





DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

Current and back issues of The Deonn Historian {except for numbers 7, 11, 15, 16 and
23) can be obtained from Mes 8. Stirling, UDevon & Exeler Institution, 7 The Close,
Exeter EX1 LEZ {(Number 22, which ts available, was not a mormal’ 1ssoe, bul was
tolally devoted to being our tirst Ribliography). Copies up to and including No 36 are
priced at £2, post free, and from No 37 onwards £3. Alse available post (vee are fndex fo
The Devon Histortes Uor issues 1-15, 16-30 and 31-45), and Devon Bibliograpiiy (1984,
1981, 1982, 1952 and 1984) all £1 each. Bibliographies for morve recent years are avail-
able from Dovon Library Services.

The Viee-Chairman, Mr Johin Pike, 82 Hawking Avenue, Chelston, Torquay TQ2 6ES,
would he glad to aequire copies of the out-of-stock numbers of The Devon Historian list-
el above.

NOTE FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Articles are welcomed by the Hon Editor to be considernd for publication in The Deeon
Historian., Generally the length should nol exceed 2,000 < 2,500 words (plus notes and
possible illustrations), althawgh much shorter picces of suitable substanee may also be
acceptable, as ave items of information concerning museums, local societies and partic-
ular projects being undertaken.

Tor asgisl Lthe wark of the Editor and the printers please easure that eantributions arg
vleariy typewrition, on one side of the paper only, with double spacing and adequate
margins. and also, as far as possible, that the jmonal’s style s followed on such mat-
ters as the restrained use of capital letiers, initinl single rather than double inverted
commas, the wriling of Lthe date thus eg.: 1 July 2000, ete

DEVON BOOK OF THE YEAR

At the anoual generval meetingy of the Devon History Society held in Excter on 23
Cetober 1999 the Devon Book of the year for 1998 was awarded fir the following three
tithes:

For a county-wide wurle: Devon's century of change, by Helen Harris (Peninsula Pregs),
For a local history: A histary of Axminster to 1970, by G.M. Chapmon (davwood
Publications).

For a work on o special Llopic: Sohn Graves Simeoe 1752-1806: « biography, by Mary
Bracoek Fryer and Christopher Pracott {Dundurn Press).

The award was established by The Devon History Society to encourage excellence in
locul studies publishing and support well-researched stuwdies in this feld. This year the
conunillee had great difficulty in seleeting from the many titles that had been pub-
lishiod, For further information concerning nominatious for 1999 publications contnct
[an Maxted, County Local Studies Librarian, Excter Central Libravy, Castle Stroct,
Excter X4 3PQ. Telephone: 01392 384231
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AN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
CARPETBAGGER: BARNSTAPLE’S MP, THOMAS
WHETHAM

William Laws

Barnstaples accond MP! elegted in 1722 was Thomas Whetham, A Dorset family in
medieval times had bakeen the name of Whetham from a hamlet in the parish of Burstock,
which lies west of Broadwindsor The family in due course houghit tand in Devon and by the
vael of the fourteenth century a4 Whetham sat in parliament, as P for Tavistock, But the
lineal descendants of the family left the Westcountry, [n nineteenth-century editions of
Durke’s Landed Gentry Thomas Whetham's grandlather - London master baker and Civil
War soldier, Colonel Nathaniel Whetham - heads the pedigree of the family of Whetham of
Kirklington Hall in Nottinghamshire. While Barustaple's new MP could therelvre bonst.
some historical Devon eredentinls, and liad cousing in the Westeountry, he himsclf - unlike
his fellow member for the borough, un Aclond - was not a prominent local man: valher, he
wag a professional soldier with muinly Midlands and Novtheountry eonnections mul canze
a8 o carpetbagger to Bavnstople. He was made a freeman of the borough at this Lime onty
hecause the town Segularised’ carpetbaggers by making them burgesses in the peviod atter
electim results were kaown and before parhament met.?

By and Targe local business or landed families spoke lor the coumty’s onstituencies in paz-
Eament and vver the years a family like the Aclands, substontiol Westeountry landowners,
provided many M. So it 1s no surprise that Barnstaple's sisting MP, re-clocted in 1722, was
an Actand - S8ir Hugh, sixth baronet. Nor ig it surprising thot Sir Hugh bad sueceeded John
Bassetr whose mother was an Acland, while BassetUs predecessor, returned for the parlia-
munt of 1708, had been Siv Hugh's unele, Richard Acland. Yot carpetbageers were no
strangers to Barnstaple's clectors (and they were not of cowrse canfined to Banstaple)
What ig g0 marked about the period 1883 to 1832 is that at least twelve MPs - including
Whetham - of the thirty-eight returned by the harough were carpetbagges” - and Whetham
provides o faseinating ease-stady ol one of these.

Barnstaple’s MPs from the ranks of prominent local families have been credited with
‘knowing the wants-and wishes of thase they represented’ and, equally pertinently, adifross-
ing parochial wants ‘and wishes.! Those wards would have had wide resonanee in the cigh.
teonth century. Borough interests aad thasc of families such as the Acdands were seen as
complementary if nol ideatical. (0 contrast, carpethaggers represented a comstituctiey wilh
which they had, until elected, little or even no connection, and as MPs their interests invari-
ably lay clsewhere, Typically, o carpetbapgzer manoeuvred himself into pacliament from
where he enulid manipulate polities to serve his mawn enids.

Such a practitioner was Thomas Whetham, Being a professional soldier and from outside
the: eounty hoe would have expended eonsiderable suims courting voters {(this was nol unusu-
al in lis dayy and we can at least eireumstantiatly eonelude that onee elected he used his
energies furthering his own rather than Barnstaple's mterests (again, not vausuall, so
el 5o that he was able to stand down as the horough's MP w 1727 having made a come-
back in a military career which, prior to his stint at Westminster, had become tarmished.
Advancement in the army - as well as in the navy, the chureh, the law, the universities - was
smoothed by ‘influence’ and it was ohserved by a contemporary, Lord Chesterfield, that
‘Parliamentary influence’ was 'the knuwn way to military preferment.™ Whetham, as we
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shall see, climbed through parliamentary ‘influence’ to occupy one of Lthe higlost positions
in the army,

Nb real surprises here for the borough. Electors were [amiliar enough with coawpethaggers
and, we have every reason to suspect, move or less unperturbed being courted with electoral
bribes. People may not have exactly welcomed the likes of Whetham but it is faire to say
there was o degeee of acquicscence. In fact, just to put things in perspective, the borough's
electorate, judged in Lhe lacsher dimate of the nineteenth century, achieved notoriety when
parliment was informed that Barnstaple ‘had been as corrupt & borough as could possibly
e imagined."" And locul historian WE Gardiner, writing in 1897, admitted he could nat denl

with the politicat history of the borough ‘with anything approaching pleasure’ as ‘charges of

bribery and carrtption followed almost every election in the days of the limited franchise
Fle conchuded: “There is no doubt that the bovough had a bad reputation even at a time when
the standard of electoral morals was vastly differenl.’” To be sure, there were extveme
instances. Take the eloction of 1713, cloge to Whetham's awn time: the borough eleeted John
Rolle after he had personally paid off the town council’s eorrent debls, Or an election o cen-
tury later: the bovough elected in 1818 Sir Munasseh Lopes ‘for a consideration ol £3,000°
and at a time when he was awniting trial elsewhere on charges of bribery and covruption.®
But to return to Thomas Whetham: his carcer reflects upon practices in cavly cighteenth-
century public lile, alien to our ideas yvet not altogether unacceptable te the political classes
of Lhe day, including the clectorate of Barnstaple. Whetham, as we noted, bought his
Barnstaple seat and did so in order to Benedit from parhiamentay ‘nfluence’, lor he was
seeking to salvage a cheguered career s an army officer. To wderstand how he had reached
this point we need to know what had happened in his militacy service.

The military historian, David Chandler, writing about professionalism in the army in the
early eighteenth century, has commuanted: 'l a period whon promotion was determined as
much by purchase or influence as by praven merit, it is remarkable how good @ greal many
wore, On the other hand there were abso patent disgraces.” What, then, of Barnstaple’s new
MP? How does he measure up? According o an early nincteenth-century military historian
Whetham as a young officer ‘acquired a veputation tor gallantry and attention to all his
duties. ' Perhaps - and if so, creditably - there was at least some ‘proven merit’ Yet early on
fre also enjoved ‘influened’, Thus in 1696, after service as an ensign, he obtained command of
a company in the regiment of Colone! Emmanuel Secope Flowe, his mother's cousing this
volone] was the vegiment’s proprietor as well as its commanding officer and thovofore influ-
ential tn the avena of military patronage.”’ Five years later Whetham himself was com-
manding at cegimental level.™ But how ‘good’ was he? Consider the vear 1703 when he led
his troops, who were gaorisoning the West Indian Leewsard Islunds, against the French in
Cruadeloupe; the expedition was a fathue. Barly in 1706 Lhe Frenehy retaliated; Whetham.
though times were dire, was by then an absenter commander and his garvison put up poor
resistauce, In 1709, after a year's serviee in the [rish garrison, he was appointed command-
er uf a small-seale expedition against the Freach in Canada: this one faltered and he was
superseded, Even so, he was later appointed a brigade commander in Scotland: his patron,
Love Scrape, had spoken strongly on his behalf, and aflevwards wrote to the Earl of Oxtord,
who had heen instrumental in obtaining the appointment, reforring to'the bonaur you have
been pleased to confer on ¥r Whethan” and offering ‘most humble thanks to vaur charity
to him’, especially ‘as be is my relation’. In 1715 Whetham {ought in Scotland against the
Jacobites; they foreed him and his men to retreat from Sheriflmuie to Sticling. We can Llave
only a low opinion of hiz military record.” But there is a wider story here, one which pres-
enks him in a most unattractive light: he was. it scems, abso & “patent disgrace’,

Then as now the greater part of any soldior's attention was fixed upon mundane matters
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- such a5 pay, food ad elothing, But, sthical frontiers being different then, commanding ofli-
cers in supplying their trosps acted routinely on the fringes of honesty, usuatly not cheating
tan outrageousty. Bven i the clinate of opinion of the carty eighteenth century, however,
there was coneern rver cxceptionat choating in Hiese matters, and the netthe was gragped in
1706 with the setting up in London of a standing Boavd of General Otficers to look into
Misbehaviour' in supplying pay, toad and clothing.'* The man whe became Barnstaple's MP
had been diseredited with just sueh "Mishehaviowr” whilst commanding, as an absentee, the
sarrison in the Leeward Lslands.

The West Indies was one of the most deeaded postings, with disease - in particular yellow
tover - being a0 more savage enemy than our colonial rivals, the French. Duty in a colony like
the Leeward Istands was regarded almost as equivalenl to a sentence of lingering death.
Thomas Whetham survived - he became an absentee commanding officer, living in Londen
with his wife, Mary. The colony’s governor, Cotonel Daniel Parke, wrole in 1708 Lo Siv
Charles Hedges in London: ‘Col Whetham has ot been here 4 mnths in the five years”?
Later he camnplained to the Couneil of Trade and Plantation: The Collonel] had the vegbment
given to him to come over to it but he left for home after a short stay and "has never been
witly it since’™ There was nothing new aboul absentecism among senior ranks but Parke
helioved Whetham's to be excesive, breaching acceptable conduct for @ garvison cammnander
i a war zone.

Additionally, and worse, soldiers received noither pay nor clothing fram Whetham. In
1707 three of Ms companies petitioned the tovernment, staiing we have not received any
pry sinee we came about five years...ner U this year any eloaths’. ¥ Governor Parke found
that officers ‘were forced to buy cothes for thom bere’ and he reported thad some soldiers,
even officers, had been loreed o take up civilian jobs: he tald the Councl of Trade and
Plantations: ‘If the people here had not been very kind to them, they must all have
starved.” ™ A caose of vven more disquiet was that desperate clements in the garrison
Snstead of profecting and defending' colonists, ‘did vobhb and plunder them of their stock, cat-
tte, goods and effects” ™ Meanwhile Whethag, from London. filled officer vacancies charg-
ing. for example, seveuty puineas for an ensign’s commission.™ In a letler o the Barl of
Sunderlaud the povernor sununed up as follows: ‘Col. Whetham lives at his case in London,
and getts more money by this regiment than any live collonells that have been i the
Battles of Blenheim and Hummalies®!

