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Current and back issues of The Devon Historian (except for numbers 7, 11, 15, 15, and
23) can be obtained from Mrs S. Slirling, Devon & Exeter Institution, 7 The Closg,
Exeter, EX1 1EZ. (Number 22, which is available, was not a ‘nermal” issue, but was
totally deveted Lo being our fivst Bibliography). With the exception of those listed as
unobtainable, issues above number 10, up to 55, are currently available free from Mrs
Stirling whao, if she s contacted in advanco, will bring those required to Lhe AGM on 28
October. Issues later than number 55 are priced at £3. post Free. Alse available post bree
are Jndex Lo The Devon Historian (for issues 115, 18-30 and 31-45), and Depon
Bibliography (1980, 1981, 1982, 1081 and 1984 al £1 each. Bibliographies (o more
recent years ave available from Devon Libravy Services,

The Viee-Chaivman, Mr John Pike, 82 Hawkins Avenue, Chelston, Torquay TQ2 8185,
would be glad to acquire copies of the oul-of-slock numbers of The Devon Histortan list-
ad above,

NOTE FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Artieles are weleomed by the Hon, Bditor Lo e considered for publication in Fhe
Devon Historian. Genervaltly the length should not exceed 2,000 - 2,500 words iplus
notes and possible iHustrations), although much shorter pleces of suitable substance
may also be acceptable, as are items of information concerning museums, local sochi:tics
and particulur projects being undertaken.

To assist the work of the Editor and the printers please ensure that contvibutions ave
clearty typewritten, on one side of the paper only, wilh double spacing and adequate
marging, and also, as far as possible, that the journal's style is followed on such matters
as the restrained use of eapital letters, initial single rather than double inverted com-
mas, Lhe writing of the date thus e.g. 30 November 1999, elc.

KENNETH STONEMAN

With sadness we report the death. in early July, of Kenneth Sloneman. He ravely
missed a meeting of the Society, and was a regular attender of meetings of Council, of
which he was a member [rom 1985-838 and where his friendly and knowtedgeable pres-
enee wasg much valued. Kenneth's work in organising Uhe Crediton meeting in 1996, and
kis autheritative talk on Credilon chavities on that occasion, were particularly appreci-
ated.

Wi: ofler our sinvere condulences Lo his famnily

H H.
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THE NORTH DEVON COAL AND CULM TRADES,
1780-1830

Michael Nix

The dearth ol veforenees 1o the export of timber in the late seventeonth contury novth
Deven port books miy be nsseriated with serious shovlages expertenced in the counly
singe just before tie reign of Elizabeth L AU tines, the seaceity reached crisis propor-
tions. An anenymious Elizabethan petitioner observed thal ‘. all country villages
within lwenty miles of the sea ave wostly driven to. seal coals tov most of the woods
ae consmed. and the ground sonverted to corn ar pasture’.! This shortage of wood-
fuel was frequently mentioned in the Exetor ciby records. [n December 1608, For
vxample, len lons of coal were purchased at Tapsham, sinee ‘the price of woode doth
inerease Lo the great burden of the paar’. Yet anly the impoverished of the city burned
‘the filthy fuel (row necessity. Uhe vich bowght coal enly oceasionally when woed
shortages were exbramely aewte; they could attord inflated prices.?

The inereasing demand tor conl was stimutated during the seventieenth century by
the deplerion of timber resources, The proeesses of the woollen industyy, polleries,
brick- ane pipe- malers, maltsters, bakors, soap-hoilers, limeburners, shipbuilders,
glass-makers and brewers all required the buraing of wood. The housebold demands
of warming and cooking also added o the burden of demand outstripping supply.
Resulting timber shovlages torced a more general accoptance of coal as a substitute
for sotl® Py 1700000 was as exeephional (o see, in Deveon. a wood five as il was Lo see
a five of sea enal in 1630, Exeter alone experienced a ten-told incrense in ils coal
requirements during the second halb of the sevenleenih centuryt

Rideturd Barnsiaple Ilfracombe
1682 207455 18732 has
G ahla 2131 651.5
1G4 HO0 2274 O
1 TtH} JLHY 2094 395

Table L Chaldrons of conl imparted into nacth Devon recorded in four sample years
belween 16882 and I700 (GJO Dunstaa, “The Sca-borne Trade of Barnstaple, Bideford
and Hfracombe, 1830-1700°, unpublished BA thesis, Cambridge University, 1972, p.38),

[n north Devon the port books indicate a growing demand for conl in the vegion
during the sixteenih and sevenieenth centuries. Shipments into the port of
Barnstaple {which then incorporated Bideford) between | Aprit 1572 and 31 March
1573 accounted for no more than twelve weys or 48 tons, For the perind 2 April to 12
Oetober 1651 this had increased to 3,191 chalders - substantinlly more Lhan 5,000
tons, Table 1 sets out the amnunal coal imports into the three north Devon porls for
four sample youars between 1682 and 1700, Only five other ports, inelusive of London,
had larger imposts on coal than Bideford and Barnstaple combined.” Amongst the
chiel importers of coal in the south-west peninsula, the noyvth Devon ports benehited
from the close praximity of south Wales, and relatively low froight rates vver short
distances encouraged a wider distribution overland, In 1794, when Lbrovelling in the
neighbourhood of Barnstaple, Willlam Marshall reported that ‘conls may be hd ol a
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rensonable vate’ S By 18289 Devon as a whele imported 273,000 tons of caat from south
Wales, while Cornwall received 163,000 tons, The eombined figures represent over
one-tenth of all coal imports into English constal countins.?

Coal imparts into the South West wert sold ol vampetitive prices up to, and some-
times nver, 20 to 30 miles inland. An aged seventeenth century hushandman
described how he had been employed several times to drive eoal-bearing pack-horses
from Ham Mills. Bridgwaler, to the neighbouring macket towns of Taunton, North
Curry, Langport and Wellinglon, places ‘ordinarily supplied’ with fuel in this manner,
He even entered Drvonshire, reaching Holecombe Rogus and Tiverton.® In L&1R the
canal engineer James Groen reported that Okehampton consumaed:

Large quantities of caal, which they now get by land carringe Irom Tavistock,
Exeter, or Bideford: Besides (Heehamplon, there arve several populace towns
in ity immediate neighbauchood, alike cireumstanced, such as Fatherieigh,
Jacobstow, North Tawton, Bow, South Tawion, and olhers.®

Inaddition to coal dransported sverland firom the county’s northern ports, Exeter also
imparted divectly from south Wales and north-castern England. However, short sea
cammunications and improvements in ropds during Lhe eighteenth century still gave
north [evon a competitive edge.

Table 2 compares total numhbers of eargoes of coal shipped into Barnstaple hotwoen
July 1791 and June 1793 and into Bidetord for three sample periods between 1791 and
1812, The ligures were extracted from the arvivals and departures lists in Treamico’s
Exeter Fiving Post where similar data for Hfracombe could not be found, and a Bideford
port book. There is evidence of under-recording fur Lhe Bideford entries in the carty
17904, Howeved, thus should net detract from the darger Barnstaple (rade. During this
period ovier 90 per cent of Barnstaple’s coal shipments and more than 85 per cent of
Bidefurd's arvived from Swansea, a similar situation pertaining for Bideford in the
pectod LEDS-T. This may alse apply to Hracombe which traded in coal almost exclusive-
ly with this Welsh port in the late seventeenth contury ™ The bituminons coals then
cxported trom the Glamorgan mines were suitable tor damestic household use, unlike
the hard, anthracitic culms from Pembrokeshire.

Port Buarnstaple  Bideford
Sample periold 17903 1791-3 1805-7 1#10-12
Cargoes AL 73/0 12976 14547

o from July to June
+  number of cargocgfeonsignments
cargn = single commuodity carvied in o vessel
consignment = two or more different {vpes of commndity carried as a single cargo

Table 2. The number of cargoes and consignments of coal imported in to Barnstaple
and Bideford in three sample periods belween 1791 and 1812 (TEFP, NDRO
R2379A/78).

By the period 1810-12 Bideford coal merchants {and by inference, North Devon's}
bogan using other sources of supply, decreasing Swansea'’s share in numbervs of cargees
by about ten per cent. By 1412, Noath, Newport and Cardift were all conmected to their
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hinterlands hy canals, and with this advintage made inroads inle Swansea’s shave of
the markel. Olher occagional shipments arrived from the coal-fields of Langashire,
Cumberland and Ayrshire. It is probable, however, thaet ships’ masters, conseious ol a
relatively long haul coastal voyage homewards and the need Lo maximige profits, pur-
chased coad rather than return in ballast.

The shipments already discussed do not include coal deliveries to the crecks and
coves of the region. In 1780 Paul Orchard, of Hartland Abbey, paid between 1s 34d ol
1s 4¥%d per bushel of conl shipped in through Flactland Quay. [n one month - January
1790 - he purchased 256 bushels of coal or just over 5 weys (20 tons)t In May [8d0
Captain Sharp arrived at Clovelly quay with 38 chaldrons of coal for Sir James Hamlyn
Williams' estate at Clovelly Court. The cargo cost 217 65 0d in south Wales. Freightags,
al £4 per wey [ chaldrons to the wey), added a further £26 o the hiil. Customs dues
(£10 8s 6dr and an ‘entrance’ charge of one shilling, brimght the cost to £54 53 6d.
Ities, incidentally, amaunted to about ene-fifth of the tetal ™ fu 1788 duties on coals
{hoth bituminous and anlhracitic) brought coaslwise inla Bidelurd amounted to L7836
Js Tod; Barnstaple's was substantially larger at £1,248 55 6.9 Later, in 1839, Gribble
recarded the duty on Barnstaple's coal deliverios over the previous fow years al about
£3,000 per annun.

Evidence for seasonality sugpests that the coal supplies into north Devon were close-
ly related to domestie requirements rather than the demands made by anthracite-burn-
ing, small-scale industries ol the region, The monthly coal imports recetved by Bidelwrd
during 1806 were found to be at their greatest in the winter and early spring. The peak
months were Qelober, November, Febeaary and March, The low number of arvivals in
Docember and January probably relate to weather conditions. Between June and
Seplember there was a summer treugh. During this seasonal slump, the anthracite-
burning lime-kilns and potteries were at their busiesl,

Anthraeite, also called ‘culmy’, ‘stone coal’ and 'sea eoal’, contained a higher percent-
age of carhen than other mineral fuels and was harder than other eoals. Found in
Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire and CGlamorgon, culm burned with {ess smoke and
dirt than its bituminous counterpart, coal. Defoe wrate af culn ag being:

very useful in drying malt, and is the cheapest and best Fiving in the World
for hot-houses and garden stores, burning long with a bright red eolour, and
very little Mlame or smoak; altording at the same time a strong and equal
heat.!?

To these enterprises [efoe could have added lime and pottery kilns, Suitable for
ndustrial purpeses - limestone decomposed at temperatures of about 550°C and pot-
tery was lired at about 900°C - culm, either powdery or in small lumps, was unfitted for
domestic Rreplaces.

