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DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS
CUl'n'nl Hlld hack iSSlWS of The D'.'lJ()1I Historian ("X('cpt tur numbers 7, l 1.15.16 nnd
~:lj CHIl h" obtainerl from .iVII'S S, SlirJIIl,t. DI'HHl & Exeter lnstitut.ion, 7 '['he Ctoso.
Exctcr SXt ll~Z. (Number 22, W)ll{"1! j~ uvuilahlc. wns nut a 'nonn::tl' isaue, hut W;H

tnUlly devoted to bdng OUI' first Bibli"j.;I,,'phyl. Copies up to and inelw!ing NI) :1!; arc
priced at £:2, post [h~e, nnd from Nr):n onwards 1:::1. AI,;o available !)(,,,l ri'"" nro iNdex 10
TIll' I)eI'OIl Historian (for iHHUI.'S 1-\;', lli-;H! and :n·,15), and Devon Bihli"gra/i!ly (1 m.\{),
HJR!, 1rJ82, 1n~:J and .1 ~lk,j I alltl oaeh. Hihli<Jgraphies t,,], more recent Vt'''I~ nre avail-
nble From [kv,m Library Services. .

The Vice·Ch"irm;lIl, MI' John Pike, 82 '-!awl,ins Avcnuc. Chelston, TUl"<[LlaY Tq2
6ES, would lu, ghd 10 ucquiru copies Ill" the vut-uf-s tnck numbers or 1'hl' nrron
Historian listed ~lhu\'"

NOTE FOR CONTRIBUTORS
Articles i1ll' we-lcomed hy the Hun. Editor to Ill' considered I'r,,. puhl ic.uiun in The Deron
Historion, Genurnlly the length should nor. l'.XCl'l'd 2,OorJ _2,500 words (plus notes and
possible iilu:<tnlli"n:.;l, although much sh"rkr pil'l'(,:' ulsuitahle substance mav nlso be
~cCl'p(ablt,.;\~ nre items of'informat.inn cIJIl('(,rning museums. local sociul.ics und purtic
ul;1), projects beiuu undertaken.

To fli,r>ti.st the work oftho Editor find lb, prfnn-rx pl(,asc ensure that contrill\lti"n~,ll"l'

clenrly typewritten, "'1 PI'" sid,' "ruw paper Dill:,:, wiLh double spncing nnd :ull'qlla(l,
margins, and also, as f:lI' :l,~ pn.~"ihk" that Uw jOllrnul"g style is followed on such 1Il;lttns
as the restrained u~(' ,,1'l''lpil:>1 ""tters, initial ,.;ingle r:ltlwl" than douhir; in',:"rl"d \"<Jlll
mas, llw writing O['1I1C, date th'-'s ',.g.: 1 ,July HW8, etc.

THE PEOPLE OF WOODBURY
IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY

Harold Fox

The prncucc «Llocalhistury is exdUng bccan-a- llwll' arc so many divora« nppnuu-h
l'~ III he followed, On,' approach is not to I'OCIIS nu Cl >;lugle place but to take n sd Pl"

sirnilur communities and to study' them 'lS:1 gl"(]U\l. This 11<1" obvious Hdvanlllg:e,,;
additional insigb ts come' From (Iw j'illding~ that .~ul'ial su-ucturc, or the 1"lJk (,1" ,1

place (physical sn-uctun-. IJr «cono.nic growth or decline Hr" broadly airuilru' within
thu chosen set of p!:l(:es: hyplJUle~cs are better tested in H brw' sample: if evidcncc
on a pariiculnr fucut Ol'hl'L' i~ Licking 1'01' one place the gnp mnv ill' 1-llicd, with eau
lion, h-om the shared ".~p(,rit'Il(t'.~ql"Uw others. In Devon "ne grol.ip which deserves
dl'tailt'd rr-soru-ch includes d\(J.~e smnll rondsidc bnrouj-bs such ;I~ Culytrm, Snuth
"ea I uj' C:hillington which arc so clmractcrist.ic of the county, nnl, only in their
rnedir-vn1 luryday., hut nlso in their yen I'" of rulnt.ivc decfine late-r 011 I At prcscntmv
own l't"(',ll'dl is on fishing along the south Devon ronst and U1l' fishil'g.f~rmers and
fishcrfolk 11'1,,, operated Irom such plucr-s ;1~ St.u-cross, Dawlisb Strnnd. Ringmure
Stnmd, H"Il"'"l(!H and Ol"C,~tOIl, a thnmr- which [chose fer my presidenli;t1 'lddl'l'.~H

to tll{) Devon History Society in 1rJf){;. The research will culminate in :I llHJlH!l-:l'uph
to he published in 189fl and, I hupc, t" Ill' rlwde widely avnilable in Devon.:' 1(1"111

deuserl her-e the findings would he so thin as to he positively emacialed s') instead I
wish to ex/xI/Id just. MW ,~cdi"l1 of the monograph which I" n cuse""tlllly 0(' till' pnrixh
Ill' Wnodbury in tip: L~\t"r Middle Ages. Woodbury, on tlu- Exe. I'c'alilres prominently
ill my work hecnust- 01' tl1(' survival of medieval tithe m-ruuut s vvhich give details of
lilhe" on fishing :\lld un ,l ).;....cur. rnnge of other act.ivitics ill which Lhe people of the
purish \\'cn: ',mgnged.:1Here I wish to bring nllnf th"~,, act.ivitics togothur (1S far n~

th" dl'l'l.llll('nts ullow,
T11I: titlw~ ofWoodbul'y wel',' gh"'ll t.n thl' Vica]"~ Choral o[ E;xelel' C~thedra] in

l'.:lJr•. The Vicars, nll'ely rich as i'\i\:I1<)I:l~ Ornw haH pointed out. were ferocious
tithl'l'~,: Very little escaped 1\H-'lll. TJwy look their lent.h of almost everything,
indtHlin),: honey, }VHX, apples, pc;,r" (bil.v produce, rl~h, Inbour nll(! trade 'p,-'r.~ol\al

tithe) liS well as grain, wool altd iil'l'stock "I'all kinds. They ndmj,-,i",U:n:d Ih.,ir tithe
collection \'t'l'," l,mcit'lllly: in 1424, 1'01' l'''''lIlple, then' was a purge· :lgiL!ll:-l ~',\'('rnl

re!uctantlil),e,p;ll'l'l''< It'~pecinll)' ,fohn Scordle), involving e"eOmlTlUllicllli"ll Hnd 11
case in the l'(:cI,-'~iilsticnl Court o[,Arc!Jes in Lood(ll1. Moreover, t1wy m<linUilwd ~nd

held (m to lh,-' m(l~1 dd.:liled financial account.'; ITliltin~ to their manage me III ort.he
pm'ish of W""dhtll·y. Tlw nccollnts are highly iJ)lt'l'P~lillg fl"Om the point ol"vi,'\v 0['
(hc expense:- o[ tI\(' Vicars, shedding light on (,,;khn,tilll1 0[' :-aint,s' days, [\Il1<:l"als
,HId Ilf.i1l'r aspeds 0[' spij'itunl lire and pnstol'1l1 ,::ll'(: Hl,re we nre more concpl'lWo]
with income for it is in UlI' pnrng]'aph~ C"ll('('I'ning llIonies received that Wc' I'ind
gre;lt lists of the nnmes oj' llll' pnl'i~hjpners of \\'oodbul'y arranged according tu the
Iyp'-,.~ of produce (or trade i Illl wl1 icll 1,I1';y pnid titlw. The on ly dlsHppoinlllwnt i.~ tll<'
Lld tlHlt no numes are gil'el] I" .~Iww the prOV(~lHmCeOru1l' gl';lill Ilnd wool collected
as lit-he. The (~n]"liest lll'C(llllll i.~ <l;Jt,n!l·101 and the la lest nll'dit'v;11 Ilne is from
1G07. TI1(' best run is in lilt' 1·12U"and 14;JOs.

We enn J,,:pn 'Hlr ()"plo)'~tion 01' tlw mnteriallives or the pl'npl(~ 01" Woodbul'y in
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l.he fifteent.h century by lookinr; at those who mnde ailivillg Frum t.hu produce of (II('
land. Given much time and patience all of the tit.hc:p;lycrs wOldd ht, profiled and
put 011 a scale uccording to the value and range of their payments. [ hnvo !lOt. nwd"
such nn nnnlysis but Lhope Ihut snmcunc locally will do so in the fUlu'"e, lnatcad j

sbnll select some sample names, beginning wit.h 'l'homas Huntbenr who \VH" own, .. 1"

of one of Uw lnrgust hertis of cattle in the parish. We know this because in almlJsl

overv yem- the Vicars Choral look a Cillf from hirn ti.e. he had at. least. tell cows ptu

dueing at least ten wlve>!), rnthcr than lcvving a sum of money known as 'trill" Lithe
(pnid by people' with ]('SS thnn ten calves). H' he was principnllv a beef produce I' his
IH~]"(I could have contained (It. ICHHt. tell cuws, ten cnlvos. t.('n yearlings. ten two-voa-.
olds nnd ten threc-ycar-nlds ISHy torf.y beast.s ill all, huving doduuted unirnnls culled
or died I, Thomas also kept. pigs, horses and geese, His furm was possibly at th..
plucc marked on the one- inch map as Houndheare {formcrly a detnchod part 01
Wnodhury pm-Ish though !lOW in Aylc.~hcal'e),'-' His cows would have been kept in
doses around t.he farmstead, the sheep and ,young heust.s heing allowed to roam on
the hili-lop (~ommons.l;Also Mound the farmhouse. no doubt, wcn-e 'I'homns's trees 1Jj'

apples and pears and his hives produuing huncy and wax: he wu.s tithed 'Ill all of
these. We IH\Vl' no precise details about the tithes o!" sheaves of indi vidual Woodburv
farmers but. we know Ihlll\ the hreuk-down nfcrops given in some ucccnmt.s thal. tlu
most import.ant crop was oats, followed by burley, wheat und legume~ in t.hat. order,'
In a survey of lhll nwnor ol"\Voodbul'}' made in 113213 one 0[' till' l:1I'1(('st ['arm holdiIJg,-<
NJIlsist.ed oj' 76 acre,: di vided into 21 ('ndo.~ed fkld,;. ideal fOI" pastornl mill1ugem"nt,
and had grnzing rigbt~ tell' 2() greut beaste: Hnc! ,Ill sheep on till' erHllllHI!lS,~'I'bnm;,~

Hunt-bear. (me hundnld yeal'.~ e11rl i(~r. COLI Id well havl' occupied a holding 01' this IYI"',
The sense of bucolic ubundnnce which ('Illl'rges I'rlJm ddnils 01' the lithe ]lnyml'nt~

ofThollla~ Hunt!H'ar doe,~ not apply t.o all of the parishioners, 111 the pl"ol'ill' 01'
Rkhnnl BOlld, lhe second rarllll'l' in my sample. uud a smallholdl)r, t.here is 'l C<>ll
lrust wit.h ![\lntbear in the \ll'I'Y numhel'ofentl'ie>\. which ,1I'e far fhH'r, and ,lis" in
lheir runge. [{ichunl owned cows whi~h in lllo~t yenl's gave birth to C~dVl'S hut w,'

know thnt. his herd was llollnrR(' be~<lUSl' he nlwa,v" pnid in calf tit.he ISI:<: :l}",~·,,1

Whl'n he died in H;H his final ohli~;at.ioll to the Iwnl-pl"e"sed Vienr_~ Chol'''! W,IS Ilis
s('cond·be"t. henst as a mortuary paymenl, and this was indeed n co\\', He paid tithe
nil (jcliry produce and nl"o 011 a myst.erious suhstunee whieh till" nu:ounts cnlled
~yrup\ts - ~"I1W IJllIl"d("'nl'~ (Concoction of eirl'~l" ;In<1 lW:lL'y j!{'rh;I[,.,:J:' I';jtlwl' becallse
nj' hi_~ lil-,'-n'('II' sl<lp' 01" Iwvnll~l' "I'lh,> 11(11'1]11;1[\' "I' his 1l\>ldlllg hl' did not have to
sllppl"llwnt lli~ r,lrm il1l'OIlH' 1,\' l;l!IO\l)'illg This di.~tillr:\li,ho-,,, him from tlw third
tit.!W-p;l\'l'r in our sllmplc, Ili<:h;lI'd Oll\l.'r. In IIlillly wnys hi:_ profill' is thHt of (1
slll;Jllh"jcl!'r ,11111 ~illlil<lr III I-\il'hilrd [l"nc!'s but tlllnt' i,~;\ si,:nificant. difrerencc'
h"<:llIlSl' 011 nl1l' O(T;l~i"ll Ill' I'"id tiilw <>11 '1 l"I'nft. Hl' "':os probably a pill't.-liml'
I,uild{'r nnd hP1Ig"I", 1nl' in 1,1:;~ \\T 1Jl",'( hilJl ;11-<,1;,1 in 1.lll' <leee'lmb t.his time as an
I:mplo,V'><, "rtlw Vic;ll's t'llOl';ll.l'Il).!;I:,:t'd in huildillg I':ork '.,n,ulld their indispensable
lilht, h'll'll :md in IlWIHIiIlg" Ill'd).!l'~ Jji" em";:, WI."'., I,,'pt. in;, .~1:1iI1l dose (pn's\lmably
glehe) l'I,nt"d ['1""111 tll" rhulTh: Ill' dot's \IIll ~l'l'lIl I." k!vp Imed pigs. 1(11' in one venr he
h;llllD I,UI':l piglet. 1""1" 1,1tienill!, 1'1"1111 1,Ill' Vic<lls Ilhi" 1'01'\11<1 have been a lillw nni
1I1;lllid'.elJ I'rom OlH' ]Jilri~hio,wr r.iWtl sold k\tk l" '1ll',I.!WI')

TI,e Illre\«st ;;r"\I)) "I' j)(")pk l'.ill"".I( dl\1' agl'il;ultulal hllld were Wuodhl\l"\,'S rnI'm
\\,ul'kl'l's: l)w IJII .. dil,,·:d Iwriod I'.--'.'S Ilr>l, ol;e "I' ~illlplt' ['ill1lil,v I'arming lW~Hll~e ~(lmc
L-'I']l\S I\'«rl: brg" "'\[Higl1 t'IIl"'.,d 1.11<,' [ah'.".,r orwol'!I,,,,s fl'om oulside lhe fnmilv
while t:\'l'll;\ r"bli\'L,ly .~In:lll l;\I"In 111i1;I]I, l'l'Wllt'O' e:\ll"i\ ha[]d~ j'l'um time to time_ On~

individual who paid tithe on his labour fairly regularly f'r'J!ll l'I:32 into the late
1'140s was Hobcr-t Colicr. his ycurly sum declining su'nrlil:' over t.his period pcrhaps
hr-r.rusu hi~ wngt'>' were railing ilS he nppronclu-d old Itgl,. Another, a little earlier,
W,l,~ Hl'IH\' .Iao.b \\'111.\ \\':J~ l'l'g'ulal'l,v \.l(.Jll'd o» his I«/'I)l.ll" bul who nlso occnsinnnlly
paid '!Il produce. us 111 .I'I:),l when Ill' cont.ributed -ld on his wool, a tenth of the
vnl ue pf till' 11L'l'n'~ nl' 1'('1"11<1 I)~ ;1111'111 it'll -~h(:(')J wh ic.h m-ohuhly ran on the commons.
TIH'~l'1.w" nu-n wen: lnng-tr-rrn IT>,ilknt lnbouror., in the pm-ish and almost. cert.amly
ocr-upicd coungcs with litt.h- or no agrindtl\r,d land, Other labourers W[~I"(~ sons liv
ing in t.hmr pnrr-nt.s' humus hill "'''rking elsewhere in the parish, such as .Iohn
!--lopping-.iunior wl1l1 paid lithe on his work ill L'I~.'l, ln contrnst to the settled labour
el",~ was .John Mupe wllo !J;lid litho: 'Ill labour in only one year ([4:l21 and who bore a
surnumv which W,l~ not nssociatcd with any 01' the farming Fnmilics in the parish,
TheH' t\\'n ~m,lll rlues - b.is !'r;msicn<X' ;Hlrlllis alien nnmc. atrnngly suggest that he
"';IS;1 ,voting immi"I';lllt ~(~r'l'ln! ill hushundrv, arriving in the pm-ish For n year's liv ..
inr;-in S('I'I-';Cl: then I'.'nving fnr 1I I.t,'m d:,"I',-hl're, ns W(lS common pructice in the
i\1iddlrJ Ages...\n"Uwl' ol"t,his t,YIW is n'cordl'd in the account for 14il2 under the sim
pk' I\~,nll' efT'hillipux' the ar-cuuntnnt "itlH~l did not know his surname or WHS not
hutbcrer! to rccorct it IW("Hl:W l'hilip had no fumily in the parish. The sources for
W,,,,dhury do not. IW"11I i l. :111 "stim,ltl~ «f the rcluti vc importance of cottage and small
holding hh'l(lI'('1">\ Oil tlw OIW hand i(lld li'Jlllg-ill sel'V~Ul!.s ill husbandry on tht' other
:ilthilllgh ~rlld i"s (If OliVeI' J:l<IllOI"S III l)(,V<)), s\lf.'J~est that t.he balance WH" Upped one
way "I' lhl' nllwl" by sucll ['adcll'~ <IS lll(] si7.<J of fill'ms, their degree of remoteness [lnd
lhe lype "I' ['armillg whicli was pI'i,di,~ed,l<'