Sueh case and incame were not to continue much longer, however, for Whetham was
replaced and sent to Treland in 1708, But merade in the Leeward Tslands’ garrison was so
luw thut Lhe governor wondered Svhat more service can be expected from men thus used’.
Calonists weee particalzrly eoncerned hecause Whetham'’s men had not stopped the French
in 1706 trom despoiling two Leeward Eslands, St Kitts and Nevis, and new they were under
very great apprehensions” the French would attack again.® (The French did attack again,
though much later, in L7t and 1712, after Whetham had been relieved, but the gorrism
had hardly recovered so the attacks, especially against Montserrat, were destrnctive™h
Some "poor and distrossed’ soldiers - transterved to other regiments ineluding that of the
new commander in the Leeward Islands - were still complaining in 1710 that Whetham had
lef them ‘without being paid and clonthes we had due to us’™ Thus Barostaple’s M had
treated his command, as he was to treat his parlizmentary seat. ns a business proposition
(and thers were other such coses in e eighiventh contury? colleeting perquisites. As well,
pay and clothing were convenient suurces uf peevlation, for 2 dishonest coloned. Governor

rarke coneluded: *Had he been obliged to live bere, the ckunour of his own men, and people,
would have obliged him to have used them better™

There had been, then, operationat filures, compaipns besel by bungling, when Whetham
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cammanded in the field - bul these failures, while public knowledge, woeve later not neces-
sarily brought ta the attention of Barnstaple's voters, distant in eighteenth-century terms
from the palitical centree, London, That said, we can as well see a darker side to his career
which, even in thuse ruther complacent times, had given rise to censure, Years before buying
vates in Barnstaple - and, to be [aiy, guite possibly unbeknown to local people as cvidence
wad mainly in afficial corvespandenee - the professional soldier had been highly unprofes-
stongtl. From about 1715, when he would have been in his carly 40s, his military career stag-
nated. Facing o career hiutus be therefore needed that seat in parliament.

To hix eredit, of course, Whetham did take some cognisance of his constituency after
Harnstaple's citizens macde hinan MEP in 1722, This ean he seen when looking at the trade
war hetween the rival pocts, Burnstaple and Bideford. The compilers of Magna Britannic,
published in 1720, cansidered that Bideford had ‘almost drawn the trade of Bamstaple to
itsell and ‘customs amaunt to considerable sums yearly'.?® When Bideford then sought to
wrest from Barnstaple the callection of Appledore’s port dues, the corporation of Barnstaple
became very concerned and petitioned the Commissioners of Customs in London. Siding
with the corporation, Whetham petitioned the Treasury on Barnstaple's behalf, avguing that
‘annexation’ of dues by Bideford would have ‘most fatal consequences’ for the port of
Barnstaple and ity ‘revenues and privileges' Barnstaple was allowed to retain its ‘revenues
and privileges’

None the less Whetham's chief intersst yomained his military career. Even such a poor
track record as his was samitised by his having a seat in parliament and he was able, having
gained parlinmentary ‘influence’, to resume his vareer. David Chandler observed that ‘privi-
leped officers - Peers of the Realm, Members of Parliament., and their connections - clustered
thickly in the upper reaches of the military hievarchy ™ Whetham gained a foothold in these
‘upper reaches’. Instead of seeking re-clection fir Barnstaple in the new parhament in 1727

he obtained the rank of Heutenant general, in 1727, upon stepping down as vne ol

Barnstaple's two MPs. There then followed comiloriable home service with promotion te full
peneral, culminating in the military governorship of the lavge parrisen of Berwick-upon-
Tweed

Thomas Whetham's cavcer was a digagreeable brew. e certainly made best use of influ-
ence’. et it conld be said of enmrse: that he was simply plaving by well-estublished rules.
Much legs edifying were his shortcomings as o military commander, And as Barostaple's MP
his mind was on relaunching his military career: How much had been koown about i in
Barnstaple when he stood for parliament here in 1722 remains a matter of speculation.
Semething of his shovtcomings may have teicklied down ta the Westenuntey, On the other
hand, what was public knowledge in London was nat necessarily eommon knowloedge, sspe-
ciadly among those far outside London circles. A seeond caveat: there was no tradition then
for serutinising in depth the backgrounds of parliamentary candidates. That becomes a par-
ticular fueus of attention only mueh later In any case, the people of Barustaple, though
deemed at a later date ‘corvupt’, must be seen in the cantest of what in theic day was aceept-
able, and that inchaded the quite commonplace waoing by curpethaggers. Given e Limes,
therefore, the electorate does not came out of this puarticutar stoey too hadly,, Much more
could not have been expected in the early eighteenth contury,
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LIMEBURNING IN TIVERTON

John Leach

Located at an ancient crossing point of the River Exe, Tiverton is a long establiched
markel towa serving a widespread agricubtural industry. Flistovically, it has alsn mnin-
tained extensive wool, lace and engineering industries, and so by the mid-nincteenth
century it had become 2 velatively large town. Unlike other Devon towns, this physical
grawth was in brick, stone and skate, because an Acl of Parliament, dated 1732, forbade
the use of cob. waod and thateh. Lime for mortar and plaster would thien have been in

predt dentad from an early date. Commerclally however, the largest loeal market for

linwe was in agriculture, where it was (and still is} used to improve acidie soils, It was in
great wse fram the seventeenth century when Thomas Westeole deseribod the vavious
manures that were available in Devon:

Leand now newly and maoest in use, lime which is employed many several
ways....do vield tthough with no small charge) good incremse at harvest and
better the suceecding pasture.’!

Deseribing wheat production in B&II’IIDUII] in 1808, Charles Vancouver recorded the
use of 40 double Winchester bushels [approxs. < tons] of lime per aere’, when preparing
the pround.®

An earty record of such vse comes from Saleombe Rogris when, in 1281, Canon Nolan
of Exeter Hmed and marled the new intakes.” Whether knowledge of this practice had
spread to mid Devon is not knowsy, bhut by 1305 thore were limekilng operating in
Tiverton.! Perhaps, alternatively, they were associated with building at the castle. The
next reference, i December 130, concerns o debt, where in the Court Rolls mention
is made of, ... five of the Lord's limekilos calted Shomekisburn'.* The exacl site is
unrknown, but the veterence sugprests maore than {ive, whicl would be an extensive
industry at this eorly dute. The souree of the stane i3 not known, but was probably sup-
plied from the cileareous vocks in the Flockworthy and Huatsham area, The use of the
Hme was olso extending to industry with evidence of tallow and tanning trades at an
early date. According to Pigot’s direetory for 1830 these were still ongoing, and another
lime dependent industry - soap boiling - had been added. Agriculture remained the
largest consumer of lime, and during the height of land timprovement the application
of manures was made a condition of farm leazes. In 1785, Liver Gotham, ‘Tiverton (33
acresh was lel for a rent of £49pa and a condition;

¢ tospread on each acre tilled 10 hogshead of Hme o 150 seams ol good
Mack well rotten dung or 50 seams of soap ashes, o more than three sucers-
stve eraps without such dressing’ 8

Demand was insatiable, and tarmers were travelling up to thirty miles via Tiverton
from the cold clay lands around Witheridge to collect lime from the Canonsleigh lime-
warks,” In the mid 1790s when this works was producing 20,000 tons anaually, Wiltiam
Marshall reported thal some barmers were carrying the botter ‘stone Hine' by packhorsa
"t o grreal distance’” OF note in this peried were the Dunsford family of Tiverton. In
1779, Henry (a mercer) was a lessee of the limeworks at “The Hill', Burleseambe. His
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son, also Henry (o banker), acquired this freehold in 1852, and leased the first of the
kilns at the Tiverton Canal Basin in 1814-15. He: s alsa recarded, with o man called
Talbog, as having kilns in Cold Strect in 1827, but as they wore then hoth establizhed
at the canal bagin, the significance of this remuins unelear.

The e was also one of ‘canal mania® apd the Graond Westeen Canal was promaoted to
iink the Bristol and English Channels. Its Act of 1796 propoesed a line from Paunton to
Topsham with several branches, includiog one to Tiverton. ! Beeause of the extensive
Thne Irawde with the country to the west of Tiverton, it was anticipated thal there would
be extensive tralfie aleng this branch, so building was commenced al Canonsleigh, and
Lhis canal opened in Agpust 1814, Eacher, in May, a propesal was made to extend the
canal by means of horse deawn tramways to Chulmleigh via Cadeleigh, and to Crediton
to link up with another praposed canal, The area to be served obtained an estimated
30,000 tons of lime feom Himeworks at Barnstaple, Canonsleigh and Topsham. IL was
hopeit, hy means af the tramway, for this distriet to be supplied solely from Tiverton,
but the scheme did nat proceed !

T service the trade, two lurre banks of kilns were built, For discussion purposes
anly, the developuiental stages Lave been annotated A to E. The plan notes their devel-
uptent in three stages - A&LG C&D, and B - and shows the complex at its fullest
extend, with twonty kilns operational.

The earliest leases relate to plots A and B and each comprised, *...a Wharf upon
which a Whart Wall, Lime Kilns [uumber nol specificd), Arches and a Wall to support
the bank have lately been erected by the said {Grand Western Canall Company’. Henry
Dunsford and Hugh Talbot (yeoman) of Heleombe Rogus leased them respectively loe
21 years from 25 March 1815 for £63pa.’* That Dunsford was producing lime there
before that date 1s evidenced by an advertisement in the Exeter Flving Post dated 9
Junuary 1815, He and @ collengue called Browne were solling lime and ashes for 5s6d
and 3s6d (25.5p & 17.5p) per hogshead with a 8d 12.5p) diseount Tor eacly payment. A
hogshead of Hme was approximately five hundredwelghts, Accounts were novmally to
he sottled at the Phoenix [om, Tiverton in Fobruaey and March. The advertisement also

hints at an earlier custom of part payment 95 kind’:
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‘Many customers having expressed o wish that the old established custom of
sending meat and drink by the earriers be discontinued; the limeburners sig-
mily their consent Lo receive 1.5d per hogshead in lieu of same.

Bather curiously in the same newspaper on 14 November 1822 there is an advertise-
ment for the lease of Dunsford’s three kilns al Tiverton, and his own limeworks at.
Burtescowbe. Perhaps he wished to sub-let them rather than operate them divectly
himself.

Noew kilns (plots C&D) were let together tor 21 years from 1 May 1825 Tor o rent of

U84 10s el (£84.50p). John Talbot, limeburner of Holcombe Rogus, took ploL C (next to
that af tlugh Talbot) and John Potter, limeburner of Westicigh, took the othor FRach
toasod, *All that Lime Kiln [singular] and Lime Wharf? ¥ The building of these kilns
and a wall at Ebear cost £104 105 114 (£104.59.5p). At Christmuas 1841 Henry
Dunsford took Potter’s kiln(s) and wharf, and negotialed a new lease for both plots
(A&D fur twelve years [or £140 165 3d (£140 81.5p).1" Interestingly, the plan accompa-
nying Lhat lease shows that John Talbot was then io possession of his awn and Hugh
Talbot’s plots (B&OC). After this date the occupancy of the kilng heeomes confusged with
few contemporary documents to consult. The following are the known aceupants:

Table 1: Qceupants of the Tiverton Lime Kilns - post 1840,

Bate  Oecupants Pl Sonree Nates

1841 Heney Dunstod A& DR 206287
Juhn Talbot B&L ditln Janmes Tatbin in Canal aceounts
Jobin [ Chaer ID DRFCAK2GLG e Lol butow

1842 Richard Davey TABCEKD  Tiverton Tithe Award  Presumably Talbob omitted
Jobin KB, Chove R dittn

1844 Davey & Cosveav? AkD £ Edgintan Richard Davey, died 1844
Juames Tl A dikto
Jobin [ Ol 14 ditin

1847 Mr Buckingham k. LI, DabiS)

18487 Fristrar Whiteer [ dlittu

1850 Doavey & Cusway TA&D White's Deectory Rahert Davey
elaonges Tkl & ditin

1567 Robert Davey Toes Gezette 1951565

1866 Robevt Davey Post Office Divectory

17 Wi & Phitlip Cosway ditda

W78 Henry B Russell Eibl in Tiverton Musews "Adduinnal te the Cravays

LR9 Cosway Hanrris!? Twn kilns

© Mote that the Tiverton branch of the Beistd & FExeter T Coopeoed in this vear

The six kilng on plot E were let to John Richard Chave, lime merchant of Ashford
aear Burlescombe, for eleven years from Chiristmas 1839 for rent of 55 8x B (£55 33p)
annually. The wharf or ‘New works’ was built by the canal company al a cost of £557 Hs
A '8, (£657.27p), but the kilns weve crected by Chave.™ By 1847 they had passed ta the
accupancy of a Mr. Buckingham who operated his Hme business from Tiverton and

Lo

Thelhridge. Possibly due o financial problems he was working with Mark Kennaway,
solicitor, of Exeter, and Triztrium Whitter, solicilor of Cullompton, wha declaved himself
bankrupt as a limeburner in February 1848 % After only nine years it would appear
that these kilns fell out of use for ever.

