








valley voute fell to the Tiverton Trust, Bickleigh Bridee had been built in 1B30-40 by
Hiram Arthur, who died in the reign of UCharles Tand the Acl gave autharity for widen-
ing the bridge tn 1772 by 5 to 6 feel on the upstream side of the bridge Lo ils present
dimensions and the trust took over the 3 miles of vond that led to Silvertan, therchy
relieving the road over the high ground and through Butuerleigh. Bickleigh Bridge has
an imposing site just upstream of & weir that provides head for the nearby Bickleigh
Mill. The bridge has five arches of spans 2210 2300 23 2300 3in; and 2080 looking
downstream. [t is therefore difficult for motor cars to pass each other on the bridge.

The Tiverton Turnpike Trust confirmed its 73 miles of road in an Act of 18117 and
then took a major step forward in 1813 will another Act®, This was as Tollows:-

["rom Lhe Lown of Tivertan to Bampton by way of Bolham and Cove and
tram Chapman's bricdge in the parish of Bamplon by Duval, Westhrook and
Wonham inta the raid nesur Bxebridge turnpike gate,

Fhe turnpilie voad from the talthouse near Bickleigh bridge into Lhe pres-
enl rood Gom Tiverton o Exeter between the fourth and fifth mitestones and
Iram Lhe bettom of Cobland Craszs hill, Bickleigh into the said road near Moon
Banks Lane thre said cond inta Bxeter turnpike road near the Gflth milestone
andl from Stoke bridge to Marypole Head and thence o the City of Exeten

Some mberpretation of thise bwd paragraphs is neeessary. Chapman's bridge
appears (o refer Wooa small bridge over the river Batherm that is now vecupied by the
A396 crossing near the junetien with the raad into Bampton at map reference 85 904
209, Duval is Duvale and Wonbam Hoese and Wood siand overlooking Ouakthrdbridge.
The road from Tiverton Lo Sitverien via Butiecleiph was just over 6§ miles lang.
Butferleigh was between the fourth and fifth milesiong, Silvecton was near the sixth
milestone and the junction with the fifth milestone was the Fxeter Trast milestane
near Rewe. Stoke Lo Marypole Head was the length of AB96 from the Sioke causoway
past Lhe present industrial works Lo the botlom of Pennsviviania Hoad and up through
Lhw woods to the summil.

The 1813 Act therefore completed the valley voule lrom Tiverton narth to the
lxebridge gate and south to Pennsylvania Road as we now know it. This left the
length from Cowley Bridge to the latter place to be built. 1t was aceomplished by the
[Nxeter Turnpike Trust. On 2 June 1830 the Clerk reported” on his suceessiul opposi-
Lian in Parliament to the Tiverton Trust proposals and i was ordered that the sum
nat exceading £1500 be bovrowed on the ceedit of the Lolls of the trust to complete the
new Stoke route. A small improvement also carvied out by the Exeter Prust was noled
in the minutes of 28 March 1836 when a sum not greater that £70 28 10d was agreed
far cutting down Lthe hill between Stoke and Rewe', This easing of o sudden rise i
clearly seen loday.

By thwse improvements the road from Bxeter to the Exebridge gale becanme a truly
Exe Valley voad with only minor ascents and descents, In road torms these are as fol-
laws:-

(Heights above Ordnance Datum in feet)

Origined Rowte Valley Roufe
Exeter 120 Exetor 120
+384
Stake Hill 514
Stoke Canon 6h Stoke Canon 3153
+782
Christ Cross 847 4208
Butterteigh 300 Jenny's Portion 273
+390 Bickleigh Bridge H
Elolwell Cambe 690 + 40
Tivertan 200 Tiverton 204}
+6594
Mission Roam 894 +240
Bamplon 350 Higher Grange Farm A4}
Combe Hend N
+387
Exchridge Gate 380 Exchridyge Cate 380
Totad rises 24T Tolal rises +4588

Dilference in total asconla 2617 - 488 = 2150

Neglecling therefore the amaller ups and downs along vach voule, the valley route
saved some 21680 leet of rises between Bxeter and the BExchridge gale. Fvery substan-
Lial ageent required a complementary descent, which would have been wearing on the
waggon or conch’s braking systens. The diagram tp. T shows this ditferenee quite elear-
. There was the penalty of increased distance at cach end of Lhis route, bt i s et
more than three miles overal], and lioy Lhis reason the diagram is centred on Silverton,
the original boundary betwoeen vach turnpike Lrust.

Railway competition along the valley did not arvive untit 1875 and 1885, just as the
turnpike erg was ending und the county councils were being formed, The railway
aligunent was much the same as the turnpike road alignment of 1813 exeept that
even grealar atlention wax paid Lo minimising inclines, The Tiverton Turnpike Prust
wilh (ks large mileage of vaids had shown that it had the oviginalily and evenlivencss
ter provide the corroct standard of road for its time and which today 91l provides o
roule e mator vehicles ta travel safely at 40 4o 50 miles per houn

The Tivertan Trust listed same 73 miles of voad in its Acl of 1811,

Lo Fruau Lowman bridge through several parishes Lo the workhouse in Sitverton.
20 From Hunts Heawse thro' Halberton, Holeombe Rogus to Whilebatl,
G Prom the wavth-east of Leonavd’s Moor on route 2 through Willand to

Cullnmpton.

4 From Exeter JHD Fut thivo Halherton (parish?) Lo the White Hart, Cullompton.
500 From Borrough Corner, Halberton, to Bumaford or Bunnivals Cross,
6. Fram the Hoop and Ball, West Exe, thro Cadbury to Creditou Forches,

Crizifiton.



7. TFrom Wellbrook bridge, Tiverton, thro Calverleigh, Luxheare to Crusey House
in Rackenford.

S IFrom Lhe Blue Bottle, Calverleigh, in route 7, to the smiths shop al the west
end ol Tewpleton hill beyond the brook in the voad from Tiverton Lo
Wilheridge

4. [From Pennypark, Tiverton in route 7 to Grubeare bridge.

10, From Colleyhouse, Tiverton in route 7 to Worthy bridge.

LL. From the Bampion inn, Tiverton over Bampton Down to Bathrinn bridee,
Buiplan.

12/ From Bickleigh bridge Cross over the bridge to the Swan Inn, Silverten.

12, Fram Bickleigh Wood Cross in route 6 by Bickleigh Courl and Dandilands to

Iord Village Waler, Thotrverton,
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cast in the Neath Abbey Ironworks, near Neath in Wost Clamorgan, The most recent
widening, slarted in 1861 and completed in 19G3 ) lnvalved extending the avehes
upstream in reinfoveed concrele.

Is it possible to deeido which of Lhe two bridges s the alder? Nat really. Neither has
a date tablet commemorating its conatruction and boath have structural characleris-
tics that could have been incorporated ab any tUmie during the period from 1437 Lo
1543, Sufficient to say thal both are magnificent examples of medieval structures that
have served their county, and country, in an exemploy fashion lor about five een-
turies.
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THE EARLY ‘BALLOON CRAZFE’
IN EXETER

S Bhangi

William Nation, a merchant and banker of Georgian Exeter, kept & parsonal journal,
the seeond volume of which runs from January 1797 Lo Lthe writer's death an 1 July
ER31!. One entry recovds Mr Sadler ascending in a balloon o 75 {1 dizuneter from
Exeters Castle Yard on 22 October 1814 and arviving near Newton Poppleford aller a

Journey Iasting forty-five minutes. On 7 Seplember 1824 Nation noted that Mr

Grabam and Mr K. Cullum jnr took an hour and three quarlers o lravel by ballson
from Lxeler 1o North Petherton, some three miles from Bridewater, For miles nround
Exeter Lhe hilllops were covered with uncountable numbers of speetodors and most of
the shops in the city were deserted. Nations other entry comeerning ballooning is
mentioned fater,

Exeter did not escape the *baltoon craze’ which began in Franee in 1753 when the
Mautgolphiere brothers lnunched a hot aiv balloon al Annonay o 5 June and 2 hydro-
gen-tilled bhalloon designed by Jacques Alexander César Charles ascended From Paris
o 27 Aggrust. Both flights were unmanned. The first passengers o travel by balloon
wire the sheep, cock and duck who tosk off from Verailles in one of Lhe
Momtgolphieres’ balloons on 19 September. Concern over the cock injuring a wing
evaporated when witnesses testified o the sheep kicking it befre take-offs and the
first manned flight, by Jean-Francots Pilatre de Rozier and the Marguis d'Arlandes,
look place [rom Puris on 21 Novembor in a Maontgolphiere balloon. Debale over the
relative merits of hydrogen and hol air were bargely reselved ten days later when
Jacque Charles and Aine Robert carried out o higher and longer Bight in a hydrogen-
filled balloen®. A little over bwo mouths ulterwards, Exeter saw its first balloonist,
James Dinwiddie, an itinerant lectuver and one al the fiest to fly o balloon over
London®, launched an unmanned ballaon from the Castle Yard on 7 February 1784,
The baloon was 4 ft across and carried a sealed-down platform similare to that which
carried ‘the two philosophers’, presumably de Bazier and d’Arlandes. Although the
take-off was a succoss. Lhe balloon was blown over Exmauth Bar and lest?, The first
manned flight from Excier was on 19 June 1786, Despite subseriptions amounting to
only £10, M. St Croix ascended in o 76 ft circarmference hydreogen balloon to a height
of some 19,000 [t. The balloen became overdistended and splic, bul 8t Croix was able
to make 2 controlled desvent and land on Farmer Whipple's field in Cadbuey, Hle was
promptly asked for 5 guineas (vr damaging the crops™ 8t Croix advertised a second
flight hoping to recoup his losses, and intended relensing a sheep or dog in a para-
chule at 6,000 ft. Huwever, perhaps because of a lack of financial encouwrngement in
Exeler, his next Nights were at Salisbury and Plymouth?,

The Mr Sadler whose flight Nation noted was Windham Sadler, the veunger son of

James Sacller Although John Sheldon, who laler became a surgeon in Excter, was

praobably the fiest Bnglishman o travel in a balloon®, James Sadler was the fivst
English pilot, having taken off at Oxford on 4 October 1784, The balloon used by
Windhan Sadler was eapable of lifting 72 mon and designed as a Covinthion Temiple
with @ colunnade decorated with eighteen full-size figures. Alse exhibited belore the
flight was the richly embellished nautilus-shaped car in which Sadler and a Miss
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Tompson had ascended on Georpge HIs polden jubilee. Because of the wooded and
freegular terrain, however, it was not used on the Exeter flight!". The inflation of the
‘Acrostatic Temple’ began at 10.30 am, in the Castle Yard, with the batloon placed
over a tead-lined pil containing sulphurie acid and iron to produce the necessary
hydrogen. After an embrace from his Gather, Sadler Look off al around 1.20 p.m. When
about a mile and a half from Exeter, he threw out an empty basket attached to a para-
chute. Suadler landed on Mr Tozer's land near Daddon Mills on the Otter a mile below
Newton Poppleford. In doing so he terrified two farm labouvers who believed the bal-
loon was full of men’!, The balloon suslained some damage, and Sadler had to
amounce that his Aight at Plymouth on 24 November would not take place untess the
sen was ealm or there was an en-shore wind', The ascent [vom Plymouth Citadel was
# near disaster. & squall during inflation drove the balloon against the spikes around
Lhe statue of George 1L Despite severe damage to his balloon, Sadler was determined
Lo carry on. When his [viends foreibly removed him from the car, the batloon shot inLoe
the air, eventually landing on Liflon Down'™.

