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THE PEOPLE OF WOODBURY
IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY

Harold Fox

The practice of lacal history is exciting beeause there are so many diverse approach-
es Lo be [ollowed. One approach is not to focus an wsiugle place but to take o sel of
similar communilios and to study them as o group. This bas obvisus advantages:
wdditional insights come Brom e findings that secial structure, or the ook of a
place (physical structure) or ceonomic growlit or decline are broadly similar within
the chosen set of places; hypolhweses ave betler tested in o large sample: if evidence
on a parlicular facet of Be is lucking for one place the gap may be filled, with cau-
Lion, from the shared experiences of the ofthers. [n Devon one geoup which deserves
detailed researeh includes those amall voadside boroughs such as Colyton, South
Zeal oy Chillimgton which arve so characteristic of the county, nal only in their
medivval heydays but also in their years of relative decline biter ond Af present my
owm rescireh s on fishing along the south Devon coast and the fishing-farmers and
fishertolk whao operated from such plices ax Staccross, Dawtish Strand, Ringmore
Strand, Hablzands and Greston, a theme which 1 chose [or wmy presidentinl address
to the Devon History Soclety in 1996, The vesearch will culminake in g wonuzraph
to be published in 1999 and, [ hope, ta he made widely available in Devon” I eon-
densed here Lhe findings would he so thin a3 to be positively emaciated so instoacd |
wish to epand just one seetion of the monograph which is a case-study of the parish
of Woodbury in the Later Middle Ages. Woodbury, on the Exe, featuves prominently
in my work beeatse of the survival of medieval tithe accounts which give details of
tithes on fishing and an w greal range of other activities in which the people of the
parish were engaged ® Here T wish to bring all of thuse uelividies logether as far ax
Lhe documents allow.

The tithes of Woodbury were given to the Viears Choral ol Bxeler Cathedral in
1205, The Viears, ravely rich as Nivholas Orme has pointed out, were ferocious
tithers,  Vory little escaped thew. They teok their tenth of almost gvervihing,
inchuding honey, wax, apples, pears, duiry produce, lish, labour and trade Tpersonal
tithe) as well as grain, wool and Hvestock of all kinds. They administered theire tithe
collection vevy efficientty: in 1424, for exuuple, there was a purge sgainst soveral
reluctant Lithe-pavers tespecially John Seovche), inveolving excommuanication and a
gase o the veclesiastical Court of Arehies in Lundon, Moreover, they maintained and
held on Lo the most detailed financial aceounts relating to thelr management of the
pavish of Waadbury, The accounts are highly interesting from the point of view of
the expenses of Lthe Vicars, shedding hight on celebration of saints” days, funerals
amd other aspects of spiritual life and pastoral core. Heve we ave more coneernperd
with income for it is in the paragraphs concerning monies received that we lind
greal lists of the names of the parishioners of Woodbury arranged according to the
types of produce (o1 trader on whicl they paid tithe. The only disappointment ix the
fact that no names are given to show the provenance of the grain and wool collected
as Lithe, The carliest aeevutd is dated 1401 and the falest medieval ane is from
1507, The best run is in the 14202 and 14305,

We ean bepin our uxploration of the material lives of the penple of Woodhury in



Lhe [“lf'L.ezenLh century by Iooking at those who made ailiving from the produce of the
land. Given much time and patience all of the titheipavers would he profiled and
put on @ scale according to the value and range of their payments. [ have not made
such an analysis but  hope thal someone tocally will do 30 in the fulure, Tnstesd |
shall select some sample names, beginning with Thomas Huntbear whe was ovwner
of one of the fargest herds of eattle in the parish. We know this hecanse in almuost,
every yvear the Vicars Choral took g ealf from him (L.e. he had o least ten cows pro-
duectng al least ten cabvesy, vather than levving a sum of money known as ‘calf tithe'
(paid by people with less than ten calvess [F he was principally a beefl producer his
herd could have contained af least ten cows, ten calves, ton yearlings, Len Lwo-yonr
olds and ten theee-year-olds tsay forty beasts in all, having deducted animals culled
or died). Thomas also kept pigs, horses and geese. His farm was possibly at the
place marked on the one-inch map as Houndbeare (lormerly a detached part of
Wondbury parish though now in Aylesheavei” His cows would have been Kepl in
closes around the farmstead. the sheep and young beasts being altowed Lo roam en
the hill-top commons.® Also avound the farmhouse, no doubt, were Thomass irees of
apples and pears and his hives producing honey and wax: he was tithed on all of
these. We have no precise details about the tithes of sheaves of individuat Woodbury
farmers but we know from the break-down of erops given in some aceounts thal the
most important crop was oats, followed by barley, wheat and fegumes in thal order?
i a survey of the manor of Woudbhuy made in 1525 one of the largest Farm holding:
eonsisled of 76 acres divided into 21 enclosed felds, ideal for pastoral management,
and had grazing rights for 20 great beasts and 40 sheep on bhe commeons.™ Thomas
Huntbear one hundred years earlicr. could well have occupied o holding of this type,

The sense of bueolie abundanee which emerges from details of the Lithe paymonts
of Thomas Hunthear does not apply to atl of the parishioners. In the profile of
Richard Bond, the sccond favmer in my sample. aud g smallholder, there is o con-
trast with Huntbear in the very number of enteies, which are far fewer, and also in
their vange. Richard owned cows which in most vears gave birth to calves but we
know that bis herd was nol large because he alwavs paid in calf Lithe (sce ahover,
When he died in 1434 his Gnal obligation to the havd-pressed Viears Chora! was his
second-best beast as a mortuary payment and this was indeed a cow, e puid tithe
o dairy produece and alzo on o mysterions substanee which the nccotats called
syrupis - some murdersus concoction of cider and honey porhaps? Bither because
of his life-cxcie slage or beeause of e adeguacy of his holding he did not have to
supplement his frm ineome Ly fabouring. This distinguisfes bim from the third
Lithe-paver in our sumple, Richard Oliver, Inmany ways his profile is that of o
smallholder and shnitar o Richard Bond's but there is o significant differenes
brenuse on one gecasion he paid tithe on o crall. He was probably a part-time
Luslder and hedger for in ER32 we meet him syeain in the accounts this time as an
employee ol the Viears Cheral. engaced in butlding wark aeound thetr indispensable
Lithe barn and inomendings hedges. His eows wore keptin o sinall elose (presumably
glebe i vented Brom the chureh; he docs ol seen to have bred pigs, for in one vear he
hadd 4o bay o piglel B Batfening Prom the Vicars (lhis would have been a Lithe ani-
mal Lalen from one parishioner then sold back o another.

The Targest group of people without any agricultural land were Woodbury's farm
workers: the medievad period was not ane ol simple family farming becanse some
Forms were large enongh (o need the lbaue of workers fram outside the family
while even a relatively steadl fiem mighl vequire extea hands from time to time. One
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individual who paid Lithe on his Iabour faicly vegularly from (432 into the late
14408 was Robert Colier, his yearly sum dechining steadily over this period perbaps
breause his wages were falling as he approached old age. Another, a Hitle carlier,
wits Hevry Jacoh who wos vepularly Lithed o hus leling but who alse secasionally
pord vn produce, as i U853 when he contmbuated Add. on his wool, a tenth of the
vidue of Lhe {lecees of perhaps abuoul fen sheep which prebably ran on the commons.
These two men were long-term resident Jabaurers in the parish and almost certainly
oeeupictl eottages with little or no agricultucal lwd, Other lnbourers were sons liv-
e in thow parents” homes but worlang elsewhere 1ty Lhe parisly, such as John
Hopping jumior who pid Lithe on his worle o LE2S, [0 contrast to the sellled labour-
ers was John Mape who paid Lithe au labaur i ondy one year (14321 and who hote a
surname which was nol associated wilh avy of the farming Famities in the parish,
These two small chues - his transienee and his alien name - strongly suggest that he
wits a yeung inundgrant servant in basbandey, aeriving in the parish for a year's liv-
InE-in service theo feaving for o term elsewhere, as was common practice in the
Middle Ages, Another of this type is recorded in the account for 1432 under the sim-
ple name of "Phitlipus’ the accountant cithor did not koew his surname or was not
bothered ta record it beeause Philip had no fumily in the parish. The soureces for
Wondbury da nal. permil an estimate of the refative importance of coltage and small-
holding laboterers an the one hand and living-in servants in hushbandry on the other
atthaugh siudies of other manars 1 Devon suggest that the balance was Lipped one
wuy arr the ather by such factory as the sixze of farms, Ltheir degree of remotencss and
the type of farming which was practised,

The rvich and complex social fabrie of Woodbury included other types, Passers-by
even more transient than Mape the servant are reeorded in the accounts: the
stranger woman who died while passing theough the parish in 1440 and rom
whom the Vicars Loak a pot ax a mortuaey payvment and the oceasional labourers
who paid for a seasan’s wark only, probabily harvest workers. When collecting per-
sonal tithes the aceountant uswally distinguishes belween labowr (discussed above}
and “eratt {arst, but in the mujority ol cases he tantalizingly fails to note the nature
uf the eraft, The vl is occasionally litted, sowmetimes through the surname of an
individual (although use ol surnames to discaver accupalions ts an uncertain proce-
dure by the fifteenth century), so that John Smith and Thomas Heliner who paid for
thelr eraft in 1433 loe example may have been respectively a smith and a voofmy A
fow pueople were Lithed * {or commeree’, although what was being sobd, and on what
hasis, s unclear. The account for 1440 for once gives a good deal away: the people
{ithed on eraft in that veatr have sefssor ftailor) wiritten after their surnames, sug-
gesting that a good number of the unspecified eraltsmen named in earlier necounts
were also occupied in some branch of the cloth industry, as vne would expect in east
Devon, One other little indication of a Ltextile indusiry is i the aceount for 1:133
when four individuats Gneluding bwo women) bought ap the whole of the Lithe of
wool of the parish. The individuals concerned in this transaction were Jarger farm-
ers (or their wives) with capital to sparve. Might they have been engaged i pulling
out wool to the spinners and spinsters of the parish? A linad sccupalion mentioned
in the aceounts 1s that of butcher, Grazier-bulcher would be a hetler Lerm, Jor these
men owned herds paslured, in all probability, on the vich water-side pastures of the
parish. Such men would have sold meats at the active meat-market of Exeter and
also locally in their own parish, these last transactions being tithed by the Viears,
In sum, Woodbury was to a degree commercialized in the Hifteenth contury and this
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‘tells us something about the sophistication of the late medieval econnmy U

[ have tell Lo the vnd Lhe exceptionad detadl which the aceounts prm-i(h: abond. 1izh-
ing. A variely of sources tetl of the valuable medieval fishertes of the south Doevon
coust hut rarely do we come taee to faee wilth the fishers themselves ax wo do in Lthe
documents for Wondbuary, The intarmation comes in the form of cash payments: foe
exnmple, ‘Gd. from John Lucas for Uihe of {ish’ in 1428, This sum admost cortainly
reprosenls one-Lenth of Lhe value of John's eateh in thatl vear, so we ean say that he
maught fish worth 606, ie Sa Some payments are made by a named individual 'and
his associates’ fewm socay sws) indicating thal people fished in teams, a team of six
being mentioned in L3 we rewd of family teams ax i L430 when Richard Mayster
and his wife paid tithe on fish and also of teams in which there were people who
were nol closely retated.

Were (he peaple wha paid lithe on fish Arst and loremost fishers or were they pri-
marity favmers who supplemented diet and income by fishing? Typical was John
Martin whao tished Prequently and whose agriceltural profile suggests thal he was
the (ype of Trmer deserthed ag a smallholder carlicer in this paper In general the
tithe pavments an tishing were very small individually, swhich tells us that this was
a supplementary employment even lor smatthalders, For example, in no year (hid
Jobn Martin pay more than 23d. as tithe on fish and the average vearly value of his
pavment was L7d. The average value of his cateh was therefore 1704, or Fds, We
know that in seme years he bad aldeast three cows, the dairy produce from which
could have bean sold for around 10s, [T we suy, tfor the sake of argument, that be had
4 aeres under ovops, and that these were sown largely with oats, wilh some whent
fas the accounts indicate), the total value of the crop would have been of the order of
80s. at the very loast, These are necessavily erude caleulations because they do not
take the Family's consumption infe account, They do nevertheless indicate that Johin
Martin's Hshing was a refatively miner wecupation, thoush noe doubit a useful and
necessary one. It is notable that the lavgest farmers, sueh as Thomas Hunthear or
the vich grazier-butehers. never fished beeause they did not aved the small extra
income which, for this as for other by-emplovments generally, encournped men such
as Jdohn Mavlie o eagage in fishing,

In the 4205 and 14305 Bshing from Woodbury shores was in general a by-cmplay-
ment among stablholders living in the raral seltlements seattered over the face of
the parish. For exanple, John Scorebe, who fished, is said to have Yived near
Hogsbrook IFarm. 3 miles fram the Exe while fishing-farmer Jobn Westeote lived
either at Pilehaves or at Postlake, 2 and 1% miles respectively from the shore ' An
aobsecuwre reference in 1195 (o a ‘fish house” or ‘fishing house” somewhere on
Woodbury's shoreline probably velated to a straeture for the safe keeping of nets,
gall, barrebs and so o From 1866 there is o veference o buildings on the shore near
Nupwell in Woodbury, They are ealied ‘eoliars” - the waual Devonshive vernacular for
# shoreside storage hut, o term which has given vise Lo pluce-names such as Coombe
Cellars on the Teign, Slapton Celars, and Cellar Beach in Newton Ferrvers. '
Waodhury's Lithe accounts do nol give much more detail about the linkages helween
farming settloments intand and cellar settlements on the shore: in the monograph
veferred toin my inbroduction paragraph these goaps will be Diled. with some confi-
denee, trom othoer places which have Lypes ol histovicad source materials bneking foe
Woodliry:

I the L4248 and 14308 the waters of the Exe were taportant for enriching tho
Bives of the fishing-farmers in a small way, The size of individual catehes wis gener-
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ally small but the total eateh from Woodbury shures was significant, much of it
gaing no doubt to Bxeter which, as Maryanne Rowaleski has shown, was a notable
reclistribueive centre in the fish trade, frequented by tradervs wha then sold on this
cheap and useful foodstufl intand within Devon and as Tay alield as eastern
Somaorsel,'t Moveover, technical expertise was clearly already in place and sons
were earning the eeaft by working alongside thely fathers, The stage was sct, ay
vlsewhere along the south Deven coastline, for an even greater expansion in fishing
towards the end of the fifteenth century and the beginning of the sixleenth,

England is wulv fortunate in having o preat wealth and range of source malerials
telling of the social and economic life ol the medieval countryside. Detailed manorial
aeevunts allow reconstructions of the Forming praclised by lords, as done by Finberg
for the estate of Tavislock Abhey!? Manarial court rolls allow us to see, although
usually rather fleelingly. a great range of rural people. down to the level of the
medieval labourers and servants about whom { have written in another place in 2
study of Ashwatoer, Stokenham and Sidbury.!® The tithe aceounts of Woodbury
belong to a much rarer chass of ovidimee ang are remarkable not only for telling us
something of the types of farming practised by ordinary farmers bul also for giving
us what seem to be fairly eomprehensive profiles year by year ol o range of occupa-
tiens in a medieval parizh.