[From the existing documents the financial position and relationship of Buckingliam,
Kennaway and Whitter is nol clear. However theve are a number of documents which
shed light on the lmeburning business, Possibly as i prelude to acquiring the kilng, a
valualion was made of the six kilns (E} based on the inancial year 1842-43 and the
details are given in table 2.

Table 2: Valuation of the Lime Kilus at Tiverton: 1842.43,
Tiverton Lime Kilns.
The property of Mr. John Richard Chave of Sampford Peverell.

The quantity of Lime and Ashes sold at these Kilns from 5th August 1842 to 5
November 1843

6,042 Hogshead of Lime and 625 Hogshead of Ashes.

The cost of producing same as follows. Viz:

£ 2 i |8 B <
Lo 13 Ll
The imebuarner 114 3 R
Guarevman ine. powder and
Freagiet to Tiverton 188 ] [
Howse 20 ] 0
Carpenter ki (} i
Orood vent doy kibes aned the fease 55 3] B
Py tomvage om the stone 108 L7 11
Rates and tes 7 ] 0
Unllecting ciasl & evpatir at boars 71 1 1
RO7 i3 11 HOT 13 11
Mett Pratit . 300 33 {

sauree: DREY A, Pox 7250
Included in the same dacuient is a similar valuation for Chave’s limeworks at
Sampford Peverell. Together they made a profit of £695 which was very good. However
it should be borne in mind that this was five years before the opening of the vailway
line to Tiverton. As the main line from Bristol to Exeter opened in May 1844, it may be
that Chave perceived the threat and reduced his limeburning interests.

The enterprise of Buckingham exlended well to the west of Tiverton, and customers
to the south and easl suggest that perhaps he also aequired Chave's limeworks at
Samplord Peverell. Table 3 notes the numbis of individuals (named in the decument)
by parish who had not paid their lime debts. Presumably there were many more who
had paid. Accounts were paid at ‘lime dinners” held at Tiverton and Thelbridge. These
cost £4 17s 6d (£4.87.5p) and £8 1s 8d (£6.7.5p) respeetively in 1847 %
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Table 3: Lime debts assigned by My Whitter to Mr Kennaway nat paid.

EBAT L8 P77 1844 1847 18158

Burleseamm t - Morchard 13 2 Washford 3 -
Butterleigh @ - Mymtrec i - Waslford Pyne . 2
Cadeleiph 1 . Feuehill i - Witheridge 2 )
Cheriton il 1 Puakelingetenn - 4 Wondseryfsic] - 3
Crewwys M. 3 B Stoodleigh 3 - Worlington - i
Cullomptan I . Temptefton] - 2 Uffeulme 3 -
Halberion 3 - Thedlseictpe b & 1ol Bsded b

Kennerlogh - 1 Tivertan 7 3 pitrish]) - 3
Lopford t - Washfield 1 o+

Sowreg: IR0 B84, Box 7441,

Whitter failed to pay the half year vent for the Tivertan kilns at Christmas 1847,
Accordingly the canal company sent in o bailiff; John Norrish, to distrain goods equiva-
lent to £27 L3s 4d (£27.67p) These included a quantity of ttems from the dwelling house
tnot listed here) and from the kilns: 7 fime Lubs, 5 shovels, 5 planks, 2 spades, 2 stedges,
1 hueket, 1 ivom bar, sundry tooks and quantities of culm and limestene,

Beeause the limeburners were small businessmen they left fow vecords pf their activi
ty. One can anly speculate as ta the success of their ventures with so few documents to
consider, It is equally (rustrating that so tew records of the canal company have saevived.
The tonmnnges carvied for the years 1847-54 and for 1888-1905 are given in table 4.

Table 4 Tonnages carvied on the Gramd Western Canal

Year Livestione CoalfCubn LimuM e Chler Total

fneded 31,5

1546-47 21,200 160527 e 9077 A
1HAT-A5 22,880 29,134 |31} EL20H) LTS B4
184848 ALETA IURT®] 111 5,320 ErREL
134850 14,31 10N 4017 277N
186051 14,70 SAZT 14 nRET 30047
187152 JRRIAY [ULRCFEN G .82 33,052
RSN 18,519 L0648 11 BIKEY BY T
18550l 19,220 G104 Lr3 L3k 05,70
1455 4,113
1RO [ s

LHH4 1,852
1805 M

PN the the rodlwrey o Tiverian apeoed on 126 154,

C Hadield, fhe Crnads of Sonthe West England, Newion Abbot, 1967, pl13
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Whilst these figures are lor all Leaflic on the canal it can be reasonably assumed that
the Lmestone traflic woulkd be almost entirely for Tiverlon.

The opening of the Bristol and Exeler Railway ended the schome to extend the canal
to Topsham, and the connection to Tivertom (opened on 12 June 1848) Lhreatened the
existence of the canal company itself Iniliatly an agreement was proposed that the
radlway company should carvry ol the coal traftic and the canal company oll the lime-
stong, but in 1852 the canul company decided to join the Bridgwater and Taunton
Canal and fight for all the traffic. [t did not suceeed, and after a perind of dechne the
canal was sold to the railway company under an Act of July 186422 Before this, huowey-
er, raders took advantage of Tiverlon being connected to the emerging milway system.
Sidings ind a poods yard were established and general teaders, such as Messrs,
Joodland dnd Guant, removed their business [rom the canal whart. The railway was
also impocting new manuares such as guano, which competed with hme for a short peri-
o In 1850 thore were two guano merchants in Tiverton (Thomas Haydon & George
Sanders),™ and by 1866 two new lime mevchants iJohn Curpenter & Richard Stoney®
were established in the raibway vard.

Despite the compeiition, the canal continued for many years to carry limestone. The
Cosway [amily used twe kilns until 1835 and eiaployed a Mr, Berry as their limeburn-
er. The main kiins (A-1)) were filled in by William Punchard around 1905, They have
survived and are now a Grade II histed structure. It is not knowi when the other kilns
(1) were demolished, but the sile is now covered by & housing development appropri-
ately named Lime Kiln Houd. The canal continued to carry limestone up to 1925, Lo
Willinm Elwortliy's coadstane depot near the Tiverton Road bridge,

At their prak there were twenty me kilns opevating in Tiverlon - one of Uhe largest
complexes in Britain, Whether they were a successful commercisl operation is hard to
know without further information. There was an extensive lime trade prior to the con-
struction of the canal, and an obvious markel. However, it would seem that to build
twenty kilns was over ambitious and deomed when the raflway network spread. The
Tiverton kilns were also at a serlous disadvantage as they were nol immediaiely adja-
centt to Lheir necessary raw materials - coal (tram South Wales) and limestone, Both
had to be imported, which would ultimately make the unit cost of lime uncompetitive,

Acknowledyements: [n preparing this article [ waould like to acknowledge the help of
the Devon Record Office and its stafll and also that of Mrs D Butler, Mres L Haris,
Mrs B. Keene and Me M. Sampson.
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THE IRON BRIDGE, NORTH STREET AND ST DAVID'S
HILL, EXETER

Brian George

[n February 1830 the Hon Newton Fellowes had given notice to the Exeter Turnpike
trustees Lhal in view of the new road then being formed from Eggesford to Copplestone
and from Stoke Bridge to Cowlay they would both be incomplete without a new line of
road Lo avoid the steep gradients of 8t David's Hill. Thereafter Mr John Coldridge
appears to have been involved for the Tarmpike Trust in making a route for what was
to e New Norlh Read and also fr cosing the gradienls of $t David’s Hill,

In 1833 some responsibility for the tnprovement; of North Street to St David’s Hill,
Exeter also lny with the Exeter Commissionors of fnprovement, whose minute book
commences from that year However it has to be noted that in 1816 the Exeter
Turnpike Trust had listed this read as extending trom Paul Street to Cowley Bridge
and heyond towacds Darnstaple as one of their roads. The surveyor for the Exeter
Commissioners was again Mr John Coldridge. At a mecting of the commissioners in
December 1833 twa altornative schemes for reducing the steep gradients down ta the
crossing of the Lanpbrook were considered, one to build retaining walls parallol to the
oxisting road and Gl between them with rubble at a cost of £2,042 while the other was
to earry the new vond on arches from a point above the Pluime and Feathers [on, beside
the Barnsiaple Inn to the Crown and Sceptre Inn at 2 eost of £2,588, [t was noted thal
in addition to either scheme the acquisilion of buildings wauld cost an additionat
£2,132. The scheme for the arches was accepted.!

Later in December estimates for an iron structure weee requested from the Blaina
lronworks and from Lhe Neath Abbey Irenworks, Only Blaina veplicd, quating for eight
arches of 30 feet span at £450 cach. Butterleigh works had asked for a plan but the
Tomnissioners of lTmprovement it that time appeared to prefer a masonry structure.?

In January 1834 it was reporied Lhatl the adoption of iven for the bridge was again to
he proposed to the eommissionecs. It seemed that Mr Russell ‘of the celebrated lrm of
that name’, Russell and Brown, (ranfounders, was al Lhat time in Excter possibly nego-
tinting Lhe sale of lamp pillars which he later supplied to the eity. Having learned that
he might be of assistaned he had brought with him from his works an engineer and
with the plans before them these men were engaged in the formation of annther esti-
mate. Alse on the seene was M Julian of this city’ who had laid a plan befori the com-
mittee which was mueh commended.? Mr Julian appears to have been the architect of
Peak House, Sidmouth, who at the end of 1834 waz engaged in the design of Sidmouth
Sea Wall. Also in January 1834 the commissioners disvussed the alternative schemes
tor ivon eonstruction which would give a rvise off the existing North Street of 21 fect at
Mr Salters property. Mr Julian’s tender was £5,150 apd My Russell’s was £5,229.1 With
scheme costs rising, an approach was made in February to the Exeter Turnpike
Trustees, who responded by voting 2 contribution of £2,500 towards the North Street
to St David's Hill highway sclieme which would inelude the bridge.®

By March, despite the slipht difference in the estimuted cost, Mr Bussell's scheme
appears to bave prevailed over Mr Julizn’s. The commissioners had met the Turnpike
Trustees on the 11th to consider the gradients on the road from Red Cow gate to the
Crown and Sceptre Inn and an iron bridge had been discussed from a plan by Mr
Russell. Tt would be 88 yards in fength with six iron arches, would have a rise of 21 foet
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conerete wis replaced by & reinforced concrete slab to ensure a more even distribution
of wheel loads, At this time a width restriction of 84 Gin was impased to cnsure thal
Lhe weight restriction was effective.

Lo the oviginal design the decision to sphit the 40 feet span arch spandrels into two 20
feet halves and to join them by bolts at the cerére ensared that the centre acterd as »
pinned joint and that any bending at the ventre of the arches would be almost elini-
nated. In this way the care of the desigoer and sueceading highway committees has
ensured that the strong bul hrittle east ivon has not fractured and should also ensore
many more yeairs of ugeful life for this historic structure, which must be the forenast
example of cast ivon bridge construction now remaining in the south-west peainsula.
The viaduct 15 listed Crade 2.

