809 08 Map shows and names ‘New Bridge’ and, about H00 metres upstream.
i further bridge named as ‘Nether Bridge'. There appears to be no instance of use of the
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The parapets were rebuill in 1842% when, alter just having heen renewed by William
Nicholson, they were washed away in a flood. Nicholson guick!y sot to and restored the
work he had just completed and was awarded his costs, which amounted Lo £33, 195 Gd
{£33.86), by the court.

Summarising, Druxten, Polson, Greystone Bridges and possibly Horse Bridge crossed
the Tamar as early ax the fourtcenth contury. There is no evidence that any of the first
three was a masonry arch bridge then but, o the basis of the style of its land arch,
Horse Bridge probably was. Higher New Bridge, probably, and New DBridge i
Ciunnislake, certainly, were built in the sisleenth century and are unlikely to have been
preceded by earlier structures. Horse Bridge and New Bridge were damaged in the sev-
enteenth century during the Civil War and the superstructure of the former was prob-
ably reconsiructod towacds the end ol Lhal century.
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case, oni: would have expected to find similar stones on the downstream side.
There are similar stones on New Bridge over the River Lynhor 18X 347681
antd Flenderson & Coates {1928) suggests Lhat there may he some connection
with a salmon weir or stakes net.
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botany. e wiole prodigiously on scientific and medieal subjects. He exploved on the”

Darling Duwns in Queenstand fin 187 1), in Tasmania and Soath Australin and travelivd
to Nurlolk [ziand and New Zealaned, Elo wrote about tetanus and developed o lurge med-
icat practice. e became a champion for the establishment of a Faculty of Muedicine ot
the University of Sydney aod was appainted one of the first members of its Ifeutty

Bennetl’s life was one of an ambussador between the worlds of elinical medicing and
matural science. Fle was appointed ax the Diest Secretary of the Australian Museum. One
af his greatest seientific contributions was his study ol Lhe platypus, and his delinealion
of the mysteries surrounding the births of hoth marsupials and monatremes, He was the
firsi Lo demonstrate that platypus eges could be fournd in the oviduet of the Hiving erca-
Lure (Bennetl, 188417 Many honours were bestowed upon Bonnett. Hle was awarded an
Flonorary Doclorate of Kedicine from the University ol Glasgow (1859 and the
Fellowship of The Zoologieal Society of London which Tatter budy also awarded him its
Sitver Medal fin 1862). Bennell died in Svdney on 29 Seplember 18403, OF hig many
memorials perhaps the most beaudiful is Bonnett’s Ash ol New South Wales and
Queensland, Fiindersia bennettiona (Peam, 1990, 17-180"

Dr Charles Briphtly Prentice, (1820-1894)"

Charles Brightly Prentice was to heeome o greally respected medieal practitioner in
Brishane, from the time of his emigrabon ta Australio efrea 18635, After appreaticeship
as o surgeon he wag admitted as a Dicenbiate of the Sociely of Apothecaries of London
fin 18471, and therealter practised in Exeter, where bis flest wife died.

Prentice is best remembered for his contribubions o natural history (Pearn, 1990, 108
A keen hotanist and zoologist he collected thronghout Queensiand and became a regular
contributar to the meetings and publications of The Royal Socicty of Quesnsland, His
particubar interests were ferns wnd grasses; and it {5 pacticularly fitting tad the grass
spiecics, Qe prenticeanton, is one of his soveral living memorials,

Charles Prentice combined the joys of elinteal practice and the promaotion of al] that
is highest in the profession of medicine with the Lotherance of scientilic kiowledge in
his chogen antipodean fand. He was appointed as a Member of the Queensland Medieal
Board, a body establishml ta supervise the vegistration and ethies of Queensland doe
tors (Gibbney and Smith, 199505 The heautiful Nocth Queensland Fern, Asplenium
premticer, alse records his life and warks (Pearn, 1990, 109

I Walter Balls-Headley (1841 -1919)

D Walter Balls-Headley was one of the leading abstetvicians in Australia in the nine.
teenth contury (Macdonald, 1969077 A tall, eourtly and prepossessing wan, he must
lave lell that his oviginal surname, ‘Balls’, was unheiilting to a professional gentloman,
vsprcially ane who was to become one of the nation’s senior consuliants in obstetrics and
pynneeology. Barly in his professional life he changed his surname to ‘Balls-Headley'.

Balls-Neadley performed one of the first cuesarean operations in Australia /Forster.
18205, and was appointed President of the Section of Obstetries and Gynacenlogy at
the: Intereolonial Medical Congress held in Sydney in 1892, He published the Gest major
gynaeeotogieal texthoek in Auslealia. o warle entitled *On [nternal Tuinmours thetr chae-
acteristic distinctions and diagnosis”

[n 1907 Dr Balls-Headlev rebiened to BEngland to practise in Bidelord. He leit no
children; but it is fitting that his name is perpetuated in the beautifal Medinifte ufls-
heaclevi whose while and pink Rowers are Lo be found growing noir water in Lhe
mountain ranges of tropical North Queensland,
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Dr Arthur George Harrold (born 1918)

One of the greal issues in the twenty-frst century is the preservation of the eaviran-
ment and its prolection rom continued degradation. A significant antipodean chwomgi-
on ol ecoprotection is Arthur George Harrald, wha was born on 10 October 1918 at
Braunton in Devon. He was educated al Hactford and gradeated in medicine from
Cambridge University and ab S5t Barthmamew's Hospital in London,

After war serviee with the Royal Nove Dr Acthar Flarvold emigrated to Ausivalia
where, sinee 1961, he has coltected and identified some 800 species of flowering plints
aned ferns [rom the coastal lowlands of south-enstern Quecnaland, He founded the Noosa
Parks Associabion in 18962; and in the fiee of the threat of great predation and polential
diestruction of native habitats, his significant advocaey Tweiped establish and preserve,
for postievity, the Cooloola National Parle. One of his published worles, Weldfateers of the
Noosa-Conloole Arew, is a velerence Lext for all who Jove the unspailed parts of the
Australian bush.

{n 1993, the Queensland batanist, e LW, Jessup named the new spectes Symplocos
frarroldif in his honour - o fitting commemoration of the services to envirenmental pro-
tection of a former Devon sou.

Devon's song include agwreat many famous names, of those who have pone oul across
Lhe world and have thetr grand meworiads, filting tributes Lo the progression of
humankind. To these might be added, i lwoubler vein, the Horal memworials of these
[levon dactars whose Hves bloom afreash acinss Lhe world.
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Major General John Pearn ig the former Surgean Generad ol the Australinn Defence
Force;, awml in his eivilian life is the Professor of Paediadeies and Ulald Health qod
Plepaly Flead of the School of Medicine at the University of Queensland..

Flo is sumetime Prestdent of the Australian Society of the History of Muedicine wid a
member of the Executive of the International Society of the History of Medivine, Tle is
the authar of some fifly articles and Afleen books on the history of health both m the
Crnited Kingdom and in Australia, He has specially inderests in medice] botany and fox-
watapy and m the history of botany oz this appiies to medicine,

Hlis name Pearn’ is From the Cornish “Trospearne’, the ‘place of the thorn bushes. THs
ancestors, of Lhe Hele kindred, are from Thvistock in Deven and from Landeake and
Hoscastle in Cormwall,

LIFE IN DEVON IN 1813

John Pike

Mr Adan Penner of Sidmuouth, in his professional life as a solicitor, came across a letler
writken by Matthew Skinner from Broadwondswidger Lo lis son, “Mr John Skinner
Carpenter’ i Lovudon in 1813 [ is marked wilh the post-lown ‘Oakhampton 198 and
has the postmark B Mar 1813 but it i the account of Mallhew's clreumstances at the
Lime which renders the document worthy of wider attention. Okehampton had goodd
commudications with Exeler from early times! and from 1760 was turapilsed® How the
letter reached there must be conjecture. From 1604 amwards all schoolmasiers had Lo
he lieensed by Lhe bishop (until then they were licensed by the church anthaorities: so
Lhat the carliest informalion is in the DHocesan Records; it bas net bueen possible Lo
cheek these for this parish but it is clear {rom Matthew's handwriting that he had been
tanghi well and wrote with assurance and that his spelling and grommue was reasan-
able (it is transeribed here as writtend,

