





DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

Current and back lssues of The Deves Historian (except for numbers 7, 11, 15, 16 and
237 ean be oblained from Mz S Stivlig, Devon & Excter Institution, 7 The Close,
Exeter EX 1L IEZ. (Number 22, which = available, was ot a ‘normal’ issue, but was total-
v devoled to being our fiest Bibliageaphyy, Copies up to and including No 36 are priced
al £2, post lree, and from Nu 37 oawards €3, Also avaitable post free ave badey 1o The
Devon Historian Chor issues 1-16, 16-30 and 31431, and Pevon Bibliogrephy (1580, 951,
1982, 1985 and 1950 all £1 each. Bibltographics for more recentd years ore available
from Devon Library Servicoes,

The: Viee-Chanman, Mr John Pike, 82 Hawking Avenoe, Chelston, Torquay TR 655,
would be plad to acquire coples of the oul-of-stock numbers ol The Devon Historian list-
ed above.

NOYE FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Articles are welcomad by the Hon, Kebitor to be considered for publication in The fevon
Historion. Generally the length should not execed 2,000 - 2,500 words (plus nates and
possible Hustrations), although much shorter pieces of suitable subsianes may alsa be
aeceptable, as ave lkems of information concerning nusenms, leal socicties and prtice-
wlar prajeets being undertaken.

To axsist the work of the Editor and the printies please cosure that contributions are
clearly tyvpewrillen, on one side of the paper only, with double spacing and adequate
marging, wid also, ag lar as possible, that the jurnal’s style is followoed on such matters
as Lhe restrained use of eapital letters, initianl single cather than double inverted com-
mas, the writing of the date thus e 30 Novembee 19695, ole,

THE TREASURER

By the cod of our present financial year, that is e 30 April 1999, our tHonorary
Treasurer; Edwin Haydon, will hawve kopt the Soviets s aceounts for Bve vears, He would
like & pest from this task and a volunteer ix soueld Lo take over the job from 1 May
1994, The only gqualification which would assist s an ability to keep a computerised
account. [fany member can offer to take over Lthe acecounts he or she is requested to zel
i touch with our General Secretary or the Honoroey Treasurer,

GENERAL SIMCOE OF WOLFORD, EAST DEVON

William [ »o2s

The name, John Craves Simeow, 1732-1806, is familiar to countless pedostrians who
know the cobbles of Exeter's Cathedral Close, A plague! at the site of o house tu
Cathedral Close where Suncos died Lells us that this O)d Boy of the former Exeter Froe
Grammar School fnow Exeter Schooh® *Laid The Foundation” fur the ‘Orderly Growlh
And Develtopment” of present-day Ontario, Canada, o Simeoe. we read, was the first
Lietlennnt-Covernor of Upper Canada fnow Ontariod and the plague vefers to his
‘Active Adwministeation’ there between the years, 1791-1796. ko fact his carecr in
Canada, which was ‘generally commended™, is well documented and veferences to it
abound in secondary sources, old and new. The plague turther informg us that he had
previously served in the army, from 1770, and was o regimental commander in the
American colonics at the time of the American Revolution, One can add that Colonel
Simeoe had returned to Britain iz 1782 as o prisonor-ofwar on parole, had narried, !

and then lived ‘at his old home, enjoving o life of tramguillity™ and serving, preior to
going to Canada, as o west counlry M, for St Mawes in Cornwall, His funidy home was
Wollord Lodge, an estate o about [ive thousand aeres near Honiton !

n the south wall of Exeter Cathedral wo monument., erected in 1812, reeords Simeae’s
Virtues' as those of “The Taro, The Patriab, And the Christian’ aad adds e Served His
King And His Country With A Zeal Excecded Only By His Piety Toward Gad'. Boelow
this grand momorial to a local worthy an inseription placed in more recent times by the
Cmtavio Heritugo Foundation reminds us that he was the founder of Toronta and
declares that Lis grave in the old family chapel at Woltord will be maintained in perpe-
tuity by the Foundation ‘as a place of pilgrimage’.

Neither the wontment in Exeter Cathedeal nov the plague in Cathiedral Close men-
tivis Lhal Simens, who had distinguigshed himsclf in the American war and fater io
Canada, also served king and country in the West Indies, The year afier be stepped
down as Licutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, Licatenaut-General Simeoe (he was
promoted in 17961 was Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the captured French
colony of Saint Domingue tnow Haitil, the western end of the original Spanish Colony.
Hispaniola. He sueevcded Major-Goneral Sir Adam Williaunson, whe had heen knighted
for his services there Simeoe wevived in the colony towards the end of February 1797, A
litkle over four months later, however, he sailed home, without permission, wilthout car-
rying out his instructions, aud he uever returned. [t was the end of Simeacs caveer in
colonial administration and he took up his life again on his Wollord estate. Nol only had
he left his post but his truncated governorship, though ‘active’, hud resulied in costly
failure. There ean be no talk of hig laving foundations for orderly growih and develop-
ment in Saint Domingue.”

The sitaation in the 17908 was full of danger™ The coelany had heen France's wealehi-
est, producing more of the vash erop. sugar. than ail the British tropical colonies put
togetlier; cotliee was also an Important export. Bat it was to sufter violent repercussions
from the Freneh Revalution, which served to exacerbate divisions in local society. The
forly thousand or so whites, mostly French, weve fractious - those from Franee despised
white creules; planters vied with merchants: planters and merchants alike looked duwn
on lower-class whites; some supparted the revolution; the plantoeracy generally did not,
Indeed British annexation had (eHowed epresentations from mainly planter interests,
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andd landings of troops went unopposed. A similar number of ‘affranchis’| free persens of
colour, mostly mulattoes, was divided by wide variations in soclo-economic position
they coubd be plaaters or merchants, and own slaves) and they too were divided in Lheir
support for the revolution, the well-to-da frequently rovalisl. Then there weve slaves,
about halt & mibion. Those born in Saint Domingue, creoles, tooked upon acvrivals from
Afriea with seorn'”, though, when aews of the revolution reached the colony, creoles as
weldl as Alrieans in constderable numbers deserted ‘ownees’, white or black, and joined
marauding bands of republicans which ravaged the countryaide, Within a year or twa
rebellious republicans, black and white, were being led by Toussaint DOuverture’, a
wesldthy free black, and during o deeade of bloodshod Toussaint and his followers sys-
tematically helbd their own against all-comers - royalists iwhether whites, free eoloureds
or loval slaves, Lhousands of whom joined the eolontal corps), $panish ineursions from
Santo Dominge {the easlern purt of the istand), and British annexation. Into this Moody
confusion stepped John Graves Simeoe. IMrom, it couabd be said, ihe tramnquitlity’ of his
family sead in Devon 1o a hot sead in Sainl Domingue.

In his laudatory account al Simeoe’s life and times, which touched only feetingly
upon Saint Domingue, DB, Bead wrote that he was 'as successful ns the condition of the
island and its aftairs would admit.!¥ Bat the reality was vory different. The erux of the
matter Is that Simeoe did not in the eves of London respensibly carry out his remit. He
thought there was another, better, way forward; he gambled, but lost, Any governor of
any colony may have needed from timelo Lime Lo interpret flexibly the minutine of his
instructions in order to Lake account of foeal civenmsiances, especially as o those days
conununication with London was slow armd not always relinble. Bosides, even iho best
instruckions could in places be ambiguous. And by Ltheir very nature they could be less
than adeguate on certain matters as not enough would be known about the cotoniad «jt-
unlion when they were drafied. However, provided governors acted pragmatically, and
sueeessfully, furthering the mother country's interesls, alb was well; failure, particalarly
if costly, s in Simeoe’s case, wag anolher matler,

Foltowing the heavy expenditure in annesing Saind Domingue London’s interest was
in bell tightening. Simeoe was therefore o cut costs in adhministration - ‘regalete and
restrain within certain and fixed limits' - and pursue an essentially defensive military
strategy talways cheaper than offensivest. London’s military thinking hinged upon
consolidation of British lorces - they should be concentered’ - in the strategic north of
the eolony, at Moele Saint Nichotas - or 'Cape Nicholas Male” - the former French naval
hase commanding the windward passage, bedween Saint Damingue and Cubg, which
was the route home for all Britain's possessions in the reglon, in particular Jamaica,
As arider to this thinking, the major share of military involvement, and thus expendi-
ture, for internal security operations against the Hkes of Toussaint must be shouldered
by colonists themselves - this meant ‘the full application of all the Revenue and
Resources which can be derived from the Colony’ and the enaploy to the best advan-
tape’ of the locally financed militia ol whites and froe colouwreds and the colonial corps
of blacks. London wished *to avoid the neeessily of sending further reinlorcements of
furopean Troops.t

Although Simeon ab least initiated ceonomics In administration and moeasures against
graft and corruption, he nonctheless beeame preoceupicd with militney matters, And for
him the oftensive was an article of faith, Wreiling upon arvival Lo a patron and friend,
tHlenrey Addington (the Addingtons were later Viscounts Sidmoeuthl he explained it was
not in his nulitary character’ Lo think defensively and he was ‘embarrassed’ that he had
aequiessod’ in instructions reparding ‘defensive operations” ™ So, flexing his militavy
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muscle, he embarked upon a four month {ong offensive campaign, deploying Brilish as
wel as colonial troops against revolutionary republicans, most notably Toussaint. He
even obtained reinforcements from Jamaica.

The governor's analysis was that the whole island, including the Spanish half, would
be subdued in a month's offensive though he did presuppose reinforcements, six Lo ten
Thousand British troops’.t? This was high-risk thinking. On paper he may have had a
gizeable force; but there were fewer colonial soldiers on parade than on the muster volls,
there were divisions in the vanks reflecting socio-economic differences, and some dis-
gruntlement over even hig limited cost-cutting measures. His instruetions of course had
made it clear that he could net bank upon reinforcements from Britain. Toussaint,
meanwhile, had a much larger foree, less well equipped but he was receiving supplies
from the Amervicans; he commanded devotion; he knew the terrain. Simeoe also had a
second enenmy. Discase, in particular yellow fover, could and did decimate especially
unseasoned troops from Britain or even Jamatea, His third enemy was time, for he was
a man in a hurry; the rainy season would call a halt to operations,

Ry Lhe Lime the raing came in June Simeoe’s campaign, though having achieved some
parly successes, could show no real gains. In fact his troops were back roughly where
they had started, and considerably weakened by casualties and disease. The grim facts
were that it was wasteful, even reckless, mililary effort and expenditure, and during
these months Simeoe had delayed strengthening the garrison at the Mole and delayed
pursuing administrative economies.'! Toussaint, meanwhile remained a thorn in his
sidle. Naturally enough Simeoe tried to defend his efforts but added in his dispatch to
the Duke of Portland in Junc that it was ‘with regret’ that he found himself‘al varianee’
with ‘the letter of my Instructions”.'® The day after writing to Portland he told his wife,
Elizabeth, whe was at the family home in Devon, that the situation in Saint Domingue
was 'very precarious’, and it is clear that he was giving up - he wrote that be was
already *winding up of my business’, hoping to suil home “The beginning of next month
in the Jamaiea fleet”.'® He assured her of his good health which is significant because
he had been granted permission to leave the colony early only ‘in the event of the loss of
vour health’; making the impossibility of you remaining in the Island. 17 Poor health,
then, was not the reason for his departure. Rather, Simeoe recognised he had [ailed.

London was not pleased. When, in earvly June, the Secretary of State, Henry Dundas,
gol wind of Simcoe's actions in Saint Domingue he had erdered him to carry out his
original instructions for ‘concentering the British Force at Cape Nicholas Mole’ and 'the
Reduetion of the Expenditure within the limits therein preseribed’ - but that dispatch
would have arrived too late to make any difference.'® At the beginning of 1798 the
Marquis of Buckingham, another of Simeoe’s patrons, told Addington that the Prime
Minister, Willizan Pitt, had been reported as saying ‘that Gen. Simceoe’s return from St
Domingo required an explanation’ and Buckingham commented further that ‘this asser-
tion added to intellipence of a simtlar nalure’. He added: ‘T fear that he will require a
Court Martial,"? But Buckingham and Addington speke Lo Pitt on Simeoe’s behalfi they
were powerful friends and Simcoe was to be left in peace at Wolford.