Two routes were now available rom Cowley Bridge Road to Fxeter, the New North
Road. opened on - Februacy (835" and the improved St David's Rill/North Street over
the lron Bridge. Heavy loads from Stoke Canon no longer had to be worked over Stoke
Hill via the Old Tiverton Road or Pennsylvania Rowsd 2y the Excler Turnpike Trusless
had built a new length of road alongside the river Exe Lo Cowley Bridge Road soon
after 1830,
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THE COURT BARTON OF THE MANOR OF ILSINGTON

Bill Ransom

Barton and demesne tands were those over which only the lord or lady of the muanor had pro-
prictavy rights but were usuably cultivated tor the lord by his dependent tenants, The Court
Barton consisted generally of the manar hause occupied by the lord together with adineent
lands contributing towards his muaintenance. However, both house and Jands were ollen
leased i retorn for services and ronts and sometimes the services were waivend in retuen for
a payment. Leasing of land had a long history preceding the Conguest. It conveyed no more
than thi: nse and enjoyment of the land for a term of years but later, prabably fron the late
fitteenth cenlury in Beyvon, i become quite usual to grant leases foe three lives, those of the
Tessee and two others nominated by him, Most odtim these were close relations, comnuonty his
wile and eldesr san,

The descont of the lords of the manor of Hsimplen has been traced from early times to the
present day.! From 1284 and possibly earlier unlil 1501 the manor was held by the Dynham
family often as tenanis of the Beaumonis® The last Dynham to hold the manor was Julin,
born in 1433, who when he died in 1201 was Lord Dynham and High Treasurer of Engloand,
His heirs were his frur sisters vr their heirs, He left them each s quarter share of the manaor,
and of many athers in Devou and Corpwall.?

The first known relerence to the barton and demesne lands of Usington is that in a lease
dated 20 November 1543 granted by Joan Aruncell!

JJohanna Fforde vidue nuper uxorem Johannis Flovde defunetis et Johanni
Sevonekler armigero [ilio suo totoom propartiam sive parfem meany totiug bartonis
sive mancionis mee iacentum in Hstyneton in comite Devonine cum amnibus terris
pratis pare pastugque eum omnibus teeris voeatis le Domayne Loondes,.!

tJoan Ford widow recently Lhe wife of Julin Ford deceased and John Sevntelere
earive her son Lhe whole property or iy pact of all the barton or mansien lving in
Hsingion in the county of Devon will all ands meadows park snd pasture with oli
the lands called the demesne lands. )

This lease, grantoed wJoan Ford and dohn Seyntddere. was of the Court Bactan with, seom-
ingly, a specific refecence to a maner house. [Lwas granted for o term of sixty years at an
annual rent of 33s 4. [t ceased on the death of either lessee bul the inheritance of the sup-
vivor would be allowed following a payment of 3s <. It required the upkeep of buildings,
tences and ditehes and in this connection rights of frebale, foldbote, plouphbote and geate-
Lote were granted, Le. the right to tale wood for buvning, maintenance of sheepfolds, mak-
ing and repairing of gates and similae work, (The lease also naplies that Joan Ford and a
William Bradleigh had eavlicr prssession as lessces of Joan Arundelb.

The lessor was a granddoughter of Katherine, the third sister of Lovd Dynham, and her
hushand Sir Thomas Avundell She died in 1577, The lessee was the daughier of Willkam
Throwbridge and the widow of Gilbert Seyntelere, Gilbert died in 1326 leaving eight children:
the eldest was John ™ Atter the death of Gilbert, Joan soon married John Ford, o prosperous
Ashburtim attorney: she was his lowreth wife, John Ford died in 1338 so by 1543 Joan could
risnsonably he desceribed as recently his wife, (Intermarriage between the Fords and the
Seynteleres and the preponderance of the name Joon or simikar can be contusing, John Ford's
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four wives were all Joan, Joanna or Jane. His daughter by his first marriage, also named
Joan, married John Seyntelere the joint lessee of 1543: his eldest son George by his third
marriage married Joanna Seynteleve a daughter of Gilbert Seyntelerce).

Lovd Dynham’s eldest sister Margaret married Nicholas, Baron Carew, and through that
marriage the Carew family inherited one quacter of the Dynham estates. This portion seems
to have soon been sold and passed ta Siv William Compton of Compton Wynyates and thence
to his grandsen Henry Compton, in 1566 a survey was made for Henry to establish the detail
of this quarter share in Ilsington and other Devon estates.” The survey showed that George
Ford held one hall and Arundell the remaining quarter. One specific section dealt with the
demesne and barton lands. In all sections the tolal rental was stated, nol jusl the quarter
share of Compton. Court Barton comprised the following:-

John Bolle held *withoul indenture at will 1 granary house and bakehouse in
Isington with 3 gardens, 1 acre; contains 1 close Wester Bowthill, 8 acres; containg
1 close Ester Bowthill 6 acres; contains 1 close Basheley 10 acves; contains 1 elose
Boysley mede 33 acres; contains 1 close Lameparke 2 acres; contping 1 close Furze
park cleves with moor and aldergrove 20 acres; contains 1 close the Beare and
Newe close 3 acres; contains 1 elose of wood called Northe Wood where is growing
aak and other wood 30 acres; 1 meadow 1 acre; 1 little elose Chenyshays 2 acres:
and pays 305 4.

v
The tola} area of barton lands under this section swms to 86! acres. Not specilically in this
section but elsewhere stated to be barton lands was a cloge called Cowdowne Close

‘now called Bowdens Park now lying in three parts which contains in all 25 acres
for which he pays 8s per annum’

This was held by John Bowden. Additionally Gabriel Wyger held two closes of barton tand,
tligher Park and Lower Park each of 5 acres. He paid 155 10d but this seems to have includ-
ed 45 10¢ for a cottars holding ‘with appurtenances’,

Clearly, despite the lease for sixty years neither Joan Ford nov John Seyntelere had con-
tinued until 1566 as lessees: Joun is likely to have dicd before then and John died in 1569.7 It
is reasonable to sugpest that the barton kand leased in 1543 by Joan Arundell is broadly the
same ag that held by John Bolle, the rents being identical at 38s 4d. Little is known of John
Bolle. Elizabeth, wife of John Bolle, wag buried at Tlsingten on 5 May 1554 and Joho on 2
September 15782

A survey roll of the lands of John Arundell of Lanherne dated 9 August 1608 itemised the
guarter part of the manor belonging to his son® Thomas Ford. Elizabeth his wife and Henry
their son were shown ag tenaants ol ‘the capitall messuage 30 acres’ for which they paid 8s
10d, again equal to 35s 4d for the whele. (Thamas is shown in that survey roll as ‘mart’ but
that must have been a later superseription for he died in 1610) There is close similarity
though not exact parity between the 1543, 1568 and 1609 holdings of barton land. In the
1543 lease the amount of land is not stated and it appears that the manor house forms part
of the holding: in 1566 the manor house is shown separately from the holding of John Bolle:-

‘George Fourd esquire holds the capital mansion or house ealled the Manor Place of
Iistyngton with all house buildings gardens and orchards helonging to the same
and pays per annum 2s 84

The 1608 survey implics a total area of land of 120 acres covnpared to the 864 held by Bolle
and the house is included in the rental.
Thomas Ford was the eldest son and heir of George Ford and Joanna Seyntelere. He was
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born in 1556 aud married Elizabeth Popham. In his will dated 5 May 1809 he conveyed to
his wife:-

‘all my three parts of the Manor of Ilsington together with the mansion house of
Hsington and all messuages and land thereunto helonging'.

The Ford holdings passed from Thomas through his son Henry born about 1585 to Henry's
gon horn in Littleham in 1618, Tle became Siv Henry, M.P. for Tiverton and Secretary of State
for [reland. He died in 1684 sceriously in debt and in his will dated 11 September of that year
he left the bulk of his estates to his devisees™ including:-

‘all that my Barton of Usington or Court Barton...and all thal iy three parts of the
whole in three parts divided of the manor of Tlsington..’

His devisees, the Earl of Londonderry, his son Charles, John Egerton of Lympstone and
Rdward Holwell of the Middle Temple, London were to dispose of the estate in whatever
manner they chose to pay his debts, luneral expenses and legacies to his four daughters, The
wording of the will suggests that he owned the whole of Court Barton though only three
quarters of the rest of the manor. There was gontinued dispute over the terms of the will
which was finally resolved by an arbitration award made by Hugh Stafford and others on 27
April 16921 The award made no mention of Court Barton and the assumption must be that
it was sold to help pay the debts or passed without dispute to his son Charles.

The next reference found Lo Courl Barton was that in the Hsington Parish Register for 22
September 1726

‘Mrs Sarsh Payater ye widow of ye late William Paynter DD Rector of Exeter
College in Oxford was buried in ye west end of Court Barton Isle close by ve North
wall of ye church ag being nearly related to Philip Nanson ye owner of Court Barton
estate’,

Nanson was then vicar of St. Michael’s Church, Isington, and the son-in-law of Sarah. He
was vicaw from 1715 until his death in 1739, Though not impossible it seems unlikely that he
would have acquired Court Barton before his appeintment. If that is so then it is probable
that there was another owner after Siv Honry's death. n the absence of any exact knowledge
it seems reasonable to suppose that this was Charles the residuary legatee.

It has been stated that Nanson's davghter sold Court Barton to a Mr Cock and Cock to
Hale. ™ Nanson seems to have married twiee firstly to Dorothy Maria Fisher on 9 September
1711 at St. Helen'’s, Bishopgate, London. She died in 1721 and Nanson thoen married Marvy
Paynter on 11 July 1723, A Catherine Nanson was buried at [sington on 10 November 1769
and it would be reasonable to suppose that she was the daughter i question and probably by
the first marriage as no baptism for Catherine appears in the Hsington parish regisler. We
know no more of Cock but a Charles Cock features in a lease of 1773’7 and a Thomas Cock
owned Liverton mills by 1780.1* [n 17565 we have the first known acconnt of the manor house
by Dr, Milles,"”

Nexl adjoining to the church on ye east side is ye Barton of Court. The house shows
some signs of ancient grandeur. In one of the kitchen windows [ observed the fol-
towing coat of arms: [n a border engraited, party per fesse argent and sable, o groy-
hound running in chief, and an owl in base, counter-charged impaled with argent.
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Three bulls heads sable charged with a creseent. These last are the arms of
Waldron.. The same coat in another window is impaled with party prpale or al a
star of 2% poings counter-charged’,

The deseription of the principal arms corresponds with that of the arms pranted to John
Furd of Ashburton in 1524 by the Tlerald’s College.'® The Waldron arms were ao doubt incor-
poraled by reasen of his daughter beeoming Johin Ford's third wife and the mother of George,

By 1780 Charles Hale was the owner with James Mudge the oceupier. ' Three years earki-
cr the estate was available for letting and it may have been then that Mudge took the Lenan-
ey™™ To let [or 14 years, Court Durton cousisting of o gaod mansion house, barn, stables and
all other necessitios with convenient outhivuses, yardens, aboul 2 acres and o half of orchard
and 63 acres of good arable meadow and pasture ground with unlimited right of common on
Haytor Down... Hale and Mudye continue to be thus shown until 1795 when Charles Hale's
wife, Ann, is shown in the Lind Tox Assessmont Reeords as owner and Robert Petherbridge
as occupier. Ann died in 1805 and that year Joha Samber is shown as owner, This 1s a mis-
taken entry for James, and James Samber conbinued as awner until 1821 with, from 1809,
Charles Wills as oceupier,

James was a captain in the Roval Navy, He marvicd Maria Biatal?) Knapton at
Lymington, Hampshire on 12 November 1775 and had a davgbter, Martha Ao, born 17781
Charles Hales will gave his wile Ann and James life interests in the Court Barton estale
which passed on their deaths tv MariBa Ann and her descendunts.® The will referved (o
James Sambor as ‘kinsman’, Charles’s father, also Chardes, married o Martha Sambor at St
Anng’s Soho in 1720; maybe she was James’s great-aunt. When Charles of Ingsdon divd in
1745 Martha would have heen sixteen or seventeen yoars old,

In 1822 Charles Hale dlonre becante owner. He was the son of a marriage between Martha
Ann Samber and James Monro, also of Lymington, en 8 March 1805 and was horm nn 23
January 1806.47 His muather died in 1813 and his father in 1849.% Not long in to his owner-
ship there is evidence that the mansion house had deteriovated ™

“The wanor or Court Bartan is close to the Church and was the residence of the
Dinhams. The present house is dilapidated, is Elizabethen and was originally in the
shape of an B The end buildings vemain but the intermediate range has gone. The
prunite arched entrance is perfoct, In 17th cont, a branch of the Ford fawily resided
here and painted plass with their arms is in the HalllL

By 1829 the Land Tax Assessment Qecords show Charles Hale Monre as part owner of
Court Barton together with Wiliam Northwaw The tatter atso vecupicd pare of the Barlon
and Charles Wills also part. William Northway's purt ownership would have oceurred
through his purchase of the building, probably of late seventeenth contury dutke, now the

Tarpenters Arms, This building may have been the farmihivuse to the adjicent manor house.