Lear Son |

! Should haee write you before but iqve been expecting to see you §lieed o fetter from
Thos from Powderfiaim Castle before Christmas wheretn he mention of o young nian
Shapmete of yours Calling on Mr Hall & fold him that you intended Coming Down

aboted Christimas vou & o wife he expectd wordd be before thet Hne el §f so | hope

youe have teken Care to make o good Choiee wehich fca very Preccarions fsicl Motter (o

Dee [do] et this tinwe to git o Virtwous Woman, which if o man Dovs wor it is better for
hini to e burid o life. T Reet e fetter tast week from Thoo he ds in goud Health & e his
sttration thus far very well < but Ll assare [he sl uses the old sivle 'ss'| vou theat |
am b @ very gread loss for wanf of dim & what §shadl Due ldo| for ceant of Tim I Cannot
fell vou forr fassure vou that Tam so el of o Cripple with the Ruennddics {sivl in my
right Pinbone an aeross iy Kidneys that sometimes I Cannet Stand upright & [ Don't
ehink that [ shall coer git better rother worse qu 1 it ofder - Me Halls wife is brought to
bod of a Daughter about o fortndsht agone & is i gaod Health & ikeeise Mr Hall &
his Hittle Bov, TIve o fetter fust week from vour brother Matth™ from Esg” Stackivouses
af Penelervas - fie s reifie & Bible bov are in goad Headth - he wos honte aned Stay with
bme| 10 Davs aftor he feft Kag' Dunetls Seevice, Eihink they used Jim dl after liveing
reith Bim for so mcny years, e pever wondd fed v go prom him 8 such times as fils
Seat wes Complratd which [ alieays toldd by wondd be the Cose when his turn was
Serve.  dont think be fikes his Sftuation very weell oo werites me thet i is very Course
Country cond eorry fhing very Dear mecing fo the miners, fuell vory searce - his masfer
arnd mistress seenrs (o didiove verv aed! thus for, they are loege Gardens aned rather ond
of Oreder they are poing 1o Plant a Vast Quantity ax much axowill be Compleatl in 3 or
A years xo if he Bemaines tere e is In the midst of it again - he savs it s unpleasand
the howse he Hves i is a Quarter of @ mile from the Gardens - my ofd friend Mr Basteolt
af Broadwoodtown s confingd fo fiis bed & T Dont think he will ever gif ond mers he s
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GROWING UP IN PLYMOUTH BEFORE THE SECOND -
WORLD WAR

Andrey Deacon

On arriving ab Plymouth by Lrain one sumimer evening in 1927 my pavents and [ {aged
ten yenrs) loaded vurselves and our luggage into a decvepil horse drawn cab - surely
Lhe Last of its kind - o go to arented house where we were to live for the next lwo years
or so. [Lwonld provide me with my first experience of ¢lectric Tight and of @ bathrosin
butlt as at integral pact of the stracture,

Plymauth at that time, although a county borough, was s1it plainty bosed on the
Wiree Lowns - Plymauth, Stonchouse and Devonport foriginally Pocko- and there were
firms trading under such names as “Three Towns Dairy'. Plvmouth, which grew up
avound Sutton Peol, had = long and chegquered history, including at least one devastat-
ing fire-raising raid from Britlany in the sixteenth centory, Dralee's fonous game of
bowls an the Hoe, and the fnal departure of the Pilgrim Fathers in the Mavilowen The
centre was still a maze of varrow streets, Inrgely destroyed in Lhe bombing of 1947, but
in the Lwenties and thivties subjeet o munumental traflic jams on Saturday marnings.

Devanport (the new name conterred un 'Oock” by George TV in 1824) was predomi-
nantly naval, with the Dockyird ns fls main source of employment. Some of the ohder
streets, daking [rom the eighteenth or carly nineteenth century, had wide roadways
between dignificd houses Taced with small square or lezenge-shaped slates, sometimes
in patterns of varying colours, Stonchause, huilt by the ereek ol that vame, i ils tivnae
hiwl hawed @ certain stvle, with substantind Regeney and William [V houses, Benjamin
Bobert Havdon, the painter, describes how fu 1798 he and a fellow schoolboy tonk ol
their hats to Nolson, who reteened their grecting, But by the 1920s the main thor
onghlare, Union Street, had lonumerable public houses and a few rather dim littke cin-
s and theatres, plus tattooing parlours, greasy-smelling cooked-meal shops and so
v Al Three Towns wore severely damaged by the 1391 bombing.

[ was enrolled as a day-pupil ab a school (or givls only) run by French nuns of the

tesuling Order, who had been obliged to leave France in the carly vears of the centu-
vy, sinee they were ua longer allowed to toach - their prime function, The lessons were
all in English, with Eoglish mistresses brought n to teach madbematics and daneing.
Maost of the two hundred givls were not Roman Catholie, but this presented no prob-
lems, since religious instruction was limited to study of the New Testament, Catholic
sivls having additional lessons separately. There wore a few hourders, including from
time to time Freneh girls sonl to improve theiv English, and for a longer time Lwo
Russian girls whose parents had Hed with them trom the Revolution - then only about
len years ago. As in other schools we were required to wear Lhe standard Mue serge
gym tunic - and in oonr case could be vequired to kneel down to make sure that it
reached the nee. Blaek stockings, lvlt hals in winter and straw hals in summer were
all part of the uniform.

Among spreial features were the entertainments provided on '‘Open Davs” Tor the
delectation. of pacents, The main item would consist of & nacvative danec, to the aecon-
puniment of French lyries sung hy another group of gitls. An example was e depiel-
ing seenes in the life of strange Lirds Cowrfis Blares: for this we wore surplice-like
muslin garments with musiin wings attached to shoulders and wrists, white stockings
and a large bow of while crepe paper sianding erect on owr heads. [t waes a paet wular

[XLF]

e

Joy at rehearsals to wateh the headmistress in her black habit and starched wimple
rinsing her skivts (showiog her Liltle black boots) Lo demonstrate Lhe way i which we
were o hop, The programme would alse incdude some rather charminyg Breton tatk-
songs (8t Ursula, the patroness of the Order, had been a Breton princess).

A very special accasion in 1981 was the quincentenary of the death of Jdoan of Are,
This might have been considered an cmbarrassing evenl, sinee she died, of course, .
the hands of the wicked Englizh. On the contrary - woe all learoed, and sang with gusto,
the words of the Mearcle Lorraine, which reeounts the stary of Lo Pucefle (Lhe maiden),
relerring Lo her as a white dove and to the ifvench in Lerms of victory and glory, The
climax wews & tableau with a sentor givl (actiuably from Chile) standing on a ladder hold-
ing alofl Lhe French tricobour - reginedless of the Fact thal it owed its existence {o the
French Revolution some five centovies futer

In the folowing year the school was cused, the reazon being twolold: Lthe buildings
and plaving-lield were required by the then Roman Catholie bishop of Plymouth for a
boys' sehool then housed in wisatisfetory accommodation in a run-down area; and the
French government of the day relaxed the ban on ithe nuns to the extent of allowing
them to teach provided they wore ordinary modern clothes (iheir habit could he worn
at offduty” thaes), T had of course to start at o different sehoul, which as befor
invelved i lwentyaminute walk twiee cach way every day, since in those days everyone
wend hutte B lanch. On wel days one could take a bram - moch Larger and mwore come-
lnetabte (with upholstered seats) than any [ had scen belve. Sehonls, like evoeryone
clae, worked on Swturday mornings,

On Saturday altenoons in summer innumerable Bamilics sot olf fur prenics, gning by
motor-boal across the Sound Lo such places as Bovisaod en the Dovon side and
Cawsand on the Cornish side. Loaded with sandwiches, thermos fasks of Lo, bathing
suits and towels, in some places they Faced a hilly walk of & mide or so, followed hy
descend ol g steep ¢lifl path. in order o reach o sandy beach. We nsed Lo go Lo the
Cornish side, either by motor boal isubjecl quite frequently to bhrealkdowns: or more
prosatcally by an elderly =mall <teamboat. the Armadiflo, rom Admirals’ Fard,
Stonehowse, Lo Cremyll and then on by hus, (This was the erossing to *Cribly’ which
Celia Fiennes, going by o (vrey rowed by several men, described as alarming and dan-
gorous,!