John Graves Simeoe is buried in the Deven countryside, at Wollord Lodge. {t had
heen his dream of founding another Fnglish countryside that had become so inter-
twined with his administration in Canada, and his ideal, it has been said, was the ‘old
sguire-and-parson eountryside’ which he would have known here in Devon - that is, ‘a
sguirearchy to give a lead’ and ‘a dergy inculeating from the pulpit sound doctrine.’ His
‘eactionary convictions’ seemed to act as an inner driving force.?, This desire to estab-
lish an ‘English’ type of society in Canada served him well enough at a time of loyalist

5



resction to the recent repulficin revelution south of Uhe border and feaes from repube-
licanisim nt work in Quehee, Bpper Canada was loyal, which paved the way for his sue-
cowsslul governorlhip Avguablby, annexation of Saind Bomingue, which placed Simeoe in
extresids, wos ohvays o lust cause. Yel s personality, of the active miltlary man, and
hix convietions, which would have prompled hig policy of 'no truee for us, or Peace™'
until republicanisu was stamped out in the colony, wore not suited for the very Gioe
diplotuey sctually needed Lo haodle, within bis terms of reference, the comphox colo-
nial situation Gwere. His suceessor, Brigadior-General Thomas Maitland The was Later
Lnightedr, taking o marve pragmatie approach and showing consununale slibl, cnteved
inte negatizlions with Tnussaint, who beeame generally inclined to be friendly towards
the Britizh. True, Maitiand eventually withdrew his forces Lo Jamaica carrying oul
new government wishes, and Saint Domingue was abandoned, but in return guining
fronm Towssaint an amaesty for rovalists, o promise of security for Jumaica and o« cou-
mereind troaty.

While Stimeoe’s fatlure in Saint Domingue signalled, dramatically, the end o his
carenr as aeoloniad administralon, his military services were called upon agado though
only when resources were Nillv stretehed. Thus he coramanded Lroops i Plymouth in
1801 when o Frenel invasion was expected; these troops were not of eouese needed. He
was i [aed to have beenc bhe junior ol three ooval and militiry commissioners sent to
Lisbon lve years later Lo bolstor vesistanee tere to threatened French invasion, but he
may have owed this appointment to the Faet thal bis Fathen @ naval caplain based in
Plymouth, had rendered aszistinee, sUH reroembered i Lisbons to victims of the great
earthguake in P70HH, In any eree hee eould not be fested i W Lishon job as he died in
his Lown house in Bxeler, prio to taking up appoatiment” Where he had beea tested,
in Saint Domingue, he was fonnd wanting. So thore was censure for Simeoe, no knighi-

hood, the usual reward for o snecessful public careor, As ta the psychological effect ol

fallure, one can only puess, though Buckinghon did remark that Simeos had 'a
minc...muach stung’ ™ However, vetaeniog lieme sl that particular time to his Wotford
seat in the quintessential Bnglish couatrvaice of Devan, aud to his Ganily (he had three
children by then), must have provided sl least some welcmne respite, At any rate four
more children were born at Wolford in the following vears and one glimpaes something
ol Tile o hoeme fram o letter written by o daughter, Cavaline, in January 18000 'Last
Wodnesdow she began, there was o very fine masquecado, Evervhody was dressed in
sompe chavacter of Shakespeare, Papa was Praspeco and introduced all the company. ™
Simcoe wak Mfrospero, who, remember, told Aloaso;

*Let us ot burden our remembronces with

rn
S
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A heaviness thal's gone.

For Stmeoe L}l(-_‘i'l'_‘[bl'{i‘. ihe ‘hcﬂ\r’il]('.“‘\f‘;. of the vear L1797 may not have )!'l\\'L’[I H] |II-":t i
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HAYTOR IRON MINE

13l Ransom

The great mass of Dartmoor is composed ehiefly of granite but al the eastern Pringe,

including grownd just to the cast of Haytor, lies an area of metamorphosed rocks of

the Carbonilerous age. I Devon the aven has been designated as the Cudm Measaees
because ala fow places there ocenrs a soft cont known (o Devon as culm.! The upper
Culm Measures consist principally of shales and sandstones metamarphosed by the
aclion of granite upon them and it was in these that beth magoetie and haomatite.
two dilferent farms ol lerrie oxide were found to be interbedded.

Hamilton Jenkin® conjectured that the development of the ore beds in the Havtor
arca had started by the siddeenth century but the Brat Fretuat account appears to be
that by Cornelius Tripe® in o lotter Lo the Phifosapiiced Magazine written from
Bevonport and dated 25 November 1826, The letrer was matnly concerned with
reporting, and atlempting to idenlifv. & mineral for which the name Haylorite was
suggested. This was lound aceompanied by small masses of ehaleedony, garnet,

actynolite, tale and ivon. This letter arauscd much learned diseussion of the nature of

FHaylorite, whicl is of only pevipheral interest to this arlicle, but the eonsensus opin-
ion seemed to favour a pscudonwrphiiug form of chaleedony, A spechnen may be seen
in the County Muscum, Draro. T'ripe eters to Lthe iraon mine as being adjacend to the
oy tor pranite quarries,

Phillips,? again concerned mainly with the nature of Haytorite, relates, in 1827 his
inspeetion of wovein of ironstone about 6 feet wide running nearly cast to west and
underlying w the north about 45°, The ironstone appears to have been obtained by
svface working and shipped at Teignmouth. A vear loter comes the first known
repart of the Fluvtor Tron Mine this being the publieation of a letter fram Hsinglon on
a9 Aprit 1824 by Kingston.® e refers to the mine sy beloug aear the base of the Haytor
rocks with the lode containing the tron ore crepping aut near the centre and on the
brow of a hill and situated in two distinet estates intersected near the centre by a
road. The dircction of the ede was nearly northewest aned south-east with o dip, {Lhe
angle of inelination from the lwaizontaly, of about 2212 foe the fiest fow feet from the
surface but incressing below this level to a regular 45”7, The direction of dip was
north-cast to south-west, The lode reforred to by Kingston was ol beds seen in spen
work and would have beeo workad by open-cast mining methods, Bight bods of fron
ore wuere identified with seven ob sehist, the total width of ore being 16 et with the
principal bed of ore being 8 teet wide. Kingston states that the mine wos being
explorved by o level driven at acdepth of 20 feet from the suvkice inoa sauth-weslerly
direction which, seme 3 feet from s beginning, intorsceted anather small hed of ore
aboul 34 leet wide with the same dip as the main fode, The length af the beds which
eontained are of o suitable quality for smelting did net, at that time, exceed 150 yavds,
Near the central part of the open lode an old sinking wus discoversd o the depth of 42
tecl on one single bed of the ore. Kingston found no records in Lhe aetghbowhoml as o
the purpase of this and believed it was related probably Lo the searveh tor Uin, Speil
heaps covered some 2 Lo 3 acres in the viciaity. The chief part of Lhe ore conLained
between 406 and 70 of irou, actively magnetic, which was used Lo enhance the gqunl-
ity of Welsh iron. The superintendent of the Havtor mine was stated to be o My
PPetherick.

L 1829 the Bxeter Fiving Post® reported the deatl of J Hatherley Soint proprictor
af the Haytor Mines” The use of the plural may be velated to o report the provious
sesur’ that ‘0 new iron mine has beon lately apened in a feld contiguous to the former
mine, belonging to another propriclor, affording ares of the highest quabity. The estale
which produces the treasure has heretofore boon let for about €50 a year but it 15 now
estimaled tn be worth 20,000, In working this wine some minerals of extracetdinary
lustre were afow daves sinee explored, especially o Tew topaz quartz ceystals equal in
colour and brithanee to Brazil topaz and are now in the splendid collectian of the
newly discovered Haylor minerals in the possession of My Shivley Woeler of Bxeloer)

The description of the position of the Havtor ivom wmine by Tripe and by Kingston
are both general wwl, tdeed. confusing and must be taken as celereing more to the
loeality ruther Lhan o specific position. The first L-inch to the wille map produced by
{he Ovdnance Survey in 1809 was not in the detai] neeessary to show individual
mines but the 25-inch tw the mile Ordnance Survey wiap issued in 1886 from surveys
vonducted in 185%4/5 shows o shaft and spott heaps south of the Roek Inn at whal
would now be designated as SXOTTL5 7705 The 1886 map also showed o spoil heap
nortdt of the tnn at SX 7710 7735 and the words ‘Haytor Iron Mine (disused ) covering
a general area around SX 7730 7710 The shafl and spoil heaps soull of the inn lay
both just to the sorth and zouth of the voad which runs past the corrent hat of the
Wowmen's Institute and the ficld in wlich they are shown was designated in the Vithe
Apportisnment Map of 1838w leaa Mine Field' (Schedule Number 15325,

A deseription of the wine by Faster® predates the 1886 map by eloven years, Foster

atates that while Kingston's avticle dealt with beds seen in an open work, by 1875 a
new adit Jeved had intersected the ore beds 1o expose a new seclion with heds dippiug
northwards ab nu angle of 30° The thicknesses of three beds of ore were motsured by
Captarn Williwau Grose, the agent of the mine, The uppermost was 10 feet thick
ineluding partings of rock giving about 2 fect of waste, the next one down was L feel
thiek with [ taot of waste and the lowest 8 Teet Ubek also with 1 fool of waste, The adit
inlevsected the ure beds some 120 feet below the old apen work seen by Kingsion, A
fourth hed of magnetite about 3 feet Lthick was secn crapping oul about 300 yards
nerth-vast from the vthers and ranning pavallel ta them, The oukerop of the beds of
magnetite could be Ltruced Lo the vast for a distanee of some ¥ mile and at the surface
had been converted by atmospheric agencics into ochre whieh had also been extinct-
od. . .
Om 20 Seplember 1484 2 map of Haytor Iron Mine was deposited nt the Home
Otflice under the Motafliterous Sines Act as AM 1667, The Act vequired that, where a
mine, in which mceree than 12 persons have ‘ordinarily been ermployed below ground is
abandoned the awner of sich mine at the time of the abandonment shall, within threee
months of sich abandonment, send Lo the Secrclary of Slale an accwrate plan ete'
The plancis dated 1880 and shows old surface workings, old pits and theee lodes being
intereepbed by an adit. The Todes shown tally well with those desceribed by Fogtor,

Lines® prves similar information but, additienally, states that the middle bed was
separated from the uppermost by 6 fect of siliceous slates aod fvom the Jower by 4
teet. He untes that the outcrop of the v oo beds continues for over ¥ mile soulh-
eastwards Lowards Smatlacombe Mine which miae, too, waz partly worked for vaog-
netite thowgh chiefly for haematite, vehre and umber,

The continuation of the tron ledes From the Havtor Mine to the Smallacombe Miod,
tknown as the Smallacombe Cutting), and farther sporadie exploration and mining in
the {laytor Vale-Swmallaeambe area of a less established nature will hove fed,
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inevitably, to some confusion and probuble overlap in recorded ouiput and staffing
levels for Haylor Mine and its neighbours. This cannol now be unravelled, Thus
Lyon™ of Middlecott, Usington, a prominent local landowner writes in bis diary for
1554 ‘Haylor Iron Mine developed as an open quinry known as the Smatlacombe
Cutbing”. On 1 October 1864 '[Inspected a very valuable Tran Ore Quarry ina ficld near
Haylor Village called the Shotts, It was worked by a London mun 3 or 4 years ngo
naned Weeks an adventurer who it seems never paid for carting away this vre or the
wen for raising it (Shoits was the feld just to the nortl of the adit exit from the
Elavtor Mine).