There is evidence of an earlior association of Novthway with the inn in 1816, Charles Wills
must have rented the manor house for his employves, the Seuthards, who combined farming
with chareoal burning and lived there in 1811, for on 28 May of that yenr Bam Southard was
bort in ‘Ct Barton tlouse Wisington Parish...* They are believed to be the last human oceu-
pants of the manor house which continued Lo fall inte disrepair In 1852 the Eveter Flving
Fost gave the following deseription:

“Ihe remains of & mouldering mansion house, omee vast and vencrable form a pleasing
object from the vicinity of the church. . There are traces of o quadrangle, of an arch which con-
nected it with a second, and the mullions, new masoned up, of the old windows in the kitchen
and aut offices are still traceable in ruined condition, in once busy abodes, turned now into
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cow-hauses and repositories for farming gear and waste matters ot all varietios. The ehigant
povcl which furmedd the entrance also exists, and the sites of various halls and chambers and
five-places are still traceable. Years back the house was inhabited by divers famitics, till it
heeame i tao tottering o state for the safety of the inmates’ 2

Charles Hale Monro died in 1867 and was succeeded by his son iind heir Captain Charles
Jumes Hale Munva of the 36th Foot Regiment. He, by an indenture ol 1 November 1871, con-
vieyed tu the vieur, the Reverend Robert Lovell and the churchwardens John Hill Clark and
Gieorge Heeves a piece of the Court Barton estate adjacent to the old wanor house then in
near total vuin.*? This conveyance was to provide land for the building of Hzington Scheol
which opined in 18T Thus passed away the balk of the manor houge which, no doubt with
phases of alteration and re-building stood ou, or near, that site from Lhe time of the
Dynhams. Today ondy vestiges vomain, anivy-covered wall in the north-gastern corner of the
churchyavd with an overmantel and several carved granite stanes, Hedges and walls around
the parish contain pieces of granite muthons and lintels, cacried away when the ruins were
used a8 a convenient quavey. Changes there have heen alsn to other parts of the estate,
Standing in the field which was Dvew Meadow on the L33 tithe map, (see fig.l and the
accompanying notes), are now the village hall. the Methodist homes and new houses.

On 7 June 1838 an agreement for the ecommutatinn of Uthes for Hsington parish was con-
firmed by the tithe commission-
ers for England and Waley, This et
substituted & money charge for |
the bushels of wheat, barley and .- A
cats which had hitherte been !
veguired. The survey upon which ; . )
the agrecment was based took
the form of & map and an accom-
panying schedule. The former
wag the earliest detailed mup
made of Hsingtan, [ was ou o
seate of V2500 and numbered
ench piece of land. The schedule
related vach number ta the size
and nature of the Jand, for exam-
ple whether arable, meadow,
pasture, Turze and listed both P J
the owner wl orcupicr. Figure 1 ] ) :
shows the Courl Buarton entry
and below is given Lthe corve-
sponding schedule entry. (Field i _
218 was port of the adjoining ’ : PR,
Town Barton owned and oceu- ;
picd by Charles Corbyn Wills).
Fowen waad, now called Hsington
woud, thaugh part of the barton .
was nat included for no tithes Fonl L ‘ : '
were pitid on it The owner of A Barien. 185 '

Court Barton was Chavles Hale
Munre and the oceupier Charles -
Corbyn Wills,

L. bARTGHI |

Lits
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Field No. Nom: Type of Land Sizer

i r N
1201 Church Lake W . 3 10
1202 ¢ A 7 3 [}
1203 Newtake A Q 2 20
1204 ‘ W ) 9 )
1210 Higher Basley A 5 8
1211 Lower Basley A 4 32
1212 Lower Court Moor r 2 - 11
1213 Higher Court Moor P 3 L 18
1214 Lamb Park A 2 4 30
1215 Basley Moadow P 5 : 10
1216 Drew Meadow It 2 a7
1217 Couwrt Orchard O 1 - 2
1230 Chureh Yard Ovehavd 0 - 1 15
1231 Garden G - - 8
1932 Plot A - - 15
1233 Garden ¢ - B 24
1234 Bauny, Linhay & Yard . Buildings - 1 16
1237 New Orchard G 1 1 -
1238 Cattage and Garden Cotlage ele - - 23
1239 New Close M 2 - 38
1240 Braom Park A 11 1 40
1241 Steay Park A & - 40
1242 Riclette Field A 11 b4 +4

75 - 7

With right of depasture on Haytor Down
W=Waste AzAvable P=Pasture O=Crchard G=Crarden
The sizes are in acres, ronds and poles with 40 peles t the rood and 4 ronds to the acre,

There are some similantics between the names and sizes of fields in the 1666 survey and
that of the 1838 tithe map and schedule. Probably Basheley and Hovaley of the former equate
oy Higher and Lower Basley and Basley Meadow, Lame Purlk with Lamb Park and Neowe
Close with New Close, Northe Wood is now Hsington wood, The passage of 272 years will
have led o changes, however, which must make close comparison wmore guesswork tian reg-
son: the srea itselt seems to have changed from some 121 acres 1o 109, tineluding Isington
wood).
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THE NAVAL BANK

Arnold Sayers

The Harris family of Radford House, Plyistock was long established and one of then,
John Harrs, founded the Naval Baonk in 1773, He wag a man of somie ssthstance, own-

ing Radford, a large property. and several others in Deven and Cornwall as his will of

1778 witnesses, The Llown of Plymouth and Dock (later Devonport) bad a thriving moer-
cantile trade which no doubt eontributed to this bank’s early suceess, and even ennbled
Juha Harrts to aequire an African slave !

He wis succeeded by his nephew, another John Harris, who married Catharine
Bulteel of Flete, whose family were of some importance in the area as well as a valu-
able conunection with the bank, ‘the name of Bulteel being of great respeetability in the
County of Deven’, Many af the family deposited their funds theve, John Bulteel in 1810
asked the Attorney General's opinion as to whether his nmne ‘being retained as the
head of the Arm’, and having his cash at the bank could ‘in any manner be considered
as proof of his being made a Pavtner'.*

Thus the Naval Bunk was one ot at least eight founded io the county belween 1769
and 1793 but enly four of them survived to become absorbed by the local joint stock
hanks. [n the enuntry as a whoele the disastrous yvear of 1825 witnesscd sevenly-nine
banks suspeuding payment.?

One of the reasons for this was thal banks were allowed Lo issue their own notes at a
minimum of £3. and they were easy (o lorge. This minimam was later reduced to £1 at
a time when several small banks stavted without adequate cover.

The Naval Bank prasperad n its early years, establishing branches in Plymouth,
Devonport, lvybridge, Plvmpton, Saltash, Yealmpton, Totnes and Dartmouth. Indeed in

1823 the Plymouth branch moved inte imposing new premises on the coener of

Kinterbury Streat, built in the lalianale style. However, lor the last fifty years of tis
life it was probably trading whilst insolvent until it finally erashed in 1914 with a defi-
ciency of £307,784. The two partners ab this time, M.P Parker and PF. Bulieel, were
sent to prison for six menths. Parker had been chiet cleck and in 1889 he wasg invited to
hecome a partner. He rashly aceepted, choosing honour rather than cuoltivating pro-
dence. Tn spite of its precarious financial poesition the Navat Bank assisted with a mort-
gage on the Membland estate in 1894 because the Baring’s bank erisis at 1890 had
obliged Lord Revelstolee (formerly B.C. Baring) Lo sell this magnificent estate. Percy
Francis Bultee! bocame a partner in 1907 and indulged in heavy gambling on the stock
exchange in the vain hope of restoving the bank’s fortunes.

Flis fathey, Thomas Bulteel. who died in 1908, having incidentally fathered thirteen
children. joined the Naval Bank as a clerk in 1855 and progessed through the firm, He
must have had misgivings because in 1884 he drew up a history of the bank since his
involvement with it, entitled ‘Nutes of Life in Naval Bank for information of children’?
For instanee he mentioned thal in 1859 (when as a junior pactner his salary was £200
per annum) ‘Lhere was no division of profits becawsc of large losses sustained’.’Thomas
Bulteel did not, however, tnsist on an investigation. Two years later Colonel H.B,
Harris ‘got in his dotage” and was passing chegues profligately. The same year another
partier, J.H. Dawe. died and although he was ostensibly a rich man he left various
legacies inclading an annaity with wlhich the bank was saddled.

In 1863 Colonel H.B. Harris, presumably the senior partner, died and WH. Harris
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reigned in his stead. "W Junior spent money lavishly, ook to drink, got into deht to
the Bank £11,000°, At (s stage the Radford [Touse and estate was sold o the banlk at
ihe price of W.H. Harriz’s debt plos an aagnuaity. Thomas Bultee! then complained thet
‘the whole conduct was simply handed over to me in addilion to the ordinary wock of
the Bank which haviog need of veform'.

In 1866 several other banks failed as well as many being hard pressed. Tt is a marvel
to me now how the Naval Bank weathered the storm’ Thomas Bulteel remarked, The
trouble continued and in 1878 other banks become insolvent and ‘we paid out over
£230,00 about one third of out total liabilities, the largest proportion ever withdrawn
in the annals of the Bank’.

Thomns Bulteel was obviously buttling against fearful odds and should have ligui-
dated what assets there wore hul was begged by his relations to carry an. He did say
that the bank’s position inproved after this erisis but the only time o proper investiga-
tion was carried out was in 1871 when the result was a fearful surprise to all. The
aceennting and annual reports seem to lave been most haphazard.

Thomas Bulteel must have been partly to blame for this dreadful state of affairs ns
an agreement with the banlk in 1898 awarded him a salary of £2,700, rent free arcom-
maodation at Radford House and his domestic servants paid for, After bank losses in the
three years after 1898 Thomas Bulteel only drew £1,7H00-£1,800 per annum. Fhe ofli-
cial receiver. ab Lhe bankrupley hearing in January 1815, coutid not resist the comment
‘T suppose he could vub alang very eomfortably on that??