L. Aulton, A “The forgotien boroughs of Devon’, M.A. dizsertation, Dept, of
Enelish Laeal History, University of Leicestor, 1988,

9. Medicved Fishors and Fishing along the Sowth Devon Coast: o Study in Social
wned ScHemend Histary, torthcoming,

3. Bxetor Cathedral Liheary (150010, 3351-68, 22234, 22280-1. | have not refer-
enced individpa! documents if the date is clear from my text, Profiles of individ-
wals are based on all accounts rom the 1420s and L4305 and are drawn [rom a
data-base Kindly waide Tor me by Kenneth Smith of Leicester, Exeter Cathedral
Libwiey nlso has a fine series of Lithe accounts aude on hehall of the Dean and
Chapter. For tithe accounts in penecal see P Heath, Medicoa! Clerical Accounts
15t Anthony’s Hall Publications 26, 19641 aud R.N. Swanson. ‘Beonomic change
and spiritual prolits: receipls from the peeuliar jurisdietion of the Peak Distriet
i the fourteenth century’. in Rogoers. N od. Kigland in the Fourteenth Contury,
Stamboed, 1993, pp.171-95,

1. Ovme, N, "The medieval elergy of Excter Cothedralb {0 the viesors and annuel-
fars', Reports and Transactions of the Devonshive Association LI 01081, pp d0-
=1

5. The supposition is based upon his name and T have some doubls abauab i,

B, Sec Fox, H8A ‘Farming proctice and technigques: Devon and Cornwall’, in
Miller, B ed, The Agrarian History of England and Weles, 3, 13081300,
Cambridee, 1991, pp.3L18-9,

7. E.CL 33h5.336L, 3366,
& PR.OCE. 3154385,
0. Perbaps this is an early reference to stilk liguor, a cider spirit like Calvados. Sec

Stanes, B, The Ofd Form, Bxeter, 1990, pp.70-1,

L0, Bee the paper velerred to in note 16 helow,

11, Dyer, €. Lords und Peasents in o Changing Society, Cambridge, 1908, p.340,
There had been a small hovough ot Wondbury; though in save decay by the fif
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15,
L&,

Leenth century burgage plots (probably emply) continued to be mentioned
later surveys: Bevesford, M. and Finberg, FLER. English Medieval Borowghs: o
Hand-fist, Newlon Abbat, 1973, p.10L; PR.O. B, 315/385: Deven Record .(_}fﬁcu
346M/M/26. Local historians living near Woodbury need (o try to identify the
horough on the geround, with the help of the last of Lhese surveys: the tithe ma P
gives some clues,

- Brighouse, V.W. Woodbury. o View fram the Beceon, Woodbury, L1981, p.59. The

accounts do not normally give the residences of Lhe tithe payers; the Jahn
Wesleotes are exceptions becanse theve were two men of that name.

- E.C.L.3370: Devon Record Office, Dynham survey, 1568, T am very grateful Lo

Bob Tulley of Wembury for telling me, after the lecture. aboul Celiar Beach in
Newton Forrers.

. Kowaleski, M. Local Markets and Regiona! Trade in Medieval Exeter,

Cuambridge, 1995, pp.307-21.

Finberg, H 2R, Tavistock Abbey, Cambridge, 1951, pp.36-158.

Fox, H8.A. ‘Servants, cottagers and tied eollages during the later middle ages:
lowards a regional dimension’, Rural Flistory 6 (1985), pp.1-30,

THE PORTERS OF OLD BLUNDELL'S.

T.H.C. Noon

Poter Blundell set up one of the greatest schools in Knpluad and by far the greatest
west of Winchester and Eton and Tor its Brst 2580 years it survived and flourished
thanks to the grand endowment he bequeathed it. Fe provided £2400 to build his
achool and the great wall surrounding it He pravided income from his estates at
Prawle for the salaries of the Master and the Usher and tor the endowment of four
scholorships, two at Balliol and two at Sidney Sussex and he nominated 27 feoffees Lo
oversee his greal work. The feoffecs did their work well and the income steadily
increased and in 1695, at their annual meeting on or near 5t Peter’s Day they fell able
to come to an hnportant decision: ‘that three of our number doe henceforth divect and
agree tor ye huilding of a Porter Lodge att ye Schoole Greene gate, ye cost (o be pid by
owr treasurer by ye arder of any two of them and such person to bee apprinted porter
theve as they shall think fitC. This was in the same decade as the founding of the Bank
of England and one may be forgiven lor thinking the Porter of Blundiells the more
soung fnstitulion.

The cast of building the lodge was duly entered in the Great Aceount Book which
recards every expense trom 16810 to vecent days, In 16897 was paid "Tor building ye chim-
ney in ye Lodge (ifieen shillings, for 22 rope of stone worle in ye lodge at 25 8d a rape £3
15s 0d, for cleaning the foundation 5s Od, for work about the other part of the Ladge £5
10s 0. All was prepared for the appoeinling of the first of the porters of Blundell's
which must have happened at or about St Peler's Doy 1898, for the Great Account
Book vecords in January 1699 'pd Lhe porler i years salary due last Christmag’ In
1700 we learn his name when the feoffves” Boolk of Qrders records ‘that Bdward
German the porter have 40 shillings vearly salary paid him until father order and one
porter's powne and stalfe Lo be made use of in public uecasions only, bul not yearly’, {i.e.
nol a new gown every year). The salary was vaised to £2 105 0d in L7053, In 1701 the
accounts reveal that the gown cost £2 85 Gd in cloth and trimmings and 10 shillings to
make. Nothing but the best wos gead enough tor the porter of Peler Blundelt’s Free
Grammar Schoot in Tiverton. He had a new gown in {709 and then a new one every
three yoars,

No mention s made aboul what he did te earn his glovious raiment. But in 1699 Lthe
fenffecs ordered that £3 25 Od be spent on ‘boards for the porter’, which presumably
were buards to slol into the walls at the gate to keep out the water when the Lowraan
Nooded 1ts banks, No doubt Edward German wore his gown o grace leoffees” meetings
and to head ihe provessions to St Peter's Church, though we do not have exact details
of these events until the time of William Pottingham.

Aflter German cied in 1722 the feotfees ordered ‘Lhat Daniell Vanstone be chosen
porter in ve raom of Lidward Jerman deceased’ and to have ‘a Gowne and satary of the
tormer porter’. *For his gown £2 and ¥ year’s salary €1 58 Od'. Flis reign fasted antil
1750 and the aecounts reveal a few details of his job. [n 1725 he was paid a liktle extra
fur keeping lime and slates’. In 1729 we have the fivst cloar connection hetween parters
and clocks as he was paid 6s 3d lor keeping the Clock for 15 manths’. In 1734 he was
given 6d Lo buy rope, 25 6d for *horschire to Taunton to mect the Muster' (Samucl
Wesley the brother of John Wesley). In the same vear he was given one shilling for
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‘cleaning the necessury house’, 8d for sweeping the Green and el Top o aning a stable
door. In his time theve is reference to 'the Porter's garden’ so he must have had o share
of the Lnd to the rear of the schook.

Vonstone: wars suceecded by William Pottingham who reigned until his death in L7HG.
tHe wax engaged on the same terms: W have a Gowne and satary of owr tormer porter,
In 1756 there was o clear srder by the froffecs aboul the care of the gate. ‘Al a Wheeling
of the Feaffees of Mr Peter Blundel's yood uses in Tiverlon on \Icmd.w the Twenty ftrst
day of JJune One Thousand Seven l-Iumirc.ct and Fifty Six al the school there heims pre-
sent & 'majority of Lhe Feoltees, We recommend it to My Daddo (Lhe Master) sl My
Alherton (the Usher) and the Masters for the thne being that they sufler none of the
Schatars to go without the Gate ol the School without the express permission of them
or one of them'. [n 179 this order had Lo be reinfurecd and the feoffees “Ordered that
the general divection of the Gates shall be with the Upper Master who may veder them
to be vpened and shutt whon he think propev bul that both the Lpper and Under
Master be separalely at liberty to give leave to any hoy who biirds in Lheir cespective
Houses to go vat, on Application of their friends..

Alse in Pottinghands time the records of the St Peter's Dy gatherings of former
pupils begin, They record the order of the procession which fwmed up on the Creen in
front of the Dld School, went up Bampton Streel and turned Teft 1o St Peter’s Chureh,
First came the porter in his gown and staff tippod with silver, then marvehed the schob-
ars, juniors fivst, seniors Jast. They were followed hy the Master and the Usher, a banil
of music led the Old Boys and the feollees. The preacher and Lhe president of the least
came ntext and the whole was rounded off by Lhe stewards of Lhe feast with their wands
of affice. Pottingham died on 10 Apeit 1876 and was sueceeded temporavily by his wife
Mary who portered until 29 June, They must have heen a popular couple becanse the
Old Bovs voted her a weekly honorarium ol o shilling every yvear until her death,

The first three porters had set a remarkable example of steadiness. The three of
them had reigned in the lodge for ever nincty yeirs and the nexd two, Hezekiah Warren
ind George Foltand continued the pattern. Flezekinh Warren had a new gown in 1803,
but seetns to have lost the privilege of cash in lew every three years. The materiuls for
the gown waere purchaged from Henry Dunsford and cost the greal 2um ol £4 L0s 3d, -
about thirteen wecks' wages for an agricultural labourer and it wis made up by [saac
Manley at the extra cast of 10s (. Olherwise he continued to reecive €2 10s 0d annual-
Iv. Fle got extra payments, especially for coping with flood and weather, Iy 1309 he gt
185 Od for ‘cleaning ye sthool and for chaveoal to dry ye same’ and 3= Od i 1516 "for
charceal for drying ye school after the water being in, In 1812 he was paid ‘s chayvoal
and labour for deying ve sehool ve snow having deifted through the vool®, Pevhaps be
was also paid for the care of the clock, but the aceounts do nat say so. Hezekiah Warren
however caused the enly blot in the majestic stovy of the porters of Peter Blundells
Free Grammar School: in 1817 he was swntarily sacked after thivty-one years” ser-
vice. The feotfees’ minutes of June 1817 ‘orderad that the porter be immediately dis-
charged (eow his office in conseguence of complaiints made against him for miseonduet
and that he guil the house by the first of August next’. Somewhat surprisingly their
minutes ol 1520 ordeved ‘that Hezekiah Warron be paid €10 tor the expense he was at
n erecting and improving the buildings at the Porter's Ludge’. IF Warren had really
spent £10 ar more on improving the comfort and convenience of the lodge he surely
must have had a higher income than €2 10z 0d a vear, One wonders il there was a tra-
ditional fee lor the Porter to operate the gates.

Warren was succeeded by the great George Folland, who took aver in September
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LELT, with a new gown which cost €6 45 3d, gorgeous raiment indeod when an agricud-
tural tabourer corned cight shillings & week, We know more aboul George Balland and
his wife Mary than ahout any other porter. The Chancery case which ended in 1847
and which led Lo Lhe expudsion of the boarders set off o wave ol nostalaia for Lthe ‘good
abd days’ so that it svems every moment ofthe 1830x and 18405 was bewisured, Wa even
know George's nicknaome: 04 Cap’, The polite explanation for 1his sebriguet is that it
refers Lo Lhe copperiined boots he wore when there were floods, but the relevance of the
name was reinforced hecitnse Gld Cop liked a drop of ale or spirits. This predilection
must have been behind the feoflees’ minute of TA3E that, Lhe ‘porter have notice given Lo
him by owr Clerk to give up any coneern i the sale of spiriluaous liguors diveetly or
indirectly an ar before the 244h of June nexi as boelog incanipalible with his present sit-
aatian’. Follaed needed more swarning sinee m 1837 it was minuted ‘Uhat in case George
Folland shall venew his licence to sell beer and spiviluous Liquors he ecase to continue
o halet the sitnation of porter from thal day aad that he immediately give up posses-
sion bl the porler's lodge and that the Headmasier be requested to supply the place of
the said porter pro tempore until the next meetingg of the Trastees’. The question still
rankled as aiter Folland died in February 1846 the feoffees declured "no povier shall
cvery herenfter divectly or indivectly have any intercst in any Inn or Alehouse or be
eomecrned therein, nnud that Lhe porter shall have a new gown’. Clearly cither Folland
got mway with murder v Ure partarship of Blundell's was more valuable than o liguer
business.