'I'll<' ridl and cOlllplt'x "oci,lI 1nhric .. f Wnodhury ineludcd other type:>. PH~ser~ ..by
l,~'ell more tl',lIlS;('llt lhan Maw, 1.11t: servnnt. are recorded in the accounts: the
·.~ln1llg"'I' \\'Olll<lll' wl\\1 tlil'd whill' pnssillg through t.he parish in l440 Hnd rrom
whom lhe Vlt'l1'~ jOi,k ;1 pnt ;1;'; H mortuary payment and the occn:>ional labourers
\l'h" paid j"r:l ~":ls'll1';'; WCll'k (1nlI', pr"hilbly Iwrvest. workers. When collecting pel"
,~<lll<11 titl\l'.~ Ull' ;,('('llun!<Lnt u"(lall~' distingUlshe:, between 'laboul" (discussed above)
'lnd '('nll't' fur.~I, but in I.h(: majol'ity llrCHS()S!ll' t<lntalizingly fails to nole the nature
of t,lle' ~r,ln, 'l'l1(' \'(,i1 is "('Cll~;ClIl<dly lirted, ,~ol\ldimes through t.he S\lrnnme of an
individunl (although use o!" SLII'lWlIlb to di~("v,_',' occupations is an uncertain proce
dure by lhe fifteenth century!. so Hut _Jolu\ ~mith and Thomas lJeliner who paid Ill!'
llwir craft in 14;):; 1'01' exftmple may 1H1\il' hCPIl n'slwctively n ~mit.b nnd n roofel". A
few people wt're ti'thed' I'or comwerce'. nlthough what WIlS lwing sold, nnd on whnt.
basis, is unclear. The accelllnt till' 1,[<ID fill" once give~ n good [k(ll away: t.he people
tithed on cral't in that ,ven\' have s<'i.~so)' it.nilorJ writ/I'n af'h~l' t.heir SlU'nanws, sug'
gesting that a Rood number of the unspecified craf'tsm('J) n:lIlwd in t'arlier accounts
wert' also occupied in ~onw brnneh of t.he c10lh induslry, a~ Onl' \\'D\dd l'x]Jl'el in enst
Devon, One other little indiculion of a lextile industry i~ in tlll' ,In'nunl flll'l·]:3;)
when four individuals (includin~ two women) bought lip tIll' wlwll' 'if till' lit Ill' o!"
wool of the pari>,h. The individuals toncel'ned ill thiH tl'C\I\S~,cl;[)ll wefl' J~lrgl'r fann
er~ ior their wives) wit.h cnpilal to spure. lvIight they hnvl' bel'n ellg"gl'd III I'ulting
out. wool t.o t.he spinners and spinsters 01'lhe parish'! t\ fin;-tI ('l'l'IlpMi"n mentjoned
in t.be aecount.s is t.hat. of'butcher. Gnlzier-bulcher would bt.,,, b«llel' It')'m. j'or thc~l'

men owned herds pastured, in all probability, on t.he rich wat[-,r-~;d(, p"st.urt:~ ofthl'
pm'ish, Such men would huve sold meab at the active m,,;)l-markel (J[ I';xd"r ,1'Hl
alsll locally in their own parish. these last. transactions b"illg tillll'd by the' Vil:al"s_
In sum, Woodbury was to a degree commercializod in the IiflN,nt.h cl,ntlll'y nnd this



all,\' small hut the total catch ["'01\1 Wondburv sh"I"]S W,lS sig'nificnnt, much of it.
going no douht to Exeter which, ns Mru-yaunc- lvnwnlcski hax ;<hown, wns a notable
I"distrihuri\'" cuntro in the fiah tr-ade, Fruqiu-nted hv t.rudcrs wh(, then Hold on this
cheap "lid uscfuI Iouds tuff inland within DL"'[lJ1 and a~ 1'1I1" af'ield as eastern
SOll\('l"seL 1 I Moreover, technical expurtisv wns clcru-fy '11l,,,,l(ly in plan' and sons
were k,ll'l\iJ1f~ the crnft by working alongside l.lwir fMherH. The stage "'"..; set. a-,

,,1~ew\wl'<' ;\Ion,; tile Hout.h Devon cnast.line, for ,In even greater expansion in fishing"
t""':1\'(18 tlw r-ud of the fifteenth century and the beginning" of the xixteenth.

Engl:ll1u i~ trulv fortunate in huving 11 ,,1",-'111. wealth and range of' aource mntcriuls
[elling of the ~_ocil\\ und economic Idie <if lhe medieval countryside, Detailed mnnoriul
occouuts nlluw reconstructions (If 1I1'; farm i1\:::' practised bv lords, as done by Finlwrg
tor the cst.ute 0[' Tnvislnrk /\11I1('y.l.-, Mnll.,ri:11 court rolls allow us to see. although
usually rather f1eetingly. ,1 gTl'HI I'angl' of r-ural people. down to tbc level nf the
medieval labourers and S('l"\'Hll!8 nb"llt whom I have written in another place in a
sturlv of Asbwator, Stokcnbnm ,111(\ Sidhul'\,.11\ The ti thc accounts of Wondburv
belong t.o a much rnrc]" dns~ 01' l'vit!"nc(, :ll1rl arc rcrruu-kuhle not only for lelling us
something otuic types ofrnrming prnct.isud I,y orclinurv fut-mers hut nlsu lill" giving
U8 what. seem t.o be Faij-lv t'(\n1pn·hL'1l"ive profiles year hy year 01' ;" I";\ng>] 01' \looupa·
t,ion" in n medieval pnri"h,
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'tells us something abol.l t. 1.11'_' "ql,ilislicatioll of the lato medievalr.,eOlj['mv· IL
[ have left to Uw L'nd till' (,x('cpliOlUI detail which the uceount.s Providt: ;lh,,"1 lish.

ing, i\ var-iety of' >'(l\llTl'S ll,11 "r the valuable medieval fishct-ins of tlu- south Devon
coust but rarely cl" \\'l' conu- fat" to he" with the fishers themselves as I',,, do in t.hc
documents 1'01" Wo"dhuI'Y. Th" illf"nllalion comes in the form nfcnsh payments: l(lI'
exnmp!e, '(id. from .Iuhu Lucns for lith•., of Fish' in 1428. This sum almost ccrtninly
represents uno-tenth "fthe value "I .Iohn'< catch in that. year, SOl we cnu say that he
(~a\lght fish worth (;Ilr!., i.r.. "~So ::>o111e payments ,\I'() 111,ld1' hy a '1'IIII ..d individual 'and
his associates' I ('//111 -"J('u.~ sUl.~ I indicnting that PL"lpll' flxhed ill tc.uns. a team of six
being mentioned in 14:1·[; we read of family team" ;1~ in 14:::: when Ru-hard Maystur
and his wife pnid tithe on Fish and nlso 01' team" ill ",llIl'l111wl'" were people who
"",1"'] not dO:-;I,'ly rotated.

W.]I"" lIw 1H'llpk who paid lithe on fish I'ir~t and li'I·l'm,,~.l fi"h"n; 01' WNe they pri
m;ll'ily l'm'iII"I"~ who supplemented did and income hy I'i~l)ir,g'.' 'I'ypicul WIlH .Iohn
Mart.in wlHl fi~lwd frcqnuntly and whose l\gl"icult.lIl·~il prufik- suggests thnt he wn.~

IIw 1,I'pl' IJI' fal'llH'1" cle;;nihed as a smallholder cm-lir-r in tbis paper; In gene!",ll (,ll('
lit Ill' p.wmcnts oil I'i~hing were very small individunllv, which tells us that t.bis wns
,I supplvuu-ntmv cmplovrncnt even for smullholtlers. 1"01" nxamp!e, in no year did
,John :Vhl rt ill pay mon" than 2ad. as tithe on fish and the averngo vcnrly valuo of his
1',\\'I11<;llt was l7d. The IlVI'I";lgC '-';IIl\<; (11' hi;.; l'dlch was llwl"efore 170d. 01' 14H, \\'1'
know t.hat in some years lw had i\("!']H:,l thr.'(' c"w,;, the dairy produce from whil"!l
clluld have been ,;old filr around 1Ds, [t" wc ~dY, j,OI' the sake Ill'argul1wnt, Uwt he hml
4 aeres under crops, and thnt. th\'s,' \\'l'H' ~OWI\ leu'gely with Imt8, with Home whe'l1.
(aH the neeounb indicate), the total \',lln(' Ilftlw CI'Up would hnve heen oft.he ol'del' Df
50s. at t.lll' very least. Theso an' lH'n'~sll'il,\' cnll],. cHlculnt.ion ..; hecnu,.;c they do 'lOt
take ll11' ['amily's tlll1HlllllptiDn in t" :l(:""IIDL Thl:.v ,1" i1<:verlheless indieatl' tl1;,1t. ,J"hn
i\Iartin'" lishing was a relalivl'ly min,,)' uccllpal_ion, th0\1~11 110 d'lll!'l;1 llsd'ul alld
necessal'Y OIW, It. i8 notnble th,lt tlw largest rarnwl's, such ,1"Tli"!11;I:-; HU\1t1\'''\l" 01'
thl' I'ich gmzi(,r-Illlkhet's. never f'iHlwd lwenll"e Uw,v did \lot 11l"'d I.h<.' sllUlIl ,'xtra
ill\'onw which, 1'01" t.hiH n~ 1'<11' other hy,employnwntH gencrnlly, "Iwour:l!--,,,'d mel\ ~lI<:h

as .khn ;vlarlin l" (,Ilgagc ill fishing.
In t.lw 1,l~ll.~ arid [,rH),; rl~hing from Woodbur,Y Hhon's was in g\'lwral ,1 l>y-t'lll\-,II'Y'

ment. nmnnj-: ~ln<lllh"ld,·I',-'; living in the ruml HL'lllenwnt.s sent.(.,>rpd OV"I' th,_' fH~" oi'
the parish Vor "X'1l\lple ..Iohn .'3cor('he, who fished, is Haid to h.wl: livl:d Ilt'ar
I-Iog"ti!mlOk l',um. :3 l\\iIL'~ (1'0111 lhe Exe whill' t'ishing",farlller .j"hn We~teot.e lived
eitlwr nll'ij"h;1VP" or;l! P"~llHke, 2 and 1'-:' miles respedively from the tihnre. 1:! An
obscure n'I'I'l"l>n(,,, ill l .. t~IC, (0;1 '['ish houHe' or 'I'i,.;hing 11OuHe' HonH'where on
Woodbul':/s ~h"n,lilw pnJll"hlv l'dat.ed t.o n "t.I"uet.up' li>l' till' ""fe keeping of nds,
Halt. bal'l'eJ~ ;Illd ~""n. Fl"Ilm 1fi(iij thl'l'c is ,I r'.'l'-'I"l'I1(" l(J building,; on the shore IWllr
Nut-well in \\'uodhul"y. Tlwy are enlled '[~['Ii,\r.~· - (ll\' '-'''11,,1 U('\'onshirc vemacular I(ll'
n .~horcside MOl'uge hul, a lerm which h'lS "in';] I'i,"'-' 1.(1 pl<lc,.-llill1WH sueh a,; Coombe
(-:"Ilnr..; 1'1] the Teign, SlllpllJll CdlnrH. :11HI 1"')',<11' Beileh in Newton Venel's.!"
WoodI1l1IT';: lit.he C1ccountH do nol givo mu"h lllOj"[' r!1.'t<'I'tl ;l[,,,ul the linkngc,~ between
farming sett.lemenl.~ inland and cellar sett!l'llll'nh IJIl thl'~h"I'l': in tlw monograph
rt'!i'I"I".'d tu in m,v introduction paragraph thl'~" g:lpS will hl' l"i'lied. wit.h snnw conli
delle.,. fn.m ot.hor placeH which hllw t.ypes "rhisll>l'iI';d~"lIlTe IHllkrinlH lneking I"l'
W,,,,dl'lll)'.

III ll\i' 14:.!OH <lnd l'l:lOs the wHterH of t.he Ex!' were important 1'01" enril'hing lh,]
live~ "I' th(, l'i~hing·l'arnwl''; in ,1 small way, The size 01' individuul ca(dw~ '1',1:"' gl'lil.'l"-
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Autton, A 'TI1'] t"(JI'J-;otten boroughs of Devon', M./\. di,:s('rtaU'll1, Ilept. of
[~nl--(Ii"h L,,(;nll'Ii~t(Jry,Unil"-'l'sity nl'Leiccster, 1988,
,lkdil.·I"1! [,i"h,'n <Uld l'ishili/{ ((lOll/{ the South f)n"m (',m."'/, (J S,//ldv ill .';",'irtf
wld S,'III"/lrcllI [{(,'lIOn', I(lrthcoming,
l'~~l'kr (';llhedl'al I,ihr:lrY m.C,L,), a;lfi1-(-iH, 222il4, 2221->0·1. 1 have not ref,:]"·
('\1{'cd indi\'i(]l\"" dO('\lllI<'n1-,; ift.he date iH clear fhm1lTl'y text, Prof'il(~s ol"individ·
\1<11" an' 1"18,,<1 Dl' n'l\ :lccounl" Ihllll UW 1420H and H:-lOs and are drawn t'I'om a
(i;lt,l-bl1~(' ldndlv mild" 1'01' nw by Kenneth Smith !If LeiceHter, Exet.er Cathedml
Libl":n'\' ,11"u has a fine Hel"ie~ 01' lithe H<XOlH1h 1llmlt, on helwlt' of the Dean and
Ch:\]Jtel", For t.illw accounts in ,'-''-'1]']1'<11 ~,"e P. H"'llh, Jledi('('ul Clericul Accoullts
1St Anlhony'H Hull Publications :~H. I\lfi'ji dud ItN. :'1w;<l1son. 'Economic change
:Ind Hpiritual prlJlilH: l'e(eipls fn\111 t!w l"'l"uli']l"jlll'i~dictionoft.he Peak Di8trid
ill lhe f'IJll\'leC'l\th century', in Hog"r~. N.. "l! J~IIr-:/((lId ill thc fiwrkCllth (.'ell/lII:v,
Staml(II'd, 199:J, pp.I'i'1-9!),
01'111(', N. 'The ml'dievnl dergy Ill' I';~dl'r ('lItl1"(\1'n) l. t.he vienl"" and illlllUel
la I'S', Uq)(Jr/,~ ((/Id 'l'mll."((di(J!1s oj' / hr,' f)I'I'lI! ,,11 il'<' ih".(wju! ill/! t [~'\ I t D~l), pp.m)·
~)]

TI1(' ,.;upposition is hnsed upon hi~ nllnw and I have some dOllb[,~ <I't>uullt.
Sh' Fox, 1-1.8,A, 'Fnnning !Jl",,(·tice nnd leehniques: Devon and ('01"11\";111', HI
:Vlil],.r, Eo< eel. Thi' Aiinlr((lJ1 /lis/ory or li:nf--{lrurd (lilt! j.Va/es, 3, /,Ut'<· /.'j()O,

C;lmhrid"t" l~I~JL, pp,:)l!-j-~I.

1':,C,L. ililf:>I;,:,:'\(il, :rlfifj.
PR,n, Eo :31 ~,i:{"'::'.

PerhapH Lhi~ j" UIl pad.v rt'ii.'\"('llCl' to stillliquot', a cider spirit like (';,ll'f,do.~. See
St.alleti, n, The Old F[II"III, EXt'LN, 19~1O, pp.70-1,
See t.he ]lapel' l'e("\'J'l"l'd t" in IWb, I (,lwlow,
Dver, C. LOI"{!s (1I1<11','{I"(JlII,~ ill (I Ch((lWillg Sor'!etv, Cnmbridgl'. 1f108, p,iHD,
'rJ\el'l' had been" hTnf,1I h,,\'(,ur-;h ,,1 \\,",l(lbul"y: thot;gh in son~ d<'(':\y by t.he fif"
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tecnth century bUl'l{:'lg(' plllt.~ r prubahly empty! continued to be ruon tinned in
later surveys: Ben;sfiwd, M. and Fiuberg, H.P.It English ,1;[cdiel'al !3ol"(mg!ls: (I

Horui-list, Newlon Abhot., Un:l, p.lOl; PRO. K :1lG/38G: Devon Record oev..
34tiM/iVT/26'1. Local historians living near Woodburv need to try to identify nu.
borough on t.hr- ground. with Lll<, help of the lust or-these surveys; the tithe' map
gives som.., clues.
Brighouse, I/\\,. 1,~'()()dbUlY," Fit'w (hJlII the Beacon, Woodhury, 1981, p.5~) The
accounts do not normally give t.hc residences of the tithe payers; the -lohn
wostcotes are exceptions because there Wl'I'C two men of that name.
KCL. 3370: Devon Record Office, Dynhnm survey. 1566, I am verv grateful to'
Bob Tulley ofWembury for telling me, after the' lecture. about Cellar Bench in
Newton Fer-ret-s.
Knwulc ski, M. Local j'vIarlwts and R";.;irillf/! Trade ill M',<!I"ual Exeter,
Cambridge, 1995, pp.307-21.
Fmberg, H.P,R. Tauislock Abbe,V, Camhridpc, 1D"l , pp .•"l6-15H.
Fox, H,S,A, 'Ser-vants, cottagcrs and tied clllLug:es rlul'illg the later middle ages:
towards II regionnl dimension', Iturot lIi,~ll)ry f) (199:\ I, pp. l -:JO.

s

THE PORTERS OF OLD BLUNDELI1S.