George Graham and his wife Mavgavel were among the foremost English aero-
nauts, They also had a veputation for hair-raising mishaps, probably due to the incon-
sislent quality of the conl gas nsed to All their balloons. Too much air contaminating
the gas could resull in a dangerously low flight path™, It was Grahaw’s intention to
Iy his balloon from Exeter oo 24 August 1824 following a demonstration at
Tauaton ' The gas manufaclured in"Taunlon was unsuilable, and so for the first time
Graham bad to rely on hydrogen alone, Unlortunately, due to the poor quality of the
irom provided, it took two attempts to take off. This delay caused concern in Exeler,
but it was seon announeced that Graham would ascend from there on 7 September,
During the inflation at the Castle, the audience would be entertained by ‘the French
Hercules' and the band of the Ldth Light Dragoons'®, [nflation with coal gas began the
alternoon hefore Lhe ascenl. The semi-distended balloon was then brought to the
castle and hydrogen added. Graham allowed four hours for this second siage, bul it
took some ninety minutes more hofore the ballonn was (lled. After sending up Lwo
smull pilot balloons, Graham and his passenger, Robert Cullum, the son of an Bxeler
printer, prepared to talke off. Gn discovering the balloon was insufficiently buayant,
Cullum hastily Lthrew out ballast. The grappling iron and ling, the cork casing of the
wicker basket and the barometer were also jetlisoned, Al around 4.24 p.m. Lthe two
acronauts finally embarked on a tlght which ended near North Peiherton. The bal-
lToon bouneed twice on landing, but was soon seeured by boys from a nearby school!™,
Despite receiving L1385 16 6d at the Castle, £48 from tickets and an undisclosed sum
frem Culluny, Graham was oul of pocket. A subseription fund was set up and this sit-
nation was soon remedied .

The use of conl gas was pioneered by Charles Green'. Altheugh not recorded by
Nation, he appeaved in the city in 1828, His firgt atlempt, on 29 May from Webb's Yard
in Paris Street, had to be aborted due to gas cscaping from the balloon, With much
apology and requests for financial suppoart, the ascent was postponed Lo 5 June from
Bonhay with a lady of Exeter as the hoped-for passenger™, Again there were problems
with the gas supply. The balloon could not be adequately inflated and a Me While of
Countoess Wear was foreed to forego travelling with Green, The balloom was kept low
beeause of the weather, and only a short flight was possible. During the descent, the
balloon narrowly missed Woodbury church and Green had to extricate il from a tree
before landing al Coombe Farm®!, Undeterred, Green adverlised a tlight for Watkerloo
Day (18 June). He hoped to be accompanied by a gentleman of Exctor, and as beture
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asked for subseriptions®, AL 8.00 am. on the chosen day, inflation began al the
Bonhay gas works. Drawing gas divectly failed Lo sullice and at 1.00 p.m. it was takoen
from the gasometer. Nonetheless, there was still not enough to 1ifl a passenger and Mr
White, this time described by some as of Sidbury, was again disappeinted. During the
flight, which ended near Broadelyst after 2 hasty descent due Lo the balloon becoming
overdistended, a baskel conlaining a eat was dropped by parachute. I drifled slowly
downwards towards Heavitree and landed safelv. This is more than can be said for a
youth whao fell off a bank of carth while watching the ballson being inflated and broke
a lep® The eat accompanied Green on his trinmphant return to Exeter and its owner,
Mr Playler, the Clerk of the Gas Company, was offered large sums lov ‘Miss Puss™!

The eavly aeronauts who visited Exeter risked not only life and limb but also finan-
cial embarragsment. The daving of the third balloonist recorded by Nation was of a
different nature. In the following Lranscription of the journal entry for 7 february
1814 Nation's spelling is retained, but the punctualion is modern.

A singular hoax was this day practised. A Doctor Gamble advertized a baloon
to be launched from the Castle ¥ard on this day. Many hundreds having
assembled in the Castle and many thousands in the suburbs, the time also
for the exhibition having elapsed for upwards of an hour, a general discontent,
prevailed. The doctor being wrged to go for his baloon left the yard for thal
purpose, but a saspicion being exeited, he was accompanied (o his lodgings
where he produced a kind of paper bag with which he proceeded to the Cagtle
and which he proposed Blling with pus generated with wetted straw. By acci-
dent or design the bag took five. The Doclor was seized and the money he had
aollected taken from him, amounting Lo about £20. The Mayor oul ol Lhis Sum
paud [or his lodgings ete, gave him a fow pounds to leave the lown and pre-
sented the balance o the Eye Infirmary.

The advertisements placed by Gamble announced that an elegant balloon and car
would aseend from Exeler Castle Yard on 3 February, The balloon, desceribed as being
about 10 ft high and 18 ftin diameter, 'will rise to various heights and, wenther per-
mitting, should be visible for twenty miles. Admission will eost 17-, or 8d to the lower
part of the Yard'. However, owing to the Castle being otherwise reguired on the
appointed day, the-flight had to be postponed until 7 Febraary®. Nation'’s private
aecount i@ gencrally confirmed by those published. The Fiving Post and the Gazette
added that some attempt was made to fashion a balloon oud of the paper bag, the lat-
ter stating that it would probably have taken off had it not caught fire. Go the other
hand, it was so badly destpned and constructed as to make the promised high ascent
impossible. According to the Fiving Post only the inlervention of the constables pre-
vented Gamble being assaulted, and the Gazelte veported thal the magistrates and
the doctor had to shelter in the Castle Grand Jury Room while his fate was decided 5,
The sceount m the Western Luminery is sprinkied with outrage and sarcasm.
However, it reflerred to the ‘halloon’ calehing fire when somebody threw something at
it and stated that the law left Lthe authorities with no choiee but to deal leniently with
Gamble,

Nation’s account of the use of wetted straw to provide the gas was nol reported in
the press. Joseph Montgolphiere stated that burning straw produced a particularly
effective form of ‘rarefied air’, hut in Gamble’s case it may have been the only materi-
at to hand. e apparvently made no altempt te add rotting meat or old shoes as the
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Muontgatphieres had at Versailles™. Whether Gamble was a sineere bul, invompetent
bullnonist, o fraudster or possessed a naive gsense ol humour will probably never b
Known.
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MINING IN ILSINGTON

Bill Ransom

Geology

The north-western area of Usington parish is characterised by the intrusion in car-
beniferous times of igneous material into the sarrounding sedimentary vack. Granite
tors and outerops are evident: Haytor Rock s the best known example and fes just
insife the parizsh boundary Most of the parish is covered, however, with the carbonil-
erous series knmen as Lhe culm measuces. Here rocks of Devoninn ond Carboniterous
age have been aflocted by carth movements. A dominant feature is the Hsington fanle,
the plane ol which runs in a north-west to south-east divection extending al feast lrom
Ramshorn farm to Green Lane on the northern boundary. This. and tho associated
thrust Crults knowo as the Narracombe and Silverbrook thrusts have resulted in
lower culm measure cherts vesting on upper Devonian slates. Such cherts have been
quarrted in the past for readstone al the Ramshorn Down, Lenda Wood and Rora
DCown guanrries. The prineipal industvial significance. however, has been the effect of
Lhe igneous inbruston. This has cesubted in minerals crvstallising out from fluid {oem
into eracks and smaler fissures caused by civth movernents Lo form the veins (fodes),
which attracted the altention of miners svme 300 million vears Inter, The minerals
mited were mainly of tin, ivon, lead, zine, copper and manganese. In a simple system
of deposition tin would be undevlain closely by the granite, with the metamorphic
aurenle surrounding this conlaining the vther metads in an arder depending upon
their temperatures of erystaltisation, butl crusion, later varth movements and differ-
ent stages of intrusion and so different, stages in mineralisation have led to patterns of
viliation and complexity.

Tin

The most praductive bin mine was the Allas mine, (83X 778762), near Lewthorne
Cross. Two muin shatis were deiven: Sarl’s which wenl vertically Lo 20 s passing
threugh an ironstone hed at 10 fms and White's, which today lies in o private gorden,
While's was the deeper and dreiven vertically to 30 fims passing through o lower iron-
stone bed at 25 fins: These shalts, and cross culs from them pagsed throagh three Lin
lodes, South, Warren'= and White's, Levels — horizontal tunnels — were driven at
dopths of 10, 20, 25 and 35 s the longest being that at the 25 fm depth which ran for
some § yds north-west to south-eost.

A first sale of black tin, that s Lin ore ready for smelting, was recorded in L8680 with
small amounts n the region of 4 tons in 1862 and in 1863, Tin mining then seems to
have ceased temporarity in favour of iron but was resumed: in 18980 4 peal production of
1990 Lons of Blawk Lin was achieved whon tolal employees munbered torty-five of whom
twendy-soven worked undevground, Tn 1841, 1430 toos of black tin were mined bul
thercafter production and employment fell sharply qod by 1902 had etlectively censed
although, undoe the name of Lhe Alblon mine, there was o small activily in 193

Steford Consols and Smith’s Woeod mines were contiznons and Birst opened in 1859
iy searell for copper. This followed the discovery of copper nre during the exploration of
uld wirkings, A shalt a fitle Lo the west of Sigtord collages, (SX 77475311 and on the
vast side ol the viver Lemon was driven to g depth of 28 fms with levels ab 14 and 18
Mz Adits with eommunicaling air shalts woere driven to the east. In the same your
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bl on oppasile sides ol the river Smith’s Wood mine was explored with an adit driven
woestwards, The search for copper was unsuceessful bul a tin lode was found.
Browning's lode, nmned ailer the imine captain, was worked by moeans of a shaft, (8X
TT4T47 1 driven o 20 fms with levels dreiven at 10 fms depth in an eastowest direction.
Fhe bade was ot least 20 ft wide: adjacent to it on the south side n second lode 3 ft wide
was found. Brownings lade was driven westwards in open-enst working to the top of
the hill but by then showed litile tin contenl. These mines were active in the early
186805 bul there are no recards of outputs and operalions ceased around 1864 when
machinery and dressing plant were sold fo the Bagtor mining company. The early opti-
mixtn, nol fulfitfed, can be gavged from an order placed for a waterwhee] capable of
driving 24 hewds of stamps, that s, 24 drop-hammers for crushing the ore.

