





DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

Current and back issuwes of The Devon Historien (exeept for numbers 7, 11, 15, 16 and
23 can be obtained from Mr David Thomas, 112 Topsham Road, Exeter, EX2 ARW. All
Issues ace priced at £3, post free to members. Also available post free are Index fo The
Devnn Historian (for issues 1-15, 18-30 and 31-45), and Devon Bibdiography 1980 (i o,
Nu 24 of D, which was enlirely devoled 1o our first Biblingraphy), 1981, 1082, 1683
ancd 1984, ull €1 each, Bibliographies for more reeent years are available Gom Devon
Library Sorvices.

The Vico-Chairman, Mr dohn Pike, 82 Hawkins Avenue, Chelston, Torguay T2 6ES,
wadld be glad to agguire copies of the oul-of-stock numbers of DI

NOTE FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Articles are welcomed by the Hon. Fditor Lo be considered for publication in The Devon
Historian, CGenerally the lenglh should nol exceed 2,000 - 2,500 words (plus notes and
possible Hlusbrations), although mucly shorter picces of suitable substance may also be
acceptable, as ave items ol information concerning museiuna, focal societies and partic-
ular projecls betag undertalken.

To assisl Lhe work of the Tditer and the printers please ensure thal contributions are
cleavty typewritten, on e side of the paper anly, with double spacing and adequate
marging, and algo, as far as possible, thal the journad’s style is followed on such mat-
ters as the restrained nse of capital Tetters, nnitial single rather than double inverted
commag, the writing ol the date thus e 1 July 2001, ete,

DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY LOGO

Twuo entries were received for the logo competilion announced in Devon Historian 67,
The loga thal veceived the greatest number of votes at the Annual General Meeting
wad eulerad by a member who wishes Lo remain anonymons. Tis togo will he incorpo-
vatod fnto Lhe Sociely's stalionery early in 2001

RORA, OF THE MANOR OF ILSINGTON

Bill Ransom

Rora, together with Court Barton, compriscd the demesne and barton tands of
(lsington mancr. The latler has been examined in an carlier paper! The fivst known
roference to Rora was in Pipe Roll 14 of Henrey TIT when:-

Ricardus de la [Hore debet dim.m.pro codem i Hichard of Rora owed half a
mark {or the same :this veferred to an earlier word '‘plegin’ pledee ¥

Hore is thought to dervive from the word ‘ore’ or ‘ora’ meaning a boundary and it is
worthwhile to digress briefly as to which boundary that might b, Possibly it might be
that of one Peadingtun noled on a steip of parchment and headed ‘Peadimg tunes land-
seove thaer Aesecburne utscyt, that is “This is Peadingtun’s land boundary at the
Ashburst outfalP!. The original document of which the parchment may he a capy is

jwddged to have been completed in the fivst hall of the eleventh century, The boundary is

a long one touching in its southern portion upon the boundaries of what are monw the
parishes of Hsington, Bickington, Ogwell, Woodtand and Ashburton. Mueh s uhscure
with references Lo such searcely identifiable points ax lTingstane, hive-tree and seven
stones. There is geneeal agreement, howeven, that the boundiry starts where the viver
Ashburn falls into the Dart near Buckfast Bridge.®

In 1494 an indenture was made, in Latin, between John, Lord Dyvnham and Joan
Northwar" The translation of the Rrst portion reads:-.
et atl present and those in the tulure know that [ John Dynham Lovd of
Dynlam, kiight have givea canceded and by this my present indentured char-
ter conlirmed to Joan Northway and to Joho her son and Joan his wite and
Juhn the son of those sameaIohin and Joan all my messuage lands and Lene-
ments with nppuctenances at Le Rove in my manor of Hgington which the said
Joan Nerthway field the sarae eartior to have and to hold all the aforesaid
messuage lands and tenements with appurtenances to the aloresaid Joan and
Johr her sun and Jaan his wite and John the son of those same John and Joan
far the: term of their lifis and ol the one of them shall live the longest.

Interestingly we see thal Joan Northway had held Rora before that date. The inden-
ture goes on Lo shaw thal Lhe reat was to be 40s a vear and the tenants were Lo pay sait
at Lord Dynham’s eourt and that of his heirs twice a year As with Courl Barton in
flsington rights of haybote, firebote and foldbole were granted te. the use of wood for
fuel and for the maintenance of farming structurves.” A fee of 100s was also to be paid.
tt will be of intevest later to nole that one of the witnesses to this indenlure wus a
Thomas Hexle and that the lease was for three lives an example of the practice which,
int Devon, probably arvose in the latter part of the Bfleenth century.

Chronologically, the next known document relating to Rora is that ol the survey
undertaken in 1566 for Henry Complon who hiad acguired part of Lol Dynham’s fands
following the death of the latter in 15017 One important seetion of this decwiment deals
with the demesne and harton lands of Usingten manor and given belew ts o translalion
of Lthe text relaling to Rora.



John Northway holds for the term of bis life by indenture given under the seal
of Jotm Dynham, Lord Dynham on the morvew of AD Saints in the 10th year
of Henry VII all messuages, lands and holdings with appurtenances at Lez
Rove in the manor of {lsinglon and their belongs Lo the said holdings ele. 1
dweling house in which he lives and another tarmhouse; 1 orchard; 1 garden
¥ acre; close Calver Park 4 acres: close New Park 3 acres; close the Wood Park
acres; close Higher Lange Land 2 % acres; close Lower Lange Land 3 acres;
closge Buttor 6 acres; close Gillhil Park 4 acres; close the Manno Park 4 acres;
2 closes Higher Marshes lying together 8 acres; ¢lose Lower Marsh 6 acores,
close the mead next the garden 1 acre; meadow close Longmead 2 acres; 1
small meadow ¥ acre; close Little Park ¥ aere; waste Bower Down and the
wood in which is growing vak ete. conlaining in alb with 20 acres of wood 40
acres and pays per annum with suit 40s.

The entry clearly vefers Lo Lhe 1494 indenture and the rental is the same at 40s.
There is in the margin in a different hand Lhe statement:-

Reversion grantoed to Alexander his son and to Richarvd son of the said
Alexander and Agnes wife of the said Richard (or a Lerm of 90 years by inden-
ture if they so long live for a line of £24.

»

Rora is given in the plural in Lhe 1566 document but in the singular in that of 1494
and examinalion of the original Latin texts confirms this, It will be seen later that Rora
was, indeed, divided, The John referved to in the 1566 survey would seem to be the
grandson of Joan Northway (unior), of the 1494 lease

[n o deed of 2 February 1568 George Ford, shown in the 1566 survey as possessed of
half the manar of Tlsington, mortgaged Lo Leonard Miller also of [singlon, half of
‘Roner or Runava’ and hal{ a dovehouse belomging to it in the tenwre of John Northway
and Alexander Northway?

On 2 November 1593 another lease was eflfected between John Arundell of Lanherne
and his wife Anne of the one part and John Northway yeoman of Hsington of the seeond
part.'* The Arundells leased Lheir portion of Rora, stated te he one quarter, for a term of
90 years bul again on three lives that of John, and his sen and daughter Thomas and
Margavet, if they should ve so Jong. The rent was to be 10s a vear, (une gquarter of the
earlier rental of 40x), The significance of the quarter portion is that when Lord
Dynham died all his estates, including that ol Hsinglon, were Lo be divided equally
hetween his [bur sisters or their heirs, His thivd sister Katherine married Sir Thomas
Arundell and clearly this quarter portien was still in the Arundell hands. The enlry fee
was E40 and presumably also a quarter of the full amoeuant. The lease referred to a dove-
house and to Bova wood in addition to more geneval reterences to such items as gar-
dens orchards, moors and commons. On the death of John Northway the fourth part of
a hest heast should be paid as heriol or 165 8d in lieu thereof,

In 1609 a survey roll of lands in Devon of John Arundell of Lanherne showed John
Northway aged <15 ag holding a quarter part of Rora with Thomas his son (181 and
Margaret his doughter (200 ol a vent stll of 105, a fee of 240 and heriot. of a gquarter ot g
best beast or 16s in lien, !

On 28 November 1622 Johan Northway married William Bickford. Johan may have
been she wha, baplised on 8 June 1801 was shown as daughter of John. This probably
signaled the introduction of Bickford to Rera, for a son John, baptised on 17 August
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L1623, is shown u the parish registers as the son of William Biclkford de Rowra, ™

In 1630 & Chureh Rate list shows John Northway of Rora paying 3s 44, Thomas
Northway and William Biclford each paying 12d.% Clearly John had the major parl of
Rora which was divided into three parts, He is probably that John de Rowra baptised
on 10 Becember 1563 and buvied on 7 June 16843, An Agnes, widow ‘de Rowra', was
burted on 28 July 1647, The last specific mention found associating a Northway with
Rora was in a docwment dated L July 1663 which stated:-

By indenture therein reciting that Thomas Northway did as of Baster Term
before the dale of this Deed suffer & common recovery of one messuage, one
Tolt, 107 acres of land and 21 acres of meaduw in Usington Gillhill and Rora. ™

The only Thomas Northway shown in the parish registers Lo have died alter this date
was buried on 31 January 1663, (in the seventeonth century a new year starled on 25
March).

There was then a gap in knowledge until 1722, An indenture of 13 Mareh 1741
between Emanael Hole and Sarah Bryant assignee of the estate of Sumpson Hele,
linen draper, velers to indentures of lease and release daled 1 and 2 July 1729, This lat-
ter indenture apparenily relates to an assignment by Sampson Hele and his wife
Elizabeth to Thomas Baker and his heirs of

all that moiety of one wudivided messuage and tenement with the appurte-
nanees in Rora and one dovehouse and all that wood commonly called Rora
Wood.... then or late in the lenure of Peler Baslow alias Cooke,'?

Nothing further has been found until 1780 when the Land Tax Asscssment ([JTA)
records show Mr Filmore as proprietor and Philip Raby as tenant.!'®

It is now nevessary to turn back briefly to the 1566 survey for Henry Compton of his
holdings in the manor of Ilsington. The background Lo this survey and the subsequent
descent and dispersion of lands in Ustaglon has been comprehensively reported else-
where, ! Suffiee it to summarise that half of the manor, which ineluded Rora, was then
held by George Ford, one quarter by the Arundel family and one quarter by Compton.
By 1682 dohu Egerton, a son-in-law of 8ir Henry Ford, the latter the great-grandson of
George, was lefl, infor alia, and following arbilration in a dispule over Sir Henrv's will,
‘half of Rora’”. The award does not say who owned Lhe other halt Maybe it was that held
by Sampson Hele some thirty years later but if so we do not know from whom Flele
obtained tt. Here is an unresolved issue whieh is likely so to remain,

John Egerton lefl his part of Ilsinglon manor to his son John, rector of East
Allington, who, in 1730, devised it Lo Egerton Filmore of Lympstone: he is the Mr.
Filmore of the 1780 LTA records.

fgevton Filmore died in November 1788 and left two daughters as co-heiresses,
Sarinh and Elizabeth, but Elizabeth soon beeame sole heiress as her sister died in the
lollowing Junuary. She is shown as both ewner and occupier of Rora in 1780, From
L7911 to 1795 she was still the owner with Willinm Rowell as ocecupier. After her mar-
viage lo John Searle in 1795 the latier became owner again with Rowell as occupier
John died in 1808 and Elizabeth in 1809, In her will dated 31 October 1808 she devised
to her cousin Abraham Filmore: ¥

a farm called Rora tn Ilsington now in the possession of William Rowell paying
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thereout Lo Juhn Iilmere Kingston, nophew of the said Abeabziond 100,

llora Wond was left to her cousin Emlin Pilmore.

