





DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

Current and baek ixsues of Phe Devon Historian fexcept. for numbers 7, 11, 15, 16 and
23) can he obtaired from Mes S 3tivling, Devon & Exeter Institg tion, 7 The Close,
fizeter BXT LEZ. iNwinher 22, whicl s avaitable. wos not a ‘mormal’ insue. but was
tolally devoted to being our first Bibliography), Copies up to and including No 36 ave
priced at 82, posl free, and from No 37 aneaeeds £ Alse avaitable posst free are Jiudex to
The Devon Historion Hor ssues 1150 L6-00 and 31453, and Devon Bibliographv (1980,
PR 1982, 1983 and 1984 all £1 each. Biblographics for more recent, veuars ore avail-
able from Devon Library Services. l

The Vice-Chairman, Mr John Pike, 82 Hawkins Avenue, Chelston, Torquay TQ2 888,
would be rlad to acguire copies of Lhe out-of-slock numbers of The Doven Historian list-
od above,

NOTE FOR CONTRIBUTORS
Articles are welcomed by the Hon. Bditor to be considered for publication in The Deven
Historten. Generally the length should not exceed 2,000 - 2,500 words i plus nates aued
puszible ilustrations), although much Shorter pieces of suitable substanee may also he
aceeptable, as are items of information concerning muscime, local societies wnd prinrbic.
wlar projpeets being undertaken,

To assdst the work of the Bditor and the printers please ensure that cantributions aee
clearly vpowritien, on one side of the paper oaly, with double spacing and adeguake
meargins, snd also as B s possible, that the Journals style is followed on such mattors
e the vestrained use of capital letlers, initial single rather than double inverted cam-
mias, the writing of the date thus e Ulaly 1999, ete.

DEVON BOOK OF THE YEAR

Two awards were made at the Devan History Society’s AGM on 7 November 1998, fol-
Jewwings the vare, one B countywide volume, and Lhe other for o loeal study. The coun-
bywide award was wan by Tudd CGrea's edition of the manuscript diaries of John Swete,
Tricevls in Georgian Devon 17891500, published by Devon Books, The foeal study
award was gained by The el wills end inventories, compited by Ufealme Archivie
Group under the editorship of Peter Weatt, published by Devon and Cernwall Recind
Society. The winners were presented with cerlificates sigrned by DHS President Dr
Harokd Fox. The award 1= a joint initiation between the local studies seetion of Deven
Library Services and the Devon [listory Svcivty to encourage the production of gomd
quality tocal history writing in Devan,

Edwin Scott Haydon, O.B.E. (1921-1998)

Wo sadly repert the death of Bdwin Haydon, who acted, and most efficiently, as the
Society's Hlon, Freasurer sinee 1993, His frst academtic eareer culminated inoa Lst elagss
henours depese o Classics rom the University College of Reading in 1942, Aftor the
wir, 10 which he saw ackive servies, he joined the Provincial Administration of the
Lganda Protectarate and while in that eountry he married, raising funds for this by
selling three clephants which he had taken in the bush. He was called to the 13ar in
1943 ind hetween 1960 and 1971 served in the Hong Kong Judiciary, latterly as
Kepistrar of the Supreme Court, He ended his legal eareer on the Western Cirenit
{L97 1-810 Hlis academic turn of mind ted him to publish Law and Justice in Bugonde
{19600 and several papers on customary law in Hong Kong,

Edwin Haydons last home was 2 small east Devon farm and once setlod there he
applied his precise, investigative, fegal mind to the study of the locality's history, A Hoo
of papers followed and the vesearch culminaled in two books: Secular and Divine
(1997), u comprehensive bistory of Widworthy and the widely prajsed Widieorthy
Manorial Court Rolls 1453- 1817 (also 1997, with John Harrop).

While Edwin Haydor's worlk on Widworthy was in its final stages he devided upon a
second acndemic earcer and s bepan post-gradunte studivs i the Departmont of
Fnglish Local History at Leieester University in order to fovestigate the medieval
social and economic history of small towns in enst. Devon. Thues was the University’s
Higher Degrees Office sliphUy besused when it reccived an application form in which
a treatise on Bugandan law was ubmitted as o qualificution by an intending studend of
English medieval urban history, Interpreting the souvces came quile naturally to him:
the Latin was no problem to the elassicnd schola af 1942 while the contents of his doc-
aments, court volls for the most part, faseinaded the expert in Hiigation. No cost was
apared: when T teld bim Lthat the miceatilms which he needed from the RR.O would
come bo several hundreed pounds, he veplied by saying that he would sell oft o fow steers
(nol elephants this timed from his farm.

Bdwin had a natwral, old-fshioned charn which delishted all whio knew bim and is
said to have worked well with a certadn aeeliivist kaown for lack of co-operation. A wide-
Iy educated man with a broad expertence of life, many interests and, above all, an imp-
ish sense of humour, he wis always excetlent company. He will be sadly missed in the
miy civcles in which he moved, by his wife Sue (dauvghter of the east Devon hislortan
WM. Wilkint and by four daughters of whom he was very proud.

iz service took place in the parish church of St Cuthbert, Widworthy, a tiny aiste-
less stracture which could only just contain the large congregation. The commitial, ont-
sighe, was in a very private spot, in view of no habitation {(for this i< an iselated church,
oxeept fur the barton), under the murmuring of the late summer troes, ind surrounded
by Ll furmlaod of the parish whose history he had made his own.

Harofd Fox



COUNTY CORONERS AND COUNTY MAGISTRATES [N
DEVON IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

CoHLEHE Glasgow

The puepose of this paper is Lo focus on the conflict between the Coundy Magistrates

and the County Coroners in Devon in the pincteenth condury, The conflict avese out of

the paymoent of the Ladler’s (ees for holding inguests and thedr expenses including med-
leal fees, withesses” lees, and mideage s the soowe bad W be asthorised for puyment by
the County Magistrates, Aldention will be pakd ondy L the Devon County Coroners -
there were six of them - and notl to Lthe Borough Coroners appointed by the Town
Couneid under the provisions of the Municipul Corporations Act of 1835 or to Franchise
Covoners appointed in the way preseribed by the ehavter which created the franchise,
usually the Lovd of the Manor beenuse neilher Borough Coronees nor Franchise
Cuoroners were paid by the County Cauncil unless their jurisdictions contributed to the
Couney Hates, The conflict did therefure nol apply to them,

The late Str Willlam Holdswartly velerred Lo the Justices oF Lhe Peace as the ‘rulers of

the counly™, They wore ‘the mast distinetively Bnghsh part of all our governmental
organisations™ and amedern Americtn schodar hayg written of them that ‘neither {he
centead wovernmend nor parliunent okl them what o do, closely supervised their activ-
iy ar even crerred that they acted at allh As a body Lhey were appointed by the Lord
Lieateuant ab the County vether than clected, in contrast to the County Coroners who
were elected by the frecholders ol the whole county or by the frecholders of the distriet
i respect ol whic the Coroner was Lo have jurisdiction. The Justices of Lhe Peace were
thuvefure nol subject to the eaprices aof an electorate. Tt was apparent thatl they wielded
enermes power According to Swdney and Beabrice Webb they were dominated by the
Torv-Anglivan landed gentry and thede elosely allicd upportess. the Anglican clergy
and this predominance ol the Linded gentey and the Anglican clergy prevailed untid the
FSS0s™ cubioet o the Bt that duseeialisaiion changed in o dramatic way the con-
ttients of the County Mugnsteates o the narth of Eugland. [t did not, however, aflect
Fhe position in e county of Devon where the oames of long-estabhished landed fami-
les Tike the UCareys, Coortenays, Crenvitles, Woabetshs, Tremaines and Forteseues reoe-
curred Lme el time agadn. Foblowing an Act of 1751 lor giving proper rewards to coro-
ners e the exeention of Ui ol ce™ 1 was ineumbent wpon the magisteates to autho-
rise payiment outl of the Conrdy Rates of the fees onalt expenses of the Coanty Coroners
for the bidding of tnguests, The e was e st of 208, (or every ingaisition duly taken
and for travellng expenses, tie sum of Bd. per mile (one way oulv? o be paid out ol the
County Bates v in aeldition the coroners were to be paid wheve applicable the fee af
5=, el band dhowen under the Act ol 14877 being the fee upon the view of the body
slabend the goods and chattels of him that is the sluyer and murvderer (e huve ooy
goors” The difficulty was owever, that payment was to be dependent on the approval
of the justices in Quarter Sessions and the Dovon justices were among the first (o cut
down the burden on the County Rales by disputing as to whether or not the inguest
was ‘duly held’. The County Coroners had frequently to wait for payment or fnwd their
hills reduced or threwn out. On 16 Februavy 1780 Thomas Reynoelds, one of the County
Coroners, wrote to the Clerk of the Peace that he Swas so much distressed not vet o
huwve received my salary frow government” and in the following year together with the
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ather two County Coroners, Samuel Bremeidge and William Colfin, e petitioned: “to
represent the hardships they labour under to wait Tong for {the settling of their
accounts.™ An anomualows situation hud terefore arisen as a noneelecled body - the
County Magistrates were appointed by thot Tudor ereation. the Lord Lievlenancy of
the County eombining great panache with wtitity and responsibility” - could exercise
considerable control over the Counly Caroners who were elected by the frecholders and
could in eflect tndlucnes thew as Lo whoellier or nol an inguest should be held, In faet,
they wore soeking to exerciee aomeasaee ol conlrod not anty over the Countly Coroners
whe represented Lwa thirds of the tatal number of corners ' but alse over the jurors.
The inquest was e people's courl, Both the Coroner and Lhe jurors, as o vesult of the
Act of 175 ) Swore essentialty plueed under the diveetion of the local henches of justices™
although, o Lheory, Lhe Coroner was ta be the judge of the propriety of holding an
inguest, e decided wheLher ar ool to hald an ingeest and pol the justices, bul having
said that the people’s udse and the people’s anwet wore in danger of being influenced
cven il controted by o noneelected bady, namely the Cownty Maogistrates,

The Deven County Coroners during the nineteenth century were almosl entirely
Lawyers s late ax IR38 ondy four of the barough coraners were medical mer)' aned
there wore few conlested eleciions - only one ut the Grst quarcter of the century, namely
Joseph Ceibble nn 3 May 116 with one undeed vides polled aned lageing a few bours ™
There was ltte inferest show s in Ehe clection, The niber {en elections were uneontest-
od M There were six districts in the connty - Flontien, Crediton, Barstaple,
Okehampton, Stoke Dimerel and Totnes: In 1837 the six covoners were Allan Belficld
Bone, Joseph Gribble, Foaden Villnek, BOHD Aberdeen, Thonuas Coprey and James
Trtridee. All had been clected by Uwe Trecholders at g special county court, but only
Joseph Gribble had been the subject of a contested election

The Counly Coroners were paid by way of fees and in addition milcage and expenses,
They submiticd hils ot each Quarler Seagion and the bills had to be passed fr pay-
ment by the County Magistrates, Such bills were oceasionally inacenrade arithmetical-
ly. For example, the bill of Ared Drake!®, Coroner for Barnstaple district, covered the
inguests on James Moy, 24 Februacy 1844, William Hussell, 20 April 1844, Henvy
Cibhs, 7 June 1844 and Susan Crang, 15 Jualy 1844, The total of £10, 1584 heing
£1.68s. 5% per inguest plus 8s, paid Lo Constable and jury is shown as €7.15.2d. [L is
siyenedd: settled” Abfred Drake, Sth August. 1844 1t may be significant that the word iz
wottled nolpaid’. Other coroners bills are murked 'paid’ or ‘received’