{t was easier to get to Darimaar by bus or foeal train which wenl as o as
rimeetinen, stoppirg ab large villiges and even thaits” which pul one down dircedy on
tle moorkand. '

The Hoe was of course within walking distunce, and very agreeable, with views of
Mrakes Island, the Bddystone Lighthouse in the distance, and the Breakwater, con-
stracled in the early nincteeath century. In earlier years storms could be disastrous -
Lhe worst being the terrible one of 17003, vividly descrtbed by Detoe oA Foae of the whole
LIsleenef of Gread Britain, Transatlantic liners often anchored i Ciowsand Bay, and Len-
ders went oul from Millbay Docks Lo take off mails s passeinsers wishing to complete
their journey by rail.

EBach January T was taken Lo the Barbican district ta sce the heering fishing fleet,
mooredd double or triple-banked along the quey at Sutton Paol - the original harbour
of Plymouth, below the seventeenth century Clitadel AL that time the feel used to fol-
low Lhe shoals vy thetr regulos vovage round the coasts: amang them might be a few
French hoats, which also camie in suniper, catehing among other things spider-crabs -
despised by the Englich but vatlued by the French.

For enterlainment there were various cinemas, some large and considered hiaurious,

i)
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The old Theatve Royal - dignified but shabby - was losed lor muach of the year, open-
ing only for visils by touring companies such ss Sir Frank Benson’s specialising in
Shakespem {1 went to see this onee or twice in a schaol groupi, or an preasianal bal-
let or opria. | vemember looking down at rows of seats covered in (uded gold-coloured
plush, cach with a cenival bald patch like 2 tonsure. Emergeuey lighting in the corri-
dars was provided by flickering fishiail jets which musi have dated from the carliest
duys ol gag-lighting. We were alse tudten Lo the annual performances ot a lbeal amateur
symphony orchestra: this was Jong bofare the present system ol visits hy touring
arehestras. The Palace Theatre provided mosthy 'variety’ progrannnes, and pantomimes
at Christmas. A theatre al Devenport was used by visiling variety solo performers and
hy the Yoeal Gitbert and Sullivan sociely. There was a small hut thriving repertory the-
atre, whose premises were somelimes used by amatear dramatic societies - as was a
small private theatre situated, vather oddly, in the Royal Marvine Barracks. For winter
alternoms there were country wadks through such villages ws Tamerton Foliot, and
others from S Budeaux or Crownhill - 2 good pretudis e going home to tea and erum-
pets by the e
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RELIVING THE PAST

The Payhembwmy Milleanium Community play
‘Parson Terry’s Dinner® and other stories

Robin Stanes

In the year 2000, o0 thicee June evenings in succession, this viltage was full of people
wandering purposclully about. Seme fairly odd and unusual things were going on, in
soven different plwces. Phey formed part of the community play, based on the history of
the village, in which about 120 villagoes Lok part.

[n Payhembury’s fourteenth contury church dhe pulpilt was aceupicd by Lhe viewr the
Rev. Robert Terry, preaching a Chrstimas seemon, I was Christmas doy 16340 He was
dressed in appropriate sevenleenth century parsons ‘bands’ and black vestments, and
was preaching te a good congregalion, many of whom wore the traditional Puritan
broad white collar Towards the end ol the sermon Rebert Tovey incautiousty referred
to King Charless ‘murder’. At that there were loud and inereasing shouts of dissent
lrom sume of the congregation. These rose Lo a pitch and, in the end, the ‘Puritans’ in
the congregation, tod by Mujor Sanders who lived o the villige, rase to thebr leet and
putled the parson out of the pulpit and manhandled him vut of the church. Not content,
with that, they followed him next door to his vicarage and into his parlour. There, [aid
out on the table, wios Hev Terev's Chetstmas dinner, food and drink in some abuandanee
ineluding plum pudding”. All 1his Major Sanders and his followers, broad white
Puritan eollars much in evidence, proceeded Lo cal with enthusiasm and avelamation,
Lhe rest of the congregation looking vn with herear through the window,

{This ‘Lrue’ atory comes from the Rev Walleors "Sufferings of the Clergy’, an aceount
ol persecntions and dispossessions of Anglivan elevgy in the Civil Ware perimil. The Rew,
Hobert Terey was the Nirst of four Terry vicars of Payhembury, The last of them, the Rev.
essiter Terey also appears in once of those playvs.s

Outside the chureh, in tront of the WAR MEMORIAL. a fairly sombre seene was being
enacled, the dedieation of the memorial in 1922, Those whe altended all wore black
“widows weeds's the nanmes of all those commemeorated vn the memorial were read oud.
‘Abide with me’, “Tipperary” and "Pack up your troubles” were sung and The Last Post
was sounded. The Nationdd Anthem was sung. A telegraph boy on a bike, in post vftice
vatlorm, arvived with the [earliud and ominous vellow telegran This he delivered to a
mother with her two ¢hildeen, who burst inte tears, and the church bell tolled o mul-
fled piral

(Village momory in part)

Nearby, in an old-lishioned ofl lamped facmhouse kitchen, Waorld Ware Two EVAC-
URES fram London were being introdoced Lo thelr mostly unwilling hosta, They were
interrupted by the wireless on which M Churchill could he henrd. "We shall fight on
the heaches, we shall never survender” The evacuees were bemused ind bewildered,
the hilleting officer was fivm and. in o time shift, remembered her own expervienees of
bitleting and separation from her fonily, The father of the house was persuading his



two unwilling children to share their rooms with the neweomers, that it was necessary
for the war eftort. His mother, a very grumpy granny, was laying it down that she would
share her bedvoom with nobody, but nobody!

iBvacunees were billeted in the village in the war, There were tensions. The vest is
irnaginalion)

Rather more chearfully, but poinfuily, anather two village dramas were being acter
oul. One old villager, MR AYRES. is cutting sticks for kindling and cursing and moan-
ing because of his agonising thumb. poisoncd by 4 thorn that he could not remove,
picked up while hedging. The doctor arvived and Lokd him to grin and bear it, it would
burst in the end. Whereupon the old hedger laid his thumb on a chepping block and eut
it off with one blow of his billheok!

A neighbour, a MR PHILLIPS, then appears, eursing a tot of chikdren who run oft. He
has heen driven from his house by children climbing on the low-slung thatched raof
and dropping stones down his chimney on to his open fire where he is cooking his din-
nerlt Uis dinner splashed all over him and scalded him!! The thateh on his hause came
low dowr aver the eaves so that children could easily get on to the roob

(Village stories collected tn 1977 for & Jubilee book)

-

Up at the Chureh of England village school, built in L850, the schookmaster s heing
put through his pacess by a SCHOOL INSPECTOR: the very upper class Colonel
Zavkingom. This is the period of ‘Payment by Results”, wheu the teacher’s work and his
pay were assessed by inspections of the schoal and its children’s performance. Here the
teacher had & bad repord the previous vear, sud lost same =alary, and in this inspection
he is plagued by one bad boy. who is sent oul but retuens wearing a fox's mask from o
recent kil of the huat, He gets a good thrashing. The colonel, zided and abetted by the
vicar, the Rev, Messiter Terry, queries the children's work and allendanee ‘working on
the faem all the time, that's all they're gond o', Coe gird has heen kept down a year
tor pocns work and her meother pleads for ber The viear and the ealonel then set off for
funeh at the vicarage, The vicar has an exvellent cuok,

(Therve is some memory of the fox.s mask. The Rev Messiter Terry, by reputation and
Prom asurviving letter, ate enormously, liked his drink - be kepl, so it i= sid, 2 bottle
in the reading desk in the church,- and admired the girls.).