The casts and method of shipping culm may be gleaned trom the "Culm Voyages'
macle helween Cresswell, near Milford in south Wales, and Dartmouth in south [evon,
in Lhe Bideford-owned brigantine Affion '8 Betwaeen 1785 and 1799 the purchase price
of one ‘hundred’ of culm rose from £2 108 {d Lo £3 105 0d. The steepost increases
occurred in 1793, at Lthe baginning of the French Revolutionary War, and in 1797, a yoar
of deep economic and national gloom. Freight vates doubled from almost £2 105 0d per
hundred to aver £5, Profits also roge marvkedly Duving 17585 (he gains made from five
culm voyages ramged between £22 and £34, By 1794 (his had risen to botween £58 and
£70. During the period 17961799 the Albion’s profits on 16 voyages fluctuated between
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L11 148 0d and £90. The lower figure takes into account unusually high disbursements
which included a new Toresail coasting £14 73 11d. The Afbion made about four culm
voyages a year, returning an average annual profit of approximately £226,

The Albion’s second voyage in 1796 is faivly typical. The cargo, onded al Cresswell,
cost £81, with further payments for carters’ and boatmans ale, pilotage and assistance,
ete., totalling £8 Os 6d. Another charge of £12 16s 2d was made for ballast, yuay dues,
postage, letters and stamps, At Dartmouth, horse and culm hoat time, ballast, pilstage
cte., along with customs dues, took a further £32 Lis 1d. The total cost of cargo and
freight was thus £124 75 9d, onto whieh was added €43 19s 5d for wages and £27 101 3d
for provisions (including beef, bread, milk, (ish, potatoes, egas, veal, and sugary and dis-
bursernents (e.g. joiners’ and carpenters’ bills), The cargo was sold for £256 8s 0d, the
vessel vielding a healthy profit of £60 184 7d, or about £1 25 6d per wey.,

Culm purchaged at source from south Wales and north Devon mines way similarly
priced. To buy one woy (al four lons, Barnstaple measure) at Cresswell cost the Alhion’s
master, Robert Wren, between £1 10g 0d and £1 15s 0d. In 1793, limeborners buying ol
the Tawstock mine near Barnstaple paid £1 15z 0d per wey il the account was settled
withils one moenth, or £1 18s 0d ‘i paid at the ensuing Christimas’ |7 For others buying
less than a wey an extra 9 pence wag added to each bushel and payments had to be
made on delivery. The price of the Welsh eulm delivered to the Torvidge-side kilns eost
£3 Bs 0d per wey of 48 double Winchestor bushels t# Although north Devon and Welsh

culm were similar in price at source, the lalter was obviously more expensivie beeanse of

higher transportation charges. North Devon's output was, however, less prolific,

Tabie 3 shows that the number of culm cavgoes shipped into Barnstaple in the carly
L7908 were in excess of those earried into Dideford, although the latters total is proha-
bly an under-recording.

Port Barnstaple  Bideford
Sample period 1761-3% L791-3 1805-7 1810-12
Cargoes 1{4/3+ B0/0 169/1 15243

trom July to June
+ number of cargoesfconsignments
cargo = single commodily carried in a vessel
consignment = two or more different types of commaodity carvied ax a single carp

Table 3. The number of cargoes and consignments of culm imported in to Barmstaple
and Bideford in three sample peviods between 1781 and 1812 {TEFI; NDRO
RE3TIAZE).

The growing demand for culm during the wars against France, exemplified in
Bideford’s nereased imports in the first decade of the nineteenth century, is explained
by an expansion in the limeburning. pettervy aond shipbuilding industries, Improvements
in agricultural production, an enlurged carthenwace macket in the burgeoning indus-
triolised areas of south Wales and the need for wore shipping (in purt to earry more
coal inflaled demnni.

In 1318 James Green reported Bideford merchants sending imported culin to the
neighbeurheods of Okehampton, South Tawtan, Bridestow and Combebow which
aboand "with imestone of an excellent quality, Tand| which is alveady worked to a con-
sidevable extent’. He belivved that by constructing the Bude Canal the cost of culm to
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those places, including carrviage, could be reduced from £2 12s 0d per ton fo £1 8s Od. 12
At Weare Giffard quay, up-river from Bideford, William Blake wrote in February 1819
to Richard Balment al Barnstaple quay and deseribed the stale of his trade, He
referred to theve being ‘gonerally plenty of Lime Stones and Culm at Weare Dock and
the Boats be most Times their'.2? The Rolle Canal, built between Weare Giffard and
Great Torvington and opened tn 1825, was cut specifically Lo facilitate the cheap move-
ment of culm, Hmestone and coal. Its effect was to increase the number of limekilns in
its vicinity and to extend the size of the perl of Bideford's rural hinterland.

Prior to the French Revolutionary War, over four-fifths of the culm shipped into
Bidelord and Barnsiaple was dispatched from Tenby, with most of the remaindetr car-
ried from Pembroke and Carmarthen. A simitar trading pattern pertained at the end of
the seventeenth contury, with nearly all the imports arriving from Pembroke and
Tenby."! Within twenty yeurs of the outhreak of the war a radical change oceurred in
this diveetion of trade, Bideford culm traders were drawn eastwards lowards Swansea
and the culm bund in Glamaorgan. [n the sample period 1791-3, Swansea had supplied
neither Bidetord nar Barnstaple with culm, By 1805-7 this Welsh port was providing
Bidetord with 40 per cent of its shipments. By 1810-12 this had increased to 80 per
cent, The principal factor Facilitating Swansea’s rapid growlh was the construction of
its canal between 1794 and 1798 along the Tawe Valley. In 1780 1,399 chaldrons of culm
wore shipped tieough the port; by 1799 this had increased to 19,253 chaldrons and 20
bushels.* Tenby's culm trade with Bidetord correspondingly declined between 1791 and
1812, from 84 por cent to 5 to 9 por cent, Hassall, in 1794, cited the continuing use of
earts drawn by horses or oxen, to move culm and eoal from the mines Lo waiting ships,
as inhibiting the advancement of the region’s trade.” Canal carriage, he calculated,
would reduce Lransport cosls by ahout one-fifth. 24 ITn 1792 total culm and coal exports
from Pembrokeshive slightly exceeded those of Swansesa; by 1816 coastwise shipments
were less than one-twenticth <5

Ry the end of the Napoleonic Wars Bideford (and almost cerlainly Barnstaple and
Hiracombel was thuy experiencing a change of direction in the eulm trade. During the
periad under review, Pembrokeshive's pre-eminence in the trade was losing ground to
the port of Swansea. In turn the coal trade of Swansea was beginning to diminish as a
result of competition from Welsh ports further to the east. The construetion of canals on
hath sides af the Bristal Chuannel accelerated the growth in the trade by decreasing
transport costs. [nvreased agriculturat preduction called for more lime, and the cuim
and limestane hinlerlands of north-west Devon, supplied through Bideford and Bude
and Lheir associated canaly, were greatly enlarged.

The price of lime, acearding to Fraser, was dependent on the price of culm.2% The
greatest quantity of both came fram south Wales, In studying the seasonality patterns
for both trades in 1808, it became apparent that they were almost identical, the lime-
burning season beginning in February or March and ending in October or November.
The peak of production and of imports was between June and September, during which
wheat fields were prepared for winter sowing. During 1806 a tolal of 88 eargoes of eulm
and 104 of limestone were entered in the Bideford port hook. George states that lined
‘draw-kilng used four to seven hundred-weight of culm per ton of Iime and s=mall.
unlined ‘pot-kilns' seven to ten hundredweight.27 This gives un approximale ratio of one
culm to two of imestane. Vancouver recorded that Barnstaple ime-kilns averaged a
woekly output of 800 double Winchesters or 16.8 weys. using the Barnstaple wey of 48
Winchester bushels. 8 AL four tons the wey, output cquatled about 66 tons per woeek.
Seven weys or 28 tons were burned to produce this quality of ime. Maltsters, soap-boil-
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ets, blacksmiths and others would have also needed their own supplies to meet their
own production requirements.

Finally, reference should be made to north Devon vessels engaged tn the south Wales
caal and culm trades. In 1773 of the 236 vessels loading culm at the seaward end of the
Kidwelly Canal, 56 were [vom the port of Bideford and 31 from the port of Burnstaple
In 1792 Jfohn Watking of Dideford wrote thal the greatest number of the ports vessels
Lrade:

from Wales with caouts and culm, Lo different ports on the south const of
Devonshire, and athers get freights (rom one port or another, as Lthey cun.®

Hfracombe vessels alse had 2 vniche in the cross-channe] trade. John Swele, in LTHD,
had described the ports shipping activities as consisling mostly of coasting voyages
with Wales oul:

Lransporting coals from Pembrokeshire and Glamorgan to Cornwall and
bringing back copper and tin, which rendered o marketable coonmaodity at Lhe
sielting houses of Neath, Swansea and other places whore coats abound 4

Ax o result of this trade, especially the supply of Cornish stesun engines, the number of
uni-direetional voyages in the Grigtol”Channel declined. Wilth fewer ballasled passages
and higher freight rates as a result of the war, profits wore higher, North Devon vessels
were increasingly deployved in this bi-directional trade. Betweon 13056 and 1809 the
Governor and Company of Copper Miners of England bought sharves in five Bideford ves-
kels - the Beaver, Underhill, Mary's, Cotton and the approprintely namerd Afiners,

The ownership structure of the Cotion is instructive, In March 1803 the owners num-
bered seventeen. There were six from Gwithian, Cornwall, ineluding & certain John
Davey, & miner & furlher four resided in Phillack nearby. Two tmore lived in St Clement
near Trure. All three of these places were close to the copper exporting port of Havle, or
close to the metatliferous mining aveas of west Carnwall, Three owners were from
Swansea and the adjpcent parishes of Baglan and Margam. The north Devon connes-
Livns were John Bishop, a Bideturd buteher, the shipbuitder George Crocker, who prob-
abty built the vessel, and Willizn Hackin, 2 Clovelly maviner® Here in one vessel there
is evidence of the conneclions between sauth Wales and north Devon and the latter’s
links into the two way trade between south Wales and Cornwall.

So close were the trade associntions hetween novth Devon and south Wales thal the
mayor and eorporalion of Barnstaple entered the controversy surrounding the con-
struction of the Swansen Canal. In Mareh 1784, they petitioned pavliament in its
favouri
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THE SHORT-LIVED SCHOOL OF DOMESTIC SCIENCE
AT POWDERHAM CASTLE

Andrew J.H. Jackson

Solutions for country houses

In the mid-1970s concern for the future of country houses reached its peak. An impor-
tant contribulion to the debate was John Cornforth’s 1974 report: ‘Country houses in
Britain: how can they survive?.! A section of his report referred specifically to those
country houses that had changed function from that of private family home to institu-
tional, businesy or commereial use. They had become, for example, hotels, schools. hos-
pitals, or corporate headquarters, Cornforth observed that such conversion eould not
guarantee 2 long term, secure, or appropriate future for buildings of high architectural
value. Some two decades on, in 1997, David Littlejohn’s The fute uf the English country
house reflected upon the degree to which the recycling’ of country houses had become a
principal chavacteristic of their recenl history. Littlejohn’s work, in paratlel with David
Mandler's The fall and rise of the stedely kome, illustrate how changes of vse and other
types of Fute’ are related to the complex and shifting political, eeonomie, iind sacial con-
text of the bwenticth eentury.? This paper examines one experiment in change of Fune-
tion, and demonstrates how the effecsiveness of such conversions has rested upen Lthe
ability of country house swners to comprehend the prevailing context.

‘Debutantes learn dovresti tricks in ancienf castle™

In the early 1940s long-standing economic and financial difficulties requived that the
Courienay fumily take Im-reaching steps to ensure the survival of their estate.t An
essential preoccupation was the search for a viable future for their family home,
Powderham Castle. The first attempt was a short-lived Sehool of Domestic Seience. The
story of the school's establishment and ts subsequent failure reflects how the
Courtenays judged, or, in cerlain ways, misjudged, what the role for the castle should
be within the social context of the 19405 and early 1950s.% The driving toree behind the
scheme was thee then Countess of Devon, whe had assumed responsibility for oversee-
ing the running of the castle during the war [n 1944, the countess presented her ideas
about domestic Lraining in an article published in The Times (10 December). She ques-
tioned the view that the heightencd shortage in the supply of service staff for private
houses was solely a practical problem for employers. Taking an altruistic standpeint,
Lhe countess emphasised wider concerns:

To my way of thinking, the real gravity of the situation lies in the fact that
many hundreds of girls are missing whal used to be the finest training to be
obtained anywhere in the domestic arts - thal provided in the country hous-
es - and they are getting nothing in its place... The results are already vory
noticeable in the country districts, In my childhood nearly every housewife
in the villages had been in domestic service, and the standard of comfort
and cleanliness was very high, in spite of theiv poverty, ] would like to sou
small home schools of practical domestic traiming started in all the big hous-
es, now half or whally closed, for girls of every class when they leave the
Services: to teach them the art of heme-making, either prior to marriage or
as a career,
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[n the same article. e countesy olfered a range of views for the readership of The
Times Lo eonsider. Bssentially, she parceived the country house to be an important
tesonree, Such houses eould no longer attract regular junior stadl for a career in service,
but there remained o skeleton ol senior domestic stall who still had great expertise fo
impart: ‘unless these one-time heatd servants are given the opportunity to come hack
From retirement or frony other jobs, and to train the many girls who really want to make
a home, theirs will he o lost act', Also, the establishment of demestic training schonlz
would revive for many lavge country houses their viahility as family homes, as well oy
uffering an appropriale learning environment: pupils may have the benefil of individ-
wal tuition feom the stact in houses which are an ongoing concern. There can he no
doubt that, as a training in heme-making, this would have inflinitely more value than
anything a training college could have'. Furthermore, il would be important tor that
training Lo be examined and certilied by a recognised authority, so that it held seme
respectability and parity with other services and professions. In addition, the country
house envirenment could provide modes for social imprevement above and bevond
those forms of instruction that were selely praclical in nature:

Pupils are to derive the fullest pleasure lrom the beautiful surroundings in
which they find themselves. One of the things | enjoy most in anlicipation is
the delight I feel these girls wonld take in good bonks, music, games, and
other vecreations which would be available to some of Liem for the first time.