'1~H.C. Noon

Peter Blundell set up one of the greatest ,~eh[Jols ill I~nglulld and by fur the greatest
west of Winchcstur and Eton find 1"01' it~ first ~S(J vears it survived nnd flourished
thanks to the grand endowment he bequt'Hllwtl it. He provicled £2,100 to build his
"d1001 and the great wall surrounding it. He provided income from his estates at
Prnwle for the salaries of the Mnsit'l' '1I\d the Usher and [or the endowment of four
scholurships, two at Bnlliol and ilvo at Sldney Sussex and he nominated 27 feoffees to
over."l'l' hi." ~J'l'nl work. 'rho teoffoos did their work wel l and the income steadily
increased nnd in 1695, at t!J(,il' annual meeting on or near St Peter's Day they felt able
to come to all important dcctstou. 'that three of our number doe henceforth djrect. nnd
agree 101' yo building of a Porter Lodge att ye Schoole Greene gate, ye COst to be p'd bv
our treasurer by YC Old,)!" of any two of them and such person to oco nppnint erl pint er
there as they "hall think fitt'. This was in the same decade as the founding oftho Bank
of England and onc may he forgiven for thinking the Porter of Blundl'll's till' IllOP,

sound institut.ion.
The cost of building the lodge IV(IS duly entered in the Great Ac~ounl Book which

records every expense from 1610 to recent days. In 16D7 was paid 'fill' Imilding ye chim
ney in ye Lodge fifteen shifungs, for 22 rope of stone work in ye ](J[lge at 2s od a rope £:1
15s Od, 1<))' cleaning the foundation 5s Od, for work about the other- part of Lilt' Lodge £G
10s Od'. All was prepared for till' nppoinl.ing of the first of the porters of Blundell's
which must have happened at Ill' about St Pel.er's Day 1698, for the Great Account
Book records in ,J!lllUary Hi9!J 'pd lIw pllJ'll'l' vvm's salary due last Chr-istmas'. In
1700 we lern-u his name when the feoffue s.' Book uf Orders records 'that Erlward
German the porter have '10 shilling,~ ,warly salary paid him until further order and one
porter's gowne and staffe Io be made use of in public occasions only, but not yearly', (i.o.

nol a new gown every yearI The snlavy was \"ti:<cd to \:2 LOs Od in 170~3. In 1701 the
accounts reveal that the gown cost f2 ks (id ill cloth und trimmings and 10 shillings to
make. Nothing but the best was grllld cnollgh lcu- the porter of Peter Blundcll's Free
Grammar School in 'I'ivsn-ton. He had a new gown in (71)9 and then a new one ever)'
three years,

No mention is mnde nbnut what he did to earn his glorious raiment. But in 1099 the
fl'ofkc'" onlt'!'l,tl that. .t::l 2s Od be spent on 'boards for the porter', which presumably
were boards II1 alul into the walls at the gate to keep out the water when the Lowmnn
nOOlll'd its bnnk.s No doubt Erlward German wore his gown to gral'l' feollees' merting."
untl to heud the processions to St Peter's Church, though we t!" 1l1)1Iw\'e exact dctnils
"I' these ovcuts until the time ofWillinm Pottingham.

After German died in 1722 the feoffees ordered 'that Daniel! Vanstono 111' chosen
porter in V(' room of Edwnrd .Iermuu deceased' and to have 'a C;OWI1l' nnd sni.uv of the. .
tormor porter". '["01' his gown 1:2 and ~{year's salarvEl Ss Od'. llis rdgn lasted until
1750 .md dw accounts reveal a few details of his job. In 1725 he wus fJ:\id :1 little 'O:\tnt
l;,lI' 'keeping limp Hlld slates'. In 1729 we have the nrst c1enr cl))1nertiol1 1J",tw"E'n porters
and clocks 11;; he was !Jaid 6s ad for 'keeping the Clock for 15 months'. In 17:j·( lw wu.s
given od to buy rope, 2s Gd fot' 'horsehil'c to Taunton to meet the 1\b"tel" {Samuel
\Ve;;ley the brother of .Jollll \\\'sley). [n the same .venr he wus given one shilling f<JI'



'cleaning the ncccssury house', Sd for slVeeping the Gn'"n 'lIld hel 1,,1' "i"aning a stabto
door. In his tunc there I'; reference to 'the Porter's gardl'n' so 11" must h<\\'o: had a slml'I'
of tIle 1'lnd to the reru- of the school.

Vansll>no: wns succecdr«l by Willimn Pott.ingluun who reigned until hi" death in l711(;.
I'Ie was engl\w~d on the same terms: 'tn huve a G(l\VI\e and sHlnry ofour fer-mer portr-r'.
In 17:3G there was a clear order by the f(,on<c(~,,; ,dl(lut the care of the gate. 'Aln jl;ll'L'! illg
nf tho Feoffees of Mr Peter munrkll's 1"I\,d \IS('S in Tivertun 011 Mondav the 'Fwontv I"II'sl
day of,June 011(, Thousand Seven Hundred and [,'j fly Six at the sellO(;1 llwn' l)('inl~ pn-.
sent (I 'majority of lilt:' Feoffee». \Ve n'l'("lHtH,nd it to MI' Daddo (the Ma;;ler) und Mr
Athertnn (the UHh(,rj and the M'l.~(l'l'~ n,r the lime heing that they suffer none "j" llll'
SdHllurs to go without the Gate or (Ill' Sl'llO,,1 with"llt the express permission "I' them
01' one of them'. In 1791 this ol'der k,d t" be l'einforcu! und the feoffccs 'Orrlered that
the g~'ll{'ral direction of the Gates shall be with the Upper Mastor whllnlClV urder them
tuhe opened and sb utt whon he think propel' hut Lhat bnLh [IH: UPP~';' and Un de]'
Master bu ~e!J<.lml<.d.v at liberty to give leave 10 any boy \VIm hn;1H1~ in their respective
Houses to g" (l'.lt, Oil ApplitHtion of their friends ...'

Also in P"ttjll~lwlH'" timr- the records of'tho St Peter's Day gat.herings tor' former
pupils begin. They remrd till' orderof'the pr-ocession which fnrl11{,d up rm tilt' (:recn in
Front of the Old ~d)lJ"I, went up Bampton St.reet and turned 1t,I't (I, SI. I'Pl"/" Church.
First cnmo the porter ill l]j,~ g'OWll and staff tipped with silver, then marched the schol
at's, junior., first, seni"r" lust. They w~l"e followed by the Master and the Usher, a baml
ofmu;;ic led the Old Boys und t.he l<cofrees, Tlw pn~<ldH;I' and the president of the fe!l~t

came next Hnd the whole was t'(Jllndl'(1 oll"lJ'y lilt' ~l(""·'\I'd" ofUw feast. with their wl\nu~

of q['fite Pottingham died on 10 April 1::<7ti mId wn;; ;;Llc,\~('ded tempornrilv by his wifr,
Mu!")' 11'1\(> pOl'lel'ed until 20 ,June. Tlll'v 11111;<\ hHve hN'\l a pO]Julnr couple" be~ause th\"
Old Ilny" voted her a weekl.v honorariulll Ill";] ,~hi![jllg' l'vel"',' year until hel" dcnth.

TIlt' fil'>Jt.thl'ee pOlterH hnd ;;et n ITI]l'll'kflhlt, ,_'x'\lI\pl,:ol'HteadilwHs, TIll' three 01'
t\wm had I'eigned in the lodge for over ninety y(,r,I''' and lilt' llext two, Ht'wkiall \-Val"r0n
imrJ \;"orW Follnnd conlinued the pnttl"rI1, Hez!,ldah W;",,'ell had a new gown in liJlliJ,
hut se,'m,; to have lost the privilege or eu~h in lieu everv three \'"ar.~. 1'11'] nmlel'iuls !(Il"
the gown w,'re purchased ('roll1 I-INIl)' Dun;;ford n\ld CE;S! the gl'l'at ~'1Il1 'It" 1.>IIOs ;jd,'
about thirteen ,,",'d;;;;' wage.~ I,,\" ,HI ,\g:l'icullurnllabourer :md it \\'a,~ ,11,1([0 'IP I,r b~lHc

Manley at the e.xtl';! t'ust. or 1Os od, Otherwise he continned to J"ec('iq, £::: l(js llt! ';[\Ilual
l,v. He got extra p,\~'m('l1ls, (';;~'eci;lll." for coping with nood and IWiltlll'l', !n 1<'109 h" got
lGs Od f(Jl' 'deaning ye ~l'ho,,[ alld t'or charcoal to dry ye Hume' Hmi ;,~ Od in 1:-\l() 'l<iI'
~'h<1lu'lll fCll' dl'yin" ,\'l' ,~d,,)[)j a!'t!'I' tht' W,1 le!" bL'ing ill'. In lilt:! Ill' \\',1" jlrlid '!I'l' t'hnl'l:c"l1
and labour for drying Vt: Sd1DDj ,h' ~1l0W hnving drif1:ed through t.he m"r', 1'"l"lHlpS Ill'
was al;;() paid for the tiLl'('ol'the tl"dc hut the :u:co\lnh do not SilY so, ['Iezekiah Warren
how(~ver eHused till' (!lIl,V blot in the ma,ie;;tic story of t.h(, pOlters of Pelel' Blundell's
Free Gl'anHTInr School: in 1817 he was "!Ii(l\ll<lll[,- :;;lc!lI,d '1lkr t.hil't.v-one wars' ser.
vice, 1'11<, l'eofTN);;' minutes of June 1817 '[)rllt'I'o],! 'lh,\t tl", pol"t,{~r 11(' i"mmc(iiatel.\, diH
dl<ll'g"d fr(llll lli;; oflke in con,;equence of COIllI'I;l i\lt~ [llad •., :lgllin,;t him I'm' misconduct
'111d lh'll he t(uitlhe hOUH(~ by the nr"t of i\lIgll~[ next', .soll\(,what ;;\lq)1"i~ingl.\! t.heir
minules o!'IS20 onlerl'd 'thnt Hezekinh WnlH'n lw p~lid UO lin' the expen;;e he 'VHS at
in \'rcctin~' 'llld impl'oving the huildings Ht till' P'JI'ter's Lm[g,,' If Warren hHd reallv
~I)Pnt UIl (ll' lllnre on improving the eomt(lI't illl(l cOl\venit'Jlce or the lodg(~ he ;;ul"t'I)'
mll~t hnw, h,ld:l highel' income thnn ~210.~ Od a ,V~)HI'. One WIJlltlel'H ifUwre Wil~ n trn
ditilln:d !i'l: [f,l' tile Porter to Openlte the ~ntt's.

Warren was s\lc(~'eded hv the ~n';lt Ceorge I<'olland, who took 0\'1'1' ill St'pt,l,mlwr
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1817, with a nO)\\' gnwn wbicb c",~t efi 4s ;1<1, gorgellus raiment illd<'l'd when all agricul
turalInbourur l':Ll"lwd ,:iglll ;;hilling" a week, Wt' know more nbout (:,'oq;C 1,'"ILlI1d nnd
his wife Mrn-y thnn ahout unv ullwr porter. The Chancery casr- whi('h l'ndpd ill IS47
and which led to Ill(' r-xpulsion (,I' the boarder» sot otf'a wave or nl,~t:llgi" 1',,]" Lhc 'good
old day,;' su that it ~l'l'lIl"- cvt-ry uuunont of the t,<;:lOs and HHOs w,"~ [.I't"':'<\lI\ ,(I. \VI'even
know George's nicknnme: 'Old ('op', The polite explanat.iun for thi~ shhriqlld is tb"t it
refers to the coppr-rf IH,d l'('''h 11(' \V(.,.e when thl'I'e were floods, hut the relevance of the
name WHS reinfr!lT"d !H'c-Hllse Old Cop liked a drop of ale or spu-its. This predilection
must have been lu.hind the Ieuffees' minute or 18a(-, Lhnf. Ilu- 'porter have notice given to
him b,v our Clerk to give IIp any concern i\l th« ;;al(~ nt spu-ituous liquors directly or
indirectly "" (,I" before the 24th of .Iunc nexi :1~ hl.'i I1g incorupatiblc with his present ;;it.·
uuuun' ['"Ibud needed more warning Hintl' in 1,":n it 11':1'; nu nutcd 'that. in case George
Foltnnd shall renew his licence to sdi beer :\11\\ "pinllwu;; liquors he cease to cnntmue
[" hold the »iruation ofporter from that dnv ~llJd thelllle immediately give up posses
~i"ll 1,1' till' porter's lodge and lhat the Heudmnstui- be requested to supply the place of
(1)" said porter pro tempore until the next )llr,etillg "I the 'l'vustucs'. The question still
]'"nkl"d :l'~ :li't,,,· Follund died in Feln-uarv lfH.G the tcolrccs declared '1\0 porter :,11(111
every hcrcufter (tiredly 1Jl' indirectly hnvc any interest in allY Inn Ill' 1\I,oIlO(ls', 0" be
concerned therein, nnd th~\l UIO~ li"rtl'l" shall have [I IlCW gown'. Cleurlv dUw' [<'"Ihnt!
got away with murder Ill' (·Iw p(]rttrship of Bhmddl';; was more valu;\ll!t, thnl1;\ liquor
lmsilWf'S,

After 1~29 lIll' job b('C;lIlW l'lll,ll'r, In tlUlt yeul' heating was insw!led ror !h" lirsltime
in the ;;ehoolrool11s. It i~ ;1 i'pbl,ring thOll,ght th<1t for the school's first ~2;) ,\-''':lI'S then'
hud been no heat.ing wh:,ts"l:l'l'r in lht'''l' rooms. r"olland now had to light the sLrJVe,~

and was paid n sepnrntr .~\llll lo do s[, Al tir.4 he eont.nH:h:d to buy lh" conI and in 1829
was ]laid Cll Is 1d iI,r "ht:lillillg tbe ruel, kindling wood and !<l!'li1;!lling the stovcs. In
18aO this rose t.o 1:14 :J;; f)(], B.v no\\' 11(' was al~" Iwillg 1I,lid U [.'Is ~(] 1(J!' obtnining oil
t'or (,he lnmp at llw gute ,1ud elenlling it on to!, "I' hi;; lr;ldili"n,d ,~alal'y of £2 IO~ Od,
l\ncll(II1l;Cd ~.;illn' L7U:l From I g:Ja 1](' wns al,;o l'i'l"lllarlv Iwid U '2s Od for I .... indillg the
cl['l·k. In spit(, "~I' the fuss ahout. liqum' his ~Hl[\lY IIl<'n'[\~c'd t" £:2 lfis Od in 1841, It,
~l't"m.~ to<, tll'll [I" lud developed n piggery in onC' I,f lilt' !!llll,!!i Id ing;; n;; nft"r hi;; death
till' 1i.'nIT('l's d"elut'('d that th(~ huilding he had u~l'd ,l~ :, piggl,ry he handed ovel' to the
u»l]['l". J[I 11'01 Ill<' ~I,'collnts reveal a t,ypimllist "I p,WII1l:nts to him: ;;ulal'y £2 1:3" Od.
windillg till: clod; re' 2s {Jtt t"or lighting the ,~low ;\l1d de:llling the lump 1>11 f):-; Od unci
1')1' l'XlI'a dl,~\nillg ;\'-,'-"eiated wilh Uw huildingofthe new bullreH;;e" £1 I ~ Od,!1l t~H:1

,1 I\ew clock waH il\Hln[lt't! hut lw W,\~ not. g-il'(,n t:lwjob of looking aller it." ,\ Sal\1uel
Dihhle tendeu it and n new g",,; lighl. W'l;; •. ,,.eckd ut the gale.

i\-Iary ]i'ullalld also conll'ih\l",d to till: [.'"lland coffers, In those dny;; hl'ildma"!l:r,,
tendod to stllrve their bom-ders in th,." i\lt"I'~'''ts or pro lit and there is plenty HI' n'idt'llu:
that Mm'.\' Folland I'an n tll('k-~llPp fro\\1 th~, lodge. The boys bought batll\l Ifr()ul 'Old
Cop',!) and sent it to t.he lodg\' I'or cooking i\[r,; Folland also fi'jed pllllltoes ,\lid rkll'gr,'d
is Od (Suelll f(J1' a clinner'l'bk 01 'fl'il's "IHllucnn'. The Fnllands hnd <1],:0 1'('11ted or
bought a house in whnt wa,~ ()nce l'uliL,dC"pp's ('nurt in (,old Sln~et, now 'The Hetrenf.
'1I1d put up ~'Chobl"", who {Ittended Blulldulr,~ !l,~ Eb.v boys. \Vt' kll'l\v tl1i,~ as one of her
h.,Y's wns Fredorick Templ(" the I'uture !l.rchhi,;hop oI'C:mter!lury, RD. fll'l('kIllOl"(~ WaH
also "11'.' "flWl" 110V~' [lnd Iw recalled that Old CIlP po;;;;t'~~I'!1 <\Il old '-"II'kw, l]lmit' of bell·
metal with a loop'xl h,Uldll', an antiquc even in t.he tH4iJf'.

One ol"Old Cop\· usk.~ was to prepare and keep llllo' bll'rllt's. "I' 'pi lUll puddingH' as
tll(~.v W<T\~ l·;l!h'\l. r[\ 1~22 " l'aUwr suod the U;;I]('I; Th()m,l~ Ll'Y. 1'01' ;)l\','g'l"dlv nlUsing his
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",m to become a cripple due to the OVCI' sel'L'rit", of a flogging, Folland was eaJll'I1 .r-. ;\
clefcncu witot",~ <HId appeared in the bnx with u red ofminute dillwn"ions nnd swore
that whurn-vct- Ill" ~l'l\t a larger one to till' master Ill' received a nless;)),,' enquiring
whether he 1l11';lnt tu ~end 'a broom instead uf"l rod', His nppcarnuo; caused one of the
few laughs In II r:lth'~I' grim case.

Cop's succcssur, Thomm; Rich, WI1" ;,1 shrimp nmoug the Levintbnn:•. only supporting
the dignity ofoffice for a few 11J('l1th,~. He departed in IH47 wlu-n t.h.. l.orrl Chancellor
decreed that no boarders ,Slluuld 1)(' taught at the school and be wns succeeded by
-Iamcs l\lills. In his reign 11 new joh WH,; added to t.he responsibilit.ies of the porter, Iu
Ul0 1~,Ws the privies, us the 'house oll'a"l,nwnt' demanded by Peter Blundell's will WdS
new called, were improved and the porter W(IS paid from IS:3S for 'uttcndnnce tn till'
new watercourse and l100d hutch in the r-iver Lowmun conveying wale I' to the l,pvs'
prjvic-,' From lHEiR he wns pnid Ss Od annually lor- l·,>.rrying chairs and tables for 1I11'
meetings oftl,e ("~oflh,s When he was ill and dying in ISlit they gave him agrnlnily ,,1'
m. The lnst or tIll' p(>rl"I"'; of Old Hlundelf's was C;"I>l'ge C:ihhons, who reigned n-om
lR62-1882, c1ecahll,LC llnt to fullow the school who» il moved tr \1"W pl'ellli.~,,~ a mile
away, at Horsden. III L'H;{} he .l,(ot u substnntial rise in salnry to no i1.~ 11'(,11 i.IS 111,-, tmdi
tional payments ro!" lighting lht' stoves, denning the lump, winding 11ll' clrv-k and n Is
Od for 'attending the privies'. In lSr;1) Ill' f'"t ell Os Od for 'one year's nlkndnll<:l' to the
boys' bathing place' as well. nul U1I' v,\~tlri,'s "I' the old order were ended ,,1'1 llw cv,, of
the dep.u-turc (or Hor-aten when Uu' I\nrkl" re-ceived an inclusive snlarv nl' t7 l Os Od;\
quarter ntu-r trl78.