Opposile the schonl iz Pavhembury Gavage, Onee this was a carriage works whoere
carts and wagons were made by the Peacey family. ‘This s the scene for an argument
ahoud the merits of the CAR versus the HORSE AND TRAP The buteher, ‘Butcher
Marker, had the first car in the village, Both horse and trap and an old towing car
visit the garvage, the drivers dressed for the period. There is an argument; the Lrap
drives off, bul the car won't start, to muoch amusement. This must have heen the souree
of an tmmense number of pub arguments,

Lastly, at Cokespull, just outside the village, CIDER is being made; the surviving
cider press is extracling the kast juice from the theese ol apple pubp. This is a ravcous
drunken occasion, as the men seem to swing Lo and ivo on Lthe lever of the press, Cider
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is still made here in the old way, and for the play there was a lol of it about!! A young
woman, the wife of one of the workmen, appears, demanding his presence back at home
as the baby is sick. He is reluctant, but after o lot of argument eventually soes. The
farmer, his boss, had promised him the lease of an old tumble down cottage, so Lthat he
and hiz missus and child could leave the erowded cottage of his mobher-in-law whers
they now live. The tarmer is angry at his leaving work and tells him he can forget ahout
the cottage, whereupon the young wife turns on the farmer snd curses him for the way
he treats his men,

(Imaginary, though the cider press is real and working still, and then there were no
counci) houses.),

These were vur seven pluys, some not strietly historical, bul likely enough, If they were
ol trie they wore good steries | S1 non e vero, ¢ ben trovate!)

Each play Jasted ten minoles or 80 and had a cast of up to 20 people, (in the Lhe
church} so thal i the end some 120 villagers, including a lot of children, Look part in
the plays. The oldest performer was 77, the youugest 5.

The plays were performed no less than seven times cach evening, for three evenings,
so there were twenty-one performances in all, Hard wark!

IL never rained!!

Sume ‘high tech” was involved!! To get the chureh bell rung at the vight point, an
abserver raised his hand at the eritical moment; another observer in the church porch
pulled o string attached o the leg of the vinger hall way up the ¢hurch towor!

There were no seripls for the plays. Everyont: knew how the play was to go and what,
roughly needed to be said, so that we made up our own seripl, we knew the plot hut
the: aetual words diffored on each ovcasion. Actors responded to the situation in diller-
enl ways, the words they spoke were their own and reflected how they would have fuoll
andl thoupht in the imaginary circumstances.

The audience came from all avound, all the ‘actors’ persuaded their relatives and
friends to come and it was advertised. Tiekets took the form of a programme deserib-
ing each play and giving the cast. Roughly 100 were sold on the fivst two niphts and
180 on the last night. The audicace gathered on the green and were divided inle seven
parties, each with o leader” to guide them around and explain what was going on.

There were other thimgs going on. A matareyelist in 1950s gear wearing pougles rode
through the village on an anctenl motorbike asking the way, Other ald ears were in evi-
denee, Some stray sheep were being tended on the green by a farmers wife. A small
dance band, the Payhembury Stompers, played 1940s wmusic and twa local girls, the
seams of their ‘nylons” pencilled on their calves, lengingty jived to the musie, thinking
of the American dances they had been to at the airfield nearby.

At the end of the seven performances each evening, all the cast and all the audience
gatherad an the village green where there was a dais and a backdvop showing all the
stories. We ull danced a civeular dance singing wilh enthusinsm, to the music of the
band, the sung written for the nceasion ‘the Gitt of Payhembury” This was led by a four-
teen-yeqr-old girl with a startlingly powerful soprano voice. Then there were fireworks!

Al this derived ultimnately from one man's enthustasm. This was John Somers, who
is o leetorer in drama at Exeter University and lives in the parish. He had always
wanted to do a 'community play’ and this was really ‘his baby’. Fle had contacts and
resources Lhat helped immensely, but it was his enthusizgsm, vision, understanding and
drive that made it all work.
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The initial mectings to devise Lhe plays were ot well atlended really, and no one
knew who would come Lo see the plays. Some prople were keen from the word Yo, sorme
had to be deagged in, but as we became familiar with aur fellow actors in vehearsads,
and got to know what we had to do and say, enthustasm grew.

In the event b was immensely enjovable to do and, so we were tald, goed to watceh.
The grompy old grandma was told in an Ottery shop later, by somaeone she didn't Know
ab all “Quile vight, dun't shave your bedraom with any of those children’.

IL is hard to deseribe the effeet the play had on us. A video Lhal was made of Lhe
whole thing does not do it justice. A questionnaive elicited some remarkable replies, T
wanted Lo write and tell you how limtastic I, and evervone | have apoken Lo, though,
the play was. Ufell very moved by the whiole play, and the tinale evoked real emotion
in me’. Thal was from a member of the avdience, Cast members (et much the same,
they mek and worked with people Lhey often had never, ar barely, met before, to o com-
nion purpose. ‘Participating was a rea) heartswarming experienes, Priends who came
to the play were very euvious of us Hyving In a community that conld produce such gual-
ity moving, driuna gieces and that such talent shogdd be i such a small place. Lam
proud Lo be part of a community that can arouse such passion. Curtously Twas aware
of & sort of {ove For al) those who took parl. Fogether we had made it aid work”

This is in fact o very ordinacy vilage, the ustti] mixture, as inomost Devon villages,
old inhabilanis mostly living in couneil houses, who have lived here all their Bees and
don™t. want any change, farmers, often on farms their familics have owned for two ar
thrie gonerations, a few professional working people living in old houses, who have
found o goad place Lo live, and, more recentby, newcomers from ‘up country” in new
houses with no raols in the place at oll, often working miles away, some treating the
place as a dormitory and tuking no part in vilage life, some involved from the start,

The vilkage is not particulavly community minded, it has g well-used parish hall, a
gchoul, a shop, and two garages, and an it attended chareh, with a vicar shared with
twa other parishes, There are dinces, and whist drives, and an over-sixties club, and
indoor bowls, and a goud vouth club and the like. There are also some Yow key but
strong feuds and enmitics

Sumehow the play ‘struck o chord’ that we coubd all vespond to, and it made ng, willy-
nitly, rather more of o community than we had been. We had shared in and enjoyed the
making of something very worthwhile,

(Robin Stanes does not reveal which partts) he played in the production - Bd)

24

REVIEWS

(Beaders are advised that opinions expressod by reviewers ave their own aad not
necessarity Lhose of the Editor or of the Devon History Society as a wholis

Lundy Packets by Mike Tedsione. Pwelveheads Press. 2001, 104 pages. 100 Hiustra-
tiong, U200 [SBN O 9068204 47 9,

Hssentially this is the story of the mensures taken by successive owners of Tundy to
ablain a vegular service of mail aud supplies for the island. 1L begins in the middle of
the nincteenth century with the Heaven (amily followed. relatively briefly, by the
Chesties and then the Hirmans and ends Loday with the Landmark Trust/Nutional
Trust. The vessels used in this service are deseribed and are seen to change in Lype as
their purposes alicr, Surprisingly. the first vegudar ‘packet’ was a small culler, the
Goannet, which served the island under sail until 1911 when the owner, Captain Darle.
put in a moter and asked for an inerease in the Hayval Mail subsidy. The eontract,
aceordingly, was pul out Lo Lender and won by the ovwners of a sleamer, the Devonia,
active until 1334 when the Novy took over, Aller the wine the converted mator {ishing
drifter Lerinn sorved tor thirly years until no fonger seaworthy, Thare tollowed a five-
year interval whon the mail was carvied by air ustil 1955 when unother converted
fishing boal, the Lundy Gannet, vesunod a regular timetable of visits o the island,
But the need for a larger vessel with greater carrying enpacily Jed in 1971 Lo the
introduction of a former Greenland conster, venamed Polar Bear, Lo be veplaced in
L986 by the present packel, the Oftferburg.