The LTA records and the Electoral Registers show Abraham to be the swner of Rora
Farnn until 1858 in which year he was suceceded by Lewis Filmore ol Stoke Damarel.
Abrabam married Saeah Ann Hill of Topsham on 28 Mareh 1808, Sarvah dicd in 1880
aged 83 described as the widow of Abraham Filmore of Hsington and Devenport™ she
would thus lave been 31 vears obd on marriage. Lewis was their son cheistened ot St
Mary Magdalene, Bermondsey, London on B3 December 181541 He marrivd Theodosia
Bayd, only daughter of Henry Clare of Notling Hill and Werth, Sussex on 8 November
1858 an dicd on 97 May 18905

Lewis is shown in the schedule accompanying the tithe map of Hsington Tor 1838 ax
the owner of 191 acres and 34 perches of Rora farm with John Mortimore as the ocen-
|Her

On 20 May 1829 Emlin Filmore movtgaged Rora Wood to Sibella Hext, widow, and
James Hext of Staverton for £1200.% The conveyance gave Emlin filmore the vight to
repay the sum borrowed and acerued interest al any time she so wished. Sihiella and
James acted as Lrustees tor the son and daughters of Sibela. Jamues stidl owned the
wood In 1838 wheo itx extent was given zs 62 acres, 3 roods and 38 perches,

Rora waod had a complicated mortgaee history following this conveyance of 1820,
Thus on 23 June 1838 it was included in propertics assigned to [Francis Cornish
Newman of Sloane 8t London snd #harles Kitson ol Ashburton®! on 30 May 1839
fimlin Filmare Lthen of Cheshunt i Hertordshive and athers conveyed it Lo James
Hext and Thomas Hext ol Staverton:® on 18 Ogtaber 1847 James and Thomas Hext
mortgaged it Lo Robert Tucker in trust for Edwied Flusson of Ashburton.™ Finally on
22 December 1866 Lowis Filmore then of Brompton ie Middlesex aequired “all that,
woodland, coppice. .. known ax Rorn Waed estimated al 84 acres’ ® So at thal date the
Rora estate, including the finmbause and wood, wios hack in the ownership of the
Filmore family.

In the previous year Lewis Filmore, thet of Victaria S, Westminster, agreed o pay
Samuel Sercombie, o butlder of Newion Abbot, £180 for ablering ‘a howse at Rora” " It is
reagsonable Lo suppose that this was o precursor o lus inlention to recover and improve
the Rora estate. o.fust over o century carlior o Greace Filinore married Lsage Sercombe
on 27 November 1762 al Exeter St Paul - an carly family relationship). Upon the death
W Lewis Filmore, 27 May 1890, the estate passed fo the surviving family, namely
Theodosia Boyd Filmove, her sons Lewis Egorton and Henry (lave and her daughters
Lucy Fub Carol Olway, Theodosia Catherine and Alice Bovd Bowers, Hemy and Lucy
died in 1910 and 1920 respectively. Lewis Egerton made a deelaration concerning the
ownership of Rora farm in 1921, (see reference 22), the conveyinee of which had heen
lost enching with the statemend:-

wy father the said Lowis Filmore was at the date of his death seised of both
Rera Farm and Rorn Wood free Irom incwmbrances and that the same proper-
ty has been in the possession of our family ever sinee and that no adverse
cluim has been made therelo by any person whomsoever

The Rora eslale was conveyed to Ralegh Buller Phillpotts of Bridge House, Bovey
‘Cracey by indenture dated 13 June 1921 4 few days before this declaration.

Ralegh Buller Phillpotts was descended from Heacy Phillpotts, Bishop of Exeter, and
then Lthrough his son William, archdeacon of Carnwall, The archdeacan marvied inta
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the Devon famity of Buller the mast Sanous wember of which was CGeneral Siv Redvers
Buller V.C. Rategh was boca on 22 Octoher 1871 the anly son of a barrister William
Francis Phillpatts and Gertrude Cacoline Guller of Strete Ralegh, Whimple. Ralegh
married Jean voungest daughter of Alan Sicwart. Kinloeh, Rannoch in 1898 was ealled
to the bar in 1894, retived [rom practice in 1920 and was created a knight in 19464 He
dind at Rora house in Octobor 1960 leaving Lwao sons and a daughier His widow, Jean,
died in 1985 but some five vears hefore had moved with her son Alan, to nearby Lenda,
tara Farm was sold Lo Peter Ayhiffe of Bickington in 1960 and then to Mr and Mrs
Mellvoy in 19615 Mrs Mellroy conlinues Lo veside there: her hushand died in 1998,

Fig 1 Rova, 1838 Schedule Nos I77, 478, 479, £7% i Rora Dowen cond Woodd fie ot the
miegy fo he west of Penn Wood,

GR 799741

GR 8127435




Rova [Mouse algo passed from the Phillpotts aronnd 1960 Grstly to Mr and Mrs
Bradtord and then to Maleolm Ford who purchased it in 1968 from Mrs Bradlord, her
bushand havang died in 1966, From 1970 o the present Rora House became the head-
quarters of the Rora Christian Fellowship Trust. ™

For much of the time Rora farm and house wore pecupied by tenants and the long
tenaney of the Northways has been noted already. [E is beyond Lthe scope of Lhig article
Lo fist all the known Lenants which ¢an, in the main, be found by reference to eleetmal

vegristers, consuses and directories.

Figiire 1 and the accompanying Lable show the Rova entry in the tithe survey of
1838,
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N

434
435
434
437
438
467
477
478
481
482
483
484
A84a
485
4850
486
487
A88
484
4040
491
491a
403
4653
404
405
498
A9Ga
497
494
499
00
A1
502
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Little or Lower Brake
Drews Marsh

Great ov Square Brake
Jowell's Marsh
Gilbwoell

Rora Down

Woody Park

Middle Park
Colly Park

Higher Meadow

Rora Houst:
Garden

New Plot

House and Road
Higher Orchard
Ley Plece

" "

Round Close
Longland
Long Close
Buttons

Well [k

Plot

Moad Plat
Lower Orvehard
Lower Meadaw

Type of Tand

A

rwrn

w
A
A
A
|
Pasture

¢
Homestead
Garden
New Plotg
FHouse ete.
{rehord

A

W

W

A

A

A

!

A

C
(-\
(vechare
Pasture

8

Size

r p
2 12
2 2
2 12
2 13
2 14
¢ 26
i 32
2 20
2 17
3 1k
3 a2
2 10
l B
4] 2]
n a8
1 ¥
] H

1 B
2 RIS
3 3]
2 |
L +
3 L}
( H

i G
{1 24
3 22
3 i
I 24
1 26
{) 17
1 3h
2 4
2 34

503 Rap Coppiee & Waste & W 3 4 4
503a " " " Woo) 1 0 16
st Marma Park Orehard { 1] o
D] - ! A 2 i 16
oG Manna Park Mooy Rough Pustuar: uJ l 37
LO7 b " " +4 2 a1
hiA White: Ash Aldvrs ete | ], 22
Hig " " A 3 1] K}
R%a o { L 1] 8
514} Niovth Marsh {! ¥ L i
511 " " A 4 ] a0
Slia " N { {1 3 24
512 Mawley or Old Leys Titnher ete. 4 l 24
B2 Loy Mendow A ] 4 N2
479 Ruiy Waad {! pe! b 3
4700 b " [Furze Heath s {} 13

Teortaad 264 (] 32
A= Avable € s Coppice W = Waste

The

sizes are i acres, roods and poles with 40 poles Lo the rood and 4 roads to the acre.

Notes and References

CRO = Cornwall Record Office

RO = Devon Reeord Office

L.

Leh,
1L

1%
15,

Rausom, B, “The Court Barton of the Manor of Hsington', Devon Historian, 60, pp
1825, 2000,

Pipe Holl Society, Pipe Rol L4 Henvy THL New Sertes, 4, 1927,

Gover, LEB,, Mawer, A Stenton, B.M., The Place Names of Devcon, Fnglish Place
Name Society,9.p.477, Cambridge (Iniversity Press, 1932,

Bavidson, LB, ‘Some Anglo-Saxon Boundaries’ Transactions Devonshive
Assoctation, 8, p.390, 1876,

As for reference 3 but page 162,

CRO, Lease tor Three Lives of Lands in {lsington, AR1 632, 2 November 1494,

As for reference L.

DR, Survey of Lord Dynham's Lands, 2 17/8/19, 1564,

DRO, Calendar of Borolled Deeds, No.831, Rolt 22, Membrane 13d, 2 February,
1hes,

CRO, Lease of Lands called Rowra, ARA/2074, 2 November 1593,

CRO, Swrvey Roll of the Lands in Devon of dohn Arundell of Lanhorne, AR2/393,
9 Angust 1609,

Devon and Clornwall Record Soctety, Hsington Pavish Registers.

Church Rate List, 1630.Communication Mr RN Wills. See also Fursdon, (LA,
Devon Parishes Church Bales, 3, p. 105, undaled.

4. Photocopy of an abstract of Sarah Bryant’s Title to Gilhill and Killa, The vriginal

G



DR releronee cannod now be Eraced.

if. DO, ndenture Between Emanuel Hole, Savah Bryant cle, Box 32 58/, 13 March
17:LL.

16, Tand Tax Assessment Reeords held on miceofiche al the DRO.

7. Ransan, B, “The Deseent and Dispersion of the Manor of Hsington®, Trinsertions
Devonshive Asenciation, 131, pp. 1053-12EF

8. DRO, Wil of Blizvabeth Seavle, 26.00 M oadd 2 71

19, DRO, Tapshom Yarish Registers,

A0, Centlemon's Moy zine, TG, Pard tL p OB,

21, International Genealogical Index, England, A 1317

29, DRO, Declavation of Lewis Bgerton Filmorve, 2644 M add 2 E7, 17 June 19021,

23, DRO, Morlgage ol Bora Wood, 26:040 M add 2122, 20 May 1329,

24, DRO, Assignmuent of Propertics Lo Newman and Kitson, 2644 M add 2°123, 23 June
1838,

26, DRO, Conveyanee: of Rora Wood to James and Thomas Hext, 2644 M add 2 T25, 31
May FH34.