The fields and their owners adjacent to the Havlor Mine woere shown in the
Schodule Lo the Tithe Apportionment Map of 1838 as [ron Mine Fcld, Litile Plot,
Long Close, (George Templer): Greal Mowing Close, Little Mowing Close, Broom Hills,
Sholls Boltem Woeod, (William Drake White) and Shotlts, (Joseph Willsi. Atkinsan,
Waite and Burt!! Hst the ownership, twhich should be interpreted as being of the min-
ing rights leased by the landowner}, of Devon tron ore mines hetween 1838 and 1913
and show William Browne as the major owner. Burt? lists Browne as the owner of
Tlaytor [ron Mine from 1864-68, 1972-78 and again in 1877 but then as Wiltiam
Browne & Sons. From 1878-83 ownership was held by the Hayvenr Magnetic fran
Company. Willicon Grose was the chiel agent of the mine from 1864-68, from 1872-77
and from 1878-83. No detaiis are available as to the gwnership in other years but one
may speculate that in the carliest yedrs it mny have beon George Templer. Thus on §
December 1837 the Court Leet and Court Baren of the most noble Bdward Adolphus,
Duke of Somerset. J.Gowns hield at the Bock Tom, Havtor Vale? The Court presented
Mr George Templer {or leaving the Iron Pit epen to the highway in a dangerous state
amd require it to be feneed off forthwith, Purthormore o letter from Joho Bigg, the
Secretary of the Devon Guarries Company to George Templer. swho formed the compa-
ay in 1825, dated 13 March 1834, sugzestod a possible conlract between the quarries
company and the iven ore company 4o carry Lhe ave down Lhe granite quarey raitroad
to Ventiford™ thuugh this seems not to huve progressed. In addition it has already
been shown that Templer swied land o which the mine spersted. (Further Courts
Leet and Baron were held in LS4, 1847, 1850, 1853 and 1857 all at the Rock Inn
which made veference to the dangervaus state of mining pits on Hayvtor Down but
these were not necessarily specifically wimed at the Haytor Mine:,

Alease duted 24 June 1858 and granted by Joseph Wills of Smallacombe to Charles
Wickes of Londoen gave the right to search fur and mine minerals in pact of the
Smallacembe Estate which ineluded, fiter wliv, Higher Shotts Bollom, Great Shotts,
Midddl: Shotts and Kiln Shotts all ol which Jand was in the general area of the Havtor
Mine.'" Othet leases were given by Alfred Lyon Lo Willlam Brawne of 8t. Austel] and
to FFaithful Cookson of London in 1865 and 1872 reapectively to enable exploration for,
and the mining of, ivon, These covered land more likely to be related to the
Smallacombe Cutting than the Haytor Mine but included land in the Shotts aren ax
e as the present site of Ladgate and behind Haytor Vale to inelude Shotts Botton,

Burt'® published figures for the production of iron ore from the Havtor Mine and
the associated labour toree based on the mineral statistics of the United Kinglom,
Heturns for the production of different minerals appeared in the oificial statistics
frenu different dites with those for ivon nob appearing until 1858, Production data wand
employment eannot be taken as abways exclusive to a partivula mine even whon o
shiown, Thus from 1858 to 1861 the Lype ofiron ore produced nt the Jayior Mine wus
shown us brown haesmatite which was the prodominant ore Prom the Smallacambe
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Cualling, TTowvever frane 1865 onwards the are production shown was ol magoetite and
probably was exclusively that ol the [Mayrer Mine The most produclive vears were
{880, (3305 Longy, T8EL (3300 tons) and 1832, {30 tong ), Burl includes production
(gtves for 1908, (1400 tans) and 1910, 12000 tons) elearty followig o re-opening of
the mine and, indeed. Harrds!? writes ol spocadie production up to 1921, Total employ-
ment reached a peak of 92 in 1880,

Atkinson, Waite and Burt' show folal eitlput of iron ore rom Deven mines {rom
1855 to 1913 as just under 35,000 tons of whaeh the Haylor Mine prodoecd seme 107
To give thix 4 national perspeetive they show that the wlwole Devon production for the
65 vears was less than the yearly ountput of one Coumbeion mine,

N details have been found of the development of the mine during its productive
years, the search for which included enquiries at the Public Record Ofice and the
Guildhall Library in London which organisations hold, respectively vogistered papers
of dissolved companics and certain delunct companies. Horeis™ gives aneedotal evi-
denee of the ore being brought o the Bovey Tracey road by o dramway and thenee by
traetion engines. Local knowledge s strong that the troction cogfines were laaded al,
the junciion of the feld known as Gregd Shotts and Cheeat Bl Baen, thiow SKC7750
T748Y, T is abse known that the daongerous state of the o ore pits For which Crearge
Templer was admonished continged to o much bder G Phus Dyons™ o 188 Oy his
diary entries for 6, 8 and 17 Novemboer relates the collapse aof old swearkings e part of
the road into the mine leaving a large, deep hole which promotes the eotey of ¢
Devember Capl, Grose said it would take 3000 tons of earth to {1 v ap ool forru-
nately the enrth is close at hand being debais of the obd workings.” This collapse was
neir the present position of Minchayes, twhich name means wine encloswre! and it is
belicved that the veentual repair vesulted in the new piece of road taking the form of
an S bend there, From a perusal ol (08 maps published as o resudt of surveys wmade
i 18ET amil 1904 the vonstruction wauld 2eem Lo have been wade between Lhose
elates, ’

Some remais of the mine wee sULH discernible in particatar the adit exit now clogsed
by an iren deor ot about SX 772773, Spail heaps and ontranees to old shafts, now
fifledk e situnded in private geoguds both sides of the road through Thavior Vale
al abont SX 7727700 Sonw romains of o structure lie opposite the adit exit and the
decp teee-hined valley cunning fran the adit exit lowards Smaltacombe shows rubble
possibby from the mine,
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Cosens., The Lntter was o teactarian like the Bishop whe, after an incident ot Chuodieiph
in 18417 hud shown his dislike for the theologically-opposite Shore, An oversight during
the appaintoent of Beowan came to light indicsting that Shoee had been officiating with-
uul w licence for nine years. In the midst of the Jegal confusion Phillpotts sought 1o have
Shoee replaced and vedered him, in Oclober 15383, not to Lake further services. Shore
obeyed and closed the church for five months When his charvacter beenne called into
question he declined preferment elsewhere and consulted his potren. As Shore's evan-
gelHeal minkstey had heen se successtl Somerset proposed to withdraw the chapel of
ease from the jurisdiction of the Church of Eogland. After mach cansidoration Shore
reluetantly agreed and advised Phillpotts that he intendued to recommence his minislry
at Bridgelown even iFit moeant hiovseceding from U Mstablishied Church, Upon receipl
ab o petition from the vugregation, Somersel vegistered the building as o 'Dissenting
weeting house’ in February 1844, ARor swearing oaths and signing a declaration under
the Toleration Act, Shave opened Bridgetowu ag the first congregation ol the ‘Free
Church of Knglaod' on 34 April {844

Thromgrhout the whole of the period stuee Lhe Reformation and partieularly in 16862
many Anglican priests had left the Chuech of Baptand to become non-conformist minis.
tors, Whilst this was browned upon by the Established Chureh and, in the early perviod,
illegal, little nction was taleen, The Toleration Act secred Lo provide the mcaes for eler-
gymen W secede but subscquenl case law contoundoedd it Acts of L1778 aod 1812 also

appeared Lo aid seccders bul were aymin modificd. By the 1840s, whilst secession was
areguably iilegal. no one person had been seriously punished. The ecase of JLunes Shore
changed thig and eatsed him to beconie a cprse eelebre, 1t wos wowost complex case and
his heen deseribed in detoil by Graydon Carter® A bricf appraizal is given below,

Soun after Shore cnumeuced preaching without Heenee at Bridgetown, Phillpotts
summeonad him to appeae ab g Peeliminary Commizaion of Inguire at the Seven Stars,
Totnes, on 6 August 1844, He was aceused of disobediencee and being in cordravention of
canon 78 ol 1804" which was designed to bind the clergy for e and provent the estab-
lishment of other religious bodies, Shore. belicving e was sxempled under the
Tatervation Act, uppeated to the Court of Arches, the Queen's Beneh and Gually the Privy
Counetl in 1848, The Bishop's cepulation as a martinei and intemperale tractarian
ensured thal the rase beewine well publicised with Shove being pereeived as 0 man of
conseience downtrolden by the BEstablishment. Lord Brougham raised the matterin the
House of Lovds and Thomas Latimer, the vditor of the Wiestern Times aceused the
Bishop of being a eareless perverter of facts”” Phillpotts sued for libel but the juey
{ound for Latimer. The country was inwpeoar aod on 13 April 1845 0 crowd ol over 5,000
met in Lotdon to register their support for Shove5 [n Totnes, the Bridgetown congrega-
tion stood frmby behind hime ind accommittes under JDeere fehairmand and Mayor 19,
Luscombe (breasurert raised Duuds for his defence, & petition was presenced to
Uarltament by local M7 A Bouverie,

The Privy Comneil vojected Shore’s appeal on four counts, the most notuhle being that
secession did nob =hicld him from censure and that the Brideetown chapel conbd not be
adniitted s a non-confornuist meeting house, [e was prohibiled nod o preaeh in the
Cunterbury Provinee anid ordered to pay Phillpotts costs in both the Court of Arches and
the Privy Counctl, Further he was advised that to econtinue to preach as a dissenting
mrindster would be considered s a contempt of court loading e imprisonment.

Shore retumed Lo preach atb Bridgetown, [n early 1849 o wavranl was issued for hig
arvest for nom-pnyment of Phillpotls” costs, but he ignoced it Fearing o vielent con-
frontation. the aathorities feft him alone oL Beidgetown, bul after preaching at the
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Countess of Hluntingdon's chapel i Spa Flekds, London. on 9 Mareh (849, he was
wrrested and placed in Exeter Gaal. Public opinion was firly behind Shore and The
Frapes vebuked Phillpotts! White he still declined to pay. Shove's health deteriortod
and the press ueged o public subseription. Shore refused to accept this, but by May his
health was go bad Uud his London friends paid his debts (83101650 and he was
released. Despite his clear contempl of cowrt, no action was taken agatnat his preach-
ing. After undertaking a sperking lour he returned to Bridgetown and continuc his
ministry wittolested,

Enformation wn the Totnes Thnes indicated that hiz work invelved him in united
prayer meelings and the regubar round of baptismas, fonerabs and harvest thin ksgiv-
ings, [o Lhis hie wis assisted by the Revds Fuller, Fluber and Newman, Their role
hecame more Importand alter 1862 when Shore feft Totnes heeanse of his health, e
continued as minister iu name until 1869 and veturned for ovensional serviees. Vajling
health cavsed bis resignation in April 1869," after which the ehapel was again licenaed
within the Church of Bogland.

At the time of Shore’s departuce in 1862, hydrotherapy had becomune the tashionable
‘ture’. The leading advocate for this was the wistithy hosier, John Smedley of Matluck,
whose "Hydroe' was one of the most luxurious hotels in England. Y Smediey (1804-74)
had also left the Church of Bngland and fermaod his owi Free Methodist” deaomination
inn the Dechyshire hills, There was vouch to attract Shove, o oman wibh chronie shewma-
tism, Lo Matluele and soun he beeame involved in homeopathic and hydrapathic Lreal-
ments, These were practised both at Smcdley’s Hydro' and ot his own beautiful and
extensive’™ Matloek House Hydropathic.

Aust novth of Matlook wis one of the oldest and warmest spas in Britain, Known by
the Roman appeladion of Aquae Arnemetiae, the mineral springs at Buxton arise e
tinually at 27 5°C. Mineral waler treatment depended apon consuming lavge quiktilitios
of the minceal-rich waters, bud hydrotherapy rejectod this notion in Gwvour of a variety
of methors of applying water tnol neerssarity mineral water! to the bady. This was a
new ‘cure’ and was brought 1o Buxten by the Revd James Shore in (866,17 He oponed
the Malvern House Hotel and by 1472 had converted the Roval Hotel inko a *hydro’.
Divive worship in the ‘Free Chureh of England was held every Sunday ot Mabvern
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A SOLDIER’S YEAR IN WAR-TIME DEVON

Anthony Greensireet

How strange that a way of life {familiar to bundreds of thousands of young men less
than sixty yeurs wego should now seem so utterly remote! Few diaries recount in detail
how 1t was e be an ordinary soldier under training in the Svcond World War, For most
such voung men who might have kept a diary the experience of those days must have
seimed Lo wonolonous, sordid and sneomtoriable to merit careful reeording. But the
unpublished diavy of Flugh Temple Bone in the Iuperial War Muscun Areluve tolls us
exuctly what L was Hke to be a new recruit in Exeter and Honiton from November 1938
Lo Decomber 1941, As an additional bonus the diaey reveals Bone as an intelligend, lit-
erate, studious, questioning, religious, shy and (viendty young min; and shows him
developing into a contident, conscientious and well-liked insteactar of his fellow soldiers.