The Heaven family scem Lo bave been content with a mail service under sail bt
then there were other ways open 1o et letters to the mainland. From the beginning
of the last century excwrsion steamers [requently cnime Lo the sland, and shore visits
lrom their passengers becanwe aceeptable, There were londing eharges, paid by the
companies, and no doubt goad business was done in Uhe food and drink irade. Firos
such as T and A, Campbell nade abtractive coastal vovages by paddle steamer and
Lundy was a favourite destinalion. These cruises remained popular between the wars
but were resumed on o mich smabler scale after 1945, By the 1980 they were no
longer of overall significinee in Britain, Theve was a revival of inlerest in them in
some localities in Lhe middle of the deende, ineluding the north Devon eoast, inspired
targely by the desire of enthusiasts to preserve some working paddle steamers. Al
that time the denbyrg had come into service as a ship thal could earry about 200
passengees and some arvangemedts on competition beeame necessacy.

The Landmark Trust had, over the vears, modernised ar converted inlo holiday
dwellings most of the suilable buildings on the island. To ring over their holiday len-
ants it reguired a regular Lmetable and a vessel able to carey muare than the dozen
passengers for which the eavlior packets had been Jicensed. The Ofdenburg met this
need but il was not until 1999 that the Trust was able fo construet a jetty, alongside
which she could load and discharge. Previcusly landings had s be from smatl boats
ou Lthe open beach: and Lhis went for cattle and other livestock. There are some inter-
asling photographs in the book showing this being done.

Thi author explaing how the service originally operated trom Tnstow, and at dilfer-
ent times from Appledore, Bideford and Ufracomi. He says something of the mon
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who worked these craft, especially the Davk family which commanded them over
three generations and, ol course, gives detailed descriptions of the veszels concerned.
Elis incidenta! accounts of the many small steamship companies nelive in the area are
interesting. The photographs and drawings in the hook are well selected and repro-
duced and help the reader to enjoy this chronicle of a century and a haif of one of the
lesser known aspects of north Devon lile.

Adrian Reed

William Wey: an English Pilgeim to Compostella in 1456. By Francis Davey.
Londan: Confralernily of 8t James, First Floor, 1 Talbot Yard, Borough High Street,
London, SEL IYE 2000, 99 pp. £5.50. 18BN 1 8705686 56 9.

William Wey (1406/7-L476) was a fellow of Exeter College (Oxford) whe graduated as
an MA and 13D, beeame one of the carliest Tellows of Bion College, and ended his hife
in Bdington Priovy { Willshire], He is best known [or having made three pilgrir voy-
ages, one to Compostella and two to Jerusalem, of which he lefi records in Latin in a
manuseript velume, now known as llis Htirneraries and housed in the Bodieian Library
at Oxford, The manuseript contains a miseellancous collection of documents, includ-
ingr rirvatives of his journeys, hsts of sites one should visit, and data about languages
andd nwnetary exchange rates, An edition of the Latin text was privately pubilished in
I857, bt this has never been widely availuble nor whally translated.

The core of Franeis Davey's book consisls of the Latin text relating to Wey's pil-
grimage from Plymouth tu Compostella in 1456, with an English transiation. 'l“n%: text
iz only nine pages long in cach language, and the rest of the hook consists of an intro-
ductory chapter about Weys life and times, together with a sevies of short studies,
chiefly exploring topics Lhat he mentions in his text. These include the identities of
four English gentlemen whom he met at Compostella, four Comish landmacks that
e passed on his journey, a song sung hy Spanish children to pilins, asking for
monty, and an enguivy into the relationship between Wey and vne or more athoer men
of the same name who occar in Deven in the fifteenth century.

The book is usetul in these respects, and it is good to have the translation of the voy-
age. O page 20, the author rather avolds explaining twa of the categories of clergy at

Tom postelin: poretonartd, whom [ would translate as ‘portionaries’ or portionists’
fmen having an equal share of an endowment), while duplarii are those who have &
duuble share. On page 23, rectores chori are usually knnwn as ‘vectors of the choir®,
vather than ‘rectors choral, snd the objects that they held (bacedos? wore surely staves
rather than eroziers, The book is less successful as a plece of historieal writing.
Relerences to original records are not consistently provided or set out in the form that
historiana follow: something easily ascertuinable from good recent monographs, Using
a hoolt on the Wars of the Roses by a popular writer, rather than the many far sounder
academic works available, will not instil gond historieal habits. A good deal more could
have been said to plave Wey's Compostella journey in context. We know of others who
made the pilgrimage in the filleenth contary, and at least twa have Tefl some literary
record of it the mystic Margery Kempe and the Yorkist nobleman Aniheny Lovd
Rivars,

The muthar believes that Wey was a Devonian — a reason, presumably, why his book
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was senl to this journal for veview. Tn favour of this assumption, there was at least one
Wey family in Devon and William became a fellow of Excter College, whose fellow-
ships were confined by statute to men frome Devon or Corwall. A, B. Emden, an the
athar hand, who wrote the standard biographical dictionary of the known medieval
students of Oxford University at o high standard of scholarship, preferred to locate
Wey's origing further east in the divcese of Sabisbury (Dorset and Wiltshive), Perhaps
he veealled that it was not tnusual in Oxford colleges to give fellowships to men who
were nob striclly qualified to hold them. More certainly, he would have altached sig-
nificance (ag ! dul ta the fact that Wey wos mdained by the hishop of Salishury,
deseribed as ‘of Salishury diccese’, and credited with a ‘title’ from Shaftesbury Abbey
in Dorset. A title was an insurance poliey against unemploymint, eequired of all ordi-
nees, and does not mean, as the author thinks, that Wey was employved at the ahhey
{at the time of his ordination he wus a fellow of Exeter College). Most ordinees seem
Lo have arvanged their titles with relyrtous houses in theic home distriets, Wey's adult
life wis bused in Oxflord, Buckingbamshive, and Wiltshire, and his connection with
Devon needs to he more firmly established thou this hoole assumes,

Nicholas Orme

Exeter engraved: Volume 11 - The Cathedral, Churches, Chapels and Priories
by Todd Gray. The Mint Press, 2000 sx + 907, Ulustrated. £25-00. 15BN 1 901356 08 3.

This weli-praduced book is the second of a sevies, and Hves up W the high standard
sel by the first. Although most of the pictures reproduced arve housed in Exeter, fow ol
the publie s aware of their existence, and even fewer would have seen Lhe originals,
The author is to be commended for bringing them Lo wider attention in a way which
does not riske their being damaged by excessive handling Although the assiduous
vesearch worker may wish to inspect the primary source, the reproductions are of guf-
freient guality bo satisly othors,

A foreword by the Dean of Excter and on intvoduetion by the author are Totlowed by
iMustrations of Bxeter’s churches and chapels sol out in alphabotival order. Next
eomes a section devated to Che ¢ity’s two priories, of St Katherine and of 8t Nicholas.
Atter pietures showing the Cathedral Close, the finad and largest part of the book con-
cerns the Cathedral itselt In keeping with the Litle, the vast majavity of the ilustra-
tions are engravings ol various types. The pendant may earp at the inclusion of some
drawings and paintings. The veviewer has no quibble over this as they serve to Gl in
gaps where no engraving is knowu Lo exisb, a8 for example in Lhir case of Alihallows
Chureh, Goldsmith Street, They G in gaps also where, as with 8t Davids Chureh,
engravings do not fully document the history of a building.

In any single-author compilation the choice of pictures is inevitably idivsyneratie,
Those presented reflect Todd Grays background as a histortan. rather thon as an
artist or architect. In particulur, he demonstrates that Bxeler is not a static cily jolt-
ed into change from time to lime by enemy action or bursts of vedeveloping zeal.
Where series of pictures are available they show that ynany of the buildings #lus-
trated evolved gradually into their present or last known form,

[t eould be argued that becanse of the book's general layout and a comprehensive
list of contents a full index is not necessary, and the reviewer has much sympathy
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with Lhix view. On the other hand. some readers might have liked an index Lo the
artists and engravers, if not to the actual Hlustrations. This fs a minor eriticism, how-
ever, and the work can be thoroughly recommended. Tt should benelid all those inter-
ested in urban history and Lopography and deserves i roadership beyond the cily it
deseribes. Anyone sceing it as merely an up-market picture-book for Lthe mare afflu-
ent tourist Lo Lake home would be seviously missing a number of points.