26, DRO, Mortgage in Trust of Rora Wood, 2644 M add 27726, 16 Oclobor 1847,

27, DRO. Couveyance of Rova Wood to Lewis Filmere, 2644 8 add 277,22 December
EHi

98, DHO, Alteralions 1o Rora Flouse, 26844 M add 2 52, 1865,

240, RO, Acknowledgement and Undertaking between Lewds Dperton Filmore and
[alegh Bulier Phillpotts, 2644 M add 2 ES, 30 June 1921

B30 Rlael, A anel O, Who was Who, 4, 1941-50. Adame and Chates Blacke, London.

g1 Pevsonal Commmumication, Mrs Mellvoy, March 2000,

320 Personal Cammunication. My Maleolm Ford, April 2000,

Acknowledgements

I wish fivstly to acknowlodpee the generous help from Mr BN Wills of Narracombe
Farm, lsington who placed lor my nse much informatkion gathered over many years.
My thanks also to Valerie Ransom for seme of the Latin transerviptions, to Mrs Mellvoy,
Mr Mateolm Ford, and the =t ot the Devon Becord Olfice and the Westeountry
Studies Library

1

JOSEPH AND WILL{AM WIMPEY. ELUSIVE MANORIAL
LORDS?

fichurd Bass

What is the connection between His Grace the Duke of Beaufort. Joseph Winpey of
Christehureh, Hampshire, and Culmpit in Bratton Clovely? The answer s ta be found
in o manuseript book which §ecame across recenthy, entitled The Mooy and Berangh of
Chedmibeigh [n Deconstive, 1711 This survey, commissioned by the Dike of Beautorg,
then Lord of the Mauor, 2 bound iy paveliment, 129 in x 7% . and has in it 538 double
pagres listing e nees of tenants of three out of the {ive prebends and fhe extent and
value of thewr holdings, written in a beautif] copperplate hand, and is the partner of
the Mag of Urebend Lands which the duke had made al the came Lime, now s the
Devon Revord Ofliee” The survey is an inlriguing vecord of carly cighleenth century
Chulmleigh and awaits detailed researveh. These threee prebends in the nal 'Collection
of the whole Munnor” on 38, were assessed at the astonishing sum of LHL3TS 1hs 3d
and the "Wirth per Annu [in hand” at £1,227 9 G,

Asowell ax the suevey fur which the book was intended, there arve al the back, written
in o different hand, two doubie pages headed "‘Survey of the Manoe of Chulmileigh at 23
years Purchase LIth March 1767 Vhis is a copy of the first two of six double pages ofa
survey utiwde by Silas Blandford for the Dulie of Deauliort ! prepavatory to the disposal
af outlying estales afler the death of the Sth duke, Tt lues at its end a long NB recom-
tmending sale by auction in lots, which Silas thought waould inerease the selling price
hy €4,000 above his estimate (oe Lhe manor of C2H03 1 185 (e, This sulvice seems not Lo
have heen taken as the manor was sold to Joseph Wimpey far £17 500.° Previvusly al
that was commonly known of Beaufort's sucevssor was Lysons’ naming him Wimpey,
withount even a Christian name or initial? That be hecome Lovd of the Manor belween
1767 and 17689 is confirmed by Presentments of Jury at the Chudmletgh Manor Court
which survive in the Soulh Molton Musewm and the Novth Devon Reeord OFfiee” which
also give his ehristinn name. Jogseph.

This 1767 Survey s not the only alion material in the book, tmmediateby follinving
the valution of the three Chubinleigh prebends there ave 39 double pages tan odd coin-
cidenee in mumbert ol howsehold aceounts dating from 1783-1795, which have no titke
page nor statement af whose the fousehold was, nor any other obyious key Lo Uear ori
gin, It is with these pages that this arcticle is chielly concerned,

The book hatd been in the poassession of the local anctioncers, Hannaford and
Southeombe. of New Street, Chulimleigh,” They had acquired it, ne doubt. throngh aet-
ing tor years as renl eollectors for the rectors of Chulmielgh, who were all members of
the Hole family from 17792 to 1804 [ 1772 the Duke of Beauforl had sotd the advow-
son of Chulrleigh Chureh tor 2,300 to the Rev. Richard Hole, wha was deseribed in
his ohiluary in the Gentleman's Magazine vs a dispenser ‘ol privale patronage only sec-
ond to the Courlenays in Devon™® Richard Tole bunghi the prebends as they fell vaeant
and by 1776 had cornered them all, preatly enriching the vectary thereby. Some years
alter Hannaford and Southcombe had sold up in the 19705, the propriclor of the Corner
Shop next door beught, whal had been part of their ollices, and discavered this huok
behind the safe, where it had fallen countless vears before, Mes Eileen Dalling,” abways
interested in anytliing to do with Chulmleigh’s history, fortunately heard that it was
due (o be sold, and being determined that it shoukd nof be lost to Cholmleigh, bought it
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L thinking (rightly} thai it was an important document relating to the Duke of
B(‘aufm £ and his lordship of the Manor of Chulmleigh. She had no notion at the Lime
that the pages ol household accounls were unconnecled with the Duke of Beaufort's
survey. Fvenlually she showed me the book carly in 19899,

[nternal evidence from the household sceounts shows that they are those of Joseph
Winpey, writlen in his own hand, and thal be boughi a farm, which s nol named, on
3¢ November 1784, [rom Tarmer Weakley per Mr Oalke amount of Bill of Sale
£195.7.0.0 a payment which he followed on 12 January, 1785, Farmer Weakley in {ull
for gowds in Inventory £85.7.0.7 This is conlirmed by the Winkton Tithing List which
names Joseph as the suecessor bo Farmer Weakley in 17845 and veveals Lthe name. and
50 Lhe location, of the farm as Bockhampton, near Christehurch, ilthen) Dorset. ' Joseph
was still listed as a Freeman of Christehurch in 17900 His previous residence was
called “Borcham’, from which he removed both property and govden plants and trees.
There is no evidenee of an estate of that naume in the Christchurch area, though there
is & Boreham in Warminster — but there is no trace of any Wimpey there, Ts it just a
coincidence that Jowph s hanker, Bostock and Huddleston, is once called the ‘County
Bank at Warminster', and his wlcl:)w went Lo live in Warminster when she married her
new hushand, James Anderson, LL.D, FRC?

Indecd there is little fom evidence alwut Joseph before his arrival ab Bockhampton.
The: Mormon Genealogical Index, ' however, notes the christening of a Joseph Wimpey
on 1 October 1712, al frome, which s confirned in the Registor of St John's Chioch,
where a Joseph was christened on thal day, son ol Thomas and Elizabeth Whimpew,
This is a possible dale, since Joseph's son, William, died in 1814 at the age of 74,1 The
Mormon Index alse lists the marriage of a Joseph Wimpey "ABT 1779, O
Bockhampton, Hampshive' (oot recorded in the Chrstehureh Resister), This must be
our Joseph, though the date 3s Bve venrs earlier than one would have expected with
vegard to the purchase date of the Farm, He must have bought the faem about the time
of his sceond marriage when he was alveady In his seventies, and bave beer marrioed
first in Lthe 1730x Neither wife is over named: the aceount book always has ‘Mres
Wimpey' or my wile”

Josuph is abmesst as shadowy a Bgare as hisz wife, One of the Tew recorded statemonts
abhout him ixin the local history ‘hible’ of the area. Herbert Druill’s Christeliwreh
Miseellany contniningg o Lramseriplivn tin the 192050 of Queries and Anpswers velating
to the Parish of Christehwreh section of the Hampshire Repository, 180117

Have any experiments been made in agvicoltare? By whem? OF what nalure?
And with what sueeess? My Whimpey, whe has wreitten o great deal on the
subject of agricollure, made some experiments i te dell busbandry, buat
wilhoul suctess.

OF this “great deal the Betish Library lists, as well ns o nwmber of artickes, one ook
ek ethition, Rievad Improvements: on, Bssavs on the most ratfonal

which ran into o

methods of improving esietes: accormaodated (o e soif, ofimaie, and cireiomstanees u;"

Ernglend. by o and-owner e Wimpey | London, J Dadsdew 1775, pp.xvi, 528, 1w a
substantial Lume "™ Support for Droitt’s mention of his cxperimenting with deill has-
Bandry is Lo be found iy the aceount book o large numbers of {unds of ashoes which he
bought, and the purchase of a ' Barvil o Dedll, (ot 360, Beat Ashes” wers Lhe manuce
on which the enltivation of roots (deill hushaondey ] chiefly depended. “Beat’ s the rough
sod of mooriamd vr malled top growll of Gllow land swhich was sliced of P with what in
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Devon was ealled o hidid and burped. daseph sold quantities of seeds — claver turnip
and enbbage, even turmip rooted cabhage. Hle wdso sald beans of vavious varieties, e
planted thousunds of trees, ash, beech, backthorn and bolly, bud the only trees he sold
were some Seoteh Hres and e withies, His other sales zecn hardly oxperimontal:
secasionully i eolfsand in 1790, vot fongg befare he maved west, he spocialised in piges
for roasting. Indeed, Lhe hsl of his sales, which alzo ineluded. anaually, ofond o twe of
wheat, onts and potatoes, vie., loalas B mare like the prndun'l of a smabl faem shop and
mavkel gorden than an experimental form. Purchases af 2 dasen, and Liter 4% dazen,
Eossils enn hardly hove been Gor ageiculturad expeviments. However, frequeni. entries of
expendilnre v fetters and books all Uroagh the seeaunts possibly testity o serjons
intetlectaal interesta af sonre s,

Ater ehght vears at Bockhampton he moved down ta Bratton Clovelly ta join his son,
senddingg port of Lthe “guods™ by dand, aned part by sea via Marwellhaun, using Gill & Co.as
hix ugent. This Gem had the tease of Marwellhzan™ front the Doke of Bedibrd: as well
as heing carviers, shipping agents and wharfingers, Chey ran o bank ol Tavistack, and
odlered tacilities ai the Quay thraugh which Joseph Lransferred some money ta his wite
tn ITHPhee Taedest part of the journey must have been from Morwellham to Brateon,

by pacle barze or sledge.

His son, Willinm, is said by local tradition in Brallon to have lived at a house now
called Eversfield Manor'7 (Culmpil in the Tithe Map of 1838), where Sabice Baring-
Gould lived as o child. Lysons, writing in 18227% says

The manor of Bratton....is now in filig: ltum between the elaimants of the
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sstlates of the Inte William Winapey, Bso.. .. the barton of Swaddledown
Ebelongs| Lo Lthe heirs of the Inte Witlaim Winipey.

Farlier in 1788, Swaddledown was advertised:

SAee simple and inheritanee of manor and Lordship of Manoer of
Bratton.. . lavge Barton or Farm of more than 800 acres and 5 other small
e, eteo . abouk 1000 acres 1o ol Lpremizes so pear for line deessing that
une a go 2 or 3 times a day....

This must be whew William Wimpey bought Swaddledown. It s altractive to imag-
ine that the conveniond ‘Hme dressing’ was to be dug from Culmpit. However there can
vever have been e theve: i would probably have come from kilns on the Deasley-
Bridestowe road. Although the distance is somewhat farge, abont a mile could be cut
off by the pack horses using the hvidle path which ran east from the end of the
Swaddledown drive. Consideralle doubt has arisen about the houses named Culmpit
and Everstield, created o a large degree by Sabine Baring-Gould’s reminiseences and
novels, but alse by the fact that the road running sast-west betwoeen Eversfield and
Culmpil had oot then been made, bul ran arownd south of Culmpit, so that
oversficld/Culmpit was naturalty o single eslate.

There is also considerable argument about what the celm from the pits was, The
answer st surely be that eubin’ is always conneeted, however remeotely, with coal; in
many parts of Devon, espectally the north, there sore vr were, on the surface, pockets of
impure antheieite, sometimes called ‘brown coal’, which would burn, The quite Luge
hodlows Dmarlaed fish ponda), now in Eversfield garden, may have been dog out i ear-
lier times Lo pravide heat in local bouses or forges,

Culmpit was olfered for sibe in T3 a8 a ‘new baill gented family residence’, and
agadn in 18874 aslale abode of 1. Baring Cloudd Gsg. . a modern built mansion house
IL was between 1830 and 1537 thot iL was let to the Baring Goulds, There has oever
beent any house which couwdd be deseribiad = o gentlemnan®s residence on the south side
ab the present road, and this honse was Lhe one which was [aler named Eversfield.
When was Lhis ‘new build house constructed? 1 helieve that it was built by William
Witnpey about 1795, [L was not anreasonalde in 1830 o call it new bhuilt when (0 would
nzeLtrally fave been conyrred with other admost entively ulder bouses in Bratton, Pive
enlries in the accounts between 19 June 1798 and 30 July 1795 deseribe payments to
‘brick men’,brick hurners', hrick makers” and ‘briek Jovers’. It has always appeared o
mue, despite unaointaus local opinion to the contrary, that the oerginal front of
Everstield Manor with its high cornice (behind the present how windows which were
added by the Manaings who hought the house in 18500 was built of rendered brickwork
rather than rendered stonework, That the house ees brick buill has been confirmed by
recent repairs (Novermber 1999 in which wmany of the internal walls have beon
stripped. [inerant builders were nol anconunon i the period, using focal tmber and
foeal elay and butlding Lheir own temporaey kilns, and this seems likely to be what
happencd here, Was there perhaps some burnable cabim stiil in the pits?