Aged 21, Bone, living with his family al Upminater, was a junior executive civil ser-
vani in the Probate and Divoree Registry on £180 o vear [n October 1905 he enlisted
under & scheme offering the oppertunity of an army commission. (In faet, it was not
until January 1941, and afler several disappointments that Bone became aon ofticer
cadet, The ‘phoney war’ meant that lewer sfficers were needed: half the potential otfi-
cers’ platoon were chosen as eoadlets - afl those from South West schools ke Blundells -
the rest being offered the choive ol velurn to civilian life or a chance to become a non-
commissioned officer, which Bone chasei In November, with 200 other recruits, he
arrived at the Devon Infantry Training Ceutre at Higher Bareacks, Exeter. Their train-
ing regime does not seem tat least Lo one subsequent National Serviceman) to have
been rigoreus. Reviille at §.30am, breaktast 7.15, parade 8 - followed by cight three.
guarler hour perieds of drill, instruction in rifle, Bren gun and anti<tank rifle; visional
training: PT: and 'internal ceonomy’. These weve supplementoed after eight weeks by
Lraining in digging, wiring, tactieal exoereise, route marches and firing courses on the
Honiton range, Much of the training took place on the muddy Excter Town fuotbald
pitch, andd PT was o 40-minute ruan around Bxeter alter changing clothes in the [reez-
ing geandstand. In April 1940, with Bone now an acting lance-corporal, training was
transterved to the County Grouad at 8t Themas's, Fhis comprised ‘o cugby pitely, encir-
eled by a grevhound track and asphalt eyeling track. During breaks aud the dinner
time wimplifiers blave forth popular songs on records - and o tralning company marches
vound Ll asphalt Lo the tune of military marches that ean be Lward several roads away.
Discipline is exiremely fax, The food is slightly better than baceacks. Fvery Wednesday
and Satueday the dogs still vun’,

Alter four weeks of barrack-living Bone was billetied-out in aseries of private houses,
The best was the bome of a retired bank employee and his wite: ' have a really comfort-
able bed to myself with clean sheets, oomaid to waken me (F ] oversleep and to get me a
cup of delicions tei and a couple of biscuits before | ge out cach morning, and a drawing
room with cosy armehairs and oo electric fire wheve I may spend any leisure T may have’,
Another hillet wis alse comfortable bat had drawbacks: "The landlord is a married man
named Bath and works in o tiow of funeral farnishers and joiners. My Orst sight of him
was in the monrful weeds of the more lugubrious side of his teade. He is very insistent.
that the house be completely sealed up before it is left unoceupied and neither of them
will give me o kev or beb e stay inside when they are not in” (this was becouse BRath wis
secretary of his union's loeal branch and had about £100 in the house).
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Nuring the ‘phoney war' up to May 1940 soldiers had plenty of free time, With his
army pey being made up to his full eivd poy, Bone could afford to go to four cinema
shows aowesls, and olten Lo Delleds o The Buede thoth of which restaorants had orches-
tros and were of similar standard to the Lyons Corner THouses in Lundon'. Although he
was soclally-inesperiencod, tea-dances al The Bude were o great luee, ‘After watehing
athers danee for about half an howr we, three ol uso worked up enurage te secure part-
ners. A dance-hostess aided us and our fears wore at least cauadbed by our pleasure in
an hour's dancing’. Bone was also sexvally imexpericnced and i bis year in Devon only
Lwice Look out a gick she was a sixth-former and e found her aceeptable and compan-
wonuble’, but ‘too young for really intelligeot discourse i Thave wo place or vight in my
life Lo cnvourage physical passions”. At the barracks Le enjoved the regimental dances
and seeing Privstlv's ‘Dlystery at {nreenfingers” acted quile well hy some ATS {Auxiliary
Territorial Serviee? girls and NCOs ‘despite the valher noisy audience”. Fle enjoyed
rofler-skating at the Kxmouth vink, and teips on to the Ueinges of Dartmoor on a second-
hand sports Rodeigh baught foe £2,10 shillings. Hewever, a trip to Sidmouth with the
depot rughy team was a mixed experience tor the sensitive and nen-dvinking Bone: ']
wits able to get i seal in their couch and spent the afternoon there, not Lo support them,
but walling alang the seasbove and up Saleombe CHEE [ was a beautiful sun-licday. As
Taar om the breakwader heneath the red sandstone eliff and gazed over the seaweed and
ricks o setse of natuee's eteeaity theew me into a turmol, then numbed me and final-
Ty re-orientated my soul ite o guist peacefulness. So tar my Lrip had fullilled my cagor
expoctations. But then oHowed what [ had rather feared. s pub-crawl. The journey
soon became an oppovlunity for ribald songs, obseene jokes nnd what can only he
deseribed as animad mouthings’

In el Bone was a committed Christing from o strongly Methodist famiby At the bar-
racks he wag the onty one in his platoon room to read hiz bible daily and say his prayers
- initially under the bedelothes, bat foter openly anid was only mildly chaffed for i, e
attended evensong at the Cathedval and Tound 180 study in aesthetics, and not a very
good one cither, The choir sang, or vather intoned quike sweetly two psalms, an anthem
and two hymns, bul the congregation seattered up and down the great nave shnply rosce
and sat as convention demanded. Spirttually | was both shocked and numbod’, He also
attended church parades when the Carhedeals nave was entively fitled with soldiers
from the two Exeter barvacks, with o typicad wseless wldress from the garvison chap-
Lo, [ was so infuriated that [ refused to put anythiog in e collection bag’. By con-
trasd, the services. Lhe ministers and Lhe hospitalily of the two Methodist churches - The
Mint aoud the pew chuarch in 8t Thomas - provided the greatest support to Booe while in
Exeter. He regularly and enthusiastically attended twao services on Sundays as well as
other Methodiat gratherings, Byening service at The Mint whs most inspiring, Gowd
number there, Minister Whiteliead preached a good sermon un fidelity: hyvions wud
anthems most stimulating,, . Wenl to supper with wealthy local Methodist family; vory
charming peaple and made me and another Methodist soldier most welcome. Next
Sunday [ am to give witness al YMOA - have already addressed one fellowship and
taleen chair ad anothier there'. He appavently approved @ sermon the iminister preached
against the garrison chaplain's plea that cinemas shoubd be epened on Sunday os a
mesns of reducing immorality: the minister argued “That this watld be at all reduced,
or in any way affected other than encouraged by Hollywoad sex-appeal, by allowing
troops to go to Bxoter cinemas on Sundays, he said. was a preposterous sugeestion: one,
mareover which insulted soldivrs, Exeter womuenfolk and the Excter police toree's con-
trol of alfairs here'



By carty June the effiets of the disastor in Prance were apparent. Bone noted ‘Exeter
iz [ull of BEF (British Bxpeditionary Foveed men i various states of appearance and
equiptnent. Kven Fronell inen and offtcers arve to be scen in the High St Some of the
fovces have nu equipment at all, some only Lin bats and mesmasks, o few po tunics or
Mouses and none fully equipped. They ave representative of all branches of the army
and e heing put up here in Bartieks and tents pending reveganisation and despateh
to their praper units, The hospitals have their guota of wounded and people ceowd 1o
see Lhe trainloads arrive Al hove graclling tales to tell of the beaches of Boulogne
and Punkirk. There is no apparent deprission. Ga the contriry o dance arrangod at
the Clvie Hall especiaily for them saw a number carrying round 1 placard asking for
duncing partners. The people of Exeter are showing them even greadec hospitality than
those training here luve konown and generesity 1% widespread and decep’, Soldicrs at
Lhe Infantry Training Centre were immediately formed into o heme delenee battalion’,
and were assigned Lo puarding bridges and inspecting the identity cards of all who
erossed them.

Penvards mid-Septemnber suddenly o General Alavm was given, by mistake, very carly
un Sunday morning last. My hest au olficer i the Home CGuard was duly summoned
lovth from his bed, but our own organisation collapsod entirely. No one succeeded in
finding my billet and several others either, and where over 200 men and NCOs at least
shoutd have mustered, naly about 40, ar 530 Lurned wpy on Lime The vest trickled in doy-
ing the suecceding ton houwrs. Eventually at about 10am | lound myselt aboul seven
miles out in the country puarding a bridpe over oo mioute stream, . Aftor aboul 36 hours
of guards, digeing, eating and blackberrving we were marched bock to Lthe Couaiy
Circund’, A lew days Later Bone's platoon (he was now their eorporal - hig due prinotion
o sergmand having been blocked by the return of sergeants from Dunkirkt was lodged
in teuts at Poltirmore House gates Al of us are very happy here..and o new sart of com-
radeship is alveady in being, There are shewer baths at Dover College evacuated 1o a
large house nearby (Poltimore) and now we have quite n Bbrary of magazines and a
store of apples.

v late September Bone's campany moved (vom the County Ground to the nenrly-
completed hutted Heathfield camp jusi to the west of Hondton, *Life here 1s very pleas-
ant..Phere is oo call to make friends since friendship is a condition of the day. Thus in
my bunk [ soun found cheerful companions in a London corporal, one (a bus conductar
frome Plymoath and one, a resecvist, from North Devon', A new training programme
Began: the YMOCA offered billiards, snadker and table tennis: the cinema changed pro-
pramumes every three dave! there were dinees, price 1/-, at the Naab every Monday
Hater inercased to three o weekd, and ‘the girls here are as beautitud as anywhere in
Exeter”. There was alse “The Hightand Fling™ o sort of cuperior cate and guest house
wilh a staft of semi domestic selence girls.with aeeents that smack of Reedean and
forms that rival Hollywaeod's', Large numbers of men hitch-hiked ioto Excter ot nights
anil weekends ‘and those in authority have so far winked an eye at it The only draw-
hacks wore lack of beds, failuve of the walee supply, and a harmless machine-guuing
of the conup by a German plane.

In December Bone learned that he would be leaving [von afier Christmes for an
officer cadet training unit. Meantine, 'Christmas Day was bepun with carly morvning
Communion a1 the C of B eliareh. Dinner was a vipe vepast served by the ollicers aod
sergeants. In the afternson { played billiards and table teanis in the corporals’ room,
The evening saw an impromplu coneert ol car own numbers.. On Cliristmas Eve a first-
rate PDevon Reyf dance from 7-12 i the Gym and nearly everyone was there, including

3y

searty all the attractive feminine population of Honiton, Bexing Iay a very good FNSA
concerl by somi: seven artists from Drury Lane. [t was not a0 Hitte smutty, but irre-
sistihly fanny just the sane’,

Yo ohded Bone's relatively undrumnatic year as a soldier in Devon, But i was a year in
which he aequired the skills and determination which would lead to hiz landing on -
Dy in Normandy as an officer in the FBast Yorles Regiment and o lighting in the subsce-
guent Buropean campaign, 1L was akso s vour in which be recorded in his diney o Hfe-
deterinining decision Laken nfter Jung consideration, "1 truly believe a call to me to
becote n Methodist minister, However Dwant to see this war through flest o at least o
bear something more of my share of its burdens and miserics”

Footnote

1t the last mankhs of the war Bone was aceepted as a candidate for the Methodist
ministry. After demobilisation in 1948 he went to Camnbridge University where he
eraingd 1 thealowieal degree in 1948, In 1949 he began his ministry in the Iale of Man
and subseguently worked in eight sireuits poross the country. In 1995 he retived to
Margate, aad is due to complete a hadf-lime ministey ab Bye in August 2998 swhen he
will be eighty.

The co-operation of The Truatees of the Imperind War Muscum for allowing access to
{he papers of b4 LD Bone, and that of the copyrighd balder and diarist, the Reverend
L Termple Bomo, inoagreeing to the publication of these extracts arve gratefully acknowl-
cdged.
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THE ROADS FROM EXETER TO CULLOMPTON

A B George

Ogilby's map of the Bristol to Fxeter vond of 1688 showed only one way rum Exeter Lo
Cullompton, {1 began at 5t Agnes Chapel in Exeter, where cluse by s the now more
Eamiliar Sidwell Street reandabout, and proceeded via Tivertn Road and Stoke Hill to
a place ealled Stoke Post (5K 941 9621 where il left the Tiverton road before thal route
dropped Lo Stolie Canon. From Stoke Post Lhe road descended townrds Killercton, with
only o short rise to pass Danes Wood belire a level streteh acress the ficlds franting
Killerton Hlause. There was a steep rise to the east of Killerton House and ot the sum-
mit wias the Crabtree Ale House, opposite Teom where the Killerton chapel would be
huilt in 184 L. The read then descended 1o Ellechaves bridge o cross the River Culm,
where it turned sharply to the vight, to leave the cond 1o Silverton, and rose quickly vver
a hilloek, and yet anothoer to reach a height of 300 fect before dropping into Bradninet,
Here it had fallen 60 feet before a steep bong rise took it to a summil at over 460 feol
hefore it descended to 170 feel al Padbrooke heidge, a culvert at the entranes Lo
Cullompton,

On this route Lhere wore six inclines at over 1in 7 gradient. The fivst was deseending
to Minchinlalce bridge, followed by two on the ascent to the top of Stoke Hill, a vise of
264 feet in 2000 feel distanee giving an average gradient of 1in 7.6, Negt there was an
ascending incline steeper than Uin 7 at the hiflock beyond EHerhayes and another just
Belore the summit preceding the deop to Braduaineh, with the fast in the ascent out of
Bradninch which averages 1in 11 over 2130 feet distance. Bearing in mind that these
stecp aad long gradients caused as much difficolty to coach drivers whether managing
the hueses gn the steep aseents or braking on the descents, there was olwiogsiy o creat
need fur feling a mare aceeptable roulc.