S. Bhanji

About Tavistocl: a brief history of Tavistock and Seven Town Walks.
Tavistock and District Local History Society. @nd ed. 2001, 76p. illus. {some col),
map.£5.

The new edition of this Jittle Ristory has completely ehanged in appearance from the
errlier voluma. [L now has g appeating cover and there are 2 number of new coloured
photographs ingide (some dated 20010, The number of*Walks' has been inercased from
aix to seven. the new ane covering ‘Communications”. This tells a little of the conva-
luted history of 'the railway which invelved both the Great Western and the
Southern. Ensy access Lo Plymouth ended in 1962

When [ reviewed Lhe history in Qctober 1985 (Deeon Historien No. 310, T comment-
cil om its lnck of both a bibliopraphy and [SBN. An ancient west Deven lown like
Tavistock has had many books und acticles writlen aboul all aspects of its past; it was
therefore a disappointment Lo find that there ave still no titles listed. However, move
importantly, Abont Tavistock still has no 1SBN. (n this modern mechanicat agfe wany
hooks ean be ordered only by ISBN. This omission will reduce sales of what 1s 21 most
important and useful addition to the ‘stury of Tavistock” which has been writlen Lotal-
ly by the people who live there!

John Pike

Tavistock’s Yesterdays 11, by {i.Weodeock, 2000 Pub. by author in Tavistock,
obtainable locally, 84,95, AG soft burk, $ipp. inel. 21 (Hust. No [SBN.

Afiler a break of seven years Gerry Woodeock has resumed his annual production of

books in the sevies Thorstach’s Yesterdeays, each ol which comprises a namber of shart
essays on 2 subject of the towe's history,

in the new issue the author embarks on a plan he proposes to continue in those fol-
lowing - repeoduction of a chapier fram a book he wrote as Head of History ab
Tavistock Schoal on the school’s first thousand years, which, published in 1978, is now
out of print. In the lirst such chapter e examines o tradition that Tavistock had a
Saxan school from the varly (pre-Conguest) days of its abbey. More certain ground
exizts, he explains, b a later, monastic <chool, evidenced by freguent visits said to
have been made i the fourleenth and filteeath centuries by the diocesan bishop
whose role included school visiting and inspection.

By far the tongest of Lhe twelve chapters s A Vietorian Mugistrat
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' Clourt’. Here

the writer draws on ghe few surviving records of Tavistook's court, between May 1845
and May 1846 and From October 1869 Lo Qctober 1860, The namber of cases dealt with
was higher in the second period, with likely reasens including the establishment of
Lhe new county constabulacy and an energetic loead chief, Other sections inelude stud-
ies of various local persimalities from Lhe past, and the suceession of developiicnts an
different sites in the town hotween carliov dites and the present.

The stories are inlevestingly told and provide a ‘good read’. Dunbtless the work will
[ollow previous ssues in deservedy winning popular local appeal. Tts use to future
historviabs, however, is limited as, once again, Mr Woodeoek has dofied his aeademic
disciplines by omilling - except tnoa general sense - his sources of information and
more precise reforence notes, There is no index, although the general index to articles
in foregoing volurhes, provided on an insert sheet, has heen updated to include
Nutnber L1

Feten Harris

Diary of & Wren E04{-1945, by Audrey Deacon. The Memoir Club, Whitworth Hall,
Spennymoer, County Durham. 2001, Hardbuek. vi + 188 pp.ingd. 6 haew photographs.
£14.95. ISBN 1 84104 038 0.

This baok by Audrey Dencon, a previous und curvent contribalor Lo this jowmnal, pro-
vides Nipsthand ingight to events in the heat of World War Two. Having spenl er
childhaod in Plymotth, the auther joined the Women's Royal Naval Service on Lhe oud-
break of the war in 1059 and worked initially as o Leaditg Wren (Writer? af the head-
guarlers of the Commander in Chicf at Mounl Wise. From Seplember 1440 Audroy
Deacon kepl 2 diary, the original of which is held in the archives of the [mperial War
Museum, and it ix this that provides the basis of the hook. [n Octaber 19460 she went
hefore an Officers’ Selection Bourd, wus accepted, and embarked en a cipher Leaining
vourse. During the subseguent yeies, which brought further promotion, hor dulies
became incrensingly demanding and responsible.

The fact that the account comprises dinry material written at the time gives the
work a freshness not always apparent in memairs composed later, For readers who
adso grew up in that wartime, many domestie nates may ring long-furgolien bells. The
ntention sf unti-blast eellophane and paper strapping and later adhesive net stuek Lo
windows recaptures the atmosphore of air raid precautions, while the noting of fool
shuortages, the introduction of clathing coupons and spending on ilems hard to find in
shops recall Lhe stringencies.

The expeclations ol imminent invasion and expertences of working through the
worst of the Plviauuth hlitz are graphicslly dealt with. As operatinns proceeded
towards preparing far the Second Fronl wark intensilied and great seereey provailed.
For her 'guod service In the plaming and execution ol the speration for the invasion
af Normandy’ Acting First Officer Audrey Dora Deascon WRNES recaived writlen con-
mendation from the Admirally.

Besides describing her service lile the author writes of spare time activities, of her
wartime wedding, and the walks she and her army officer husband enjoyed in famil-
iar country around Plymouth, including Darinosr. The unprelentious and naturs)
style of the work is engaging, and =o one may feel a lrue pang ol sadness in the chap-
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tor ‘A Lragic accident’.

Iin making her diary enlries Audrey Deacon did not withheld oceasional comments
about events, Generally these reveal a 'ne nonsense’ but compassionate philosophy,
Necessary, but not undue editing has been canried oul, and in places explanadions
have heen added in square bravkets to wid understanding, Beautifully written. the
work has an easy and nalural style that carries the reader with it.

Fleten Flareis

The Kulmeter Journal, The Journal of a Visit 1o Cornwall, Devon and
Somerset in U725, transtaied and edited by HJustin Brooke, Published by the
Twelveheads Press, Teero, TR4 88N, 2000 80 pages and 19 illustrations. ULy A0,
[SBN () 906204 45 2.

The Kalmeter Jowrnal is a trapstation rom the Swedish by Justin Brooke which gives
an account of a south wesLiorn jowrney from Bristol to 5t.Just, made betsween 1724 and
1795 on the eve of the Industrin]l Revolulion, by a Swede, Henvie Kalmeter He was to
travel extensively in Burope on o stipend from the Swedish Department of Mines ta
report on and Lo feam sumething of the mining industry in dHlerent countries,
although it seems unlikely that Kalmetler had any practical expericnce of mining,
with o chigliking to go underground. Nevertheless his aceount of minimg in Cornwall
in all its nspeets, tin, copper, lead, slate is assidponsly recorded and oceapies the major
part of the journal. The keynote is his conseientious attention 1o detail, which tonds
toy becime a technical treatise on the results of his investigations. Che final part of the
jonrnat cutitled *On the working of tin mines and the smelting of tin in Comwatl is so
comiprehensive that any student of mining should make it compulsory reading.

(4 is ne wonder that Cornishmen are so proud of their heritage for at this time
incustry in Cornwall was theiving and important, although even in 1724 there 15 an
indiention that mining here would not prusper for ever. Ue vecords that on his travels

mumerous mines are idle now’,

The oecasional glimpsues of civie matters add inlerest, and Kalmeter seems fasci-
nated to reeord the numbers of MPs returned to Parliament by the towns visiled,
Ponzance heing o notable excoption (U'm intrigued to know why, given that Penzanee
was immportant in the export of tin to Prance, Spain and the Mediterranen n't

His visils Lo Bxeter and Wells are summarily dealt with, The bishep's throne in the
Clathedral s 'curiansly worked', the tibrary was ‘oothing special’, but there s 2
Semarkable clock’. And of Wells he says ‘Uhat inside the Cathedral theve is a elock of
remarkable build', but ‘the libracy ks nothing special’s He was agrain in his element
when praceeding to Wookey Hole to give a statistical analysis of MU he fnd there.