Afler 1829 Lhe job bocarme: Fuller En that year heating was ingtabed for the first thme
in the school rooms. [t i= o sebering thought that for the schools fivst 225 yvears Lheve
lad been no heating whiatzoover in these vooms, Folland now had o Jight the stoves
and was paid a separate sam Lo do so. At tivst be contracied to buy the coal and in 1829
was paid £11 1= 1d for sbioining the fuel, Kindling wond and For lighling Lhe stoves, In
1830 this rose to L1435 94, By now he was al=o heings paid ©F L4s 2d for abtaining vil
tor the lamp at the gate and cleaning it on top of his te tdltmrml salary of €2 Ls (K,

anchanged since | 703, From {833 he was also regularly puid £2 25 0d for winding the
chock, [nospite o the fuss about Hguor his salory increased o €2 15: Od in 1841, Tt
seems ton that he had developed o piggery i one of the outhuildings as after his death
the feoffees declared that the building he had used s o piggery be handed over to Lthe
usher, Tn 1A the accommnts reveal a typical st of payinents te him: salary £2 152 0d.
winding the clock €2 85 O0d, lor highling the slove and cleaning the lamyp £4 19s 0d and
for vxtra clenning associnled with the building of the new buttresses £1 s . In B84
a new clock was installed but he was not givin the job of fooking atier it - o Samuel
Dibble tended 1L and a new gas light was erected at the gale.

Mary Foltand alse contributed to the Folland coflers, In those days headmuasters
tended Lo stavve their boarders in the interests of profit and there is plenty ol evidene:
that Mary Folland ran a tuck-shep o the lodge. The boys boughtl hacon thom 'Ol
Cop™ and sent it to the Jodge Tor cooking, des Folland alse fried potatoes and chiwged
Ls Od (Snelb for o dinner-plate of ries and bacan’. The Follands had alxe rented or
Boughd a house in what was onee colled Copp's Court in Gold Street, now “The Retreat’
and put up scholars who atended Blundels as day bovs, We know this as ooe of her
boys was Frederick Temple, the future Archbishop of Caaterbuey R0, Blackmore was
also nne of her hoys and be vecalled that Old Cop possessed an odd curtos, made of bell-
metal with a looped handle, an antique even in the 1840x

One of 'Old Cop’s’ Lasks was to prepare and keep Lhe bivehes, or plum puddings” as
they were called, Tn 18522 a father sued the usher, Thomas Ley. o allegedly causing his
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sem Lo become a ertpple due to the over severity of o Hogging, Folland was callod as o
defence witness and appeared in the box with a red ol minute dimonsions and swore
that whenever be senl a larger one to the master he received a messnge enguiring
whather he meant to send ‘a broom nstead of aovod’, Hlis appearance caused one of the
few laughs in a rather grim case,

Cop’s successur, Thomas Rich, was a shrimp among the Levinthans, anly supporting
the dignity of office (or a fow months. He depavted in 1847 when the Lard Chancellor
decreed that no boarders should be taught al the school and he was sueceeded by
James Mills. In his reign a new job was added to the vesponsibilities of the povier, Tu
the L8108 the privies, as the house of easement’ demanded by Peter Blundells will was
nuw called, were improved and the porter was paid fronm 18535 for "attendance to the
new watercowrse and Aood bateh in the river Lowman canveying waler to the hoyvs’
privies’. From 1868 he was paid 53 Od annually for coreving chaivs and tables for the
meetings of the (eoffecs. When he was il and dying i 1361 they gave him a gratuity of
£5. The last of the porters of Old Blundell’s was George Gibhons, who reigned (vom
1862-1882, deciding nat to follow the school when it moved Lo aew premiszes a mile
away, at Forsden. Tn LR66 he ot a substantial rise in salary to 810 ax well as the tradi-
tional payments lor lighting the stoves, eleaning the lamp, winding the elock and £1 1s
0d for ‘attending Lhe privies’. In 1869 he gat €3 105 0d for ‘one year's nttemdancee to the
huys' bathing place’ as well. Bul the voaearies of the old order were endod on the cve of
the depureture for Horsden when Lhe Portey received an inclustve salary of £7 108 0d o
guarker afler L8878,

Since the mave to Horsden there have heen five portevs, - Jaoles Casling 1882.08,
Txelby, Blaie, John Pilkington and Brian Hacon, making a talasl of thirteen, not count-
ing Mary Poltingham, in an unfinished iunings of 299 vears, This comes Lo an average
tenure of office of almost 25 years, If we vemeove {rom vur calewlations the Lronbled
years from 1846-82 then the average peviod of office is over 28 yeara, Rarely can an
institution have heen served with such steadiness for so long. Let lessey morvtalg stavd
buek in proud amazement as the porters of Blundell’s approach their third century, a
brotherhood of service. strelehing back from Brian Ilacon, through Pitkington, Blair
[xelby, Casling, Gibbons, Mils, Rich, Follaad, Warcen, Mary and William Pottingham,
and Vanstone to Bdweard German way back in LHYS,

Sources

Evidence of the appointments and dutics of the parters cames fram “The Book of
Ovders’, a leather bound sel of three books which vecord in benutiful =eript the deet-
gions of the leollzes at theiv meetings sinee 1660,

Evidence for actual cash payments to the porters has come Dom the Books OfF
Accounts, two ledgers which date from LELY The Accounts and the Books of Order sre
keopt in the Blundell’s Arehives,

Details of the festivities connected with Old Boys Days in the eighteenth and carly
ninsleenth centuries are preserved in the Blundells Archives.

Evidence of the activities of ‘Old Cop™ has been taken (rom Snel's Bardy Associedions
nf Archbishop Temple.

The prosecutiun of the uzher, Thomas Loy, was veporled o the contemporavy press.

Charles Noon, ¥LA (Cantaby is Head of History at Blundells School.
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THE ‘ARMADA SERVICE’

Anthony Groenstreet

This article hus been weitten with the kind permission and assistanes nf Mrs Dora
Thornban, o curator in the Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities, British
Museun. [ material is deawn from a paper “The "Armada Service™ A Sel of Lale
Tudor ning Silver’ by Dora Thornton and Michaet Cewelll FSA, published in The
Antiguurivs Jurnal, being the Jouenal of the Society of Antiguaries af London, 1996
Volume 76 pp.LB3-50, This substaniial paper is fully annelated, ineluding acknowl-
edgement. of the assistance o the =iaff of the West Devon Recenrd Oifice and the West
Cauntry Studies Library, woil-illustrated, contains techoieal ditoid on the silver and
provides much historieal haclground. See also the short note by Dora Thevnton 1o
Heven andd Cornwall Notes and Querics, XXXV, iit, 1993, pp.81-2, with its excelient
pholograplh.

Here, cased i Lhe British Museum's Room 18,38 displayed one of the greatest trea-
sures Lo have eomt fram Devon - 26 deep paveelgilt Blizabethun dining dishes, of
plain but clegant design, in eight different sizes. They were acquired in 1992 by the
Museum from an anonymons vendor for an undisclosed s - which, however,
included a grant of £900,000 frum the National Heritage Memorial Iimd, as well as
tax concessions available on privote sades to museums,

[Knewn as the ‘Armada Service - nniuacenrate Ltle which W aeguired only in 1911
- it is wnigue ol ils kKind and ene of the most important groups of Enghish silver in
have been found in Britaing and tho circumstances of its conceabment and recovery
ares os remarkable as ils quatity. On 17 Decembur 1827 The Sherborne Mercury
veported witho complete aceuracy:

A Tew days since, upwards of thirty large dishes wene diseovered, buried in a
cave, in an putheuse attached Lo the premises of — Splat. Es.: of Brixton. about
gix miles trom Plymauth, by three fabourers in the service of that srentleman,
who were nmin]n_vmi i enlarging the cave for the purpose of depositing potatoes.
The dishes are said to be of severnt hundred pounds value, and from the ashion
andd deseriplion of the workmanship, are supposed to have been made sbout the
reign of Queen Anne. Thiz cireumstance hus oceasioned a considerable sensution
in the neighbourhood, We understand o question has arisen, to whom the prap-
erty lepally belongs - the owner of the soil, Me Splat, or the {Lord of the Manor,
o Basstard”.

Thomas Splott was then owner of Brixton House and nther praperties in Brixton,
but it is 1o longer possible to identdly the outhouse which contained the ‘cave’ {a win-
Ler store for vegetablest where the silver was found. Knowledge of this probally died
with an old manservant of Thomas Splatt, still Hving in 1886, who, acsrdiog ta o
stutement then made by Henry Colling-8platt (who bad inberited Brixton FHouscr,
‘perfecily remembers the discovery of the plale’. A letter (rom Thomas Splatt contem
porary with the discovery shows the stir which it made in the district:
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with respect Lo RKeeping the matler a scevet, Lhal was imposaible. as thesvhole of

the People in the Houwse knew of Lhe {inding it 2o soon or hefore T did and though
[ chavged them to say nothing about it, it was all over the village and
Neighbourhood by next morning.”

Contrary to the report in The Sherborne Merewry the Lord of Lthe Manor ways not
M Bastard but the Revd Richard Lane teurate of Brixton 18062-581 who evidently
pressec a claim to the service, Thus, the Coroner, Allan Bellield Bone, intervened
with o lobter to Splati:

Tnformation has just been conveved to me that o number of silver dishes and
silvers of considerable vahie and apparently of some anbiguity have been found
hidden in a Cave on an estate belonging Lo you in the Parish of Brixton and of
which you are al present in the possogsion. From the eireumstances connected
with this mattoer I feel il my dudy as Coroner of the county of Dovon Lo hold an
inguisition on the Propecky) '

Eluwever, the question of entillement was determined by the faet of cach dish being
engraved an the upper vim with the arms of Sir Christopher Harris of Radford
telB83-1625; and of his sceond wile Mary Sydenham, whom he married probably in
1099-1600. Since the original owner had been identified, and his heir fohn FHarris of
Radford (1760-1837} traced, the {ind could not be declared treasure trove,
Aceordingly, as The Gentleman's Magazine for February 1828 reported, ownership of
the plate was recovercd by John [amis:

A quantily of uncient family plate has been found in sinking the (oor of a polato
rave in the grounids ol Themas Splatt, vsy. ol Brixton. Devon: the plate has beon
exhibited al the Heralds” College to identify the arms, which are very perloct in
all Ehe pieces (30 i numbery and prove 1o be fhoese of Sir Christopher Hareis, an
ancestor of the Unrees lnnly of Radiord, guartered with thoese of his wives, of
whom he had three, This gentleman, aceording (o Prinee’s Worthics of Pevon.
Hves ot Radbford, which has been the seat of this family uninterruptedly for near-
by 400 years, and be represented Plyvmouth in Parliament in the 260 of
{hzabeth. The inguest in behalf o the Crown bas been suspended by orders
from the Treasury, and M Spkatt has huadseomely ceded his claim Lo the proper
ty as owner of the land. The plate i vichly chased in the old style, gilded ot the
edges: it was, oo doubL buried nearly 200 vears since. during the distarbed peri-
ad of the Civib War, Muajor-Gen. Havris, great nephew of Siv Christoplier Flaoeris
above alluded 1o, having had o command in the roeval army at Lhe siege of
Plymouth’. I ’

The Major-General Harveis velerved o by Fhe Clenticimans Magasine was Jolhn
Flarveis of Lanrest in Cornwall and Radford (159716080 who, as sole doescenedant and
great-nephew of Siv Christopher inhervited Badford an the ladlors death in 1685 [le
wis MP for Liskeard in 16825, in the Short Parcliament of 1640 and 0 vhe Long
sarliament Prom 164043, when he wos “disabiled” by Partiament for being with thee
King's army in Oxtord. Horvis had supported tie King from the stael of the Civil
War, having in Juody L6842 ncted s o Rovalist Cammissioney of Avray in Dovon,
During Sir Richard Grenville's sceond sicoe of Phymautl the Bebting came chse Lo
Radlord. A Parlinmentarian Leact af Spring 16406 ceported that an 285 Febraary

‘Cirenville's forees sttenipled to rebuild the demolished Fort of Sound Stantore
which the valiant garrison of Dlymouth not enduring, beeatse it might htock the
havhour, dicdd <ally farth, wid having the help of some of Captain Swanley's
Marviners, whe opportunely did came thither they did boate fram their worls.
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slew Lwonty of them up on the place, and tool about one handreed and acrteen
prisovers’

In the shovt fight the Rovabists were dviven fron Mount Stuntard, and i the fol-
lowing month the Parliamentarians gradually extended their geip over the sueraund-
ing country. Tn early May Parlinment frigates [oveed the Royalists Lo abandouw
Oreston and 1o burn down o house Lhey had wsed 3= a garvizon, whieh may have beon
Radford House itself,

[t s lilely that it wis it this time of active fighting on the eastern oulskivls of
DPlymonth that the phate was hidden sotte bwa mites east of Radford. Bul il s also
possiblis that it may have besn hidden to reduee John Harvis's visible wealth al the
ending of the Fiest Civil Ware in 161G when his sequestralion lne was fixed al, 8600,
having fiest been assessed at £1L000 by Parligment’s commizsioners, Affer reliring Lo
Radlvrd he winte his will shortly before death in Ta48, The furnishings of the howse,
inchading a briet st of plake aboul the bouse’, wast lefl ta s wife, Thoere is no men.
tion of the 'Armieda Serviee', bue the will contained o reguest that smy plate not given
ner heveby bequesthed shadl he speedily disposed of fior the pauyment of a debl of Lwa
hunelred potnds wnto ane ¥ Jdohn Brigharm of Londan 7 L the plite Lad not been

Biddon at the time of John Flarrvis's death, i waould presumably have been melled
down DL pavment of Lhis debl. In any event, it seems probable that the scrvice was
hidden at Brixton between February 1645 and Spring 1648 - with the secrel of Lhae
hiding-place then being lost,

Five of Lthe sriginal board of 31 dishes discovered in 1827 have since disappeared,
The Harris family kept the service unlil 1885 when they sold 23 of the dishes top
£1255. The eventual purchaser's wife was a distant relation of the Harris family of
Radford, and she sold the serviee to 2 dealer in 1911 for the vecord sum of £11,500.
Thereaflor il passed into private hands untt] bought by the British Museum in 1992,
The 1911 sale eglatogue deseribed the plate as ‘originally the property of 8ir
Christophor Flareis, and is supposcd to have been made oul of silver taken from the
Spanish Armada, and presented to hint for services rendered’. As a vesult of this
assertion the inacenrate deseription of ‘Acvmada Service’ has since flvmly adhered to
the plate.