Crownley Park, Bagtar and Hemsworthy were all part of the same mining sell.
Crawnley park lies in the generval area 8X 782762-767757 where extensive siens of
typical old alluvial methods of mining are apparent. Many of the spoil heaps ave the
remaing of activity by thase generally known as the ‘old men’, Just how long age min-
ing wets undertaken may be judged by reference to o stannary cowrt book of Ashburton
dited BESL4-1690. A specitie enlry dated 1690 [or ‘Croonley’ stales the bounds and
includes in it the remack “The Basl side Bound is by a greate Roeke by a litkle otd
Tyawarke. " so cleacty miniog here well predated thal vear An even earlier example
s shown in ihe will of tlugh Bruseghe, vicar of Widecombe and Hginglon, dated 19
August 19542 wha left to bis nephew John Bruseghe 'a fifth part of my stannary cabied
the Sanctuarie and the whole of my stannary ealled Swynepath to him and his heirs’.

An area some LD yd= wide and 70 yds long has heen excavated avound a small
feeder tn the viver Lemon, Development in the early 18505 was by two adits driven Lo
explore beneath the ofd apen pits the higher one heing known as Lord Cranstoun's
namued after the awner, ab thal time, of Bagtor masar, Only 16 tons of black tin appar-
ently were raised and uperations ceased in 1856,

For thee west of Crownley in the general area SX 758758 to 762758 the Baglor mine
had three shafrs: Western, Prosper and Quickbeam. A northern tin lode was opened
by an acit dyiver sone L6 yds to the east atong the lode and meeting Quickbeam
shalt B fins below Lhe suelaes: the shall extended a further 10 [ms below the adit,
Forther lodes were apened up by an adit some AQD vds to the south-west of
Quickbeam shaft and passing Prosper shafi. § fins below surface. A further part of that
tode was opencd by levels driven from the bottom of Westorn shaft at 20 fms depih
and 250 yds Lo the west of Prasper shatt. Dressing floors for the Uin ore were in Bagtor
waood below Bagtor cottages. Uy the end of 1860 only 25 tons of black tin had been
obtained. Bast of Hemsworlthy Gate al 8X 744761 Old Engine shafl was driven Lo 28
fms in the development of the three Todes to the north and south of the Haytor to
Widecombe road. An adit of the ‘old men’ was found at 10 fres: most of the lode above
this level had been removed in the past. Several adits, shafts and trial shatts were dug
and levels exlended from the bottom of Okl Engine shafl and ab the 10 fms depth but
outpat of biack Lin recorded between IR3D and 1855 was only 16 ftons, Hemsworthy,
Bagtor and Crovwnley park were connevied by wlieht eailway some L3 miles in bength
but traces are now imposstble to fdentify with any cortaity

Lead and zince

Lead and zine are known to have been mined at Slvechrool, SXTHOTHE. 0 the mid -
dle of the sevenleenth century and work resumed in phout 1757, the lodes then being
worked to a depth of 15 fms below the adit levell the latter, presumahly, being dself
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well be below ground level, Work appears to have been abandoned in a great hurry,
doubtless due to flash flooding for the miners lelt many tools behind, That, at least,
was the account given by an old man in 1852 living in the district who had heard it
from his grandfather. About then working was resumed and on dreaining Lhe mine the
Lools were found as predicted inctuding two sets of wooden hand pumps, Two principal
lead-zine lodes 35 yds apart at the suwrface and trending north-sast were develaped by
an adit some 610 m long and by two shafts. Engine shalls was vertical forr 16 fias and
thenee followed the overhanging wall of Main lode to o tetal depth af B8 fus, A second
shafl 120 (s south-cast of Engine shafl was driven o 27 Tms below sortuce and lev-
els driven every L1 Ims helow surface o depth of 88 fms. By the deplh of 8 s il fad
beon expecled Lhat the juncltion of Main tode and Western lode would have been
reached but this was not so and the mine was abandoned. This wis the deepest mine
in lsington parish, From 1854 (o 1856, 92 tons of lead ore are recorded as having been
mined and 892 tons of zine ove. 80 ozs of silver was alse extravied. AL il peak the
mine employed 60 people: all the plant and machinery wore adverti=ed o saie at aue-
Lion in December E857. Spail heaps and the remains of the pumping engine house g
still visible,

Iron

Huaytor ivon mine, 8X 773771, is thought to have been operating in the sixteenth
century: it can be daled with cortainty from L1826, An ironstone lode exsentially of
magnetite ran north-waest to south-east and wos mined by openeast methods
Altogelher, eight beds of ironstone were interspersed with sehist. the total width of vre
being 16 tt with the principal hbed 8 ft wide. Near twe ventie of the open Tode an old
sinking was found which went to 7 fma depth, thought to have been dug o o search
for tin. By 1875 the mine was developed from openeast working by an adit dug o
intersect the ore beds some 20 (s below the openwork, Three beds of oee TO0E, 13 1L
and 6 [l thick inlerspersed with the schist were found, Ouleropping of the heds could
be traced to the south-east for 7 mile towards Smallacombe mine. Produetion ol iron
was only recorded from 1T858, The most produclive vears were T80 63,3495 tons ol
orel; 1881, (3,30 tons)k and 1882, (3,840 Loms) The mine vlosed around 1584 bat re-
opened early last century with sporadic prodoction up to FO21 The adit oxil ean be
seen clearly at 8X 772773 and spotl heaps and entrances to ofd shafts, now filled in, lie
in private property both sides of the road Lo Hoxvtor Vakle atl SX 7727700 It was svound
there that the road collapsed in 1380 and requived 3000 tons of spoil 154 the hole.

Some magnelite has been worked at the Smallacombe mine bl the eivief ore wis
haematite ceeurring above the magnetite in three module heds the nodoles heing cont-
ed with black manganese oxide, Known as Smallacombe Colting the mine ot SX
TTTT66 was worked as opencast and also by adits ventilated by several mir shalts
Deep adit and Shaltow adit had levels doven lrom them inoa general north-west divse-
tion. The deepest shaft wend to 15 Ans. T3 tons of magnelite were obtaived in 1868,
The recorded outpul of brown haemalite between 1865 and 1879 was in the region of
E7000 (o 19,000 tans: winher and ochre were alse extracted.

Hack ik, Oldertown, Shatts and FHatherley were olher small iron mines under
cxplovatian or in uedest praduction in the 18605 and 1870s all contigusus with Lhe
Havior and Smabllacombe mines, Brown hacmatite was also mined al the Atlas mine
Lo the oxtent of 1300 tans 0 E864 in addition to the tin alveady noted,
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Manganese

Muonganese has heen mined al Stancombe where an old shaft is sibuated ot about
SX 80L73Y. The mine was drained by an adit brought up from a point seme 300 yds
north of Stancombie Lom house, Data tg searce on the mine which seems to have been
worked in 1879 and in 1880, when 40 tons ol ore were sold, and possibty also daring
the First World War

Manganest wiz also worked bl Lo an unkmown extent in Fligher 8rimley orchard,
SX 799768, In 1967 subsidence in a field led to o modest exploration which revealed a
tunnel about 5k (L bigh and 3 ft wide. Nrifl fragments, picees of candle nad holes
drilled into walls and plugged with wood were seen and also sivns of a ghall. The tuu-
nel wis ahout 100 yds long and wenl inte Brimley hill where it is probable thai the
shait lies.

Mining activity in Ilsington was at its peak in the middle of the nineleenth century.
The 1861 census identities (fty-one miners plus vne mining clerk, ane mining engi-
neer and one engine deiver. Some men shown simply as lnbourers may also have been
employed al the ming: ue was shown as twelve years olid. While most were local men
thirtesn came from Cornwall, Labour figures for dillerent mines shoubd be treated
wilh caution for many workers went {rom mine to mine, By the Lime of the 1841 con-
sug enly seventeen weve shown as working in the mines. Though nalionally insignifi-
cant. lsington mines were an impovtant local activity and, with quarrying, the non-
agricnitural sctiviby of most importimes.
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AN AMERICAN FAMILY AT WAR-TIME INSTOW

Anthony Greenstreet

When war came in 1938 the Cotton Limily Fram Buston Massachusetts had lived in
London for five years. Dick was managing divectar of British Rola Led whose Acton
(actory made vital preeision pumps for RAF planes. His family comprised his wife
Margaret, schoulboy son and two grown-up doughters, Alix and Martha, Alix married
a Hoyal Nuvy pilot who was killed within a year while she wius in hospital for the bivth
of their daughter Penelope. During the war Margaret kepl an sceaunt of the family’s
experiences and subsequently wrote it into a record for her gronddaughier Penclope.
A copy is held by the Iinperial War Musean.

With the fall of Franee in 1940 preparations were made to vvacaate Lhe Beitish Rola
Maclory to Bideford, A large garapge was being converted to accommodate the Taclory
and a new office butlding erected when in Oetober an air-raid devastaded many {aeto-
vivd in Aclon. British Rola survived, bul was ordervad to Bidelord al 24 hours notice.
Margaret Cotlon described the transler: “The night the factory personnel arrived in

Sideford was probuably the busiest night of the war for certain men and women of the
town. The WVS hore Lhe brunt of the work, They Ted hundreds of people and did a
marvellons job, Fur not anly the faetory workers travelled down frem Landon, bud
their famities came alsa, The train was so crowded, like most war-time trains, thal
people were standing jum-packed in the corridors. There had been ng restattrant so
hunger was added to the travetbers’ woariness. When Dick returned b the Inn at
about 3 o'cloek in the morning he was quite wornt oul but enthusinstic abont the wel-
come that his workers and their fimilics had received. “The Lown has heen daroed
miee” he said, “The women were simply marvcHous, No one wenl hungry, Those WVS
wirrkers - [ luke my hat off to them. They managed boans, egus, bread and buatter
vake Lo, cte. And the men helped in getling (ol to hillots. We've come Lo the right
place all righi”)

The: Cottons tedged at The New Inn, Bridge Steeet. Being well-off 'the sway-hacked
iron and brass beds, e cans of lulee warm water (v washing brought up. and Lhe
evil-smelling oil stoves” werde oot whal they were used sy but, after endless London
air-raids, they felt they had-areived in Heaver?. Moreover, Lhey were inpressed by the
Lown's friendly atmosphere shown by the bustle and chatter in the covered Marlket
Place opposite the no - with ifs ‘tubs of hutter and gay flowers; the stalls with tresh
bread: the panniers of garden produee; the hazkets of eggs; the nude chickens, com-
posed with folded legs on elean white cloths; and fur-coaled rabbils, asteep with their
ORI eV

After three woeeks Lthey moved into a Lurge rented howse, Springfisld, ol Inslow with
ning bedrooms and forty-lwo windows needing Dack-out scvecns, By Ameriean stan-
davds it wars uneomdurtable, having no central heating and hot-and-cold basing in only
two bedronms But it had large grounds with walled Bruit and vegetable gardens and,
from a [l behind the village, gave Joue views up the Torridge towiods Bideford,

With itho house came the indizpensable Smale - an exeellent poodener who slso
cared tor the family's ehickens, pgs, dogs and hovse, brought in the coal “and i almast
ulwitys cheerfud and pleasant”, With him came bwo good daily cleaning women, Bat the
Cultons needed move stalll fov their house was always full of guests - especinkbly
bueciuse of their commitment to the British and American Rod Cross to put up oflicers
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on Jeave or active convaleseence, As the was progressed stafl became even more diffi-
cult to got, In 1942 Margarel wrole: ‘In spells wo have a staff. That is Coolt, House-
avlourmaid and Housemaid. Here, in England, domestie help is paid very little by
Arevican standards ., But suddenly there is a “call-up”, and Ruby, the housemaid
departs for the WAAFS, This is morve ol & calamity than it appears, For now cook
wants to know who'll do the vegelables? Frieda, the house-parlourmaid, says it s not
her job, What about her hands for serving ab table? And whal about the ironing? “it's
not ey place, Mam®™. That prim and precise and oflen {inal expression is heard cter-
vally nowadays, And the replacements one acquives through the Local Domestic
Barcaw!!! Oht... Bul, in spite of the domestic “misfits”, 1 also have my sharve of “ireas—
ares" wha create a real loss when the war transfers them Lo faclovy, field or Force.