Deveitt tagisirates sought to exercise controd over the County Coroners, st as to the
payutent al tees, secondly forbidding conatables to report deaths Lo the County Coroners
ur Lo servee his summonses' ™ and Lhirdly as to the payment of expenses. The latter had
increased asa result of the Attendanee and Remuncration of Medicad Witnesses Act of
1506 which gave the Coroner power Lo order a medical practitioner to abtemd an inguest
ancd to perform an aulopsy, This added fuel to the conflict between the County
Mugistrates and Lhe Cownty Coroners in mineteenth century Devan, For example, payv-
ments made Lo the Devon County Coroners had inereased from £428.8:.2d. in 1830 to
PGSR His 2 in 1844, In consequenee, in that vear the Court of Quarler Sesstons for
Lhe County of Devon passed a resobution that no expenses would be allowed lor any
inguests where o vordiet of death from natural eanges was recorded. The Courd used
the ward "expenses’ and nob fees”, They communicated thelr determination Lo the parish
uliicers and constables of the county. [n one instance, Richard Bremridige (1803-1878),
frrekittive of the Samuel Bremridge who was one of the petitioners to the Clerk ot the
Peact: on U Janaary VY81 held an inguest on a man found dead in o barn wiw had nat
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been seen since the previous dav. The verdict was natuenl couses, The wikgistrates
refused to pay the Coroner’s fee, Applivation wus made by the Coroner e the Queen's
Beneh Division and a mandamas was issued to the justices o show why they disal-
lowed the fee. The case was argued by Sir Fitzmy Keby on thue part of the Coroner. The
Court made the vule absolute and ordered the justices to make 4 return g the man-
damus on the basis that the matler woulil be considored further an thiat vetuen. The
Devon justices did not make a veturn although they paid the fees!? Unfortunately
there is no proper report of the ease known s B o Dieven . s it is belicved to be the
ouly suecessful applieation by a coroner against the refusal of the County Maogistentes
to allow the expenses at an inguest™ (Lhe noles on the case 1001371 and 7 LD 0.5
228 are not comprehensive onough Lo be vonstrued as o correct Lranseript), Lord
Campbell CJ in B, v ol of Gloucestershive 7.8, C & BROS 1 June 1857 said in eflest
that the justices were the fudge of whethor or not an iviquest was duly talien’, The covn-
ner in the ease of R v Devcon J.J, Richard Bremvidge, who was a member of the
Coroners’ Society of Bngland and Wales (which had only that year been Gounded) and
who was a praciising solicilor, was in the same year elected MP lor Barnstaple, becom-
ing the second covaner to become an M1 holding Lhe position from 1847-52 and again
from 1863-65 his re-clection on 8 July 1832 having been declared vold. ™ The other covo-
ner was Thomas Wakley who had been cleeted Coroner for West, Middlesex by the free-
holders on 25 February 1838 whilst MI? for Finsbury {1832-52). Both MPs were con-
cerned a5 to the payment of coroners afuil the attitude of the County Magistrates to the
same. They were not alone in such concern. fn 1846 Sir James Graham, the Seerctary of
State for the Home Department, hod in the House of Commons veferred, inter affa, Lo
‘the magistrates of the County of Devan [having| even gone to the length of coming te a
resolution not to pay the cost of any Coroners inquest where the verdict was ‘died by
visitation of Goel." This vezolution haz had a most injurious elfect. in preventing inguests
in many cases where they aught ro have been bold” " With the above no doubt in mind,
Richard Brewridge and Thomas Wakley, at o mecting ot the Coroners’ Society of
Fngeland aned Wales w avelt 18540, agreed to use thetr influence with the Chaneclor of
bhe Exchogquer fur a Bill Lo be tatrodoeed into Parlizment providing for the payment of
caroners by way of a salavy as inolber judictal positions - the Bill to be enditled: ‘A Bil
tor aholishing the fees paid Lo coraners and providing payment of eoroners by
saluries’ #U It did not pass the House of Commons, It had to wait until the Act Lo amend
the Law relating Lo the "Election Duties and Payment of Coreners’ of 28 August 1860, In
thix connection sume County Coroners lamented the inactivity of, and lack of support
from. the Coraners’ Society of Bagland and Wales - one wrote that he was eonvineed
that it veas ‘o longer o working machine’ and send a letter of complaint to every coro-
ner“ The society had been fmed ta safeguard the interests of the coroners in particu-
lar with reyord to Lhe County Magistrates but it did net achieve universal support.

fn Bairness to the Devon magistrates there was another side to the dispute. The
repert at the Devon Baster Sessions 1345 said that in the previous vear the sums paid
to the Connty Coreners amotnted o £33, 15a2d. and 522 inquests had been held.
Reference was made to the ndgement of Lord Denman in B, v Gread Westorn Roifuwey
Compuny 118421 83 0 B 333 The voport wont on fo gay that i1 was nol possible o
ascertain how many inquests held during the year had been llegal as only threo of the
six County Coroners speciliod a verdiet or eause of death. [n 222 eases spoecifind hy
these theee covoniers, there were 67 cases i which the verdict was naturid desth or by
the visitation of CGiod. The report further stated that it would seem Ut where the qury
returned sueh a verdict the expenses ought 1ot to Do allowed and Uat it wouled seem
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from the judgement of Lord Denman that it was the duaty of e coroner to make some
inquiries before he summoned a jury. The justices were ol Lo pass the expense of any
inguest where the verdiel is nataral death or visitation of God tnless reasons are
shown them that suspietons faivly arese thad such deaths were not nutweat, The justices
coneluded that H was important nol W allow the expense of an inguest undess the ver-
dict was attached to i A study of the Corouer™s Aceounts of Mr Whileford in respoect of
69 mnguoests for the County of Devon Bor the period from Baster Sesstons 1815 (o the fol-
fowing Michaelmas Sessiong shows ondy three inquests wheve verdiets were attached,
The remainder would be construed by preseat day coronees to come within the category
af o narrative verdwt. ™

The Devon justices exercised vigaorous contral nond cancurred with the opinion of the
Midedlesex justices Uhat the discontinuane: of the systom of supervision would speedily
be followed by a vise i the chacges e nguosts”. The suos pakd 1o the Devon County
Coroners in the peviod LSS (o 1850 swere as Tollows: 1845, £1444. 35, 11d., 1846,
LT 8 bd, L8ET ) CHADA S, LHAR, THEOT Fs 10d., 1889, CLOE3. 7 10d. and 1850,
LI s Witk vogrard to conearrent erimingl jurisdiction®! the committee statod
that when justices Lave Jurisdiction an investigaina by the coroner was unnocessary.
Indeed. ey wenl further They statods Your connmittee would observe that Justices
have jurisdiction b inguire into the cawse of death when some person is acensed: but,
there scems neorenson why their autbieity should oot be extended Lo all cases cog-
nisant by Coroner; and Uiey Lherelire tuals that, iF <uel athoriy woere given the
office of Coroner might be abolishod ™ T was ta this end that prominent, coraners like
Richard Brenmridee wore seokimg to promode prvate Bidls ot Pacliament to make the
position of Corener o sidaeicd one independent of any control by the County
Magistratos

An examination of the Retarn From the Clioks ol the Peace for ithe counties in respect.
ol iuguests hobd between 29 Septembor T8 and 25 Septewber BSA9 does show that =o
far oz the County o Devony was conctrned the nombier of cases whete foes were disal-
lowed was greatest m 1850 o Lhe snudlest number of inguests helid (o the ensuing 10
veqrs the jl..isl.iL‘L’H were ol severs - the nomber of inguests vired only slighitdy but he
number of cases whore the fees weve dizolowed decreased ™

Year Bnded No of bupuests  No. where fees Amount Paid
2% September. - Held disallowed
L850} 175 22 Lo0G, s 1 1d
E851 C242 i EHR0, 2a, 2.
1852 241 11 EDR7T. Tx. 2d.
1855 S 3 L1248, T7s Od.
1854 238 2 £8985. 15s, 9d.
1854 241 1 £986, 12= 11d.
1550 224 L 027, 3. 6d.
{RAT 2G5 8 L1066, (9. 4d
{84 230 - CO0d, 173s, 10,
15364 228 2 ELEEL 2a 0d.

The Dhevon magistrales were zealous in their duties so far as the County Coroners’
acconnts were concerned, atbeil when dealing with the corpners’ expenses Lhey appear
to have ad oo vigld basig for ealeulations of travelling oxpenses. The return made by
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the Clerk of the Peace for Devon in respeet of the years 1840, 1841 and 1842 gives miles
teavelled by all the County Coroners as 10,034 miles, 10,820 miles and L4358 miles,
but three of the coroners charged the wileage frem their residence Lo where the inguest
was held and three charged the mileage only from incquest to inquest, There was there-
fore no consislency in the way in which the travelling expense were caleulated. Tn the
adjoining county of Cornwadl the praclice was to charge from ingquest Lo ingquest. [t is
surprising thal there was no uniformily bearing in mind the decision of the Queen'’s
Bench in K. v the Justices of Warwieh in 18265 B & O 430

[l ks however apparent thal there was o genuine coneern by the Devon magistracy to
exorcise control over the County Coroners with a view Lo proteciing the County Rates
by Hmiting the number of inquests - they could not dictate to the County Coroners as to
whether or not to hold an inguest but they could influence such a deeision - by cheeking
coroiters’ bills and expenses botl in lerms of expenses of medical witnesses and travel-
Hog expenses. Tt is significant that the dMiddlesex Justive of the Pence: Beport of the
Selecl Comumitles appointed at the Michaslimas Segsious 1850, which was sent Lo the
Clovk of the Peace for each county in England and Wales, was only acknowledged with
thanks by the Counly of Devon™ It is very interesting that Resolution U in the Repord
of the Court of Quarter Sessions lor the County, presentod to the Midsummer Sessions
1851, resolved that © the thanks of this court be given to the Middlesex justices for the
copy of the report sent to them and Lhat a copy of this report be sent to them in return.
it would therefore appear that there was marked affinity between the two County mag-
istracies atlhough it should perhaps be mentioned that the magistrates of the counties
of Durham, Gloucester, Kent, the West Riding of Yorkshive and Glamorgan all disal-
lewed fees on numerous coroners’ inguests in the 185308 and In some instances wove (re-
quently than those of Devon and Middlesex 2

[t was the County Coroners Act 1860 that largely ended the confliet between the
County Magistrates and the County Coroners in Devon. The intention was to make the
posttion of the Coroner o salaricd one completely wndependent of Lhe County
Magistrates. The Act provided that the Coroner should be paid by salary and not by
fees and that thereby the independence of the Coroner would be securved.™ Bul it was a
depree of independence onty. The problem was that the County Coroner still had to
agree his salary with the County Magistrates, IFit could not be agreed theve was a right
of appeal o the Home Secrctavy, Further the Counly Magistrates still retained control
over the Counly Coroners’ expenses. Complete independenee was not to be achieved
until the passing of the Local Government Act in 188877 Even then, complaints were
made that the gathering looked much ke Quarter Sessions, Jandlordism and
squirearchy were in conspicunus loree’.™ In fael many County Magistrates transforved
to the new locad authoritios and it was Lo be expected that they would do st as they had
Lhe reguired expertise. It was felt desivable that they should retain intfuence on the
county bodies and both the Liberal and Conservative bills of the 18705 had provided for
the ox officio vepresentalion of magistrates. Noevertholess, the Local Government Act
did break the link between the County Coroners and the justices, as it provided for
thetr appointment by the County Council as opposed to ¢lection by the frecholders and
lurther the County Council was Lo agree with the coroners the amount of the salaries
and the payment of their fees, allowances and disbursements 31
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Gordon FLI Glasgow recontly rotived as a sulicitor, having worked (or the same firm
for 47 yeors. dlso as HM, Coroner fin the Metropolitan Districts of Selton, Knowsley
snet St Helens, In retirement he is working on the election of Connty Coroners in the
carly wineteenth cenluey with particular reference to Lancashire and Cheshire.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN LYMPSTONE AND
NUTWELL IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

Rosemary Smith

L is a commonty held assumption thal Lympstone and Nulwell, two smrall estuarine
hamlets mentivned in the Domesday Book, bath former Saxon manors with Saxon
thegos, made their living from fishing and Leming from the Middle Ages (o the nine-
teenth centuey.

For instance, Stephen Fisher! says in his article in The New Maritime History of
Depon:'As Las been the ease for conturies, Exeter Customs Port also included a num-
ber of lesser havens such as Lympatone and Exmoulh. These places thougly, careied on
relalively little Lrade and were mostly toeal fishing places. " Sunilarly, BAG Clark®
sava: Tympstone has hoen both fishing village and agricultural selllement’, whili: Erie
R. Delderfield” says: “The fittle old-world fishing village has had a fascinating history...'

However, small as it may be - and iLwas deseribed as a ‘manarcham’ or 'manarettum’
in the Middle Ages - Lympstone has played a lirge part in the economy of the River
Kxe, tapart fram fishing), in the later seventeenth and eighteenth ceuturies. This
applics also to its neighbour, Notwell,

Broadly speaking, befure the lader seventeenth ventuey and after the 1830s,
Lympstone lived up to its title as a Gshing village. However, the study of the interven-
ing years shows Lhat Lympstone and Nutwell's conneetion with the sea was allogethor
brogder and more fmportant. These vears also show the fenacity, the adaptability and
the entraproneuriad spirit of their seamen and merchants.