Sir Christophers family had been al Radford since the reign of Henvy V. Before his
death in L6825 he had accumulated land, public offices and influence in evon and
Cornwatl. In Seplember 1580, when Drake relurned from his eireumnavigation,
Harris acted as attorney for him in mortgaging Buckland Abbey as security for a
three-year loan Lo Siv Riehard Grenville: and in November he conducted to the Tower
the silver bullion, coarse sitver and gold which Drake had brought hack from that
vovage. In 1584 Harris represented Plymouth as burgess in Parlizment and by the
fate 1580s he was one of the most prominent among local gentry. Grenville's conlem-
porary Plymouth defence map murks Harris's seal al Radford and notes him as ‘a
sufficient gentillman Lo teke charge to delend this quarter wih thinhabitants of
Plimpton hundred’. During the Anglo-Spanish war (1585-1604) Harrls was mainly
concerned with the administration ol prizes and prize goods at Plymouth, and so
would have had close desnlings with Drealee and Raleigh as the (wo most. successful
Devon privaleers. From 1584 Harvis acled for Raleigh in locad Devon affairy, sueeeed-
ing 8ir Jolin Gilbert as depuly to Raleigh in 1596, As Viee-Admiral. Raleigh had the
vight to half the pirate hooty that came his way, and he - or his deputy Harvis - col-
lected the Lord Admiral’s tenths of prizes taken by privatecers, There seems no evi-
dence Lo support the Haveis family tradition that the service was made from New
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World silver captured lrom Spanish treaswree ships during or shortly afier the
Armada in L588; and it is much more likely that the plate represents the spails of
office, in cash or metal, accumuloted by Yavris as an Admireley officiad under
Raleigh.

The 26 dishes in the service were hall-marked for London in four diftferont vearsa
belween 1A8E and 1602, the weeal majorily dating from 1600 anwards, O the fouwr
makers whose marks appear on the dishes enly une, John Botwamley, can be identi-
led. The gold content of the metal, which particularly gives the visoal the dishes o
tainl gilded sheen rules out the use ol pore Potosi silver from Bodivia i thedr man-
facture, and this also argues agninst theiv being made divsctly from captured
Spanish bullion,

The fact that the ‘Avmada’ appellation can almost cortainly not properly be
attached to the gservice does not delract (rom the gamour of these splondid dishes,
Their preservation as a Hkely diveel result of Civid War disaster is sofliciently
remarkable. Perhaps it ig too mueh Lo imagine thal Deadae, Fiswkins and Brobisher
dined off some of them - for they were all dead by 1396 bat the Lord High-Admiral
Howard of Effingham (d 16241 may well have, and one can fee] reasonably certain
that Raleigh did so. Returming to Phvmoutd on 21 June L6LS8 from his disastrons st
voyage o Guinnn in search of gobd, Kadeigh was briefly held prisoner ai Radfmd by
his [ormer deputy, Sir Christopher Harvis, who had been Viee-Admiral of Devon since
1596, I seeins impossible that so dfstinguished 2 prisoner-guest as Raleigh would
not then have dined ofl the service, and he may well have reflected with legitimale
bitdorness that it probably originuted indireetdy from the Spanish prizes that he had
himself brought into Plvinouth.
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SPECULATIONS ON AN
UNDUTIFUL DAUGHTER

8. Bhanji

George Morrts of Topsham was a man of some substance. When he wrote his lnst will
on 30 danuary 1743/4 his bequests included domestic and commerciad properties, the
writing off of o £300 debt to one of his sons, and cosh totalling some $275, Hlowever, one
ol his daughlers, Susanna Passmore. was leth anly a shilling. That this was intended as
a deliberate snub is clear from the description ot her in the will as 'my undutiful daugh-
ter'. The enmity did not extend to Susanna's family, as her two children, Sarah and
Mary, received legacies comparshie to those grunted to the other grandehildren. How
Susnng carned ber futhes disfavour was uol staled. Nav was Uhis conmmented on i a
paper publisliod some yoears ago coucerining Uhe will !

Captain George Marris, aczan ol Cagtadn Simaon Morei=, was baplised i Topsham on
9 Ay 1678 and i 17 msrvicd Savah, the daughter of Caplain Samuel Paul. The
conple had cleven children hat fogr, three uf whom were vamed Simon, died during
infuney? George Merris followed his Falhers cadling as o mariner” bud for unknown
reasons ahondmed this and entered husiness= s o sailmaleer and ropemaker with his
brother-in-lrnw, Giltbert Mospridge* [n addition, he devived income from land in the
parish of 81 Leonard, Exeter,” Morris wis ane of the trastees ot somajor Topsham clar-
ity,® and served the town as churchwarden and eligivman of the hoard of puardinns ol
the pour In 56 Leonord’s parish he was o governor of the Baunty of Gueen Anne.®
Morvris died onlv o lew weeks after wretling his will and was bhuavied at Topsham on 4
May I7AL ol a cost o] 105 to fus Fansbe Thee futare Sesanna Passmore, Morris's second
datghtor, was baplised on B Novembee 1709 at Topshom M She did nal marey in her
home chwel, mor were Uhe datghters meationed in ber fither's will christened there, !
So far the writer hos faled to Bad any record of where when e toowhom Susanna was
married, or of the baptisms of her childven B A Jobn and Susanma Passmare had chil-
dren baptised  Chalmleigh betweeen 1727 and 1740, bt their niomes do not iadly with
those in Morrss will® A Saah Passmore was baptised ad Themass Church, Exetor in
July 1724, Tler mother was not named, bul if she wag the former Sasanna Morris, she
would have been only 14 veas old B

Caution is ceseniial in extrapelaling from today's family values o Lhose of a small.
bt commereiadly imporiant, sighteenth cenlury Wosteountry port, Nevertheless, cer-
tain tentative suggestions can he made regarding the antipathy Geovge Morris held
towards Susanna His detormination to have a son named Simon suggests a dynastic
frame of mind. Consistent with this, by and large the Morvis family married welh,
Georpes iolher, the former Susanna Hoddern, came from one of Topsham's leading fam-
tlies. ' His vounger brother, Simon, was married in Exeter Cathedral 1o Mary Venn.
the dunghter of George Venn of Woodbury!® Venn was in turn linked, through his sis-
Ler's wmarciage, with the Lee familv of merchants and landowners.!? Matthew Lee was
appareatly a friend of George Morris.' George himself marvied & womun from a
Top=ham family with maritime interests, The husband of his eldesl daughter, Sarah,
wits an seter physician, dJohn Starn whose Father was an alderman ol the city wd
whase family owned property in Bxeter as well as land in nearby Sowton.'” Of greater
inturesl, however, are the marviages of his voungest daughtor, Marvy, to William Palmer
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on 2 August | 7, and his son, Hodder, to Blizabeth Clogg on 25 danuury, 1744550
Both took place within a relatively shovt time of thetr fnther’s death, and could have
been steps that Mary and Hodder feared Lo take in his litetime. [t is poasible that
Morris had sleong views on the pactners for s children, and thal Susanna caomed his
digpleasurve thoupgh her mavriage. Alheil al the risk of carcying speculation oo Far,
there ave various possible reasons for George Morriss distike of his Passmore son-in-
taw. Religion is not an uncemmaon source of contention, but il is likely that George
Morris would have been of tolerant disposition. His maternal grandtather buile
Topsham'’s Independent Chapel, and a brother-in-lasw, William Bond, lefl money for a
weekly surmon or lecture Lo be piven there. Morrig's son-in-law John Starr may have
heen related to one of the town's early non-conformist ministers.” The commercial or
govial posilion of a prospeclive son-in-law would probably have counled for more than
his religion. Susanna may have lailed in her (ial duty by maceying 2 man with little or
oo loeal standing. It s said that the William and Joseph Pasmmore {(Siey who were signa-
tories Lo the Exeter Bond of Associalion of 1745 were of Topsham,™ but Lhe parish reg-
ister suggests that the family were not well-settlod in the town until the 175085

Although the available information is sparse, il does permil abternatives to
Susanna’s marviage being al the heart of the matter. AL around the time of her moth-
er's death. in August 1728 when 49 yvears old,*' Susanna was a young adult on the
threshold of a relatively independent life. As such she may nol have welcomed any
wizh from her father that she assist her ailing mother or tend the family afler her
death, A final tantalising clue relates to Susanna’s childven. If they were named alter
her mothor and sister for her two sistors), this suggesis that the falling-out with her
father may have ocewrred sometime alter her marrviage. On the other band, Susannaa
apparent respect for her lunily roots may heve persisted despite paternad disapproval,
or may have been an altempt at a veconciliation.

Perhaps others can throw move Hght on the matten
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1. Morvis, G, Wil of Geovge Morris of Topsham, 1744, Deron and Cornwal!
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sailor
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RED CROSS HOSPITALS IN TORBAY, 1914-18

John Pike

Agin many parts of Britain, the Hed Cross set up hospitals for wounded soldiers, At
Torgquay the Town Hall was used for 'Other Runks” whilst officers were aecommaodated
i large mansions of the gentry who had ollered them voluntarily and, al Stoodley
Euowle {or example, the owner the o, Mrs Burn, acted as superintendent as well, In
all. 154 hospital brains arrived and over 10,000 servicemoen were sent to them over the
fowe vear period.! L must have been a common practice for some regular visitor to give
the oceupants the opportunity to wrile a mossage or draw a sketeh in o hook One put
together in fixoler has been deseribed recontly® :
Al Stoodloy Knowle, My Russell Swabey, who vepresented the Red Cross there, kept
a serapbook™ which has antographs and poems by pationts resident there, Pholographs
show hew magnificent the extertor of the house was; even in wartime there were beds
af flowers everywhere, Those of its potients show Lhe ‘aflermath of wae graphiceally, An
anonymous verse reads:
At Stoadley Knowle, from over sea
They lie a battoved company,
IFimding o haven of rest,
The shelter of i Mother's breast,
And truest Love it well con be,

Znd Lieut. CRCTaylor of the Taverponl Scotiish wrote:

Wi often speak of him in silepee
[Tis name we widl slten call

ful there is nothing Teft to answer
WL bisx photo on the wall

He slecps not in his nabive Jand
But meath o foveign <ky

Iy Brean those who hved Bim best,

At Paignton Puris Singer handed over ‘Oldway” 1o the American Women's War
Redief Fund (which Boanced and van it Tt had 255 Dogds gvailable whoen the Sommee
offensive began. A Mes Milchell was i voduntary helper at Oldway o 190 She ovited
soldiers recuperating there to weite ahout their experiences in her aulograph boak,
This has survived™.

C.M. Bulcher of tive 2ad Foarnpshives 12000 Divisione wrote: B ledt Devonport (or the
Cralbipolt Peninsolioomy Moy 15th and arvived thoerve saieby after iomouatonous vovagoe of
three weels', He was soon under e everson the heachios they seere subjoet toe Purkish
ghell fire and while in the Bring line” he suffered o beart attacle Altev a spell o Malta,
he was returmed o the United Kingdom in the hospital ship Asfertes. Butebor hadd
been in South Alvica seven yveors corlier but huad been in hospital tor nine manths.
Subsequently invalided oul, he had ce-joined bis old regiment an the aathreal of wan

Rifteman AEdwirds of the Ynd Battalion Kings Qoyval Rille Corps ook pact in the
{irsl battle of Ypres and later swas sead to Arooenliors and was in the trenches with the
[ivctian Leoops. At Chvenchy Be was it an adlsarnee and ther, after o retreat, was back to
Lhe old position “when o shelb Buest in the transverse where tve of us were, foar of

2

—

[

thent were killed tod Twis Bhe only one Lo come oud alive’, Heowas send to Paignton
with a loree shrapne! woond and o Bubel in the side,

1455 e Arvihore Jackson, machiteeganner in the Ist Booes, Begiment weole to s
Mitchell: ] along with my battalion forved o landing at the Dardanelles anoa duy thal,
sill be vver vemembered, the 20th April 1905 [ thank Gad for being ane of the fow
left who were not killed or wounded ehat day =e U fought an and onandil the 220d fuoe
when | pot wonnded in the bael by Rille Fire ahout & o'clock in Yhe woeniog, The ballet
was exlracled oo boovd the hospitad ship Somrali. Fle too velurnod trom Malta an the
Astiirios.