Eutertaining olficers began onge Springfield was habilable. Towards the end of

18-}, “The g and Bucks Light Infantry are slationed at Westsard Ho!, and among
the officers are some ten or a dozen young men whe like to drop in for a ::}mt agame
of tiridge, o sing song, and the inevitable whiskey and soda’. Margacel's daughlers
introduced them to pop-corn; “When the givls stireed the popped the corn into Lreacle
and then rolted the sticky mass inte balls on a floured board, there were many witling
helpers. Uniforms became dusty with flour, and the kitchen (ull of lnughter’. She
couldn’t bear Lo have ‘a house that dossna’t sesthe with people and babble’, and
Springliclds bodvoomys were usually (ull, *Semetlimes overnight, Lhe sofa and wing
chairs in the drawing reom arv occufied as well, and onee several officers slept on the
floor there, wrapped in blankets Like papouses” In summer she could look oub of her
bodroom on te the lawn "almost any aficrnoen as | change Tor ten gl discover oo,
two or three uniforms thal were not there the last time losked”. Some visils were less
weleome, ‘At odd howrs the intense whiv nnd frightening zoom of planes disturbz us
as boys from the Dvome "beataip” the house. 1 don't Tike ik The givl= find such prace-
tice complimentary. They wave from Lie lawn . The marning Johnny Striebel
slreaked v bhe telephone wire, and hoedge-boppe (| the lower garden fence and jusl,
erested the roof, T hungr out of Lhe window aned shool my Nt ol ',

Like evervone, Lthe Cottons depended on the loval bus service. "The huses here
inbrigue us, They have an intimaote quality in their dealings with those who ride in
them o with the comtey homes whiose doors they pass day by day on hadf-hourly
achedules. The buses not only stop wherever one desires, cven ol ane's owe pale L
bul deliver parcels and articles of all seets, One ean eall up @ shop i Bicleford ar
Barnstaple, and axk for bwo s of sole to e put on the Iam bus, o caal scuttle and
two browms to come oud by the 4 o’elock. Even livestock s thas delivered. T have seoen
sedale hens and gorrulons ducks, in cvates. riding i state on the cear platform with
Lhe conduetress . Often the buses are mel at the designatod spot aad the acticles col-
leeted, and aften. also. the conducbiness obligingty hops affswith the parcel and delivers
it Lo the door. Sometimes there will be an expectant flgtee waiding ab the daae arwin-
dow, and then the bus merely <lows down while the canductress heaves the hox, or
pareel, over the hedge into the garden. Phe 2d or fd, a8 the ease may be,which the bus
company eotlects, is added to one's bill at the shop” Gradually the huses became [oss
dependable, "Thie gas-producing Lrailers attached, to save petral, e most uneefiable,
Thev give up enlirely now and then, One often spends ages inoa static bus o foreed
contemplation of the recal scene, Sometimes the gas trailess cateh fire and then every-
one gets owl and watls for the replacement”.

Margaret cheerfully recorded meny ather inconvenicnees, Faod was short: ‘Here we
live by the sea and For davs there is anly chapped skite to be had, red garwet wnd
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bawls of lavey, o gummy seaweed-like mass of marine Jite that Devonians love when
fricd in Blobs". Milk, nnpasteurised, came in bottles with aicked and jaggod mouths.
Euarly spring lowers were unbelievally expensive beenuse, transpoct by radl being tor-
bidden, Cormsh growers arvanged l Lhete costly delivery by velays of podal-cyelists
extending even to London, Complaining to o Bideloed dreaper about an incoreeet bill,
he retorted that was heenose her hushband had recraited thivly of the shop's giels into
his fuctory. Shi was alse mueh strael by the velative primitive characler of Lite in
Devorn, Hers was Lhe omly velvigevatos in Insiow, bul the cook would not abiandon
using the morgue-Tike slate shelves in the lardor; as a doglans dangliter, Lthe arrange-
ments b Lbhe inmprovised Mood-donor elinie scemed extremely casual; many houses in
Bideford in which British Rola warkeres were hilleted had no baths, sven Lhough hgilt
ag recently as 10293, and there were no publie Daths io the town.

Although there were hardly any aiv-raid aleets al Instow, Lherve was evidence
enough of the war In 1942 she wrote: " With Appledore (refilling and cepatr depot. for
the: Royal Navy just across aur tiny bay, the folifla of small ships up the river land-
tng operations along the beacl with squace-jawed leviathans thal spew men and
tandes upen the sands, o hospiial ship at anchar in the middle oCaur view, we have not
lisst touel with the wins Also, there are mines, They explode with startling detanations
thait shake the window frames. Same of Lhe sea mimes are washed up v stores, one
stch Blasting rools and windows nearby, Land mines arve tested and Lried oul on the
apen reaches at the enlrance to our bay. Some of the plinted mines alony the coast
have been brod upon by unwary visitors who miss the signs, There have been fatali-
Lies, among them g voung couple - a serpeant on leave, with his fiancee down from
London. Watking on the beach they fatled to see the sign at the fool al' s mined cliff,
The guard fired his rifle in warning. Bul it iy thought thal the erashing wuves over-
lapped the sound ... The golf course is ringed with barbed wire and survounded by
mines, Straying -‘hur*p are blown up with unsetlling results upon the golfers” pltay.
There is gun practice along the Front. There are convovs of tanks and guns and RAI°
lorries and Red Cross ambulances on the navrow winding roads. The Bideford
Flospital and ibx stall” twhere her daughters worked as VADs ave pushed to the limit
with service cases, For the ¢lifts and beaches of the West Coast of England are used ax
hattie training ground, and the accidents run from flesh wounds to hroken necks. A
Lorpedosd ship produces dozens of burn cases . In the evening an armoured train
shuliles wp and down the rhdlroad line along the coast at the foot of our hill [L looks
incongruous against the sott and peacetul sunsets)

By (943 American soldiers predominated. ‘Hundreds of Americans have taken over
Woolaeombe sands and oidfls vs training ground for an assault eonrse, The headguar-
ters s adjacent to My Tomsette’s Factory, and the Gelds are [ull of Lanks, “ducks”, aned

jueps. The confusion and explosion poises of abmost coustant manocevres are Lurning

Woolacombe into o nightmare for vestdents and svacuees. Martha has met a lot of niee
voung officers ... They take her and Alix to the dances - those fabulous dinner-dances
of an Amervican Army IIQ where the food is Ithe ambrosia to people so fong on rations

. They come over o Springlietd - big, husky chups o bearing gifts of tomato juice,
candy, elgareties, and cven a ealte now and then', However, Margarel recognised the
Amercan presence caused problems, "The swaggering, botslerous antics ol Lhousands
of GiIs bewilder Devoninns, [n the pubs the Amertean soldier treats the Eoglish beer
and whiskeyv-soda Hke soda-founiain or milk-bar drinks’

With his faclory employing hundreds, ek Collon became an important doeal Ggove
hut was often away in Amervica, In bis abscence Margaret was called on e open Lhe
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Bidelord Agricalteral Show, Lthe Brilish Rola Sports Club, and the Barnstaple
Relatives of Prisoncers of War Club. She presented prizes at Barnstaple Girls
Grammar School, and noted the givls” astonishment when she described how
American stodents paid theic way through aniversity by taking menial jobs « The
Fnglish are a vory class-conscious people’.

Margarel and Dick were honoured guests of the Corporalion on 17 July 1942 when
the Freedom ol Barnstaple wos conferred on American ambassador Winand. They rode
to the Guildhall in Lady Aslor's car: 'In the Speakers’ Gallery were Mr and Mrs
Winant, the Mayor of Barnstaple and the muny Lord Mayors and Mayoresses ot
Devon, their colourful robes and chains ol oflice posilively repal to us Americans,
Abowt the long table in the centre ol the Guitdball, whereupon reposed the Gonous
gold and silver plate of the Corporation, were ranged the Alderman and Burgesses,
the tatter in their blue robes and enormous blue velvet bevets similae Lo the one
Honey VI wears in the Hogarth painting. The gathering of civil guests was well
aprinkled with the khaki, the blue and the grey blue of the various serviees, Gold
braid and decovations made small bright patterns in the tapestry thus presented, s
border a mingling of American and British flags against the walls ... When Mr Winant
rose to sprak there was o burst of applause. Then an expectant hush fell over the
Guildhail

Alter the ceremeny there was o snack in ithe Mavor’s parlour where the Cotlons had
gome cheerful exchanges with Lady Astor, 'She 18 o forthright and dynamie person.
Adthough a Vicginian by birth. there are no languid attitudes of the Southern Belle
shout her'. Then the party progressed to Broadgate House - a nursery for hombed-out
children financed by the people of Varnstable, Mass - which was opened by Mrs
Winant: 'she has an almost, spivituclle smile, although often plagued by ... the devas-
Lating twinges of Tie Dolorewx.” Thenve the parcty visited the inhabitants of the
Penvose Almbouses and cepaired Tor tea 1t Bromley's Cate, s two regimental bands
vieel with each other',

With the war's end, Mavgaret veturned alimest immedintely Lo America which she
longed ta see after ten years” absence, Thus her joamal records ne cegret at ending
her Five vears” stav al Instow. But she took with hey ot least one example of sly
Divonian hamour: onee, when motoring from Bidetord to Bxeter, she and Dick stapped
at Newton 84 Cyres and asked a native why Lhe collages were colournd terra-catta
pink. Mavgarct noted the answer, ‘H be cumoollag, Swy, fur any Nast plane "al cooms,
Her conldn’t find us noo'.
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British Rola at Bideford. The factory established ttselU i Bliioll aod Sons garage and
the showroams of Rawle, Gammon and Baker, 60 originad staff came fram Acton and
this geacdaally bailt wp Lo 600, 400 were tocally recrwited men and women from very
diverse peacetime oecupations, working day and night <hifts from Sam to 7pm and
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Spm to Gam. When the article wis wrillen thire was some expectiation the (aclory
might soon return to London.