Lympstone in the Middle Ages had had Leading and fishing inlerests as well as farm-
ing. Tt was noted in the Port Books of Exeter, 1266-1421.7 and again in o document of
L3110 teom the commonalty of Exeter, ou whicl a royal seribe had written the names of
the ports of the Bxo: “Toppesham.. veneston (e, Lympstont  Pratieshide. Benton.,
Pauderham...”. According to Marvanne Kowaleski", Lympstone was a laading place for
fish, particularly herring, aod in 1370-80 there was one Lympstone fish dealer at
Exeter market. It i perhaps because of this trading interest that in 1288, Wilhiam de
Aumarle, Lord of the Manor of Lympstone {and of Woadbury) is recovded as receiving
G5, from Lympstone ‘hurgesses’, whicl means that he had teied 1o make Lyvnipstone a
town or barough, This would have been very lucrative. For Woodbary he did gain a char-
ter from Kiog Edward [ for a faie and market 11286), but for Lympstone no charter has
o fur been found. Lympstone was perhaps one of the seventy or so barougbs in Devon
held in free burgage by the beginning of the fourteenth century. Such boroughs without
charters ‘generally poxsessed their own market and court’, declares Peter Hunt, This /s
Devon’

In the sixteenth century, Lympstone was still trading, and fishing as well, A Hental
and Survey of Lympstone has survived, taken in 1525 by the agent to the Marchioness
of Dorset, Harington and Bonville, which gives a great amount ot inlormatian together
with the Lay Subsidy Roll of 1325 for Lympston Parish. These documents shany that
while Lympstone wag still largely dependent on agricalture and subsistence furming,
there were al that time mariners and traders in the village™

Thomas Dyppeford ‘was cessed at the prest in goods and chattels at £4. He askyth
atlowens upon his oth for that he was taken and imprizoned at Depe in Franse by the
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Irenshemen whereby e hath lost his goods Lo the valu of 23 and so remayneth ad the
subsedy £1.) Could this small teader have been beading o salt, in retam for wool or
cloth? There were also, extraordinariiy, bwo ‘frenchmoen’ noted Hying in the village, who
were elargod doulde the usual Subsidy rode! (Worse still, the Subsidy was imposed by
Walsey Lo finonee o aboretive war with Franee? From Lhese figures i seems fiestly that
there was trade with Franee and secondly that there wore about fifty rateable men in
Lhe village then.

So far we have no information about tithes of the Reetorial Manor linstituded in
L2511 on fishing, only Lthat the dergy had eertain righis to the fureshore, In the absence
of mention of dues Lo the Towd for [ishing, and of Bithe to the clevgy, it is difficult to esti-
wate the amont of fishing of the eavly sixteenth century, However, botll in the Survey
and Bubsidy already meneioned, and in o Survey of Woodbury and Lympstone in 1554
(he fivst yeor of Mary? in the Duke of Sutfelle's papers; in a Survey of Notwell in 1566
in Queen Blizabeth's reign: in s Survey of Lympstone in 605 1n the third year of Jamea
s reigns and b a Manor Court Book of Woodbury and Tympstoue of 1626, there 15 men-
tion of certain buildings, or pacts of buiklings, which must be significant.

These are frat mentioned in 1525 as ‘Nelberhouses” under the ‘Rentals’. Johu
Haydon, Robert Dyplocd John Adaims and Thonwas Elvett separatety have tenure of ‘one
hause catled the Netherhouse” for swhich they pay Ad vearly. This makes four, plus one
totally tn decay', in 15256, Furthermore, fizhing is definitely confirmed by the fuct that
John Symme jun, pays yearly for doviog of nets on the Grene beside the sea bank 6d.

Nutherhovses would appear to be some kind of storage space, or aceording (o [
Sellman, a barn or cuthuilding, But from Gwo of the names above, these were identical
Lo the ‘nett houses™ in the Survey of 1554, These must have been stovage apaces for figh-
ing cguipment, nets, sald perhaps, bait, and perhaps the fish thenselves ! However, at
this date 1 would seem that only a few Lympstone familios supplenented their income
by fishing, as there were so few Nether or nett houses in these two documents,

By 1866, fishing was perhaps becoming more of a fiving, as Dre Gray talks of the evi-
dence from an Admiralty Court that Woodbury and Lympstone were shaving bwo seine
nets belween them. ¥ Seine nets wore vory expensive; bul the salmon and often herring
in Lhe river would no doubt repay two manors sharing the expense. Woodbury, an
inland manar, would seem a curious partner for Lympettone in this, but already in 1525
e Joln Koundelt of Woodbuwey appears to have been a well-ofl ish merchant - with a
sorry bale! "He askylh allowance upon his oth that my Lord Heaey Stafford Erelle of
Wylshere owwd him fir freshe and salt fish the whyeh will never be pavde £8 and so
remaynetl at the subsedy €510

By 16805, o third existing Survey of Lympstone, when Nudwell and Lyvmipstone {and
Waondbury) had eome under the Prideaux, shows that there woere more ‘cellars’ as they
were now ealled, and thatl they were getling bigger than in previeus sueveys, One is
mentioned as 32 foet in length 'and in breadth sixteen teet’, a large cellar indesd. Tn the
1626 Woodbury and Lympstone Manor Courl Book,!! the cellars of fishing houses ave
now called Sellariem’, on Lympstone Strand, some rented by well-known families, such
ae the Nutts (pleate Nutts family) and the famity of Bass tvillage residents sinee 13325,

But there was another irade pursued by the seamen of Lympstone besides the
inshore fizhing. This was the Newloundland Grade in eod, which began some time in the
sixteenth century. Briefly, this triangular voyvage invelved sailing to Newfoundland in
amall vessels, with o cargo of eloth, sadieloth and salt. The mariners then caught the
cod, dried and salted them and veturned to Mediterranean Catholic countries, Spain,
France, Portugal and [taly, to sell them for fast davs. The ships were re-loaded with
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wines, brandy, silks and lace. Then, often passing Lo pick up satt in Frooee, they
veturned home, There wore alteraliong tn the patiern as time passed and mariners set-
tied in Newfoundland. There is a record in an unpublished Ph.Dh thesis of Lhe
Lniversity of Newloundland, which lists, amony others, Lympstone men {emu 1660 wha
visiled Newfoundlaned and gives information on whoether they owned their own ships
For justance, it notes one Brive, artisan and seaseaptain who owned his own slup, We
shall hear more of him later,

This Newlouneland fishing trade began in Lympstone belore 73 ol least, o Lhere
is o vecord of the Jefur of Lympatone in that vear, sinking al the mouth of the Exe on
lier refurn vovage from Newloundband. ?® This trade must bave ealled for afl the skills
the inshore fishermen and sailors had learnt. L is significant that Leland in 1540 talks
of Lympstone a="u pretty townlet with oogreat tradition tn shippes’,

Eampstone also had fest-vale marviners in brading ships, mostly exporting the wool
and cloth which was the staple Lrade of Devon in the fifleenth to the cighteenth ven-
guries. In 1582, an Exmouth cargo ship, the Whitt Beere, is recorded in the Port Books
of Excter leaving with one Andreas Rule of Eympslone oz master, Lympstone provided
maoy masler mariners, and as the seribes maostly listed ‘Txmue’ or ‘Txeter” as the
home-port of alb exluarine vessels, there is lack of distinclion as to whose ship o really
was. For instance, many Lympstone ships with Eyaipslone masters wore confused with
Exmouth ships of the same name, as happened in 1302-03 with the Johamete of
Lympstone and Fxmouth. This practice continues until the nineteenth eentury.

With many ships in foretgn trade. this no doubt led to another one - that of ship
repairing, Already in 1325, the Survey mentions a earpenter fn 1588, there is an entry
in the Port Books of Kxeter that ships” carpenters from Lympstone were working on the
pinnace Gyffe which Exeter fitted out for use against the Spanish Armada,

rarly o the seventeenth contury, as discovered by De Todd Gragt!, o Swrvey of Seuth
Devon was made Jor the Duke of Buckingham, Daled (6819, this was more complete,
and more reliable than Sir James Bagg's of 1626, No shipwrights appear in Eympsione
in the Survey, which seems strange when just over thirty vears before they were well-
known, According to the 1619 assessment, there were 38 ‘wariners and satlors™ in
Lympstone al the time, and fve overseas trading vessels of 18 to 80 tons, from hone,
al the Atlantie lslands, or in Newloundland, Also there wore five boats each of ten tons.
This is probably by no means adt, The five overseas boals were, intevestingly, mostly
owned by one Lympstond mariner with lwo other men. several {fvom Exinouth, This
geems to confirm o o practice prevalont on tie Exe of share-holding o trading ships.

Piraey - and smugpling - were rife on (he south eoast from the seventeenth to the
cighieenth centuries. Apart from fixbing, these were two possible necupations for
Eavmpstonians, One of the best-Jonmwn pirates was John Nutd of Lympstone, whe at one
time terrovised Torbay, and was supported by one Secretary ol State, but avvested by
another 7 Smugpling has heon going on in Lympstone from the sixteeath century: and
even in the mineteenth conbury. A halveon lme savs Oppenheim of the cighteenth cen-
tury. '™ Much of Devon's secnanship was exercised in the practice of smuggling wineh
turned oud first-class seamen’. Jamieson '7oeays: The 17583 Parllamentary Commitie’s
Agures of seizures in Devon are Incomplebe, but most of those noted ook place at
fixeter and at places in or near the Exe estuary” Miss Howard, a nineleenth century
vesident, savs of 1792 They were stormy days when M Gidoin was Reelor: smugoding
wie b its height )™ There is more than great probability that Lympstone was involved.

However, the lbeus of emplovinent in the Sxe was changing, In the eighteenth centu-
ry the export of wool and cloth from Bseter and the hintertand bid been on the decline
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lor some Lime end while teade from Topsham to Holland continued, the rising ports of
Bristel. Lowdon and others captured more Lrade and Lhe clath trade went north. Then
ciome the wars - the Duteh, the French, the American War of Independence, the
Revolutionury and the Napoleonic wars, All vroated difficulties for commerce, with elo-
sure of Buropean markets, and decline and great difficulties to the fishery {Lhe
Newtoundland trade), ‘because of encemy naval and privaleering operations, marked elo-
sures and the depletion of the labour favce which rendered transatlantic commeree both
dangerous and costly’t

Thus with one of Devon’s most important teades, that with Newloundland, fulling off,
with the serge trade in Bxeter declining overall, and with the pross gang fur the Navy
abounding, what Hne of enterprise could Devon and Lympstone men take? There was
an inercase in the coustul trade as overseas trade was restricted; some mariners no
doubt joined privaleces, or went in for smuggling; some Lywpstone men went 1o join in
the loeal fishing, which then included a thriving gyster industry.® Otherwise,
Lympstome and the Bxe needed a now enterpise.

Al the end of the sevonteenth century Topsham had started such an enterprise; it way
shipbuilding. Alison Grant belioves there is evidence that this alse ocemrred at Lynipstone
ut the same date: ‘there were shipwrights at places like Lympstone, bul the busiest ship-
vards in the port of Exeter in the seventeenth contury weve those along Topsham
Strand’?! Lympstone certaindy eacricd on a trade in vrepair and Flting of’ Newfoundland
ghips in this century, and used to those, the shipwrights and owners turned easily to
building <hips. All thiz eceurved at a time when there emerged in Lympstone, carly in the
cighteenth century. merchants, entreprencurs, and shipownees whase money had mainly
been nrade in the Newfoundland trade. There was also a gathering of big Exeter and
olher mecchants al the Unitarian Chapel o Meeting at Gulliford, on the borders of
Lympstone and Woadbury, which often received three hundrod people and more in the
carly cighteenth contury, Merchants sueh as the Bavings and the Lees were prosent. with
Worthington Brice, who maeried a vieh Miss Manston, and here, surely, ideas wore cireu-
lated and plans made. ALl events. the time and the people conspired to produee a new
climate, and so shiphuilding. an cconemic venture unknown in Lympstone altee Lthe
Middle Ages. emerged, This wos sa significant that BAG Clark has stated®: [n the cigh.
teenth centurs. Lympstone wus one of Lhe prineipal shipboilding localities in the port of
Exeter. The industry develaped ay a natural corollary to the sk of (hling out vesscls for
overseas ventures, Lymipstone was the ondy port in the BExe estuary apart from Topsham
to have developed this new trend in maritime interesis: and shipbuilding must have
ahsorbed much of the labour and population at the time.

The shipowners turmed shipbuilders were as bllows: the Withalls, fivst, were a large
family of mariners. A Stephen Withall was one of the fivst to buy land nlong the Strand
from S Thomas Prie on his death ™ A dohin Withall in 1726 was the st te pay fir
family pew in the church, denoting a man of some substance. A Richard Withall
appears Lo have taken over as agent to the Drake estate and Nutwel manor™ aud to
have had the money to purchase from Nutwell land in Underhill and Sowden, He must
have heen guite 2 weelthy man. He left this inberttance to his nephew, Jolin Richard
Withall, in hiv witl of (783, John Richard was latey styled ‘ventlemen’ in a deed of 1787,
It appears the Withal jnheritance, which came from shipbailding and Newfoundland
trading, wenl into lanel. 1The name still exists in the vilage as 'WithalPs Qrchard’).