A series of replies to Lady Devon's article were printed in The Times (24 December
19443, whilst others were sent directly and in same number to Powderham Castle. The
corregpondentls were varied, for exnmple: titled ladios, domestic servants, local govern-
ment inspectors, midwives and teachers, Their fetters cxpress the variety of ways in
which such an initiative was viewed ab that time, that is, ageeinst the background of the
closing years of the war, and in the light of popular aspirations for its aftermath, Those
who offered a positive response reinforced or supplemented the views of the countess.
The establishrent of such schools would address a range of social and economic needs:
presvrving the relalionship of benevolence and deference hetween mistress and maid;
conserving (the ine domestic eratt tradition fostered by the counlry house; providing a
function tor the smalt as well as the iarge country house; setting up high quality train-
ing schemes to justify the inflated wage levels being demandead by domestic employees;
vatsing employment conditions and the professional status of those in domestic service,
and, therehy, eroding the ingrained stigma associated with such swork; providing lor the
Lk of adequalely trained staff in the cateving and hotel trades; spaking up a portion of
Lhe female workforce that would be released with demobilisation, addressing the =lide
in Lhe standards of domestie discipline and housewilery in lower clags homos: and muk-
ing damestic scienee a compulsory part of the stale education system.

Other correspondents, meanwhile, were quite eritical. Some maintained thaet the
problem of dimestic service and the training and supply of an appropriate workfores
was an anachronistic ene, and a problem that would be better addressed by hastening
the slow process of modernising the characteristically outioded English home, Alsq,
the country house environment and the instruction that conld be offered by obd ser-
vants now belonged o o social order Lhatl was passing awny; they woere of questionable
utility as training resvurces for those who would run life in 2 council house oy hame
{that was more average in character. More challenging still, domestic training would e
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whally appropriate for daugbters from country house families, not only because the pool
at domestic staft was likely to shrink further and the work would inereasingly have to
he carvvied out by the home owners themselves, but because such women would come to
comprehend the ingrained stigma associated with domestic service, as well ag with the
irksomeness of carrying out domestic work ~especially someonce else’s - that had accel-
crated the trend towards the obsolescence of professional domestic help.

Three years aftor the publication of the countess’s original letter, the School of

Domestic Science opened fov its frst intake of pupils. However some of the eacly ideas
and ideals had been much altered, so much so that the content of the school's prospectus
appears to express an ambiguity and lingering uncectainty as ta the gims of the enter-
prise. Om the one hand. a pasyagre of the opeting text suppesty that the school might live
up to some of the original utililarian and egalitarian tntentions aspived Lo in 1944:

The training ix exsentially practical and aims gt cquipping students to run
their homes properly: to nrganise efficiently any domestic help that they
might have; or to undertake posts as assistant Malrons ar Housckeepers in
schoolg or other establishmoents, if so desived; there beings w big demand tor
such people.

Elsewhere in the prospectus, the text makes it ¢lear that the establishment ained ta
provide uselul practical instruction, mraccordance with the examination requirements of
the National Council of Pomoestic Seience. However, the schonl was ta be Far tram egali-
tavian or purely utiliturian in terms of its anticipated puptl intake and the natuee of the
studies. [t was being marketed at parents fiom the upper and upper middle classes, and
[rom overseas, and had taken on the character of an international finishing schaol, The
curriculum was composed primarily of lessons in conking, cleaning, Inundering and
sewing, but was supplemuented by o range of other foring of optinnal instruction and
leisure opportunities: painting and drawing, various foreign langages, riding and stable
management, tennis and squash. ballrosn daneing, an invitation to join the hunt on
Saturdays, and further finishing in Versailles. A sigmlicant propertion of the correspon-
dence requesting prospectuses came from arvistoeratic addresses, or from the then
Dominions. Indeed, many ol the pupils in the frst intake come Lthroogh persenal acyuain-
tance, although, in later yeavs, the pupils comprised o broader socinl mix. Furthermore,
the progpectus accepted that the fees woere high, but appropriate, commencing at 75
guineas for the [irst lerm ol opening, and rising soon allerwards to 125 guineas. The
prospectus explained thal: ‘o thisse parents who may teel Lhat the fees are high, it s
pointed out that the figure is only what a good hotel charges tor board and lodging alone’,

Some explanation for this shill in the scheols guiding principles is effered in an
unpublished letter to The Sundey Times (daled 19 February 1947}, and in an article
published in the Western Morning News (13 March 1947} The draft lotter presents a
short account, of the fate of the countess’s scheme as envisaged in 1944:

The plan that [ visualised then, of training working class girls, had failed to
materiulise; first becanse of the impossibility of getting a financial granl to
carry it through, and sccondly because the old servants whose great knowl-
cedge [ wanted to pags on, wore not very co-operalive!

The countess dues not elaborate much further on these issues in either the draft let-
ter or the newspaper article. She states only that the intention of hoth the earl and her-
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selt was to press on with the education authorilies” approval, it nol with their financial
hacking, and with the vecruitment of professional staff, The countess, as the principal
of the school, was to take overall charge of the establishment, whilst the earl was to
take specific responsibilily for finance and administratioun.

Although a large amount of documentation describes the origin and establishment of
the school, fow papers recording its demise survive. However, a number of balance
sheets and a fees book do point to ils failuve as an economic enterprise. In the opening
two years of the school's life, 1948 and 1949, the running costs exceeded the income
(rom fees by E1,448 and £1,067 respectively. As a result of this, the venture was not able
to make any inroads into the large capital sums that were spent on equipment and sup-
plics in those years: £5,276 and £7,105. Moveover, 1948 and 1949 were good years in
terms of pupil numbers and fees veceived. The prospectus set the anticipated intake at
between 16 and 25 students, In the five years from 1948, pupil numbers at the begin-
ning of September term fell from 23, {o 17 in both 1948 and 1950, 9 in 1851, to 4 in
1952, On 28 October 1952, the counless wrote a standard letter Lo the parents of the
four remaining students, Her explanation of the critical situaiion that had been
reached was briel:

I am sorry to tell you that with so few pirls in the school and with lhe ever
increasing cost of food, Inbour and such overheads as lighting and heating, 1
am unable to continue the course for the agreed two terma without lucurring
t heavy loss.

Lady Paulina Fladley, a contemporary, recalls that the small number of pupils did not
justify financially the size and high standard of the stalf that had been recruited. In
addition, the seale and design of the castle prevented the sehool from opening as a far
larger and more profitable establishment. Moveover, by the late 19408 and early 1950z,
those requiring the finishing of their daughters could send them onee again to more
traditional locations on the continent. Allernalively, there were now greater opporiuni-
ties available for young women to take up universily places.?

Conclusion

The failure of the School of Domestic Science did not long discourage the Couvtenay
family from experimenting with other uses for the castle. The sehool’s curricudum had
provided for riding lessons. Three years later facilities at the castle had been develaped
considerably, and theve opened a riding school which ran for fifteen yeurs, Allhough iU
lasted longer than the Schaol of Domestic Scienve, it too clased with its fatlure to veach
the geonomic potentiul hoped for. Like the schoul, this enterprise was an unfortunate
misfudgement of prevailing oppartunities, for it was established too carly ta capiatise
on the later boom o eutdaor leisure activitios. Far mare successtul was the dectsian Lo
lollow the lead ol other country houses in Britaiu, aud open Lo the pubilic, Between Lhe
mid-1960s and mid-1970x the castle reccived large numbers of visitors. However, by the
late 1970s, the profiferation of heritage attractions brought a failing market share, and
inflation in running costs reduced castie revenues further, Sinee then, survival has
required new solutions, and this has come with the Courlenays following the trend
towards the use of country houses for commercial events and private funetions, notably,
trade shows and weildings.

Returning to Litlejohn and Mandior they divergs n their discussians an the future
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They were very devoud Christiansg and, although they would have beon able to see
Ottery Chuech from their house, getting there invelved one of two cireuitous journeys,
cithor gastward Lo crogs the Otter at Gosford Bridee o a little shorter, southward to
eross at St Saviour's Bridge. John chose the obvious solution to this problem and, prob-
ably quile soon afler completing his new house, buill a new bridge over Lhe Olter giving
wnore or less divect route to the town and the church. This was the latest of Ottery's
mgor bridges and would have been referred to locally as ‘Lhe new bridge’. Officially il
became ‘Wew UBridge’ and continued Lo be so ealled at least until the Michaelmas
Sessions ot 1708 when the present name appeared for the frst time in the Orvder Book 2

Being a public spirited man, John would have wished the loeals Lo shave in the con-
veniones of his new bridge. But he was also an experienced lawyer and would have been
no stranger to the 1580 Statute of Bridges which enacted that a bridge should be main-
rained at public expense only if there was no proof that some other body or person
should maintain it.% He would have been quite prepared to pay fr building the bridge
anel bo let the public shave in its use but he wanted Lo aveid burdening his descendants
with the responsibility of maintaining the bridge in perpetuity. No doubt he did what
we would da taday in similar civcumstances, that is, agree with the public authority to
dedicate the bridge for public use and record the agrecment in a document. But John
went one betler and seb oul the posilion in wriling on the bridge itself in the form of o
tablet inseribed with the words:

JOHN AND JOAN BUILT ME
PRAY, GOOD PEOPLE, REPAIR ME

Polwhete deseribed John’s fridye ax having three arches and vecorded that the tablet
was ‘very angraciously destioved on the repoiring of the bridge’a

The lirst mention of the bridge in the Quarter Sessions Order Books was in 1630
when six justices, ‘or any foure o more of them' were asked Lo inspeet ‘the decaies of
New Bridge and Tipton Bridge tyinge wthin the parish of Otery St Marve’® In 16874,
Thoraas Osmond and Nicholas Seaward repatred the bridge and were £5, 135, 4d
{£5.66) oul of pocket as a resoll. The cowrt ordered thal they should be relmbuesed out
of £12 lefl over lvom repairs to Axebridge. Matters became rather eoufused in later
entries untl! Michachnas 16875 when it was ordered that Osmnnd should be paid €11,
9s. B £11,48) out of money left over from the rebuilding of Chorverton Bridget In
1708 ‘Caddy Bridge’ was badly damaged by Tooding of the Otler and al the Michaclmas
Sessions Lhe court ordered that the Constables ol the Hundred of Otlery St Mary
ghould take down the remaing of o damaged picr and twa damaged arches, lay out the
resulting stones in o held adjoining the bridue and ‘gatt the liberty of the owner of the
satd fficld to putt o loek on the Gate”.7 Severe Qooading accurved in the winter of 1754
and, at the Christmax Sessions, it was veported that Gosford Bridge was completely
destroved and two arches of Cadbay Dridge were down. At the toflowing Midsummer
Sessiong a contract was let to Richard Tuckett and Edward Knight to rebuild the bridge
for £330 and to keep i in repiir for zeven years a1 cast ol £ per annuan, [ seems
that, althbugh Lhe magistrates cansidered that the contractors had vebuilt the bridge
in a ‘Workmanlike manner”, they Faited ta maintain it for, al Christinas Scssions 1758,
thoir annoal fee was paid fo Samuel Bampficld. At the Faster Seasions 1758, it was
ordered that thair fee should henectorth he paid no more’ s