{ helieve, then, that when in 1792 doseph came (o Tive with Williaun in Bratton alter
he: hated sabd the Manor of Chulmieteh (o Sir Jocob Wolff 22 they both lived tnitinlty at
Swaddledown, but that William built o new house at Culmpit for his Bdier tand step-
muetlher?y an the north side of the present road. When his fathor dicd o 1801 he let
Swaddledown® and moved into the new house himsel?, ILwould have heen much more
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conventenl, o= well as being new, as Swaddledown is very isolated, about o mitle lvon
the village and down a lengthy drive. Williao, aond his baililt who lived in Bratton Mill,
a mere stone’s throw from Bversfield, have lelb curiousty vivid memorvies belind them,
whicl were still current in 1944, of baving heen men of somewhat illaepute and pronoe
Lugether to indulge in women and drink, William cortainty nol heing regarded as a gen-
tleman, Poor William has no way ol cleaving his name, if indeoed it deserves Lo be
cleared.

William was buried at Bratton on 19 August 1874, agea 79 % Aller the accounts end
in 1795 there i3 ne maore mention of Joseph: the last entey recwrds e pavment of one
pninen to my wife’,

William left his ostales in disaveay — or bas belvs ran Lhrough his estate with aiarm-
ing rapidily. In 1820 the Lveter Flving Post announced:

Ta be peremptorily SOLIY pueswant to n Deeree of the High Couct of Chancery
<.on Wednesday the 130 day of Seplember 1820 ot the White Hart Inn at
Ckehampton

Several Eligible FREWHOLD ESTATRS
and Lthe

MANOR OFF BRATTON CLOVELLY
...formerty the Trechold Estates and Manor of the Tate William Wimpey, Esq,

Perrliculars eould he had from certain lawyers and from ‘Mr Geo. Uoeka, the Receiver
at Bratton.. % T the September following ‘the Estates and Manor of the late William
Wimpey' were st lor sale So, William, ar more probably his heirs, had heeome hank-
rupt and the matter was still under dispute between his heirs when Lyvsons was cal-
leeting information about Bratten far his 15322 publicalion.

Wimpey father and son remnin only shadaowy characters, [L would be inleresting Lo
kuow whether Joseph was the sort of person ane would expect. to succeed the Duke of
Heaufort as Lovd of & Manor os well as being i gentleman agricclturalist whaose fame
just happens to be lost to posterity, or whelher, as seems more likely, he was a not very
successful middle elass Farmer who was Lrying to cilmb i saciety, In either case it is
havd to explain how. he could have been capable of raidiug the 170500 needed Lo pay
Le Duke of Beaudort for the Manor of Chulmleigh and vet have lell so fitlle Leace of
himaelf in the Chicistehreh area.

| was contemplating the Wimpeys' place in Bratton society when ©recollected s talk
given some years ago by archaecologist Simoen Timms, who had spent some time at
Bratton when the Roadtord Reservoir was being built. He mentioned that S Elgak
Impey, of Warren Flastings' fume, had lived in Bratton, Why then, I thought, had ol
Lysons meantioned so distinguished a1 man? I theroture eansulted Sabine Barving Gould's
Farly Reminiscences™ to see whal he had Lo say abool his childhood there in the 18303,
and was sarprised to read:

My Luther ook a house 11 Bratton Clovelly parish that had been built and
occupivd by Sir Elijah Impey, Chiel’ Justice: of Bengal, who died in 1808 e
liad left behind him an ilegitimate son by a Bration girl, who hecame my
fathor's groom and called himsell Winpey. . The house we inhabited hod been
a vestdence of the Phayre family or a branch of it
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Baring Guualil wirs writing his reminiscences i 1822, His deseriplion of the position
of the house and the view from it certainly deseribes Culmpit/Eversficld. [t s elear that
it was he who started the rumoue thad Sie Eljah Impey had lived there. Sir Elijah did
have an iHegitimate son®®, Archibald. hut he had o distinguished career which never
caused him to be hidden in darkest Devon, adapt the name of Wimpey ar serve as a
seranmi: in faet be was a Kings Scholor al Westminster and an eminent lawyer, becom-
ing o Beacher of the Inner Temple before he died in 1830, about the same time that
Sanine's tather leased Culmpit.

The gencral tenor of Baring Gould's remarks is sueh thal 1t s obvious Lhat his child-
hood recoliections were much eofoured by the fimons names wilth which he thought,
posaibly correctly, thal his tamily was then acqguainted, like the Phayres and Lthe
Impoeys. [ do not think that there is much doubl that he had o very muddied recollee-
tion of Bralton and the comparatively ingignifieant Wimpeys, and added to it an tmag-

inary atory of the famous hupey T suppose that there may just possibly be a strand of

Lruth in the story abuut his fathers groom. Willian Winpey had a son and a daughier,
Benjamin and Charlotte, who were hoth married® and may have fallen on hard times
as a resull of the legn] varanglings ol Williaw’s hetvs, [t is possible thal Benjamin was o
graom in 1830, but he certainly was not alins Acchibald mpey,

In conclusion, the renaming of Colmpit/iSversficld is worith 2 mention. When Thomas
Manning bough the Culmpit property about 1850, he renaned it Eversfield, A locad Lea-
dition has it that Lthe reason he did se was that his wife tound *Culmpit’ a rather vulgar
name and catled it aftee a previous house. Howoever, she installed stained glass win-
dews i memary of 4 number of her velations in the chureh which she did so much to
vepair atd restove’, and it is move likely thal she had the house named aller her prand-
father whose surname was Eversfield. [is memorial window ts om the narih wall of the
chaneel,

Notes.

Fwould tike Lo thank Robin Stanes for his eneouragement, advice and help, particu-
larly about matters agricultural.

L. The Manor of Chudmleigl was held by the Courtonays aotil 1539 when it was

piven Lo the Russells by Heary VIIL It passed by various marriages to the Duke of

Beaufort. The Collegiate Church of 8t Mary Magdalene had been endowed with
five Proebends, sumetimes said to have been endowoed by Athelstan,

2. BPevon Record Offiee {DRO, 1591M/1.

3. Gloucestershire County Record Office (GCRO), 2700 PR2/3.

4. Dam gratelol to §ra 8 Richards. the Duke of Beanforts Avchivist for details of the
sale and olhey matkers not available in the GCR{) and to His Grace for permission
to mention them.

0. Lyaons, Magnae Brifanne, Devon, 1822, p 103,

6. North Devon Recovd Ofliee, B 13655 =54,

7. Hannaford and Southcombe were o flourishing frm of Valuers, Auctioneers and
Extate Agents, who had a wide practice round Chulmleigh in the nineleenth and
twentieth centuries. I possess two of their nineteenth century Rent Collection
Baales for Prebend Lands.

Ko Gentleman's Magazine, 17968, 1, 357,

4. Mrs Dolling has lved much of her life in Chulmleigh. She is an artist and at pros-
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ent, Church Warden. She has agreeed, with the help of a grant (rom the Chulmicigh
& District History Society, to present the Suevey Book to the Devon Record (ffice.

100 1 am gratefud to Ma 5 Newman, Viee Chairman of Christechurch History Socusly,
for this and mueh other information about the Christehurel avea.

11, Humpshire Poll Book, 1790, Hampshire Becard Office, 4MT78/75/1,

14, Tregret thal T have mislaid Lthe source of the informadion about Mrs Wimpey's sec-
and inarriage and Joseph Wimpey's death.

13, Mormon Family Seavch, httpawww nmily searchoaovg/Seareh/seareheosults

14, DRO, 8¢ Mary the Viegin, Bratton Clovelly, Burial Registor,

15 BRLovef 165 1/1584. The BL lists olher essays and arlicles by Joseph Wimpey: soimne
published in Hunter A, Georgreal Essavs Vols 3 and 4, 1803, vef: 7uT7.dd31, 32,
An fissay on e ligh price of prevision efe. London, 1772, reft 10401 28, el

16, Information lrom My G Emerson, Directon, the Morwetltham and Thmae Valley
Trust.

17. [ am grateful to Mrs M. Fleteher, of Bratton Mill, and Mres S, David who lived o
Everstield Manor for 19 years until recently, for providing much of Lhe local infor-
madion.

18, Lysons, op.eit., p. 66,

LS. Trewman's Exeler Flying Post (EFP), 21 Aug. (788, Westeountry Studies Library
(WSL.

00 LFP, 4 Mar 1830,

21 F#P 21 Sept. 1837,

22 Bir aeob Wallll BL, Bayon of the Holy Romun Empire, was son of Godtrey Walll of

Muoscow who was created Baron by Emperor Francis T ol Germany, Jucob was nai-

wralised and ereated Baronet in 1766, His father-in-law was Dr Stephen Weston,

Bishop of kxcter, Exfined and Dormant Baronetcies. Scott Webster 1841,

s 5 Feb, 1801, and again on 6 Mar 1806,

DRO, Gratton Clovellv, Burial Register,

. BEPOT0 Aug. 1820,

Lo EEFP, 13 Sep, 1821,
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7. Eurly Reminisvences 1831 1864, 5. Buring Gould, Bodley Head, 1923, p.od.
28 DNB. Siv Eljah [mpoy.
24,

DRO, Bralton Clovelly, Registers,

Wiilh reference to maps:

The hridie path for lime for Swaddledown continued cast rom the deive (B0, 590.0)
to the Bonsley-Bridestowe road.

The road down the hill between Bversiield and Culinpit had ot been made in tha
Wimpey's time, but fblluwed the Lrack between the 1 and the tof Culmpit,

Richard Rass retived Lo Chulmleigh, from teaching at Wincehester Collego, in 1080,
Besides being involved in many parish activities aad in Church work he is currently
Chuirtoan of Chuimleigh Local History Sovicety:
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A HAMOAZE DISASTER REPORTED

Anthony Greenstreet

Two hundred years ago disaster sunsations were mueh less cammonplace than they e
today, and the means ol reporting them were nfinilely scantier. Oceasionally, however
a disaster occurred Uhat gripped the imagination and attention of the press and public
and Plvmouth was the scone of vne such,

At L30pm on 22 Septomber 1786 Plymouth was <haleen by o tromendous explosion:
ihe frigate Amphion, 32 guns, had blown up in the Hamoaze, The Neeed Clhronicly
¢ 300 published an secount of the disaster by ‘H' enditled ‘A more authontie Account,
than has yet been published, of the Loss of His Majesty's Ship Amphion,.., .
Communiented by a Correspondent, who was s Plymouth when the drcadiul Event
took place”. D Fact He accound follows almest exactly the toxt of the booldel pubYshed
by Thonas Tegy, 111 Cheapside, Londen i abaul 1796 under the Litle of Dreacdfid
explosion of Hinv Majesty's Frigate Amphion . Ineliding e Melaneholy Consequenees
and Kemorboble Preseroction of the Caplain, Boadsivoam, and o foe Offrers, As comein-
nicafed by one of the Surcivarsy,

s correspondent repurted thal he ‘felt while at Stonehouse, g violent shock like an
eavthouake: which extended as e off as the Roval Hospital, and the town of Plymouth.
The shy towards Docke appeared red, like the elfect of i five: Tor near guorter of an hour
ne ane eould discover what was the reason; Lthough the streets were erowded with peo-
ple running dillerent ways in the greatest conslernation’,