Benjamin Domr’s map of 17651 showed Ut the traveller could reach [GHerlon fram
Exeter by going via Pinhoe and Broadelyst, dMudge's Ovdnoanee Survey map of 1808 can-
firmed thig shuwing the Exeler Turnpike’s roule (rom Exeter through Pinhoe to the
Black Dog, south of Broadelyst Churel, now extended through the village towards
Killerton, joining the former turnpike 200 vards buelow the Crabtree Ade House then
called Crabtree. This was contirmed in the Exeter Turnpike’s advertised lengths of voad
for tender of 10 dune P36

In April 1808 Sir Thamas Acland had moved from his maothiers home at Holnteote to
Killevton amd marricd Lydia” so that once more Killevtan Howse wus occupied, repaired
and refuchished after thirty venrs of negleet. No doubt he wished Lo use a route to
Exeter that was easier for teavel, whether by coseh or horse, and the route through

Broudelyst had o summit helght lower by 285 feet and o difference in Lotal aseents of
159 teet, with no sleep hitls,

A Lew vears later Str Thomas avranged for the divect lane from Columiyohno to
Crabtree which ran south of the wall of the purden of Killerton to be diverted away from
{he house. Two magistrales, John B8 Chobwick and Thomas H Lee, aulhorised o route at
an adjourncd Quarier Sessions 8 May 1812 that was ‘more commodioas'*? [L raa (rom
Cabumbjohn to =kirt Danes Wood to join the Steke Post to Crabteee length of the orisr-
nal turnpike at the north east corner of Danes Wood, This was, of cowrse, much more cir-
cuitous, but it improved the privacy of Killerton imimensely The western part of the okl
road remains i farming purposes, The width of the new voud was specified Lo be 22

24

[eet against an existing 10 feet,

No doubt. therefore, Sir Thomas weleomed thi prepesal for a new turnpile road from
Hazelstone, (SX 885 9901 near Hay House, to Collompten at Pulbrooke bridge (5T 018
0651 The advantage for Sir Thomas would be that Lhe turipike could be removed over
half a mile from his Louse iF the proposal were sueeesstul and the existing route dis-
turnpiked. A Bl presented to Parlinment vesullid in the Actof 1813, and a first meet-
ingr ol fourteen trustees was held at the White Tlart {nn at Collompton on Monday 24
March 1818, The surveyor was Mr John Baston and the scheme was detailed on o
depasited plan now in the Devon Reenrd Office.® The first chairman ol the trustees was
B James White,

The route of Lhis proposed rond van north from Hazelstone through Budlake and
curved north-east through Brare ta fullow the side of the il and well to the easg of the
River Culm. Alter crossing the Hiver Weaver b passed Lhrough Westeott to cross the
Eulm to resch Padbraoke hridge. Closure of various roads following construetion of the
turnpike took effect alter a ruling by twvo magisteates on 18 Julv 18247

[n November 1813 the clerk of the trustees was instrueted to make an apphication 1o
the surveyor af the County Bridges Lo widin the approaches on each side of Withy
bridge, which was in the length of road administered by the Exoter Toraptke Trust, the
erossing of the Clyst south of Broadelyst.® In Mareh 1814 John Easton was autherised
to proceed with the works al o salary of £50 and in June the trustees reguested him to
value the lands not already agreed in concert with the person(s) appointed by the
landowners. Baston reported that the cost of completion would be £2,000, to be spent at
up to 870 per week. There were difficultios in progressing the works for in Decenther
Faston was instructed (o direct the parishes to vepair the old road from Westeott around
by Two Ouks to Wavford bridge (the River Weaver} and avold Winham estuate until fur-
ther orders.

[n May 1815 it wirs ardered that Mr John Baston should complete the road on both
sidos as far as Winham Farm - and survey the Bxeter Turnpile Trust from Hazelstone
to Exeter 1o report on such parts as appearved to be indictibile. By September it was
reported that Bhe trust was in difficulties with My Hole of Winham w ho had been
offered ESG per acre. [n December Mu 1ole was offered £80 per acve and in May 1816
Rastan was ordered to complete the vond through Winham and then erect a turn pike
gate at Ash near the village of Beer and agree with an honest person to collect tols.

[ Jure 1817 Mr Easton attended the trustees meeting and requested payment of his
account. He agreed to accept decds pell for £200 and to recelve tha balance nf RO s Gel
in eash at the end ol fwn vears. Finance must bave been diffioult for by Februacy 1522
the clerk was instructed to give notice Lo the surveyors of the highways of the different
parishes through which the vond passed that the trustees would net in fubure incur any
expenditure in the repair of the road, but that the parishes would be reguired to keep
the voad in repair.

In 1825 notice was given ta ncorporate the new road into the Bxcter Turnpike trust,
bul nething came of this. [0 1828 two trustees inspected the road from Westeott to the
voad teading to Bradaineh from Two Oaks and decided that the road zhould he widened
tn 30 feet and strongly recommended the trastees Lo make their order for widening, In
1831 the trustees were again consitdering a prupusal from the Exeter Trustees for incor-
porating the new road into the Fxeter Trust, The Exeter Trust had disturnpiked the St
Asues to Craburee alehouse length by 7 Geo IV 1826, and this proposal woeald have been
included in 2 Wm 1V 1831 if agreemoent cauld have been reached but it was nol to be so.

By 1833 the Cullompton Lrustecs were considering leying to indict the couaty to take
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over the respansibidity for Weaver bridge but the Clevk of the Peace persuaded them not.
to foliow this route but to apply to Mr Green, the County Hridge Surveyor, to agree that

the beidge had been built in 4 substantial manner, even though not under his supervi-
sian. When Mr Green was appronched to recommend that the bridge over the River
Culnu and Weaver bridge, were satisfactory he would not accept Weaver ns satisfetory
and was doubtful about the Culm bridee "as from its greal length it would be a hea\’;*
bureden to the county’. ‘

On 8 Getober 1840 the Cullompton Lrastess met the Excter Trastees in Lie Sessions
house at Cullompton regarding the cansolidation of e two trusts but terows could not
be agrecil. At that time the debt of the trust was £9,774. [n October 1543 details of an
agreoument with the Bristal and BExeter Railway for the bridees and the rouad botween
them were noted,

By 1858 the deby bad risen to £11,534 and the Cullomupton Trust was still in debt
when the vend was ken over by the newly formed County Counedl, whereas the Bxeter
Trust had cleared the debt on its 160 wites of road, Mevertheless the Hazelstone to
Cullompton length of voad was now part of te main road from Exeter to Cullnrapton
and in 1948 1L became parl of the Exeter o Leeds Trunk Boad No 16 of the Ministey of
Transport. The vision of the vriginal trustees of the Cullompton Turnpike in ]i!'(l(h!(jitl.;{
a road of reasonable grodients and alignmaent was therelore rewarded, and Lhis
remained the teunk rond ontl the M5 moterway was completed in the 19705, Sinee then
the Exeter to Cullompton road L been a county road, classibied 33181

Comparison of the two routes tram St Agnes Chapel to Crabtree shows that both
routes started at a level of 164 feet and fnished at a level of 200 eet. The originel 1698
voule Jund three gradients greater than ¢ in 7, 4 maximum feiglt of 510 feet, total
aseents ol 570 feel, and a length of 5.5 miles. The 1765 route had easier gradients but
many undulations, o maximum height of 215 feer, tntal ascents of 411 ﬁzutﬁm‘l a length
of 6.8 miles,

Comparison of the two reutes from Hazelsione 1o Padbroske bridge show that hath
routes started at o level of 120 feet and finishied at a level of L70 feet. The 1765 poute
also had three gradients greater than 1 in 7, 4 maximum height of 481 feet, taial
ascents of G30 feet and o longth of 5.6 miles. The 1815 route had easior sradients and
much less undulations, & wmaximum height of 194 feet. fotal ascents of 184 (eet aned 2
longth of 5.4 miles.
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THE FIRST IRON FOUNDRY IN TAVISTOCK

Mary Freeman

In LBOS an advertisenment for o new iron works i Pavistocls appeared 1o the presst; the
Mount Foundry, Eter wiually known as the Tavistoek Trou Warks, was operated by John
Gill. Witliam Bray and Sauwnders Hornbrook, on land leased from the Duke of Bedfrd.”
The lease document contains a plan of the works sieh were situated at the eastern educ
ab the Lown: two foundry builidings are moeked. The ‘Higher Foundery’ was a complex of
workshops betsveen John (il)'s house, Feveum Ll on the valley slope to the north, and
Lhe medieval leat (the Millbrook ve Drake’s Pool) Power was supplied from a lead, con-
structed by Gill & Co., taken ofl the ¥illbrook not far from its sowree ol Headwear (ghe
remaing of the sluices are still beside the modern roady and led across what was later to
he the prounds of Kelly College. The dlillbrook also ran through U foundry premises
and continued down Lower Braok Street to Lhe corn mills near (he town centre.?
Retween Ui Millbroak and the River Tavy, south and west of the higher foundey and bor-
dering on a tanyard near Vige Bridge, was the Lower Foundery', less extensive premises
supplictd by anether leat. This stream was Laken off the Tavy at o weir, which ean «till e
seen just above the new Stannary Bridge. The leal Roswed out to the north, where the
clectrieity company's yard is now, then west through the present Kaminskis builders
vard, where an old-cstablished shear grinding mill had been. Here iL crossed, with
appropriate sluices, an vverflow (rom the Millbrook. The leal continued west Lowards the
tanyard and turmed south (o overspill Lo the river. The conrse of this leal underwent later
chianges which neeed not coneeen us, and today a dry diteh between Stannary Bridge and
the back of the Parkwond Cottages marks part of its original posilion.

The lower foundry contained various workshops and coltages, including stables und
tin 1815 4% a tin swielting <hed, but there 1= no wdication which of the several build-
ing= shewn on the plan served what function.

{t has peuneradly been assumed, up (o vecent times,” fhat the Mount Foundry was the
carliest induzteial-seale moetal works in Tavislock. However, it scemed strange that Gilk
& O, shaukd have butlt two sets of workshops, supplied by two separate leats, Further,
altlwugh maost of the advertisemenis in divectories (for instance Kellv's of 186271 state
that the Tavistock Tron Worlss were establishiod o 1804, in Harrod's Divectory of 1878
after the foundry had changed hands, this date s given as 1800, The leat near the viver,
and its woin ar: not shown in the maps of L7A4 and 1765, An explanation of the dou-
ble provision of workshoeps and waterpower is that Gill & Co. took over wn existing
foundry, but whose?