Since Lhe: move to Hrn-sdeo there 11'1\'1' lu.cn Itw porters, - .'<lUIl'S Casling lRS2-flS,
Exrlbv, Blmr, .Iohn Pilkington and Btiau Hacon, making u 1"1:'11 of Ihil'tecn. not count·
ing i\-Lll'y P"ttillgham, in un unfini,;hed innings of2mJ VI'ars, Tb\,; comes to an averng()
tonllr" (JI' ofrice (,r [I),most. 2G y(,nl".~. If we l'enlOve from "Ill' l,akulillions the t.roubled
Y('!lrs fhnn 1S4G·82 tl1L'll tilt' ilVCl'age pedod of ome!: is "wr 21> y",\r,~, Harely can an
mstitutinn have been Sl'n'l'tl with Slldl stendiness f(Jl' so IOllg. Let lesser m()rtnL~ sUH\d
Imek in proud amazelllenl ilS Ilw porters of' Blundell's "pproach their third Cl>ntllry, ,l
b.-otherhood ofservke. slI'l'lt!lillg lmck from Brian [(,won, through Pilkingtol't, fll,lir,
r'~xelby, Casling, Gibbons,1>-[ill~,Rich, F,\lbml, Wnrn·ll. rVlnr)' and Willinm p')Uingh,Hll,
and Vanstone to Edwi.rcl German WHy bur!; ill [I;"",

Smu'cc-"
Evident(, of th" appointments nnd dut.il's 01' the p()l"ter~ COtlWS lnJlll 'The Book 01'

Orders',;I leMhl'!" bound set of three ho"ks whicl1rccord in fWilHtiful ,;("ript the deci
sions f,f tIlE' ti,ofl(,e~;\t their m'~etillgs since 1(-;():J,

Evidence for "dual cash !-,uyll\"llls lo the porter,s has CPllll' frtJri1 t\1(' Books 01'
A,'C<llUlb, two l,'dgers which d<11l' l"nllll UilO, The Accounts and Ill" Books ofOnkr are
kept m the Blnndell's Al"chive~,

IJdails 01' the festivities COTllll.'cl"d with Old Boys Days in the l'ighteenth and I',lriy
nini'll'enth centuri(,s nl"e preservul in lhe Blundell's Archi';"s,

Evid"!l('l' of Uw activit,ies or 'Old Cop' has been blwlI from :'>ne!l's Borly !\ss()l'ialiu,{.'<

"f'AnhbisllOfJ -[(:/111'1 ..
The prosecu(.i"1I (,t' Uw u"ber, Thomns Ley, was I'l'!'prleti in the contemporary press.

Charles Noon. i\L,\ 1(\111111hl is Hend 01' I-li!-\tory nt Blundell's Scl1001.

THE 'ARMADA SERVICE'

Anthony Gn'ellstl'Cct

Thi" artick 11",; been written with till' kin(\ pr-rtnisaiou and nssi,~ln'H'" III Mrs Dnru
Thnr!1I:<1Il," curator in Uw Dupat-tnu-ut of Medieval and Later Antiquities, British
MlI~l'\111l [l.~ runturinl i,; drawn From " pupcr -Tti« -Armnda S"lvic(,": A Set of Late
'l'udr.r ninil\!~ Silver' hy Doru 'I'Iun-ntuu and Mlchaoltowe!l. [,SA, puhlished in The
AIl/it/IIlIi'I .." _}IJIIIIIO!, being' the ,Journal 01' the Societ.y 01' An t iq luu'it,,, "I' London. 199ri
Vohnuc i(> pp. I fi:j·Kl1, This ~uiJst"rlti,t1 paper is fully armotal.cd, including ackncwl
edg"nwnt of the nxsj sl.uncu (If the stuff of the West Devon FkclIl'd lll"ncl' and the West
Cnlln[.rv Studies Lihrnrv. wl'i\-illu4nt.cd, contain" tcchnical ddad un Ule silver Hmi
nrnvidos much histlJl'ic;il b:lC](gl'o\\lIHl See also llll' short. note by Dum 'I'hovntnn in
!J<'I'O/) mu/ Cornu-ell N()It',~ 1111,1 (I{",ri,·.~, XXXVII, iii. 19~1:J, pp.S 1-2, with its cxrvllunt

ph"lograph,

Here, C<l~~d",l UI,· l! rit Ish M useurn 's Room ,11), i~ displ',\~i,'.d OlW or the gl"<c'llest tree
surus to hnvc t-onu- h-oru Devun . 2G deep pan'cI-gilt 1':lizal'l'lh"lI diHin~' dishes, of
plain but eit'l"ilI\t d,'sign, ill l·ight different SiZl~S, 'I'hcy were ucquircd in 1~1~12 by the
Museum from uu uunnymou.s vcndur f"r an undisclosed SUIIl - 1\'\',1<,11, however,
included (1 grnnt of LfJOO,UOO 11\1I11 till' N~lli01ml Hl'rilage :V-IellH>ri,1l I·'uncl, :l~ well as
tax ,,~nnc('~Si(lns available on pl'iV'li,\' ",nks to museums,

r~Il"Wll ,lS thl' 'Armada Sel'vin" _ '\11 illf.""urale tille \\'hkh it 'lCqui1"('(1 only in 1!111
. it is unique or iCs kind and nlll' Hr tlw most important gy,,\.ps 01' English silver in
hilv" 1>''''1\ IlllInd in Bl'ilnin; imd tll<; cil"CUmstall'T~ "I' it,~ ','''Iln'nlmenl and l'eCOVl'ry
aI''' liS r"m'Il'kabk as its qu(dity. On 17 Dl'Ci'illlwr t 1;'27 Tlu· 8hi'r!JoJ"/u' 1'"I('/'cul".1'
n,p"rll'll without eOlllpl','l(' ll("curacy:

'A reil' day~ ~illn" UP'\'fl!'ds or lhil'I,v !urge di,;IH'S \\0,1'" di,;co\'l'l'ed. 1.11Ii'ied in n
cave, in an puilwu:w attaclwd to L1w prcmis(',; pr SpLil. [.:"q.: ofBl'ixtol1. ahout
six mileH from I'lvl1l!,ut!l. hy thl'l'C' Inhonl"('l"~ il1 lhe service OI'I.l1ill gcnllcm~m,

who wel"(' ('mj'l"y;,d \1\ l.;1\1'll'ging the cn"" fill" tlH' purpo.se or dl'posit! 11g I",l:.["es.
Tlw dishes an' ~ilid to \,,, "I' ,~r~v"ral hundn,d pounds value, and from l.Iw t'ilsllioll
and t1(~scripll!lnofthe,worknwnship. "]"I.' ~l'Pposl'd tu haw' been mmk 1IllDUt lhe
reign of ((u"l'n A11\1e, This dn'\IIll,~t,mc"\w.~ (1cCHsiolwd a consid"l,;,hl" Sl'n"llllOlI
in th", 1H'.r-dllJOurhood. \Vc un(kr,~t'll1d "l(Ul's!.\on hns nrisen, to whom lhe prop
t'l'ly 1"I:.di.l· belongs - tIll' owner pl'lhe sui!. ;",11' Splnt., or t.lw L"nlof lhe i\olnnol'.
I\lr B,;,;lunl'

T1Wl11"s Spl ..u wns then llW1wr ,,1' Bl'ixt.on HOIl!-\c and "llwr pl'opelties in Brixton,
hut il is no longer pos~ibl(· to i{k'l\l.i(v till' ollthousl' which u>ntninl"! the 'cHW' (a win
l,',' store fi)l' vegetnhk~ 1"\\'.'l"e lht, "ilvel' was l'O\1nd, Knp\\, h'uge of lhi" probably died
with an old mans('rv(llll "rThmll'b Splatt. still living in 1:->1'>6, who, atcIlI'ding l";1
~t!ltenll'nl tben mnd(' bv lll'nl"Y C."llins-Splntt (who had inherited Brixloll \-(OUS(",
:pt'I'i'ectly remcmbers [.h~ d is'U';NV "I' thc pink', A leLll~l rl'om Thonlils Splntt "ontl'I1l'
jJ(Jr'I!'1-' with the discovery shulV~ till' .stir which it I\\",-k in the di~tl'ict:



'with respect to l;;eeping the matter H secret, Lhnt wus imposcdhle. as t.hl..whole of
the People in tlw Housu knew of the finding it so soon or hefiH'(' ! did i!';;d though
[ churgud thew to say nothing ahout. it, it wn.s all I)I'e1' the village and
Neighbour-hood bv next morning."

Cnut.rtn-y to the report in 111,' Sh",.hol"ll<' klt'I"cluy till' Lord 0[' the Mnl)or was not.
\!I' Hasturd hut the Rnvd Richard Luuc (eurnte 01' Brixtnn li>02·GBI WhD uvideuf.lv
prl'~sC'(1 a claim to the service. Thus, the Coroner, Allan Belfu-ld Bone, intcrvened
with n 1')1.tl'I' to Spluut:

'Iutormat.inn has just. bnen conveyed to me thut a nnmbur of ailve.r [lishe:~ <lIlt!
S:II V'~1'S of conuirlernhlo value and npparently of "OJl1(l antiquity have been Fnnnrl
hidden in a Cave Oil an cstato helollging to ,you in till' Pat-ish 01' Brixton and of
which you an' nt. present. in the possession. From the circumstances connected
with this matter. I feel it my duty as Coroner of the county of Devon to hold [In
inquisit.ion on tho Properly.'

[I"IV,,-,q'l, th(~ question of entitlement was determined bv the Cad of each dish heing
ellgl'uved on the upper rim with the arms of Hir Chris tcpbcr Hnrris or Rndford
Id55;J-H;~,"JJ and of his second wife Mury Svdcnhnm. whom he married probably in
lG~)9-16()O. Since the original owner had been identified, and his heirdolm Hart-is of
Had ford (17lill-l S:J7) trun'd, the find cuuld not bo declm-ed truasuro trove,
Accurdingly, as Th,' (;,'lllf"l)Irm's l\J[agazillt' fill' ['\,I)l"ual"y 1828 reported. ownm-sbip or
1.11(' plate was recnvend hy .Jnhn ll;ll"'l'i,;;

'A quantity "I ,lJl~i"l1t I;llnil\" pl,ll\' h,lh Iwell I'ound in "inking t.he !loor of a potato
rave in the gl"()l\IIl!s "fTh"m:l" Splnll, "HI "I' Bri~t"n. Pr"'on: Iht pInt!' 11,1" h(~I:n

exhibit.ed at Ill" lh:ruh1s' C,dl,'!,!' lu idl'nlil\ till' arms, which :11T I'l'r,\' I-'l'rl'L'l"llll
all Hw pitres 1:30 ill Illllllhl' r ', :mrI 1'1'0\\'" tl'lw ill"se "I'Sir Chri"toplll'r 11~Il'l'is,:1Il

anre,~t.(lr of t.he 11:ll"'i" l"Il,ilv of H;HIj""rd, qU,ll'tl'l"\'d with th,.~t, nl' hi,~ 'I'il'l'~. ')1'
whom he had \111'('(-', Thi~ gl.:llt!em<ln, :w<,llrdilll' 1.\1 Frilll'I:~ \Vor1hi,'" "I' Del'''ll.
lives at Hadforrl. "':hkh h.1~ hl'l']) l111' ~(,;It ()I'lhi~ blllily \lllinkITuptl'dly 1'''1' 11l'.1f

Iy 400 'yearH, ,111<1 h l · I,,,pn'~ellled I'lYTllOlll.h ill [>,Hli"IlH'l1t ill the' J(;(11 "I'
1';lizabelh. Tllo' inl[\I('_~1 in hdlillf"l'tlil' ('r"w)1 hd~ b\'['11 HL~pL'lHll'd hy (),d(;l~

from thl' Treawry. ;ll1d ;\Ir Spl><I.t lli\,~ h'IIl<I~"llH'I.I' c"dl'd his cbim III tiw pr('I",r
Iy ns nWIll'1' 01' tIlt' 11Ind. TI1<' ))1,110" i~ richly ~lia"l'd in the old ~tyll', gil<ll'd ".t. lIw
('dg('s: it. wa", I'" d"ubl.lmri"d l1t:nrh' ~IIIJ -"l'a,,, "inn'. during 111'.' di~l.lldll'd p"li
od of the (,ivil W,.r, ~'1:1i"l··(j"n Hilrri~, I-:l'(',ll nl'J-')lI'\I' "I' ,"ir Chri~t"ph'-,r [l<irri~

Hbove alluded [.". h"vil\g hnd ;] ""mlll'lnd in tll!' r".":1I '11·llly dt U"_' si,,-,g,-, ni'
Plymouth'.

The l\lajo1'·Gener:ll 11~Il'l'i~ rC'!"l:rretll" hv '1'/(" (:"III!t'IJWII's :\1((J-:fl:ill" W;l,~ ./oh11
[-Inl'I'\'; or Lam'est. in ('"n,w<J11 "'Id ILul!iml I I r,!)7·1 n-IM 1 who, as ~olt) '[(,,,n'IHI:lIll <J11r1
grenl"nephew of8ir Christ"ph"I', inherited Hndf"I'd "n rile' ["I,l<'r'~ death ill l(;~:, [k
was :'vIP ['01' Liskl:"n] ill 1 (-;~k, in rh" Sh"rt l'arliUllwnt clf Ili-!() «Ild III th'.: I,ollg
l'arliallwnt from 1(;,!O·4:{. 11'11,,)] 11(· I',':I~ ·di,,,hll"1' by l'al'ii'll1l('nl t,u' helll).,: with 111"
King"H nrnlY in (hj"rd. l-J:\rri" hOld ~lIPlhOl'led the [(inr< frolH 1h(, ~Ullt 1.01' tlll' Ci,,'iI
War, hnving in .1111.\· Ifj'12 'ltl"d ,1,;1 I{oyali"l (",'l1\mi~"iol1cl'ni' '\l'l'!ly III Dl'VOIl
During Sir Rieh,Hd (i)'''!lvillt:" sL'nllld ~iq;t" ,01' Plyn\(]uth tl1<' l'l~htil\~~ l"lll" tI"~I~ tto
Radford_ A PHr!i,l Ino:lltil ri,(Jl lnld uf Spl'i Ill: I (i_JG re!Jorlt,,1 th'lt ,m '2:, 1",-,hl'w\I'.\'

'Gr('nvillc'~ f"IT(,~ :,tll:ll:pU,d t" rl'huild the dl'llwli,Il('d 10'01'( ell M<I\int .'-\1.1([[11'>1''.1
which L1w villi,1I11 g:\lTi~"11 "f' l'l.\"IlWllth not ('lIdurillg, h"e'lll.'" it might hlo"-'k tlw
ha!'hour, did':llly !'"rlh, alld Ituvil\g rlw Iw11) or ~"I1I<' or Cnp1.dil1 ~wdlll,".v'~

:\Ial"iller~. \\'Iw ,'ppnl'IUllc'lv did ~(]IlH' lhi(lwl· Ilwy did hc'al,' Ihlll1 lI1l'ir wOI'b,
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alew tl';._'nl.V "I· Ilwn1 1I1) "r, I.h,' pi"",'. nud t""k ,1Impl, 011<.' 111.1I1<1l't'<I <\1\<1 r,'llrl.e vu

pri"on"rs
In L1w "lwrl fighl t h... H"v:Jli~ts wc-rr- drivl'l1 trom :'['HUll St.uutord. and ill UI" 1'01·

lowing nwntll 1111' Pru-liruncnun-inn- gl'~1l11\'lllv l""t'-'lId"d UWII' I-:rip nver the suerouud
illg cnuut.rv ln l"lrly 2\-b.\- Purliumcnt frigates forced llw Hqy,dist..~ t." ahaudou
Oroston 'H,d 10 burn dowr, ,., h[)II~I' thcv 11<1<1 u-v-d ,1_'-' :.1 gnl"l'i,_oll, which may h:.\I'(: hccu
Rurltord H"\I~" it~t'1I

It is likclv tlint it W:O" 'll thi" t.i.nr- "I' 'Idil'(, fighting "11 the t)'1~t,-'l'II "lltskIIL,-; "I'
Plymouth th'llllw pl:ll(' \I'''~ hidd"n ~(]lll(.' two lIlik~ pa"t ,,1' It'''.!ford. nut. 'It. ih ulso
pussibl" Llo"l it III"y liill'(' )'('''11 hidden to reduce .Iohn Hnrr-is:s vi~ihl,_' wealth at Lhe
endinl-: ul' tlu- Fit',,1 Civil W'lI' in \(i·ld whou hi,~ sequestrat.ion line; '.1':1., liwd at f;li(IlI,

having fil'sl I'"',.,r, '·'~"l'~wd ut r[I)(](1 hy P'lrli'llllel\l'" l'(lTl\mi.~~illll<'rS, Aftot- rcti"il1J-j 1.0
Hadl"rd he' <I"llt'-' hi~ will shor!ly h(,li,I"(' death in 11;1~. '1'lw flll'ni_~ltil1gs "llh" h'OlI"'"
inehulinr: a hlkllist "r'p!:It.(' :Ihnu( tile' hou-«.'. Wil" left t,1 hi" wit(,. 'I'lwrc' is 11011WI1·

t.ion "ft.h(, '!\rllw<la ;kn:i(',,', hilt till' will COl1t;lincd ~ll"l'qll('''t duu "rny pl;ltl' nr.t giVl'rl
nor IW1'd,y twq lIc:lt.lwd ~h~111 h" ~P(,(,,1i lv di~p"""d ,,1'1;'1" diP p1l.\'m"l\t 01' " dd.,t. 'If two
hundrL'd p"und~ unt.. "IW Mr .Iohll llrigh'llll of l.ond.m [I'th" plak had not h"-'I~1\

hidd"ll .u thl' (iITW "t',I,,1i1l (-hl'l'is'~ de.u.h, it would pn.'o'lllllably have becn rnelted
d"wll ill puvuu-nt 01' this debt. In uny event, it H...crns probahle that till' ~ervir,,-' wn,~

hicklcu at. Brixton between February Hi/l5 and Spring U,48 - with lh" ~l'net <If t.h,~

hiding-place then being' 1(J~t,

Five of the original hoard ol':H di~lw" discovered in 1827 have since di~appc,\I"(:d,

The i-InlTi~ (;lInily kept the ~t'rviee lmUI 188G when they ;;old 2:1 of t.he di~h(,~ for
.tt2!"J!"J. The eVl'lltlwl p\ircha"el"s wife ,\ias a di~t1\nt I"clntion of the (-]nrri~ l'nmily <if
R"dl'ol'd, and ;;he ~old the ,~ervice t.o a d(~nlcr in 1(l11 for the re(,onl sum of 1:11 ,fiOO.
Thereafter it pa""ed into pl'ivate hHl1d~ until hought. hy t.he British !V[uHeum in UJ~)2.