Amphion was under orders to join a [ignte squadron commanded by Sir Edward
Petlew (1T87-1833: later Arsl Viscount Exmouth), hut had put inte Phyonouth on 1%
September oy repedes to her foremast, She was due ta sait on 23 September under the
commeand ol Edwmrd Uelbew's voungor hrother lsrael; (U758-1832: istor also knighled
and an adiniraly Thus, when Lthe ship Blew ap she had aboarvd a full erese of aboud 250,
and (the ship having been manued originally trom Plymouthy aboet o bundred rela-
tives nnd friends who had come W say goodbye, According (o tw briel veport in The
Shoerborne Morcury of 26 September L7096 — the frst published aceount of the disaster -
oy some 37 men and 2 women, most of them sertously injured, suvvived, The
Centlemen’s Magazine of October picked ap, and elaborated apon, that veport and so
sprequt the news Lo its substantial number of subseribers throughout the country,

A midshipman aboard the guardship Cambridge yving neacby had his telescope
trained on Ampliion as she look in her bowsprit while ashed alongside a sheer holk
within a lew yards ol the Dockyavd jetty. He saw Amphion suddendy appear 'to rise
allogelher uprizht lrom the surface of the waler, until he nearly saw her keel — the
cxplogion then succeeded: the masts scomed to be forced inlo the air and the hull
instantly to sink — all this passed hefore hir in the space of bwo minutes”. Another eye-
wilness standing on the Dockyvard Staies said ‘that the Arsi he beard of it was o kind of
hissing neise: and then the explosion. whien he beheld the masts Dlown ap inle the aar’
Other uhservers saw (s portrayved in o dramnadic print in T Tegg's booklet) several bod-
ies and wreckage thrown as high os the <hips main Lop-gallant masthead, The explo-
sion ripped 'the upper works in the fore part of the ship to alams, and she almost imme-
diztely sunk in fen fathoms of water'. Curtously, while the exploston shook windews in
Stonehouse and was felt i Plymoulh i caused little damage on shore, or to the old
receiving ship Yarmowih yving close by, or Lo the sheer-holk lashed alongside - even
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though four of Amphions twebve-pounder guns were thrown down onto the hulles deck.

All published accounts dwelt ghoulishiby on the scenes of ‘indeseribabie boero? vesuki-
ing (vom Lhe explosion: (as the Sherforne Mereury put i, such a dreendlof seene as the
humune mind eannot. dwell upon but with the ulmost horror’), Siv Richard King, Pard,
Admiral, was giving a public dinner in hononr of the coronation of Britain’s ally. Czar

Yaul T ol Russia, when it oceurred. He immediately wenl o his boat to hoard Lhe hulk
‘where the sight he beheld was dreadful: the deck eoverad with blood, mangled limbs
and entrails, backened with guapewder; the shreds of Amphion’s pendant and rigging,
hanging about. her, and picees aof her shattered timber strewed adl around, The lew swe-
vivors were eonveyed as finst as their mangled situation would pernut, to the Royal
Flospital; ... it is dreadiul b velite what @ scene took place — avms, legs, and lifeless
trunks, mangled and disfigured by punpowder were collected and deposited a the bos-
pital, having been hrought in sacks to he ;wencd: .. men, women and children, facking
around the gales, and entreating admiltonee, whose sons, hushands and fithers, were
amongst the wnhappy number’. In the ollowing weeles bodies washed put of the sunlken
ship's interie twhoere the great magority had died} 'were towed around by hoals
through Stonchouse Bridge up to the Royal Hospilal Staies, to be inlerred in their
burying ground’. Aming the otherwise unnamed civilian vietims were ‘Mr Spry, an aue-
tioneer, who had long lived in great respectability at Dock’, his san and godson, who
had gone aboard Lo visit o friend. Among the naval viethms was o lioutenant who was
thie auly support of an aged mother and sister; who at his death had neither friend nor
refation lefl to protect and comiovt them™; and the numbers of people who afterwards
were duily seen at the Dovk in deep meourning for thetr lost relalives was Lraly melan-
chaoly’,

Some remavkable escapes wore reported. A small child was found alive loeked i the
arms of the upper part of the body of a sailor’s wite, and was Jikely Lo do well’, A fow
men sworking i the taps were thrown into the water md picked up very Lictle huart, The
bosun, Mr Montandm, who from the cat-head had been supervising the rigging of Lhe
Jib-boom, suddenly fibt bimsell driven upwards and (el toto the sea’s sutfering only
broken arm. he was reseucd by one of the many boats launched Gam nearby ships, A
seaman trapped below deeks vul aoway ot with a knife Lhrough the shattored gun-
oot eoampantion, and swam to the surfaee, The sentinel at Caplain Pellew's eabin door
remeinbered only that he had heen boking at his wateh when the explosion huppened
and having it dasheg out of his himds + bat conld not reeall how he was brought on
shore almust unharmed. Gthers were spaced by lucky chance: Caplain Rowley of the
Einite. Captain Darby of the Befforophon and My Swatbicld of the Pay Office were all
due Lo dine with Captain Pellew aboarved the Amplrios, hut were detained by anespeetud
husiness, Less fortunate was Marine Lisutenant Camphell who was due (o dine al the
Marine Barracks, but returned lemporarily to Amegphion w colleet some anxioushy-
awatled letters amd was bown up with the ship.

Inside his eahin Pellew was enberlaining to dinner his fivst lisutenmt and other sen-
i officers of Ampliion: bud the prineipal guest was his old mess-male Cantain William
Swallield of the Ovepyssel, 64 guns, and brother of Pay Offiee Swallicld. The {ute of this
party ablracted much interest. According to ane account, us the officers were drinking
their wine, Cuptain Pellew *heard a kind of vumbling immediately preceding the blew-
up, which slaued him, and he instantly van into the quacter gallery nearest the shoer-
halk, o1 whose deck he was instantly thrown, wherehy he received a severe blow to onie
side of his head, and o contusion on the breast’. Anolhor aceount has it that the explo-
sian threw the officers from their seals againgt the deckhead and stunned them, but
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Lhat Pellew "had presence of mind sulficient to fly to the eabin windows; and sceing two
hawsers, one sliel in the bit, and the other taud, threw himsell with an amazing leap

Cnpen the ltter’, and so saved himselll A thivd aceount maintains that, aller being
thrown by Ehe cxplosion against Lhe deck-head, ‘Captain Pellew exclaimed “The ship is
Bloven up!™ and sprang to the quavter gallery. Lookiog forward, he saw the fore-mast
carried up into the air: nest ostaot a blaclk or spar struek him on the forehoad and
knocked him senseless into the waled, The Nivst lieutenant (the onby other survivor of
the dinner! ai=o eseaped through the window and was vescued by being also a remark-
ihle good swimmer’. According to one accaunt Captain Swallield's body was found o
month fater ‘with his skull Iractured, appering fo have been erushed between the
gides of two vessels’. AnoLher account has it that his body was later found with thal of
the servant who had been bringing o dish inle the cabin when the explosion accurred:
the servant’s body ‘hung in the cabin dovr, which had closed upon his coat, the bhody
being within the eabin, and the coat pocket, with a boold o it outside’. Swalfield's hody
was Laken for burial in ‘Stonehouse chapel’. The scaveely-conscinus Pelbew was carried
to Commissioner Fanshaow's house in the Dock Yard' where he recovered samewhad,
and after o day or Lwo “he was removed Lo the house of o riend. Be Hawker of
Plymuoth’,

The eosuing court-maviial faled o astablish the cause of the explosion, Une repart
stated thal Captain Pellew had represented Lthat the lore magazine was so badly vone
slructed as Lo be nusafe. Some thought that men were dangeronsly employed "drawing
Lhe guns’ - o procedure involving the collection of loose gunpowder (rom them — with-
ot having extinguished the galley fires. There was oven a rumour, based on the oum-
ber of naked bodies picked up from Uhe water, that the explosion had been caused by
crew menthers who did not wish to put to gea, Ab length suspicion settled en the gunner
who was believed to have been fraudulently selliog guupowder and had inndvertently
laid o Leaddl of powder back to the magazine. He had apparcently that morning droaswn the
kovs Lo the magazines withoud the knowledyge or pormission of the {irst leulenant, and
had also *heen seen al Dock very much in fguor” thal morning: moreover a sack was
uter dredged up illed with gunpowder ol boltom, and just tapped with biscuit’ — being
the menns by which he might have stugeled powder lrem the ship, After examining
the survivors, the court *“very honourably acguitled the caplain and officers of every
idea of remissness or neglect’. Pollew then had the satiskaction of being asked by the
sirvivors ‘that he would suller them to be partners of his fortune, when e should
obtain a ship, having so long sailed with him'. Meanwhile attempts to raise Amphian
proved unsuceessful: she was dragged to a nearby jelty and broken up.

In contrast to teday’s disasters, thase of 200 years ago commonly stimuiated o poctic
response. Thus, the Nacal Chrondcle of 1800 also carried a poent of some length, sab-

mitted by A Constant Reader”, entitled "On Viewing the Wreek of the Awephiion”, and ol

which the following lines wre o fuiv speeimen:

‘Unfurl the sail! The doshing cav then ply!
N careless see n brother's covpae float by,
Streteh to his poer remuins o fiendly hand.
In decent stlence brear him Lo the land;

There in some halfowed spot behold him laid,
And saered rites be to his memory paid,
There shall the mangled sailor peaceful rest,
Aud the preeen tarl He lightly on his breast,
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But who shall dry a mournlul widow's cyes,

Ov strive to soolh the hapless srphan's eries?t

Shall he who Betain’s boldest Toes withstood,

Have his lovid offspring bew (hetr seanty Tood?
Sources
Tegw, Thawmas - Dreadful cxplosion of Flis Majesty's Frigate Amphion O Scpdeniher
B 1796 including the melancholy consequences and remarkable presereation of
the captain, hartseedn and o few others, (0 Tege: London: ¢ 17981
Newed Chromeefe - Yol 31800
DNB - Sir Isunc Pellew 1758- 1832

Oster, Bd. - Lif of Admivad Viscount Exmowile Appendix iSmith, Blder & Co, Cornhill
1835

Contleman’s Magazine - Getober and November 17496

Cleppell, David o — Britesh Warshep Losses in the Age of Saif, 1050 — {859
[SBN 0048864303

Sherborny Mercury - 26 September 1796

The hebp of Joves Brown, Local and Naval Studies Lilbvarian, City of Plvmouth
Library and Informsttion Scevices, s gratefully acknowledged.