Tin L&Y the newly appointed Survevar of County Bridges, James Green, inspected the
bridge and repovted on 10 January of thatl year that it was a theee span structure with
two avches of 14 feat (4.26m) and one of 20 feet {6091, He noted that ther were diag-
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onal eracks on two of the arches and considered the bridge Lo be ‘very old and bad’. The
witth between parapets was only 8 feet 8 inches (2.59m) meaning that thoe parapets
were {reguently knocked down by carviages.? He veported again, on 11 July 1808, {hat
Lthe: bridge was in a dangerous stade, partly due to the angle at which the viver impinged
on strocture, He thought it would cost L300 s straighten eut the viver and build new
weirs, worle that would be of benefit il the countdy decided fater to rebuaild the bridge.
The cost of rebuilding, he reported, would be about £2,000.0°

The magistrates decided to praxp the nette and Green was insteucled to prepare a
design for a new brdge, Although the imagistrates Iater decided that the practice was
improper, they did s this corly stage in Bis cmployment adlow Green to contracl as a
private individual Tor the vebuilding, A contraet signed, sealed and delivered on 29
Seplember IR0Y botween Green and the (lock of the Peace, Richard Bales, reguired
Gireen to complete the work by 25 March 1810, the contract swin being £,249, Much of
the canse ol the detevivration of the 1795 bridge was poor foundations and the funda-
tions of the Green’s bridge were cavetuldly specifiod, including that they should be 4 feel.
11.22 5 below river bed level 79U he intal cost of the worle turmed out o be £1,268, 4s.
Od. (11,2068.200

Cireen’s Cadhay Bridge stands today and is a thiree span avch structure built of ash-
Tar inestone and bricle with side spans ol 17 Feel 6 inches (5.33mY and a centre span of
22 feot 3 inches (6.78m L The abulnients and picrs ave quite high above the viver bed,
recognition of the lerocity ot the Otter in flood, and the cods of the piers arve formed into
cibwatters rounded on plan, a Bvourite feature of Groeon's masonry designs. There ave
trapezowlad pilasters above the cutwaters that are carried up o parapet level to form
veluges 2 foet -4 inches VP 10mm deep, Refuges ave o medieval feature unusual in nine-
teenth contury bridges and were prabably incorporated in this case beeause the width
batween parapets is only 12 eet 4 inches 3. 75m).

Lntit recenlly there was a stahe tablet built inta the downstream parapet, ohyiously
reseued from Lhe preceding bridge, and inseribed with twa dates, '1760° and ‘“R19071, and
two initials, ‘5.0 and ‘WL, The first date is rather puzeling, Koight and Tuckett's
bridge was physically completed in 1754 wilh a completion date of the associated seven
yvear maintenance period of 1761, Their maintenance cantract wag terminated by the
magistrates in 758 and possibly a different continuation contract, with a completion
date of 1760, was made. [t is possible that Knight and Tuckett’s bridge was not built in
such & workmanlike manner as the magistrates thought and that it had to be rebuilt
in 1760. There is nothing in the order books Lo indicate that this might have happened
but, although obvious gaps in the clerks” recordings over the conturices are rare, they are
nat unlonown, The twentieth century date vefers to repaies covried out then and the ini-
tials are possibly Lhose of Lhe mason and his mate.

Untortunately Lhis inlevesting tablet suffered the same fate as John and Joan’s when
repairs were carvied out to the fabrie of the bridge during the 1360s,
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PARSON FROUDE - VILLAIN OR VICTIM?

8. Bhanji

In LEOA, John Froude (1777-1852) suceeeded his ate ither as viecar of Knowstone and
Molland.! Despite an incwmbency of almost halla coatury, he is best vemembered Tor
hiz prowess in the hunting fleld and for his misuntheapy, It is generally accepted thal
Froude was the model for Blackmore's learsume parsou, Richard Stoyle Chowne, in e
Maied of Sher?

Froude, a cousin of the archdeavon of Totnes,” was educaled al Blundell's Sebooi and
lxeter Coltege, Oxford.! Howover, Ditehfickd’s stalement that he had the pramise Lo
become a hishop appears to bave no source other than Blackimoere's account of Chowne.®
The same may apply to the often vepeated remark that Froude's il humour stemmed
From being crossed in laved Regrettably, this and much other comment on Froude
comes from thoese without first hand knowledge. Snell wirnte that Frowde carvricd buf-
fooncry to o pitch utlerly inconsistent with his ¢loth and calling, hut did so over fily
years after the pacson's death,” Similarly, in 1808 Ditchlteld described Froude as the
worst specimen of his clags 5 Joyee, wriling in 18325, viewed Froude as disvepulable and
vindictive; and Boggis Tater condemned him as wnworthy of the deseription Christian
aud puilly of every known erime.® More receutly, Kerr cites Froude as a disgrace to his
vocation and one of the most villainous men in narth Devon. 19 Those who know Froude,
or who spoke with those wha did, were inelined to o mere balanced view Aceording Lo
WJack’ Russell, Frooades riend and fellow-huntsman and the perpetual curaie of
Swimbridge, he was witty and hospitable, albeil domineering.! Thoraton acknowl-
edged Froude’s reputation for evil, but noled also his boldness and deverness )2 "I'ho
claim thal Thornton knew Froude well has, however, been questioned. ¥ Wilkin
summed up Frowde as o foreelud, uneonventional man with little respeet for his superi-
urs. bul noted also that Joyed's Father confided in hin that Froude was not o bad-heart-
cd persen. ! Finally, Froude’s widow is said (o have relerred to hit as her deqo depast-
od snint b

Canlewporary aceounts of Froude are vare. Oue of 1832 referved to his paving €50
comgensation after being found guilty ol assault and battery. During (he trial there was
nweh discusgion as to who was the drunker, Froude or his vietin. 3% Most twentielh cen-
tury portrayals ean be traced back to Russell’s hiography of 187817 Thornlon's memairs
of 1897,1% and works written in 1904 and 1908 by Sabine Baring-Could " Many writers
appear also to have drawn heavily on the escapades of the fletionn] Parson Chowne.
Although in sorae respects commendable, Uthe wse of pseudonyms hos not always helped
disentangle fact rem Betion. Thug, Thornton ased Choune (sfed, and liter Stroude of
Blowstone. Althouph he eventually named Froude, Baring-Gould first ealled him
Chowne of Biackamoor Addison referred Lo the ‘orviginal Paraon Chowne', but named
his fictienal counterpart as Tom Chowne and stated that he was modelled on Parson
Racifene 20

Space does not permit o detailed analysis of the many tales concerning Froude,
EHowaover, before considering the main aecusation levelled against the parson, a small
sample may serve to illustrate the difficullies in establishing their authenticity.
Throughout much of Froude’s intiimbency his bishop was Henry Phillpotts (185 1- 18691
Phillpotts was a high chureh Tory who disapproved strongly of any laxily or liberalism
amimg his elorgy?! He disliked also parsons who took fo the hunting-fletd: although he
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thought highty ol Bussell® [t has been weitten that the steps Froude took to aveid a
confrontation with Philtpotts includaed having a pit dug in the road, feigning iliness, and
cliriming to have defonded the bishap from malicious gossip. 2 Whal appears Lo be the
only surviving version by Phillpotils concerns his calling into Knowstone during a visi-
Lation faur of north Devon in 1831 The hishop noted that Froude was ill, but was more
struek hy the hanting trophies 1n his dining room.?* He made no mention of his coach
falling into a hole in the vowd, but it could be argued that the bishop may not have
wished Lhe episode recorded for posterity. However, his comments do support Russells
statement that Froude pretended to have typhus on Phillpotts’ one and only visit to
Knowstone,” The story of the bishap's bogged-down coach may be due entirely to
Blackmore. He may hive been responsible alse for Kerr's account of Froude writing to
Phillpotts, on the back of a puper bearing the names of hounds sick with distempor, to
explain that there would be no conlivmations as none of the candidates could recite the
Lord’s Prayer backwards.?% Nevertheless, there is evidence that Phillpotts was con-
cerned about Froude, aud that he offered to prosecnte him when faced with complaints
from the churchwardens, They backed down, however, when asked for firm evidence 7
Accounts of Froude marrying four times are not unknown, 2% and presumably originated
in Blackmore’s account of Chowne embarking on a fourth marriage.” Another anecdote
concerns a secontd marriage late in life W Jane, the daughter of a local farmer variously
named as Heathman,?® Halge,”? or Hulse ™ One rondering states that Froude made a
drunken pledge, when officiating at Jahe's christening. to marry her shouid she survive
to adulthoad.* Another stated that her brothevs, incensed by Froude'’s cluinsy flirting,
got him drunk and extracted a promise that he would either marry their sister or forfeit
a substantial sum of monew® Froude wed a Mary Halse on 18 December 1838, but the
wriler has been unable to find any record of an earlier marringe. Mory outlived her
hushand, and was buried at Knowstone on 14 April 18515 Although Baring-Geuld and
thence others wrote that Froude ill-treated her, some state that she spoke ol him with
much affection

Froude’s enthusiasm for the hunt was legendary even in his lifetime 7 He was allen
a generons host afterwards s but at times his dealings with his Tellow-hovsemen left
much Lo be desired. Particularly malicious was his trentment of 2 young barvanet,
nawed by Baring-Gould as Sir Waller Carew. Carew purchased a hovse which Froude
coveted. Angered by Sir Walter's refisal to sell him the animal, Fronde surreplitiousiy
inserted seeds beneath the horse’s eyelids. On the vide hame, the sceds burst causing
severe pain. Sir Walter was thrown, sustaining several injuries, and the horse had ta he
put down ¥ The writer has henn unable to vervity this stary, whielt is siimilar to that told
by Blackmore concerning Parson Chowne and Captain Vellacott. V' As noted, Froude
and Russell were cloge Irtends. !t On une aecasion, however, they almaost came to blows
after Russell rebuked Froucde tor his affensive language. The intervention of the Rev, Mr
Jnyee, whose son later wrote of the incident, brought ahout a veconciliation.® Anolher
parsem in experience Froude’s vindictiveness was the ane whom Thoernton called Jekyll
One duy while Froude was out hunting, the fox ran to earth on Jekylls tand. Finding
Fimde trying Lo dig oul the animal, Jelyll remonstrated with hiw far doing do without
permission. Froude deparied in umbrage, but took revenge by making an otticial com-
plaint that Jekyll, 2 magistrate, had stolon one of his dogs. 18 Another magisterial clerie
bested by Froude was that named by Thornton as Dash and by Baring-Geuld ag
Kursluke. He was probably the Rev. W.H. Karsluke, rector of Meshasw. With the consent
of her parents, Froude hid away a young girl. Her absence from home was reported and
a search, involving Karslake hiring a London detective, was sct under way. After some
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ten days, Froude produced the girl, announcing that she had been staying with him. 0
These lasl three stories have a ring of truth aboud them, but the main point in their
favour may be that they do not appenr to be based on episodes in The Maid of Sher.