Tht, 1~)] 1 ""le c'1talogue d,,~crihed t.he plHte aH 'originally the properly of Sir
C'hrist.nplwr [brri~, nnd is ~UPP(]H(,d to have he"-'n made olltol' silvC\' t.aken !']'()!Il the
SpHl1i~h Armadn, ill1d pj'(~;;ented to him for s['l'vices l'enderetr. As n result of this
nSH"rtinn tIll' innceul'llte description ,,!"i\mwdu Service' ha.s sinc\' lil'mly adhered t.o
t.!w plaU'.

Sir Chl'ist.op)wl"H I'amily hatl been at I{mlfill't1 si nee thl' n'igl1 or !-Ienry V. Befi11"(' hi!"
death in lG2fi he Iwd accumulated land, public oflkes nnd in[]nenee in Devon and
Corllwall, In Sel}t,'mhel"lG<SO, \\'lwl1 1)1':lk(' rel.urncr! from his eircumnnvigntion,
IInl'ris aded as altol'lll'y for him ill mortgaging Bud:lnnd Ahbey as s('curit.y I'or a
t.hl'ee-year loan to Sir Wchard Crtnville: nnd in Novemlwr Ill' ~()nduct.ed t.o the Tower
t.fw .~il\'('r bullion, coarst' ~ill'er (lnd gold which Drake hacl brought hack from that.
voyage, In 1G,'\!( Hnrris n']Jre~('nted Plymoulh HS h\lrg'e~s ill Pnrlil\lnent and b,v the
Int.e I GHOs Ill' was 011(' or the \110"t prominent nnHmg' lo~al gentry, Grenville's cOllteIll
jlornf!' Plymout.h ddi'uct, map mllrk" Harri,,'s sent at Il:ndfonl and notes him as 'a
sufficient g'entillman t.o lakl' ~harge t.o defend this quarLl'l' wth thillhabit.anL' of
I'limpton hundred'. During the Anl-:lo-Spanish W111' (IG8G-lli(HJ Hal'l'i;; was mainly
con~('nwd with the atlmini~lrutiol\ of Ill'izes ;\11(1 prize good;; at Plymouth, rind so
would hal'e had do"e dealings wit.h Dmke <lnd l'bleigh "s tile I.W(l l11o~L >\uece.~sf\ll

Devon (lrivnteerH. From 1584 IIarl'is acled 1(11' Haleigh in loeHI DevoJl a!"rai)'~, snceeed·
ing 8it·,Johll Gilbert as deput.v 1,0 Haleigh in lGDr-;. As Vice·Adl1liral. Haleigh had the
right. t.o lwlf tlw pirnte !looty that cnnw hi;; way, Hnd he· or his deputy Harri" . ~()l

letted Uw Lord Admiral'" lenths of priy,co.; t.aken by privateers. There Heem" no evi
dellce to support the Harl'i" family traditiol1 t.hat. t.he "orvice WHH mado from New
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World silver captured lrmu Spanish ~t"_';.\<;I,\n' :'hips dUl'illg or shortlv ~\t'i,('r Ilw
Armada in J..'iHH; and it is m\ll:h more like-ly 111<\1. !,II(' pl«l'_' 1'('PI'(·~,"\l~ till' ,~p"il~ ,II'
office. in cash or mot.nl. .n-cumulntud hy \-l;lITis '.I" '\11 Adtuirnlt.v olTicbl 1I11C!t,1'
Halcigh. -

The 2H dishes in the snrvin- wer« h,dl-m~lrll<~d 1<))' LOl1dol1 in ['0\11' dil'r'(,I'('nt \'(';11';;

between [IiR! and llj()2, thr gn.'al mnjoritv \1,l\ing lrum i,;(){1 "llwnrds. (it'lll:' fnur

makers whose marks appear 011 11](' di~lw~ unlv "ne, .10,1111 HDllnml"v, C;In h" idonu
lied, The gold content of the nu-tal. whieh pnrt.iculmlv giv,,~; the rill:' nf ll1<' di~lH's a
faint gilded sheen r-ules out. LIlt' usr- "rpUi'(' I'olo~i ~d\:l'r lrtnu no,liviu ill l!I,·ir ITU\1111
facture. and this also argues CI.!Cillns( t.hoir Iwillg l)\~l(I[: dircct.lv from capt urc-d
Spanish bullion,

The fact. that the 'Armada' uppr-llatiun enn nll11nst rcrt.ninlv no! properlv be
attached to tho service does not tlcl.rnct From thL' ~1:lmO\lr o,l'tllPSP spk'J\did disll"~,

Their preservation as i1 likefy dircr l rvs ult nl Civil Wilr disHsll,r is suff'iricnt.lv
remarkable, l'erhnps it is too much 1(1 illWgil'l' tlun. Drnl(", Hnwkin s nnd Frubishor
dined off'some of them -I(ll' they were ,1]1 de,ld hy 1:'iDI;.lHlt the Lord High-Admiral
Howanl 01' Etfinghum {d 1(';24) mav 11'(,11 have. HII1II>lH' can feel rcasonuhlv (:('I't.ain
that. Rnleigh did so, Rctru-ning to 1-'ln11',\]lh "11 21 -Iunc [GLH From his disastrous Inst
voyage to Uuinnu in search of gold, 1(,,1,,i,;\1 was br-iefly held prisnner ut Rudford by
his former deputy, Sir Ctu-istopherHarris, who had been Vice-Admiral ut'Devou sinee
1G~)(j, [l seems impusuible that so dr~tinglli~hed a pi-isnner-guest as Raleigh would
not then have dined off' the ser'li(:(I, and he may well 11:1"(' reflected with legitimak
biU('l'ne~,~ that it probublv oril-:ill"ted indirectly from the Spanish prizes that. he had
himsclfhl'ought. into Plv[[Io'llh

SPECULATIONS ON AN
UNDUTIFUL DAUGHTER

S. Bhanji

George Mor-ris ofTopshnm was n man OL~(HlW substnnco. When 11(' wrote his last will
on ~lO .lanuary 174:V'! his bequests included dnrnc.o.ic am] commercial propcrt.ies, the
writing off of n X~lOO debt to one of his sons, and cush [oUlling some i:27r), However; one
or his daughters, Susunnn Passrnoro. was Jell "Ill" a shilling, That this wns intended as
a deliberHte snub is clear From the descr-iption of hc.r ill I h,' ~\'ill ns 'my undutiful dough
tcr. The enmity did not extend to Sll~:OIlIHl';-; thmil.\', Hc-i her two children, Sm-nh and
i\lal'Y, received legnci<c,~ cnmpan',hk to lbo~., ;';nllll"d [n th" other grHn(khildn'll, I-Iow
SU:';lIl1Hl earned her rauI<cI'\ di"['~,,'.',,llll' \'<<1:' 110t stutcd. N(]I' was Lhis commented on in a
paper pllhli,~ll<'d suruo ,\-,('<'11':' <lW,' cOllct'rniug the will. I

(',qklin G'-,nl'gC,' M']I'I'i~, <I :"111 o(Tnpl"lill Simuu ~I"ITic-i, W,lS baplislod in Tupshum on
~) i\'J;ly 1117:'!, ;ll1d il.1 l illl nFllTied Sar-ah, U\(' d'llI;.;hlc'I' otCaptnin Samuel Paul, The
conph- h:HI ('1\'\'<.'11 clnkh-c-n; hut 1'''11', tlu-oc "I whom Wert' n.imed Simon, died during
illf:IllI:Y,~ C;t'''rg(' j\'lorris foll",','(,,! his 1;1llll'l"s ('allini~ a.s a ill'lI'iIWl',:; but. fill' unknown
l'ea""llS :lh'1I1([(\11I,1I l,hi,~ and (,nt','I'('d IHl,;ill('';~' :L~ ;l s;lilm,\I,,'" .md n)]l(~mnkl'l' with hi,.;
bl'OUli'r-in-bw, Gillu-rt j\loggridgl',1 In ;ldditio11, 110' de-tivccl incrnnc from lnnd in t.hc
pm-ish of SI, Leou.utt. I~xd('r.-' j\'lon-is W;IS (]lIe <le tl1(' tnlc-i[o,,,c-i 01';1 major Topshnm chm-..
itY,G and se-rved Ill(! tnwn ,l~ dl\lr~hw:l!'d~'llund dl:li1'l1l1l11 01' lll" \'0<.11'(1 01'gnardiillls or
lhe PO,)r.' In SI, Ll'onClnr,~ 1'~lrish he WaS ,I ,-,o',enl"r ot' tile BUllllty 01'q~wen Anne,s
Monis died only Cl re\\' Wl'l'k.~ aller writiJlg his will and W'l~ IIUl'i~,t1 nt Topshnm on 4
I1-'1ny 17'1,1, ,11,.1 u,~l, "rID,; III I\is r~'lllilv," Till" I'utlll", Sli~:lllll,'I l'il~~IlI(]l'~', ]\JOl'riS'H ~ec()nd

d;lllg!Jtel', W'l,~ I,,\pl i~l'1I on I) N<l'i'_'lllhr.'1' 1'i1)') ~It ']'Op~ll,111\ '" Sh~' did 11<1t. llWl'l'1-' in hcl'
home ehun:h, nor ",,'re 1111.' dHltghlt:I'," IIWnl;"l'oed ;1'0 Iwl' lilll\<-'I",~ \Vi I1 ch ,'istened't1wl'e, 11

So f~\l~ th(~ wri!t'r h:l~ lili1l,d t" Iind <lny )'(-,,-,,,rd ol'l'.'lw1'(" \\'11<:11 ",' to Wh"lll ~\Isunnu wns
llu.IlTied, or [)fthl: j,:lpti"m~ [,fho,r Lhilrln:Il,lc A .J"hn "nrl S\L":llll1~l 1':I~,~Il\"I'C had ehi]·
dl'en ImptiH'(]111 ('hulml"igh 1,l'lI'.'''I'n li:!.7 ;,11(117,10, hl\llh"ir 1\(1l1H:~ do not. lltllv wieh
those in j\I('rris'~ \\'ill,1 A S;\rClII l"ls",m"n, was baptised at ThonHls's Cbul'(:h, Ex:·t...-'r 11\

.July 1724, llL'r 1ll0,l],l'l' W;'S lI"lIHlITlt'll. but il'slll' was the fhl'lller Susannn j\,IOl'l'is, "hl'

would have h'cll "rll.l' l'lvl';II'~ old,1 i

Caution i~ l'~st'rili<ll in e~d\'Hpolaling from today\ family values lo those 01' H small.
but. cnnHl1l'n,ially important. eightel'nt.h c('nt.UI'y \Ves(count.ry port. N('vel't.h('l('~s, cer
tain t.entnU"" ~\lgge~ti{)ns C11n 11(' mude I'{'gnl'ding Uw nnUpathy Georw' ,\'Iorris h('ld
towards SI1"nnnn, His dderminn(ion to have n son nnnwd Simnn suggL'st,; a dymlstie
franw 01' mind. Consistent with this, hv and larg(~ the l\-lorris fnmilv mnrried well,
Gl'''rg()'~ lllother, the I()]'nwr SUSal1llH Ho~lder, eanw fj'om 0111' ofTopshil;11's Ipading ram·
111%,1" [-[is younger hl'olhel', Simon, WHS IlW1Ti(~d in Exeter Cathedral to i\lary \-'enn.
tlw d'llIgllter of Gl'orge Venll or Woodhury. I'; Venll was ill lurn linb~d, through' hi~ "i,,·
t'.'I"S lllarri'lge, wit.h the Lee fhmily or merchants nnd lundowners. l ; Matthew Lee wa"
<IPP'Ht.'lIl!y a friend of George j\,lol'ris, I,' Geol'ge him~elrmnrried a woman l'I'om a
T"p:<ham ti:mily with Illaritime inkl'ests, The llllsband or hi" eldt'st daughter, SMah,
11',1:< 'Ill K~del' phy~ici'lll, ,John St.al'1', whose fathel' was an alderman oi the citv and
wh',sl' fe1lUilV owned [ll'opel't,V in l·;xel.el' ns well a,; land in neal'll.\' Sowt(ln,l~' Org;'e<1tel'
inkl'l'_~l, l1(lwcvcr, arc t.he mUlTiage~ of his ,voungest dllughtel', Mal'.\', to vVilliam Pnl mel'
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on 2 Aug:\lst 17,1,1. and his son, Hoddr-r, to Elizabctb Clogg on 20 .Iununrv, 1744!<).:~"

Both took place within a rulat.ivcly ahnrt time or their Iuther's df"l\h, and could hnvr
been steps that, Mury and Hodder reared to tnke in his lifetime. It is pussihlc that.
Morris had slrong views on tIll' partners for his children. and that Snsnnnnonmed hiH
displeasure though her mnniage.l\lbC'it at the r-isk orcnrrying speculation too far,
there aro various possible reasons fill' Ueorg(~ :vIm-rfs's dislike of his !·'nssllwre son-in
bIN. Hcfigiun is not an uncommon snuruc of' eontoutton, hut. it is likely that Ccol'ge
1Vlorl'is would have bcun of tulcrnnt disposition. HiH matcrnul grundfnthcu- built
Topxhern's lndupcnrlent Chapel, and a brot.hor-in.luw, William Bond, left lllOIWY for n
weekly surmou 01' lecture to be given there. Men-is's sun-in-law .Iolm Stun may have
In-en related to one or the town's early non-conformist ministers."! The com mercial or
social posit.ion or u prnspectivc son-in-law would probably have counted fer more than
his religion. Susunna may have railed in her filial duLy by mm-rvingn man. with little 01'
no local standing. It I'; said that the Willinm and Joseph Pnsmorc {Sic) who were sigml"
toties to the Exeter Bond of'Association of 1'ns were cfTopshnrn.f" hut the pm-ish n:g·
ister suggests that the family were not. well-settled ill the town until the 17fiOs.~:\

Although the available intor-mat.ion is spnl'se. it d()e.~ permit nltcrnativcs to
Susanna's IW11'1'inW' being at the heart 01' the I11nUer. I\t m-ound the l.imc oflwr moth
er's death, in August J 72f:\ whon '19 ycnrs 01(1,~1 Snsannn WHS H yonng adult on the
threshold of a rclat.ivclv independent. liff;, As such Hhc may not have wclcumcd any
wish from her father thnt she as,;i.~tlH;r niling mother or te-nd t.he fumily arkr her
death. A final tantalising clue relates t.o Suaunnn's children. If they were Mimed nftur
her mother and si,4er 101' her two siHlerH), thi,; ,;Uggl'H(S that i,lll' falling·oulwith )ll'1'

1'(.\1.11(']' may have occurred snrnctiun- after her marriage. On the ut.her hand. Susunna's
npparent I'(~HIWd fill' her ramily l'lIotH nUlY have pel'i<iHled deHpite putl'l'llul disapproval.
or may ha\'(, !JCl'l1 an attempt. at a l'ecOlwilintion.

PerhapH others ean [hrow mOI'E' lighl 01\ the matter.

Notes und I'et'et'ences

;\'!orris, Cl ,'I'. W" '\Vi 11 or (;"orge lVlorri,; of Tnpshnm, 17·14', D.'I'(J1l (lilt! COI'Il/nll I
NolI'S alld (lucrics 15, (1H2H-9J, pp.im-m

2, [)I('von I W"(:(JI'(II 01 ffie(') Topsham Pit), f'HA. PH,l.
a. A terl11 in ,\'lo1'1'iH'H tinw llHln~ redolent 111' a HeH,glJing shipowlwr tlWIl a COlllllWIl

H(lilor.
4, MOlTiH. o!l.l'lf,. HJ2R-9. MlJlTis's ropewalk !i!l'llled much "rwhat i.~ now Vidnrin

Road, Topshalll, Llnd wa" Ileal' to hi.~ hOllle in VOI'e SLt'ed.
5, DHO 192fiBllVE:.li2i2-:J.
fi. DHO :]:l211-VPF9,
7. IVlol'l'is. o!J.cit .. HJ28-fl.
8. [)RO lKf:i2i\1F'In
9, [)RO Top,;lwl1l PIW: D[to 1'117/\ ndd PW1
10. [)RO Top~lwl1l P!{,I.
11 Tnpley·Sope1', U" !,(ll'i.~h or nip"/WIII. Co. Di'1'Ii1l MOlTi({l!<'s. B(I/lI;HIIIS & Burials

11,0. 11iOOl0 IH,'!7. P::<et.C1'.1D:lR.
12, Thc Internntional Genenlogic~ll Index fi)r Devon and COl'llwnll waH consulted, as

wc re tIll' registers of t.he ;jB Devon pllrisheH where vHriouH published tax returns
und other Ii,;ting,; Huggestcd l'aH(H)moreH may have been living.