COMMON FIELDS ENCLOSED AND REGRETTED:
A SEVENTEENTH CENTURY ARGUMENT AMONG
NORTH DEVON FARMERS

Sarah Child

Much research has been devoted to showing that thore is evidenee of comamun field sys-
tems in nmmnersus parishes in Deven and Comwall, nod that there are several exam.
ples of their survival even inlo the nineteenth contury L General agreement remaing,
however, Lhal arable common flelds in the South West did disappear vy rapidly rom
the fourteenth century onwards with the development ol pastoral [arming. Common
meadow, always the moat valuable aereage, and casior to share, held out longer,

The record of a dispute between two Devon tenant farmers o approximately 1600
throws light on the organisation of & Tudor enclosure of common fields, and on how
long it was remembered as an innevation. Thomas Sealley and Robert Cudmore famed
Easl and West Backstone respectively in the parish of Rackenford, eighl miles fram
Tiverton. The Lwo farms made up what had been a small manorial unit, deseribed in
Blomesday as having land for one plough, with twa staves, and 4wo smaltholders with
half a plough.® Fhe poll tax entry ofs183927 suggests that division betwoen only two
farmers became the normnd pattern of occupsttion earty on; certainly by 1428 Backstone
consisted of West Backstone, belonging to the Cruwys family of Cruwys Morchard, and
East Backslone, belonging Lo the Hacche estate, later absorbed by the Acdands, Varions
leases show the two Favms fel by these Uwo eslates, on the ssual system of three Hves.
The bwa faem houses were Tievally side by side,

‘armers Sealley and Cuadmore gquareelled essentially about boundaries, as farmers
do. Relations wore further embiittered howewer by the fact that at an carlier stage in
theiv relationship Sealley hod aereed Lo stand sarety for €134 of debts owed by
Cudmors., @ suwin o whieh by Uhe date of the dispute he realised he had become liable.
Perhaps mainly tor this reason be laaached a camplaint to Chancery. This document?®
autlined the history of the two haldings;

unto the which tenements dyvers pareells of graund are and have beene
bedonginge. . unparted and s were acenpied by the lenants and oceuplers off
the =ame and vet the inheritanee of them was severall, and belonged Lo twao
several fords..

The Sealley lawyver then went on to explain that abont fty vears earlier the Lenants
at that dite, John Podge and Ralph Bickmeae:

for their beiter and more peaceable enjoyment of their said tenemuents and
grounds in severall they agreed. . that the grounds and other commoditios and
pasements thereto belonginge then lvinge undivided and used or occupied in
connmen betwerne then

would be beiter divided, in order 1o avoeid ‘strife and conlention’. They therelvre
approachad their respective landlords and asked tor their agreement Lo an equal divi-
sion. The landlords heing willing:

fower indifferent and diserete gentlemen were chosen tnmalke an equall dyvi-
sion of their sadd tenements and grounds.. awhich said gentlemen upon good
deliberation did make and sell downe o cowrse and means of dyvision Lo he
had and eontynued of all the grounds. . then being in common and undivyded,
and alse sett downe an order for fences and enclasures Lo be made in and
hetweene the said grounds. ..

Farmers Dodge and Bickinore wore according to the complaint happy with the divi-
sion, They sel up hedges and fences ax dirceted and settled down ‘to quietlie enjoye and
necupye Lhe zame in severall Thomas Sceley, hawever, as the subseqguent life tenmit of
Fast Backstane The hought his lease e 1589/ 16007, though Lhis shows that he was in
aevapution of al loast paet of the Bave fone same yoars before thisl, swas less fortunade in
his neizhbour, West Backstone was now lot ta Habert Cudmore, who had sub-let some
part ol s land to Williun Cade; these twa had hecome cavious of the East Backstone
Iand, which Seeley according to himself by gresier charvgyves and paynes hath
improved,” Not only weee they fuiling womaintain the boedges se thal catlie slrayed
across his ground, but

havinge spent and wooren out thens tenemant of West Bagstan with tiladpes
doe give vul in speaches that they havi: gol interesto in Baste Ragston, and
that they will oecupiv v common agayne, and thad by the lawe Lhey are nol
hound 1o oveupiv vt in severallcand that they will e parte of the corne
growing upon aste Bagston, ..

This adlegation would seem to cenfinm that at least pared of the enclssure had been of
arable common fand.

The Sealley complainl unlortunately bears no date, but it refers to the lease for Byes
from the Aclands, which iz dated 10 Marvel IS08/1600, and is still addressed to Queen
Elizabeth, so must predate March 16802/03, This puls the original enclosure of the
Backstone comman fields at ahout 1560, though perhaps one should allow for some
exaggeration af the antiguity of the arrangement, 1£ cannot have been later thaa 1581,
by which year Ralph Bickmore has disuppeared from the list of Rackenford tagpayers.
No angwer to the complaint nor any Chancery ruling have been identified; it was quite
usua! in such eases for the oviginal complaini Lo be intended as o means of reaching &«
local setllement?, which may have been the situation heve.

[4 would be intevesting to be able to identity the fields in question, The Held pattern,
has hardly changed at all since the 1842 tithe survey The tithe map gives no obwvious
hint of strip cultivalion anywhere in the original Backstone unit, which probably
amwunted to about 450 acres, West Backstlone was described as consisting of 200 acres
i Lhe el 18505, when i was valued at €60 for a three-lite lease.” Bast Backstone was
leamed {rom the Actands in 1873, also on three lives, for 8309 which suggests that its
agreage was radher smatlee In the nineteenth eentwry the two farms came into one
ownership: they were merged and the novthern area sepavated off as o new Farm,
Backstone Mo ar Narth Backstone; all three lavs in 1842 amounled Lo 340 acres
wiltr anather seven aeres of wood retnined by the landiord. The targe, cegulae field pat-
tern of North Backstane sugpests that most of this was a relatively recent intake from
the move, The feld pattern of Bast and West Backstone is the traditional irregutar
patchwaork, and the tithe map Beld names may oller some clae. Three fields, all fairly
close to the furm buildings, have the prefix ‘Great’, although several others are as large
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or farger, These are Great Down, Great Mead and Greal Close. which in 1842 were in
use as arable in the {irst core ind meadow far the other two. More significantly, a tri-
angular six acre field lies between Great Close and Great Mead, and it seems possible
to recognise here o relerence 10 the Ackand lease to Thomas Seeley of March 1599/ 1600

and also those sixe acres ol lnnde in Eoste Backstone between the landscores
there as by wmarkes and boundes doth appeare...

There is no gimilar pattern anywhere else on the farm, so it sevms likely that these
were the landscores, The term literally means boundary, but as Profossor Finberyg has
patnted oul!” thore was a Doevon usage deseribing tenants of arable in upen field, as
holding an ar by lundscare, and the name has elsewhere been found to b assaciated
with surviving strip patterns.!! There is however also another field., on the western
side ol the B, actuatly ealled Landscore, although this lies in something more like a
bowndary position.

Whichever the comman ficlds of the original hamlel may be, the record of this small
dispule shisws that the system was not casily forgotien. Quarrelling farmers as much
as forty years aller enclosure had been agreed might still threaten resecupation, and
remembered old rights W thenr neighbour's corn.

Notes und References

L. Finberg, H.PR., “The Open Field in Dovon' in Devonshive Studies, Cape, 1952,
reprinted in West-Coundry Historivol Studivs, Davil & Charles, 19099,

2. Fox, HE A Fickd Systers of East and South Deven Pare 17 in Transactions of the
Devonshire Association, 104, 1972, p¥1-135.

A Domesday Book, Devon Part One 20,7 tod John Morris) Phillimore, 1085,

. Bevonshire Lay Subsidy 1332 ted Audrey Erskine), Devon and Cornwalt Becord
Suciety New Series Vol B, 1965

8. Pubtic Record Ollice (PRON. (3 290/36.

6. Devon Recard Office, Acland papers, 1 148m/add2/L36/17.

7. Horwitz, H.. Clancery Kquity Becords und Proceedings 1600 =01, HIMS(0),
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THE EDDYSTONE LIGHTHOUSE

Audrey Deacon

The first lighthouse to stand on the Bddystone Rocks — a sertous danger to shipping,
gsome filleen miles olfshore o Plymouth - was designed by Henry Winstanley (16:04-
L7083, Charles [[s Clerk of Works at Newmarket and at Audbey Bnd, o great house in
Essex purchased by him in 16687, Winslanley's own house, nearby at Littlebury, atiract-
ad many visilors to see the ‘abundance of fine Cuviosityes all portormed by Clockwork
aned suchlike’. These included, in the garden, o chair an caids, which tipped the snspect-
ing occupant into the river

A contemporary drawing shows Lhe lighthowse o have beon an elaborate sbructure,
with hadeonies and Aagpeles — to modern eyes o Lmeilat design, with many projections
which must have made it viabnerable o rough weather In 1697, while under construae-
Lion. it was destrayed hy a French privateer, and Winstanley, who was supervising the
work, was carried olf as a prisoner. Chavies 1T appealed to Lovis XIV to have him
refeased, and Lthis was readily done, in view of the valuable nature of his worl, Altor
the lghthonse was completed Winstanley visited il repeatedly, makiug various
iprovemoents, and he was there when the terrible storm of 26-27 Novemboer P73 com-
pletely destroyed H, drowning him aifd the lighthouse keepers.

The second lighthowse was dezigned and baill in 1706-9 by John Rudyerd, with the
help of two naval shipwrighls Little i3 known about Rudyerd. except that he was o
Crornishman who as a boy ran away to Plymouth and Jater became o osilk merchant in
London, The ighthouse, made entively of woad, was destroyed by fire in 1755, but the
three keepers survived.

The third, designed by dobhn Smeaton, FRSV1T24-02), was built in 1756-58, and was
the [irst lighthouse o be buill entively of intertocking stone hlocks. [ lasted for aver a
hundred years, until the rock on which il slood was Tound to be disinlegrating.
Smeatonswas o avil engineer who studied eanal and barbaur systems i Holtand, butlt
bridges and a cooal in Scotland, and received a gotd medal for an investigation of the
power ul wirdl and water to drive mills.

Hix Bghthouse was replaced in 1882 by the present structuve, destgned by Sir James
N, Douglass, Chief Engineer to Trinity Howse, the hody =01 responsible for all light.
houses in Britain, He designed many Hghthouses, but 15 veinembered chielly for his
work on the replacement for Smeaton’s famous siructure, ILowas especially difticult,
sinee o new site had o be found, and the old hiehithouse had to be demolished aned the
upper part re-crected on Plymeath Floe, where — as the Smeaton Tower - 10 still stonds,
while the remaining stump on the ariginal site can still be seen from the Hoe, The con-
struction began in July L8758 and was completed by May 1882, at a cost of £59,250 (less
than estimated). I thal venr Douglass received a knighthood for the work, e contin-
wedd his pioncering studies of Fighthouse construetion and later vecommended the intro-
duction of electric Hghting in somo cises.

The Eddystone Hghthouse woukl have been lit by otl. and later converted Lo electiie
iy, Burving the fivst hall ol the bwentieth century the keepors were relieved by sea [rom
Plyinouth — gometimes delaved lor several wecks by bad weather - but now. like adl the
ather Hehthouses in Beitain — the Eddystone is fully automated and is regularly
inspected by helicopier for maintenanee,
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Sources:

Fiennes, Celice Journeys (1688517121

Defoe, Danicl. Torer of the Whole Isfand of Great Britain (pnblished 17202.96),
Diclionary of National Biograplhy

Enevelopoiadia Britannica

Koeening Horald (via Plymouth Contral Libreary)

¥rs Audreey Deacon MBE inee Hawkinss, wha now lives in Hertfordshire, spent her
childhood in Plymouth, later served in the WRNS, ind subsequently Gllowed a coeer
i volunlary organisations. Her wartime diavies fealured in an article by Anthony
Cireenslreel in The Devon Flistorian 58,
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REVIEWS

i Rueneliers are advizged Lhat opinions expressed by reviewers are their own and not nec-
casarily those of the Bditer or of the Devan History Society as a whole)

The Chronicles of Duartinouth. An Historical Yearly Log 1854-1954 by Dun
Collingon in assaciation with 7% Pertmontdt Chronfele. Published by Richard Webhb, @
Duke Strect, Davimonth. 25 Oataber 1000, 278 pages + 6 appendices. Bibliography.
Index. Profusely ilustrated. L2000, THBN 0 9536361 00,

[ his Chronicles of Pactmouth Don Callinson has lefl no page untwrned ov sail
unfurled. Over 15 years his Tog” has been studiously resenrched und painstakingly
assombled, The story starls in TRBA, the yoir The Dartmoteth Chronicle was lirst pub-
lished by Mr Richard Cranford, Through war and peace, squabbles and intrigues and
periods of poverty and prosperity the reader s faken on an absorbing historieal Loar
ending in 1954 when The Mese the ‘much loved ugly duckling of the viver” made its ast
sentimenlal trip seross the Darl.