The Stalfords were inteemarried with the Withalls, and also originally eame from
LitUeham, In 1730 a John Stafford of Libtleham was recorded as o merchant in his
will. " Could there be a possibilily that seme of the merehant John Stafford's wealth
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weot into o joint ship-owning and Newtoundland trade venture with the Withalks? Mary
fnsull®™ states “The Lympstone shipowners, notably the Withalls und the Statlords,
sailed their nwn ships and even had wembers of their own family in Newfoundland and
Spain to ant as their ageats, In 1743, one of the Withall ships, the Az ehesd, was vilued
at TIB0 and ber cargo al 858, which represent enormous wealthe” Blizabetl Scolt® adds
that when Henry Withall died on the Newlbundlnnd voyape, he had with hiny four broth-
ers, Richard, Benedict, Johin and Philip, [t lools very much as though shipowning and
investment in the Newfoandland trade was o family altaie Lympstone thus followed »
regional and local custom here.” The shipowners also toal thetr part with the ghip-ovwn-
ers ol Topsham and Exmouth in the constant, very Large local and short sea teade. It
seets Lhat in the case of e StafTords, their fortune may have been lost. There is o tra-
dition in the village Lhat they el upon hard times, and there is no further mention of
them in documents. They left chind property, howoever for there still reaain, on
Lympstone Strand, Statlord House and Staflord Cottages.

The next, and larvgest shipbuilders, the Basses, appear in the 17903, when in 1755
Thomas Bazs, shipwright, bought ‘that messuage, Tenement, Appurtenanees, houses and
cellars in the Strand wherein Stephen Withall, tnow deceascds formerly lived. The Basses
had been promiinent in Lympstone sinee at least the 1332 Lay Subsidy, They were great
shiphuilders, also great buyers of properiy. There are today cottages and houses called
‘Bosa's" in Lympstone. Part of their shipbuilding yard was formed by the Wotton Brook,
This was at the time quite different aned indeod was diverted altee the 1839 Tithe Map
and before the coming of the railway (18611 1t was also much broader and deeper, Flad,
boats were said to have been Hoated down from the Mill laden with goods. =

The Basses made all kinds of ships and would appearc o have had o vigorous wrade,
Besides ships for the overseas trade™| the Basses also built merchantien for the
coastal trade and the lecal trade in lime and coal Lo the me-kilns Also by 18304 the
Basses were building ships for the Navy i the Napoleonic wars, Oppenheim said?l
“The number fJ['\’g).rivatul builders existing in 1804 shoaws that there must have been o
thriving local trade. Lympstone: - Bags)” Bass’s vards built two ships-of-war, Lhe
Lrgent, o gunbrig of 178 tons and twelve guns by 1804, aad the Cyane of 539 toas and
22 g in 1806, ELA G Clack furnishes us with the ondy statistic we have for this port-
ad, that batween 1785 and 1813, twenty-lve vessels were built at Lympsions and reg.
istered tn the port of Bxeter ¢The figures may noed revising, and alsn research made),
What is covlain s.that the Withalls" and Bass’s yards must have furnished employment
to o great amount of the population in the village then ™ It is, however, possible that
carpenters and shipwrights caune into the village vom elsewhere

However, the most interesting shipbuilding development on the Exe in the oighteenth
cenfury was of Parsnnage Stile Bay, Worlhinglon Brice married o vl wife, 3 Manston of
Lympstone, and becnme a member of the noneonformist congregation at Gullitord. e
became a part-awner of the Withall shipyard, and theu. with his wealth (rom his
Newfoundland venture,™ he bought a portion of the impoverished Sir Franeis Henry

Drake's land at Nutwell. There he owned Pavsonage Stile House and gavden, ormchards
and land fronting on to Parconage Stile Bay ™ The hause burnt down about 19353, We
first hear of Worthington Brice. shipwright, in My, Rowe's letters to Sir Franeis lenry
Dheake (Mr. Bowe, friend of the fmily, acted as agent for the Deake estates), Evidently,
Me Rowe intermittently took advantage of Mr. Brice’s carpentors to repair Nutwell
Court, then in a sorry state, it preparation for the Drakes’ move Irom Buckland.

[n Mareh 1755 Mr Rowe wreote: The pressing has frightencd awuy all the workmen,
80 Nicholas has not been hore for some time”, showing the effect of the dreaded press-
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gang, and the difticublies of an eighieenth century shipbuilder. In May 1756 Me Rowe
Lulks of ‘M. Brice fitting out a ship for a privatesy’ (which incidentally was eomnan-
deered for the Navy and lost, but Mr. Brice was insured!D and in July he was still ‘hasy
about a privateer’. Later, in a feller of February 1757 to the Drakes, Mr. Rowe wriles
that Mr, Brive's smith was ‘too busy about the Greenland ship to make the iron yate for
Lhe garden’. Later, M Rowe talks about 'the Newfoundiander being made by 3 Brice'.
Ia £75 1, the Wharfinger’s cleck recorded ‘a new vessel just oft the stocks built by
Worthington Brice al Lympstone™® This was the Mory and Sarah. So merchantmen,
Newtoundlanders, privateers and Greenlandevs were all built by Worthington Brice in
his yard, and others fitted out and repaired. Worthingtoo Brice, shipwright, and
Newfoundland merchunt, had become also a shipbuilder,

Il 15 nolable that Dean Milles says in his Parochial Collections of the 17505 ‘there s
some buxiness in shipbuilding, several merchantmen having been built and vepaired on
the bank there’, It is likely that he waa talking about the other yards in Lympstone, and
there were ad least two more shipbuilders bosides Lhe Basses, mainty building on the
mud. Worthington Brice scems to have heen the anly shipbuilder Lo have built a quay
and shipbuilding yards, and later, with the whaling trade, a tryworks. [foaty the other
shupbuilders had done so, Lympstone might have continued with profitable trade as
long as Topsham.

Worthington Brice is perhaps best vemembered, owever, for his part in the new eco-
nomie venture of whaling, aimed at supplanting the Newfoundland fishing venture. The
Exeter Whale Fishery Company lasted from 17054 to 1787, Tt was formed by Matihew
Lee and other merchants, most of whom were to be found in the Gulliford Meeting.
Among the most active of these was Worthington Brice, of Nutwell in Weodbury Parish,
He was a shareholder in the company, and as a shipbuilder, dealt with the whaling
ships lor it. In 1754 he went to London and bought o ship of 346 tons, there hoing no
ship suitable for whaling in the south-west. The ship cost £2,150 and was brought back
to Brice's yard at Parsonage Stile to be fitted oul and victualled. The Exefer's firal voy-
age to Greenland commenced on 18 April 1755 and she returned on 9 August, four
months tnter. There were soon two more ships which went to Greealand for whales, the
Worthy Shepherd and the Lympatone, both built by Worthington Brice.

These voyvages to the Aretic were very hazardous for the sailing ships of those days,
not ondy fror the weather in the northern seas, bul alse rom the very veal danger of
beeoming trapped and ceushed in the ice. This was indeed the fate ol the Exeter
Company's ship, The Worthy Shepherd, crushed in the lee in 1789, Another danger was
that in the small whalers harpooning whales, one slash of the whale's massive tail
would mean sailors and boat would be smashed to picees, The Exeter continued on the
annual voyage until 1730, and the Lvmpstone wntil 178757 As the whalers could only
remain in the Avetic in Lhe summer months, the Lympstone boats had to bring home
the blubber to boil inte ail. The amell with the horrible mass of pulridity landed from
the tanks of the whalers must have been naugeous, When the boats ceturned to the
Exe, some of the blubber was boiled on Dawlish Warren, but Worthington Brice had his
own tryworks tor boiling the blubber at Parsonage Stile.

Worthington Brice must have thought of the new economic enterprise as perhaps
supplementing the dying Newfoundland trade, and togelher wilth the company must
have expected profit from the government subsidy, or bounty, put on whaling,
Worthington Brice did not Hve to sce the end of the venture in 1787, when, that subsidy
having been practically removed, the Exeter Whaling Company ceased trading.
Worthington Brice died in 1781 ‘in the vightioth year of his age’ as the inscription on
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his tomb in the Unitarian Burial Ground puts . He was buvied among another mer-
chants of note, for instance the Bavings of Exeler, the Lees of Bbford and sea captaing of
Lympstone. The decease of this entreprencur meant the end of Brice's shipyaed Loo, for
Sir Franeis Henry Drake and then Lord Henthfiekd, bis nephew and heir, were anxious
Lo recover the land at Nutwell and to demolish the quay.

Why should shipbuilding cease in Bympstone in about 1830, shipwrighls migrate to
Piymouth Dockyard and major families ke the Basses disappear from the records?

First, the need now was for bigger ships, and ships made of steel. Secondly. while
there were merchants in plenty in Lyaipstone to take on the funding, the conditions in
the River Exe, as outlined by B.AG, Clark™, defeated first Lympsione and then
Topsham, with silting and tidal restrictions. Unable Lo compete, the quays on the Exe
hecame gquiet.

Tlhe final blow to Lympstone shipbuilding must bave been the advent of the railway,
opened in 1861, Cutting off the shipbuilding vards from the shore, it finigshed ship-
huilding. Lympstone men were forced after this to return to their old employment, fish-
ing. Farming had conlinued in Upper Lympstone throughoud this time, and Lympstone
beeame once again a fishing and farming hamlet. White's Devon Gazeleer aund
Direclory of 1850 sums up the situation. Lympstone ‘was a fishing station haviog about
sixty small fishing boats and large beds of avsters in the estuary, 999 inhabitants, and
1866 acres of land in L850

S0 it ix apparent thal Lympstone and Nutwell were not were fishing and farming vil-
lages in the eighteenth contury, Their new economic venlures then, and the length of
time shiphuilding continued, should lead to a re-assessment of previously held opinions
on their economic importance in the eighteenth contury.
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PLYMOUTH UNDER FIRE

Anthony Greenstreet

"These were the tests to which oure forebears were nol unequal’ - so wrote Winston Chureehill
after describing the ordeal of elose-quarter corzbat in the Continental wars of s aneestor,
Marlborough. Any Bovonian wanting to know how his forebears withstood the county's
preatest ordeal - the howbing of Plymouth - could do no better than read Audrey Deacon’s
{ree Tlawldnst "Fhe Diery of a Wren', which fies undeservedly unpublished in the Imperial
War Museum archives.

In 1929 Audrey Huwkins, o (ree-lance journalist of 22, Lived with her parvents in
Milehouse, She was their only child: her father, & headmaster-licutenant, Royval
Marines was stationed at the Royal Marine Bavracks, Stonehouse. On outhreak of war
ghe joined the Women’s Roval Naval Service. When she began her diary in September
1940 she was a personal assistant al Commander-in-Chief's FI4, Mount Wiace. Shortly
afler, she undertook cvpher training and was commissionad. Prom then on she was
employed on shift cypher work wn underground bunkers at Egg Buckloand Forl and
Mount Wise HE: however, she continued to live at bome. In 1942 she was promaoted
Second Officer and was toc a time acting First Officer.
Although Plymoull had suffered minor raids since June, when the diary bepins pre-
seeupation was with invasion:-
Bunduy Sth September 1940
Dacivg the night... [ was woken by a voice saving "members of the Home
Guard - report for duty immedintely™, IL was o loudspeaker van going
thiraugh the streets: § heard it alternately Jonder and sofler as it went, until
at last it passed out of hearing and [ went to sleep again. U wag quite pre-
pared Lo hear on the eight o'dock news that we had been invaded... Mrs 8.
next door told us, laughiog, that aecording ta the nowspaperman “They've
fanded evervwhere bud in Lhis hoere vond ™ When we went oul, however, we
were somoewhat perturbed to soe a good many tin-hatted soldiers, and barri-
cades on Lhe anain mwads - tll we saw that the soldiers were pulling them
down and not building them!”

Nevertheless thorougl preparations were made by the Howking laauly against air
attack, as Audrey described on 14 September,
“When there 15 an air raid ot night we go downstairs into the passage
hetween the dining room and the wall adjolning the naxt hause. There was a
door’ {leading to the garden? but we have had it walled in wilh concrete
blocks, with a lighter section in the middle to let us get out i the other end
were blocked. We keep a hammer and chised ready There are mattresses
and enshions on the floor, and an exteasion light lead from the hall, Kach of
us had a suilease packed with o general selection of clothes, and we keep
xome more that are not in coestant use, with ot least one shirt and »a small
bag with money and oddments, By day we cover the cases with rugs and

cushions sn that they can be used 1= seals; and at night we try to sleep, IF
the raid s o Jony oue we generally succeed, and several thmes we have
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missed the all-clear siven. AL firsl we used o expect Lo see the town very
much knocked aboul ailer a raid, espocially i we had actually heard any
bormbs: bul after a time evervone got used o it The whole business 15 o
cold: you hear a whistling and an explosion. and auti-aiverafl gunfire, and
then you come out and go oo where you lett off, Aord somewhere vou see a
pilie ol rubbish where there was a house or shop, and you're told that people
were killed there, And you hear, and carry on - deciding whether you will
plant trnips or parsiups for next Spring’.