The name Faowlins, attached to the weir that was the soviee af the leat to the lower
foundry, in various Hedfurd ostate papers, proved misleading in the search for an earli-
er proprietor The Hawkins Weir name persists in the docwents of the Bedford Fstate
gale in 19TL"Y [n the mid-ninetesnth century, Hawkins Shop wus the name used for the
cluster of buildings on the road above, in the ronsus documents. The origin of the
Hawkins name refers to the south side of the Tavy valley, where a triangle of land
enctosed by Green Hill and what are now Mount Tavy Road and Vielet Lane s marked
i the 1765 map” as Hawking Lond: i had already been subdivided twice. The earrve-
spanding parish survey™ records that Hawkins Ground was tn ‘own oceupation’ of
Henry Manaton Fsg.: there is o nate that it was purchased by the: Bedlord Estate in
1771, In the Hurdwick suevey af 17265 the List of ehief rents belongiug to the duke
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includes Hawking Ley, ab an annual rent of Gd with Mr Manabon (probably Francis)
bracketed with William Spey: a Palience Fiswkins held one al the Taviton leases from
70U The carlier history has not been traced; there were plenty of Hawkingses aaownd
Tavistock from early times, but it 12 not known whe wave his name o the ground. No
ETawhkins wos concerved in the lower toundry,

A Burvey of the Bedbord properties in Tavistock and elsewhere was wade in 1800 it
accupies severil valf-hound manuseript biroks. On page 121 of the fivst of these™ s an
entiy: ‘Isaae & Co, An Ivon Foundary, being a1 very eligible Improvesment, and the Rend
given for the same i an ample and liberal consideration. 42 years from Vady Day 1800,

The rent wus ELS5, vabuntion €30, This survey was srranged according to the type of

Lenure, and the foeation of premises is tol abways stuted, The foundry entey comes
shortly after that for Carter and Abbott's tanner's oflice near Vigo Dridge, so it is preba-
ble that it refers to iron works on the site of Gil & Cols lower Tnuedry, The Tavistoek
Lron Works gave up the Jand south of Packwond Road in the sceond half of the nine-
teenth contury,'” when houses were built on the site'$ The position of the lnver foundry
would be behind No. 2 Parkowood Hoad (fand formerty of Lovd fortescue) and the three
sets of semi-detached howses bumediateby Lo the cast,

“The directory of the 1790z does not mention a foundry in Tavistock, so [saac’s iy
have been the earliest cust-iron manufactory in the town. No decumentation for a take-
over hy Gill & Co. has been found. A possible clue to Une identity of lsaac s a note men-
tioning Richard lzaac of Truro, snitl and ivon foundes, whose wile Mary was o 'life’ for a
lease of a property in Dolvin ¥ She was aged 78 in 1817, The naone fsaae was however
nat uncommon inTavistock in the nineteenth contury,

[t may be asked why the existence of Isqacs works was not nientioned o the 1808
foundry lease” However, the lawyers deafting the foundry foase, botween 1804 and
LBOB, may heve been carcless in referring to previouws oceupants. The Lucking mill strad-
dling the Millbrook is said Lo be late Dyer’, although i the 1803 Survey' the lossee is
Gdgeombe Parsen: eonceivably it might have changed hands recently. Also the (808
lease vefers to the shear grinding mill o late Newcombe's, ut this had changed o 2
shaumnmy mill {for treating leather! belore 1760 when Richard White had i, and was
stHL A shammy mull in 183, Again it might have vevertod to shear grinding bat no other
documentary evidence has heos tound,

Theve ix o possible objectinn to the supposition that {saac & Co. built the foundry near
the river and dug the leat to it [n the 1808 lense? Gill & Ua. are given ‘the liberty privi-
lege and free use of the new stream or lead of water Lately taken out and diverted from
thi viver Tavy by a dam or wear made across the said civer’ but were to pormit water to
run o (o the ‘Bark dill or machine lately erceled by Messes Richavd Abbott and
Samuel Carter’. Could it e that the feat was dag by Abbott and Carter fiv Lheir own
purpeses? The 1803 Survey'! lists ouly a lanner’s ‘office’ hore (they had a tannery also
in Bannawell Street), The lease for the tanyurd near Vigo Bridsge was renewed in 1817,
when a drying bouse and sheds were mentoned, Attached to the counlevpart lease in
the Bedford papers™ is a seven-page letten, dated 24 Fobruary 1844 from Christopher
Haedy. the London Agent-in-Chiel, to Mr Benson the steward in Tavisloek. [t records o
dispute butween a Mr Martin {(perbugs the Jobin Martin who as g boy was a 5ife’ n the
1817 fease? and the propriotors of the udjacent foundry, Bvidently the tanners had paid
E1 per annum, lbr vears, either for use o the water or for pent fur the wheel of the barlk
mill, which may or may not have been on foimtley ground. Mr Haoedy commentod: “There
i» alnmedance of room for legal wrgument upon i1 The tanners would never have paid
ducs on the ek midl ifthey had prior elaim to the use of the leat, so {t can be assumed
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that they Lok advaniage af this gource of power, provided by fsaae, te creet the bavk
mill betwaen 1803 and [R05,

Further on in the 1803 Survey, on 3429, 1 an entry for Greendand, which was
atrip of lund with an srebard, between Lthe south banl of the Tavy und the road, above
the weir supplying the lower foundry. A leal ran thringh Greenland, derived trom the
Taviton brook just helaw the contluenee with the stream bom Kingford, iis origin can
stitl e found. In the early cighteenth contury there had been an ool-mill at
Greenland, ™ Later the vicae [ Thomas Soiman had a summer cottoge 2 The lead in
Greenland ran on to work a woollen mill in Dr Salmon's time, but fram 1852 these
premises below Creenland boelonged to the Pearce brother< Tavy Tron Worles 2 [n 1803.
Henry Beanfort ventod asmall house at Greenland, with garden and orchaed, but there
was also an iron foundey®! Iomuast have been a smadl one; the date of the fease is nat,
wentioned, so it conld have preceded Isanes toundry. Which was in Lrath the Hrst
foundry in Tavistock is silll uncertain, but it was nol Gill & Co’s 1804 manulaetory.
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REVIEWS

(Readers are advised that epinions expressed by reviewers are thetr own amd not neoes-
sartly those of the Editor or of the Devon Flistory Society a2 g whoelel,

The Uttcutme Wills and Inventorvies 16th to LEth Centuries odited by Poter Wyatt,
with mtraduction by Robin Stanes 31 Epp, illesivated, Devon add Carnwall Record Society,
L5, [SUN 08901855 4} 2.

For the 40th publication ol their New Series, the Devon aod Uorpwall Record Society has
returned its attention Lo loveatories, o very popular souvee imonyst oendeinke and ami-
teur historians alike aad the subject of Volume 11 of thely Now Seeies, In this eartior pub-
lieation the editon, Moy Cash identilied two further geowps not inctaded in the volune.
One of these iz the subjeet of this lntest edition, based on the targe number thal exist for
the parish of Uffulme in Devon, Very few inventiovies swevive for the counly giving this
vobume an added impertance, neigltbouring Oorset has also a disappoinling survival rate
of inventories. Mozt of Dlevon's probade revoreds wore dostroyed in T2, However, Ulfeulme
was o peeudine court belonging Lo the Diocese ul Salishury, the vecords fiest being held in
Sadisbury and later transterred o thesViltshire Revard Office in Trowbricdge, Ullculnm: tay
al Lhe Tweaet of the agricubtural and cloth making saveq and is representative of mony
Devon pareishes as well as other Sooth Wost vcouniies.

This editinn beging with an excellent introdaction by Eobin Stanes whe explares the
wavs i which the inventories could e used to understand town and raeal conmomies, con-
cenbrating on Phe impact of the weaving tracle on the tosn and pars=toand yeoman and
husbandmen in the vacal avea, Cther eeban velated trades are well represented ineluding
brewers, hakers, millers, gloziers, masons; carpeaters, butchers, smddlers, fallow chan-

dlers, cordwainers, vicars, o schonl master and a surgeon, There ure adso oo monber of

inventories of shopleepers that give anindication of what products were brimy sold inthe
town, Speciafist trades wore heing developed durving the 18th contury such as o gunzmith
and clockmuker Stanes sipuests other ioportant themes that ean be explored by using
this source: detatled nformition is given ur those studying vernacular buildings, with
over 100 =ting rooms: clothing and jowetiery, chritalile beguests to the chuech; debt and
investrment; and education.

The main text consists of 248 inventories from between 376 w0 1754, held under the
Jurtsdiction of the Dean of Sarum and Pecaline of UFvolme. Additionad gencadogical inlor-
wration has been suppiied o many eases, giving the reader a fuler understaouding of many
Eiffcalime Gnvilies. [n addition 17 inventories umiber the jorisdiction of the Prerogative
Clowt of Canterburey have been included, [E 12 0 pity though that the Wiltshive Weeord
Oftiee and POC reltrence siubers have beea onvitted from the toxt, The (hird seetion con-
tadns nhstroets of the 322 wills and adoinisteations that do ned contain inventorics rang.
ing Drow 1545 to F84S, again the original reference numbers have not beon included. The
PCC wills and admintstrations have aleeady been extracted and published i Lffeedine: o

Voenliar Parisi,

The volume adse inelwdes a detailed @ossarys anyeone who has alveady used inventovies
will know the difliealtios of dinleet spelling Tius glossary is based on a nvmaber of previ-
=ty published glossavies and 1= 0 very usefob addition to our understanding of the early
miaderi period dinlect in the South West, The volume contatns a personal and place gane

indlex: the personcd indey = invalugble for veconstrueting kinship and occupatioue] nei-
works, Etalso refers to the already publisheed PCC wills and administeations saving niach
time (or the researcher With such a lege amoung of information on oceupations, empha-
sizged o the ntroduetion, it is unfiwtunate that there ig no occupational index inchutled.

There are g ninmber of ilustrations provided o the text to give an impression of the
invenlovies lavoul and chaneing styvle of hondweiting, It also gives the oppoertunity Lo
compire the transeripts with the originals The wansceibing appears to be agearate, bal
with over 570 documents dealt with, e or fwo errees may occur, An exoaouple is in the
inventary of Atlewilt Wheddon {no. 139] The second ilem in the suventory shoubd read
Tem i the parlour one feather bed & teaster bedsteed pertiemed aoel wot “leather bed-
stevd’, Mowever 1t should be steessed Uhal this does not detraet oo the averaldl skills of
the transeribers,

The book is a very well rescirched publication and does eredit io the Uleaime Avchives
Crroup. Tt is hoped (hat this might act as a stimulus Lo other local Istory groeps o look at
similar ventures. This publication s invaluable nol onty For those studying Uitealiae but
for those researeluing thi: corly modern period in Devon and the South West.

Deevied R

The Secret War from the River Dart by Llovd Bott CBE DSCL Dartiouth History
Rosearch Graup Paper No.23, Hllusteated. 38 pp. Paperback, Available from Dartmeuth
Museun. The Butterwalk, TE6 9P% and Hurbour Bookshaop, 12 Fajrfax Place, TOS 9AE.
P30 phus 70p. peoand p ISBN LS990101 13 7.

This is an account of Lthe operations of the 150h Motor Guabont Flotilia, bused on
Dartmeuth frony 1942 o kate 1944 by an Ausbralian olticer who wos Fivst Livotenant ol
MOGB 502 The task ol the flottlla, which wag ool lavge, {ive boals af mesi wits o run
agents, including the [uture Peesicdent Mitreraned, and sepplios inle Brittony and to bring
back others togeither wilh docuwments and secret material, A further role wins that of repa-
trinting British airmen who had heen concealed by the Resistance adbor being shot dewi
Altogether 150 of these were returned sufely Operations wore undertaken for different
intelligence bodies: S0 M9 and 815 - and the boats co-operated happily with several
French Resistanee networks.

Clandesting radio comnmnications with W Resistance geoups enabled tmes and
landing places Lo be fixed precisely, The Iatter wos pacticubarly important as the boats
came in at niglt, One Lnding failed beeause the shore purty wats S0t vards fether donvn
the cozsd, tlhan wos intended. Weather was another couse ol operations having Lo be ean-
teled, somelimes when the punhoat adrendy was on station offshore but coubd nol send
in the speciad designod sacl boats, Then there was the constani risk ol the German
defences spotting the cralt bud the Hetilla was luckye o althougle sutfering casualties
never lost 1 boat, Pandings were made al a number of points aling the aorth Dreton
const and at uninbabited istands close Lo 1t The deseription of these operations, wod the
difficulties wnder which they were cavvied out, is the central matter of this hoovk and
makes [nscinating veading, Saome af them had much in common with those of
Westcounbry smugulers 150 yeurs hefore!

Adter the suecesslul Normandy Lndings the Qatilla moeved aocth from Dartmweoth and
suflered its onty toss when a tew dovs alter V10 Day the author's old ship, the MOB 502,
strack o Qoating mine tn the Skagerrak ol sank with ondy two badly injured swrvivors,
This book is writlen to commemeorate them and the ethers who served u the flotilla as
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woll s Lthe apgents it carried and the memboers of the Resistance organisations in France
whise vonvage enahled its work to be done, So far ag possible the author bas lkept o touch
over the years with those wvaelved on hath sides of the Channel as some of fus ovacative
itlustrations show. He also inspired the evection of a plague in Kingswear commaemarat-
ing the flotilla, His bovk 1w o veminder Lhat the history of Dartmouth s o basae Tor nuval
operations is a continuons one imd that the exploits of those who sailed vut of it in motern
times are no less intoresting and dramatic thao these of their Pudar predecessors, My ot
deserves our thanlks for se ably vecalling some of them for us

Addrian Reed

The Brimpts Tin Mines, Dartmeet by Roger Bird and Peier Hivsl. Darvtmoor
Trheworking Hescardh Group, 84pp. Hlustrated. Paperback £4.480. 18BN 0 9520442 0 0.