18

1:1. [mO Chulrnleigh PR;],
[4. ])[{O, 1·~xe!.l'l' Sl Thomas [,H2.
Ill. DRO Topsham PH:J; Morris. G,TW" 'Will oCGenrge Hoddcr ofTopshnm, mariner.

1G!J2', !J('I'()I/ (lnd Cormootl N(jt,..~ u/HI quer/cl< 13, (1fl24·0J, pp,27fi-R.
1(';. W.u. Rcynull-Upham nnd I-I.T. Sopur, The !lcgil<tel's or Baptiem«: Marr;ag"s &

Bllriah orlhc C'ity (J1'E'x<'!"r V(JI. 1, Exeter, 1moo p.l'12,
17. Morr!s, G.T.\V,. 'Suuon Morr-is, of TOPHhl\ll1', f)C!'OII cmd COI'I/wull Nuter (lnt!

q{i<,rif'.~ I,'],n 924-25J. pp.2,l7-8; Men-is, G.TW. 'Will nrG,~orgc Vcun, 172fJ'. [)C('OIl

ctnr] Corl/wedl JVolc8 and qucrif.''' 18. (lfJ:]4-5), pp.:1l5,().
[8. Mon-is, op.cit., [92S-D.
[D, ])RO 'Iupshum PI{S: Mrn-ris, (Jp, ell .. 1925-f); Alcock, N.W" 'Fields und farms in an

East Devon parish', R<'/J()rl ant] 'lhu/sadirms "rl!l" {)['('onshi,.(' A,,';()ciatioll 107,
(1975), pp9:J-l72; DRO DlIli412; DIW D1/Hl/1U.

20. uno Topsham PHG.
21. Woodull, RD., 'Topsham Unitarian Chapd, a forgotten Devon cause', 'lhlllsadiolls

ofthe Unitarun, llislmy Society 17. (HlRl). pp.[2fj·8: MorriH. O.'I'.W.. 'Morr-is of
Topshum', [)el'(J1I and ('ol'lIlt'rd/ Nult',\' Will QUt'l'iI'-' 18, (HJ:l4·0J, pp.U~:j·0; iVl()r]'i~,

(;,T.W.. 'Stm-r Iamilv'. f)CI'OIl ami ComICal! Nutes (lwl queril's 18, (j fJ:l4·fjl, pp.221
2.

22, .Jones, VI/" 'Exeter Assuciutton during the rebellion, 01'17'15', Null'S [(lId Gl"(llling-,
:J, (lRHO), pp,42-K; '\'lolTis, op.cit., 192K-fJ.

2:3. Tapley-Soper.op.cif.
2·'1. ouo 'Iupsham PIn.
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RED CROSS HOSPITALS IN TORBAY, 1914-18

-Iohn Pike

As in 11HII1:" purts of Britain, the Red Cross sd lip hospitals fen- wounded soldier". At.
Torquuy t.he Town Hull was used for 'Other Rnnks' whilstofficers were uccommoduted
ill large mnnsiuns 01' the ).;t'Il11'y who had offered them voluntm-ilv and. at. Stuodley
Knowle nil' example, the uwuer.Lhe HOIl. Mrs Bum, acted as superintendent as well. ln
all. l541HIHpit.nlll'aiIlH nn-ived and over iO,OUO servicemen were sent tu t.bcm over the
1<,\11' year period. I It must. have been n common practice for SOI1W regldar visitor to give
thu occupuuts the opportunity to write a Il1c~"nge 01' draw 11 sketch in n hook OIl" put.
l,lOw"ther in Exeter ]w,; been described rCC<;lltly.~

1\1, Stnodley I<nowle, M1" Hussoll Swahcy, who represented the Hl'd Cross there, kept
n .-ITnpbookl which hns autographs und poems h.v paticntx resident Lhcrc. Photographs
..how how nHlgnHkent. the exter-ior 0[' the house was: oven in wurt.irne then) were beds
"r n"wcrH everywhere. ThoSI' or its patients SllOW Uu. 'afl.crmnth 0[' wnr graphimlly. An
aunuymnux verse rends:

At Stnodlcy Knowlc. from over M'n
'I'hev lie n Im\.t.l)l"(,d companv,

l"inding;l haven 0[' rest,
TIll" slu-l II'r 01';1 ,\[0(1]('1"._ hreuat.

Alld tnu-st. Lnvt-fhnt wullc.m bl'.

2nd Lieut. Cl<, T,lI'lOl' "I" IIll' I ,i\'('rpool Srot(ish wroll'

\VI.' o([(,n s1'[':11, 01' hllll ill ,-ilencl'
llis lIanu' \I'l' \\'ill ,,111'[1 1\111

Bul. t.hl.'I'I: i., nothini~ fefl tn ;ll1S\I'or
Hut his ph"tn on Ill(' \\,:111

111: ,;kci"''; I'",t. in his n:liil".' l:lIld
Bnt. 'IH';·,t.h;1 I'ol'"ign ,;1;.\

1':\1' I'rom t 11",;" wh" I"v"d him he~t.

At. Puiglllnll PUl'is Si Ilgl'r 11,'IH!'_'d O\'l'r '()ld\I';1y' (" (.hl' ,..\nw,'i~;11\ \VOJll('n'-'. \V,'I"

Relief Fund (which flllanced illld f"n ili.' It Iwd ::"" IlI'<I_ ,1I',liJ;\hk whcl1 tlw ~OIlIl1H'

offensive begun. 1\ :V11'~ 1\,1 ildl,-,II 11',<- ;1 \'UlllnUll'V he'lpl'r ,It (J!dwily in 19l :,. ~IH: illvited
soldiers I'ecuper,·,t.in,: tlwn' In II'I'iu, .lh"lIl th"i,. ,."X1WI·i"nn"_ ill h'.'I· :lul";,:raph I"H,k.
This hns sUl'liived"

C. jl;1. Butdwr "I t Iw ::: nd II;nll ps hin's !~!nil D iI'isi "ll , \\l"(,b,: '[ I~,rl 1)\, v!lll!wrt Iin' 1hl'
Gallipoli I\'llinsnl,', 1,1\ ~'I'lv );>t.h ,1Ild arril,,'d th,'I'I' sult.'l,\" aft,,]' a IIlOll"'.OIl()UC' "'''.'"'-'.g'' ,,[
three weeks'. Hp w:,s ,~"Iln 1I1lt!,,1' l'ln,: 1."1"."11 <J1I llw hc'llch,,~ lhe\' I\'~'I·'.' '~'.dJ.i,-'ct. I."'l''.Id,i.~h

shell nn~ und whil" in t.lll' 'firing lit,," lw s\llft'I'c'd" h~arl allae!;. AIl<;r ,1 ;;lIdl in :\hl!.<\.
he WHO' rdunwd to llw r:nitl,d j(illgdlJm in tile' h(l.~piled ~hip i\."lui"lu.'· lllltC'iu:l' h,ld
been in South Al'ritH sl.'\'{."ll .I'!::tl'~ '_'ul'i'el' hut kid IWt'Il ill hu.~piLlI t'H' nil1{: III"ntlls.
Subsequently ill\",] ilk-tl olll, Iw h:,d r~'·.ioilkd his "Id l'l'gil\\{'llt nn th,' 'Hlthn,,,k nl' \''''ll",

Hiflen\(ll1 i\,Edwun]~ "I' t.hl.' :!.nd n:luuli"l\ !\il1gs [{"~'i\l [Wh, C"ql~ j""" p;lIt ill (110'

first batUe of Ypn'~ 1I1H1 I"ler 'was s~'l\l. lo AnlK'l\l il'l's ,1 Old \\"a~ ill IIll' t.r"nch,.'~ wit.h 1.lll'
Indian tl'o(JP~ At (iil'l'l,chy hl' \\"a.~ ill all adl'ane,' ,11](11 11"11, :lrkl';1 rdr";ll, WitS hack to
the old posili"I' '11'1\1.'1\ <l .~I\l'1I hursl ill the IL\Il"I'l'I'~t' whet"!' 1·11'" nr llS \I'{'t'{" (Oll! 01'
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them \\'l."I'l' killl'd :md I \\'n~ l.h.., {)l'lly "n{." t." ["'1110' uul. ,di':',.' Hr' \.... ".~ :-;CI1(, t... f"li;';llt"11
with a I<II'g" ,sllritlJlll:lw'Hllld "lul" ],1I11d ill lh,c side.

['ISG 1"1.,' /\,'I..liur ,bd""t'I, "l;\('hil'l.'-:.;lIIlI'IL'1' ill t.h{, bt. 1..'.111<;>;. Hq:·im"1l1. 1'.',.,,1..; (" ~·lr.~

l\'!itdwll 'I '11"'l!-~ with mv hnttnlion 1'i,ln"i cl Llndill'{ at.Llu- lhll·d'lIl,.'II<'.~ nil 'l du'i Uno!
will!ic ,:\',,1' r"I'Il{:mh"l'<:/I, Lln- 2:-,I.h Apl'il 1:115, [t.'h'lllk (;{"I till" 11(,illl; «no (,fU~{, r'(,,1'
lefl wll" w{:n, not kill(,tI "I' 1',"lIlHI"d duu. dal"~" l fouuht <Ill <lilt! on until tho ~:2lld .luuo
when 1 ~"l wUlIlHlt:d ill till' k'ek bv [WI(, [,'il'" ,dlOlIt.:i o'clock ill UI'c llI"luiu,.:', 'l'he hllll"t
wa,~ 0-':tr'ldd! "I' 1J"'II'd the Iiflspilal ship S"lJlllli, UI.' lOd I'l't.UI·III'd f!'OTll ;\hll.,., Oil the
!\sIUl'ill.',

1'1'.'(1 111<:n1h,:r.", »ft.hr- :')rh Nr"'lh :-:1;\lf, l,Jo~,'ph llal'!ow and f'1,·lbdl"(]cki "'o\llldcd in
Uw ehnrg(, (,ll t.ln- Hohcnzolk-ru redoubt '"l I :~th Oc'lohel' I r.11 (I it:hi~ W;lS n hloody action
during tlw !>;\\t.II.' ot'l..u(]si rr-cupc-rutcd .u !';tiglll"'1 ill the I'agd w.u'd. Also ill this war-d
wus /\ 1\;[."1'l \\'1\)'1!(,11 "I' tlu: «I" 'Il:HliPI' (;ll:lI'd~ \I'll" wns 1"t'(·<J\·"ri 11."; al'kl' a "l'co"d wnuud.
Fir~t 1""lIl1d('d ill Od/lilt,,. lrll·~ he spent hI'!! months ill ho~pil:i1 at. V"r"aill~,,, [,,,'l'n"}
heing u-nnstcr-rcd huck t.1I (h[~II'd [It, rct.urned to Frlll\cl' earlv ill IHI" with tlu- :lrd
Butlnli!l\l and t"ok pan ill till.' uttuck 011 I,O".~.took I [ill 70 hut Wits wounded ell Ilullndl
ill ()doli"I'

'l'roopcr ,J L iV[o~ley, Queen's Own Wrn'cestershire Hussar-s. sailed froru '\voillllnllth
on (Jw horse Boat mob.',', IT,' was scut from Ah-xnndria 'to the Dm-dancllcs ns lnfunu-y,
arriving there. wo stayed near Sulva Bay Innding f()r n tow days. On AugusL 21sL we
crossed over Salt. Luke to "Chocolate Hill" under heavy shell fire, Mv regiment was vcrv
lucky only losing about 12 men hut. the other regiment.s lost rather lu-nvilv, We made
"Cboculute Hill" our l"(~st Camp there hut. on the 21Hh August. we were shelled ver'v
heavily, .. ,'\0' I wns standing in my dujr-out, a piece or shrapnel went through my thigl1
and two ofmy fingers were badly hurl" Alter pn~sing through First nid I was sent to the
dl"e~sing~tation then on to the Hospiud Ship "Hewn'''. Ill' went stmighl t.o Oldwa,lf from
DevlJnporL

Pte H Downing' 0[' the ;,th Northampt.on I'iolll.'l'r~ \\'as in Uw ~nn1(' pHrt.of tl1<.' Front.
He wrot.e: 'Fol' u l'lltnight the c:lwllil1g on both sie!e~ Wll" V'rrilk but. on (kt.. 1:1th our
"rUlle)'y f(Jr t.\\IO hOlll'S, 12 noon til12 p.m. simply pOllred shell~ on the gprman position,
It. .~,'emH thnt nothing could 1,"'\lI"I'ive! in suell a []n'. On t.lw st.roke of2p,l11, the bOIll
bnre!nwnt {:cnsnl Hnd wc o!imhl'd (1\'(,1' the IHlI'apl't. wit.h baYlJl\et.s lixed and made lill'
the germHn (1\'I1<;I1('s, A shrapm'\ ~lwll bursting oVl'I'head put. nw out or mess and I was
Illc:ky t.o rellch olll··trelll'h·ill ,;ufdy. I mad,' my way down (0 t.h" dressing station, wus
dressed, put on t.h;~ t.rain ...

Trooper I\I A Dllggan or the NZi':F 18th South Cnntcl'hury j\lollnwd I{itlcs\ I<~[l Nnv
ZealHlld in Ol"lohel' 1914 \vith t.he mnin body which sniled to i\lI"trnli:l wheJ"\' t.he
Au~trulian cont.ingent was ,lis" aS~l'n1hled: they sailed in 'fG tmnspmts ac{:ompanied by
['our cruisers. Tlw t.roops landed al: Akxandrin ,me! from ('I\iro {'mlJurkpd for lhe
Dardanelles where lw wu._ 'tn'nch digging lmlld dodging' Llulillw wn~ wounded in t.he
knel",

Uet'el'enees
I. Pike, ,Lit 'l(wql/oy: Ih" p!m',' (lllt/lh" !)('()JJlc. 199:2 pG'!
'2. Grn)', Todd, (~lL J),'['<JII t!()CII/II<.'III", Hlfl(i ppl'll i)

il. In privat.e hands at Jlreseut.
4. Pike, ,l,ft I'w{:lIloll. LHfl:J pp:J2-:.J
". Also ill privnte hnllds at present,
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A PACKET OF OLD DEEDS

[~lizahdh Hnnunett

(hh' of 1I1l' 'It!VHllt;I;';\':< "I' "..",king in u snlicuor's ,,(TICl' is that xnmet.imea u pncket of
(lId and in[l'I",,,tillg d'_'l'<.\S Cl.ppcars which sheds light, Oil the lurmur owners und occu
pi"l'~ "I' «ur old l"WllS ,1\1(1 vi II'IW's, nlt.hough, unfortunately. corn plll~ol'Y I'egi~trl\tiol\

ollill,' Hi llu- Laud Hl';~;~ll'.v makes this an ill~rea~ingly rare event.
Recuutlv I h;lvc bl'('1\ ill'iC'~ti;.;atil1g:l packet olducds which COVl'\' all nnuxunllv long

period of Lirue r"OIl\ 11;11 l'l IS:)D and which relnt<.' to land ucur the centre or
Hnrustup!c. dt'scrib"d ,\~ ju-t outsidc' tho North gut.c, which. although long gone, used
tu occupy a position nt, tt«. cnd "I' the High Street. 1 '

Part of the dcscrfpt.inn or th,-, lease ill l Hl l i.s, '",nil those lwo sucssungcs or tene
Ilwlll" ~itunle lying; and lll'ing adjoining togdlwl' without the North gate of the town
or Bnrnstnple ufrn-esnid :111d wil.hin the pm-ish or Hnmstnple and do ubut on H lane
thcro called the green lunu....'. C;n"'1l !.;1I1l· st.ill t-xixts. ullhough somewhat altered to
accommodate the Ureeu Lanes sh"llpilll! rl'lltl'l.', -"lill it. is good to know the uumc has
survived nearly tour hundred vvar- or111'ha 11 d('I'I'lopnWIll..