Lloyds Bank paid the creditors live shillings in the pound when the Naval Bank col-
lapsed and this 754 loss meant much sanguizh to many local deposiluors.
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‘IN ATD OF THE CIVIL POWER"
SOME EXPLOITS OF THE DEVON YEOMANRY

Anthony Greenstreet

In March 1794 Prime Minister Pitt coupled measures to augment the regular army
with an appeal for Volunteers for Home Defence, including a ‘species of Cavalry’ of ‘gen-
Llemon and yeomanry who could not be called upon to act aut of their counties except
under pressure of invagion or urgent necessity’. Besides the threat from Trance, Britain
faced serious internal discontent. The French Revolution had promoeted dissatisfaction
with Lhe system of parlinmentary representation, wages were low and food dear,
‘domestic’ industries being deslroyed by factory production, and (Lthouygh scurcely so in
Devend enclosure acts had caused many grievances, Treason trials had already talen
place under the Traitoraus Correspondence Act 1793 and Habeas Corpus was abaul to
he suspended until 1802, Even in Londen Lhere were no regular police until 1829:
enforcement of Yaw and order was left to incllicient parish constables - backed up, in
serious disturbances, by calling in the army in aid of the civil power. A mounted yeo-
manry of employers of Iabour (especially of tenant farmers), with landlords and magis-
trates as officers, would be just the Lhing to deter and put down internal unrest - as
well as reinforeing the army and wililia in case of invasion,

Pitt’s proposals were quickly enacted, and national guidelines for Yeoman Cavaley
drawn up which provided that it was ‘only liable Lo be called out of the County ar
embodicd by the Lord Lieutenant by Royal Warrant, or by the High Sheriff of the
County for the suppression of viots or tumults within their own or adjacent counties, ar
by Royal Warrant in the ease of bavasion.” In Devan a prompt meeting of county
grandees in Bxeter Castle an 22 April resolved to vinse troops of Volunteer Cavaley.
These began to be formed in May, the ficst being that of Sir Statford Northeote of Pynes
near Exeter on 15 Mov: ib comprised three officers, and Lty-one other vanks.

Enthusiasm to enlist in the yeoman cavalry was spurred by twu new tactors - the
tanding of 1,500 French troops al Fishguard in February 1797: and the Provisional
Cuvalry Act 1797 which provided that. where u county did not provide sulTicient volun-
teers, vvery tenth horse and man could b embedied into army service under militia
conditions. By autumn 1798 seventern troops of Devon yeomanry had been raised; nned
by 1820 the county’s yeomanry was 2,623 strong, Individual troops soon coalesced intn
regiments, with the Crediton, Tiverton, Bieton, Exmuuth and Woodbury, Cullompten,
and Exeter Troaps beconting the Royal First Devon Yeomanwry Regiment in 18010 with
an establishment of twenty-two officers and 280 other ranks. The Royal North Devon
Regiment was formed in 1803 from nine individual troops with thivty-four afficers and
550 ather vanks.

Yeomanry members had to provide their owan hovses, and were only paid when called
out un duty. Except during harvest and shieep-shearing they had to attend weekly
drills, and oecasionally excreised with regulars on field days. Sometimes they per-
formed escorl dulies. These might be coremonial, 1as when the Exeter Troop in Januaary
1801 met Nelson two miles outside the ity and cscovted him to his hotel); or of o mili-
tary character (as when in 1800 the Cullompton Troop offered to escort to Taunten 450
[French prisoners being mavehed from Plymoulh to Bristol),

HMewever, the Yeomanry's main activity was to aid the civil ppwer in keeping order.
ang they were soon called on (o act. [n April 1795 there were viols across England due
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to the high prive of bread, and as the Fyeter Flying Fost described., an 13 April the Fivst
Devon Troop Hvst acted in aid of the eivil power:

‘O Manday morning last, @ number of people assembled in a rictous manner
at Crediton, on account ol the desgrness of provisions, but on Mr Buileds
arvival, be addressed theom in a very proper manner, when the greater part of
Lhem tthe women exeepted) dispersed. Intelligence, however, having heen dis-
patched to this City, the 25th Light Dragoons, quactered here, and Siv Stallord
Northeote's Volunteer Traop of Cavalry galloped over and soon restored peace.
Several women were taken o custody and comumiited to the high Guol’

Nexi, at the July Assizes, 1 man was yentenced to death for helping destroy a
Kingsteignten mill and being ring-leader in destroying Bellemarsh molis He was con-
ducted on & August in a mourning coach tram Exeter Lo gallows on Bovey Heath escort-
e by the First Devon and fast Deven Troops, 28th Light Dragoons, and Volunteer
Infantry Companies front Exeter, Honiton and Cullompton, The soldiers surrouncded
the gallows to prevent rescue by the vast crowd.

Although the yeomanrvy were alten represented ns n lindlard’s foree comeerned Lo
protect propecty and keep up the price of corn, its members were evidently not indif-
tevent to the plight of the lubouring casses. Thus, on 5 November 1795 the Exefer
Fiving Post reported:

‘We are happy in being able to state that, the ist Troop of Devon Velunteoer
Covalry have unanimousty agreed, 10 cunsequence of the high price of grain,
ench of them Lo sead to Exeter market on Friday, the 14th Novembuer, [rom ten
to twenty bushels of wheat and barley. Lo be rendered by them in small guan-
tities to the purchasers, at the redueed price of 9s per bushel wheat, and 4s
por bushel barley, an example so laadable, we trust will be speedily followed
by the Gentlemen and farmers intheir respective neizhbourhood’.

The high price of food caused onthreaks of cioting for the next {ifty years, eveu alter
the Corn Lows” repeal in 1846 cased the situation. Gn 30 March 1801 the Flymouth
Yormanty were called to a riol when twe cart-loads of potatoes going oul of Old “fown
Gati: were asized by a mob and retailed at pepular prices. Next day the mob upsct
Plymeouth Dock vaarket and broke into the premises of bakers and provigion dealers.
The Riol Act was read, and the Plymouth Dock Troop and Infantry Velunteers paraded
through the slreets, The Queen’s Bays then charged down Fore Streel and some viot-
ers were arvested, Untortumately, as the Exeter Flving Post reported. (L is believed the
business would have endad heve, but about four o'clock, on the dockyard men eoming
aul of the yard. the tumull again commenced’. The mob brushed aside regulars and vol-
unteers, and securod from the magistrates (he prisoners’ release. 1L was some consela-
tion that Lthe newspaper coudd assert, Tt is but justice to add that the Lroops of the g
rison, tegether with the Dock Associated Cavalry behaved with a steadiness wnd
patience not 1 he surpassed’.

The Yeomanry were also commended for preventing simuitaneous disturbances at
Exeter Meetings had been held on Seuthernhay to secue lower fooad prices. and parties
of wen vigited neighbouring farmers to compel them to sell corn at reduced rates. The
Mavor declared these meetings unlawful, enrolied 300 special constables and called out
two Yeomanry troops for Sam on 31 March. The Exeter Fiving Post repovted,
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‘We are happy to stater to the honoure of that respectable body of imen, atthough
the orders were issued on Sunday afternoon, and maost of them lived at a dis-
tance from five to twelve miles of the place of rendezvous, the whole of both
troaps punctually attended al the hour appointed, and immediately made an
oflfer ol Ltheir services to their Commander (o remain on duty every day during
the present week, or ag long as their services may be required; they have met
every morning at the Barracks by seven o'clock, and will continue as long as it
is deemed necessary”,

Putrotling by Yeomanry and regulars then prevented any rioting,

Patatoes also caused the calling owt of the North Devon Yeomanry on 16 May 1816, A
carga of potatoes was being shipped at Bideford when a lavge erowd armed with bladg-
eons assembled to stop its export. The parish constables arvestod three ving-leaders,
but & mob of shipwrights released them from the guol. Four officers and forty men of
the Yeomanry dispersed them and sent four vioters Lo Exeter. Trouble then spread to
Appledore and Clewhouses, and the Yeomanry were ordered to secure some forty vart-
ously armed mualeontents, These, when the Yeomanvy appeared, van Lo the waterside,
hoarded a tide-surrounded ship, lowered its boats and vowed to safety at Braunton.
Despite this failure Woolmer’s Fxcter and Devon Gazette commented: “Toe much praise
cannol be bestowed on the Novth Deven Yeomanrey for their exertions in quelling the
mob in its infancy”. The Yeomonry's bill for suppressing this dangerous tumult was £22
s dd,

Anather duty falling to the Yeomanry was to prevent. looting of cargoes of wrecked
ships. On 11 September 1829 a detachment of the Bidaoford Troop was called out Lo pro-
teet the Dundel wreeked at the back of Nertham Burrows. On 17 December 1833 the
Elizabeth, tor Caleutta from Liverpood, stranded on the South Tail of Bideford Bar with
a cargo worth £40,000. The Bideford and Mopkleigh Troaps, aboul sixty strong, arrived
promptly together with a erowd of about 2,000, Thivty Yeomanry remained on the
beuch for nine davs while men and women discharged cargo into carts. Their presence
prevented looting and ensured the cvowd conducted itself ‘with propricty and industry’.
This serviee cust the government 194 124 éd,

[n Scptember 1830 serious agrarian riots, provoked by low wapes and introduction
of labour-saving machinery, erupled oeriss southern England. In December thrashing
machines were broken near Soulh Molton and Bidetord, coupled with threntening
gatherings of farm labourers, These were conluined by magistrates ealling oud the
Swimbridge, Fremington. Sheepwash and Hathevieigh Troops - although some ineen-
diarism continued for severat months. Yeomanry nlso prevented Lrouble at Barnstaple
where workers at the Rawleigh factory were locked nut o 3 December, having shown
signs of ‘insubordination’. Next year the yeomanry intervened in another industrial
dispute. Due to wage reductions in the tace industry many Tiverton men struck work
on 24 October and atlacked a foreman’s house, The Tiverton Troop did not turn out
until the following day, and erder was only restored when an Bxeter Troop arvived. On
29 October came the Bristol Reform riolx, and it was feared that bonfire celebrations
on 3 November would be used by radical politicians to provoke a similar cuthreal in
Exoter. Tight troaps of the Royal First Dovon Yeomanry were called out, but their serv-
ices wore not neoded,

In February 1836 a new souvee of rural disturbance arese in protests at introduction
of the new Poor Law, The Fremington Troop was ealled put to proteet proceedings of the
Barnsiaple Guardians at Wistlind Pound. On 10 Februnry another mob assembled at
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Sheepwash. When the Torringum Union Relieving Officer arrived there to pay the poor,
partly in money and partly in bread, he was dragged from hix horse and taken to
Petrockstow. There he escaped. while the mob destroyed the bread depot, having
alveady desteayed that at Sheepwash and broken the windows of his house. The 300
rioters then returned to Sheepwash and attacked the house of the Parish Guardian. On
12 February the Monkleigh and Sheepwash Troops, about 100 strong, were summoned
to prevent gangs of labourers armed with bludgeons rescuing five ring-leaders being
examined by mogistrates at Great Torvington. Next day the Yeomanry cscorled the
prisoners to Exeter Ganl.

Food riots comtinued in the 1840s. On 14 May 1818 o serious ane erupted at Exeter
when middlemen tried to forestall the market by buying up potatoes Lo ruise prices,
when the price of corn was already high and the poorer clagses distressed. An Exe
Istund warehouse and several carts of potaloes were attacked, and thiz woeb drove
farmers fram the Cornmarket, Having failed, with police and pensioner-soldiers, ta pre-
vent the mob from attacking corn-mills, shops and stores of corn-factovs, bakers and
butchers, the mayar called out the Yeomanry. Arvival of the Kenn, Exetor, Bicton gl
Powderbam Tronps - basing themselves at the Cavalry Barracks, with their command-
er, Oolonel Buller, making his headguarters at the New London Inn - temporarily
stopped the looting. But as tho Excter Fiving Post reported,

‘Between 8 and 10 at night it was reported from St Thomaus's that distur-
bances had commenced anew there, and a detachment of Yeomanry was
ardered to march from Lthe Barracks to the scenc of the riol. On entering the
eity from Longhrook Street, the detachment was veceived with yells and hont-
tng, which was continued by the masses of disorderly persons until the
Yeomanry reachied Exe Bridge. In crossinyg this, into St Thomas's, they were
met with a volley of stones, and this was repeated as they proceceded up
Cowick Strect, The men, though frequently bit severely, and not escaping
without personal injuries, bore this with excellent temper, and presented a
fine instanece of steadiness and diseipline. The mob retreated hetore them,
until they had been fairly driven beyond Durnsford turnpike gate. Flere the
detachment halted some time, but, on commencing to veturn, the volleys of
atones were roenewaed; nor was this all, for, on coming into the city, the same
improper course of conduct was continued, and frequently repeated, until the
detnchment had passed the New London Tnn!