[Early in 1941 the vaids intensified; and on 22 January Avdeiy sow four shot-down
Germun planes displayed on RAF lorries in Guildhall Squore. On 15 February the
Hawkins Bamily had ‘our nearest bomb yel...[ heard an even loudor rushing sound,
aimost like a propeller of an aeroplane votating with the engine olf and lay dawn on
the floor. There was a really heavy explosion and my euvtains hillswed out inlo the
room’,

There was a severe vatd nn the night of 20 March, the doy before the finuily was due
to Lake a week's holiday in Burkinghamshire. The diavy tor 21 blarch describes the
Journeys starl.

‘On reaching North Rowd Station we found b in a bit of a mess. One plut-
torm had been hit, and o train burnt eut. There was a dead man on the sta-
tion roof. After we had wailed seme tine | asked if the train was ever com-
ing and was Lold there was o time bomb on the line which prevented up and
down traffie from passing thraugh, Our teain was due at 08,32, but we had
Lo wait two hours in frast and fog, getting very cold. Men were working to
clear up the mess, and atter a titcde while they weve joined by an RN work-
ing poarty. There were hundreeds ol people waiting, mostly Service.
Sventually the down brain came in and as it could not go any (urther they
took off w bit ol it and by some miracle got everybody in, We left at 10030 at o
snaits pace and stopping at literally every station. I took two hours to get
Lo Newlan Abhot.”

Heturning trom holiday the family found the raid bad devastated the city cenlre;
*Our own house is untouched, The chiel question 1% how we shull sot food, Dingle's
where we are regisleced bs gone.and so of course is the original Fuad Oftiee”,

On 31 March, being off-duty, Audrey saw the damage al fivst hand:
"Phis afternoon I went out with the Women's Volunteer Service wobile can-
teen (a converted single-deck bus), Starting from Greenbanlk Police Slation
we went down North Thl into (f think) Looe Street, where we stoppoed to
hand out Len and sandwiches to the soldiers working in Lhe ruins - and any-
body else who asked, While wo were Lhere a gang of soldiers hauled down a
section of dangerous wall, I tell about twenty vards away with o heavy
crash. Civilinns were careving cases and bundles of salvaged things away
from their damaged homes, An old man ssked i he might have a cup ol tea
aud anything to bite”, and swid he waos "so grateful”. Oue next stop was in
Woolster Steeet, which hid saffered o good deal of damage, and then we
went on Lo what I afterwards discoveved was Treville Street - ot fiest |
though it was St Andrew’s Sirect, . [L was quite unrecognisable, The shaps
woere piles of broken stone and steel girders inside were twisted and bent.
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The: air was full of dust, swirling by now and then in thick grey clouds. The
soldiers woere covered in it and were working in thetr andi-gag eyveshades,
For about hall an hour we were handing out Lea as st a8 we could, to otti-
cers andd soldiers of every deseription, plus satlors RAF and police. We fin-
ished up in Old Town Streel by Spooners. 1 is an extraordimary sight, The
building has ceased to exist, excepl for o segment whore some other shops

patted inte ik, There g literally nothing but novery low pile of cubble, and the

supparting givders, which arve twisted and contorted, Some, still perpendicu-
far, have drooped at the lop like deasd Howers. Ay aleet sounded while we
ware Lhere, but nobody toold any notice or even hueried,

The people are wonderful, G the loreies helping people to move ave weition
tags RN apd RAF Co Ltd. Bstimates tree. Anything, anywhere, We move
like: Beeelams" and Lhe bonnels are decorated with Union Jacks, artifieial
Nowers and paper estoons and betls, Some servicemen gave us a huge
Buneh o dallodids, produced from inside thetr lorey, and another pave us a
lHle cheap vase fram somewhere as a souvenir, . Most of the area where we
went was cloxed to the public and under mitlitary conteol. There were o few
stray hays whom the soldiers shooed off A girl, not too intelligent by her
laoks, cieme ap puslitng an old pram and asked for some ten. She sodd she
hack Deen givew o pass Lo go and feteh four chairs and o tea-set feom ey
bombed home. She was delighted, In another place we saw some women
standing by a house while soldiers passed them vul some of their helong-
ngs. One woman was holding o frying pan and a hot-water botle”

On 1 Apri the Family watked inlo central Piymoeuth:

“The Hoe proper is still closed: and while we were walking along Madeira
Road & policé car came atong announcing "An unexploded homb will pass
along here in a fow minntes. Take cover™, We went into a concrete gallery
above the bathing pool. . fiesrge Strect is just a heap of rubble and
Westwell Street Hite bettee One of the most amazing things is to look
across whal wis a block sl buildings, and sce something about a quarter of o
mile away, Gue can see fram St Andrews Cross, and Princess Square, along
Crenrge Strect. whore the only =hops staading are Dunns and Page Keen &
Poge. Many of the shops have ve-opencd in premises disused, or given up to
them by ather fivms, Buses ave running bairly normally though of course
they huve ta make a detour raund the centre of the city)”

ticavy night raids resumed for 2 week from Monday 21 April, kilbng ol least 590
civilians and injuring 1144, Just before the onstaught the family

“wont to Torquay for the day and had a marvelous Gime, the shops and town
are tdamaged; o would be havd to know there is o war.. the lown is full of
peaple und of money, judging by the prices chorged in the shops - 5/ - a
pound for tomatocs for instance. S0 many people bad gone over from
Piymouth for the day that two special buses were necded to got Wiem back.

That night the raid fasted from 9.30pm to dam: although bowbs tell eloge, the house
fost only a few Liles. The lowing nivht was worse,

‘A house in the read was it and one that had a bomb bebind it on Monday

s)k
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had one in Iront. The whole side of Ford Workhouse facing us across the val-
ley went up in flames. It was an amazing sightl - 2 mass of flames. Atter a
hittle while one sould see molten lead dripping down, and could hear the
rush of flames and erash of beams falling in....

Wednesday nighls raid did not scem as heavy as the previous two:

‘perhaps thal was beeause being on duty I felt better and we weren’t
relieved until about 0230, when we had to come by o devious route owing o
unexptaded bombs and blocked roads. A big fire was burning in the dircetion
af ‘Corpeint: every new and then the flames leapt up and illuminated the
whole skv. It went on burning till at least the third day alter the vaid, show.
ing a dense column of black smoke hy day and a glow of fire by night. There
were Lwo or three unexploded bombs in the read, or just off it, so it was
clased Lo traffie, and some houses were evacuated...We had our Front win-
dows braken but otherwise no damage’.

On 28 Aprit

‘one of our bombs was dug ap and its fuse removed, so the read was re.
opened in the afternonpn. We siw the bomb alter it had been operated on. It
was a small ane, about three or four feel long, Ooe in Mannamead exploded
and Killed three Bomb Digposal Syund soldiers,.. We are very lucky, having
water and cleetricity, Lhough noe goas, and hove done some cooking for neigh-
bours'.

During the day Audrey collected spare clothiug feom bee home and her neighbours,
and helped to distribote it at the Womena's Voluntary Serviee clothing depot -

some of the people are so apologetic and grateful. Others are quite fussy. In
any case it 18 awlul to see Dem dressod 1n add bits and pleces - all they have
beon able to save.. Some very alivactive gifts wore sent by American chil-
dren, containing Lhings for children of vaeious ages, all clasgsified and done
up i gay printl bags’

hh
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greater than any of the arthers, The house shook and secemed to maove tor-
ward, the daars apened and the remaining windows fell out. Lying on the
floor T confideatly expected the house Lo full i on us - bul nothing came, in
apite of erashes which we tound later wore made by wardrobes and s0 on
fulting down on the floor. 1 got up and =aw that it was light, with o yellow
glarve. From the dining room door I could see a spout of flame come from one
of the gasholders and a house in the tervace tinmediately behind us burning
ficreely., We had to turn the light off in the refuge becavse the doors were
gane and sit in the dark. The Httle girl from next deor wos very brave, but |
had Lo get whisky lor the others and Lime juice. 1 was worried lest sparks
from the burning house at the back might blow into the open dining room:
but the Auxiliary Five Bervice were working on it {ins we saw the rellected
glow on the dining room wall fade and die out in about ten minutes, The
gasholder soon stopped burning.. The neighbours from the olher sule Tooked
int to see if we were safe and then went to sheber at Milohouse - bt |
Lheught il was much betlee to stay put.

Towards the end of the raid they began to drop landmines. We kuew this
because there was no whistling, but a flash, followed by o heavy explostou...

We found the house was standing, hut badly damaged. .. The Aoora wore
sound and it was possible Lo get about, Water and clectvicity remained, so
we made Lea for our party and the other neighbaurs, and [ ook the surplus
to the firemen who were finishing off the burning house. We cleaved up o bit
and then lay down to rest in the refuge. None of us slept, and about 530 [
got up nnd dressed. We had breakfast and then [ walked to the Royal
Marine Barracks Lo lell my fathier we weve still alive., we were able to get o
lorey i Lhe afternoon, and friends offered to put us up for a day or two in
their flat in Plympten. [n the afternoon the serviee lorry took us and a ot of
our more porfable belungings out there'.

the following weelk Audvey nated,

“Thonsands ol penple have Lransferred themselves to Plympton, travelling to
and tro by bus, car, lovey, cattle truck or anything on wheels, and some walk-
i (4 was pathetic to see them struggling out in the evening. Some slept in
daar-ta-done cantainers’,

The climax of the week-long blitz came far the Eamily on the night of 28/29 April,

Autbrey was off-duty and sl home with her mother while her father was firc-watching

at the Roval Marine Barracks. The raid was expoected:
T spent a little while consclously screwing up my courage Gf any). I haven't
folt particularvly brave since we had bombs s¢ near: when [ hear them
whistling down { find myself shaking, and it i3 very havd to conlrol, We were
listening to the news when al about &.15pm it faded out - 2 sign that enemy .
aireraft are abowl - so we got our things together and changed inte air roid
elothes. Nothing happened for half an hour; and we had just decided it was a
tulse alarm when the siren went. As nsuad the family next dose canwe in for

On 5 May the family moved to 2 house in Mannamead, and later o a permanent
home in Compton Park Viltas, meantime the damage to their old home at Milehouse
was assessed at £380 at 1938 prices under the War Damage Scheme and was well
vepaired by the Corpovation. The worst ralds were now over, but on 11 August 1943 a
mainly incendiavy-bomb night attacl took place,

shelten ‘[ put out three - two with sand, one with a dastbin lid. There were dozens in
the road and gardens, and the houses cach side of vs had one through their
I thought we had had heavy raids, but T have never heord anything like this. roofs’.

The A/A bavrage was very loud and all the bombs seemed Lo be within hear-
ing distance. We could hear first the planes, then the guns, humhs falling
and then exploding... This went on for what seemed a very long time, with
otte or bwo bombs coming especinlly near. Then there was one explosion {ar

Audrey's war-Lime service in Plymouth ended after the tragic death of her husband
in June 1944, In April 1843 she had married a ehildhood friend, Tevry Deacan, from o
nearby Plymouth family. He was commissioncd into the 2nd Oxfardshire and
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Buclingliamshire Light Infantey, part of the 6ih Airborne Diviston, He wag wounded
by o shellsplinter during Leaining and, appenring t be vecovering, came down to
Plymouth wheve Le sulfered a velapse and died. She then took a posting Lo Liverpool.

Faotnate

After feavibyg the WHNS, Awdrey Deacan nude a earveer in voluntary organisations
linked with the National Council of Sacial Serviee (now Lthe National Council of
Voluntary Ovpanisatioust in Plymouth, the Soncl-West region and the Eastern region,
She was General Secectary of the Hertlordshive Council of Social Servies (now
Hertfordshive Community Developrent Ageney! when she vetived in 1880, She was
appointed MBE in 1975,

The en-operation of Mes Audrey Deacan MBE tor agrecing to the publication of these
exiracts from her Diavy, aned of the Prustees of Lhe huperial War Museum for allowing
across to her papers o gratefully aclinawledged.

FROM FOLKLORE TO HISTORY: SOME NOTES ON THE
EVIDENCE CONCERNING THE DOONES.

5. Bhanji

Civilisation is nol W everyvone's taste. Many choose to eschew it by secking iselation.
rejecting social convention, or both, Hermits and religious communitios usoalfy main-
tain peaceful intoreourse with the more worldly, bul in others the relationship may be
parasitic rather than symbiotic,

The Exmoor unily of outlaws, the Doones, are widely famibar tongh Blacknores
novel, Lorea Doone. This appeared in 1869; but did not become popular until 1871,
whuon Princess Loaise married the Macquis of Lorne. Overwhelmed by romanticism o
the similarity in names. the public made e book a best-seller! Since then many lave
accepted it as an historical facd that renegades known as the Doones operated from
Badgeworthy during the seventeenth century.”