To roturn to Bxeler for a moment, he does state (hat, although in his journal he
intends o deseribe the working of tin nrines, he 15 prepaved to postpene that part
‘until later on' to deseribe ‘the wonlten manufactures that § have seen’. In Bxeter the
cluthiors, or weavers or tatlors’ had thetr own uild, and Kalmeter was inforned that
within ten English miles ol the city there wore no tewer than ten thousand lopms’. He
writes extensively of the many types of cdoth manufaciured there, and in towns north
of Exeter. like Tiverion,

Kalmeter's main imferest is in mining: aller alt this is what he was paid Gy ceport
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an. This he does with great eare and attontion e detail. AL Limes the reader mav feel
averwhelmed by this detadl so minotely rocorded, but there is much to inlerest 1 non-
techuicatl reader and one is rewarded by persevering. There is no doubt that al this
timte Lthe Weslecountry was o very bosy place with thriving industries, (Wl emplovment
and prosperity for some, stch as the mine owners, .

Aler Roboetsan

Dartmoor Er_lgrave(l‘ X%+ 208 pp., [BBN 190 33 56067 and Devon Country
Houses and Gardens Vol 1: A-La-Ronde to Lifton Park, xsii + 201 pp [SBN 190
33 66075, By Todd Gray, The Mint Prass, 2001, £25 00 cach.

The Mint Press has gquickly followed feefer {vol b i its handsowe Devon Engraved
sovies (reviewed in The Devon listorian No 620 with Dartmonr and Bevor Country
fowses and Cardens © vol 1) Uniform in ype-setling and design with Exeler, cach
rung to about 228 pages, Darfmoor with sowme 260 images, Howses and Cordens rathor
fewer, The former’s end-papers cene feow Benjamin Donns 1765 map of Devon. the
latter's move prosaieally locale the estublishments portrayed.

Running chronologieally frn 16238 Lhe balk of Darfmoor’s contenls e o {act
cmphatically nineteenth-century, The fiest item is something of a sporl - i ‘eul” from
an ephemeral ract awestruck at ‘the dreadful tempest” blasting Widdecombe during
the: halevon vears of the personal rude of Chiarles | For the next we leap to the |:lt.:‘
eighteenth centary, That lells us something about mreas like Dartmoor, {L wus ot
untit the Homantic Revival that ‘wildernesses hegan (o be appreciated. Nature tamed
Dy et inta o garrden was preferred, epitomised in Aodrew Macvel’s The Carden, Stuck
down an the cdee of the moor ab Dean Prior the dlovieal cavalier poct. Robert Herviek,
had no desire to go up on to it Like moest of his contemporaries he counted Lhe moor-
landers as hacdly more civilised than pagan Red Indians or papist [righ, Later a gar-
den lay-out mighl inelude an artifieial grotto and o caseade - a step toward the real
thing. [f Durimoor, s broadly-defined engravings petering out with Lhe rise in the
1880s of cheap photography, 15 sumewhat of a disappeinbioent. it is because of a cor-
tain monetony in th noture of the lopographical material avaiiable to Lhe compiler,
wheo has nevertheless boco assidusus in his hunt for varicty

More salistying is Hapses end Gardens where the images e well supported by lex-
tuad information aud comment. Gray cites Hosking's observation that Devon's Tand-
scape was one ‘dotted with small buildings'. Certainly there were great Lundowners
but they chose to build their prime yesidences elsewheve, Endsleigh Coltage -some
eottagre! - i deseribod on an 1880s print as ‘the seal’ of the Barl of Bedfard, but that
wans, of course, actually way ofll’ at Wobion. One pervasive theme emerges - the diver-
sity af the fates of the houses and grounds portravid. A few had longevily in o single
tamily (e Greal Pullord). Others pussed through many hands, somoelimes :‘.'t|)|)l'|:l|-
ingly transformed in the process, Sonme were demolished utlecly. Fire was a huzad
but could provide for enhanced rebuilding in o changed style, Many hung on us resi-
dential homes. schools, hotels, Tuts, even goll club houses, Admost unnoticerd by
passers-by, rural homes - like Honevlzends on the Pinhoe Road in Bxeter - are oases i;:
Lhe urban sprawl. And, thimkfutly, that nadional treasure the National Trust has been
a senstlive proservative,
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Gray has drawvn his material from a hutch-patel of sources - hooks, journals
{notably the dependable Hlustrated London News), archilectural plans, even sale cat-
alogues. Bul there are many one-off sperimens issued as souvenirs of a humbler
tourism than that al the aristocratic Grand Tour - 'been there, sean that, gat the print’,
Though reproduetions on uniformly vather too white and oo glasay pétper can never
convey the charm ol eriginals, they can, and do here, sot before us n sense of long years
of change and continuity in slyle and taste,

Ivan Roots

The Warren House Iun by Tom Greeves and Elisabelth Stanbroek. Quoy
Publications {Brixhaumi, 20071, 64pp.40 iHustrations, L4486, ISBN 1 870083 40 7,

A famitiar landmark for local Lravellers on the Darlmoor ruad between bwa Hridges
and Moretonhampstuead, and a welcome refreshroent peint for many who come from
far away, Lthe Warren House Inn has a more inkeresling history than may be general-
Iy realised. In this book Tom Greeves and Elisabeth Stanbrook have provided i full
and inlaresting aceount ol the ilm':-:v('.t:vt:lupmeut. .

The existence of a shelter for travellers an this 2ite may, we are told, date (rom as
early as the twellth century, and could even tave links with King Arthur Definite,
}10\\"-;\-*(:1; is the knowledge of a public house existing at this location - atthough for-
merly on the ather side of the road - Ivow at least 1755, New House was the name of
the n,:.-1|'li|,-r building, with the newly built Warren House Inn replacing it on the road’s
north side in 1845,

This, the third highest inn in Fngland, has various assectalions that have become
legrend - the story of thie satted corpse at New Touse, and the fire that has been burn-
ing continuously in the Warren House Inn sinee 1845, when smouldering peat was
iransferred from the New House hearth, These traditions arve clearly told. However,
there is far more, too. that makes the work a uselul account of history. As might he
expected [rom these writers, the subject has been ably researched and the ar{mm_fc:.i:ms
with the faeming of rabbilg, and with the extensive nearby workings for tm. are
brought into the .{IiCLLlI't‘.. Tinners in fact provided much of the pub’s trade, snmetimes
leading to fizhts. i

A partivularly pleasant aspect of the histerical aceount is the reeording of s¢ much
about real peuple, from the authors’ personal conversations and [rom th.u many p%m-
tographs, including numerous old pictures. With full documentation of information
sourees, and a good index. the baok wilt surely be appreciated by Devamans and hol-
idaymakers alike.

Ifelen Harrig
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NOTICES

Devon book of the year 2000

A large number of publicalions were considered for The Devon History Society 200}
Baok of the Year Award. This time the chronological limits were extended somewhat,
st that the Awards Committee could consider as many communily histories a5 possi-
ble which wore published around the tuwrn of the millennium, and move than {ifty can-
didates were examined. Standards were hiph and o wide variety of publications were
avatlable, se that it was difficult tor the coominittee to reach a decision. The certificates
were presented durving the Devon Hlistory Soeicty’s Annual General Mecting on 27
October 2001 at the University of Exeter's 3t Luke’s Campus, Heavitree Road, Exetor,
Overall winner

The history of Instow: o mark the midlennium. Author: Alison Grant assisted by mem-
hers al the Instow Local History Crovp. Publisher: Honeytone Promotions,

Hunners up

The chromicles of Dartmonth: an historical yearly log 18541954 Author: Don Collison.
Publizher; Richavd Webhb

Gielleigh: o Darimoor viflage, post and present. Aulhaors: Tony Grumley-Grennan and
Michael Hardy, Publishoer: Glebe Publishing.