The most sevious charge Juvelled avainst Froude ig that, like Blackmore’s Chowne, 45
he ran a gang of eriminals. The view of Knowstone beiny in lawless stale during
Froude’s incumbencey is indeed supported by many contemporary newspapat repovts. 16
For example, in February 1834 the Exeter and Plyvmouth Gazette stated that felonies
committed doving the previsus weeks included the destruction of properly; the stealing
of corn, apples, potatees, fambs and poultry: the mulifation of pigs; the pulling down of
hay-ricks; and the breaking up of pleughs.*™ The commonest offence was poultry-steal-
ing; sixteen fowls, four turkeys and six docks being taken fram the King William the
Fourth public house in December 1830, Lovwer down the sociad scale, o labourer, James
Brewer, lost o]l his four fowls; and o masan, Willizm Dravey, hoth of his.t® In February
1833 Mr Fisher of Hill and Mr Snow of Bast Anstey betwoeen them had 49 bivds
gtolen. ™ 1fisher has atready lost a valuable ewe ™ [ addition to these thefts of food,
conceivably arising throngh necessity, some grimes were motivated apparently by mal-
tce. These included the catting into pieces of Williun Fallelts viding gear, the burning of
Richard Courtensy's shed, the killing hy five of Mr Quartly's three sows and eighileen
piglels, the burning of five acres of produce, and Lhe letling loose of cattle among
erops.E The culprits useally escaped punishment, but in February 1834 James Perking
was arrested for poultey-stealing. His accomplice, the churchwarden Samuel Fisher,
managed to escape. Later that vear, twoe others tried to evade arrest for stealing a hen
and breaking up a plaugh. One, Edward Fisher, was soon captured in Somerset; and his
accomplice, John Upham, wis tound hidiyg at the King William the Fourth inn. The
hope that this would pul an end to the depredations in Knowstone and to these insti-
gating them was not fulfilled.® In (841 the parish was deseribed as infamous and noto-
rious Lo all the western parts of the kingdom 5 What were regarded in 1830 as mali-
cious cutrages without parallel in the annals of atracity ware still being commilted 54
Fven allowing for such hyperbole, the lawlessness in Knowslone clearly exceeded the
natural level of countryside ‘social erime’.5 As to the ringleader, after two ducks weve
stolen in 1833, a sumptuous dinner was presided over by a woman well-known for her
plucking skills.58 [n 1834 it was stated that a certain tallor wag attempting to bribe the
prosecutor of the chicken thieves James Perkins and Samuct Fisher into dvopping
charges.57 A year later, mention was made of "an old and infumuous oifender, who has
long been considered an adept in this kind of business’ ™ The sugpestion that the par-
son was respongible for the law-breaking in his parish first appeared in Thornton's rem-
iniscences. ™ His account of those who antagenised Froude having hay-ricks burned
dewn and animals injured, and that such deings were covried out by a band of younyg
farmers and grooms whom he had at his call, was to be echoed by many

There i3 evidence, however, that Froude was by no means immune to the focal disor-
der. In January 1834 o Witheridge blacksmith. Thomas Jones, set five to lnowstone vie-
arage. A bid was made to free him on his way to gaol, but this proved unnecessary as he
was acquitted for lack of evidence, Jones turned informer, and caunsed the arrests of the
Edward Figher and John Upbam mentioned above. Soon afterwards, his poultry were
stolen and he and his family left the areaSt [n Decernber of the snme year a shotgun
was fived at the window of Froude's bedroom. The parson was unharmed, but the bed
posts and a mirror were damaged. The culprit was never apprehended. B2 In 1841 Lhe
viearage garden was trampled and produce stolen, During the previous months two sil-
ver spoons belonging to Froude were taken, as wios the bell by the viearage gale 5 Sotng
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years fater araon was cotmmiltted on Frotide’s bamm at Creacornbe, and money and valu-
ahibe papors were stolon fram his home$4 The ullimate insult is said Lo have been the
deatruction of @ well-loved box tree by a farmer whom Froude had offended. According
Lo some, the vealisation thal he wag no longer beld in awe helped bring about his
death. s Froude being a victim of the erime in his parish does nol exclude his being the
ring-leader, as the acts against him eould have been in retribution. Frowde died in 9
Mrecember 1852 at Barion House, Bast Ansteyt§ There is some evidence that the pat-
tern of purish law-breaking subgequently changed, Thett, at least as ar as the press
wils concerned, victually disappeared and became velatively trivial. In 1866, James
[erking, possibly the chicken-stealer referved Lo above, was gacled lor stealing a faggot
of wood ¥ He was more tortunale a year laler when he and Joshua Melhuish were
acquitted of stealing havt [n 1868 the case against Susan Perkins for stealing potatoes
was dismissed, as was that against James Burnett in 1871 for stealing hovschair from a
Knowstene [armer® Four years later, John Blackmore and Thomas Chapple were
charged with stealing vabbit gins from Froude's successor, Lhe Rev. Mr Matthews.
Blackmore was acquitted, but Chapple was commitled to prison.” There were no
veports of arson or vandalism in Knowstone during the twenty or so years following
Froude’s death. The fire which destroved a farmhbeouse at Punsley in 1861 was thought
to be accidental. 7! This sabstantial improvement in the evime rate may not, however,
stem solely (rom Froude's demise. Matthews, who is said to have driven the drunken
Froude home on al least one oceasion, ™ was determined to re-establish ovder. Flis
slrong physigite, tact, perseverance, and habil of firing ofT & gun whenever he left the
vicarage eventually brought his flock under eontrol 78

Many of Froude's contemporaries disapproved of the huntimg parson’. and this alone
would have made him unpopulae Other aspeets of his life style and his Torthright dis-
position eould have further fueled gossip concerning his part in the law-breaking in
Knowstone, The writer is inclined to agrec that Blackmore was pulty ol much exagger-
ation when transferving Fronde's nature to Chowne™ On Lhe olher hand, others
appear to have been equally enlpablis in trunsierring Chowne's personality and behave

jour to Froude. Nonetheless, his being o eviminal vingleader cannot be raled out. Fven if

it eould be, almost as damning is the foel that Feonde appears to have made no attompl
Lo moderate the behaviour of his parishioners. Flis personality sas sueh thal be could
have done so.
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PLYMOUTH IN THE GENTLEMAN’S MAGAZINE

Anthony Greenstreet

In 1731 Eidward Cave {1881-1754) founded “The Guenileman’s Magazine; Or, Monthly
InteHigencer”. s expressed object was “To give Monthly a View of all the Pieces of Wil,
Humour or Intelligence, daily offer'd to the Publick in the Newspapers™. It was an
immedinte and immense sucecess, achieving monthly sales of 10,000 by 1739, The mag-
aznne lasted until 1914, but by then its great days of the eighleenth and early nine-
teenth conluries were long over. Bach edition was then packed with Fseinating infor-
mation Pram alf parts of Lthe country (olten now no lopper avatlable from any olher
saurce), ustally appearing twnder the sections ‘Country News' or ‘Historical Chronicle’.
This article reproduces some of the most interesting reports fram Plymouth between
1779 and 1512,

The town features in several reports of naturad disasters and phenomena, One of 12
February 1799 relatis:

Yesterday was experienced the most severe hurvicane ever remembered
here... Al 4pm the Naiad (rigate broke from her moorings, and got ashore on
the wet mud; but the tide flowing, she was got off without damage. The Bon
Crdre privateer in Cotwater hroke adeift and gol ashore on the Cat-dewn
side, where she now lies AL 6pm a lavge stack of chimneys at Ladywell
school, at the cost end af the Town, broke in upon the reof of the house, forcerd!
though into the childrew's bedroom, cavvied away the beams, flooring, and
beds... down into Lthe fiest floor, swhere near 30 children were working. By Lthe
heams resiing for a fow maments, the mistress and 27 of the ehildren
escaped; but the eries of three children were heard under the ruins, and My
Rentlier, the master, with greal exevtions, took them owt, almost suffocated,
and much bruised... At nighl a man walking home mistook his road near
Catdown road, {the hedge having fallen iny walked over a precipice 200 teet
high, and was dashed to pieces.

A less destructive, but more unusual, event oeouvved in June T84

After four in Lthe morning a vising of the tide, in the shape ol what is called a
boar, happened in Plymouth, I8 rose again at six, seven and uine oelock, and
then was quiet. These whe saw it compared the rashing into the pool,
between the sluices of a pier-head, as Lhe running at the rage of five or six
knots an hour, on a very rapid river, driving all hetore it Thase vessels which
were working out were forced haclk; and those in the pool were foreed one
againsl the other: the flving bridge was half full of waler, and the passengers
much alivimed; the cable snapped like a thread but no lives were lost...
During the operation of the bhoar it thundeved and lighlened excessively

Man-madi disasters also fealured prominently:
This evening, |16 December U795] about 5 o'clock, a dreadful five broke out in
a gail-loft, in Sauthside Streel, belonging to My Douglass, sail-maker: in o few
minutes the whale building was in flames... . In addition Lo the sail-cluth,
rope vte belonging to Mr Dauglass, the lofts were filled with a valuahle eavge
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of bale goods, lifted out of a Danish ship thal was then under vepair, and
which the fire soon conswmned, and the conflagration became terrible indeed,
Lhe flames presently extended to thi: houses vn cach side... and threalened
the destruction of the whele neighbouwrhood: it continued buring six hours,
with in¢redible Rary, when by the great exertions of the inhabitants and the
military, with the assistance of the dockyard and haspital engines, o was fov-
lunately prevented from spreading further, bul the threo houses were entire-
Iy consumed: this loss is supposed to amount to EL5,000, Many of the unfor-
Linate sufferers are uninsured, and suhscriptions are now open for their
velief T4 is & providential cirecurnstance, thad the tide was at the flood at the
time, or the fire would have comumunieated Lo the shipping in the Pool, and
probably in that ease half the town would have beon destroyed.

Ansther damaging fire occurred on 8 June 1812

A five bioke vul hetween three and four o'clock in Lhe Eastern rope-house of
Plymouth Dock-yurd. The alatin was instanlly given, and every assistance
rendored, but without the desired effect. The flames raged with preat fury
until seven delock, when, by great exertion they were got under, by the bhuild-
ing, which was 1400 feet tong, being cut through, The whole of the wmachinery
was cansumed. About 400 feet of the building was preserved. The watchmeon
and military centinels at Plvmoulh doek yard have all heen examined an
oath; bul after the minutest investigation it cannot be aseertaioned whether
the building was fired by overheated hemp, by Hightning, or by incendiaries...
The whole of the damage sustained is estimated at £15,000,

There was, indeed, a permanent (var that ‘incendinries’ would destroy the dockyard.
A roport of 23 January P779 velates:

About the dead of night, o persen was ehserved to aseend the wall of his
Majesty's dock-yard at Plvmouth, and to throw himself over, and upon exam-
ining the spol outside the walll there was tovnd 2 ralfling line tied in knots,
about 16 or 18 inches asunder, with o lawpe Newloundland lishhook at the
end of it, by which he got up; and a twine thread. with a stone tied Lo it
which ran from the top of Lthe wall to the botlam; and near the spot was also
found a bottle filed with gunpowder, stupped with brown paper. prepared to
burn as aoguick mateh. For the apprehending ol Lhis person, wha is deseribed
to be o short elderly person, with hig own hair, a shrivelled face, a foreign
aspect, and has on oa dark surtout coat, and a fan-tailed hat, the
Commizsioners of his Majesty’s navy have offered three hundred pounds
rewaned.,

I'he navy broughl the threat of disease as well as five to the town:

A Past Letter from Plymouth, of this day’s date, {2 June 1782 mves, in sub-
stunce, the contents of almost all the letters from the sea porls, relevant to
Lhe reigning distemper. "The present epidemical disorder rages violeutly heve,
and at Doelg; also on the men of war lying here. The traaps in fown tae, and in
barracks, are affected with it, more or less; searee @ family, but has some pers
son il in il. Came in this alternoon, the Fortitude, of 74 guns, aad Latong
frigate, with 250 sick mmen from the Neet suder Admiral Kempenlell, mostly
with fevers. L Captain Cripps ol the necth battalion of Glouesstershive mili-
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tin, was seized, while ab dinnor, wilh a complaint in the throal, and died the
next morning'.