Blackmore made no attempt at an accurate depiction of Bxmuone® and many present
place-nnmes were apphied in response to Lorne Doone. The prime exampte, Dosne
Valey, was so-named hy J. F. Chanter and his cousing, the nicces of Charles Kingsley!?
On the other hand, Ward stated that the ruins at Badgeworthy were known alrendy ax
‘Doone House', and deseribed meeting old men who in thelr yvounger doys hid dug there
tor ‘Doone treasure’® In contrast to his loose deseripbion of theiv setting. Blackmore
claimed that some incidents in his novel actually Look place.® A reviewer ot 1864 had
fittle doubl as to the Doomes being histovieal personages, but this did not prevent ol
least one plea for assistance in disentanghing fact From fietion.” This matter was not,
fully addressed until some thirty vears later, when Rawle, Henley and Bradley each
vconcluded that no-one living on Bxmoor heard of the Dopnes until Blackmore wrote of
them.®* Nevertheless, Ward reported in 1905 that many Bxmoor residents spoke of a
hand of despoilers who once lived in the Badgeworthy region, Some prompling was nec-
esgary, and 1 was not cortain that they were called Doone” By contragl, these whom
Clox questioned at around the same time had litthe difficutey in so-naming the culprits. ™
Some of those interviewoed may have sucewmbed ta o tendency to please, and it appears
Lt vesponses did difler aceovding Lo the questioner. Another influence could have been
are interest inenermeaging toucisme Foally, Beadley doubted the reliability of the inter-
viewers as many were elderly e some were wamen !

[t would e easy to disvegard these rerrospective investigations weve it not for one facl. -
tades of the Doones wore written down welt before Lorna Doone was published. J.
Chanter's father owued o hook coutaining theee Exmoor legeads told by one Ursula
Johson CL78- 15261 The work wis cotnpiled by batthew Mundy, Perpetual Curate of
Lyoton, wha (iest heard e o LS5 He and Lwo Briends supplemented Johinson’s stories
with infremation obtained from Gwea athor elderls Bsmoor ladies, Ursula Fry (d, 1856 aged
90 and Agrerie Narman (o, 1860 aged S0 Their notes were edited by Mundy to tem the
hasis of woinsseript boale prrepaved by givls of the Natlonal Schoob. As well as his father’s
vapy, Chanter knew of ane dated 1842 aned believed others existed, The first legend con-
cerned the Doones, the second the de Wichehalse Gunily and the thivd a highwayman, Tom
Fagimus. "™ Al were woven inta Leviree Doone, and i1 was suggested that Blackmore was
Famitiar with Munds's wark, ' Flowever, there were other sources of inspiration,

Avcording ta Chanter stories of the Boanes wore rife ab his bonrding schoot during the
eivhiteen-sixties; Y and Cox, who lived on Exwoar as o child, regaled his schootmates
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with Doone tafes.)™ It is nob anlikely that Blaclkmore was familine with these: the most
probable spurce being his grandiather, the vector of Qare.”” Iy 1863, Cox’s slories were
published by an enderprising friend, Sweet-Tscott, in the Ledsure flour ¥ Same years
Fater, Bliekmore acknowledged the inltuenee of this work I was nat, however, the ear-
Fiest printed veference to tie Doones. During the eighteen-fifties the tradition that
Badyewarthy wis the home of robbers, the Dopnes, ol around the time of Charles T and
the Commenwealth was mentioned in ol least four Devon guidebooks. The fivst of these,
Murray's Hendbook ob 1861, reported their existenee ns a matler of history and was soan
quoted elsewhere,™ Ax to the souree of their information, there is no obvions alternative
to the Johnson/Mundy Tepends. tn particular, Lthe precursors of the Vieloring guidebonks
made no mention of the Deanes in $heir accounts of north Devon and Bxmoor®!

The first of the Dusne tales noted by Mundy deseribed the murder of a house-holder
at The Warren., and was probebly the basis of Blackmores account of a Dosne being
fatally wounded while ransacking o wealthy man’s home uear Minchead. [n retribu-
tion, his fellows returned and left only a ¢hild alive. Although Blackmore stated that
this Luok place, Ward met no-one who knew ol his version betare Lorna Doone was pub-
lished. However, he did hear of an attack by uanamed robbers on a vich mar’s house
near The Warren. The trail of blood Tefl by w wounded raider enabled the culprits te be
tracked down.2! The wounding of a Doane featured also in the second of Mundys tades.
Ome night while they were attacking Yenworthy Parm, the Doones wore fived at by an
old woman wieldime o duck-gun. The idors vetreated, leaving o trail of binod which
could be lollowed for severat miles wards Radpewortliy. Thornton fivst heaed Uhis leg-
end in 1848 mndd was shown the gun, The Yenworthy gun, sad to lave heen fired by
Widow Fisher has been photographed on a number of oceasions and has been seen by
the weiler The loel is missing, but the general appearanee sugrests the weapon dates
from the cighteenth contury The third legend concerned a murder at a farmhbouse in
Extord. Al the oceupanis were out, apart From a voung child aod a maidservant, The
latter hid in an oven and beard the Doones kill the child while they sang: ‘11 svvone
ks who kifled thee: Tell ‘e twas the Doones of Badgewarthy” The loeal population
thon rose against the Doones, who were taken, tried and exceuted. This tale was to
appear in two Devon guide-books, in Howsehold Words and in Fraser’s Magosine. o the
last two versions, the child was caten. The writer for Frwehold Wards, James Payn,
deseribid the erime as commiteed by the Doones of Badgerley in around 1786 neayr
Barnstaple. The waid remembering the rhyme led to therr arrest and execution by
hanging in chains % The incident was mentioned also in the Leistre Hour but without
the couplel and with the maid biding in an puthouse. ™ The chitd-murder may have
been Lhe savage act which Murray stated eocouraged the loeal peasantry fo put an end
to the Deones.™ Ward could not find any older inhabitants of Exmaeor familiar with this
story, but many knew of another in which a child was killed. The fullest was oblaned
from o Mrs Tuekor, whoe heard it fivst (o ar before 1857, While raiding a fierm at
Badgery the intruders stabbed at the bullocks to make them roar The farm foreman, o
Carmiworker, and then e farer came out to investignie; and were all killed, Hearing

people enter the honse, the farmer’s son hid in a chimney and Lhe wife in a cask of

feathers. All that could be tound was a baby, A wormen swprgestoed that they kill the ealf,
then the cow will mooee.” This advice was taken, mul the mother showed herself. The
next doy o large dog appeared. It van off after bring wounded, and the blood trail was
Folluwod to the robhers’ laiv Mrs. Tucker believed that there was snow about, which
made the tracking easier; but was not told the name or fute of the murderers, [n anoth-
er voraion told to Ward, it was stated that the ineident took place at Parsonage Fuaem.
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Journal of 1748 | and the family Bible, It was

Oare and that the child was killed slewly by repeated pricking, ‘The mother never
cmerped, wd the inlruders left empty-handed 2% A different vendeving, reported by
lox, named the Doones as the colprits. On seeing them stab her danghten the mother
agreed to hand over the family vatuables, bal was then herself killed 7

Many of thuse gquestionod by Cox believed that the Dovaes reachemd Bxawor during
the middle years of the seventeenth century, Mundy mestionod theie sebtling in eleven
ruined buildings at Badgeworthy, but o dilforept tradition stated that they struggled
thraugh snow to reach a farmhouse, They then turned oul the sceupants, may ebderly
man and Lis maidservant, to perish 2® This legend was not apparvently reported until
1904; and may have been confused with one concorniug the deaths of the last inhabi-
tants of Badgeworthy, an old man anc his gpraoddawgebiter in g Docember stuavstorm of
around 18002 A popular view held that the arviginal Doones were men of rank dis-
phiced from their homes by Lhe Civil War Thornton was of similar opinion, but with the
modification that they were sopporters of the Duke of Monmouth in biding after the
battle of Sedgemoor™™ Other suggested that the original Doones came from tferther
afielil, Aceording to Rawle, they represented vague and distorted foll-memories of
maraudiog Danes hiding from King Allred. It had its supporters, but this opinion was
generally disnissed * Another proposition receiving seant support was thal the Doones
were memhers of the Dwa clan from Carmarcthenshive™ [n view of the extensive com-
meree betwoeen South Wales and sorth Devon, not too much significance should be
attached to the burial of “The Weleh Henry' in 1628 at Brendon, the parish in which
Badgeworthy les™ Finally, the suggestion was made, but apparvently ipnored, thal the
Doone legends derived [rom the doings of the Downe family who inhabited Exmoor in
Planlapgenel times ™

Some of Cox’s informant= held that the Doones were Scota ™ [n 1801, Swudriv Doon”
tIda Marie Browne) chiimed that while staying in the westeountry with her uncle she
discovered heirioons and Bunily papers Hnking ber Scotlish ancestors, the Doots with
the Doones of Exiaar. Amang them was a pistol inseribed £ Doone, (681 and Poriok.
There was alsa a porteait said o be of Sir Ensor Doone i 1579, The documents inchal-
et an unootaled genealogy by Charles Doone of Braemuir dated 1804, Bupert Doones
Browne's canglusion that the arrival of the
Doanes an fxmonr stemmed rons enmity between James Stuart, fiest Bavl of Moray,
and his twin brother, Ensor, over the ownership of Doune Castle, Afler the earls mur
dor by the Barl of Huntly, probably instigated by Ensor Stuart, the food intensified and
was further heightened in 16818 when Ensor Stuart’s son, Ensov Jamoes, assumed the
name Doune, Jnsor Devne, who was koighted duving the journey of James [to London,
and his wife: were given the alternatives of exile or imprisonment in Douwne Castle. They
opted for the Tormer. and after failing to plead their case before the king scttled in
Somerset. There, four sons and a number of vrandchildren were raised. Browne
acknowledged hier aucestors’ tawlessness, bul secerding to her it was not this which
mused them to leave Exmoor, In 1699, [teen vours after the death of Sir Ensor, the
(ourth Barl of Moray invited the family back ta Seotland #

Browne's documents were seen by Chanter wha reparded them as of extrome inter-
est. Sorne yeurs luter he heard from v one-time tutor to u Northumberland Fimily who
saw Rupert Doone's journal in 18825 This. the family Bible, and a number of papers
yut to be examined were destroyed hy live in Deceraber 1902, The surviving articles
were photographed by Ward, He was preparved to accept them as genuine, but largely
on the basis of pot wishing to aeeuge Browne and her unele of a particularly impudent
frand * Thumyeroft noted a discvepancy betsween Browne's reludionship to 8ir Ensor
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Doone necording Lo the Family Bible and us dedoced rom Cliaeles Doone's aceount, bal
was nelined to an open mind™ By contrast, Rawle dismissed Brownes account out of
hand, deawing alteation to the absence of archival evidenee of Str James Stuart having
a bwin andd ofan Ensor Doune being koighted by James LY Later, Blakistoo stated that
the wording of Rupert Dooue's jowcnal was move appeopeiate Lo the nineleenth or bwon-
tietlt cenlurics thaa to the eighteenth. ' The reservations coneerning Browne's docu-
mwentary evidence have vel Lo be dismissed ™ As vegareds the artefacts, Rawle doubted
their authenticity and noted ihat others had appearod in connection with a stage-
show. ¥ The portrait of Sir Ensor Doane was reprodced by Ward and in The King,
which published also a photograph of the pistol and considered il to be gonuine™ To
some, the pun and portrail provided tecefutable proof that the Doones were on Exmoor
during the seventeenth century ™ The gun, novertheloss, appears to the present writer
to be an earty vineteenth cendury box-lock pereussion-fire pistel with the hammer
crudely modified 1o hold a flint. A more recent addition w the Doone-related artefacts is
a povtrait of Lorna Doone. sadd to date from eighleen vears before the appearance of the
epenymous novel ™ However, it is attributed to Willian Charles Wonter AL, who was
not horn until 185747

In 1831 Beles veported hearing of an alternative theory involving Scotland. In 1642
Adam Bellenden, n distinguished Scoltish clervie whoe fell foul of his compatriots, beeame
rector of St Dubricius’ Chureh, Porlock. Bellenden had conneetions with Dunmllme, and
eoutd have brought a servant fronn the"nearby village of Dounc. After the death of his
master in 1647, the man possibly wandered omto Exmoone to mnke his hiome o the roins
at Badgeworthy and live by theft. ™ Burton dismissed this propostd ascwild', bul wonetlwe-
less gave quadificd support Lo the general view of the Doones orggnating in Seetland ™

The moest teling obstacle to Hnking the various Doone lepgends to historical et s the
laek of convineing documentary corvoboration. If the popular view of them s cormeal,
the Doones were acltive when James Boevey was Warden of Bxminer £ TBES3- TESS
Boevey frequently engaged in Htigation, and is unlikely to hove tolerated an sreangsed
band of thieves without making some official protest Rowle, Healey and dacDermet.
all faited to find any archival record of the Doones in ke extensive sescarehes ko te
history of Exmoor™ Al that can be stated wilh any cortainty is that it is prabable that
at some time a child was kiled duving the caorse o a honse-brealdng on fsigoar The
wounding of oue of the culprits enabled hix fellows to be captueed. There reains cou-
siderable doubt ag to where, when and by whom the autrage was catmnitted,
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REVIEWS

(Readers are advised that opinions expressed by reviewers are their wn and nol nec-
eszarity those of the Fditor ar of the Devon History Society as 2 whole

James Green. Canal Builder and County Surveyor (1781-1849) by Brian George,
Devon Books 1997, 18490, ilustrated. £12,.95 from Halsgrove, Lower Moor Way,
Tiverton, Devon. X168 655 [SBN 0 86114 914 9,

The publication of Lthis book represents a carelully edited and valuable record of over
twenty vears” work of one of Devon's least known vivik eugincers. His work deserves
wider reeognition and Brinn George’s new bDiography ot Jaumes Green (1781-1849) (= to
b wiaenly welcomed. Green was horn in Binminglum, the son of a civil engineer. He
worked as assistont to that great engineer, Johin Rennie, om 1801 to 1807, and later
heeteme Devan'’s frst County Bridge Surveyor @ position he held far thirty-three years,
during which time he designed and built over a hundred bridges, He also designed and
constrocted canal gystems for Bude, Tovvington, the Grand Western Canal in Somerset,
and constructed the extension Lo the Bxeter Canal, He also undevtook magor roadinile -
ing projects in Devon which still remadn part of the eounty's highway network.