THE UFFCULME ARCHIVE GROUP

Peter Wyatt

Professor W G Hoskins did morve than auyone else to raise the status of local history
studies all over the country and many investigations must be traceable to bis influ-
ence. Appropriately, it was a comment of his which led Robin Slaves o set up the
Exuter Universily extramural class which generated our awn work in the 1980s, It is
well linown that most of the Deven probate matevial was burnt in a fire-homb raid en
Exeter in 1842; but Ulleulme was fortunale in having heen made a peculiar of the dio-
cese of Salisbury duving the Reformation. in compensation for the logs of Chreat
Bedwyn 1o Bdward Seymour, and consequently its records were stored at Sualisbary
and are naw held at the Wiltshire Reeord Office at Trowbridge.

Inttinlly the objeet of the class was te transcribe a (ew of the surviving sixteenth
and sevenleenth inventories to see what light they could throw on farming, cloth-
working, and heuschold farnishings at that time. However, half a dozen of us bocame
g0 enthusiastic that we extended the seope to cover aff the extant inventories, wills,
and letters of administration fup to at least the beginning of the nineteenth contiry)
and any other dectments which would help Lo filk out the picture. The membors of the
class who formed the group were Mary Fraser, Peggy Knowlman, Peter Noewton and
Margaret Tucker, {all of whom cither lived in Uftealme parish or were born there,
Logather with Robin Stunes and Peter Wyatt, We were soon joined by Priseilia Flower-
Smith, whe was working on the papers of the Sanlords, a fmity with tnlerests in
neighbouring parishes; nnd together we could all contribute samething from our var-
ied [elds of experience. This small group could no longer be supported as an extra-
mural elass and so continued on a private basis with meelings wt the members’ hous-
ek and, sinee (L was convenient Lo work largely from photoropies, we were grateful to
receive sonle (inancial help from the Ulfeulme Local [listory Society towards their
purchase. [u 19388 that Society produced Uffeadme: a Cufm Valley Pavish, which main-
I covered the period after 1800 and so did nol overlap nur work thongh it gavie us very
uselul background information,

While the transeription of the inventories was n general fask, some materiad
beenme the proseirve of parlicular members, For example, when it was considered nec-
exsary to extend our coverage to the PCC recovds in London, Mary Fraser undertook
all thal wind on her own, There was alse a division of labour when it came to writing
acceunls of the aspeets of lile wul industry in Utfeulme revealed by our studies; and
here we were glad to have a coninibution from Malealm Flower-Smith on the weapons
listed in the inventories, Gealtrey FPraser and Charles Stokes also supplied some iflus-



trations and photographs. In all, several hundred wiils and inventovies weee exam-
ined, together with muster rolls, protestation returs, and lists of noncanformisis,
rates and taxes,

After over ten years, the results of this work were finally published in favo hooks.
One, entitled The Uffecdme Wills and Incentories, became the 1997 volume of Lthe
Devon and Cornwall Record Society and contained most of the mvenlory Lranscrip-
Lions topelher with many of the will summaries (DURS New Series, Vol, 40, obtain-
able ai 7, The Close, Exeter). The sccond, Ufjeulme: a Peerliar Parish, was published
privately in 1997 by the Archive Group and carried the remainder of the arvchive
material and fourteen articles on Garming, eloth-making, houschold goods, cothing
angd varions other aspects af life in the parish from Tador times onwards. (Copies are
on sale in Uffoulme at the Dost OMice and Caldharchour Millh The two volumes are the
same size, over Chroe hundred pages each, and contain colour photographs and other
iHustrations, Sad W say, there was some urgencey Lo rush the second volume through
the press since Peler Newlon, and enthusiastic and valued member of our group, was
very sertously ill, though 1t is sotie comtort Lo report Lthat he received a printed copy
before he died.

We Lhought it worthwhile L give sotie accaunt of the progress and ouleome of this
work, to show whal can be achieved in local history atong these lines by a very inter-
ested group. Few parishes can have had their archives covered quile so comprehen-
sively. Bimilar groups clsewhere nm_:,f e to know Lhat a thousand copies of our comn-
panion volume were printed and priced at just £12 Lo cover gosta. In the event a small
surplus accrned [rom Ume to Ume and this financed o fow reunion lenches for the
group, some of whom had moved out of the distrigt, Production expenses had been
mintmised by earrying out all the editorial work on a persona) computer, an which the
final format of bolh books wasg set up so that our printers. The Short. Run Press of
Exeter, condd reproduce everyihing photographically, thereby avoiding o further stage
of pronfreading. That means, of eourse, thal the editor cannot eseape responsibility
for ane o twa typographical errors that stipped through!
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REVIEWS

tHeaders are advised that opinions expressed by reviewers are their own and not nee-
essarily thase of the Editor or of the Devon History Socicty as o whole!

Devon and the Cinema, by Gordon Chapman. Devon Books, 2000, 160 pages.
lustrated. €15.95. ISBN 1 85522 758 4.

Thase wha have heard Gordon Chapman speak will know that his many enthusiasms
inchude Lhe cinema and the counly of Deven, his home for a number of years. This puh-
lication cambines the two, and is the (irst to cover Hs subject in any depth. The gen-
eral arrangement is chronological, beginning with the days of Lravelling showmen and
fitms bring showi in buildings more usuaily devoted to ather purposes (1895-1014)
and ending with the long period of declining audivnces and cinema closures or con-
versions to different usage (1946- 19951 In belween, the development and decline of
the cinema within Devon is well documented, particular allention heing paid lo the
many picture-houses lost in Fxeter and Plymaouth to enemy action during the Becond
World War. Within each section the relevant towns are sel out siphabetically,
Although this makes the ook an easy refereuce work ta dip into much more will he
guined, especially regarding the social impacl of the cinema, by reading it [rom cover
to eover

The author draws on a variety of sources including year books and divectories. The
mast interesting, howover, are inlerviews with varions cinema proprietors and their
relatives, Such oral history can so easily and so often pass unrecorded. The book s
well faid out and profusely iltustrated. many of the photographs being tuken by the
author. A helpful hibliography is provided and the reviewer was pleased (o Gud an
index. Compared to serae vecent local history publicalions theve are vefreshingly fow
misprints. Unfortunately, the most obvious is in a chapter heading. Although it could
cause evebrows Lo be raised. it does not seriously mislead the reader, and strictly
speaking is not incorrect.

This reviewer enjoyed rending about a neglected aspect of hoth Devon's and
England's recent history und learned much. The hook can be thoroughly recommoend-
ed and deserves aoreadership fe beyond Devon’s cinema bulls. One abiding impros-
sion, however, s ol how surprisingly little appears to be new known of many buildings
which. il nat existing in living memory, were well kinown to the previeus generation,
The reviewer hopes, thevefore, that it will be seme time before Gorden Chapniun
hungs up his polebaak, tape recorder and camera. He hopes also that it will encowr
age others to pass on Lheir reminiscences to the author,

8. Bhanji

Totnes: a Thousand Years of History, by Kristin Saunders. Totnes Museum
Society lor Totnes Museum Trusl, 2000, 80pp. 9 béw iltlustrations. ¢4.95. [SBN ¢
9519680 1 2.

Rather than giving a chronologicel account of the lewn's story, the author hay
altempted to deal with various fopies that have shaped the lile of Totnes and in sa

27



doing has peneroosly acknowledged hoer belpers and given o bibliogruphy of her
sources. She has therefore looked ot Totues as a defensive structure, o Lrade and com-
municitlions centre, a centre of worship and a place to live.

In Furtress Totnes’ the author tells how Totnes owes ils origin Lo ils pesition on the
ridge above the river Dart, being part of the system of fortiflied lowns or ‘hurhy’,
devised by King Alfred to keep the Vikings al bay and founded by his son, Edward the
Elder in about 908, There was noever a Battle of Tolnes, nor a siege of the castle, and
Totnes eseaped direct involvement in the Civil War, but the military history of the
town notes that in Uhe Secotd Word War twenty-three minesweepers were built n
vards along the Dart.

The chapter "‘Merchants — The Palh lo Wealtk’ describes the necd for a roval buvh
Lo have a mint and Saxon ceins have been found in Northern Bourope. Tolnes slate hasg
been lound at Corfe and Sherborne. e 1226 a dam was buill across low grovend to give
aceess to 8L Peler's Quay and a few years later a stome bridge was built seross the
Dart wilh a chapel to St Edmund at one end. The wool trade continued Lhroughout
the Middle Ages and was at ils height in 1467 while tin was probably earried from the
Stannary town of Ashbueten Lo Lhe River Dart. Later in her book the auihor mentions
indulgences granted by Bishop Lacey and [ am reminded that Bishop Stafford grant-
ed an indulgence for the construction of Staverton Bridge in 1413 and this would have
secured the route from Ashburcton te Totnes.

In ‘Merchanls — Ruin & Recovery™the disastrous effect of building a weir to power
the town mills, thereby eausing local flooding, brought Jegal claims lor compeusaliun
that were beyond Lhe resources of the borough, On o happier note the development of
the Turnpike Trusts is mentioned, especidly that of Totnes in 1759, [t could be noted
that the dute of canstruction of over 2 miles of new road past Follaton can be: placed
from the Devon Quarter Sessions records with the building of SBandwell Bridge in
1825 and Lthe constraction of over 3 miles of new voad Lo Buekfastleigh with the build-
ing of Emmetl's Bridge tn 1811, In the chapter on 'Pubbe Health’ we ave reminded of
the care taken of the poor through the years and in the supply of water, also that, curi-
ously, the sewage works 1s upstream of Lhe towi.

Taith & Works' develops the celigious history, mentioning that in 1432 Bishep
Lacoy pranted indulgences to those who contributed towanrds the fonding and con-
struction of the new chureh, St Mary's, the building of which continued through the
next two decades. In Ue nineteenth century the building of 8t John's, Bridgetown and
the non-conformist churches is detailed.

“Vote! Vote! Vate!” tells us of the political developiments through the years and in
‘Conclusion’ we read of Dartington Hall and Lhe ellect geagraphical location has had
on the lives of the citizens of Totnes,

The arrangement of Lhe chapters, the excellent illustrations at their head and the
breadth of historical intevest of the author makes this a very pleasant volume for a
vigitor or Pevonian o read and can only he 2 weleome addition to the beokstalls of
Totnes.

Brian George

The West Country as & Literary Invention: Putting fiction in its place
By Simon Trezise. Universily of Kxcter Press, 20000 xvi + 256pp. ISBN 0 85980 538 6
{paperback’ 0 85989 537 & (havdbackt. Price £13.99 (paperback) £42 50 thardback).

A gignilicant theme of academic local story in recent decades has been the identiti-
ation within Hritain of distinetive ‘countrysides” move aptly described by the French
word poays - regions lavger than counties whose inhabitants were distinguished over
long periods of time by some common economic, social and cubtural eharacteristics, in
part deriving from the particubarity of geography and climate (see, . Phythian-
Adams, Re-thinking English Loced History CQ1987), Ch. 31 The concept is complex and
diflicidt, but the Wesl Country may he cdaimed as such a prys, Lthough there is con-
sidderable scope for more historical reseacch lo determiine its boundavies and to iden-
tify and explain the underlying charactevistics of its people over time,

But the West Country exists in the pupaler mind both as a present and as an his.
torteal entity and in the volume noticed here Simon Trozise examines both the con-
tribution ol litecary writers to Lthe concept ol o "West Country’ and Lhe historieal valid-
ity of the region they have porteayed. Individual chaplers are devoted Lo works of
Charles Kingsley, BB, Blackmorve, Thomas Hardy, Sabine Baring-Gould, Virginia
Wooll and the fess well kaown NHebert Hawlker, but relevant veforences o other
authars both illuminaie the volume’s themes and attest (o the broadth of the author’s
sehalarship.