The Yeomanry bivouacked in Castle Yard and the mayor, magistrates and Celonel
Buller sat up all night. Next morning the Yeomanry was reinforced by Lhe Broadelyst
and two Tiverton Troops - though the latter voturned that afternoon Lo Tiverton to
quell disturbances there. On 17 May much alarm was caused by a body of navvies
huilding the branch railway leaving work and marching into Tiverton, The Riot Act was
vead, Lhe Yeomunry readied, prisoners secured and disturbances snuffed out. On 27
May Lovd Grey, for the government, winie to the Lord Lieutenant, 't beg to acknowl-
edpe the valuable services rendeved by the: Yeomanry Cavalry on this occasion’.

The lnst case of Yeomanry intervention in aid of civil powur was in 1867 whea there
wete serious food Hiots in Teignmauth and Exeter. On 4 November most provision shops
in Exeter were looted and eleven people hogpitalised, and the riot coalesced with
Bonfire Night distirbunces. Exetor, Powderham, BExmouth and Bicton troops, number-
iag sbout 112, were called into Highev Barracks to veinforee special constables and 200
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regular soldiers Irom Plymouth, and the Riot Act was vead. The Kxetor and Devon
Gazette reportod.,

‘At about hall-past nine it was thought it that, the Qevan Yeamanrey Cavalry
should make a demonstration in the High Steect, and they appeared before
the Guildhall in o large body, amd with drawn swords. This appeaced to be the
most unlucky and inauspicious event of the evening. The Yeowaunry were evi-
dently very unpopular nmd woere received with hooting and vells, and shawers
of Fireworks, which the horses did not Like, and many in the erawd cut the
horses with sticks and canes. and sent them corveling in a very undisciplined
faghion. After making a fair show of themselves, the Yeomanry left the High
Htreet by North Street, in the direction of the bavracks, followed by the rough-
esl portions of Lhe assembly at the run. who did all they eould-by their
absolute violence to irritate the hurses and annoy the borsemen, and one of
the Yeomanry who held his sword down had it smashed by o stick... . The
order for their marching in the streets was given, doublless, under some mis-
apprehension, and was the means of subjecting the Yeomanry unnecessarily
to Lhe unpleasantness of eausing irritation to the crowd; but the manner in
which Lthey appeared in obedience to orders showed how prompt they can be
on emergency and how usclul they will be if occasion arises, when their serv-
ices might be readily requived.”

With order restored the unpopular Yeomanvy were next day marched out of Bxeter
and dismissed ‘in order that they might not be seen in uniform in the town'.

Although it is casy to view the Yeomanry us interested protectors of the propertied
classes, in Doevon, as elsewhere in England, their efficient performance of duty in atd of
the civil power tar halt a centurvy preveated anacchy.

Tl main source of material for Uhis article is

The Yoomanry of Devon, 178:4-1927 by Engineer Commander Benson Freeman, RN,
{lditor, Barl Fortescue, KCBY

Published by gusranteed subseription, St Catherine's Press, 1927,

WARTIME EVACUEES IN SOUTH DEVON

John Pike

It st be presumed that the fivst fanilies to arcive in Torbay were from Nazi Buvope,
and possibly alter Muniely, as the first indication of the existence of ‘evacuses” (or per-
haps hore corvectly refupgees’) was an announcement in the Jewish Chronicle in Oetoher
1939, It reported that 123 Jewish families wers residing in the avea with aboul 75 chil-
dren who would need religious instruction and that Lhe provision of Kosher meat ete, was
a matter of serious concern.!

English evacuee children arrived from London in the diys immediately before, and fol-
lowing, the outbreak of the war in 1939, and also al futer times of crisis. Settling them in
hemues of the local community was often not casy and problems could arise. The arrange-
ments for the journeys of the official evacuses were made by the Ministry of Transport.
They lelt [bom theie schools deessed in school unifarm and careying a gas-mask in Lhe
‘regrulation eardboard box. Bach taole a smadl bays (or carviery which contained spare cloth-
ing and underwear Fach child had an ideatitication tubet pinned on coat or jacket.® Those
coming to Tochay left From Paddingtan o Waterloo stadions. Baling was closed totally to
the public so that it could be used exclusively for the children coming to Devon. Some
recipients of childeon were shocloed with the appearanee and manners of those from the
poorest communities They Lad aorived tived, arving and vory hungry and many were bil-
leted with people who had boeen foreed o take thiem int 8rs Clare Wilkins, a billeting
officer in Paignton, saw zomething of the poverty which existed then. Head hice and skin
chinies had to be set up i the town and one lady had Lo be billeted for a short Lime in
Palave Avenue Methodist Chuvel bocause of her large family telling an enguirer that ‘she
was o vearly breeder’,

The seale oF the inllux was hupe and the effect on hath incomers and residents must
have been troumatic. In July 1910, for example, 1,793 ehildren and 170 adults acrived in
Paignton.* Compulsery billeting beeame necessary when H50 bays and girls from
Plumstead nnd Woeolwich arrived in Torquay 530 bad come carlior and a further 400
from south-enst Londen were expecled sherty Phis waos sean aiter the fall of Franee'.
Although it was gquite o small fishing town ot the time, Brisham was vequired to take 699
children amd 58 adidts cwhno disembarked’ From teains al Chorston and were taken into
the town in Devon Generad busest, The list of sehools trem which these children came
included schiools in Pecldhom and Deptford Bowever, hy Auvgust, 542 evacuees had
veturned feaving 790 in the town ®

The arcas from which the evacuees cane has been recorded by Gerald Wasley.” During
the ‘erisis period in 1938 most came from Essex, London, Middlesex and Surrey; (rom
London during the ‘Blitz’ (1940} from Bristol (also in 18400 Plymouth (1841); Bxeter
Baedelker (1842) and from London and South East England in 1944, He states that in
September 1939 over 82,000 evacuees arrived in Devon, privale evacuess outnumbering
those sent by the govermment by 700%. (A report Lo Paignton Council in March 1941
noted that there were over 2,000 unaccompanied children billeted in the town; by July
the total number billeted was 4,909 people). At the end of 1843 people evacuated from the
South Hams hattle area arrived in Paigiton and bad to be found accommodation,

Ax late as July 1944% evacuees were still arriving, 2,167 wera in Paignton ‘eseaping
tram London V1 and V2 attacks’. Another 500 came Lo Tovquay where ‘plenty of accom-
modation has been most willingly offered’, This was after D-Day, and the liberation of
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Furope was apparently under way: however ‘220 arvived in Paignton in one day and 210
in Dawlish’ (this was on 13 July), Later in the month it was reported; *There will be
atolher 800 arviving this evening - this time mothers and children. There may have to
be compudsory billeting’, Totnes and Newlar Abbot had problems with se many arrivals
algo.’

Their stay was short-Tived: soon the sca-fronts were being cleared of barbed-wire and
the Great Western Railway announced ot Paddingion Statian: "We expect a big rush of
holidaymalkers to the South West’.
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(Readers are advized that apinions expressed by reviewers arve their own and nol nee-
casarily those of the Editor ov of the Devon History Society ag a wholer

Gentry Leaders in Peace and War: The Gentry Governors of Devon in the early
seventeenth century. By Mavy Wollfe. Univevsity of Bxeter Press. 1997, xv + 306 pp.
[Hustrated. £35.00. ISBN 0 85989 51130,

This wel-presented addition (o the University of Exeter Press's impressive list of academie
studies of south-western hislury derives from a Ph.D) pursued in the history department
there. Dr Welfte has talion on the county government of Devon on the Thaleyon years’ of the
so-catlled pevsonal rule of Charles Land a bit before and aft. The treatimeat of this worthy
tapie falls, somewhat awlkwardly, into two parts. The tirst considers the diversitied work of
the leading JPs - whether judicial, administrative or fiseal - on both a countywide ancd 4 more
parochial busts, relating it, too, to the requiremuents of the national government. Some resent-
ment 18 iedentilicd at such central interference as the Privy Council’s prossure to have the
Buooks of Orders, dealing with social matters - e, engrossing and veprating - implemented.
thereby bringing in ‘other eyes hesides those of [the JPs] consciences’, which were always ten-
der As tax colleetors, particularly, they were often hard put to make the demands of the
erown, considerable in the fate 16205 - a time of war - consistent with what they regarded as
a proper concernt for the intercsts - which included their own - of Devon payers, This might
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suggest the convept of some sorl of ‘county community’, but Dr Woltte sees rather the emer-
genee of a ‘proup of county leaders’ - men ot leisure and education, including a baronel or two,
and a few knights 'deawn together by relationships’, kinship, for instanes, sod by long resi-
tdence ‘into a collegiality” - an unusual term which carries ecclesiastieal connotations, poassilily
appropriste here,

The strength of the position of these men, no doubl, owed somelhing to the lack of a veally
dominant landed magnate in Devon. Sometimes some of the governors might think in terms
of ‘our county’, but it is supgested that this was a view less likely among the bulk of the gen-
try, whose hovizons were presumably set by their neighbourbioods. However, other work on
Devon, a arge area. topographically and economically diverse, pulled north and south
hebween two seas, has found coneerns even there about what was going on in 2 wider world.
Or Wolfle might heave made rather more points of comparison and vontrast than she does
with other shires. But the nature of Devore matevial for much of this perod, now thick, now
thin, may have been inhibiting,

Pard two otfers biographical studies, of varying length and depth, ol & few governors, tak-
ing some inte the eivil war, away from 'the peace and harmony’ which runs, perhaps a httle
too confidently, through Part One. The most substantial 15 the cxamination of Sir George
Chudleigh, {rom his rise to county praminence to his role as a vebel, 2 development regarded
as displaying consistency in a belief that government was and sught to be in king and par-
Lament. This suggests that the Parliamentary slogan ‘For King and Pavliament’ representod
a veatity. But Charles was so patently not misled by evil counsellors, but vather in pursnit of
his awn agenda, Chudleigh must have been at hest naive. Richard Reynell of Creedy died in
1631, before the impact of the Booles of Ordevs was telt. [e serves as an example of decent
chonscienticushess in local judicial and administeative duties, undertaken oround what
Richard Symonds, during the war, would call a great lousy town', Crediton, He is followed by
Walter Yonge, much hetter-known, a puritan whose diaries of peace and war as much as his
position ag a governar thrust him Forward here, They revead a deepening interest in matters
well bevond the loeal - he records details of the Five Knights case, the thivd Cavoline parlia-
ment and what would become the Thirty Years War. Yonge, of course. became ME for Honiton
in the Long Pavliament, lurning more ar less completely from Devon affairs during €he
16540s.

Anather chapter surveys the live Ship Maney sheriffs, holders of an office dedlining in pow-
ers ginee early Tudor times, but given renewed responsibility by the repeated demands for
pryment of the charjre during the later 1630s. These men respoded eflectively, though not
withuut mesting eriticism from below and utteving same of their own, if muted. Their later
catreers, Dr Wolffe reminds us, 'underline the fact that competent local administration did not
necessarily signify support far voyal pelicy’. Quite. John Willoughby, of lower social origins
and status, pets a chapter of his owa largely because, o is freely admitted, of the chance sur-
vival of his papers. some of which have been published, ably edited by Dr Todd Gray, by the
Devon and Cornwall Record Society, Willoughby wag not conspieuous in coungy matters, but
hig records of his own concerns do throw some weltome light on Devon during the civil ware

Finally. econlenplating ‘the characler of the county government’. Dr Wolffe stresses how
much the personal gualities of the governoes Lhemselves, individually and collectively, mat-
tered. The breakdown of 1642, which fested theuy profoundly, might have been more closely
consideret]. "The gentry who had led the county in peacetime no longer ruled it in war'. Why
not? A Tuller answoer to that big question must be sought clsewherve. Nevertheless, within its
own parameters this is o notable contribution to the study of the local dimension of the veign
of Charltes L
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The Letters of Sir Walter Ralegh. Edited by Agnes Latham and Joyee Youings,
University of Exeter Pregs. 1999, Horvdback. 452pp. 12 ilkas, [SBN 0 85089 527 0. Price (45,

Ralegh continues to fascinate histovians and the first edition of his letters in well over a con-
tury will be of considerable intevest far beyond Devon but is a special Lreat for thse intoc-
ested in his home-county's history. The book is also significant beeause it s a requnder of
the standard of maeticulons reseavch and attention to detail thal hos been steadily disap-
praring [rom universily lite now that rescarch tor more to the poinl, publicution) is meas-
ured by autput swithin live-year periods. The book has & lincage of eight decodes in s calla-
tion and editing: it porhaps pushes the point, but when the research for this hool was besun
the Tereentenary aof Ralegh's death had faivly recently been marked and now with the bopk's
publication it will not be bong before thoughts ave given to marking U 400 venrs sinec his
execution. To put it bluntly, the scope of the book would place it beyond being considerad ns
a viable praject by today's carear academics unless it was a large-grant research project with
a team of histortins, The book wilt no doubt be highly envied by those foreed to work within
these limited eomstraints waond tost the strength of Lheir pencrosity in reviews,

There is no single eollection of Ralegh’s papers and like the man himself, the letters are
well-travelled. In consequence Miss Latham, the livst of the two editors, was foreed, as early
as the 1920s, Lo conduct a global search in order toidentity the surviving letters. The task
was compotinded by the considerable numbnr of copies which were made of Ralegh's letters
{gentlomen were copying his letters as Earl.\f s the fivst fow years of the seventeenth centu-
ryh the differences between these copies and moreover, the loss of some of the original fet-
ters, Professor Joyee Youings joined Miss Latham in 1890 in the second phase of the project
that brought Lthe letters forward to publivatien. Sadly Miss Lathan died shortly afterwards
leaving the brunt of the task to Professor Youings whose long-standing interest in Ralegh
andl some forty years” work with the Devon & Cornwall Record Saciety are more than evi-
dent in the completed work.