Other naval occasions were more cheerful. A report of 12 Augrust 1812 desceribes the
laying ol the foundation stone of the Breakwater:

Two beats from every ship in Hamoaze nttended al the Admiral's stairs,
Mount Wise; and about noen the Commander in Chief.,, accompanied by all
the Captlains and Commanders of vessels in commission, rawed off in proces-
ston, with lags and sireamers fying, to the outer pact ol the Sound, The
Mayor and Corporation went thither also in procession. Towards one o'clock
the beats assembled vound the vessel that held the stone, and al the gignal
gun the stone was lowered Lo ils base, at the Western extremity of the
Breakwater. amid a rovul salute of cannon from the ships in Cawsand Bay,
Plvmouth Sound and Hamoaze. The beauty of the scene was heightened by
the fineness of the day; the prand open bosont of the Sound was erawded by
an immense number of pleasure hoats, culters, barges ote,

Onve of the most interesting aceounts of contemporary Plymuouth aceurs in the Letters
gection of the November 1810 edition. James Neild (1744-1814) was a skilled London
jeweller who devoted his leisure to trving to improve conditions in prisons and work-
Lotses throughout the conntey. He wifste an aeeount of his visitations 1o his liend Dy
J.C. Lettem who persnaded him to have them published in The Qentleman's Magazine
where they provided a considerable stimulus towards veform, One letter deseribes the
horrifying situation in the Plymonth Gaol which lay alongside, and partly beneath, the
Cegildhall. On the top Nome was the women's prison;

The wretched prisoners were put together in one of the rooms, although one
of them had & young child, another had the iteh, and the third said that the
straw of her bed (the only bedding Lhey are allowed) had not been changed in
seven months; it was, indeed, literally worn to dust.

The prisoners held 2 constant communication wilth the street; and by let-
ling down a hat or a canister, received the casual charity of passengers, in
meney ete,

The whole prison is dirty in the exlreme; the lowermost cells were filthy
beyond conception, with urine and excrement. "The gaolers live distant from
their charge to which they can hardly pay more than a divided attention,
whose effects are bul too clear. Here is no day-room, no courtyard; and the
Gaol is bul ill supplied with water. No firing.

The respectable Mayor of Plymouth politely accompanied me; and from
him I learned ‘that it was in conlemplation to build a New Prison’,

Howevor, it is & relief to know that all was not bad in Plymouth. In 1803 Neild had
undertaken a tour of workhouses in Devon and Cornwall, and his letter Lo Lettsom pub-
lished in the magazine’s July 1804 edition desceribed the hideous conditions in the
Bogmin workhouse, Neild had taken up the matter with the mayor, ‘1 represented the
cleanfiness, good order, health and cheerfulness, I had seen a week before in the work
house at Plymoulh Dock; and 1 sincerely wish the masters and mistresses of other
workhouses would pay this a visit, and ‘go and do likewise'.
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REVIEWS

Readers are advised that opinions expressed by reviewars are their vwn und nol neces-
sarily those of the Editor or of the Devon History Society as a whoele)

dohn Graves Simeoe, 1752 - 1806. A Biography. By Mary Beacnck Fryer and
Christopher Dracott, Dundurn Press, Toronte and Oxford. 297 pp. illus. and maps.
ISBN 1 - 55002 - 309 - 8. No price given.

John Graves Simcoe is remembered mosily today in Ontarto as the lirst Licutenant
Governov of Upper Canada, and in Devon as a landowner who built Wolterd Lodge and
chapel and developed a large estate in the Blackdowns. He was not. o Devonian and his
connection with the county steramed from his father’s friendship with i fillow naval
captain, later admiral, Samuel Graves of Hembury Fort House, who hecame his godfa-
ther and, childless, helped him in many ways, including linding him » suitably
endowed and affectionate wife. His own falther died whon John was three years old
and hiz mother moved with her two sons to Exeter, where the younger was drowied
in the river. John went from Exeter Grammar School to Bton whenee he was commiz-
stoned into the army in 1770, having rejected the alternalive of the law. Thereafter his
carcer fell into four successive phases, The fivst was as an army officer serving in
north America where he led successfully a battablion of the Queen’s Rangers, an irreg-
ular force raised lrom colonial Loyalists, during the Hevolutionary War. Wounded and
a prisoner he returned on parole in 1782 Lo start the seeand phase. Over the next eight
years he married, founded his estale al Wollord and sat brietly in the Commons as MP
tor the pocket borough of St Mawes, [n 1799 the third phase began with his appoint-
went as Licutenaot Governor of Upper Canada, arviving there the following year and
serving unlil the summer of 1795, Then came the tourth which was for his ambitions
disastrous. In early 1797 he wus senl to San Demingo to command the British military
farees there, which were assisting the French rovalists against the republican and
reveltad slaves, and ta act as a vivil governor He exceeded his instructions by embark-
ing on a caumpaign of his own devising, [t failed and he returned home on grounds of ill
health. The uathoritios were not pleased. However in 1798 the final phase of his pro-
fessional life opened when he was given the subordinate command responsible for the
defence of 'Mosl of Devonshice and Puet of Somerset’ against a possible French inva-
sion. This appeintment continued after the resumption of hostilities in 1803. Prometed
licutenant general. he was atfered the [ndian Command, bul before matters got very
far he went as 2 member of an urgent mission to Portugal, fell il and was senl home,
reaching Baeter where he dicd at the house of his friend, Archdeacon Moore, in the
Cathedral Close.

For the Devonshive reader the main interest of this hiography will lie in the second
and final phases of Stmeoe’s life: the acquisition and development of his east Devon
estittes and of his ergantsation of the forees, full and part time, in the county to resist a
Freach invasion. There are similarities in the measures then taken to those adopted in
E940 but sne problem which did not arise in that year was wha owned the dung created
by the hundreds of horses coneenbated in a small area for a review ar fickdday, Fhis
happened on Woodbury leading to a riw between Lord Rolle and Shincae and ultimate-
1y to o challenge from the formoer for a bare knuckle light which was refused. The chron-
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icle of Uhe growth of the Wolfurd estates has inuch Lo interest the local historian; most of
the oney was fram his wife but he laid iLout weil,

This vofume is the result of cu-operation between Mary Beacock Fryer in Canada
who had published bigreaphies of Simeoe’s wile and of his eldest son, and Christopher
Deacott in east Devon, As [ounder of what was later to be ealled Toronto, Simeoe is of
great historicad importance in that provinee Here he deserves to be better known and
this biography is the first full length study published this side of the Atlantic. He ts a
diflicull man to assess. An evangelical Anglican, he held strong moral views. He readily
becume inapatient af superiors wha did not act as he felt they should have done. That
he was not invaciably right was shawn by the San Domingo atfair when his apparenl
expectation (hat his failure would be averlooked was nat (ubfilled, (as was pointed out
also by Williarm Laws in Revon Historian 571 He had influential political friends but
the impression is given thal he was perhaps a little too quick both in rejecting offers
and in putting himseli forward for appointments. He was never knighted, which was
unusual for an officer of his final rank then and would be @0 even today. {t ig hinted that
he wanted a peerage and may have held out far ane at the cost of fesser honours. In the
end he was pllered, refused and then aceepted the appointment of C. in C. in India,
Before taking it up he woent as member of 2 mission to Portugal, was sent home sick
and died shortly after his return to England. T heatth was a constant problem.
Beadaches, asthma and bronchial difficultics were prabably accentuated by wounds in
the American war and by primitive living conditions tor much of his time in Canada.
How precarious his health had hecome was shown by the Laxie effects of the newly
pointed cabin in the ship taking hiw to Portugal. He died of lead poisoning, the others
sharing it survived. Hseems unlikely that he would have lasted a full term in India.

Wi arve indebted to the authers for introducing us so ably to this [ascinating and
eomplieated man. Perhaps their work will inspire further studies of differing aspects of
his carecy by students in this eountry.

Adrian Reed

A History of Axminster to 1810. By Geoffrey Chapman. TD. MA. 182 pp, 15 photos, 4
maps. Marwood Publications. Ford Farm, Wilmington, Honiton, Devon. EX14 9.JU.
{Established hy the late Edwin Haydon). [SBN 0 952 91492 1. £13.95.

This is an excellent history of a town with a notable past. Mr Chapman is the most
recent of a line of higtorians and chroniclers of Axminster, and his considerable achieve-
ment has been to ineorporate his predecessors’ seattered work into one readable and
entertaining whele, and to add his ewn significant regearches.

Those former writers on Axminster are worth remark. The [iest may be unigue. The

Axminster Book of Remembrance was compited by members of the Independent

Church there in 1887, to record, in heartfelt and appealing language. their sufferings
at a time of ferce religious persecution and their part in Monmouth's rebellion, Next in
time and very different is James Davidson, who retired to Axminster in 1820 and devot-
ed lorty years to eollecting material about its past, wrote three books on the locality,
now rare {pub.1830-50), and left innumerable unpublished notes on his researches,
More accessible is George Pulman’s famous Book of the Ave, nine hundred pages of ‘bis-
torical skelches of the whole of the Axe valley, its parishes, and ‘remarkable places’
{published 1875 veprinted 1975).

To add to all that, recently FHarold Fox has explained the complex history of the land-
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scape and agravtan history of the parvish of Axminster, Horry Dutfield has describod the
origing and success of the present Axminster carpel industry that he himself foundad,
and there are recent archuacological articles on the fragmentary remains ol the grewd
Cistercian abbey of Newenham, two miles from the town, and on the recent remarkable
local finds of a Roman ‘fort” and of the real Roman foundations of the voud from
Dorchester to Exeter, Mr Chapman has happily absorbed all of Uiese into his narrative,
a daunting task.

The bare bones of Axminster history can thus be stated: sited ot o river erossing clese
te a Koman road; a minster-chureh - the site of a royal burisl - frem as early as 755 ADD:
a ‘renpwned place’ in 81AD, the mecting place of a royal Council: the head manur of 4
Saxon hundred and a considerable place with dependent estates in Domesday Book.

By 1210 there was a weekly markel and an eight day midsummer tair and - probably
- economic growth, stimulated by the foundation of Newenham in 1248, Three centuries
later Newenham was no more - it is hard now to [ind a trace of it - and the manor and
much other land passed to Lord Petre, whose staunchly Catholic heirs still owned prop-
erty loeally until this century.

More than mosl towns Axminster was in the thick of the political conflicts of the sev-
enfeenth cenlury. Burnt twice by the Parlinmentary garrison of Lyme in 1644, it saw
both the enthusiastie passage of Monmouth through the town in 1685 and the hesitant
arrival of William of Orange in 1888 on his way to London. He stayed (wo nighis in Uhe
town, along with, somehow, the 1600 men of his army.

After 1688 there were no more wars or rumeurs of wars. By then the business ol
making a living and running the affairs of the town were the main concern of
Axminster folk. Unlike Honiton and Lyme, Axminster never becime i 'parliamentary
borough’ and sent MPs o Parlimment, and again unlike Lyme, never beeame an 'ineor-
porated borough’ with a mayor and corporation. It remained only a manor and » parish,
the first run by Lord Petre and the latter by the inhabitants. Charters of incorporation
and the right to send MPs were often obtained by local landowners using their influ-
ence in Parliament and at Court, but as a Catholic, Lord Petre was barred from
Parliament and probably from Court and this perhaps could do little for the town, This
may have been just as well, Honiton became a notorious rotten borough with grossly
corrupt elections and Lyme fell into the hands of a minule sell perpetuating corpora-
tien in the clutches of the Panes, the FHarls of Westmoreland. Axminster folk ran their
awn affairs under the supervision of the local Justices and Mr Chapman thinks they
did it pretly well.

The town had Lo be healthy and had ta have a waler supply and drainage and unusu-
ally in such a history Lhis endless subject is interestingly dealt with. Schools had to he
supported awd started, there had been one in the town asince probably the seventeenth
century. The parish constables had to be replaced by @ police foree with a police station.
All this had to be done by the Vestry - in effect a parish council unpaid and chosen by
ratepayery - its officiuls selecled by the JPs That it was as well done as il was is a trib-
ute to the local sense of public service. The Vestry also had to look after Lthe poor of the
town raising rates fov poar reliet and huilding workhouses. My Chapman believes that
the poor were well treated in Axminster. [Fsa this must be the exception that proves the
rule that workhouses and the like were hated by the poor. An episode guoted here for
18306 =hows thut on that aceasion Axminster was na exeeption.