Trezise convineingly demonstrates with clarity and in painstaking detad that coe-
tain authors were highly tnfluential in ceeabing the perception of a West Counlry that.
has held sway since Victorian tires and in contributing Lo a sense of region and place.
He tackles more oldiquely the equally interesting question of whether this West
Country is largely an huaginary entity or represents an aulhentic picture of an acto-
td region, its topography, history and people, but suecewds in demonstrating that most
ol the authors exnimined deew on an inlimate koowledge of regional wpoegraphy and
pace-names and the oral traditions, dialects, folklore, customs and heliefs of the gen-
eral population, Consequently many of their topographical descriptions authentically
portray the physical nature of these places. And when thaeir fiction is sef in their own
tinme or ig Limes within the memory of those still alive, Trezise's contention that they
provide signifieant insight inte the natwree of local commumitics and their evervday
lives i plausible. Hardy's writings vividly portrayed the reality of cural life and
Baring-Gould clearly understood that smuggling, however exciting in retrospuct,
devived from paverty and a searcity of legitimate wark, Similarly Chartes Kingsley's
poem, “The Three Fishers', presents a powerful insight into 'a whole community strog-
gling to make a living from the sea’ (p. 104) no less real than might be provided by an
historian’s texdt.

On the other hand, atthough myth presented as history is not necessarily false but
rather perhaps a romanticized version of a muore complex realily, the historian must
b more seeptical whon a novelist deals with periods very remote (rom his own. While
Charles Ringsley's portrayal of Elizabetran Devon will undoubtedly prevail, combin-
ing as it dues myth and histovical fact, it also distorls faet and is as rauch a reflection
of the authors altitudes towards nineteenth eentury problems and developments ns a
description of the sixteenth contury past. As Trezise explains, Westward Ho! tells us
more aboutb the 18605 than the 1530s.

Surprisingly, comsidering the theme of the hook, the auther makes no real attempt.
ta defineate the topographical bounds of his West Country and indeed except for the
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temoor of Lorna Doone and Hardy’s Derset the book is coneerned entirely with the
south-western peninsdla of Devon and Cornwall. On the olher hand a bonns is pro-
vided in the numerous enterlaining and informative digeessions from the central
purpose of the bool, which, it must be stressed, contains much more of interest than
it has been possible to touch on here. The volume ends with a useful deseriptive bib-
livgraphy drowing attentien to other works in this freld.

WA Stephens

Christmas in Devon by Todd Gray. Published by The Mint Press 2040(. L16 pagus
with ilusteations, Price £9.99, 1SBN L-903356-03-2.

‘Chrisbinas comes bul once a vear.., and Todd Gray in the introduction to his anthol-
ogy Christinas iv Devon, Lells us that celebrations over Lhe yeuars have taken so many
forma that we canneb talk af & Lraditiona] Christmas. Happily, though, riddles found
in Christmas erackers bave changed little sinee 1807 'what s alwuys behind time?” -
‘the back of 2 wateh’, Bul times change and so do our expectations The request in
“Tommy’s letter to Santa Clans' uf A humming top that [ ean spin, A desk o keep my
treasures in’ would seem uncont to o child in 2001

The anthelogy beging with an intrfpuing aecount of the visit to Excier at Christmas
1995 of King Fdward I and his queen who cime at the request of the bishop to inves-
tigate the muoreder of the precentor. [Lends with o wondecfully etheread pieee by some-
ane who in his imagination makes the whole eathedral come (o Hile to herald ‘the
peace of Christmas dawn’ in 19432,

Towns and villages throughout the county are well representad in the account of the
various pastimes and customs which time has hallowed and sevibes have recorded.
Carals everywhere were usually well received, but in Dactmouth the inhabitants were
surprised at the laxity of the police in permitting a mob of hall-drunk sailoes and oth-
ers to wander the streels singing their valgar songs under the pretext of earolimg. The
cusiom of wassailing the apple trees either on Christmas Eve or Twelfth Night Eve,
and mummers eelebrating the exploits ol St George are frequently vecovded. as are
parties, elaborake or otherwise, for rich and poor.

Pantomimes were performed then as new willh topieal references. A ‘gooding” at
Crediton in 1875 where the worthy squire welvomed his guests ‘with a smiling coun-
tenance and & bag of money’ gives the Navowr of Christmases past. The Decon Times
of 1874 warns against the wish for 2 white Christmas with the imjunction thal snow-
falls might not be s well voceived in the dwellings of the lowly as in the homes of the
rich, Christmas stories are also plankifi], The tale of the meeting of FHisa and Jack
Cameron under S0 Stephen’s Bow in [xeter, and the subsequent developmint of their
love, way be told in an old-Fashioned and sentimental style, bul who cares? There s a
favely and happy ending,

There are little gems that must nol be overlooked. On every page there are daled
snippets, oflen useless, sometimes funny, sometimes just jogging the memory and pro-
ducing a smile because of caseal remembrance of sumething pasl. For instance, in
1817 a swindlor who travelied ander the name of Hloare ol 'a dark complexion, chub-
hy Eaced and weak in ane ove, recently lelt Stoke Canm owing money to the landlord
ol the public house”. In 1818 there was dense fog throughout Devon, and in 1943
Tyrone Power feadured in Song of Fury at"The Cinema’ in Holsworthy on Hoxing Day.
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On o more serious and patriolic nole, in 1942, the Vietory Club, a group of
Payhembury girls, sang cavols "to buy a life-saving jacket [or the Navy',

This anthology bas been meticulously vesearched and compiled by Todd Gray, and
such an evecation of Christrmas will remind readers of pleasurable happenings and
oceasions which ereate good feeling and fellowship at this festive season.

Adee Robertson

Devon und Cornwall airfields in the Second World Wiy by Graham Smith,
Published by Countryside Books, Newbury, Berkshive, RO 14 508, 2000, 258 pages
including bibliography and index + location map and numerons menachrome photo-
graphs, £12.85. ISBN 1 85306 632 XL

This iz one of a sevies of books on the origin and use of English aivfields during the
Second World War, The fivst chapter traces the histovy of Hying in Devon and Cornwall
N Claude Graham-White's sixomile Right from Peonzanee in 1910, the constituLion
ol the Roval Flying Covps in 1912, the formation of the Royval Adr Force in 1918 and
the subsequoent fornation of Fighter, Bomber nnd Coastal Commands and the Fleet
Air Arm with associated units such as Alr Sea Reseue aad the RAF Regimend, Al the
start of the Second World War the anly operatienal Serviee station in the Lwo countbies
was RAF Mounthatten near Plymouth, Between 1939 and 1945 many civilian and pri-
vate nerodromes were reguisitionad and thirteen new wartime airficlds were built, a
major eivil engincering progrannne in itself Aivfiekds {an American Leeme that
replaced the British pre-war ‘acredeames’) in Devon were Bolt Head, Chivenor,
Dunkeswell, Bxeter, Haldon, Havrowheer, blount Batten, Okehampton, Roborough,
Lipattery and Winkleigh, while these in Cornwall numbered eleven,

The building of each of the airficlds ts desceibed, as are the types of airveralt that
Few [rom it Exeter, for example, was 2 municipal airfleld opened in 1937 and was
taken over by the AR on 14 September E938 with a botch of obsoleseent airerall.,
suvh as Fairey Batiles, Vickors Wellesleys and Handlev Page Huwrrows, Lo engage in
experimental work Jor the Roval Afrevalt Establishment, The Drst combut machines
to use Exeter were Flawhker Hurricances, oulstanding averatt designed by Svdoey
Clamm that operated inq aviety of roles. These were followed by Mitcholl's beautitul
Spitfires, Swordfish torpedo biplaves, Hawkor Typhoons and Tempests and de
Flavilland Mosquitoes and Bristol Beaulighler night fighlers,

Eohorough was set up as @ municipal aivport in 1331 and managed internal servie-
es to u number of cities as well as fights to the Scillies and to Jorsey, The Admiralty
reguisitioned the airficld al the outbreak of war although Swordfish had been in rves-
idence belvre this. Closter Gladialors, the inst of the BAF's biplane fighter, were sta-
tioned here in 19440 and were gradually veplaced by Hurricanes and Spitfires,

Winkleigh was destined to heeome sorething of a Cinderclla station. IU was
planned in 1939 but, becauvse of poor sub-soil and drainage, was not handed over to
the RAT until 1 January 1943 wnd then with the runways covered in mud. Coastal
Command decided that it had ne operational use for the airfield and Fighter
Command tool it over with a handiul ot airmen and no combat airerall in Febroarvy
af that year Barly in Qctober 1t wit tempovarily handed over to the USAAF which
used it ax a bage for T3 Day training on the north Devan caust. The remains of one of
the runwiys and the control tower can s4ill be seen from Lthe road between Down 5L
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Mary and Great Torringlon.

This ok records the contribution made by the Devor and Cornwall airfiekls and
the aireraft using them to three major operational veles: the Battle of Britain, the U-
hoat war in the North Atlantic and the defence of Plymoulh and its important naval
dockyard as well ag numerous olher supporl voles, such as, for examypls, fighter piloty’
skill in dealing wilth Hither's Vergeltunstwoaffe or Revenge weapons — the V1 and later
Vi rocleels. The author clearly has the depth of knowledge of the subject to enable him

Lo interpret the vesubts of what must have heen considecable rescarch. This book of
recent history s very readable anid - dare one say it~ may well provide the luxury of

nostalgia Lo reaters who lived through the st war

008 Thomas

A History of Devon, by Robim Stanes. Chichester: Phillimore. 2000, Fddpp
Hustrated. L1594, [SBN 1 86067 D02 4