Individual copies cun be obtained for €5.20 post-paid from the DTRG at Badger's Holt
Bungatow, Dartmeet L Dartmect, Privcetown, Yelverion, Devon, PLEO 85

Prior to reading this buok [ knew of Brimpts only as vne of Dartmoor’s aneient lenemoents,
The current Outdoor Letsure Map of Davtmonr shows to foatares of interest theve, while o
carelul stiely of the first §-inch map of 1884 shunws only three ruined straetores eat an the
moot, Bul as 8 0 aften the cuse in this most ialeresting of counties, those arees thal seem
without interest are wheve the features of intevest have yet to And interpreters Bvimpts
has now found interpreters of iks tn-warking cemaings.

The authors have skilfully surveyed and ploited the three arcaz of mine workings that
were exploited at intervals over many centucies, and from around 1806 were served by a
tour mile long leat from the Cherry Brook, BBut (he particudar strenglh of the book is the
linking of the fieldwork to considerabl: documentary research, beginning with seattered
references in the Liter Middle Ages Lo become abundant v the files of the mid-nineteenth
century Mining Journad, with its excessively optimistic repovts from cansultant engineers,

On fivst. reading the booko my maio reservation coneerncd the system whereby aceess to
the two sites on enclosed land was depeadent on patrenising the Barm’s catering or pur-
chasing the guide, which in apparently excluding reviewers seemed somewhat restrictive,
ane coudd hirdly have heen what the founding futhers of tHhe Natienal Dirk moveroent
had in nund. Hoving arvived at the farm [ was very plensantly sorprised to find that not
only was Lhere now aecess [oe all under the provisions of the Kavirenmentally Sensitive
Arcaz scheme, bul that thove were free leaflets available for those wishing to walk aroundd
the farm, while n more modesthy-priced summary of the mining remaings ts in netive
preparation,

“or the geologically ineclined, a briel seetion is devoled to Lhe latest inlerpretation of
miperalisation which I found to be heavy goiug, but T was relieved to find a glossary hal
Been ineluded as a concession to those of us wha find mining terminology instanlly forget-
table, [ weuld personally have weleomed miore discussion of the tin-working in ils setling.
Wihere Lhere are workings within 200 metres of a farm, who was deing the actunl work
back in the low-tech days? Was i specialist tinners or was it the oceupier of the farm,
diversifyving when times sere bad, in g somewhat, similar manner Lo the present tenand?

There are places whore the ook would have benefited from the services ol o profoes-
sional editor (1 don't think having the even-numbered pages oo the right-hisned side witl
cateh ond, but ovorall this Best volume inowhat is intended to be a seeios his set oostan-
dard which the Ciroup may find difficult to equal with s successors,

Tomy Collings
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A Pioneer in Xanudu, Denys Rolle 1725-1797. hy Robert Logy, The Furrow Press,
Whitchuarch Hants, pp 178, 1997, O12.60. ISEN 0 9531 270 0 1.

No one intevested in Devonshive listory can il (o have cowe across the Rolles, Tn Devon
they were ublguitous or nearly se. In 1873 the Hon Mark Relle owned some 55,000 acres
in Devon; 45 manovs and two greal howses wt Bicton and Stevenstone and another fesser
one at Huodscoll, His pross rental was £47.000 2 year Thore were fow parishes in Deven
where there was no Rolle properly or interest and the nime survives as @ streel name in
ISxmouth, Brornstaple, and Torringlion and in Rulle College, Bxmouth. The Clinton estotes
avound East Budleigh and at Merton in north Devan derive from this greal aceonuilation
al land in the vineteenth century and eavlier, Stevenstone is now demolished, and Bicton
iz an agriculiural college.

Despite their wealth and influence the Rolles are as individuals largely unlinown, and
Ehis bk seoms to be Lhe (irsl aceount of any member of the family, Denys Ralle deserves
such a buok, He plaved e countey gentleman's vole for most of his e, taproving his
estates, planting woods, eonclosing moorland and serving ns MP tor Barnstaple. Unlike
many, he actively concerned himself in the problems of poverty mmongst country people,
helping Lo promote Frivndiy Soctetios (nevery parish. He also Believed stromgly in educa-
tion as & means of alleviating poverty and established charity Sonday sehools on his
estates. took an aetive pavt in the renning of Christ’s Uoespital and the Royal Hospital
School at Greenwich, and wirs o member of the SPCIK

Bul perhaps what set him most apart fram his follow gentey was his active and per=oi-
al involvement in estaplishing settlenwnts and ptantations in Flovida acguired by Great
Britain at the Peace of Parls (1763). He seems to have helieved in pecsonal teadership amd
example, and just as he is said Lo have enjuyed fem work wilh his labowrers so he
rachewed o cabin on his Brst vovage to Florida in 1764 and shept on doek, travelling stevr-
age. From 8t Augustine in Florida on the St Johns river he founded the settlement of
Rullestown, Much of the last hadfof the boolc s concernml with the problems of establish-
ing settlements. Rolle fell out with the Governor ol Florida over the boundaries of his
grant anel tliere were great difficultics in atteacting setilers and keeping them, and much
disagreement over the wse of black slave labour. Rolle made at feast five vayages to
Florida between 1764 to 1779 spending some months theve on each ocrasion. Despite this
attention his settlewents tedded to Bl apart when he wast absenl. Neverthicless by 1783
he had been granied some 80000 seres and had built a mansion buuse. all to be lost when
Florida was returned 1o Spain in 1783, He was compensated financinlly and oflered band
in the Bahamas, where Redlevitle and Rolletown were established on B Island and
where the surname Rolbe survives amongst the descendants of Rolle's staves,

What were his motives in all this calonial activity? He is unlikely to have needed the
money, though aristoeratic families were often beset by movtgage setilements and entails,
Perhaps it was the challenge to explove and develop new lands that aitracted him; he is
said to have wade bwventy ser voyages in his life time.

The baok is well researched, much of i in Amervican libraries and arebives and pleas-
gly illusteated and writken. The title is engoging but fancitul and fac fetched. The author
wishes ta sugmest that some of the imagery for Coleridge s Kubla Khan' came in some way
ey Flevida and from Bast Devon, but Xanadu'= caves of jec’, its sunbess sea” and ‘mighty
fountaiy, its ‘caverns measureless Lo man’ are remote: rom Flarvida's Bverglades aad east
Dovon's gentle green hille, Neither the book nor Denys Rolle need this misleading and
unlikely mateh.

Hohin Stanes
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The Medicval Incorporvation of Plymouth and a Survey of the Borough’s Bounds
by Michobas Casloy, pub, Old Phvincurhy Society, 10Eppc b & w plans and chavs, TSBN 1 900
ABT Q.o price given)

Nicholas Casley's walles of the horougly brandaries see legendary, re-tracing in a tradi-
tional manner the route of the now laegely terelevont town margins, [alf ot this filth vei-
we of the Old Plyawmath Society's series is dedicated to the recording of these boundaries.
it ix all too easy to miss the features of the built environment as one roshes about the
dittly routines, Tow many shoppers parking at the Muey cor park would be aware of the
houndary stone at s entronwe? The difficuities abluded to in the identification of the
houndary between Houndiscembe and Thernhill are reflected in ninetecath century
Ordnance Survey's deseription of the <ame line o undefined.

Me Casley’s vssay on the Medievad Incorporation of Plymouth is a technical, even spe-
ctalised werk. The sceond section, the Survey of the Bovopgh's Bounds is of sueh gonerad inter-
est that 1L eweht o be read by all who clain an interest i Plymouth's post and cven present,

Amongst the thaught-provoking description of the developiment of Plymouth's corporate
forny, s nteaning anadysts of the balance of coneerns in the 1449 Aet, with the cssentinls
of incorpovation o meve 100 af the whole. Elsewhere 1he author's comment on the ten-

doney to re-use information s swell made, Avchivists shave this concern ol the failyre of

vezearehers Lo veach back to primary sources, though the continuing loss of reeords does
nob always make this possible The plal of the Royal Naval Hospital, Stonchouse, to which
the author adludes in a fooloote on puge 56, was miszing by the time the hospitad rrans-
ferred its histovie records o Plyrmouth City Avchiives in 1994,

The guality of the reproduction of maps ond plans s sometimes disappeinting. bt the
Lvoud, of Uhe: hoold iz good and ithe orguments bave been clearky made, This i one of the
Ol Plymouth Society's most ambitious volmnes (0 date, They are to be congratulated on
the quadity of their publications programme.

Anne Morgen

The Erritics:
[xetor SGdE Cricket Club, 1997, 163pp. C9.95. [SBN 0 9512356 1 14,

This is nat @ book about Desen's histors [t s o disewrsive and humorous choeonicle of the
peribrnuniees of the Erraties (the Kxeler Ualversity Staff Crickoet Chab) dueing thew ' Glary
Decade’ hedween 1984 and 19940, i which we e inbeaclueed to the deeds of a disparare
band of amateur cricketers as they travel e villages of Devon and boyond during the date
twonticth contury, Theee are, howoever, o number of links hetween the Brraties and the aca-
demie study of history The editor is Stephen Fishor i estimably durable slow howler and
a serdor member of the university’s Economic Histovy departinent, while Frank Bactow,
distinguished Emeritas Professor of History, i3 another Lo have worn the rampant unicorn’
with pride. And this seiter has, since 1996, sought to combine the administration of the
ronnty’s archives with vich personal enjovinent of the Bevatic experionce.

The bank gives us the thonghts of o range of Erratic writers on o multiphiciy of ericket-
g themes, Marvellously entertaiming tales of three tours; a journey to the [rish Reprablic
enlivencil by perplexing road signs, tantalising declarations and gun-toling opponents. the
1991 vapedition to the Seillies, bedevilled by eain and providing the boolds most menmn-
rable photogeaph. and the annual pilgrimage o the villages of Frampton, Epney and
Eongmey on Lthe Severn south of CGloveester. There are mateh reports from 1994 - the elub's
siaticth anniversary season - and aceounts of imporlant evients in the life of the elub. The

BE

The Glory Decade to 1994 edited by Stephen Fisher, Eatversity of

uneertain futurve of the cub’s wonderful ground, Cras Lawn, Anend-of-season party. And
woaerics of postseripls, ineluding o Viese tram Dewn-Undded, the story of the inauguarad
President's Crophy mwateh in July 1897, and this authors endeavenr o reereie in fletion
the unigue tlavour of Erratie erickel. Photsgraphs and caricatures enbanee the volume's
vigsual appeal, while the only sections that grate shightly arve those entatogaing the 'deo-
i persimae of the Brst mateh of the Irish tour sthouglo one {reely concedes that Lk
prolubly has much tadowith this roviewers hick of Blerary knowledge, cortain aspeets of
Hhe atabisbicad section, nud the invitaion to the reader Lo consider the work ‘a souvee book
i the fiedd of leisure. O T one's doubts aboud this, and, o reality, the book is good
enough 1o stand its gronnd as 0 evicket work alone. without the need for any additional
weadomie justification.

Anyone who has assaciated with Uw Freaties will know how unprodictable and vareli-
ablie - hony epeatic - thetr colleetive behaviowr can b, For his persistence i the fee of such
seeent ricitios ns mueh ag for the manifestly excellent job he has done Stephen Fisher
deservin: pue cobyralulations, The grealest tribude to his success must be that, whatever
the fate ol Gires Lawn, for the render of this book 10 will adsvays be ke in the ast taventy’
wilh thi shadows lengthening ind Coolk or Fisher or Beeey Lo bow !,

Brian Corpenter

OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

The Cap and the Sword: Exeter und the Rebellions of 1487 by Nicholas Ovme.
1997,

Fhis 2d-page bookled published by Exeter Ciky Couneil &2 an account by the University
al Fixcters Professor of History of evieats during a notabbe time in the history of Exeter
500 yewes ago. Deeply reserached, as (s customary for ies anthon the short work. which
ineludes tour illustrations, i& buth inferestiog and readable. Wis obtainable brom Fxeter
Ouildhall, priee £1,

Yelverton & District Focal History Soctely Newsbtetter No 15, 1998

OF 36 pages, with coret coven, the content of the newsletter is well ap o the standard vne
hias come to expeet rom this souree, and the Yelverton souicty must be cammended on
its ‘trawl of intevesting items and information on current events Bdited by Jenny
Sanders and BHasabeth Greeves, the booklet reflects the enthasingm aond aetive work of
v sncieby which has now been In existence fue nearly igteen yoars, thuring which it has
domt mucelt to place on record the histury of the area. Priee: to menmbers, £1.50; 1o non-
members, 2 Enguivies to Y & DLVESO 118 Whitehurceh Road, Tavistock PL LY 983).