Axminster folk tnade a living maostly by farming - lacgely for Lhe dairy - the fat mead-
ows and pastures of the Axe valley. They alsa catered for the coach trade. Four turn-
pikes met in Axminster and at one time sixteen coaches and many wagons passed
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through the town daily and filled Axminster's cighteen inos and public houses. A
notable survival of that ape is the Gearge [nn with its elegant assembly room.

Axininster had also made cloth from the soventeenth century and when thal was fail-
ing, one focal man of gevius Thumas Whitty, having seen a Turkish carpet on display in
Londan, adapted familiar clath making techniques to manafacture carpets. He made
the name of Asminster Bunaus. The story of how he and his family made the Grst carpet
themselves and of his fairly shovt lived enterprise {1755-18801 and its revival in 1937 is
well told here.

Such are the dey hanes of Axminster history, To put uppetising flesh on them the
reader must go to My Chapmans excellent and engaging boek and hear him, as the poet
says of another Chapman, ‘speak out foud aud bold'.

Robin Stanes

The Life and Times of William Veale Master Mariner 1791-1867 by Linda King.
Darimeuth Higtory Research Group Paper No.26. [Hustrated. 23pp. £3.00 from
Dartmouth Museum or Harbour Bookshop (£3.75 hy post). ISBN 1 898011 16 1.

The author came upon William Veale when researching ber tamily history. She found
that she had discovered an ancestor whose life wag well worth vecording. Yeale was
horn in Dartmouth, where his father Was a cabinet moker, and wout 1o sea as a four-
teen year okd apprentice in 1804, serving in the Irish and then i the Newfboundland
trades. In 1820 he became master of a convirted Muargale hoy oy a sealing voyage to
the South Atlantic. The ship was driven ashore on one of the Crozet Islands and the
crew had to live as best they could for nearly Lwo years on the scanty resources avall-
able. Rescued, after returning to Bogland he went on to gerve in the Australinn teacde,
first as a mate and then as a master [n 1832 he commanded a convict ship carrying
female prisoners - and some of their children - t Sydney. Later he had the more eon-
genial command of an emigrant ship, finally retiving from the Australinn trade and
from the sea in 1848, [n 1854 he and his wife were admilled to the Trinily Almstwuses
in Deptford where he died thirteen years Inter

I'he author has been (ortunate in that Veale's Lime on the Orazet Islands was written
up by one of his seamen and published as Goodridge’s Narrative in 1838, 16 went
through several editions and its popularity stemmed bath from ils deseriptions ot sur-
vival in a most unfriendly elimate and, appropriate for the times, the spivit of christian
feeling fov each other developed by constant biblical study. Fov hix vayage in conumanel
of the conviet ship Surrey his own papers survive as does the medical journal of the
ship’s surgeon. Taken together these have enabled the author o give an nkeresting
deseription of the lives of the 141 Irish women and their 1t childten on a four reanth
passape rom Uk te Sydney. One can understand the surgeon’s assertion that male
conviets gave less trouble!

William Vesle was marvied twice and his first child, a givl was given as one of hev
names Crozetle, perhaps rather as a mark of thanksgiving than as commemarating
place of happy memories. FHis eldest son followed his father’s profession and se perhaps
he wiay also he the subjeet of & biogrraphy. Thiz oue certainly maintains the high stan-
dard of the Davtmouth Studies. IL is well ilustrated and describes the life at sea of a
Westcounbry mariner with all its interest and perils ot a Lime before government inter-
vention in the lives and qualifications of seaunen and their officers had started to be
felt, It was also a time when wives had to reconeile themselves Lo separations from
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their hushands, sometimes of yoars, Most of them, like the two Mrs Veales, seem to
have accepted Uhis wilhout guestion busying themselves with housekeeping and Lheir
children, It would bz intoresting to read the diary of one of these necessarvily hardwork-
ing women, if any of them had the time or inelination to keep one!

Adrian Reed

The Old Devon Farmhouse. An illustrated study and catalogue of the Devon
Farmhouse Colleetion. (At Torquay Museumy. By Peter Brears, Bevon Dooks. 1998,
L60pp. ISBN 1 ROHL2 626 X Price £19.95.

No-one would anloratically or instinetively go to Torquay to sce or sludy the agriegl-
tural past. Yet Torguay Museum houses what is probably one of the best collections of
farm and furmhense materials in the county and indeed in the country. This is the
Laycock/Chope/IFiclden enllection, [t is far oo Hitie known and anly & small part can
ever he on display at a tirne, Mr Brears' exactly illustraled catalogue and book, with
nearly 1500 drawings nnd an execllent desaription of how the ()l!jéﬂt-‘i deseribed were
used, will go o long way o remedy this siluation, bul the collection needs to be seen to
be fully apneecinted.

Pavt of the impartance and interest of the colleclinn lies in when and how it was col-
leeted. [0 dates almast entively fraom well before the last war, before the time when the
tractor wits o cammon u=e (there are no tractors in the collection) and well before the
time when electricity and mains water weve, by and large, available on farms, when
farmers’ wives cooked in Lhe fireplace on the open hearth ar in a Bodley stove and heat-
ed water in a copper, and their husbands ploughed with horses and sowed, as ofton as
not, from a fiddle or a zillap. [t thus reflects the ond of o way of living and fworming
evolved over millennia of trial and crror, adapted to soil and climate and to the avail-
ahility of local materials and skills, It harks back to the age of thorse husbandry” when
much of the work of the farm and in the larmhouse was hand weork, still done with tools
locally evolved and locally made in workshop or smithy. Ploughing was with horses and
the only machinery comprised the yeaper and binder - velatively new - and the much
older threshing machine, [f is this world, now guite gone, that the collection reflects.

About two-Lhirds of the colleclion of the ¢. 1500 objects is domestic and the other thivd
agricultural. Much velates to Lhe hearth and demaenstrates remarkable ingenuity of
design to enable the farmer’s wife to beil, bake, roast, toast, or just ts heal foed on, or in,
or in frond of, an open hearth. Quite unfamiliar to this writer are the <ix lepped cats
{always on their feel) to support plates of different sizes at different heights in front of
the fire. Most remarkable of the agricultural objects is perhaps the complete set of
packhorse gear, saddle, gurry buts and crooks of varying sizes, colleeted rom Exmonr
perhaps a century ago,

The principal collector was Charles Layeock, the son and grandson of rich
Huddersfield solicitors. His family had moved to Devon in the 18904, Charles eventual-
Iy settled at 32 Cross Street, Movelonhampstead, where he boughl some braditional
buildings onee partt of the old manor house and farnished them so as to ereate the old
Devon farm kitchen and parlour. What he used to furnish this house was still in use or
nearly so; he said thal he had seen all the objects he eolleeted used, or bad spoken ty
follc who had used them. Fventually all this was feft Lo Torquay Museum, along with
further materials collected in the thirties by Mrs Mavjovie Fielden, and mach eaclier by
R.P. Chope and Paul Karkeek, both eminent Dovonshire historians at the turn of the
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century. Layenek left enough money to build a gallery at Torquay for al least a good rep-
resenlative display.

Be expressed a hope that one day his colicetion would be housed in a farmhouse and
court like the ones he lived in and described in his three articles in the Transactions of
the Droonshire Association (vols 52, 53 and 55) and c¢lsewhere. This seems unlikely to
happen, sadly, as such a display in such surroundings could not be matched, but the
next best thing - and better in some respects beeause all is entirely aceessible - is the
finety Hlustrated ‘catalogue raisonnee’ Mr Brears has produced, a labour of love for
sure. Devon Boeoks must be congratulated teo nn what must be a unique venture,

Robin Stanes

One thousand yvears of Sherford by Johin R Goodman. Published by the author, July
1994, 92p. iHus, £6.00 ISBN 0-9533903-0-6.

Having seen Group-Caplain Goodiman’s appearvance on television talking aboul Lhe
‘love of hig Life', the DH Mosquite, which he had flown with distinction in the Second
World War (he was awarded the DFC and Bar), I was surprised to be asked Lo review
his history of the litthe village of Sherford near Kingshridge. The same initiative which
had brought him guch n ('.ii-itinj_.{l.lished' service career had driven him to write the story
of the ancient Devon vitlage which has been his home for the past two decades. John
Goodman has protduced a faseinating and well-researched study and, using the same
principle, hag financed the handsome little production himself (all profits going Lo the
Parish Chareh of St. Martin which ho believes dates hack to very ancient timeg).

In about 1057 Countess Gytha gave ‘my lund at Shevford which is my dowry for the
sake of my soul and that of my Barl Godwin” to the Church of St. Olave in Exctor. This
was when the Bishop was Leofric. The events of the next thousand years follow. There is
social histary also. Tithes, craftamen and local charities are just three of the chapter
headings. There 1s one story about the Wesleyans which invelves a family I have known
all my life. [n 1880 a local preacher named Jolin Callavd from Kingsbridge sought the
burial of Sarah Pillage of Torquay in the Sherford churchyard ‘aceording to the rites
and ceremonics of the Wesleyan Methodists’. The Callards of South Devon stiil worship
us Methodists almoest 2 century and a half later.

Histovians in Devon ave hoping that every village iy the county will produce a hista-
1y to celebrate the new Millennium; this may he one of the first - and a model for all. [t
is the result of a very small group of ‘amatewrs’ {in the true sense) working together
with John Geodman as author, using modern technology to record and find ilems in the
parish records and on tombstones in the churchyard. All ave recorded on a computer
data-base. The quality of both presentation and typegraphy is cutstanding.

in November 1943 Sherford was vne of Lthe villages evacuated as part of the Skapton
Batile Area, the Old School House becoming the headquarlers of a US Army infantry
company. Shortly afler writing this review, | return Lo Normandy for the 55th
Anniversary of D-Day. Group-Captain Gondman eoncludes: ‘A memorial was placed in
the British War Cemetery at Bayeux. The inscription veads: “We who were ance con-
quered by William have now liberated his native land”, As fur as Sherford is concerned
the wheel has turned full cirele’,

Johin Pike

The History of Lioyd Maunder 1398-1998 s West Country Family Business, by
Henry Clarke and Hilary Binding. Holsgrove 1998 95pp. £14.95. [SBN 1 864114 000 7.

This book is the story of a remarkable Devonshire family, and the equally successful
combany that they formed one hundred years ago, and which 1s trading even mare prof-
itably today, Conditions in agriculture towards the end of the nineteenth contury were,
in many ways, similav to the economie situation that the agricultural industry finds
itsell in today. Here was one big difforence, both producers, and the shopkeepers who
sold their food at that time, were still trading on a very small seale. Leoking hack in vet-
rospect, it is easy to spot that the conditions were ideal for an entreprencur Le move in,
and to organise the collection, distribution and marketing of fwrm produce more offi-
etenrtly. The arrivad of the main line ratlway, and the construclion of a number of branch
lines meant thal villages thal were remote in the carly nineteenth century, were just a
few hours away from London by the end of the eentury, What is rather surprising is that
a number of Jocal farming fawilies theught of this at abaut exactly the same time.
Within 20 miles of Witheridge, where the Maunders started wading, the Culm Valley
Dairy Company was formed in Hemyock by the Farrants, Lutleys, Wides and Chists, in
Taunton the AJ. Baker firm was established; in Wiveliscombe the Langdons, at Tiverton
dunction both Harris’s and the ‘Duchess of Devenshive' traded, and in Hemyock again,
Altred Wide and company. Today only Lloyd Muaumder continues to flourish,

Histovians will be interested in the cireumstances that cansed, ar allowed such busi-
nesses Lo start trading. This book is very useful, for it traces the family and its varions
business activities, through some thirty years before Lloyd Maunder started business.
The family tree is there, warts and all, and Lells how the Partridges, Flworthys and
Miundors atl intermarried over two generations, and later FJ. Maunder produced nine
children, of whom Lloyd was one, An examination of the businesses listed nbove shows
some common features in theiv fumily backgrounds, Obviously they were farmoers, as a
result of thelr expertise, ar by careful marriages, or hoth, they had visen to beeome yun-
man farmers, they had become involved in loeal parish atfairs and weve invariably both
liberal politically and noneconformist by religious denomination. Most were very inter-
ested in aducation, for example Frederick's wife is quoted as saying thal she was 'a firm
believer in education as the sverct of worldly success and personal solace’, Throughout
the book theve is frequent mention ol Lloyd Maunder's association with the Sainsbury
business, Perhaps this book should be read in conjunction with a similar vohume, pub-
lished to commemorate Sainsbury's 125th anniversary in 1994, which cantains a num-
ber of references Lo Llovil Maunder. Both companies kept their tradiog identities secret,
and almost used a code - as an example Lloyd Maundor called the contract between the
two firms ‘AT, whilst Sainsbury’s advertised food from Llovd Maunder's as ‘products
from our own farms’,

Theve ave very few factual mistakes in the book. Oue. presumably beeause the
authors did not trace a guoted text Lo its original spurce, states that the partners of the
Culm Valley Daivy Company dissolved afler three years. T have in my pussession a
plague commemarating theiv twenty years of partnership in 1808, On page 42 mention
s made of hampers of poultry heing despatcehed by vail, each containing 30 dozen,
which must have weighed al lezst half a ton!