Robin Stanes, 2 vo-founder of the Devon History Society and @ frequent contributar to
The Devon Historien, is, indeed, an informed enthusiast for all things Devonian, past
and present. His wellvecoived A History of Deecon from the carliesl times in
Phillimore’s Starwen County History series (1986) has gone deservedly into & second
edition. Thi: lirst wae clearty based on wide and deep reading and benefited from dis-
cusgions with fellow warlers in the field, some of them sadly no longer with us. (The
bunign shadow of W05, Hosking Qickers across the puges). [t all made for o very attrac-
Live valume, well abreast of the state of knowledge nad of approaches of the Gme. The
new editim goes on to draw on the extensive work which has been done sinee, in par-
ticular ‘the immense contributions” made by The Maritime Historv of Deven amd the
vast Historicel Atlas of the Sowth-West, both approprinlely published by the
University of Exeter, Stanes also acknowledges how Mark Stovle and Todd Gray, inter
efia, are tightening ow geasp on Devon in the earty modern period, notably during
the difficult 16405 when fieree contllicts could yel be characterised by the Devonian
parliamentarian, William Waller ¢William the Congueror’), as ‘a war without an
enemy’. All this enhances our knewledge and understanding of the county’s history
but alse our approciation of its complexity. Loeal history is really never trivial histo-
vy, Signilicant absorbing things are always going on down there deep umong the grass
roots, Stanes's own spoecial intecest Hes in Farming, seen as vital an element as the soa
in the develapment of an entily with a complex topography confronting, like Spain
and France - both important in Devon’s story ~ two dividing and yet uniting sbreteh-
es of blue water, The vole of commerce and industry, too, is pucsued assiducusly here
through whaot was done by and what waz done to ‘busy. orally, subtyll tinnery’, *Lhe
roughest and most mutinous men in Englaad’, (where is their like today?), and
weaverd, shearmen, priesta and politiclans who bebween them, groups and individu-
als, made Deven the rich pulsating shire it was until well into the Inst guarter of the
second millennium, with a felt impacl on oational, indeed. international history.
Stanes concludes his copiously illustrated overview on an clegiue note, remarking
how developments aver the last century and « balf particularly have pushed us on o
the periphery of national growth. It is ecertainly difficult running through this record
of a onee bustling ‘industrious, leoublesome and alten hazardous past’ Lo aveid mere
nostudyria, and to become cven a litile depressed, surely nob 2 natural condition for
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folk, born and bred here or incomers, enjoying life in these delectable parts. But his-
torians do know by experience thot the unexpected lureks round every corner, and
fulure Staneses might yet find themselves dingnosing a revival,

Tocn Hoots

Liberalism in West Cornwall: the 1RG68 Election Papers of A, Pendarves
Vivian, MLP.
Edited with an introduetion by Bdwiu Jaggard. Published by the Devon and Cornwall
Record Baciety, available [rom the Administrator, Devon and Cornwall Record Society,
7 The Close, Bseter, EX1 {IRZ, 2000, 1vi + 154 pages, notes and index, £15. [RBN D
GOL853 42 9,

This hook consists of letters to and from A, Pendarves Vivian in the period iamedi-
ately betore and after the 1868 election, with a deluiled introduction. The material
mcludes details of election expenses and tables showing Lthe political compleion of
tndividual parishes in West Cornwall, as presented by Liberal Party workers of the
lime, in an uncontested election.

The introduction zets the scene, explaining the political landscape of the con-
stitucney of West Covnwall o the nineleenth century, and traces Vivian's life and
pelitical career. D Jaggard veplains the Liberal dominance in Wesl Cornwalt in the
nimeteonth gentury and shows the gradual shilt of influence From great landiords to
the wealthy siddle-class entreprencurs ke JM. Williams. He points to the contrast
between the towns, where flagrant corruption and intimidation of voters were com-
mon, and the county clections, [n the kitter there were too many votoes to bribe or
intimidate, so subtler influences had to be brought (o hear. Landowners sueh as Lord
Falmouth were still very inlluential, ag the correspondence shows, anid the boak also
demnstrates the importance of Methodism in pelitics of the far wesh. The introduc-
tin stresges Lhe vital importance of an efficient party streciure, in particular with
veference to the registration of voters. The weakness of the Conservatives in this
respect 1 shown Lo have undermined their clectoral chanees,

Vivian was of Cornish descent bul was himself resident in south Wales, where he
managed the family's eopper smelting works. Both the nbreduction and the letters
stress the problems éaused by Vivians non-residence. Mis hackers and party workers
spare no effprl to bring him to the attention of the voters and to make him seem
involved n loeal socicty. The Jetters fall into three sections. The fest are eoncerned
with Vivian's adeption us Libera) enndidate fir West Cornwall and the possibility of =
Conservalive challinge. The next group is concerned wilh the registration of volers
and finally, afier the unopposed clection, the settling of accounts and Vivian's intro-
duction as MP into West Cornwall socicty. The letters shos Lthe network of wealthy
families whove the wives such as Lady Falmouth and Mrs Willtams play an impor-
tant role in organdsing and =oliciting support. We ean {ollow the energelic work of local
Liberals, mostly professional men, in drmning up support and soathing personal
sensttivities. There are tantalising glimpses of Cornish sociely, especiafly in the final
letter where Vivian is urged to atlend, for example, mectings of the Roval Carnwall
Polvicihnic Sociely, and to contribule i prize to the Volunteer Association. Mueh ol the
votrespondence is in the form of fetegrams, often several in one day, which gives o
great sense of the urgency of the whole sitaation and the speed of communication at
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the time. The power of the focal press s alsa vividly demonstrated.

Dr. Jaggard gives 2 most intevesting insight into the local politics and society of mid
nincteonth century Cornwall, He shows thal uneonlested clections were nol without
conflict, and offers a usefud comparison to borough eleclions. In notes after cach letier
Dr. Jaggard indentifies the people mentioned and places them in eontext. T is o pity
Lhal go lew of Vivian's own letters have survived, so ibis ditheull o gain an mypres-
sion of his personalily. A map of West Cornwall showimg the lncation of places men-
tioned wordd have been helplul, as wounld photographs of the principal protagonists.

This 3w a book thai adds to our understanding af nineteenth century political lile
and manoeuvring and as such should inlerest roaders beyond the confines of Cornwall
and Devon.

Kristin Saunders

The evolution of the fishing village: landseape and society along the south
Devon voast, 1086-1550 by [Tarold Fox. Leopards Head Press, 2001, xviii + 208 pp.
fncl. LE fipures (incl, maps) and 6 tobles, also 15 illustrations on sep. pages. ¥13.50,
oht: Bxplorations, 5 Salishury Hoad, Leicester LIEL TQR. ISBN 0 904920 43 7

This work, the fest (ull-length study of medieval lishecies for any streteh of British
coustling, is one of a new secies of ‘Leicester Kxplorations in Local Fistory’ that ave
intended to opon up now research on novel themes, accessinie to bhoth academie and
loeal historians, and in attractive styfe. The author, who is Scnior Lecturer in English
Topugraphy at the Department of {Snglish Loeal History in the University of Leicester,
is one of the Devan History Society’s past presidents. In his prefuee he acknowledges
many who have assisted in his study including Kenneth Smith whose cloar and
informative maps enhance the reading.

Despite some opinions that there was little to be found about medieval Dshing an
Devon's coasts, in his investigations Hurold Fox diseovered an emerging pictore of
Middle Ages activity, sourced nolabdy [rom papers of coastal manors that showed such
details ax income Lo lords and matters of local dispute.

In considering the coastiine, various related establishments are discussed. Port
tywns alse assoclated with Bshing ave noted, such as Dactmouth, Sutunm (Plymouth),
Teignmouth and Topsham., Cellar settlenents, camprising inland stores comnplement.-
ing storage huts on a beach, are explained, exemplified by Coombe Cellars as the sta-
tion for inland Coombeinteignhead, Regacding fishing villages well known in fulor
times, manorial surveys have revealed indications ol covlier origina. Quaye, hoth
riverine and maritime, are considercd, many of the foemer at least, dating from the
thirteenth or fourteenth cenluries, and often built to augment the landlord’s income
as conmereial developmaent adviniced.

Refercuces to Deven's fisherics in Domesday Boolk are noted. ax is the tacl that
gome parishes bad detached coastal portions, as in the eases of Huaecombe swith
Ctombe, and Kenlon, probubly to provide tishiug access, A shure of tenants” fisheries,
either in ensh or kind, was taken by the Terds, sume of whom adso developed divect
pranagement. Bighteen specios of Ash caucht are listed, ineluding conger, hake, her.
ring, ling and salmon. There are relerences W seine nets, operated from boals or shere.
and from the sixteenth century also Luck nets or drag pets, snd stake-fixed nets lor
trapping the fish.

RE

Evidence indicates a huge consumplion of fish i medieval times across all soctal
groups, especially in Dovon with its high urban population. In some cases lords insti-
tuted (ish markets, QGuantitios of fish were taken farther inland by packhorses, also
earried by sea, and Fxeler became a distributive centre for the trade,

Fishing vn rucal manors became largely & by-employment among favrmers. Throe
places: Woodbury, Kenton and Stokenharm, where rare types of source malerial have
survived, are detailed. Housing for extra hands was sometimes provided by con-
structing colluges near faviohouses, or by establishing early fishing stations such as
- in Stokenham — Beesands and Hallsands, originally called Beason Cellar and Haldl
CeHar,

While o few collar setllemoents, such as Stareross, survived as suceh inte the seven-
teenth century or later, a transition feom cellar settlement to fishing village proceed-
ed at may places. With a growing populution, and a sater coastline following the end
of Lhe Hundred Yeors War in 1475, habitations developed nearer to the shoces, At the
azne tme prosperily was increasing, Devon™s output of both tin and ddoth peaking in
the early sixteenth contury, Consequently ports and fishing asialions prospered aned
lacal trade was stirnulated.

[n this book Dr Fox has opened up 2 vew dimenston in Devon's history. The flowing
text makes for enjoyable as well as informative reading, and is well supplemented
with extensive delailed references.

Holen Harris

Devon's Railways by Helen Harris, Bossiney Books, 2001 48 pages. Hlustrated.
a4, ISHN L 899382 40 9,

By coineidenee, this review was comumenced on the day it was announced that because
af what, many sce as a Iailing railway service an inlernal sivlink was inauguarated
from Exvclee This wel-written and well-illustrated bool is a timely reminder af hap-
pier and mure efficient days. However, as one would expeet {rom Helen Hareis, the
conlents go well bevond noslalgia.

The book is divided, primarily on & historieal rather than a geographical basis, into
six soctions, The Orest desciibes the precursors of the present railway system, the
industrial tramways! The best known is probably the Haylor Granite Tramway, and it
wos interesting to read of olhers The nesd bwo sections outline the aorival in Devon
of the (wo mainline serviced [rom Londen, those provided by the Great Western
Raoilway and by the London & Soulh Western Raihway. The next part, the longest, con-
cerns the preliferation of branch Hoes within the county during the laiter half of ithe
nineteenlh tenlury, and conlaing a helplul map. In the fAifih section, devoted Lo the
years of decline, the veviewer was sarprised to learn how many lines and stations had
closed down well before the inlamous Becching Report of BIGH. Finally, the book ends
on z nate of hope based on the ve-opeting of some of Devon's branch hues to provide
w new and enjoyable amenity for both locals and vigilors,

In s well-organised and adequately cross-referenced hook of this length it would be
churlish Lo complain over the lack of an index, Similarly, it 5 not unreasonable to
replace A full Hst of sourees with a brief nole vn suggesied further reading The boolk
it appropriately peiced and should be of valne to all inlerested in Devon's suctal andd
industrial history The reviewer hopes that those lilhvaries who buy it will place it an

B 15}



Lke open shelves and not, because of its size, hide it away among the pamphlets,

S Bhangi

Tin Mines and Miners of Dartmoor by Tom Greeves. Revised cdition 2041
Published by Halsgrove o assoctation with Devon Books. ix preliminaey pages + 86
main text pages + 4 fgures + 75 plates. £12.95, [SBN 0 86111 766 9.