Green's achievements were many aad various; the book describes in detail olher
activities that he pursasd i bis roles as bolth a consultant and contractor encomposs-
ing such works as land rechunation, architeclure, dock construction and mmntenanee
requirements. AH tnall, he was the complete civil engineer.

The ook conlains over 180 pages ol intrmation and many black and white photo-
graphs, drawings and prints ol cngineering prujects which were undertaken by Green in
Devon, all painstakingly gathered togetler by fhe author who, himself, followed in the
footsteps of Green. Ag a former Chief Bridge Enpgineer with Devon County Council,
trian Genege was vespongible for the overall supervision of the design and constraction
of bridpes in thee county during his twenty-eight vears with the authorcity, He is 2 mem-
hor ol the institulion of Civil Bagineers’ Panel for Historie Engineering Works in Devon
ant Cornwall and i+ well qualified to comment on the achivvements of James Greea.

The brwok contains excellent appendices of bridge design ond constraction aseribed to
CGreen with the vese span and tocation of work, together with his canal and doek works,
There is o usclul index of sites which helps the veader to locate pages of particular
interest to then, The book. as a whole, i indispensable to those who wish te have a bet-
ter knowledge of some engincering wonuwments in the county and is highly recom-
mended as a thoroughly worthwhile read.

Noif Macaieloy

Hawley's Fortalice. Dartmouth’s Fivrst Castle by Terry Edwards, Dartinouth
History Research Group Paper no24. Hlustrated. 32pp. Paperback. Available from
Dartimouth Museum, The Butterwalk, TQ6 9P7 and Harbour Boakshop, 12 Fairfax
Hace, TQS 9ALR, £2.00 or by post from the Museum 275 [SBN [ 349011 14 5,

In 137 the Crown instructed John Flawley and others of Dortmouth te examine and
rectify the shorteomings in the defences of the Lown and port and ta build the neeessary
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Fortilications, In spite of periodic remtinders no work seems fo have heen undertaken
until 1388 when it was recorded that o fortalice was being consiructed at the mouth of
the Dart for the delvnce of fown and shipping, Beidence suggests that, this was probably
completed by 1400 B s the aim of the author, the present Eoglizh Ueritage enstodian
ol Davtmotth Castle, in co-operation with the Dartmeath History Research Group, Lo
diseovor the extent of the oviginal eastle, much of which has either been bulll over or
replaced by later developmaent. Cartographic evidence is provided by Lhe Great Phin of
the South West of 1840, by a more delailed contemporary drawing and by sixteenth
ceatury plans. This has made possible the identilicadion of cortain parts of wall and
Lower s belonging to Lhe older stracture.

Ll part of the sixteenth century the Corew family had o monor ouse e the fortalice
whose grounds were bounded on one side by the northern strvich of curtain wall, much
af which, Logelher with the remnins of a tower, still exists. Phese ave the magor survivors
of the original works, Minor ones inelude blocked arches, shoet lengths of parts of wall
and traces uf the oviginal watergate. While it is clearly not passible to define aecuvalely
Lhe plan of Hawleys works the veconstruetion oflered seems a likely one. Armed with it
the visitor ean lollow the route suggested by the author and form his own conelusions,
Ll ean also speculade on where the guns andfar eatapults were sited.

The author includes short notes on John [Hawley, on the Carews whe cliimaed thal the
eastle was on thelr land, took it by {orce and kept it for Lwo years and on St Pelrock’s
Chureh. The plans ure dlewr wnd the photographs rood. [t s o fruittul example of co-
operation with an ofheial body which other loeal history proaps might fined well worth
copying.

Adrran Revd

Mines of Cornwall and Devon. An tlistoric Photographic Record by Peler
Stanier T'welveheads Press. 10Spp, illustrated £15.000 [BEN O 906294 40 L

This hook is based on a sevies of excelent photographs taken by theee members of the
Geological Survey beiween 1903 and 1907 and by a fourth in 845, The dates are sig-
aifieant. The earlicr photes show an industry beginning to climb out of the depression
of the 1880s while the latest recovd one on the threshold of technologien! change. Tin is
Lhe predominant wuneral theoughout the period with wolfram often found with it. Two
types of ivon ore, magnelile and nieseous haentadite wore also mined convmereinlly as
were harvies and ball elay.

Alter w short historieal introduction the author descoibes the technigues ciployed in
underground and open-east mining, stream working, tin ore dressing and the eftect on
the Coraish landscape of the concentration of mines in comparitively small areas,
Linderstandably, the mining industry in Devor was (ar less significant at this time than
that in Cornwall, Tin extraction had long since ceased and the county's richest mine,
Devon Great Copeals, with its copper and avsenic, bad closed anly a couple of years
before the varliest photograph.

The principal Devon mining area was the Toign Valtley. The chapter devoted to it
records o variety of undertakings. AL Bridfavd baryles was mined fom 1875 to 1958, at
lirst. mostly by open-east workings and then from progressively deeper shatts. Neavhy
at Cireat Rock micacenus haomatite was extracted by adits and shafts until dosure in
1969. There are particutarly poad photographs of both these undertakings, Bul the
miajor and hasting worked deposits arve the ball clays of the Buvey Basin, Useful dia-
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griuns explain the chanyges Tn exteactive lechuiques in the present centuey. Outside the
Teign Valley the only viher Oevon mine recorded is ot Hemerdon Ball to the NE of
Plymoulh. This was spened in 1917 to produce wolfiam, but Jow post war prices fivecd
its closure. Reopenad in 1940 it again had a short il A final adtemph W revive it by
extensivie upeneast mining gol planning permission in 1955 bt fnlling prices el Lo the
abandonteat of the projeet.

The: photographs are well reproduced and. as wonld be expected, well chosen. Che
divgrams and wmaps ave helplul aceessorics (o the author's clear vxplanations, [t is not
Lis fault that Devon plays so small a part i the book, o fact | suspect that few of ils
inhabitants, outside the Tetgn Valley, knew that anything except clina clay was heing
extracted, As a child  watched with awe the aseending and descending eages of a
Cornish tin mine but no one ever thought of going to look ai the pit head ab Bridford.
"This book is an exeellent substitule tor such a missed experience!

Aericn Reed

A Guide to the Industrial Archueology of Devon, by Mike Bone and Poter Stanier
Assoeliatian for Industrial Avchaeology, 1998, Hostrated. 5368 pp. £4.95 in loeal hools-
shops, ar £5.4¢ inel. p & p from Rager Ford, Barn Cottage, Bridge Street, Bridgnovth,
Shropshire. WV15 GAF. [SBN 0 95259530 10,

Publication of this booklet eoincided with the week-long annual conference of the
Association for Industrial Archaeology, which in 1998 was held in Devan, It is o suvces-
sor to the guides conpiled by Walter Minehinton: ndestricd Archaeotogy in Devon
{1968, vevised 1970, 1973 and 1976), andd Devow's dedustrfal Past {1986,

I this new ssue there is an historieal intraduction and then the condents, instend of
being grouped under the varieus types of industey. are listed as p gozetfer i1 {en aveas,
carresponding to those of the Districe, Bovough aud Ciky authorities of the engnty, A
avinbol given with eaclt site entry ndicates the case of viewing, such us iF apen, or not,
te the public. Well over 70 phatographs are included iy the tosd, all of which, slthough
often quite small, are elear and distinet. There are also numaocnes maps, and an index of
entries under catepories of industry,

With the lurge number and wide range of industrial sites existing in 2 county such
as Deven, o work of this limited length, ip order to be as compechensive as possible, has
ulso to abserve needs for brevity, However o converient. ligt of cupgestions for further
reading 15 provided,

tatehing the eye are o fow small eevors which could be covrected in the event of a fue-
ther print vun, such as place-names given as Stonecombe {or Stoniveambe and South
Zeals for Soulh Zewd The Merveivade tinners” mill noted was nol solely for blowing and
smelting but apparently also had stamps for crushing the ore. And cotwerning the
Crrand Western Conal, the length from the basin ot Tivertan to Lowdwells is 11 miles
{uet 74, and the canals agueduet was velined sith sproyed conerete (not buiyl pubber),
in 1992 and 19935, (It was on a streteh arther along the coute that leaks in the canals
bed wire cowbated by bugyd Hining, in 1973, and by o nwore durable membrane in 1990,

Generally, however, the well written hooklet is suitably informative and pleasant to
ezl Tt shauld be of uselul inlerest W Dovon residents as well as to vieitors swith o Laste
tor industrial archacology, and is atteactively produced.

Helen flares
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South West Family Histories by Stuart A, Royimand, FFUS rEublications) Lid, 2-4
Killer Strect, Ramshottom, Bury, Lunes BLO 9132, 124 pp. Paperbacke £7.50 + p&ep 60p.
[SBN | 86006 0730

This is an alphabetical Hating of some 1800 Camilies in the six south-western eoun-
ties about whom histories and podigrecs have been published, It deaws together, with

some additions, moterial previausly included in the booklets for separate eounties in
the author’s British Cencddagical Bibliographies series. Collections of pedigrees and
biographies are diliberrely exeluded, so the existence of Vivian's Visitations of the
Cowndy of Devonshive, for instance, wilh ilg scoves of longthy ancient pedigrees is not
mentioned, and detailed intormation gathered by biographers about thadir snbjents’

forboars ts unvecorded. The eriterin for inclusion, on the other hand, arve not staid

and rewain unclear, Many of the references are to substantial volwmes o to carelully

researched articles, but many more are to what Lurn oul to be gencalngical trivia.

such as half-page potes of the baptismal and burial dates of the children of an cigh-
Leenth confury Plymoteth ropemaker and his wile, of the inseriptivns on two memori-

als to Deven men in o Midlands cathedral, and of sevenleen names written in a fam-
ily bible saved from a rubbish heap by o dustman, 1t would probably be o disappoiut-
ment to find oo more than this after monaping to rack the references down, Nor

would that necessarvily be easy, sinee their whereabouts are not specilied. Readers
with loeal knowledge tan doubllessdind thelr way wnsnded to collections of the

Transactions of the Devonshire Associotion and Devon and Cormwaeli Netes oud

Queries, bt oven they, et alone olhoers less weoll inforied, would surely beneiit from

an indication of at least one westeountry library holdiug all o some of the New

Fngland Historical amd Gonvological Begester or o hook produced by the Methodist

Publishing House i Siaygapore in 1918, Sowth West Fomily Histories would be very

much more uselul than it already s, iF the introduetion were constderably extended

Lo give such information about aveilability, te deseribe the niture and vears of publi-

cation of the now defunet or st curvent journals that are cited, and Lo make elear
which issues have heen serutinised and which remain to be searehed, The greatest

“peed is fur explicit workiog definitions of family history” aml ‘pedigree’ that silt out
Hems iuing fewer than ten members of the funily concerned o covering as fow a8

thirou generations.
Feent Stevle

Topsham Houses, Warehouses and Trades 1700s and earlier by Ann Mussoun,
published by FA, Muszon, 1398, Paperback, iv + 20 pp. 450, [SBN 0 9534218 0 5