This is a well written book, charting the progress of an important company. There
may be lissons that could be learut, and followed, by present day small farmers in
Devon. Brian Clist
[ "The Best Butter in the World - A History of Samsbuey’s” Hridges Williams, Bdbury Pross, 1994
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Clearbrook: the story of a Dartmoor bamlet by Pauline Hemery Nevon Books,
1998, 112pp. Hlustrated. Paperback, price not given, ISBN 1 35522 630 9.

During the last four years of his life Eric Hemery produced five hardback books on
Dartmoor. totalling nearly 2000 pages, but evidently withoul exhausting the subject, as
his widnw has now produced a very well ilustrated account of the meorkand humlel tu
which they moved in 1975, Whili: 1 am suve that a majority of subseribers, mast of them
locals, whose names take up four pages will be very pleased wilh their purchase, Lam
less sure of its appeal to a more historically-minded readership from further afield,
with some 4} per cenl of the pages dealing with the period since the Second World War.

I admit to feeling ambivalent abowut the large amount of space given o an account of
who has been living where, and there are times when L leel that the best place for such
detail is in a time capsule, but then again anvone who wishes Lo know who was living
where, will require the materials Lo be move aceessible, [ had hoped to learn more of the
varly years of the hamlet; to he told that it ‘'may have existed for less than two hundred
years' seems ralher vague, The terrace of some twoelve houses which formed the core of
the cammunity appears to have been an early Vielorian greenfield developmant, but
while the baptisimal register for that period has been scarched the only census veferred
to is thal for 1893, This seems odd, given that those for 1851 and 1881 have been
indexed for Devon and erve Lhevefore easiest to use, Being in the fortunate position of
having access to the former on CD-Rdm it was literally the work of minutes for me to
find ten cottages, all but two of which were then seeupied by tin miners. Presumably
the subseguent censuses would enable the decline of the nearby mine Lo be traced.

1 found the chapler dealing with the years from 1820 to 1845 to be Lthe most enjoy-
able, belore the hamlet had become virtually a dormitory for Plymouth, with Mrs
Hemery sympathetically evoking a period when one could tell the time by Lhe trains -
indead part of the world we have lost!

Tony Collings

The History of the Castle Hotel Dartmouth by Huy Freeman. Dartmouth History
Research Group Paper No. 25, Hlustrated 44pp. Paperback available from Dartmouth
Museum, The Butierwalk, Dartmouth, Q8 8PZ and Harbour Bookshop, 12 IFairtax
Place, Darvtmouth, TQS 9ALL, £3.00 plus 75p to cover p. and p. ISBN 1 898011 15 3,

This is an enlarged edition of the Research Group's Paper No. 14, oviginally published
in 1995, occasioned by the cincrgence of new materials, which has allowed it to be
increased from 32 o 44 pages, with the inclugion of five move ilfusirations, now repro-
duced to a much higher standard, together with the provision of a glossy cover,

The new material has provided the opportunity to re-write the section on the
Revolutienary and Nupaleonic Wars, which now includes extracts from a particularly
detailed inventory, room by room, of the Castle Inn, as it then was, along with the
description of the landlady which the Reverend John Swete confided to his diacy, so
that one’s mental pictare of the ambience experienced by the clientele of the period is
conxiderably enhanced.

[ could not help but ootice that the tmproved standard of the ilustrations was not
matched by the text, which vetains its very much home-made appearance, with two
spaces after most commas, as well as after full stops, so thal, when the text wraps
around #t one of those spaces, either that line ends with 4 space or the next line stavts
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with ene. This [ lound distracting and adl the more noliceahls piven Lhal the very firsi
paper in the series, being a straight veprint from The Doven Historian No. 31 had a
much more prolessional appearance.

Nevertheless, ane hopes this cdition will have a wider civeufation than its predeces-
sor, perhaps even extending to the present propristors, and perhaps even persuading
them to amend the inacewrate account of the buikling’s antiquity currently displayed
un its frontage,

Loy Collings

OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

The Totnes Historian

Tolnes Museum Socisty has embarked upon the publication of an annual journal,
under the honorary editorship of Bub Mann. {ssue No 1 of The Toines Historian
appeared in Oclober 1998, sponsored by Harberlon Art Workshop, and is available free
to members and on sale at Totnes Museum (price nol given),

OF 20 Ab pages the opening editian, besides carrying reports reluting Lo activities and
the Muscum, includes articles on “The First Totnes Histarians” (by Bob Mann), *the
Lepers of Totnes” (Kristin Saunders) and “Totnes Traffie Problems - 1803 (Jim Fyrthi,
We wish all succoss to the new venture.

Yelverton & District Loeal History Sacicty Newsletter No. 16, 1999

Yalverton's Newsleller continues to offer a wealth of interesting information to mem-
bers of the Sociely, to whom il ts available for LL50, and to non-members for whom the
cust i £2.00. The 1999 issue, fullowing established A5 Tormat with card covers, conlains
36 internal pages. Of particular note is a conlribution by Tomn Greeves on Great
Roughtor Mine. Sheepstor, and an account by Alan Rowe of new evidence revealed by
his and others” research of former settlemoents and cultivations on Buckland Down.
{her pages carey a diversity of subjects, Details trom Preasucer/Membership Seeretary
Peler Laxton, 4 The Coach House, Grenolen, Tavistock.
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NEWS FROM LOCAL SOCIETIES

The Widecomhbe and District Loeal History Group has an attractive list of talks,
mainly on Davlinoor subjeels, planned for the coming swinter. They inelude Paul Rendell
16 Octobor) on ancient trackways, Ted Fiuch (1 December) on Dartmoor and its treas-
ures, Peter Wakeham (6 January) on Man's influence on the Dartmooe landseape, and
Brian Maddock (2 February) on Darlmeor under pressare - itg sites and sounds,
Meetings ave held at the Chureh Touse, Widecombe, on the first Wednesday of cach
month at 7.30 p.m. Donations of £1 appreciated. Delails from Hon Sec Anthony Beard,
01364 621248,

Clayhidon Loceal History Group came into being in June 1983, Chatrman Ken
Wakeling writes: A programmme of branscribing parish records and collecting documents,
photographs and modern records has been maintained up to the present day. Monghly
weelings have been a feature of the group's aetivitios, coupled with outings Lo places of
historical interest. An annual 3 dav exhibition in the parish church {1999 we take a
breaks and publication of a monthly newsletlor rounds off the general activities of thiy
group. The wealth of material acquired has vesulted in an oflice being set up in a mem-
ber'’s house with the inevitable numerous filing eabinets, and has become a mini record
olfice. We have very recenlly become aflilinted to the Devon History Soctety and already
have received speedy help when 1L wag asked for,

As the Millennium approached the most logical way forward was to use this accumu-
lated matevial and attemnpt for the very fiest time a history of Clayhidon. It was decided
this should be a group coffort with merbers researching and writing chapters on their
chosen subjects. As this idea was fermoenting in our minds we became aware Lhat fund-
ing might be avatlable from an unexpected source, Clayhidon forms parvt of the
Blackdown Hills which eover n large area of Devon and Somerset and has been made
an Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty, A Project Office for the Blackdown Hills has
been sel up and to that oflice an offer was made by the Loval Flevitage Lotlery Fund to
support villages within the area to set up Parish Chest projects. As this was Lo be a piot
scheme, time was of the essence. The history group applied (or funding to publish a his-
tory of Clayhidon and were included in an umbrella bid covering six pavish projects co-
ordinated by the Blackdown Hills Project. In addition it was proposed that from these
differend projects material would be drawn to cveate a modern version of the Parish
Chest. This would take the (orm of a World Wide Web page. The bid to the Local
Hevilage scheme was successful. Again the time factor came into the reckoning as the
money had to be gpent by mid summer 1998, which meant there was no time for com-
placency and deadlines must bo met or hey presto - no money.

The web site has now been established. Project Cosmic, of Ottery St Mary, were the
[T specialists who translated the information inle web pages. It took three visits Lo
Clayhidon where a huge quanlity of documents and photographs were scanned. Five
members of the history group have been trained by Project Cosmic to take over the run-
ning of the Clavhidon site so thal we ave able to build on and amend the site as necos-
sary, [t has also been proposed that a CD-ROM be produced which will be distributed to
kew aceess points which will inelude the Devon Record Oilice.

The web site can be accessed via the following addreas code:
hitpiwwwblackdown-hills.net/parishchests
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Clayhidon A Parish on the Blackdowns published by Clayhiden Local History Group
on 6 Augusl 1999 will be available from the C.L.H.G. Office, The Otd Rectory,
Clayhidon, Cullompton, Devon EX15 37T priced £6, or £7 including posbape.

HISTORIES FOR THE MILLENNIUM

[an Maxted, Local Studies Librarian, reminds that volunteers are still sotghl to help
with the project to produce parish histories. (For details see DH 581, Copies of the Open
University leaflet ean be obtained from OSFACHL, (mm leaflets), Paculty of Social
Sciences, Open University, Milton Keynes, MKT 8AA.

DEVON TITHE INDEX PROJECT

A project to index the Devon Tithe Apportionments has been launched by the Friends of
Devon's Avchives. The group, formed last year, is to produce two indexes - ane of which
will be arranged in alphabelical order of parish, giving ownership details, the names of
holdings and their acreage; the other index will be generated from the same dala, but
will be in alphabetical order ol personal name of the owners or aceupicrs of the proper-
ties. The project is being undeviaken by volunteer members of the Friends. The final
produet will enable rescarchers to find, at a glance, the parishes in which landowners
held property, delails about land tenure, size of holdings, ete., for the whole county.
without having to consult each Appertionment (numbering over 470 in totall), [F you
require more information about this project and/or Friends of Devon's Archives, ploase
contact the secretary - Michael Sampson, 7 Merryside, Witheridge, Tiverion, Devon
EX16 8AW.

GROUP TICKETS AT THE DEVON RECORD OFFICE

Sinee the Devon Record Office introduced admission charges in 1981, iransferable
group tickets have been issued on request to loeal history societies for use by members
carrying out research on behalf of those socielies. More recently this facility has been
extended in a special way Lo socteties aftiliated to the Devon History Society.

Each year the IDHS pays a lump sum to the Record Office Lo cover group membership
for all local history societies who pay the annual sffiliation fee. A ticket can be issued on
the [irst oceasion when 2 member of an affilinted socieby visits the scarchroom in either
[ixeter or Barnstaple (there is no need Lo apply in writing), and additional members ean
have Lheir names added to the ticket when they visit. All that is needed is evidence of
membership of the particular society. An up-to-date list of affiliated socicties is kept in
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