The ook 18 & photographic reeord of the tin mining industry on Dactmoor from the
Iate nineteenih century onward supported by conversations with those oo the moor
whis were or had been connected with the industry. This book was published in paper-
back form in 1986 and revised in 1993, In the prefuce to the 1993 vevigion, Greeves
stales that onty minor corrections and alterations have been made to the text and, i
the preface to Lhe gresent revision, he refers (o snly slight amendments, sueh as the
corrected spellings of names and the identification ol u photographer

The 1986 publivation wus reviewed by F M Grillith in April 1987 in The Theeon
Histortan 34. Griflith describes the book as ‘s unigue and irreplaenable cecord” of the
miners and mining and as an example of “industrial archaeology” with real people’,
Ehe refers to ‘Dr Greeves' enthusiasm and affection for a subject — and subjeets, who
are warmly acknowledged througholin. One can only endorse Lhese views and ree-
ominend the book to Dartmoot historians and archacologists and Lo those whe just
wall on the Moor

068 Thomes

SOME MORE DEVON MILLENNIUM HISTORIES

The oulput of willenninm histories continues apace and it is impossible to keep up

with them all. Here is an alphabetieal scamper through Devon, picking up some of

those vou may hitve missed. All have heen published within the last couple of years,

David Carvter's flustrated history of Appledore {Swindon D Cartery also includes
an account of the Slade fumily, The importanee of being Axmouth - e short fistory is
bascd on Lhe pageant of the same name weitlen by Norman Owen. [lalsgrove is
rexponsible for Bickington's histury: The book of Bickington : from muor to shore by
Stuart Hands, Coverage ol o witler avea than a parish is provided by Shirley Toulson’s

The Biackedown Hills of Seowerset and Devon. Frank Pearce has written The bonk of

Hriviiam, another Halsgrove production. The Uuekland Parish Millennium
Committee produced Breckland Tout Sainés « (he parish, its people and their homes. o
house hy house survey with a franseription ol the census. Pul Wood provides a very
detatled and indexed study A Ristory of the porish of Chardstock which he publisbed
with W, Carter. Jeanne Axtord produced About st St Mary which was available
through the loval Pust Ottice. Brian Read published an ambitiows well indexed series
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entitled Cockington bvpones (Huish Bpiscopi @ Porteullisi. Volume one covercd
Chelsion, Livermead and Stanten Barton while volume two dealt with Cuockington
Church, Cockinglon Court and hostebries. Cockvod aud Fhe Warven: an Ristorical viow
is an 88 page publication devoted to Ltheve comumunitios on the Exe Estuary, Colvion
History Society worked together Lo produce Calvton parish through the confuries
which was launchied ecarlier this year. A good well.veferenced social history of the: some
place in the vincteenth century is The way we Hved then by Jean Robin (Aldershot
Ashgate). Don Callinson made extensive use of the Dartmowth Chrondcle for The
choranietes of Davtmouth @ an historicad yeordy log 18541851 Draetmouth © Richard
Webb), Another combined effort by the local history group is Aspects of Dewlish his-
tory, Panl Greener’s Dremsteignton milfenniem pictire book was promoted by the
Parish (_:I:]LII'ICit.

Ken Beer and Joyee Jones huve edited two booldets; feminster memories and More
Frminster memories. Tony Grumley-Crrennan’s well-produced Gidleigh e Darimoor
eillage past and present {Gidleigh : Glebe Publishing) is largely o survey of propertios,
Hawkehureh is served by a new cdition ol Jack BanReld's Heawhbefirch @ where Dorset
mivets Devon, Two more Halsgove communily histories: Avril Slone’s The book of High
ickington = Devon ridgeweay village and Dick Wills's The book of Dainglon @ a pho-
tographic hiistory of the porish provide attractive volumes covering Lheir respective
communities. The Kentishuary catalogue @ the past, prosent and futire of " parish with-
vut ¢ pitfage” was produced by the Kentisbury Cotalogue Stecving Group, o detailed
and closely set 180 page campilation,

Nuol Parry continued his history of Lapford with & mid Decon village  photographs
of Lapford between 1880 and 1889 which he also published himself. Jobn Sage com-
piled Luppitt parish, eliereh and peepde for the Lappitl Loeal Fhistory Gronp, o wide-
ranging snd well indexed publication, The dariansteigh Millennium Group published
Meariansteish : the parish through the aues while Membury Local History Society pro-
tuced Ron Craddock’s Arewsd and abont Membery, with transeripts of documents
amd line-drawn illustrations. Novthteigh Parvish Counctl published Jevemy Sergeant’s
Northtvigh ©a miffennivm history, o detailed indexed study bul valertunaiely spival
bound. Keverad Books of Exmauth published Gerald Millington and Bob Joness Al
ghout Olterton ; behind e pictiere posteard by Gevald Millington and Bob Jones,
Pavhembury millenniion baak. 1 137 page tllustrated survey wus compiled by the spe-
cially formed Payhembury linak Crroup and was edited by Robin Stanes.

A seeond edition of the extensive and detailed siudy of Sandford A parish patchieord:
by Daphne Munday saw the light of day i3andford « Southgate Publishers). Shetheor
00 - o millennivm cofebration - is one of @ number of such local works that the
Westeountry Studies Library heard about bat was unable to acquire. Two more
Halsrove productions: Sitverton Local History Sociely’s The book of Siluerfon : por-
trait of o ve vadley parish and Roy Radlord’s The boods of Sowuth Tawton and Sowih
Zeal. Corol Share's Stories of Stoodfeigh was produced by LR, Enterprise of Tiverton,
Gerry Mallhews produced a pamphlet entitled A Aistory of Thoredov An excellent
publication loolnoted with a geod index and pieture eredits is The book of Trusham ;
¢ parish petchework by Alick Cameron (Tiverton @ Halsgrove) LM.B. Hawes had »
broad chronelogical sweep to his Wefeambe @ 2000 BC to 2000 AD. John T2 Downes
reprintid Ris pamphlet Woolfrdiswaorthy (Wondsery!  the village with teo names, The
last of this batch is a history of Yaveambe by Ruth : From monks to the millennnon
¢ histary of Yareombe parish whieh inchudes o survey of properties in the parish,

All these works and more will be listed in the Devon bibliography. The 1999 volume
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of this has just been produeed, price £2.95 from Exeter Conteal Librawy, Castle Street,
Excter EXA 3PQ ichegues payable to Daven County Council), The hibliography is also
available on the internet at httpdvowwdevan.govukAibrary/locstudt/gevhib99 hitml.

But uot afl historical endeavour has resulted in publications. Mention should be
madle of the Deabury Archive Group who were involved in several year’s work in pro-
dueing the Denbury Millenninm tapestry — 500,000 stitches by 250 participants over
six yeurs which involved much research on the viltage. There 18 more than one way of
‘doing history’ and there is certainly a kot of this happeaing in Devon. Please kevp the
resulting publicalions volling in to the Westcountry Studices Library.

fan Maxted
Clounty Local Studics Librarion

JOHN SOMERS COCKS

Juhin Sonters Cocks, who died on 22 Aprid i the age of 79, will be particularly vemem-
beried as an outstanding authorily on Dartmoor history, He possessed a deep and welt
documented knowledge of the subject, which he was always genevously willing Lo
share with thuse who consulted him.

In his bovhood Joba Somers Cocks lived at Chaglord, where his love for, and com-
mitment to Dortmoenr toole hold, During the Second World War he juined the Royal
Engineors, and he was serving in India when, in 1943, he contracted polioe, A return
to England and a long convalescence fullowed, but the effects sadly prevented him
fram resuming his Dartmoor walkiog, His mind, however, was ever active, and he
develed hitmself Lo vesearch and writing and the matter of Dartmoor’s protection. e
became an expert oo Dartmoor Commons’ Taw, and this was one subject on which bis
counsel was often sought. Art was another of his iany interests and he compiled the
noluble catalogues Devar Topoagraphical Prings 1668 (370, The Devon History Soviety,

ol which he was a member, was grateful to draw from Lhis highly respected volume for

cover ilustrations to The Decon Historian,

Alter his marriage in 1866 John and his wife moved to Hve just south of the moor,
Many writers and others who have known him as a wise and kindly mentor wilt have
beon saddened at his passing, Our sympabhy {8 extended to hix wile Jane and their

Fumily
fLH,

NOTICES

Fraom Totnes. Bob Mann has sent in a copy of The Totnes Historion No 3 12000-2001),
the Totnes Museum Society’s anmual journal which he edits. The 18-page booklet
includes articles: *C.I% Rea and the impoctasce of focal histovians’ by Karl Mergan-
Pritchard, and ‘An interesting pavemant’ by R.L. Saunders. (Free to members of T'M S,
otherwise obtainable at the Museum, 70 Fore Strect, Totues, £13. Bob Mann's pamn-
phict Baring-Gould and the Village Song-Men has also been received. This gives
hackground Lo the two-hour show featuring musical iterns by Mick Bramich and Les
Noden, and readings by Dob himselll (Further information of these shows: D1803
AH6250),

The South Devon group of the Devon Family History Society arranges coach
trips fuor its members and other to the Public Record Office at Kew, at approxunately
three-monthly intervals, The organiser, Mr Denms Bramble (01803 873525), would be
pleased to hear from any members of the DS interested in visiting the PRO. Cost so
Far has been £15 per person per visit, The coach will picle up people in Exeter
Depending on traffic conditions, about seven hours are available to be spent al the
Recovd Office,

Silverton Local History Society is due to have an evening outing to Tiverton
Muzeum on Monday 17 September, and a talk hy My John Leach on Lime kilus and
Lime hurning on Monday 15 Cetober, Details of these and further meetings fram Jon
Ayshiord 01392 860777,

Widecombe and District Local History Group meets on 3 October for a talk by
Ly Walmsltey on Field Archaeology; on Sunday 7 October for a guided walk avound
Kelly Mine, Lusileigh; sa Baturday 17 November to vigit the Royal Albert Museum,
Exeter, and vn 5 December For a talk by Pauline Richards on the Dartmoor Resceuc
Ciroup. Details lvom Hon Sec Anthouy Beard on 01364 821216,

Heavitree Local History Soviety
The Suciety is currently peeparing for a communily history projeet supported by
Exvter Muscurn Services, The exhibition will cover the history of Heavitrer parish
from as lar back as possible to the present Lime and will be staged at the Roval Alhert
Memorial Museum, Queen Street, Exeter for 5-6 weeks cammoencing on 4 May 2002,

This date coincides with the 80th anniversary of the heaviest bombing raids on
Exeler and the launch of the British Local Flistory Association's *Lacal History Week
2002

The Soelety is vncouraging as many organisations and ndividuais as possible Lo
cuntribute to the exhibition and with this in mind s slaging a small avarveness raig-
ing display in the foyer of Exeter Central Library from 24 September to 8 October,

Contacl Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road, Exeter, KX1 2Q8, tel: 01392 216395, email
perniPsupanel.com, if you have any photographs, drawings, documents ete relating to
Heavitree which you think might be of interest,
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