'l'lw lessor of thi~ lease dalo HJ ')111'''.' llq l "';1>< Sir Willlill11 11!'\I'Il1'd, kn'lght. Lord
Howard of' I~fnuglwlll, Hl~ is descril",d 'IS II('ill,LO IIll' '~"ll <lilt! hcir 'lPIWI"'llllJr(,h;lrI,'.~,

Enrl or No\:tillghull1' ;llld I di~cll\'"n,d IhM il I'v", -",,;,,'~';iI'tl'r IIw Artllndll till' tlll'n
1.(11'(1 Howi\nl or 1':tTinghnm. Wl1" h;,ri I"" n. n"lllin:llly ;It kll,~[, in l'hill',~l' 01' 11ll'
Al'llwdu Ilel't., WHS created Earl "I' N"uillgh;'llll, ~o t.lli-~ LI'nl j·II'I\';lnl 1',"'l,~ his ~"II 1
h,ld COillt' lleross IlWntilln of I.on! [low'lnl gr'llltin~~ Il';'J~l'~ ;J],oll( Illi.~ tin1l' in "th"'1
de,-,d~, allhough none nc[.uall,v indudl'd tIlE.' lJ1'igin'11 Iv<ls", Tllis jllIi'/l"d IIW, I"'C<lllH! [
W;lS nOl <lwm'(' nrt.h.., l'[owcuds h<l\'inr-; cm,v l'"nIlL'r:I.i[)Il,~ illlll.rth DI'\-,I,n HOII'... ·\'l:r J
discovered Ihat it L"rd Willinm Ilt,wetl'd ,tllll Lld,\' .\1,lrl;:ll'('1 his \\'il'l' !l;HI )"",11 (';1:1111
ed till' Jnnd ol'l-he prior:.' 01' St . .\1~ln' ~1'lgd'll"t1" ill H"I'Il~t'lplp 11\' 1)"1\1':; V[![ '.IIIr1
pn~suml' t.his wn~ the land lh<.' ~,,\',:nt.l-,(.'nlh U:llt 1I 1',1' L"nl 1·1,)11'<11'(1 wa,; ~dllll;..( it
rutller IlIoks n~ though 11<' I\'a~ ill IWI"I ,.[' S"ll,,-, "<Ish ,m,und 11il1 liS <.111 1,lw d'c.,d.s I
Iwv(' Sl'('n to whkh Iw is n p;lI'tl' Ill''' Ibu,d ,lh"1I1 11\1:1';-

III uny "Vl'nt Lord 110ward :~""lIkd th" ~;'Iid 1)lt'~SUHt..:'-'~ "I' t"IIl"II'.·nh, I'.'it.h ~ollle

add itiollul land, to one 'l'hOll)'IO' ']';llll,.n ',I''1'1'1'.'10", (;111 nc'I'. II hL' 1\"IId wri l'tng 111~1 k\,s ; I,
di ITicult lo d,-'eiplwr wlwtlwl' h i.s Il,',m~' "';Is Til\\'t,on or '1"ll1loll I, PI'<'~UIII,llJ1y 11l.'<;J.HISl.'
ni' hi~ trade the I('s~ee W:l,~ '1\.~1.' r,l',H,t,,'d '!\\'c'ln' I',"t. ill 1"IlI:!.h <lud t.1J", ",-11,,1., I{i',"<:r ill
hrcmlth of tlwl Hiver Ill' W'lt"1' (:,111,,11 lit" \'ol'lh \",,,, ,to hnnr: '\Ild w,lI'h ~kills al1d
ot.lwr doths in 01' li))' UIlY "tlll:1' US", ~[)l'llin:.; lw,s lit'C'1l 1I\(Jt!"I'lliv'd ill till' '1'.lol;ltiuIlS
. in tIlt origin;ll it H'I,I'~ '~kY!lIl"s' whidl Iwd lilt' ",lv.dill" 1'''1' ~I II'hil~' uold [ 1""11('111'

ber"d Thomas \\'<lH a UlIlllc'l',
Although it i";1 k.1S'-' ill Llct il W:I~ ,.1<-;11'1.1' ill ..,lfL'cl '1 ~<ll(, ,till' pl'j,-(, 1\"1~ ,:.-(1) ,llld

the r('nl II'IlS nlW red 1'0,~'-' payable on t.lw f",lSl of lht, N:tli\'il,r ot':-it ,John [hp(.hl
i\\'llil'i1 i~ what, w'-' no\\' call1!le .\'!id';\ll)1ll1('l' quartel' Day, '2·1'/1Illl" 'it' tilt' ~<II111' ~Il<dl

ht' l'lI\rttil v demanded', [[ would be illt!)l'I'sling t.o know it' it. wus l'v"r ~(J ""I1\,u1d,-,<I,
S" ill If'~1 I 1,1w propCI't.,\' wa~ owned hy a t.n111WI', who presumahly carried un hi,s

11';.\<1•.' Illl'I'e, The remaining deed~ show how it chnnged hands OV('1' the (:('nt.uril's
Illllil, wlwl1 it wus sold in IKGf), it.lwd {(II' ~OIlW tin1(' I)('('n a public house ~allcd t.h"
(;"""11 Dl'agoll. having Iwell divided and allel'ed o\,pr the yf:nl's, NUll\el'ou~ n(mw~
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occur ill the dl.,~,ds ,\n(\ much r('~l',IlTl1 t-nulrl I", d"l)(' I" iiml "ul Inor" nbout tlu- IWoP!<'
mont.ioned. Fin \"Ilg pl'l'i.,d~ lIlt' l.l)'''I.'l'r\.'' ~l'l'l)l~ to h<l\-'" ],('('11 lPll;lIll"d r'II.IP.'1' tlum
lived in by its ')I'.'I·,,_'r~, I'll,,> n'll.\'I';lllv l'nouJ-:'h (',un" 1'T'''1lI IIll' "".<dlll1"I' rnnk s or
Hru-umitr-s. ill. ""lSt.;l ""Ilpl,' IWill:: rnnvm-s "I' Bill'l1~i;lpj".

The property P'l~~(,d h"l.h h,'" inhcriliml:l' nnd hy ~ill,' Th" next ,Il,,'d al1l,r t.hp orig
innl lease i~ :on 11.",,;igl\lrl~'nl ,,I ]{;(;..j bl' Willi'lm i\!ono;1l1 ;lIId lus Will' 1'>Lllgan~t to
.Iohn Seldnn Th"I''' i,,, u ,j"llll S,,\dOll ll~'(,>d ;I~ Muvur "I' H:II'llSl;lpl c «t 1,llat li me and it
seems l'ea""l'I'lhl" tu SUI)pr,~,-' it i~ lhl' ~,ITJll' 1ll,III, Tl,t, recita!-. III 1.11'" deed make it
clear that tho pl'''p''I't" held ]lds~,:d lu i\];,q':~II'd 1I,["I'«,lo],y inher'itunce but hv a
rnthcr nH\nr\~\h<'<I!. 1'1'<1[(', 'I'h,' l.>\'i>:il'o'·I\ 'l'h"ln'.\.'. Tnnt,'''l!T~,wt.'''l 1""lll":II,heci till' prop
ortv to S"h'·I~t.ijll1 'l'awt.r.rc'l'nnt.on ~"ll "I' Nid,h'.<lli',1 ~".h',.l:,t.·11111 IWqll'.'HtJ1Cd d, t,(l lus
SOl; '['hOIn'I" '\I'<d 'l'homn.' t.o hi,s n\o.'I.IWI' II,Llrg("·o;t. l'n,~,.lInahly TIHJ"m~ died young,
as i\-brglll'(,t. h"d "hl'iou~h' inh"l'ikd thl' prop"rly \le,I",,, I ,ilj,\ .urd it is tt,mpLing lo
wonder ifthis h"" :1Il\'thin~ t<l do with tll;, ('il'il W:o) wlwh h;<d "n".lI'I''CC[ in the inkr"
val lidwl''''1l [1>1 I '11\;1 /(i(;,1. I have- 11"( 1",,,11 "hi" t" 1-111,1 '111,'''- l'l,!',,'I'!'IH:e to Tawli.1I1H or
Tnntonx. hut hlll"-' "n" day [ mighl k-uru mlll'(' ,,JI<Jul them.

ThL' uc-xl d~,,,tl is an :l:<,si;":'Illnl'lIt hy .Iohu ~c,ldol1',s wid(jl'.', (,in.'l,\' Sctdon, U'W,t.her
wilh Ih .., "l1te'I' t'Xl't'ulill'S ul'lwl' husbami's will. Hidurd :,;"I;s!lul'Y <wd 1';dwal'(l HIl~h'r.

T!u- uurchasc-r I,~ Gill'~ H'-'lIdlt-, PI't'~lIl\\c\hl.l' till' (~il,.'~ Ih'lldl" who WIlS Mayor of'
B<II'n'~upk in 171:; III )(;77 ltich.u'd :-;,dishul'\' I\,\.~ :'1:1;1'-"1"1' Ilnl'll:<lapit', so it looks
a-s t.lwuglll.ll"",' Wt'I'l' all owml\l.'l'-s of ll1<' '!'Illillg ('L\~< 01' l.hc: u.wu at thut dal-e,
[nlwritnll(:I' once ngnin pluys it" pari ill tlu- Sllil,s"Cjl1"lll Limll~l: (II'ownc rtship, only
t.his tinu- ii ulso involv('-s n mnrringr', Among Ill" d""d~ i~ till' III;lITiage settlemenl or
(;ilt~s !{endlp'H dnugbt.l,l', :'I,'largnret, madl' III t 7~,J pl';or III Iln IIWI'l'iage to Ge()rge
Wi(:\;:I'v. mariner, 01' H\lflMtuple, '1'1110< arranged I'or th" pr(jperty to be lert lo t1wil'
lleir>,,'whieb i>, how it came into the pos~eHHioll or the 1{'-'I't! (;",ol'ge Wickr;y of
Tllning-toll who in-17::l7 Hold the properly to Samuel Bn:IllI'idge 01 Ual'l1stnple, W'nU,>
man, Mmgll1'et Rendll: had il1lwri(.ed lhe propert.'>' rrolll lwr fntlwr, Ci!es, A eop'y or
his will. daled t 7~'I, iH with the dl'(:ds, I [i~ prOjWI't.y ind lldr'd nllother h"usp (lnd gill"
den in Bal'llAaple. a~ well a~ lnlld nt ['oUillgt.on, It. W;l~ heqlll'atlwd III hi~ ",iI"" and
(wo d'lughtel's, 1I--[;\I'g,1\'c(. ;Jilt! ,Joan,

Bv ('h~ (ime :'I-'Inrgard'~ ~Oll, t.hc ltevd, G,'orge \Vickl'y sold LIlt' prn]J('I'l,l' it I\;l~

kn,,~vn :IS Tllc (;r('en Drngoll :md tlw purchasl' pri~e wus 1:1(iO, Then' \\';l.S L'\\"'I'I,'d
from the pl'Operly';u<,sigm"d III Mr. Bl''-'Illl'idgl' ~lI~h pHl'l us wa~ pl'('ViOllsly i~I';llltl'd 10
n Ividol.... 1~lizal)('t,li Bart.lett 01' Bl\rn,~ta]JIC', The pl'(l]Jl'l'ty suon thallgc-d h'lnd~ ,11.-:'1111
wlwn it wu,; ,;old by Snnllll,1 Bl'emridge in 1801 lo ,John Bremridgl' '['h,'r., w,'n'
llUllwrous Bn:lTIridw,s in 'Bal'lmlaplt' in t.he n;\le(.l'ellth cl'ntury. In l,'~:\() l{ich"l'd
Bl'ernridgt, was Mayor whi\,;1- :,;amue! and I-'hilip Ilrcnll'idge Wl')'(' hl>th m"mhl'l's of

the Corporal ion,::
The dued 01' 180) also refer~ (,0 a dWl'lIing houst, 'lately belllng'illg to Eliz;ll.c'th

Hal'Uel-l Inll, now to [lenrv Whimpl\' Hnd :tlso l'ders lo the 'lH'ee~';lIrv lllJusl' IWW
standing and hcing in till' (:0111't. ol'tlw ~Ilid pl'l'mi~es ami now U~l't! h,Y ,J"hll S\"k\' a~
tt'nHnl of the HHid !-Ienrv Whimpk togdlwr with 1'1'1'1' Iiherty lo luk'.. ,'In! bAdl \':,dl'"
nt. nil t.inw~ from tlw IJl~mp in the su\d Court', So i[ ll]lpem'I' tlwt 1,1' t1t<ll til'"'' [h,'l',·
was some form 0[' sllnitation :llld a wl\t~'r supply, Proh~lbly in eal'1i,Y t il'IH's \\'nlc,r I':i\~

tnkt'n directlv from the Yeo,
80n1<' tinw'hdween [!JOt and 11'()::l,John BI'ellll'idge must IWI!r.' died, ,1' i'1 th'll.l"':ll

his widow, Ann Bremridg'e. sold lhl' property to ThollHl" Seot! ot 1l,\l'nst;\pk rn'lit·
~ter, At that time thl' IlI'opert,v i" descrihed a,~ in the oe('upnl,r>tl r,II{i(-'h'll'Il 1{,'Ial!,I!.



HO it seems that it was beiuu treated ns 'Ill iuvostnu-nt jJlLllwriy .md Iking Id to oth
Ul'S to occu py.

TIll' last deed is dated 28 April IS5f), wlH'1l Thomus Scou, lht:]\ 01' Upfunds in the
pm-ish of f'lcnvi(,l'cc, Devon, Eaquiro, sold 1l11' pr(lpc')'ly tu SlI,~'lt' l'ylu-, of lhu-ustuplc,
widow, The pr-ice then wns t400. In (In 1.C;;;7 di)'lT!ol'V thl' ucrupaut "I· the- Green
Drrunm is listed as Philip Pvkc. victualler and "toIWlll~'HOl1' Pn.surnuhlv SII"<\1l Pylce
was his widow, In an umo dircctcu'v sill' ,,, "till li~ted as victualler of the (;n",n
Dragon."

And there till' packet of deeds ends. Nu doubt much more could be discovered about
these people by furtbor rosoarch and l!w deeds themselves contain much more infur
mutiou. But in "Ol11e cases. uspcciul!v If"1' (.[W earfiet- years, these deeds may contain
the only record we now hnvc "lthe lives ntt.hoso enr[i(,l' inhabitants nfthe town,
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REVIEWS

(I{enders are advised thnt opinions expressed by I"l'VieWCI'H ill'\, tln-ir ""-'It _llld not IH.'l'('~

snrilv lb,'HC 0(' the Editor 01" of the Devon History Soeid,y as n wh, >k)

In Ptu-suit of Devon's Hiatm-y: A Guide for Local Hlstoi-laus ill Dl'VOIl

("'Illpilet! by [an Muxu-d. Devon Books and the Devon Llistorv S"t'il'(Y, J~J!J7, 11~))1p

t7"I:-, hut onch DITS member entitled to n free copy [SBN 08l>111 !)17:1

I,nwl histnrv is alive and flourishing in Devon: the symptoms .rrr- thl"'" li>I' 'Ill to S'''_',
TIll' 11lOV,' ni' tho ambitious Devonshire Assuciatiou to Bmvhill j-1"11~" Ill(: Inrmntiou or
th" tlo\ll"i~hillg Devon Gardens Trust: the success of Devon Hl'I'1I.nge \\'!:r'k: nnd now
lilt' pnhl ic.ukm of III f-'ul"Sllit or f)E'UOII:~ IlisIOI;1' by Devon Book~ "nd the Devon Histor-y
S'J~i"l\".

So l'nr l hnvc not mcnt.ioncd a singlo person's name. but the eompilf.'l' 01" the hook
uutlcr l'"vil:w, 101I1 Maxted rCuunty Local Stndt •.''; Lihr<lrialll is one or the leader-s, it

j'leil il'ltor, if vou like, (If' tlw local history mnV"I1H.'.Il! Ik followed nnnl.her libnu-iun, the
late and much lumenu-d (;""m·l'-" j':tlt'y, and "r<:"~lI'Hr, \','(' ;11I bow to the revered rnetuo

t-y cfProfcssrn- \VG l'h,~I\illS, who IIl:g,1I\ und «nded his lil<, in Devon, and was largely
responsible ut a nnl.ionallvvul ('lI llI<1kiu.e: local Iustory ,\ 1"<,,,pednbl,, ncndr-rnic disci
pline which amateurs lee l nbh- III i\l<lull--:(' in And it i~ p"dlap~ ntllw local amateur
that l.his hook i.~ directed.

As OIWscans its pages, cramnu-d with l\rotl..~~i"Il'll wisdom. you realil'e how little you
know about the ernfL There mr- "0 111;111.1' n'~"ll"tC" lu tap. ,11 ~l' many levels" national
and locnl, l'digiollS and scoulnr, 1'1lbli"lwd ,tlll! .uchival. lnu Muxted lists them nil. He
<1ckn(,wledges help from ot.lu-n-. 'lIld i\drilllt I{,,,,d Iclwirlll:lll nf the Devon llistorv
Soeielyl, largd,Y wrotethe eh:I('II"1' pn 1"(,,,1 hi~l.nr,V ~(,,,kl.il''''

Muxled acknowledges in till' III""l p:lr1lgrllpll tlurt 11is IlI,ok ",ItH1"t cover cvcrvthing.
and if it were to li,~t <111 tilt' c"ll~t;lIlll,...dl:ll1l--:illg "ociU,i",,' ;Hldl'l:s,,(,~ his hook would
soon he out. or date, so he ,wnsihly 1>,(-1\(.[01\;; Loca! Slllili"s ill J)''1'Ofl: A (;lIid,' t"
tiesonrrr« as being a directory which \~ regulnrlv updated by Devon Libr.rrv Servicc«.
and it i~ :lll (~~s('ntj(ll SUppkl11l,nt or uppendix to his own book.

Reading hi~ Intmducl.ion I !{roHned when J (,wnd a WOI'd omiUed, Not anollll'l' ,'iln'
lI'ssly p1'oof.J"(~:H1 book, [th"ught! l-lO\\'(~v('1'>1.1]('1'(' (lrc fiew other mistake~ and misprinls
- u good extllllpl\, to tho~t, Iw is ndvising. But I \V~lS ~Ul'p]"i~cd wlwn 11<l'pt. t1nd\ng 1'1:h
lislvcd works ~p',lt with r..'we)" eapital Idters thnn W('l"(' ju,;l.died. 1'01' exnmpk. (Ill'
W,:.'·I("/1~ 1I1(""lill).; 111."1<',' "fwuld be W""ll'l"n iH()l"nill{j N"H'S, D"1'1JI1 /if;' should 11(' rhTrm
I,i/;·, cll1<l 1.llert' ~,re ollwr titleH silllilal'ly expre~iietl,

(I,,~ Hlu',~ly lI'"l'''lllllpt\l'''I~o('nw to suggest alllJmiiiSiol1, hut I do think it. would I",
Iwll'h,tI tn poi 11 t out ill t !l(, ~(,ction ahout ~Olll'CeH of photogl'Hphs thal the hiHloric l'ol1('e
tion "I ghIH" l\('1;'1!.i\·('~ ofClwpmnn & Son (of DawliHhl were depot<ited III the IkvOll
1{'·CL>rd Ortin·, \\'lwl"(· (11(" Lddng 01'1' or prints can be m'ranged f'll" u .smnll ehul"ge.

TIll> hook iH w"lllnid L,ut :lIlt! t:t·oss-indexerL help!hlly illu~tl'ated with reprmllll'li"11S
,\(' ~,\m)ll(: tll'tllm"nt.", alld I'rnvid('d with un ample index, Anyone thinking 0(' dahbling
ill 10"111 hi"t"l'\, ,,In>lIld get thi~ book. It eould savf.' t.hem a good den I of lime and
<ll1gui"h.