T myembers ol the Sth North Stafts eJoseph Barfoaw and Pre Bodracks seonneled in
Lhe charge on the Hokenzallern vedaoubt an 13th Queeaber THER ithis was o Dlondy action
dwring the buttde of Loas) recuperated ai Paignton in the Paget ward, Alsoin this ward
wirs Albert Wirden of the Crrenaedier Cavrds who weas reeavering adter o seeomd wonned.
fiest wounded o Qetaber 1904 Le spont two manths in bospital at Veesailles hofors
boimg tramslerred haelk ta Oxlored. Fle ceturned to France eavly o L9 witl the Geel
Buattalise and ook part in the attack on Laos, teole FELL 70 bhut was wonneded at Flulloch
in Octoher,

Troopee J L Mosley, Queen’s Own Worcestershive Hussoars, sailed from Avonmauth
on the horse Boat Eleby, He way sent. fram Adexandrvia to the Dardanelles as Infandiry,
arriving therve, wo staved near Sulva Bay landing for o fow days. On August 218t we
crossed over Sall Lake to "Chocolate Hill” under heavy shall fre. My regiment was very
lzcky only losing abowt 12 men but the other regiments fost rather henvily,. We made
“Choeolate FHI our vest Camp there but on the 28Lh Aupgust we were shelled very
heavily., As [ was standing in my dug-out, o piece of shrapnel wend through my thigh
and two of my fngers were badly hurt, Afler passing through frst aid Twos sent o Lhe
dressing station Lhen on Lo the Hospital Ship "Rewa™. He wend straight to Oddway from
Devonport. -

Pie R Downing of the Hth Northamplon Floneers was in the same part of the Front.
e wrole: ‘For a fortnight the shelling on both sides was tervifie but on Get. 185th our
artillery for two haurs, 12 noon til 2 pom. simply powred shells on the german position.
It scems that nothing could [survived in such a five. On the stroke of 2p.m. the bom-
bardment ceased and we elimbed over the parapel with bavonets Nxed and made for
Lthe german trenches. A shrapnet shell bursting overhead pul me oud of mess and [ was
lucky to reach oud trench'in safety, I made my way down Lo the dressing slation, was
dressed, put on the train..

Trooper M A Duggan of Lhe NZET (8Uh South Canterbury Mounted Ritles) left New
Zealand in October 1914 with the main body which sailed to Australin where the
Australian contingent was also assombled: they sailed in 45 bransports aceompaned by
four crutsers. The breops Tanded ab Alexandria and from Caire embarked for the
Davdanetes where he was ‘trench digeing bulltet dodging’ until he was wounded i the
knee,
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A PACKET OF OLD DEEDS

Elizaboth tlanunett

One of the advantages of working in a solicitor’s office 1s Lhat somelimes a packel of
ald and interestiog deeds appears which sheds light on the former owners and oeeu-
picrs af ot ald towas aad villuges, atthough, unforiunately, compulbsory registration
ab title ai ihe Land Registey makes this an inoreasingly rare event.

Recently | have been investisating o packet of deeds which eover an unusually long
perisd of Lime - From 1611 Lo 188D and which relate Lo land near the centre of
Barnstaple, desertbed as just outside the Novth gate, which, although long gone, used
to oceupy a position al Lhe end of the High Street) \

Parl of the deseription of the lease in 1611 is, '...all those bwo messuages or Lene-
menks sibuate lying and being adjnining togoether withoul the North gate of the town
of Barnstaple aforesaid and within the parish of Barnstaple and do abut on a lane
there called the preen fane. L Grecen Lane sl exists, although somewhat altered to
accommaodaie the Green Lanes shopping conire, S it is good Lo know the name has
survived nearky four hundred vears of urban I.Il’\'[_‘1!1])1'[11_']11...

The Jessor of Uns lease date 19 Jume 1811 was S Wiltiam Hoeward, knight, Lord
Howard of Bffingham. He is deseribed as being the =on aned hege apparent of Charkes,
Earl of Nottingham and [ dizrcovered that a [ow vears-alter the Armada the then
Lord Howard of Bifingham. who had been, nominadly at deast, in charge of the
Armada Neel, was created Bart of Nettinghoam, so iz Lord Fleward was his son |
had come across mention of Lord Howard granting leases about this time moother
deads, although none ackually incheded the oviginal Tease, This pussled e, heeause
was not avare of the Howards having any conmeclions in onrth Deven. Howewer 1
diseoverad that a Lord Wilkiam Heoward and Lody Maovgioret his wile had been grant.-
ed the land of the priovy of St Mooy Magdalene in Barstaple by Voo VI andd
presume this was the land the seventeenth century Lovd Floward was selbiog - it
rather looks as though he was i neod of some cosh avound 17601 as all the deads |
have seen Lo which he is o parety are dated about Uwen

In any event Lovd Howard granted the said messudpes or Leianents, wilh somne
additional Jand, Lo one Fhomas Tt or Tawton, taooner tthe haondsweiting malesat
difficult to decipher whether Tis nome was Tiwton or Tanlon E"r'n_-suumhl._v FORTIVES
of his trade the tessee was alao granted twelve foot in length aod the whale River in
breadth of that River of Watey ealled the Novth Yool to hang and wash skins and
other cloths in or for any other use,, Spetling has been madernised in the guotations
- i the original it savs shvanes” which had me puzaing e aowhile until remem.
hered Thomas was o tanner.

Although it i3 a lease in Guet 0was dleavly n effect a sale - the priee was S0 aud
the rent was one red rose payable on the feast of the Nutivity off 31 Jdohn Baplist
cwhich is what we now call the Midsummer Quarter Day, 20 June it the same shadl
he s duily demanded. Bt would be interesting Lo know iUt was ever so demanded,

St LALL the property was owned by o tanmer, who presumably carried on his
travde there, The remaining deeds show how il changed hands over the centurices
uatil. when it was sold in 1859, il had for some time been a publie house eatled the
Cereon Dhragon, lmving been divided and altered over the years. Numerous names
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ocear in the decds and much researeh could be done 1o find vat mwwe abont the penple
mentioned. For long periods the property seems to have been tenanted rather than
lved in by its owers, who poturally cpeugh coe (rem the wealthier ranks ol
Barumites, at least a conple being maoyors ol Barnsiaple.

The property passed beth by inheritance and by sale. The next deed alter the orig-
inal lease is oo aesignment of 1664 by William Morzion and lis wife Margarel Lo
John Seldon. There is o Jobn Seldon Bsted s Mavor of Barostaple al that time and it
aeems reasonable Lo suppose iU is e sme man, The recitads (o the deed make it
clear thal the property bad pussed to Mavgoaret Morgao by ioheritancee but by o
rather ronndaboat route, The ortginn] Themas Panton/Twdon bequeathed the prop-
erty to Sebastinn Towton/anton son of Nabhaoiel Sebastian hequeithed 1 4o his
son ‘Thormas and Thomas te his mether Margaret, Presamably Thamas died young,
as Margivet, had shvisusty inberited the propecty bofore 1664 and at is tempting to
wonder it this has anyehing to de with the Civil War wliach had oceurred in the inler-
vad bebween L6 ol Lol [ have not heen able to find any relerence Lo Tawlons or
Tanlons, but hope ane day [ might learn more abaat ther,

The next deed is a0 assignment by Joho Seldon's widow, Cleely Seldon, together
wilh this other execttors of hee hushband's will, Richared Salisbavy and BEdward Rosier
The parelinser ix Giles Headle, presumably the Giles Rendle who swas Mayor of
Bavnstaple in 1715, In 1677 Richard Salishury was ¥Mayor of Barnstaple, so it fooks
as Lhough these were all members of the ruling elass” of thoe town al that date.
Inherilanee once again plays its pari in U sabsequent change of ownership, only
Lhis time T adse invelves a marriage. Amony the deeds is the marriage settlement of
Cliles Rendle's doughter, Margavet, made i 1724 prior ta ler quuriage to George
Wiclkey, mariner, of Barnstaple. This urranged lor the praperty Lo be tell to theire
heirs, which ix how 16 came intu the possession of the Bevd George Wickey of
Torrington whe in-1 787 sold the property to Samuel Bremridge of Barnstaple. gentle-
mun. Margarel Rendle had inherited the property from hor fathor Ciles. A eopy of
his will, dated 1724, is with the deeds. [Hs property incuded another house and gar
den in Barnatapte, as well as land at Pottington, It was bequeeathed to his wile and
Lwo daughtors, Mavgaret and Joan,

By the time Margaret's =on, the Revd, Greorge Wickey sold the property it wis
known as The Green Dragon and the purchase price was TLE0. There wus exeepled
from the property assigned to My Brenmridge such parct as was previonsly punted Lo
a widow Rlizabeth Bartlett of Barnstaple. The property soom changed hands ngain
when it was suld by Samuel Bremridge in 1801 to John Bremridge, Theve were
numervus Brewmrtdges in Barnstaple in the nineteenth century. In 1830 Richard
Bremridge was Mayor whilst Samuel and Philip Bremridge were both members of
the Clorporation.’

The doed of 1801 also refers lo a dwelling house Jately belongimy to Elizabeth
Bactlebd but now Lo Tlenry Whimple' and adso vefers to the ‘necessary house inow
standing and being in the Court of the said premizes amd now used by John Sloley as
tenand of the said Henry Whimple together with free liberty to take and feteh wataer
at all times from the pump in the suid Courl’. Su il appears that by Lhid Bime therve
was sorae form of sanitation and a water supply. Probably in earher times water was
taken divectly from the Yeo.

Some time between 1801 and 1808 John Bremridge must have died, asin that year
his widow, Ann Bremridge, sold the properly to Thomas Scott of Bumstaple. moli-
ster At that time the properly ix deseribed as in the sccupatinn of Richard Bendeld
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80 it geems thal iL was being trealed as an mvestmoent properiy and being let o oth-
ers Lo ocolpy.

The last deed is dated 28 April 1859, when Thomas Scoll, then of Uplands in the
parish of Heavitree, Devon, Baguire, sold the properiy 1o Susan Pylee of Barnstaple,
widow. The price then was €400, In an 1557 divectory the oecupant of the Green
Drapgon is listed as Philip Pyke, vietoaller and stonemason ! Presumably Sosan Pyke
was his widow, In an 1890 divectory she s sl listed as vietualler of the Green
Dragon.”

And therve Lhe packet of deeds ends. No doubl much more could be discoverad abouot
these people by furthor rescarch and the deeds themselves contain much more infor-
mation. But in some cases, especiably tor Lhe earliee vears, these deeds may contain
the only record we now have of the lives of those carlior inhabitants of the town,

Eeferences

—

The deeds have now been depasited al the Novth Devon Record Office.

There is a vopy ol the Grant iu Gribble, J B, Memoriafs of Barnstaple, 1830,
reprinted TO94,

3 Bdgeler, Audrey, Thgh SU Davostaple L3O - P87, 19464,

4. M. Bitling's 1857 Dircctory. *

5. White's Dirvectory 1806,
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REVIEWS

{Readers are advised that opinions expressed by reviewers wre their oveg el ol neees-
sarily those of the Editor or of the Devon History Socicty as o wheded

In Pursuit of Devon’s History: A Guide For Local Historians in Devon
Campiled by Tan Maxted, Devon Books and the Devon History Sociely, 1997, L 89pp
795 hut cach DS member entitled to a free copy [SEBN Q86114 917 3

Laeal histary is alive and Jourishing in Devon: the symptoms e thee: o all Lo soee,
The move of the ambitiots Devonshive Association to Bowhill House: the fermation of
the Hourishing Devon Gardens Trust: the success of Devon Herdoge Weeks and now
the publication of fn Perswit of Devon's History by Devon Books ond the Devan History
Siviely

B e 1 have not mentioned a single person’s name, but the compiler of the book
under yeview, Lan Maxted (County Local Studies Libvaveon is one of the leaders, o
fnctlitator i you hike, of the toeal history movement. (e fallowed anolher Hbravian, Lhe
late and much lamentod Gealfrey Pales, and of caarse we adl bone to the revered memo-
vy af Professor WG Foeskins, who began und ended his ik in Devon, and was logely
responsible at a national Tevel for wwking local histary a respectable academie disei-
pline which amateurs feel able (o udulge in. And i is perhaps al the loeal amateur
Lhat this book s directed.

As one seans its pages, erammed with professional wisdon, you realise how little vou
know about the evafl, There e soomany resourees La tag, dl so many levels - national
and loeal, veltgious and sceulor, published and sochival, Toa Maxted lists them all. He
acknowledges help from others, and Adian Keed ichairman of the Devon History
Sociely), lnvgely wrote the chupler on Toeal history sovicties,

Maxled acknowledges in the Drst paragraph that his hook comnot cover oversthing,
and it were Lo fisd all the constantlv-chamging socicties” addresses his hook would
<001 he oul of dale, so he sensibly mentiong Local Stwdivs in Devor: & Cluide to
fesources as being a directovy which is regulavky updated by Devon Library Services,
and it is an essendial supplement or appendix to his own book.

Heading his ntroduction | groaned when I tound a word omitted, Not another care-
lessly proof-vend bonk, thought! However, there are fow other mistakes and misprints
- o good example o those he is advising Bul [ was surprised when T kepl finding pub-
lished works spelt with fewer capital letters than were justified. For example. Lhe
Woesters morning news should be Western Morning News, Devon Hfe should be Deeun
fidfie, sl Lhere aee other titles siilarly expressed.