When he reviewer maved to Topxhinm some tweaty vears ago, he was told, not unkind-
Iy, that it was ‘Uhe Chelses of the Svuthwest’. T faet, Topsham is far more complex than
even Lhe more pretentious Londor suburbs, The over-riding impression of the new
arrival was that Be was in o town which cid not know what to do with itzelt Tlaving
Tost its autonomy, shoulil it =ettle for being one of the more attractive middle-class
Txeler suburba? Shoubd it concentraie on calering for Bhe more diseriminating loarist
or yachtsman? Should it accommodate the apeountry widew's wish for warmish wintors
in o region where she had spent a happy summer fortnight? Should it rest content with
bring o compnuaity leoking after its own? The list could go on. Whatever the cuteome,
I Musson provides o record and g warning ol what may be lost in the process.
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Whether this is due to indiseriminate granny-{lad conversions, mass stavter home hoild-
tng o <omethiong else, Lime will tell,

The hoak consists in the main of a sevies of colour phoisgraphs showing a varicty of
miternal and external arehiteetwral and decorative featnres, Their eaptions are coneise,
and where nol effering full explanation are sufficient to <harpen cuviosity. Those
encotraged to loolk further will fined the provided town plan invaluabte, Sonw may won-
der at the inclusion of what at first sight seem uo more than taity hrick walls or divty
old beatns. To do so s Lo miss a vital peint - a8 with people, it is Lhe seemingly Hetle
Lhings that are the most instruelive and madte o phice memarable,

Considering thre bigh quatity of the Hustrations, this bool is rensonably priced and
deserves i readership heyond the conlines of ibs subject. [t reminds us that there is
more to popular loead history publishing than providing compilations of quaind post-
rardds, and Lthal comserving owr heritage invelves more than earping about satellite aeri-
als and doors patnted in the wrong coleur D Musson’s work should be eradated olse-
wheve,

S, Bl

Churston Story, LO88-1998 by Jean H Tregaskis, [The author, Singloton, 21 Manor
Road. Golbupton, Brixham TQ35 0PH]. Znd ed. 1998, 565, illus. £3.004+530p postige. {(No
ISBN|

it is always a pleasure to veview o work by o Soviety member and perhaps oven more sa
shen the book invelved is clearly a labowr ol love” by 1ls author, When the original was
already owned, it was easy to see why a second vdition was necded - a further ten vears
lizs been added to the vilnge's (hut mainly to the chureh's) stary, previously the title
voud 1088-1988. A new cover has been printed and i now includes a colowred photo-
araply ol the window given by its most faneus recent warstipper, Mrs Malowan thetter
known to ns as Doove Agatha Cheistie, who was o resident in the parish for many
yoears),

The ehureh has o long history, The Hst of vieaes taceted in this edition) starts in the
thirteenth century when it was ‘Brivham with Churaron” and continues to include the
present incnmbent. Perhaps more important are the links hetween the village and the
Yarde, now Yarde-Buller, Eauily (o geneulogical table of these fanilies, ineluding the
Fownes and Lutterells, has also been added). The church had been without a burial
ground fnr centurics. Badies were taken o Brisham for barial over the conluries: after
some controversy aned delay o plot of tand adjacent to the chureh was conscerated early
i 1905, The stary of its creabion is told here for the first time.

i Pikee

Caring for Cockington, the conservation & environment guide, prepared by the
Cockington Management Board. [Country Park Office ofo Toarbay Council, Civie Ofhces,
Torquay} 32p illus. 1998, £2.50, [No 1SBN}

"This hookled tells briefly the <tory of Cockinglon over the past 200 years, ity buildings
{including the famous Deum fon designed by Sie Bdwin Luvtens? and the attempts
heing made by all those in the village tineluding the Prudential which owns part of it
and the Council which bought over 130 acres (u the 1930s) to conserve it for the futuree,
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The congervalion critevia sve of particular wlerest and anyone involved in similar proj-
cets would find the list helptul.

Jahn Pike

Devon’s Century of Change by Uelen Harris, Peninsuala Press, 1998, Lddp, illus.
£6.99 [SBN (H 872640 47 8

When starting to research the history ol the borough of Tarquay over the last hundred
years, it beeame only too clear that maost of the events over almost three-guarters of it
could be remembered from heing there’. This s of course equably frue of Helen Harriss
work whicl, although the canvas is wider, tells of landmarks and events which can be
recalled from one’s own memory. Going through its Len chapters, which cover all aspects
of daily lile, Lherefore make it fascinating reading. '

It is somewhal unespected to read Gn chapter D a detaited account of the develop-
ment of the internal combusbion engine and Lo be reminded that in 1922 an Auslin 7
cost £165. This is just one of the many instances deseribed as to bow gread inflation has
heen since 1900, Another example of price intlation is the rise in the eost of sending a
letter. The ‘threcho’penny’ letter tone and a half old penee) charge was uncbhanged for
nearly 20 yvears.

The comprehensiveness of the coverage can be gauged from the inclusion of a secetion
o taviation’. Toall started with the Wreight Brothers says Mrs Farris, There was how-
ever o little koown event tn Devon o decade eavlier; a Swiss named Liventaal working
in Dartmoulh ‘gol oft the ground’ in nearby Dittisham,

All the fandmarks in the development of childven’s oducation are documented. Aiter
the Balfour Act of 1902, schools woere recomimended to ensure that ‘tnfants {up to the
age of seven) [would be| expected to eount to 100, and Lo achieve ceriain standads in
adidition and sublraction, multiplication and division. Lo say the alphabet, have read the
preseribed reader and to ranscribe simple words™. A century hater, mucl is still Lo be
done,

The last chapter coneerns the ‘People of Devon themselves’, it onds:"Devon still has
s glortows and varied countryside of hills and valleys. and architectural heritage,
Moreover, qualities of concern and friendliness that are known to have existed in the
people of Devon's early-cenlury generalions arve still Lo be found in its descendants.
Long may they fourish and prevail’s A figting conclusion to what s 2 comprebensive
and very readable supplement to W, (1L Hosking’ memorable work, The thirty-odd ius-
trations provide an adequate but unexceptional accompaniment to an outstanding text.
It deserves Lo become o standard texthook in school libravies and should be on every
bookshell al home as o ‘home reference’ on the county, There is also o good index. For
tess than seven pounds it is exceplional value,

Solen Pife

Giuide to Opders & Certificates &e in Parish Archives, Vol | by Mike Brown. 36pp
Ab. £2.50, obtainable p & p free {rom Dartmoor Press, PO Box 132, Plymouth PLa 7Y

Texts of numerous documents related to the laws on setélement and removal are tran-
stribed in this booktet, with purposes explained and relovant Acts outlined. In Lhis case
archives of Ughorough parish - one particulurly rich in o owide vange of documents - are
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tuken as examples, bul the sume exereise could be applied elsewhere, BEarliost of the
archives quurled wee churchwarcdens’ aceounts dating from 16862, while the majority
relate to the cighleenth centiry and later The result of painstaking attontion, the work
will be ol useful interest to researchors in family and local histories.

Hoton Harris

TOPSHAM MUSEUM

Topsham bMuseum “is staging an exhibition for the 1999 season entitled *Artists in
Topsham', which will inelude a changing section for living artists both professional and
amateur representing a wide range of styles aod technigues,

The museum is contained in o Willlam and Mary house, with contemporary furnish-
ingas. The butldings sail loft is devoted Lo the history of Topshum, with inforimation alse
on the wildlite of the Bxe estuary. Memorabibia includes a collection related Lo the
actress Vivien Leigh. There is alse a small shop.

Group visits are particalarly weleome aaud eatered for, at special rates, (Cream teas
can be arranged), The Museum is open from Whe Salurday of the Faster weekend unti
the end of October: 2-5 pon. Monday, Wednesday, Sadurday and Sunday, while group vis-
it may also be arvanged at other tnes. Standard admission charge = £1.50, conces-
sons are available, and children free.

Further details from: Mary Lambert, Topsham Muscurn, 25 The Strand, Fopsham
X3 DAX. Tel: 01392 873244,
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Histories for the Millennium

“This project to produce parish histories s led by the Open University and you may
already have reeeived details, Oue member Simon Timms is boping that a network ol
pmplev can he set up in Devon which ecould be approached for advics by local histary
groups who are planning to write millennium histories, Devon Books already has abaut
925 parishes who ave interested in such an undertaking and no doubl more will deelure
an inberest as the millennium approaches. There were no volunteers lor the post of
coordinnlor ab the annnal meeting of the Devon History Socicety on 7 November, bud 1
ara prepared Lo maimtain a list of contnels w whom groups eould be directed, While 1
ata prepared to give the eceasional tulk on the vesources of the Westeountry Studies
Libriry in Exeter, [ ennnot andectales Lo travel areund to give guidanee to groups so,
pluzm(}-, ean any volunleers who are prepared to give advice sead me the following

details:

. Name, address. phont, fax, c-mail twhere available)

. Areas of speeific oxpertise thistorical period, sourees used ete)

. Cleographien) aven they are prepared to tackle (it would help if o wide aren of
the county could be spreitied rather than one or two specilic communities:

° Type of help they ave prepaved Lo offer {e.g. talks, distribution of reseacch aids,
workshops. telephone advice), .

You ean obtiin a capy of the Open Universitys leatlet from OSFACTT (MMleaflets,

Facilty of Sovial Seiences, Open University, Milton Keyies MET 6AA or you find fur-
Lher irithrmatinn ou thetr website at httpfsorsiopen.ae uk/SoeScifostach/intro htm!,

ferne Mexted

County Lovel Stidivs Librarian

Letter to the Editor

It wits good to read, in the Qctober edition, the detailed study of General Stmeoe’s work
in Suiit Domingue. i may of interest to know thal the General, while waiting te tale
up hig new position az Commander-in-Chiel, India, actually set satl with Eavl St
Vincent for Lishon in 1806 on HMS Hlustrious, However, the ship was ordered home
again by the Admiral when Simeoe tell Uk the ship and its quairtees Lad all been newly
painted and the txie sell affeeted the General, who was then hrought as a very sick
man U BExeter via Torbay
Rivhard Broad
Dunthesoel]

Minutes of the 28th Annual General Meeting held in the
Queen’s Building, University of Exeter, 7 November 1998.

Present the President, Dr Hareld Fax, io the Chair; 52 menbers of the Society tnames
Hatedl in atrendancs register).

The President paid tribute to the late Mre Edwin Haydon OBE. the Society’s Hon,
Treasurer, and the meeting stood (o his memory,

1. Apologies: &le & Mrs A, Gore, De AL Grant, Dr T & Mes B Groeves,

2. Minutes of the 27ih AG 1997, printed in FHT 56, were approved and signed. There
woere wa mabfers arising,

3 Hon, Secvetarys report: 47 Memboers attended the Spring meeting, hold jointly with
the Somersel Avchaeological and Nawaral History Society at Coldharbonr Working Wool
MHL with o talk by Dr Flower-Smith ou The Walvonds of Bradfeld™. Pablications ol the
Ulfeulme Arebrae Crroup and Local Llistory Group were on displiey. The Summer moect-
g at Totnes wits hosted by Totnes Musewn Saeiety; those attending wore appreciative
of Mr Boh Mun's expert. guieding and Mres Kristin Saunders hospitality, 103 individual
moembers and 17 societivs had so e taken up the offer of a freo copy of the haoldet £
paersuit of Devon's fistory, Rovallies up to May 1998 isnounted to €594 and o further
L1183 hodl come in sinee. More publicity would be sought e inerease comnwercial sales.
As well ax contributing o the eost of printing the handbook, the Society had made o
50 prant to a serws of local history workshops at the Devon & Exeter astitulion auod
pedged 500 a veor fur five vears to the Vielovia County History of Deven, if plans for
it revival with Heritage §oltery money wore suecesslul. [The President contirmed that
a preliminary decision was expected in February 1999] Phe number of societies alfiliat-
ng Lo the Sociely stood ab 4 My Draisey, the County Avclivist, had Kindly spgreed oot
to rodse the Y975 annual fee paid by the Society, allowing atlested members of alfiliated
socielies to use the RO without charge. The Society had joined the Friends of Devon's
Arclives us o gronp member Gur Vive-Prosident, K Jobn Pike, had written to the
Ministor for Culture, NMedia & Sport to protest ab the seant regard paid wo archives in
the Department’s recently issued ‘Comprehensive spending review', In relation to
Devon County’= plaras for the Millenniua, the Cowneil of the Socieby had been asked by
Mr Stman Timms to ideatify those members prepared to offer advice o loeal gronps
embarking on new toeal history projects. A Volunteer would be needed to act as contart
person and a geneval invitation would be ineluded o The Decon Historian,

My Tony Collings was thanked for his help iniminute-takiog and for the improved look
of the current progeamme. Mr John Stirling was thanked for help with packing and
minling,

The Hiy, Secretary gave notice that she did not wish to continue in offiec altec Octobwer
1899 and askoed (or volunteers Lo comwe furwad,

& Hon, Membership Secretary's report, Numbers for categovies of ainrent membership:
Individual 259, Emnily 3¢, Life 12, Honorary 3, Covporate 28, Al ated 34,

39