The volume comprises 228 letters printed in chronological order and includes a consider-
able number of discoveries. Perhaps the one that will be of most pepular intevest (s 2 letter
claiming that Radegh had an illegirimate [rish danghter. The editors have retained Redeph's
orviginal spellings and while this wmay challenge some general veaders nol used (o the poriod
it i worth steiving with the test. The language can be 4 jov to read such as his tetler wiitton
from Plymouth in 1597: "Wee only attend the winde, havinpe repayred as mich as wee can
our broses, but wo shalt nat be in any great corage for winter weather and longe nights in
thes shipps’. The letters begin in 1581 and finish shortly before Ralegh was vaccuted in
1618, A considerable number of the letters are comeerned with his oversens enterprises,
notably Treland, Virginia and Guiana, as well as privateering and the Jong Spanizh conflict.

One ol the great pleasures of a book of this kind is that it will prompt discoveries ol other
letters and readers will hopefully e enjoying additional Ralegh lettors in the years, if not
months, to come,

Todd Gray

The Lost Chronicle Of Barnstaple, 1586-1611, By Todd Gray. Published by the
Devonshire Assoviation in 1998, ISBIV 085214 D63 0. ([ Lapp. 26 illus. and 6 maps. £10.

What interesting Leain journeys (B'ple-Exeter retum & Bple to Andover return) sith this
tuscinating book - thank you, Todd. I suppose I spent about nine hours delving inte this bis-
tarical docament. The original, as the title tells us has heen lost, and we are indebted to D
Creay tor collating two transeripts of that lost original. These are by Messes, Chanter/Palmer
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aud by Revd, TTanmer, The main scetion of the hoak (pages 59-101) allows us, through these
two copies, to gt an authentie flavour of the pe viod of twenty-five years during which the
chronicler (Adam Wratit was Lo elerk of Uarstaple,

Lam no historian, though very interosted in lueal history especially where it is directly
relevant to my work as a rural vicar, and so cannot give a proper istorien’s eritique of
Todd’s hook. So what ollows iz my laynuns view,

The first. 55 pages give o comprehiensive introduction Lo the actual text mentioned above,
in a multi-media kind of way which | particalurly liked, No computer graphics or anything
but good old interesting descriptive nareative, well chosen ilustrative photographs and his-
torical sketehes by children From loead schooks, iVery good they are tooh
The last 15 pages (103-1 18 contain twe intevesting appendices’-

L. Fhe Spirit of North Deven Joursals - a poctic deseription of the years covered by the

Chronicle.
2. The Chronicle ol Richard Wood & Mr Frayue (1533- 1878

Bolly aof these appendices, together with the three page index which [oflaws, fill out aur
understanding af this short glimpse into our past which Todd has made possible thraugh
this exeellently praduced and very readable addition to our local history,

Further intormation about this excellent book.

L Coflee table sized (2 lem.wide/23.75high/lem thick)

2. Thi: baak has been vory well and interestingly produced by the Devinshire Assaeintion,

The frunt and back covers, for example, give the reader & topographical map of old

nirth Devon complete with appropriate names underneath the titte/line diawingfindor

mation block deawing and on a yellowy pink hackground. Inside eover - Adam Wyalt’s
signature over a groy ackpround.

3. Bome little gems of vnusual information which future historical researchers will find
most usefinl {e.g o genereas use of notes wed quokes from other vesearchers, 138 in alilt

o)

John Carvosso

Buckland Monachorum, a West Devon Down and its History, by Alan Rowe. Pub. by
author, 3 Great Mis Tor Close, Yelverton, Dieven PL20 6DH. 60pp. 8 b&w photos, + plans +

-

maps including pull-out sheet. £3.25 ex prp. 18BN 0 9335650 0 4.

This learned but very readable study of the seetion of Robarough Dewn that is elosely linked
with the west Devon village of Buckland Monachorum will be of absorbing intevest to walk-
ers and others familiar with that streteh of moorland. most of whom can have havdly failed
to notice the avea’s abundance of low banks and other ground fealures which have provi-
ously been unexplained.

The vesult of nine winters” walking and methodical observation. carciul recording and
exbensive research, the work describes the velalion of the various features th known aspects
of the avea's prehistary and history They include banks and ditches, abunduncd settlements,
signs of cultivations over centuries, and pits and openworks from modieval and later min-
ing Old routes that traverse and lead from the down ave deserthed and discaseed, as e the
eflects ol the estabilishment of Buckland Abbey in 1278, Findings in the field are supported
by reforence o ancient dociments and to numerous hibliographical sourves, and considored
by the author in the light of experience acquired during working years which took him away
rom Devon to othuse counties. An added bonus is the provision of lists of inhabitants of
Bucklaned Brom the: Court Rolls of 1445, 1537 and 1538, from the Court Leet of 1602 and that
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of 1603, leases of the fifteenth and seventeenth centuries, vighteenth and nincteenih centu-
vy prosentments, and ather intormatinn, adl of which will be of value to family historians,

Ar Rowe is to be congratulated on this well-researched and well-written hook, in whiclh
he acknowledees the co-operation of Dr Tom and Elisabeth Greeeves in the surveying and
charting ot sites. Fe notes that the study, s it progregsesd ‘seewms o have raised mnre ques-
tions than answers’ Nevertheless, 16 has shown that this particalar area of Roborough Dawa
displays a weakth of antiquarian evidencer thal indicotes past times of much aetivity,

A further heaefit of such published work = the encouraging effect it can buve tor peuple
living in other aveas which could bonedit from similar investigations.

Heben Harris

OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

The Totnes Histovian 2. The second annual issue of Lthe journal published by Totnes
Museum Society, under the editorship of Bob Mann, containg articles on nineteenth centaey
Tutnesians CDonald Brown), the Study Centre {Caroiine Hayman), Wartime Memories
(Eristin Saunders), Totnes Howme Glard tRay Baldwin) and old Totnes walls Glames
Bellchambers). Attractively produced in A5 Torm, with pictorial eard cover and 24 pages,
the baolddet is free to soctety member, to others £1, The TRS is o be congratulated on its
developing Study Centro. with its growing library and archival material, and much that
cauld be of value Lo researchers, (Contacel the Cueator for opening times),

The Western Rising 1549: the Prayer Book Rebellion, by Philip Caranan, Tiverton,
Halsgrove, 18999, 140 pp. [SBN 1-80R386-03-X. £0.95.

This account of the risings. written from a robustly Catholic perspective and first published
in 1894, 15 wow retssued Lo mark Uhe 450th anniversary ol the Prayer Dook Rebellion. It was
described by Professor Joyee Youings, in her review in Phe Devon Historlan, no 50, 1995, as
‘an excellent introduction’, though adding Hetle now to our understanding of whal lay
behind Lhe rigings.

Heavitree Local History Society. In just two years sinee ib came into being, the
Heavitres Local History Society has alveady embarked on some [ruitful work. This has
mcluded research i trade diveetories and census returas and, as o vesult, publication of a
10-page AS paunphlet giving a briel nccount of retailing i Heavikred's ore Street durving the
last 160 yeurs, Following four pages of generid and summarised information the vemainder
comprises histings of the names and trades of the glreet’s proprivtors at different dates,
Chairman of the society is Counetllor David Morvish, and the secretary Den Perrin, The
pamplilet s for sule at £1.00. Contack the seeretary on 01392-216395. Also shortly to be pub-
lished 1s n guide to the Hligher Cemetery, Heavitree, based on the socipty's research,
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Minutes of the 29th Annual General Meeting held at the
University of Exeter School of Education, 23 October 1999

Present: the retiving Preaident, e Harold Fox in the Chair, 51 members of the Society (naties
listed in the altendance register).

1. Apologies: Mr J. Coulter, Graup Capt J. Goodman, Mrs . James, Prof. N Ovme, Prol L
Roots, Prof ] Youings, Miss (. Wostell, Officers of the ‘Thorverton Local History Snuicty,

2, Minutes of the 28th AGM: printed in Devon Flistorian 58, were apprived and signed us a
true regwd, There were no matters arising,

3. Hon. Secretary’s report: Members had tormed out in foree to mestings al. Lympstone and
Bartmanth, both veeastons kindly hosted by the resident Secieties (led by Maj. Goand Mrs .
Smith, and Mrs R, Frecman vespectively). The help and eooperation of hast societies had
atways proved vital in providing enjoyable and intoresting conference programives.

[t was sad to veport the deaths of past President Dre CL A, Raleggh Wadford and of Mr Kenneth
Sumeman, a long-standing member of Counetl. Good wishes for continuing recovery hid been
sent o Prafessor Jovee Youings and Dr Alison Grant.

My Maxted suvt Mr Stanus had advised on the productivn of parish histories in connection
with the DCC Millennium Project, while Mre Pike had written o series of articles on Trdbay.
Letters had been written to the DCC nsupport of the DRO%S projected move to lacger premis-
ey at Sewton and also 1o affirm the Rociety’s role in“protecting the historic snvironment’.

A eontribution would be made ta a commemorative stone st Fonny Bridges o mark the bat-
tle of TH4t.

Nisposing of surplus Devon Historian stock has beecome an urgent problem with free storage
ne Innger available in the Devon & Excter Inslitution. Offers of selected issnes would he mude
to schools ;i museums, Anvone with storage space was asked 1o contact the Seeretary.

My Collings was thanked for taking minutes and My Stirling for help with wmailing the
Devon Historian.

Giand wishes were sent Lo Mr David Thomas, the now Flon, See,, wha would tale over in
Japoary 2000, The new post of Programmoe Secretary would be shared by Miss Mayeock and
My Stanes. . X

Mr Maxted asked aboutl the current position rvarding the Soctely’s offer to donate hack
mumbers of D to Devon Learning Resources and was told that a response from schools was
still awaited. .

This being the Tlon, Secretaey’s last report before her rotivement, the Prosident praised boer
great efficiency and ealmness during the twebve yoars of her offiec, which followoed seven years
as Bditor of Pevon Historinn, He presented her with 2 very large number of ook Lokens

4. Hon, Treasurer’s report: The Hon, Treasurer expressed his gratitude to the family of his
tate preflecessor for passing on his records in excollent order. Following his death it had been
aecessary to sell sume of the Society's investments, while the capilal value of the: remainder
showedt a steady decline that outweighed the relatively high interest rateThese latter had also
heen solt and the money temporarily placed in o building sovicty secount white the stoek ma-
leets continued to show volatility, The number of memhers who allewed their subscriptions to
hecame overdue had vedueed from some 2556 to pround 174, perhaps due to more paying by
hankers erder [£ was hoped this trend would continue.

Latest membership Geeres available showed 243 Ordinnry members, 2 Honovuy, 12 Life, 32
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