[ 15 surely presamptuous of me to supggest an omission, bul [ do think it would be
helphul ta point aul in the section about sources of photographs that the historie collee-
tion of slass qegatives of Chapman & Son (of Dawlish) were deposited in the Devon
Record OFiee, where the taldng off of prints can be aoranged for a small charee,

The hool ix wetl laid nut and cross-indexed. helplully illustrated with reproductinons
ol ample docments, and provided with an ample index. Anyone thinking of dubbling
1 Joeal history should get this book. Tt could save them a good deal of time and
amdish,

f3rion Lo Messurior
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Uffeulme a Peculiar Parish: A Devon Town From Tador Tines, Wrikten and
Publizhed by The Utfealme Avchives Gronp. Bditoes: Petes Weatl and Robin Stanes
L2050

Uffeutme canrned the sobriguet in the title of thix book Prom the e that betseeen
e 645 and 1846 its eeclesiastical affairs wore controlled by the prebendary of Ulfeulme
and ultimately the Dean of Salisbury andd was thus peeudian Leo exempt feom Lhe aris-
diction of the Bishop of Salisbury. But for the infamous Bacdeker aiv ratds on Bxcter
during the Second World War this arrangement would have catsed ondy a minor frus.
tration to those interested in Eliteulme’s history, who faced o o longer journey to
Salishury and, from E979, o Trowbridge, than their colleapues from adjeining parishes
who had onty Lo go as e as Breter o consult the relevant diocesan archives. The
destruction of virlually all the grabate records of the loeal echureh courts for Devon and
Somersel in 1902 means thal UCftealme 1s pecaliar in Devon for having a complele
awrchive af prabate recores, This fucl encouraged the Uffeulme Arvchive Group o form in
vrder to pubilizh those records, and on the evidence of this volume, soon Lo be juined by
full edition of the recards for the Devan and Cornwall Record Society, Lhis s a chaltenge
whivh the group bas met with consicderable adeptness aod <kill,

THTeuhme’s unusual sdministrative status has nol binded the group Lo the need for
its work (o e set in the wider comtest af Lhe secial and economic history of Devon (rom
the sixteenth to the cighteenth centuty and the reader is made aware thad this rare
Devon souree is vsed to Hustrate in pactiowlar the agricaliurat and elolh industry of
the region, thus widening its value bevond those interested only in the parvish isell.
Adthough Woan orehivisL it is g vather painful metaphor the probate records have heen
wruys dey Tor every significant jol of informatime Anather significant achiovement of
the brnk s that, although a teaun elfort, il maintains o coustant ligh standard of 2chol-
arship with no lightweights at all.

The hook concentrates on Lhe wills and inventories, a selectiont af which are pub-
lished here, and chapters are devoled to anatyses of the evidenee gleamoed fram thent
telating Lo the waoollen industry, farming, houses and their furnishings, aod clathes, A
chapter deals with the subjeet of debt and investment o which the records provide
much important evidence, and there s g faseinating analyvss of names o retation-
shitps which draws some Interesting conclusions aboul soeinl conneetions as evideneed
b the distribution of swrnames in east Devon, However the meoup bas losked Mrther
alield to cover population totals, fand owners, viears and non-conformity as well as
publishing muster rolls, substdies, poor rates and a land foax assessment [rom the zix.
leenth to eighleenth century and this makes available i print o substantial body of
material for Jocal and family historians of Effeulme.

Nut enly has the group produced a sigatlicant resouree, it took the brave decision to
pihlish itsel and is to be congratulated on producing an attractive and swell indexed
buok. The illustrations - photographs, line drawings and prints - are well chosen and
ackd mueh Lo the work, Of particular note i the hird's eve view of the village centre
complete with a key Lo the huildings. Publication is atben o tense and stressful buginess
and the groups decision 1o bray forsaed the publication date in view of the terminal
tlness of Peter Newbon, author ol Lhe sections on the eloth industry and building of
Ulewdme, has aot alfected the presentation of the book at all, which is in itself o Giting
tribiate to a much vidued member af the droap.

The role of the reviewer 13 ollering constraelive eritieism is made diffienlt in this
case by Lhe overall excellence of the huok, However, bwo minor errors appear in the
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opening Lwo sentences, The parish cemained lochnicolly ander the Doan andil L84
when, by o Ordar in Coundl, peculiar jurisdictions woere abolistiod. nol 13503 as stated
which wias the year in which the last viear was instituted by the Dean, The stdemend
that the gread tibhes were of corn and wool is only halt vight They wore dae o erops
produced divectly from the sotll so corn is eorrect bul wool wirs o Jesser Hithe, The title
ab the hook radsed Utfealme to o status of 2 tewn vob nothing s offored to sugiest Uhat
it was anylhing other than o large village. Although such distinctions are diflicult Lo
drasw precisely, some discussion of this knotly problem woukd have been huebplul,

The hook does nol deal in any detail with the nineteonth century and it is to be
hapred thiat the group is keeping its powder dey for further research, povhaps hoping o
altract uthers to join, The introduction includes o list of the wrchives of the Probend of
Lltealme bul makes no mention of the guantity of malerial about the parich amoengsi
the Dean's archives, most notably the churehwardens’ presentments, a1l of which are at
Trawhridge. Perhaps the group may take up these further chisllenges bud even if Lhis
does nat come Lo pass its members ean Lake justifiable pride and satisfaclion in putting
Peulme fivmdy on the map on Devan historteal studies with this excellent book.

Steven Hobbs

Medieval Features of the Churches of South West Cornwall and South Bast
Devon No 4 5t Andvew™s Church, Plymouth, by Nichalas Casley. The Plymouth
Press, No price given,

This series of stidies is vory promising. Ax the author ackonowledges, the study of St
Androw’s is a greater chillenge than its counterparts Bath in scale and local signifi-
eanee the greal charel of Plymouth s withoat peer locally It was abeays closely linked
with the Borough of Plymouth and it= administration and, since 1942, stands also as
an icon of the destruction wd reennstroction ol thee eity Niehalas Casley perlorms a
valuable task in pulling tozether o wide range of sovrees and has, in best Eashion, eval-
uated the sources, with closest possible velernnee e the site and the tabric of the
church, When new researeh s published as frequently as ilbs Loday, it is essential o
produce new syniheses, Nicholbis Casley is bang up to dade with his, with references as
recent as 1996 Lo show tor his wide veading. The greatest dillicudty, apart fran the
changes Lo the building itsell, appears to be the scareity of reforences swhose provwe-
nance is certam. Nevertheless il ig valuable Lo have an histovian prepared 1o reassess
even the most canuouly accepted view, as the author does for the date of the ailding
af the tawer )

Sere miner criticizms may be made. As o recognised authovity on medicval
Plymauth the authar's range of reference in the nineteenth cealwry is bess cortain,
Rubert Weblh Stone Baron {not Bacony, to whom he alliudes in a footnote, was the puta-
twve poet lawrente of Plymouth and possibly a descendant ol the stxteenth continey
maver, Creorge Barons The appendices are extremely usctud but the exislence of corly
mwineteenih century plans relating Lo Foulston's restoralions’ of the chiureh is not noted,

Nivholas Cuasley deserves praige for bis commitment to Plymoutl's histary, partica-
Inrly at o time when alinost no me else is producing thorough and ovigiaal work, This
bouk is a valuable addition to the Wbliography of chureh studies,

ted Brough



Mortehoe & Woolacombe On The Record, by Margaret Reed. Published by The
[Prionds of Mortehoe Cart Linhay Herttage Centee, Morvtehoe, Woolacombe, EX34 7O
1997, 196 pp, illustrated. Hlardback £12.95, FSBN (9506029 2 2,

Margaret Reed s a ‘Devon [islorian’ of some standing, having alveady written the
story of Pillan, where she lives; such work is perhaps addictive, for her publishers note
that. when asked to undertake the present study, “she willingly embarked on o concen-
trated three-vear period of research, writing, and gathering illustrations’.

The parish of Mortehoe consists of ‘over 4,000 acres of wildly differiog countryside’
but the book dends with more than this; il 4ells the stovy of the avea rathor than the
parish, no apology is made for including references Lo adjaceut manors, which but for a
guirk of ownership dating back over a thouzand years, could well have been part of
Mortehoe parish’. The ranors and estates, bolh within and adjacent to ti}(: parizh arc
not only aumerous, but unusually well documented, The auther has responded well to
this chalenge, aud her research has been commendably thorough.

A great weallh of material presents considerable problems in organising and balancing
a parish - or area - hislory, A strictly chromological aeeount menns cevisiting mamy of the
same themes in chapter after chapter: a strongly thematic one means going back to the
heginning just as frequently. Mrs Reed opts forr the latter approach, bul helps the reader
wth a brief chromologieal history before introducing her irst main theme, that of land own-
ership. Thoere are useful maps in these Itroductory chapters, and throughoud the hoek.

The area studied includes six Domesday manors and numerous other estates ov
small zettlements. Bach of these is presented with an abundance of detail on the
‘descent of the manm’, with fumilies like Chichesters and Fortescues to the fore, as well
a5 the de Tracevs, whose most notorious member was one of Thomas Bookel s aesas-
sins. Tenants as well as lord< ave discussed, s Chese chaplers should delight Toealb ves-
idents, and help them discover o great deal abont tweir bomes, Tand ond predeeessors,
They alse provide a4 mine of inlormation for selokirs ond locad istorans, whe wall find
many Lranseriplions of compleie document= Irom which Lo guarey their own pgems,,
Generad readers, o Lhe vizitors whom the publishers alse have i thenr sights, may,
foweyer, b dimmited by the amount of detasl o thrs Hirst section: the Domesday eateies,
having heen compelently tnbulnied vavlier are repeated in fulb for cach manoe
Elscwhere, alter o point his bheen made with one or tvo good examples, extracomies add
litthe exeept length.

The second seetion of the ook concerns the chureh and matters eecleziastical, ol
the first Lwo chapters, by dealing with the chureh before and after the Reformation
achieve o uselul compromise with the chvorwlogical approach. The st secbion e
social history, T which the thematic approach i= well suited. Heve, chaplers ow trade
and industey, edueation, lw soud order maritene history, militaey history, roads and
footpaths, and Jeiswre anel the aets contribute to what many readers may find the most
intevesting pact of Lhe hoold, For this section too, some good photograpls luve boen cha-
sen, showing the emergenee of the hididay resort alter the ratbwvay apeneed i 1874,

A few niggles: Lhose wsing the book lor relerenee st search the toxt oy nates in
pareatheses, vather than finding them listed cither at the end of 2 page. o chapler, ar

the whaole bool, The index Lo, has ervors iud amisstans here and there, aod some af

the photograpbs Tack adate. The bool is well and adteactively procduced, however, with
an evorative cover pieture reprodoced rom o paiating by Elugh Cureney,

It is a pity thot the last chapter < on luisure - breaks oft after a detail about w Jocal
hostehy, leaving the reader 'up i the ab”. [ would have heen interesting to huve lud o
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fow concluding thiughts gathoved into o toal chapter - perbaps more on the connection
between post and present, browght aut by pereeplive cumments like the {otlowing,
which ends the chaptor on vouds and fwotpaths,
The modern route to Mortchoe and Waalaeombe from the vest of Eoglaud is via thoe
Noprth Devon Link Rood to Aller Crass, and then to 8lack moar Gate, From this
peint the towrists folliaw fuivly preciseby in the Goolsteps of the Bronze Age traders
of three to Tour thowsacd veurs ago wha tead the ridgeway in search of the negessi-
ties of Bt

Mrs Reed’s publishers have goad veason Lo he gratetul to hor, for she has not only put
Mortchoe and Wisaliacombe ‘on the cecord’, but has also danated the proceeds of Lhe
baok te the funds ol their new heritage centre. Both vontures deserve lo sacceed,

Alison Grant.

Circuit Ghosts, A Western Cirewit Miseetlany by Anthony Harweod. Secand impres-
ston {revised) The Westeen Clreuil. 286 pp, Paperback £12.00 post free by cheque
payible to the Western Clreuid at 31 Southgate Street, Winchester $023 9ER. [SBN
ARANYT 0 3

While this is a book primarvily for barristers and in particular for those practizing on
Lthe Weslern Cireait ik can be read with pleasure and with little difficulty by fay per-
gong, (Fonly once had recourse to Maitland), [ has the general purpoese of providing a
history of Lhe Western Cireuit and its traditions and more particularly of these who
belonged to it.,

Originally the cireuil was made up of the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Somerset,
Wiltshire and Hampshive. The judges travelled armed until Tudor times but with the
Stuarts. apart from civil warg, getling around the country was the main problem. This
was less diflicutt when turnpike roads were built in the next century and cevtain con-
ventions could be established; The judge woeuld ride in his own carriage, as might the
Leader of the Bar, but members were not permitted Lo use public transport, They
either rode or sharved a postehaise, With the coming of the railways they were expected
to travel first class and for some years the judge would robe in the Lrain to be prested
by the Thigh Sheriff and his escort on the down platform.

The author deseribes the development of the Cireuit Mess and its officers. OF these
the Wine Treasurer was the most impertant. He was responsible for the general com-
fort of members, arranging Grand Nights aud generally safegaarding their profession-
al interests. Entil the end of the last contury Lthere was also a Baggage Master vespon-
sible for loading up the cireuit van in London with members’ book hoxes and robes as
well ag with the wine. [t is interesting to see that in the seven years alter 1814 wine
consumpiion was highest in Exeter! After the railways came the telephone as a factor
altering cireuil life [oflowed by the motor car and by the admission of women which
seems to have been achieved wilh little {riction; on Mess Nights the first elected tact-
fully withdrawing with the port. Changes in the national system of courts later in the
present century again led to changes i creuit life.