As o link Lo each passing year there is & briel account of the apnuad regeatta and some
of the wandeeful crafl that have Laken part. It was a proud day oy Davtmouth when in
FRRA, after 3 vistk from Queen Victorka, the Bact Yachd Club was granted the hanowr of
adeing the pretis-Hoval’ to all future regatias, and in 1876 the club 'was rewarded with
the Tong-coveled aceolade, the right to add the prefic“Roval™ 1o the Dart, Yacht Club?

Avesmpanying his log are excellent phetographs with explanatory texts which in

themselves tell o fascinating story. Throughout the bouk there are also aneedotal gems:
when the Naval Clullege was comuissioned in 1905, with nu opening ceremony, it care
as fsurprise to many that the eadets were Lo have dancing lessons for byvenly minutes
cach day and for forty mivutes on Sundays: Keir Hacdy raised a question in
farlinment objecting to the use of public finds to support the College Beagle Paek; in
E88 1 the water purity of the Dart was illustrated by a report of too many otters when g
three-fool male strutted into the bar of the Royal Dart Hotel ‘and retreated hastily
when patrons attempted to contam him'; during the 1838-45 war Mrs Fitegerald
Glendene was commended for nrganisiog the knidting of 2,296 pairs of sea-boot stock-
ings for the Fleet; when rationing wis still fan foree alter the 12938-45 war 2 Dartmouth
buleher was taken to court For using unsaleable sevips of meat to make savsages.
When unalyvsed Lthere was only 215 ment against 504 reguived by law He was Boed £
plus £1 for the analvst’s [ee.

Dactmoudbh is not without its lilerary conneetions. We alb now that Agatha Christie
lived at Creenway, but perhaps it will come as a surprise that Flora Thowpsan, wha
wrote ferk Bise to Candleford and SGH Glides the Stream was marned ta the posg-
master of Dactinouth. Christopher Milne, the son of A A Miloe, vpened the Harbour
Bookshep in 1951 and was the co-founder of the Dartmouth amd Kingswenr Society in
1959,

Thraughout the book there are storles ol intriguing business deals and the impor-
tance and seif-importance of the protagonists and how, with the cimergenee of the
trades unions, the old order gradually changed, even in Dartmouth, when the Dock
Whar! and Riverside union acted as a mediator for the haupers (Lhe men who heaved
the conl? who were on strike,

With the demise of the Newtoundluud trade in the 18705 Lhe prosperity of
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Nartmoulh wis al a low ebb, but fortunately the loss of this trade was soon Lo be
replaced by the coal bunkering Lrade which, with its ups and downs, lasted until 1951
when the two remaining standing bulks ware towed away to the breaker’s yard. There
i an admirable appendix ouldining the history af this trade as a vital source of employ-
ment in the town,

Perhaps this i3 a book that will not e yead by everyone from caver to cover, but it
will give Uhe reader who likes 1o dig and delve as the spinit moves endless pleasure.

A, Rubortson

Take the Children....: The life of the lace girls, working in the Honiton and
East Midlands distriets, from the cvidence given to John Edward White M.A.
for the 1882 Royal Commission, by Alan Brown. Sheila Brown, 12 Saveshury
Avenue, Sawhridgewarth, Hevts, CM21 0ED. Nustrated. i + 45 poges. £9.50 (availuble
from the publisher and inter alin the Devon Reeord Qffice, Excter and the Luton
Muscum. P & P ELGDL ISHN 0 95352063 3.

The title of this booklel deseribes exactly its content: an analysis of the evidence of
warkers and others before a parliamentary enguicy al 1862 into child employment in
the Devonr and Midlands domestic lave industry. The literature on the higtory of this
industry and child labour within it is already very extensive and this work does not
chaim to add anything new and does not do o, My, however, will lind 1t both inter-
esting and informative. The Ist Repart of the Roval Cennmission o the Emplovment of
Children in Trades and Manufactires 12P 1863 sviii), to give its correct Litle and ref-
erence (nok found in the booklel), is a prime source for the topie concerned, o that con-
clusions drawn from it here provide a basically sound impression of conditions in the
industry at a particular point in time.

The serious historian, however, secks e use as broad a spectrum of evidence as pos-
sihle and there are swmerous other sources which could serve to provide o more
mlinrmed and contegtual picture of some of the matters covered here, in particular
working conditions and the educational standards of the lace givls (to which much
gpace iy devoted), The picture of the lace schools as basically concerned with teaching
craft skills, operating in unhealthy conditions, using physicat chastisement and, wher
teaching some reading, daing so inctficiently so that lace girls’ edueational standords
ware poor, is valid - bud should be seen in the more general context of the time, Many
other contemporary schouls were candueted in as unhealthy conditions and with as
sieicl discipline, and many ehildeen witending other schools (not exeluding Church
schools) lelt them just asilliterate and il informed as the ace school girls, while some
children received no schooling at all. Women and givls often expressed pride in the
skills learnt at the lace schools and in the fame of their product. Lace givls” working
conditions were better than those of children in some other employments — including,
in the Westcountry, farming, surface mine work, rope making, and Lahour in the various
lKinds of textile mill. To ehitdren in the north Drevon Ince factorices, subjected to heatings
with wauden and iron bars and being punched or throwi to the ground and kicked, Lhe
lace mistresyss eane would have seemed o mild eorrective.

The educational backwardness of female domoestic lnceworkers needs also to be put
inla context. In 1871, before compulsory education was genevally introdueed and when
many of the givls interviewed in the 1862 enquiry would have been ol murriageable
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age, onby 14 per cent of brides in the Honiton registration distvict were unable to sign
their names. This compares with 18 per cent in Devon as o whole and an overall 27 por
cent in Eogland and Wales. Indeed only thryee of Devon's nineleen clher vegistration
distriets had fower proporlions of illilerale brides.
Nevertheless, despite these quibbles, this publication, though basieally o svnopsis of
a single souree {the full text of which i= available in the original published volume,
modern reprints and microlfiche), offers the interested non-specialist an eminently
readable and reasonably sound introduction to an important aspect of the history of
east Devon, Varieos seetions provide a brief hislory of the industry, its organisation, the
evils of the bruck system, the nature of child labour (ages, earnings, work hours and
conditions and thelir impact on health), and, particularly, as noted, the eduentional
state of girl workers, The diveel quoiztions from the evidence printed in the appendis
to the veport, with which the Lext ts liberally Inced, vividly tlluminate and being to life
the experiences of the Laee girls i o way Lhal more academic works often fail (o de.
W.E. Stephens

Last Devon: The Travellers’ Tales. Edited by D Tadd Cray. ‘The Mint Press. 2000,
Mosteated, xxii + 210 pages + 38 reproductions of prints and photagraphs + location
map + frantispicce. Price €12.99, ISBN 1 903356 02 4,

East Devan is the sceond of a serles of travellers” tales to be produced by Dr Todd Gray,
The thivd, Cornweall, was published during 2000 and others o follow in 2001 are
Durset, Samerset. South Devon and North Devon, T'his present vohame consists of
extracts from forty-live diaries or olher travel aceounts by (orty-one individuals, As
with his cackier volume, Dr Gray's inlbroduclion neks as a taster for the eourses thal fol -
o Kach of the travellers” Lales is conlained o an unnunhered chapter sel chronelog-
wally from 1542 to 1938 and preceded by o briel biographical note on the particular
Leaveller, the source of the tale and aowell produced extract from a contemporaneous
print.

Unlike the teavellers inctuded tn Exeter, who had paused in Exeter and described
what they saw and ciperienced in the city, most of the tales in this later volume velate
what was encountercd during the process of travelling lrom the Bristol or London
direction to Exeter. Events or ohjcets in the east Devan area thal ave guite famiting to
us Loday fenbure in many of the tales. Honiton lace, Axminster carpets, Beer stone ond
Ottery St Mary chweh - ‘o bijpu of o cothedral” Elika Burritt (1884} calls it — would
probably be included in o contemporary taveller’s tale, Honiton's dipping poals were
eovered over in the 19680 alter an unwary pedestrian stepped in one, but at least five
travellers refer to their existence, Daniel Defoe (17200 gives a Laicly detailed deserip-
tion of the walercourse and ‘dipping-place’” and regarded the syslem ws e superior Lo
that in Salisbury. The use of packhorses for the convevanee of goods s mentioned by
sotne and Stukeley (17240 stales his position on the controversy - unrvesolved today —
surrannging the southern lerminus of the Fosse Way,

As wilth thase in the first volume, the Fest Devon tales often say mueh dhout the
aubthors. Mrs Pareey Price {1805}, travelling with her lemale servant wham she
addressed ondy us “WJones’, wrote her diary in the way she would have spoken and, one
imagines, would heve had quite a high telephone bill were she ative today, Miss
Wynddham Portman (18200, ‘an elderly maiden lady. . accompmnied by her friend Miss
Phiflippi Civove, ) weites hee diary ina brasque manner, eschewing the definite article,
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and probably would have deali, quite severely with Phillippa had the latter pointed oul
the diary error about the location of the Devonshire and Dorsel border, Many of the
travelers puint realistic pictures using the medium of the written word but none more
so than Waitee White of Lendon (18350, a cabinet maker turned libravian, His deserip-
tion oChis walk from Lyme Regis to the Bxe ferry i particolarly vivid and packed with
interesting observations. Jolm Denison Champlin Junior of The United States (1884,
writing in a slyle stmilar to but predating Jerome K Jerome, travelled by eoach with
companions from the Dorsel border to Exeter They stopped [or a pienie lunch al what
Chuamplin refers to ag Fairmite but was probuably Fenny Bridges. Forty-soven vears
later, a compatriot, Charles 3 Brooks, travelled by ‘a private malod’ o htery Si, Mary
on a pilgrimage to Coleridge’s birthplace and wriles of 2 connection, invelving Joanna
Southeott, betweon Outery and San Diego in Southern Calibania,
This is w0 worthy companion to (Gray's Bxeter
D18 Thomas

Exeter Engraved. Volume One: The Secular City. By Todd Gray Excter The Ming
Press. 2000, xx + 308 pp. Dhustrated. £22.00. ISBN 1 903356 04 0.