The book of Trashane: a parish patehwork, Author: Alick Cameran, Publisher: Halsgrove,
Commended

A Nstory of the parish of Chardstock. Authors: Po). Wood and BW, Carter. Publisher:
P4, Wood

Cockington bygones. Author: Brian Reed. Publisher: Porteutlis.

The way we Hued then. Author: Jean Robin. Publisher: Ashpate. A study of Colytun
The bonk of Mecey, Author Pauline Hemery: Publisher: Halsgrove.

Bicldeigh Bridge. Due to a printing crror a compiele sentence was unfortunately
munitted from Brian George’s article on the Exe valley road in Devon in DH 63,
Deseribing Biclleigh Bridge, the tollowing should have appuared on page 4, line 8:*[Ls
original width was aboul IR averadl, and 18 now 161 Tin overall and B4t 3in between
pavapels’. This would have explained the dilfiealbties for enrs passing each other on the
bridge. ' )

Loeal Studies Resources Packs. DES membor Alan Rowe has drawn our attention
to the nsefulness of Local Studies Resources Packs, ome of which he has obtained as
a special offer From English Herilage. The packs give acrial photos and detailed infor-
mation utl Lhe archaeology and othoer related mutter of any area of the eountry. Forms
have been izsued hy English Heritage National Monuments Reeord on which appliea-
tiens for packs can be made. Anyone wanting n lorm and huving difficulty in obtain-
ing one locally can cantact Mr Rowe, who has a supply of them, on 8122 854650,

Totnes Museum Society. edition N d (October 2001 of The Tornes Histortan, the
annual publication of Totnes Museum Society, has recently been issued. Price £1 Lo
non-members, Detaits ahout the soviety and officers’ reports are followed by an arti-
cle fram Kristin Saunders, enlithed ‘An apron full of gold', concerning an election scan-
dul in nineleenth century Totnes, and “Is this our mast?, avising {from research info
the Ketand family by Ken Prowt. Book reviews are also included. For further detuils
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contact editor Bob Monn, 01803 863821,

Bovey Tracey Heritage Trust. This was set up in 1996 as a vesull of conversations
between local prople who were atvaid of fosing’ the history of the tewn. The original
idea was to vecord persenal memaories and perhaps collect a few photographs and arte-
facts. The proposal was reccived with great enthusiasm, and from a largely altended
opening meeting a committee was formed and research plans made, Fundraising, and
the ofteyied use of an empty barn followed, and a liltle later the Herilage Centre was
npened to the public. Besides wishing Lo preserve the town’s past and so educate: and
entertain the inhuabitants and vigitors, the trust wants to forge links with other soci-
elies :nd museums leading to participation tn the Devon Museums website. A muve
to Lhe town's old railway station is planned. For further information contact Shoveyl
Healey on home tel: 0FG26 $32255, or work tel: 01626 832026 or 01626 2084122 on
Wednesdays and Thorsdays.

Luppitt Local History Group. Grahame Smith, Treasurer of Luppitt Local History
Group, sends news of the group’s recent activities. He refers to John Suge's book
Luppité parish, church and people tpreviously noted in DH 63}, which inefedes around
100 photographs. This has led to the selling up of a ploto archive now numbering 270
items and the establishment of i web site; wwwluppitl el which includes snippets
from the book and pictures. Mr Sagle, who has been collecting material about Luppitt
for many years, would like Lo see luture establislvoent of acentral point where the
records could be viewed. Mr Smith has himsell previously undertaken several loeal
history projects. These include: transeription of parish records {census, marriages,
baptisms) on to compuater; monumental inseripbions fraw the churchyard,; tithe map
apporlionments 1842; school pvvelment records, cle. Most of these, together with a col-
lection of family histories, can be viewed an the websile. Bmail address for Grahame
Smith: nicola, Cornish@oketewayvnel.

Wembury Local History Soeiety. Mrs Rileen M. Arnold, chairman of Wembury
Local History Sociely, has provided details of the sociely’s forthcoming programme.
The mait spring 2002 event is to be an exhibition in Wembury War Memorial Hall on
6-7 Apuil entitled ‘Landlords to Labourers’. There will be displays velating to the
Calmadys and Corys of Langdon Court, the Lockyers of Plymouth and Wembury
Flovse, and others, Family avlefacts, costumes and a 'Victorian® photographie studio
{with photographer in altendance) and a family history workshop will alse be lva-
tured. Admission is {ree but donations welcome. Subsequent meelings comprise: 18
Aprd, the Cookworthy Muscum (Mrs M.Loreng); 16 May, the Fddystone Lighthousa
(Mike Palmer); 19 September. English Hevitage (Mr A Endicott); 17 October, the his-
tory af ‘lotues (Mr R.B.Mann) and 21 November, Cob and other earth buildings (Mrs
L.Watson). Mrs Arnold's tel: 01752 862367, and that of the seerctury, Mre Fred Long:
01752 862164,

The Tarmilo family. An enguiry has been recetved from bMr SL.JHBeynon of

Gloucestershire Family History Society, who is reseavching the Farmile families of

Exeter and Minchinhampton, Would anvone with information please eantact biru
mick@mg-ra-beynion freeserve.co.uk.
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ABRIBGED REPORT & MINUTES OF "UHE THIRTY FIRST ANNUAL
GENERAL MEE'I‘.ING OF THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY HELD AT THE
UNIVERSITY OT EXETER SCHOOL OF EDUCATION ON 27 OCTOBER 2001

NB: the formal Report and Minutes cantaining transeripts of the Officers’ annual
reports will be avadlable for inspection al the 2002 AGM or may be inspected at rea-
sonable howrs by appointment with the Honovary Secretary.

Present: the President, D W B Stephens, wag in the Chair and there were 46 other
mewhers, as listed in the attendance registern, present.

t. Apologies for absence: apologies for absence were veported from Mr J Dilley, Mrs
Shirley Purves, Miss Lorna Smith and Professor Jovee Youings.

2. Minutes of last Annual General Meeting: the full Report and Minules of the thir-
ticth Annual General Meeting thal had heen printed in abbreviated Torm in The
Devon Historian No 62 were approved by those present and signed by the
President. There were no malters arising.

3. Honorary Secretary’s Annual Report! the Seeretary reported thal o mesting of the
Council of the Society had been held on three oceasions during the year and two
conferences had been held. Matters discussed at the Council mectings were listed
in his report and the venue and speakers at each of the conferences montioned,
The Secretary said that the thanks of the Society were due to Miss Elizabeth
Maveock for her considerable efforts in organising the events,

Fifteen books had been reviewed in the two issues of The Degon Historian and
approximately 410 copies af cach of the (ssues of the journal had been despatched
by post.

The Seeretary reported thad he had recelved only 8 replics from affiliated local soci-
etiis Lo his memorandum concerning societies’ annual programmes.

The Seeretary expressed his thanks to Mr ‘Tony Collings for his assistance in
recording the minutes of meetings of the Society. -

‘The Secretivy propused that Mr A F W Gore of 11 Qaklee, Honiton should e
appointed Auditer in aceordance with item 7 of the Constitution.

This was secondad by Mr Adrian Reed and adepled nem con.

4. Honorary Treasurers Annual Report: the Treasurer reported that the number of
bonorary life members had reduced by one; life members remained the same; ordi-
narvy members had reduced by two; family increased by one; allilinted societics
increased by four and corperate bodies reduced by one. Gross income lor the finan-
einl year was £4,776.70 compared with £5,016.30 for the preceding year: gross
expenditure, which included P150 for purchase of a projector, was £-h082.62 cami-
paved with £3,045.17, giving an excess of income over expenditure £693.92 con-
pared with £1,97 113, Fall in gross income was due to reyalties due not being paid
during the 2001 period and a drop in interest rates. A number of members had
agreed to join the Gift Aid scheme which means that the Seciety will benefit dur-
ing the year ending 30 April 2002 to about C400, The Treasurer did not anticipale
the need for any merease in subseription.

A motion Lo aceept the report of the Honarary Treasurer was carried rem con.
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