Vanisherd Houses of South Devon by Rosemory Lowder. This boal, {or which a
review copy is not availabie, tells the story of seven ouce-important Devon houses.
Cublished by North Devan flooks, copies are available ot the Devon & Exetoer
{nstilulion, price L899,

i}



DEVON BOOK OF THE YEAR

“1an Maxted, County Local Studies Librurian

The Devon History Society and the Local Studies section of Dever Librory Hervices are
working together to cneourage the production of good quality local history weiting in
MNevon. This year on 7 November at the annual meeting of the Society in Excter the
Pevon Book of the Year will he amnounced. The decigion will be based on nominations
receiviel from aeross the county wnd the finad choice will be wade by a vole of members
of the Sorlety at the meeting. This is your chanee to affect the final choiee. Send your
nomination, for up ta three books on any aspect of Devon's history published in 1997, Lo
the County Loca) Studies Libvarvian, Excter Centeal Libracy, Castle Streed, Exetor BX4
3PQ.

To help in your choiee the County Loeal Studies Lihravian has drawn up his own per-
sanal top twenty which he presents in aiphahetical ordder helow.

1. BOOK of Cornwood and Lutton - Tiverton: Devon Beeks, 1997 - 160p: ill, maps,
ports; Aleni. A well-illustrated community history by the ecal parish map project.

2. BUTLER, JEREMY. Dartmoor atlas of antiquities. Vol.f: the second millennium BC.
-"Piverton: Devan Books, 1987 - 296p: eol UL maps; 24em. [SBN 0861149106, The lat-
st in the series of detatled studies of Dartioor’s prehistovic venains,

9. CHULMLELGH: a jsurney of discovery/edited by Roger Bartoa - Beatord: Beaford
Centre, 1997 - 176p: plates. i1 maps: 21 x 260, Limited edition of 600, [SBN
1808386285, A communily survey resulting from the villgge appraisal with much on
the nutueal setting,

4. DARKE, STELLA. The Lanmrs/Stella Darke - Bxeter: 8. Dacke, [19971 - 93p:ilh
80cm. Llausual self-publishied social study of an Bxeler housing vstale,

5. DE LA MAHOTIERE, MARY. Hannah Cowley: Tiverton's playwright and pioneer
feminist (1743-1809y Mary de Ta Mahotiere - Tiverton: Devon Books, 1997 - 96p: ilt,
parts; 21em. First bisgraphy of this important hteravy figare of the eighteenth cen-
tury.

6. GERORGE, BRIAN. James Greew: cunal builder and eovnty surveyor (17911844 -
Tiverton: Devon Books, 1997 - 189p: il maps; 21 x 21em. ISBN 0861149149
Includes many photographs and Hstings of bridges and other works,

7. GILL, CRISVIN, Plymouth viver: a histery of the Baiva and Cattewater/Crispin Gill
- Tiverton: Devon Books. 1997 - 216p: col plates, ill, maps: 23em. ISBN 08611491 14,
Demanstratos the importance of the waterfront tor the development of the towa,

¢ HARRIS, HELEN. The church on the hill: an aceount of the church, people and
parish of Buelifastloigh - Twerton: Devon Books, 19987 - 96p: ill, maps, ports; 27 x
21em, [SBN 0861140076, A well-rescarched history of the chirch and town.

9. HAYDON, EDWIN. Secular and divine: a history of Widworthy parish in East Deven
- Wilminzgtan: Marwood Publications, 1997 - [ivh 154p: ill, maps: 23ein ISBN
D952014913. Twoe meticulous studics, of the village and the church,

10. LAIIDFR. ROSEMARY ANNE. Vanished houses of South Devon/ Rosemary Lauder
- Bideford: North Devon Books, 1987 - 128 ill, maps, plans: 24em. ISBN
0959864592, Well-illustrated aceount of seven major hauses that no fonger survive.

11, LEGCG, ROBERT. A pioncer of Xanadw: Denys Rolle 1725-1797/Robert Legy -
Whitehureh: The Furrow Press, 1997 - txv, 178p: i}, maps, part: 21em. [SBN
0953 127001, A well-vesearched study ol this major north Devon landowner.
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t2 REED, MARUGARET Mortehoe & Woolueombe un the vecord/darvaret Beod -
friends of Morteloe Cat Linbel, 1997 - viil, 196p: HL map: 24em, [N DUSHOB02R2.
A detailed history of Lhis novth Devon parish.

11 SAYRRS, ARNOLD. A history of Holbeton, South Deven/by Arnald Sayers -
[Hoibotond (A, Sayerst, F997] - [80pL il maps; Slem, A self-published pamphlet
history of the paris.

14 SHEPHERD. DOREEN. South Poob: purtrait of a Soath Deven village i b aid-
twentioth contury/ Dureen Shepherd - South Pook Rosemary Publications. 117 -
168p: 11, ports: 21en, 1SN 0953021508, A study of sacial chunge based on persanal
shservadions,

15, SWIVTE. JON, Travels in Gesrginn Devon 1780- 180 the ittustrated journeys
Ldeditedl by Todd Gray - Tiverton: Devon Books, 1997 - Gty ill: d0em. ISBN
086 1 EID IR L. First volume of the pewly edited manuseript jotnrnils of o leading expo-
nond of the pictaresgue moversent in Deven,

16, CRPCULME: o pecaliar parishe a Devon town from Tudor time=ATewdme Avchive
Croup, 1997 - xvill, 320 plates, 1H; 22em - edited by Peter Wyalt and Robin Staines.
(SN 0052085004, A will-referenced series of historieal studies aboul the parish.

£7 The UFFCULME will and inventaries: 16th to L8h centuriesfudited by Peter Wyatt
- Doven & Corawall Record Socicey, 1997 - g1, 31t ply il maps; 20¢m. 18BN
090 L8202 Bull documentation fir the enty Deven villuge whose prafmte recocds
survived World War 2 inlact.

18, WIDWORTHY. MANOR, Widworthy manorial catrt volls 1453- 161 Tiodited by
Fdwin 8. Havedon and John I Harvap - Marwood Publications, 1997 - 11, T, xxiNp
pl. ill; 30cm, [SBN 0952011905, Pacallel Eatin ond tinglish toxts with fesimiles of
mn bportant type of bistorical souree,

10, WINKLEIGH: a view of their parish by the people of Winkleigh - Beaford Arts
Centre, 1997 - vii, 132p: L 30em. ISHN 0953 E3018 A woll-tlesirated conumunity
history,

a0, WOLERE, AMARY. Gentry leaders in prace and war: the gentey governes of bevon
in the early sevanteentl century/ Mary Wolffe - Fxoler: University of Foxeter, 1997 -
xiv, 306p: il maps: 2dom. [SRN 0859895 L3 An inporiant historical stody of this
influcurind social group,

In addition there are o couple of groups of publications that ave worth a mention, The
Firsl 3s thie series of transeripts of Dartmune records tssued by Mila Brown from the
Dartmoor Press aodd the second is the exvellunt sevies of papers imsued by the
Partmouth Fhistory Beseacel Giroup. Several publications have conie from both these
saurees during 1997,

A tul! listing of almost 500 works relating Lo Devon which appeared during the vear
will bu published by Devon Liligry Services shortly in the Becon hibliograph 197,



NEWS FROM LOCAL SOCIETIES

The George Nympton History Project Group, chaired by DHS recent vew member
Brigadier Antony Karsluke, produced a most interesting booklel: George Nympéon, o
eson Parishe and its People, in 1995, The parish today comprises bwo parts: the ancient
manor and parish of Nymet 8t George and an outlying part of South Molton parish,
named Queen's Nympton in horonr of Queen Vietoria when il was joined to Georse

Nympton in 1960, The group, comprising on memboers, s working on a new edition of

Lhe publication, which it hopes to complete by the mlleunium,

South Molton & Dstriel Archive and Local History Society advises us of iis
aclive existence. Knquivies Lo the Information Centee, | Bast Street, South Molton,
EX36 3BLL Tel 01769 172378,

Civil War in East and Mid Devon Group. This is an informal group encouraging
interest and researeh into early and mid seventeenth century Iocal life and Lappenings
during the English Civil War and Interregnum - peaple, oceupations, custans, habits,
costume, houses, castles, ehurches, furniture, paintings, prints maps, baoks, documents
and objects in everyday use, Exhibitions are produced in Devon Ubraries and oller ven-
ues. Those who are interested are asked to contact FPrank Pearse of Sidmouoth, Uel (11395
STOLA0,

Chagtord Local History Society came into being in 1997, sinee when membership
has visen to around 70. Five winter meelings with speakers are planned, at Endecott
House, an the last Thursday it cach month at 8pan. Visitors are welcome. Othor activi-
ties include the compiling of o photogeaphic archive, and periodic local exhibitions,
Enguiries te Secretary Mes Christine Baker, 01647 473153698,

Widecombe-in-the-Moor & District Local History Graup weels on the first
Wednesday ol vach wmanth at the Church House, at 7.30 pom, a5 a members” mesting or
with a speaker. It also arranges gulded walks which commenee af midday. Tnformation
from the Hon Seervistary, Anthony E.Beard, el 01364 621246,

Crediton Area History & Museum Society. This society is planning an xhibition
iy 1999, entitled Within Living Memeary, to e held 24-29 May. The aim is to celebrate
the Millennium, eovering the period frown 1900 with relevant displavs, An appeal is
rnadle Far appropriale papers, phetpgraphs, memovabitia, ete. Contact: John Jones,
Cvediton 772866,

Guild of St Lawrence, Ashburton. Further to the notice in DE 56, the Guild
reports that the ancient St Lawrenee Chapel, which is » premior musie venue for the
area, used for concerts and other events, is open to the public, free, from May to
September, Tues, Thars, Fri, Sat afternoons 2 - 4.30 p.m., and an Mon and Tues during
Avgust, 10 am. - 12.30 pau. The Chapel and adjeining buidings are also used for exhi-
hitions and community sud educational groups theoughoul the year
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NOTICES

Capies of the last issue of The Deeon Historian were in pather shorter supply than
usual, with fow spares. [Fanyone has an unwanted copy of the April 1898 edition,
Number 58, please dowate it back to the DS, vin the Povan & Exeter Institution, 7 The
Close, Exeter, BX1 1EZ, Thank you.

Cherish a local studies librarian

Fach year the Local Studies Graup of the Library Association presents the Darothy
MeCulla dward o an individual whoe s felt Lo have made a speetal contriliation w leead
studies work. This vear the recipient is Mactin Hayes of West Sussex Libary Service
who L been especially aclive in promoting the development of gencalogical informa-
tion sources on Lhe Internet and overbaualing hislovical map provision in West Suszex,
anong many other achievements. I the past reliance has lavgely been on nominations
by chief librarians but the Greaup Comanitiee feels that it woeuld be appropriate if some
of these nominations wore al least initiated by apprecintive library users and loead his-
tory professionals Have vew, duving yvour travels and rescarches {nol necessarily in the
South Wegd, of Englnndi eneountered a libravian who provides an exceptional loeal stud-
ies sorviee. whe ix nble to cxploit effectively the full range of material in their eollec-
tions, who is innuvative i such matters as using information technoloyy, who takos
loeal stidies into the community, or whe simply struggles snecessfully to maintain an
effective service in adverse dreamstntices?

Twould be pleased (o receive details of their names, the library service they work tor
and the circumstances which make you feel they deserve such recognition and | will he
happy Lo forward your submission to other members of the Local Studies Group
Commitlee, And, by the way, in case any of yon think that Satlecy may get you special
treatment, [ am not eligible for the awnrd!

fan Maxted,

Jounty Lecal Stedies Librarian
Exiter Central Library

Castle Streat

Txatey BXd 3P0

A REMINDER!

Several DHS members have not yet claimed the free copy of the boek entitled: In
Prersiit of Devon's History 1o which each paid-up member is entitled. Compiled by Ian
Maxted and spemserved by the Devon Hislory Sociely, this puide Tor lucul lustorians car-
ries a purchase price of £7.95. dembers' free copies may be obtuined at the Soclety’s
weetings, or an payment of L1 for pestage and packing on application to Mrs Sheila
Stivting, Devon & Exeter Institutian, 7 The Close, Exeter EX1 1EZ.
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