Within scoreely move thaa a year The Minl Press iTodd Ciray — publisher, editor,
aunthiny his put nut half a dozen books of emphatically Devon interest, elegantly
dressed by the ndmivable Shovt Run Press, a Sowton success story, The badest, the first
volume of Bxeter Bugroved, on We secular buildings of the city, will be lollowed by
another on the cathedral, churches and chapels, and poechaps — yes, please — one on
worlhies and net-so-worthies. The presenl book takes o rather generous definition of
‘engraving — on copper. wood and steel, efchiugs, lina-cats, lithographs and mezzotings,
some of which wse peculiar technigues with diverse results. There always was a pletho-
ra of reagons {or producing prints: for historical reeovds, for news and comment. propa-
gunda, eduweation, nostalgia, blatant commercialism and, perhaps above all, *Art’. Tn the
nineteenth-century heyday of steel engraving, illustrated hoaks were frequently broken
up, Lheir plates taken oul, enhanced by tinting or hand-colowring, mounted, framed and
hung on the wall, The proeess continues, Bound volumes of The flustrated London
News, printed on peor paper, a deug on the book market [ifly years ngo, ave nowadiys
avidly ransacked by print dealers. Rushed jobs, thelr images, rapidiy drawn and
engraved, have at least Lhe virtues of immediacy and economy of line. Most of the other
reproductions in this eclectic seleclion aim higher, some very self-consciously, Number
H, ostensibly u view af Excter fram near Whitestone — one of the best vantoge points,
according 1o Lie artist/engraver, L. Williams, a local man - is dominated by its ramae
of g sweet espeeinl rurul scene” of trees and cattle. The eity ilself seems socendary, [See
also numbers 15, 18, 24, ete). Coming into Exeter proper, buildings, notably the Tand-
mark Guidhall, profiferate. Many of these edifices have disappeared — UramkIiully, in o
few instances — some even before Lhe drawings, often copying one another, were made,
A set of bwendy seenes extracted from Thomas Shapler’s history of the 1849 cholera
outbreak i almost documentary,

Dr Gray provides 2 suecinet Introduction, informative in techinigues, artists and
engravers. But he does not Lell us if the images are produced actuad size, The 'vignettes’
certainly are, bul some other specimens ery out for dimensional augmentalion. The edi-
tor must be congratulated on the choice he has made from amang the thousands of
prints available o him in the Woesteounlry Studies Library and elsewhere, Fxefor
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Engreved will surcly stimulate the apprectation of Exontans ol the past of their urban
environment, the enemies of which weve identilted as long ago as 1060 by WG, Hoskins
(ever-quatablel as the molor car and the speculative builder They sull are.

Tugn Roots

Whitchurch Down: A Study by Members of the Tavistock Local History
Society, adited hy Helen Harvig, Tavistoek reviged cdition 2000, Tustrated. 46 poge +
4 monoehrome & 12 colnur prints (2 on coverd 4 2 inside cover maps. £3,

This was first published in 1990 and was the resull of a combined offurt by members
ot 2 loeal history group led and co-ordinated by Helen Harvis who also acted as its edi-
tor. [t was reviewed in Qetober 1990 in The Devan Historian 41 by Dr Alison Grant who
deseribed it as u well-arranged, well-researched, well-referenced. and inkeresting
study” The present edition has involved some updating and supplementation and is
praduced in AR with card covers instead of Lthe oviginal Ad with paper covers, Colour
ilfustrations are excellent and exceplionally well reproduced as are those in mono-
chrime, il one thkes account of the age and probable lhnitations of the originats. To Dy
Cirant’s supertatives for the frst edition can he added ‘well-praduced and aliractive’ for
this 2000 edition,

. LB Thomas
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DEVON HISTORY NEWS

Pevon Boold of the Year 1999 - This was awarded al the annua! peneral meeting of
the Devan History Society at St Lulke's, Exeter on 28 October. There were twn worlis
recognised this year, The {ivst was the Historeal atas of southowest Brgland, that.
monunenlal campilation on afl aspects of the history of the region with more Lhan
sixty condributors,. Mavy Ravenhitl was there to accept the award on behalf of the two
oclitors Professor Roger Kain :and the late Professor William Ravenhill, The other work
was The letters of Sir Walter Ralegh, edited by Lhe Inte Agnes Latham and Prolessor
Juyee Youings, This work has heen many years in preparation and serves to demon-
strate thal the writing of history is not, confined 1o the production of pew texts hot also
ireludes making available seholarly cditions of historical souwrce materials. IUis also a
recognition of half o centlury’s contribution Lo historteal research and the editing of
Lexts by Professar Joyee Youings, which storted with the publication i 1955 of Devon
mancstic lands: o calendar of parilcafars for grends, 1536-7558, the (irst in the new
gories of Devon and Cornwall Record Society’s publieations. Professor Youings was able
to attend and vose fromn her wheelchaiv to give atypically modest and witty aceeptance
speech. As hoth works were published by the University of [Kxeter Press, a cevtificate
was abeo presented Lo a representative of the publishers,

DS website. The Devon History Soclety now has a website as follows:

waww devonthistorysovicty.orgauk which bas alveady deawn much atkention. [nforition
ts given about the DHS and its journal, and the guest page provides a foram (o men-
bers’ and others’ querics, Bre Sadru Bhanji, Uhe Sociely’s Hon Treasurer, has been
respoasible for arcanging the website's establishment,

Interment of medieval priests’ remains. On 30 August 2000 - St Humon’s day- the
bunes of three high-rinking priesis of Tavistock’s former Benedictine abbey (dedicated
to St Mary and S0 Rumon) were interced within the town’s parish chureh. They were
discovered in 1997 during excavations in Tavistock’s Bedford Syuaee for pipelaying, by
Bouth West Water As Lthe work procecded across the area previously occapled hy the
Mgh altar of the abbey church a stone-lined grave was discovered, contaming the
human vemains, Adso in Lthe prave were remnants of vedtments, and a chalice and
pittien, Thi presence of these artelacts, and the siting of the grave {ovdinary monks had
a separate bunal ground) suggested that the human remains were of high ranking
priests, probably of abbots ar bishops, After betng draown and photographed in situ the
hones were removed for exaunination by experis, which lasted over three vears, They
suggested that all were ol males, one aged avound 45 and the othar two fram 25-35; two
bore evidenee of heated fractiees, while one may have had osteoartheitis, Peter Weddel]
of Exeter Avchaeolugy reported Uhat the vostment remains were from nw later than the
thivteenih contury,

Ffor the re-intermend in the parish chareh, which originates from the (welfth century
and survived the Dissolution of the Monastevies in 1539, o small vaull was preparcd
al the building's west end. Close beside it is ancther vault in which bones of Ovduit,
{ounder of Tavistock Abbey, were interred in 1934 following their carlier discovery.
During & well-attended service conducted by the Viear, the Reverend Probendary John
Rawlings, the hones, conlained in g small collin specinlly made by o member of Lhe con-
rregation Mr Vietor Dokdge, were laid in the vault, and prayvers were said in Latin, the
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Tanguage the abbets would have used. The vault is now coversd by = slab bearing the
nseription: ‘Abbots of Tuvislock, rebwricd 2000,

Poltimore House regenerastion. After seversl years of dereliction histovie Poltimore
House, north-eust of Exeter, is currently the suhject of hoped-Tor restoration by
Poltimore Hlouse Trast, for intended nwse as an arls centre of national signifieznce. Built
in the late siteenth century by Sir Bichard Bampfylde, the house was the scene of Lhe
signing, on $ April 1646, of the Treaty of Exeter, which ended the siege of Exeter during
the Civil War, The house continued in Bampfylde ownership until 1942 although aot
Lved-in by the Gumily for some vears. The buidding was leased Lo a givls” school from
1922 to 1939 alter which it accommodated boys from Dover College during wartine
evacuation, Later it was run as a hospital before being vatated in the 19705, afier
which it beciie the subject of vandalism and fre.

Listed as Grade I the huilding was acguived by Buildings At Risk Trust, wilh sup-
port rom Eost Devon District Council, in 1996, T 1998 1L was chosen (tom thirteen
prssible oealions in Devan for the Rituve home ol the Céntre for Conlemporary Art and
the Natural Woeld. AL the suggestion of FEaglish Heritage thal a lecal trust swould be
the more appropriate owner (o the propevty, the Poltimore Flouse 'Trost was estab-
lished carly in 2000, and purchase completed in May, with the help of East Devon
District Couneil, Devon County Counedl, and Enghsh Herttage.

The Trust, a registercd charity, i= v striving for funds to enable architect-produced
plans Lo be pul into elfect. These have Lhe backing of Englisl Heritage and the support
of the Nutional Lotlery through the Arls Counetl of Greatl Oritain. I is hoped that
there may yet he a new life and restored beauty for this historic Devon property,

Further infermation may b obtained lrom the Paltimore House Trugt’s Hon
Heeretary, Mr Alan Payne, 18 Cathedeal Yard, Exeter, 8X1 1HE,

Axminster Historical Society’s spring meetings include o lalk by Mr Laurence
Hilcheock on Thursday 5 Apei onThe Hislory of Axminster Corpets’, and on Thursday
3 May archaeologixl Mr John Ailen will speak oo “The Building of Wxeler Cathedyal’
The meetings are held at the Masonie Hall, Seuth Street, af 730 pon. Further infor-
matian from the Hon See MOE. Dangerficld.

Wembury Local History Society has au intevesting programme for 2001, including
talks on posteacd collections, Lhe Britrvcheston manar of Wembury, the moorland Plym.
the history of Newton and Noss. and Victorian and Bdwardian Plymouth, For further
information contact the Hon See on 01752 862164,
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Abridged Report & Minutes of the Thirtieth Annual
General Meeting held at the University of Exeter School of
Education on 28 October 2000

NEB: the formal Heport and Minutes eontaining transeripts of the Officers” annual
reports will be available (v mspection at the 2001 AGM or may be tngpected al rea-
sonable hours by appointment with the Honorary Secretary,

Present: the President, Dr W B Stephens, was in the Chair and there waore 43 other
mernhers, as Hsted 1o the attendance vegister, preseit.

1. Apelogies for absency: apologies for nbsence were reported from Professor Orre,
Miss Smith, Group Captain Geodman and Meases Coulter and Stavie,

2. Minutes of Lhe last Annual General Meeting: the Minutes of the 29th Annual
seneral Meeting that had been printed in The Devon Histarian No 60 were approved
and signed by the President. There were oo matters arising

3. Honorory Seerelury’s Annnal Report: the Secretary veported that three meetings of
Council had hreen held during the fast vear and two conlerences, Speciiie matiers dis-
cussed by the Council ineluded stora: by Mrs Purves of Woadbwry of surplus baoklets;
the appoiniment of an awards committec: desigos for a logo for Lthe Sociely's stationery:
the Bocicly's new Web; the Victocia History ol the Counties ol Bnydland and the support
given by Lhe Sacicty for various projects.

The Spring Conterence, attended by ahout 70 members and guests, was held at
Sampford Conrlenay, hirlhplace of the Prayer Book Rebellion, Spurukers wore Mr D
Miles and Py Mark Stovie.

The Summer Conference, atlended by aboul 75 members, guests and members of the
Devonshive Association, was held at Barnstaple. Papers were presented by Dr
Cornford, Mr Rubin Stanes, Dr Alison Grant, Dr Fodd Gray and Mrs Helen Harsis,

Crganisation of buth conferences was of 4 high standard and the thanks of the
Soviety are duc to Miss Elizabelh Mayeock and Mr Rebin Stanes and. in the case of
Barnstaple, My James Coulter,

The Honorary Secretary, commentiug on his (irst year in office, thanked his prede-
cessor, Mes Sheila Sticling, for handing over tho aflairs in such a methodical state; My
Tony Caollings for his aceurate minute taking and the Chaizman, Mr Adrian [teed, for
his advice and guidance.

4. Honorary Teeasurer's Annual Report: the Treasurer reported that Lhe numbers of
both honorary life memhers and life members had increased by one; ordinary members
and corporate members remained (he same; family members decreased by three and
affiliated hodies had inereased by gix. Subseriptions and profit an investments sre up,
receipts and interest down und the gross income £5,016.30 compared with £5,150.01
ast year Gross expenditure is £1,045.17 compared with £3,333.54 last vear and the
excess of ineomue over expenditure £1.971 campared with £1,816.47. The money earried
forward, £4,360.98, represents the Society’s working funds and, in addition, £4,029.01
15 deposited 0 a building saciety aceount.

Unless theve was a substantial ingrease in the cost of producing The Deven Historian
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