Although Devon was only one counly in the circeuit it produces more ‘Ghosts” than
most of the others. Many of them are given shoet biographies. In ‘Tudor times there
was, for example, John Whiddon of Chagford said to have been the fivst to ride to court
on a horse instead of a mule. Another, Sir Joha Hele, was denounced by the Lord
Keeper, who owed him money, as ‘o grypinge and excessive usurer’ and who conse-
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quently blocked his advancement, Under the Stuarts oceur the nones of Maynard,
Drideaux, Glanvilbe and Chiel Justice Bolle bat it is in the ollowing century that the
stavs veally sline. Lords King (Exeters, Candden (Cullompion), Ashburton and Gifford
{Exeter all achieved peerages and high oflice while Sir Willim Follett would have gone
mueh further had he lived. The Victorian eea was particularty rich in promineat
Devoninn Iawvers, There were the Colevidges: Sir Joha wha relused a peerage, his son,
the Loatd ChicF.dostico, who look oae and his grandson o distinguished judge as svell ax
olher less well-known family members, Then came R.P. Collier who became Lord
Monkswell, H.C. Lopes (Lard Ludlow) and J A, Foote, @ renowned wit, who wrote
ananymously an earbivr boole about {ife on the cirenit. Probabiy the [ast of the well
knawn Devon lawvers wns HLS Guke, later Lord Merrivale. [n the presenl century the
great names have come mostly rom outside the County - Viscounis Sinean and
Caldecote, Lord Goddard and more recently Uord Deviin and Lovd Denning. The lat-
ter’s speech at o banguet given in his honour s peinted as an appendix and incluades o
sueeinet history of the cireuit.

Mueh of the charm of Lhis ook les in itx ancedotes and in by deseriptions of Lhe
foibles of individual memhers, some knewn to the authov and others o those who were
seniors when he was first called. Ho is never unldind, even abowt the distinguished
member who persisted 1 performing lengthy and complivaled conjuring bricks on
Grand Nights long after he had last the skill to do so. When truth lorees him to be erit-
icil he does so dispassionately and whhout maltee. While there is much in ik for the
Tegral Ristorian there s alse a great deal to inform and indeed Lo diverd the e gener-
o readen

Addrfun Beed

Hannah Cowley Tiverton’s Playwright and Pienecr Feminist 1743 - 1809, by Mary de
la Mahotiere, Deven Boolis, 96 pp, Wusteated. paperback 866,95 TSBIN 086114 916 6.

[Hannah Cowley was the daughler of a Piverton bookseller who became one of the
town’s Gvelve Corporators or geverning couneillors who eleeted the member for the bor-
otgh, Duriag Hannal’s time he was o reprogentative of the vder thaveowby) {amily
whe hetptully obtained a post for My Cowley in the Bast [udia Company in Beugal
whore be died after fourtesn years ervice, Hanmah's prafession as o playwright js said
o have begon when she saw a dull play in London and decided that she could de better
hevself. The result was the successlal The Runaeay put an by Gaerick ab the beginning
of 1776, Three yours later came Who's the Dupe? But in beiween there were difficultics
with Sheridan, who had taken over from Gauriek in Dy Lane, with Gacrick himsell,
and over plogiarism with another female dramatist, Hannah Move ater she had more
trouble with the thentrien] world where her auccesses did not make her audomaticatly
weleome, She continued to produce ptavs, ber comedies being the mest poputar, until
1794, when she relired to Tiverton, expreszing hev distasle for conlemporary theatrical
trends. She had also engaged in wnvmemorable poetic exchanges vnder the name of
Anna Matilda with another poet in the columns of The World which earned her
Ciftorid's seom in his Bariad, censures which g late nineteenth cenbury Devon antholo-
pist thought mevited, She wrote several long poems bud, ey reputation stands on her
plavs nnd primartly on her conedies.

fu her day Hannah Cowleys plays were published separately and in colecled edi-
ions and as late as the end of the Tast century were said to be still ou the acting st
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Evidenee of their dirability s that bath Henry Tvving and Sllen Teerry weve to Lake
parl in a vevival of The Bellos Stredagem (17801 well into the following centiy, An
American reprint of about twenty years ago i3 no longer avarlahle and so the author
gives a precis of the plot of ench, Most are camedies with all the surprises, subplots, dis-
snuses aned revelations so popular ot the time, The themaes include brides who success-
fudly marey for chotee contrary to the intentions of their guardians or parents and girls
whiy avold arranged watchos with men far older than themselves, These hervoines in
geneval show independeuce of mind. Tt s on these plots und atliludes that the author
gives Flannah her deseriplion of pioncer feminist although she is careful to stress her
attitude as o pood wite and maother
Hannah Cowley was friendly with Cosway, the painter, another successful
Tivertonian, and ix said to have been patronised by Queen Charvlolie und to have
moved in the hest London eiveles. Litide, thougl, seems known about her Lite in the eap-
ital oy indeed abaul her hushand, hinsell said to be well known in hiterary coeles. He
wis sent off to [udia to mend the fanily fortunes, suggesting that oven a run of suc-
cogsiul plays waz not enough to Keep o wile and three childven. He marcried ofl] suit-
ably, in Unlenttn one of Lhe two daughters and no deubt would have done the same Tfor
the otlier had she not died hefore sailing, Our inlevest in hint 15 sharvpened by Lthe fact
of his having critivised. ananymously, in the press the production of one of The Delfe’s
Stratagen. Neverthetess she is said to have been deveird to him. Mrs de la Mahoticre
has put us in her debt by reviving interest in Hannab's work, We must wow hope for a
sight of some of her plavs,
Adricen Reed

A Dittisham Boy's Slory by Ewart Flulchings. Durtmouth Flistory Research Group.
Paper 22, Davtmoueh Museum, Dartmounth TQG 992, 40 pp. Paperback. THustrated. No
price given

Fhis boaklel was written eviginally by the late author for bis grandehildren. Muach of it
is Lherefure concerned with his secvice in the First World Wi i Qallipoli and Franee
and in his subsequent suecessful career i eduention, Like su many Devenians he left
Lhe cawty to carn his living bhot retovned to it on retivement.

Bwart Hutchings was the youngest of seven children. His father’s eldest brother,
Williarn had struck ‘gold in Australia and senl for Ewart’s father and his twin brother
to join him. On their returning home via New Zealaud Willinm bought property in
Dittisham but the others do not seem to have done so well, Ewart’s father lived by buy-
ing dairy produce and poultey from neighbouring tarms and a Dartmoeuth market
which he sold Lo hutels in Torbay. In the summer the whole fwmily picked plums in
their orchards, packing them w hundveds for onward sale. These plums were ot a par-
ticular variciy called Plosghman and mast cottages grew them. His chitthaod seems to
have been a happy one with swimming and boating in the summer and fuothall and
Cuy Fawkes night Lo look forward to in the winter, The Dittisham guys were always
made (o Juok like 2omeone who had becrne unpopular in the preceding year. The loeal
achool wits perhaps nol very good su he was sent us o dayboy to a school in Torguay
Later he went to Plymouth Geammar Schood, lodging with his elder brother and poing
on Lo o leacher training coltege in London in the year before the war, Therealler Lhe
events of his Hfe censed 1o take pace in Devonshive,

Adlricn Reod

a1



‘WHAT FIRST AROUSED YOUR INTEREST IN THE
STUDY OF LOCAL HISTORY/ARCHAEOLOGY?

[ his avticle ‘Bxploring Devon's past’ in DH 55 Simon Timms suggested that readers
might care to write in and give their answers to the above question, We ave delighted
ta have recetved the following replies,

From Noel Parey, Lapford, Crediton:

I've been a member of the Dovon History Sacioty now for a number of vears, and
have always enjoyed reading The Devaon Historian, P sure most people who have a
real interest in local hislory caleh the bug as youngsters from the surroundings in
which they ave braught up.

In my own case, [ was burn and lived the first 22 years of my life in Abergavenny,
Soeuth Wales - very much on the borders of Novinan and Medieval England and
Wales. Bo within a fow miles woere the ruins of a4 number of castles - Abergavenny
itself, Usk, Crickhowell, White Castle, Grosmant, Skenfrith, Monmouth, and the
greatest of them - Baglan and Chepstow. T heard often the stovy of how the wicked
Norman lord William de Braose invited the locnl Welsh petty chiefs to a feast at
Abergavenny Castle in 1175, only to have them all murdered. [ explored the old ruins
as a boy and Llried Lo imagine and picture life in those castles 900 vears ago.

And not far away was the splendid Roman fort at Caerleon and the magnificent
city walls of Caerwent - Abergavenny itself had once begun as Lhe Romun
Gobanniuwm. 8o [ know my interest started there. Then [ lived in Cheltenham for LO
yvears, and that bas ils own inlrigning history, rom the Neolithic tombs on the cdge
of the Cotswolds Lo the greal days of Regency Chellenham with its splendid spas and
fine buildings,

From there ta Devon in 1961, to Torrington for 14 years, surrounded by Saxon,
Navman, and Civil War remindervs, Then to Lapford in 1975 - with its medicval
chureh, many fifteenth cemtury farms, manors and mills; the remains (purtly exea-
valed by Prol Matcolm Todd? of a large Roman fort and Celtic homestead; 11s sceen-
tric prize-Apghting Parson Jack Radford; the highly humorous and entertaining Log
Books of the school going back to 1865; and so much to {earn from the chureh regis-
ters, Parizh Council and Chapel Minute Books. I tever cease learning new and Fasei-
nating details of owe local history. Long may it continue for alb of us who are interest-
ed, and have a love of what roots us inte this glorious county of Devon.

Frivn Lorna Smith, of Shiphay, Torguay:

My mother attended the Corporation Grammar School, Plymouih daving the head-
ship of Charles Bracken and was steeped in the bistory af Plymauth. My father as a
Sanitary Inspeclor for the Borough of Torgquay took a keen intevest in the evalution of
the town and between bolh parents [ was brought up with o lively sense of the past.
Coupled with this our next deor neighbour wias keen on loeal history and one of my
earliest recollections is of being shown the Havlor Granite Roilway track e the back
of Bovey Tracey and having it explained to me.

When [ started in work at the age of sixteen in the Torguay Publie Libvary I came
untder the influence of John Pike who, finding | had an interest in loeal history, fos-
tered that interest and | have been able to apply libravianship disciplines to local his-
tory. [t was through the Devon History Society that I hbecame interested in industrial
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archaenlogy which led indirectly Lo my becoming Railway Studies Librarian for the
Devon County Librarvy Service.

From Anthony Greenstrect, Cambertey, Surrey:

My own interest in loeal history was stimulated around 1933 (at the age of -7) by:

L. Vigits to Plymouth Museum. (I remember particularly bone models made by
Napoleonic prisoners of war of a guillotine and a warship, and Hint arrowheads from
Dartmaoory,

2. Connections with the Navy at Devonport, e.g. ships’ figurcheads; my mother
making ilags for the model of Golden ind in the chapel of the RN barracks: chil-
dren's parties aboard old man-of-war Defiance.

3, Btaying in a friends haunted bouse - (The Ofd Viearage, Anthony)!

NOTICE BY THE CHAIRMAN

This year a number of members had to be reminded by the Hon. Treasurer that they
had not paid their subseriptions due on T May. This wasted the Treasurer’s time and
the Society’s mondy. Your Counetl has decided therefore that in future no reminders
will be sent and that natices of meetings and the Devon Historian will coase to be post-
e to anyane whose submeription i3 in arrears.

Adrian Reed



OTHER LETTERS AND NOTICES

From Dv Mark Brayshay:

Please nole that the map which appeared as figure 1 (Devon Flistorian No 55,
page S in my paper on Lord Astor's dilficalrics in travelling to wartime
Plymauth shows the Great Weslern Rotlway line running from Westhury Lo
Taunton via Yeovil wheveas, of course, it ran divectly botween Weslhury and
Taunton, The Westhuary to Yeovil line was actually parct of the branch wwards
Weymouth, Moreover, by 1941, the ‘London and Soulh West' ling, ruuning via
Okchampion and Tavistoek, wus part of Southern Railwayvs, though Astor him-
self 5till used ibs older name. MB

NEWS OF DARTMOUTH HISTORY RESEARCH GROUP, from Mes Ray
Freeman, Chairman,

We started seven vears ago, as an offshool from Dartmouth Museam, specialis-
ing in publishing shorl booklets about the history of Trartnouth and the sur-
rounding area, encouraging anyone with knowloedge to write them. We have now
published 22 hookleils, and have anothey ready for the printer. We ave non-profit
making, and any proceeds from Lhe sale of the boaklets is used to produce later
ones. We have abso paid for copies an microhche of all the Parish Registers to be
placed in the lacal library, and of the Cenzus Retuvnz of 1861 and 15891, We have
lranscribied the LBG1 Consus and pul oo to o data-bise, o printed copy of which
= alsoia the Library, and ave currently worlking o do the same for the 1891 cen-
sies, Our ohjeet is to butld up records aboul the area in a convenient place for
loeals and visitors who may be researching Ltheir family trees. As the Museum
duoes not have space for vesearch activities by the public, we have phacod these in
the Library,

Photographic sources of Devon views: George Washington Wilson (1823-
93)
Mr €. G Seott (Exeter) has deposited Lypeseript lists af Lhe Westeountry Studies
Library, and the Devon & Excter Institution, Exeter, of Devon views by the eom-
mercial photographic firm of G. W, Wilson ol Aberdeen hebd at the Aberdeen
University Library. (Typeseripl lisls of Devon Views can be obfained from:
Abvrdeen University Library, George Washington Wilzon Callection, Special
Collections Dept., King's College, Aberdeen ABY 21U

SBource: The Local Historian, vol 19 ne 3. Aupg LDBY, ppl24-6 ‘Local
Photographevs and their work. 6, Goeorge Washinglon Wilsen of Aberdeen’,
| Westcountry Studies Library, Exeter|,

TRELAWNY BOOK

Some months age Siv John Trelawnoy kindly wrote from his home in Kent
eaplaining thal he had recently sent o disle of the transeription of an old Family
baolt to the Devon Record OlGce, whoere it wis suggested that it might be of inter-
esl to Devon Hlistory Society members because of the many references (o
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Tiverton and the aren.
Siv John wrote:
The typeseripl is copied from the manuseript copy made by Mr Peter Flull,
County Arehivist of Cornwall, of g havd covored (worm saten with one bross
Fastening) parchment book which was presented in 1981 to Sir John
Tredaway in Puyvert, Vaucluse, by MM Apuitton who had saved it from the
botongings left by Siv John Willicen Trelawny after his death in the village in
Fohruary 1944,

The contents are summarised in notes made by Mr Hull in his manuseript
transeriplion:
“Trelawny book

Shows deseent of Lhe manar of Trelavwne from the 13th contury viz, Sirv
IMenvy de Bodvugan, via the Champernowne family, and the Boovilles, and
Lhe Greys (mnripuesses of Dorsel) Lo Henry Grey, marvguis of Dovser dather of
Lady Jane Greyo, and dake of Sullolk who was execuled 283vel February LRS54
when the manor ol Trelawne veverted o Lhe Crown.

Sie Jonathao Trefawny, Knight, bought the manor of Prelawne fom the
Crown on 9th August FGO0.

There follows a description of the manor and its customs in L6030, After
thisz a rental of the manor of Trelawne in 1619 showing {ree, customary, and
conventionary (7 lenants.

Thon there is a fist of Lhe muniments, numberved and leltered, from Lhe
EOLh century to 1600, After the Cornish lands come the ‘evidences’
from a moiety of the manor, borough and hundred of Tiverton in
Devon: the Trelawnys inherited this from the Courtenays (John
Trelawny of Menheniot marvied Florence daughter of Sir Hugh
Courtenay at Boconnoce - Florence was one of the four Courtenay co-
heiressesi John Trelawny, Esq. ‘recovered’ the Tiverton praperties
in 1618

Finally, my davghter’s athev-in-luw Ales Startin, who lives in Willand, locoted
many of the Tiverton references on the Ordnance Survey of the area and has
cxpressed an inlerest in-any engang reseinch,

GUILD OF ST LAWRENCE

Ashburton’s Gaild of St Lawrence, a local charity, was fwrmed in 1985 to look
after the future and day Lo day running of St Lawrence Clistpel, This important
grade [ listed huilding was given to the town of Axhburton in 1414 by the Bishop
of Exeter, Bishop Stapledon with the original Guild oF St Lawrenes, headed by
the Portreeve and Burgesses given the task of looking aller the Chapel and its
Charity School. Binee Chis time it has also been the seat of the Courts Leet and
Baron Jury whe still mect in the building After over 800 vears of hislory as a
school, Ashburton Grammar Schoot closed in 1938 with the building being used
firstly as the county school and Intterly as parct of the Primary School with part
of Lhe premises being used as the towa's Library (1840 - 1980 and the town's
museant. Since major renovation carvied outl in 1986 by Dartmoor National Park
wilh funding from English Heritoge, the Guild has been responsible for the day
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Lo day ranning of this building and opening it from May Lo September cach yiear
Lo Lhe pubtic. The Guild has collected together an archive ol ilenis moinly donat-
oed by past pupils of the Grammar School and alse a section on the history of the
Partreeve and the Court Leet and Baron Jury who meet annunlly in the Chapel
in late November to choose the new Portreeve and Bailiff,

The Guild together with Dartmoeor National Pack, Devon County Council and
in purtnership with the 8t Lawrence Trust is about to obtiin the (rechold of the
Chapel frum the Old Grammar School Foundalion. This will ensure the future of
this ancient building while handing it back to the conumuaily.

Contact:- Mrs U Westall (Becrelary), 132 8t Lawrence Lane, Ashburton, Dovon
T3 7DD,

WHICH PORTLEMOUTH?

It would be interesting to know if any ol our members can offer answers or sugres-
tions to the guestions posed in this contribution from Tony Collings:

Volume I of the Calendar of Charter Rolls, published in 1906, records on page 225
the grant on 25 May 1280 to Simon son of Guy and his heirs of a weekly markel on
Mondays at his manoe of Porlemuth, along with two fairs, This ontry appears in the
index as ‘Portlemauth, Poctemath {in Matborough'. In other words, the editor has
taken it to refer to West Partlemouth, once a Domesday manor but today scareely
more than a farm, T metves sauth of the village of Malborough, in what was
Stanborough Hundred. [n 2o doing the editor appears to be in a minority of one, with
modern nutherities such as Professor WG Hosking and Maryanne Kowaleski assum-
ing Lhe grant to reler to the ancient parish of Tast Portlemonth on the opposite side of
Salcombe Harbour, in what wos Coleridge Flundred.!

Did the editer have access to a souree which later commentators have overloaked?
No doubt prominent ammyg his sourees would have heen the volume of Feudal Adds,
produced by his office seven veurs previously. The entries are arvanged by [Hundreds,
and the index clearly distinguishes the two Portlemauths, Ineluded s a survey of
1303, which records under Stanborough Hundred that the heirs of Simon son of Guy
held one fee on Portlemue; while under Colevidge Hundred, Honey son of Alan held
Dodbraok and Portlemouth.®

Cortainly there is a precedent for second thoughts being best in this part of the
county, When the Reverend Oswald Reichel edited the Devon and Cornwall Record
Society's volume of Devon Feet of Fines in 1912 he asswmed o e grant by Guy, son of
Cruy, in 1262 of the Manor of Portlemouth to Marlin de Portlemwouth and Margaret his
wilte: referred to Bast Portlemouth (No.626), but he had realised his evvor the Dollowing
yvear when he wrote his paper on the Hlundred of Stanborough in the time ol the Tesin
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de Nevil * wilh thai document veferring under Stanborough Fundred to Guy de
Bretthevil holding one fee in Porlemue.?

Among the sources shicl can give an indication of the presence of commorcial netive
ity are the Luy Subsidies. In 13392 ot East Portlemouth there were len lax-piayvers,
cight of whons contributed the minimum 8d, ene 10d and ene 12d tolalling 7s 2d; this
1= suggrestive af little more than subsistence agrieulture. Acvoss the water the emmu-
mities wore waulthicoe altheugh Malborough was not nweationed as such, of ils von-
stituent wnnors, ab Sewaer and West Portlemouth seventean tax-payers (ameng thom a
Martin Clouteret paid o tatal of 195 1d, and at Batson and Belberry another seventeen
paul it otnl of 245 L0d T The average payment on Lhe west side of the harbour was
higher than the magimun paid on the east side, and this is indicative of wealth being
ereated, associabed with the marlet having been established within Malborough
parish. Concebvably one of the faivs was held ol Saleombe and suevived into the nine-
Leentlt contury, albeil with o change of date, to become thal velorred w by the Lysons
Inothers as being held fal Whitsuntide for trinkeds, swootieats, e, &c¥ Thers seams
to bi: no documentary support for those whe have laken the medieval relevences Lo
shipping ab Portlemouth to vefer 1o Rast Porthemeuth, and have interred that it subse-
quently declined with activity shifting {o Salemnbe,

Such decline as East Portemouth experionced was not until the Lier nincteenth
century, when the Duchess of Cleveland instigated o poliey ol evicting the more hame-
ble Lenantry and demolishing their cotlages in nrder Lo ridse the soviald tone of the
pavish,” This is atiesled to by the census figures, which record o decling b the number
ol houses boetween 1871 and 1881 from 82 to 61, and of population from 387 1o 302
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Minutes of the 27th Annual General Meeting held in
the School of Education, University of Exeter, 11
October 1997.

Present: the President, Dr Harvold Fox in Lhe Chair: 41 viembers of the Sueiety
[nantes listed in attendance register].

1. Apatogics: Mr R, Bass, Miss M. Bird, Mrs M. Freeman. Col. G, Grimshaw, Mr
B. L Messurier, Proll N. Ormne, Miss 2 Salter, Mrs L Sandors, Mr S, Timms,

2, Minutes of the 28th AGM 1996, printed in DE 54, were confirmed and signed,
There were no matters arising,

3. Hon. Seeretary’s report. Mres 8. Stivling reported on two successful eonfer-
ences: at Woodbury in the Spring, orgauised by tmembers of Woodbury Hislory
Sociely and in July the first joint conforence with the Cornwall Agsaciation of
Local Historians at Millbrook and Mouut Edgeumbe,

During the year a new category ol corpurate eeinbership had been introduced:
alfilistion, wherehy all membors ol the afliliated socicty were given free entry to
the Devon Record Office. This had proved extremely popular and Lo date 27 soci-
eties had opled for affiliation. {t wax hoped thal not only woeuld the socteties con-
cerned benelit, bul alse that by providing incentives to pursue serious research,
the scheme would further local history studies in the county

The Society’s most recent innovation was the handbook fn prrsart of Devon's
history, available at the meeting as a Free gift for moembers, The Chaimuan, Me
Reed, had conceived the idea for the book, which had been brought to Iruition by
Mr [an Maxted with some collaboration from ather speeialists, The Handbook
had been launched to seneral acelaim earvlier in the month during Devon
Heritage Week.

The Society had played its part in Hevilage Week with talks on the handboolk
by the Presidont, the Preasurer’s (and Mr Stanes’s) manning of the bookstall and
the pravision of cisplay =creens deseribing the Society's aclivities.

The recently distributed letter from the President, Dr Fox, inviling each mem-
ber to recruit a friend or colleague had been well veceived. A recent Devon plan-
ning document Planning for the futiore had cantained virtually no mention of
libraries and vrebives. A letter from the Society nrging the importance of maimn-
taining and improving these services had received a reply which gave little
encouragement Lthat the tinancial cuts of vecent years would be veversed. The
mueeting was reminded thal loeal historians needed Lo bring much pressure Lo
bewr iF they wished o eontinue o enjoy the excellent services provided in the
past.

4. Hon, Membership Secretary’s veport. My Pike explained that to avaid paying
an annual fee to the Data Protection Agency, he ao langer veeorded members’
vesearch interests, The Hon. Treasurer confirnred thul carrent membership stood
at 330, with new applications expected.

The President thanked the Seeretaries fov their repurts and added his cangrat.
ulations for the Soctety's booklet, in pavticular praising Tan Maoxted (or his hard

38

work and skill in producing such an exeellent and user-friendly guide. He exhort-
ed members to increase the society’s membership by circulating his reeruiting
letter

5. Hon. Preasurer’s veport, Mr Haydon siressed that this was a good year Lo join
Lhe Society, since members would receive [or Lheir £10 nol only fan Maxted’s
haok (rotailing at ©7.9581, but two issues of The Devon Historian, cach costing
araund £4 wilth pastage. Reviewing the income and expenditure aceount, he drow
atleutton Lo the fall in income of over £500 from subseriptions, but stated that
Lhe veeralt excoss of cxpenditure over income of some £50 was not significant zet
againszt the Saciety's purchase of 24000 worth of shares. The accounls were
approved and ehe Treasarver congratulated. Mr AW.F Gore, the independent
exuminer, wis thanked for his services. My Haydon's propesal thai he should be
appointed te undertake the work again in the coming vear was appraved by the
meeling.

6. Hoen. Kditor's report. Mes Hareis reported thal issues B4 and 55 abf The Depon
Fligturian had been published, The printor had used Lhe samoe colawr fur both cov-
ors, contrary to instructions, Contribulions had beon veceived an varied topies
with o weleome concentration on faspects ol modern history’ (the irst half of the
twentielh century), recording details vom recent and living memories.
Contributions on a wide spectrum of subjects and dotes were still needed, the
deadline lor issue 56 heing 30 November 1997, Tlems on local history aocieties
and museams or special local events would be welcomed. Those submitting copy
were referved to Lhe noles on ‘house style’ v p 2 of Lhe journal, My Harris
thanked all contribulors and reviewers. Mrs Stirhng was thanked for providing
the cover arb-work and for mailing copiles twice n veoar

The President congratulated Mrs Harris on Lwo excellent issues and thanked
ler for her efforts.

7. Election of Officers and Council for 1997/95:

All the current Officers being willing to stand again, their re-election en bloe
wits proposed by Mrs P Costelln, secondod by Mes Y. Cleave and carvied.

OfF the three Couneil meémbers voetiving under the 3-vear role, Mr L Maxted and
My R. Stines had tnlimaetod that they were willing to stand again. Their re-elec-
Lion was propused by Mre T Sticling, =econded by My J, Pike and carried.

Prof 1. Roots wishing to stand down fram the Couneil, My A, Collings was pro-
posee for the vacancy by Dr & Bhanji, seeoanded by Dr I Gray and duly elocted.

The Presideni expressed Lhe Sociely’s thanks Lo Prof. Roots, a past President,
for his services over many veavs,

Mrs A, Langridge. one of two eo-opled members, having gone to live abroad,
Prof, Root was nominated by the Officers to veplace her

Mr A, Sayers, seconded by My L Dilley, proposed a vote of thanks to the
Officers and Counoil,

8. Future programme: the lofllowing meetings wore provistonally announced:
Spring 1998: Uffeulme b April {joint meeting with Somersel A&NS).
Summer 1998: Totnes <k duly
AGM 1998 Exeter Univ. 7 November. Joing mecting with Deven Gardens Trust
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