Uttcuhue a Peouliur Parish: A Devon Town f'rom 'l'udor Tinu-·s. Written ;1I1d
Puhlished hy '1'11(' Uftcuhuu Archives l:r"III' !':ditt>,'s: I'd"" Wvntt .iud l{ohin Stuncs
1:2,50

Uffunlmc earned Llu- sobriquet. ill the tith- ollbis )"",1\ 1'l'(lIlI tl", I'nd thut between
c. I114fi nnd I!H(j its neclesinstical ntfnir» "".:'" ,-",:,II',,[ll·(\ by I.hl· prebendary of Ullcuhnc
nnd ultirnutclv the I.knn of Snlisburv, '1l1r[ II',,~ th\ls peculiar; L(" cxem pt. frnm l.ln- juti.s
diction 01' the Bishop of Snlishurv, Hut 1"1' the infamous Hacdukur nil' I'nids on l:;xci,'i'
during' tlw Second World Wm- this 111THngt~nH'nt would have caused only a minor h-us
Irntinn to those interesteri in Uffculme's history. who Faced a rHI' [onger journuy 10
Salisbury and. from 197fJ, tq Tnmhl'idge, than their colleaglH's Frnm adjoining ptn-isl'n-s

who had only to "" ,(S (';Jl' ,1.", E""ter to consult the relcvunt diocesan archives. 'I'ho
d('~l,l'udi',n ,,1' virtuallv all tile probate records or t.l«, ku-nl church courts fot- Devon and
,'-"OI\1('I's\,1 ill I '}I:2 rll,,<lns lIuI L'ffculrne is pcculiur in Devon for having' a complete
nrcluvc nf !In,h;ll'.· p·('""ds. Thi~ t:lcl cncouraued the Uffcuhnc Archive GI'OUP 10 fen-m in
"rdt,,- I" 1'\lbli,.;h I.hos... re-curds. and Oil the evidence or this volume. ~00\l to he joined hy
fulli-rhtion t>f tuc- I('«"'d~ t,or tlw IkWlI] and Comwnll Record Societv, this is a chullcngt
which 1111' 1,:'-011]1 hn~ m<'l with (','I\siderable adeptness and "kill.

l.'I1'I'llIIlW·S unusuul 1\dmillist.nlil'(· ~tatus has not hliudcd the group to the need Ill!'
its ",orl, In h,' set ill till: I'.'id\·l' cnnnxt 01' Ull' socinl and uuononuc hiatm-y 01' Devon from
the si:-.:tl'('lllh tl> tlw ('ighl",·nt.h ,'!'!ltlt'T and the render is mnd(, Hwnl'(' that this I'me
Dev'lll ,~n\lI'~I' is lIst,d tt> illll~t!'i'1t1.' in l"lI-tielllar tlw agl'ieult..uml and cloth industry ,,['
the n'gioll, thus I'.'idc'lling ih \':0111" h"v"nd Illllse inl.en,skd only in the pill'i"h ilse,11:
Alth"ugh IU Un 1I1Thi\.'i"L it i" II ratber pailllulllldaphol" tlw prolml(' n,(,ords h:.1\',,, hc(,tl
I'! I'llng d ''.\' I;,I' ('Vc'l'y "igni I'ican t jot of in l,wllla ti'ltl. A,I(]till' I' :' 11-':11 ili'-'<lIlt a" h i!.w1ll"1lt 01'
Uw hr",\;. is t.hat, ,ilt.hollgh a lealllefl{ll't, illllaint,lins ~, ('ollsldl\( high "U'mlal'd (,f "..11(,1·
nr,<llip with no lightweights at all.

The hook concentrates on t.he wills and inventori,.',;, ,] st,it'C'I.ion "Iwhieh :11'<' PLl!..
lit<hl'd hen'. nnd Chn]ltl']'~ nI'\' devoted tn annlysC's "f Ill\' ,'vi!kon: gl',alll"d InulI th"m
n,lHting 10 Llw wnoll,'n industl'!', filnning. hOll.~("'; nnd Ihcir lurnishings, ~1I1d c!ntlws, A
chapt(~r {kills with tlll' subj('d of debt. ;md im','stnwlli ["or which Ih" n'('""d~ ill'ol-id,'
much important evidence. and :.here i:< n l'aseinHting ill1nh'sit< PI' 1l11ll1('S ,md r"I'lti,lll
ships which draws some interesling: conclusions aboul, so"inl ulllnn·t,ions 'l.~ I'\'ilkll<'cd
I,.\' the di~trilJLItiollof' sunmmes in east Devon. HOW('\'['L (hi' ~l't>ll]l has I"nk,·d Illr!.i"'I·
~Ifield to cover populnlion total:<. land OWller~. vicar" 1IIHllloll·e"lJl'ormil,1' 11'; \\",11 ;IS
puhlishing IllUHtl'r 1'0IL~. sllbsidie~. pOOl' l'ales and n blld tax <l~';l'SSJlI"ll! J'rOlll the ",i,,·
ll'<:nth to eighteenth cenlul'y ilnd Uli~ IllHk('~ Hvnilnhll' III IJrilll et »ubsttllllial body oj'
IIwt,'l'iil) tCII' loeal and liul\ily his(ol'ians of' UITeuln1l',

;\jut only has tbe group produced n signitknnt ]'eC<(llll'ei'. it took tlw Iwavl' decision to
pllbli"h itself nnd is to be congn]l.u[nted on producing- nil attnwtiw' and \\'('11 indexed
hnt>lc The i[]usln1(.iollO< - photogrnphs. lill" drawings nnd pl'ints - nl'(, well chosen nnd
mid nnn:h 10 the work. 01' pnrt.i'·lILlr l1ot., i:, tll<' hird's eye view oftJw villaw' centn..
mmph:k with ~l k(.y 1.0 tll" IJllildilll,:,'; l'llbli':<ltinn i~ olrell:1 tense ilnd stres,;f'ul b\l~ille~s

and llw gnlup's rlt·'.,i~ion tu bnlll,: r"rward till: puhlication date in view of the krmil1itl
illness 01' Peter Nl'\vlH\1, W.lt.llOr "I' Uti,' :,('cli"ll~ "n the <:loth industry nnd building of
Unculme. ha~ not 11f!'l'l'Iet', tlw pn·~"lltc'.li,,(l ,,('till' hook Ht HIl. which i~ in itsdl'a I'il.ling'
tl'iblltt' to n ll1\leh V'IIIll·d llll'ml""" 01' t.lw .C;I'('Up

The I'ole 01' Ihe r!'\'i!'\\l'1' ill oll"'l'in" C"II"tl'Lldil'" critieism is nwdc dilTieult in t.his
case by the overall "Xl'l'll"m'I' "r llw \I""k, l-l,'\I'''\'''I', tl\'O minor errors nppeal' in the

Z\;

Ollt'ning' (wo S':llt"llcet<, 'I'll(' parish rvmnincd Iw,l\nl\,,111y lllldt,r th." Ikilll 1,III(il lI-Hh
when. by ;111 Order in Council, peculiar jurisdictions W("'\' .1'1 ,ulislt\'d, Hot I1;:',:1 ;I~ ~L\tt'tl

which was the year 111 which the l*l.~t vicar was inst.ituu-r! b\' till.' Lre..u. The :"laklll<:lll
l.hat tilt' great tithes were ofcorn and wool ii' only hall' ri:..::hl 'l'lwy \','\,,'C' dm· nil ('I'''pS
produce-d diruct.lv From the soil: so coru is (:orred. hut wool W'It< a Io,,,t<,,,. tiUw, 'I'hc lit I"
n( Uw hook rnised Uffculmc to a stal.us of'n town ve-t nothing I" orl'!'n·d t" ,~IJ~~i.:l'A Lhul.
it \\,;IS ;lnything othe-r than n huge I!illng'e. Although such di,,(int'li"l1s iln, dillindt lu
druw precisely, some discui'sion of this knuttv problem would h,l\'(' lu-cn helpful.

'1'11" hook dot's not den] in any detail with the ninotccnt.h "1'nl\1I'," "'U) it is to I".·
Itolk'd that th(~ group is Iweping its powder drv fnr Further re" ..nn-h. puh'>Ib I".pin~ rr,
uu.ract others tu join, The introduction includes n list or llw 1llThivps 1'1' 111[, 1'1"')",1,11 [,I'
Ulkulllll' but nHtI,(~S no mention of tlu- quantity or material nhuut th .. p.u-ivh 'lInol,g,,1.
th,· f)"c1n's urchivos, most notably till' churchwardons' pl'eHelllllwllt.~,lIl1olwhieh are at
'['I'nwhridge, Perhaps the grllllp may tnke up these further c!l;,lk'ngei< hut even if this
d,ws notcnme to pass its members can Lakejust.ifinblc )JI'idC' and satisfactiun in putting
l}fI,:ulll1(' f;l'1llly OIlI.lW map on Devon hlstnr-ical studies with this excellent book,

S'I<'I"'II Hoh!),';

Medieval Fentur-cs or the Churches uf South West Cornwall and South Enst
Devon No " St Arnlvcw's Church, Plymouth. by Nicholus Unslcy, The Plymouth
Pl'e,~s, No pl'iee given,

This sel'ies 01' ~tL\diL's i~ \'",",1" l'n"lll~in,LO_ th till' 'lllt.ho!' il('knol·... ledges. the study of St
Andrew\ is n g'l'eaU'r ch:dl"nw' Ikm ib UJlIllt,'rp'll'h. nnth in scale and !m:al ~ignifl.

c~nlCI' the gl'eat church 01' l'lynllluth is \\'irllLlIll P'-'L'I' ["cHlly. [r wn,~ always dosely linked
with tlw BOl'ough ~)f Plymoulh :md il_ ndlnil,islrilti"'l ;\lld, "incE' 1~J.l2. Mands also as
an icon nr t.he destl'ueti(lfl :Illd n'l'flll~trlldinl1 "I' t[ll: cit,\', ;"Jich,,]n,; ('a,~Ic,1' pel'!(ll'mS 11
valuah[(' tnsk in pulling IO,[Cl·t 111'1' " wi!h, r" I,W' ol_~o\lln''; 1I1ld lla~, in hest I'(lshion. evul·
tWled tl](' SIlUl'('CS, with closest p,,~~il.k n,li'rr'IH:l' Lo tl", »il" and tlw I'nhrk Ill' UH'
church. \Vlwn nc\v resewTh is pu),li~h,-,!1 as Ih'q\lentl~' ;1" it is loda,V. i', i:; (,"s'·ntiall."
produce new synth('sc", Nid",I;,s Cnsley i~ bang' up to dale with hiH. wllh H'[l,n"W<", ;1;';
recent n~ lHHfi to show ['or his wide I'euding'. The greatest diniculty. 111-',11'1.1'1"1111 th('
l'hnng(~,~ to Ihe h\lildin~: ibwll: np)w,u'S to he tlll' scar('ity of n.'lc'l'ences wl)[lH' pro\"(,
nnncl' i.~ certain. !\l·\(",tlwl(~s~ it, is valuable to han' an hi~torinn pl'('pared to rl''''''''.'~S

even t.!w nw.'i, C"1l1l1l01l1y accepted view. as the nuthor dot's 1'01' thl' date of !Ill' bllildlllg
"r t[ll' t",'..-('I'_

-S"III!' minor (:rilici"ms may bp mnde, As n recognised aUlhority on nwdi,'\';,l
Plymouth tll'..' ;1lIt.1l,,!'\ l'ange of referenc(' in thl' ninl'teemh cl'nlury is Ic's~ l":"t;lill.
[{"bel'!. \\\.1.11.1 St"lll' Ibn,n {not Bacon). to whom 11(0 nlludes in a {'Iotn"t,-,. WHt< th,' PUt,l
11"': p"d I"ul'(':ltl' "I' Plymollth Hnd possibly n dl'.~ccndal\l- or the ~ixk('nt.h ('l'll!t"\'
lll'l,I'OI'. (~l'(1I'_~'t' [1;,'\'1);;, The nppl'ndices are t'xtremdy llo<"I'ul but thl' l·xislt'm',· "I' '."111'11'
nilll't\,,-,lll,lll'c'lltLII'y pl;uH I'clnting lo Foulston's 'n'slornUlHls' of the chul'ch is !H,ln(,l,,!I,

Nid1[,lilS CLI~lt,y d('''t'I'\'''~ prni.~e till' hi~ commitment to 1'lYll1ollth's hi"tory. p:,rticu
I:uly 11t ,L lilt,t, \\'lwl\ ,dll1".~l no mw else is producing' thorough nnd original work Thi"
h""k i-, <l I':,Iu"hl,_· [,dditi('ll to tlw Ilihl iogrnphy of chu1'ch sludie",

['nul BmuJ--:h
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Mortehoe & wootncombc On The Hecrn-d, bv Mnt-gurct Reed, Puhliahcd by The
Ft-icntls or Mortchoc Curt. Lmhuv Heritage Centl'~, Mortchce, Woclacombc. EX;l4 7D,!:
I H\17, 1rH; pp, illust.rnted. l-Iurdh;\ek na.se. ISBN 0 9!J0l)()29 2 2,

Murgnret. Reed is a 'Devon Uistonan' of some st.nnding, having nh-endy written the
storv 01' Piltcn, where she lives: such work is perhaps addictive, nil" her publishers note
thni,~ when asked to umh-rtnkc the present study, 'she willingly embarked on Cl conceu
tratod three-yen)' period of research, writin,;, and gUlhering illustrations'.

The par-ish of Mortnhoe consistH of 'over 4,O(J(J ucres or wildly dil'fel'ing countryside'
but tlw book denls with more than this: it 'tells the story 01' the aren rather than the
pm-ish, no apology is mnde for including references to adjacent manors, whicb hut for a
quirk nfcwuurahip dating hack over a thousand vcars. could wollhuvcbcen part of
Mm-tehoe parish'. The manors and ostctcs. both within and ndjncont to tho paris-h nrc
not onlv numerous, but unusuallv w(,1I documented, The author has responded well to
this ch;ll1enge, and he I' research IH\;< been commendablv thorough,

i\ great wealth 01' ruatorial presents cnnsidcrablc prohkms in organising and balancing
Cl parish - 01' area - history, 1\ strictly ehnmologicnl (ICCO\lI1tnwani< revisiting manv nf't.hc
same themes in chapter nller chapter: a strongl,V thematic one means g-oing lmck to the
beginning just ns Ii'<;quently, Mi-s Reed opts 11)]' the lntu-r approach, but helps the reader
wth n brief chronologicul histnrv before introducing her first. main theme. that or land own

ership, There nrc useful 'nups in t!wHe rntroductory chnptcrs, and l.lu'oughnut lite bunk.
The arcn studied includes six Dnmusdav I11H1WrH and I1UIlWI'O\lS other estaleH 01'

SI11:\11 settlcmunt s. [<;a~h 01' lhe~e is prcseut.cd with all abundance uf detail on llw
'de,;c"n! oftlw m;lIlpr', wilh familie~ like Chid1e~tel's ,md Fortl'snH''; te' Uw 1'''1\" n~ well
a~ till' 11[' Trnn>\'H, ",h"",·.' IlHoHtnot"rinus 1lll'l1\lWI' 11',1" PIll' ,,1''I'hol))as l>cck{'1'" ;lSH;lS
~iIlS, 'l'i,nHnLH :1~ well i1~ lonb <ll'I' diHl'u~M'd, Hrollws<.' l'h;IJlI.<>r~ shpllld d(,lil:ht. 11"';11 1'0',;

idenh, ;md lll'lp tlWIll diHl'nvel' il jCl-{',li l),>(11 ;1IW1It. t.Ill'ir hOIlW~, ];md :\Ild pn'd\'l'pS';[)l';';,
They a Iso pro,'id,-, :1 III illl' [Or inl'nrl1l(l!.inn lill' s<,h,'I'lr~ :11](1 1'>1:;\1 hi,~("na!l,~, wh" will linll
many lr'H,sel'ip(.i"r,~or COlllpll'l-l.' d(\{'lIllwnt" I'n\J1] which Ip qual'l'y II]('il' o\\'n ,,·pm,;,.
Genernll'l:ad"I's, Ill' (11" vi"ijor~ ",lwlll till' puhIiH)lI'r~ abp 11a\'(' III thew ~i:-:hl~, );I,IV,
however I", I.ktllllkd Iw I.Iw amo(lIlI.(\l'd,~t;]il ill thl~ f1r,~t ",,~tinll: (.Ill' Dnllll'"day (,:lln<-,~,

hnving i.wr,n enmpd.;'nl.ly l"h\lf:1ll'd 1';11'11('1' are n'pL',dc'd in I·ulll'or endl 111'.111''1'
1'~lsewll('n:, :lI'tL'1' 'l p"ir,l hr,s 1"''-:11 m:HI" wit h "IH' PI' two go..,d l'X;lll\pl{'_~, l'.\t 1';:< dl1"S Nld
littlp eXl:I'pl I"ngth,

Thl~ ~PcolJII ,;"eti'JIl 1,1' the Im<,k U,IlLl'I'IlH (.Ill' rh\tl'l'h ,11111 rn;lttL'I''' l'"dt:.-ii\:,t.iG\I, i<IHI
the first Lwn Chllpll'I'S, hv d",i1illg wilh thL.' ChlllTh hCfr>lT (Itld i1n{,~, tl1" ]{,d'>lI\\,lIiotl
achiev\' a uH,I\d c"mpI"Jlllis,> with tht, c!wnn"l"f:iC;ll (lppm,u'h. 'I'lw bHt H'.,'.'I.ioll C"I\l''-Tll~,

social hislol'v, I<H' which th" llil'I1Wtic ,1PPI'Oill:h i,-, well ,-,uiil'd. H"IC, c!l;\lIl('I,S 0\1 (.r'.Il\<;
and indusll'~" ,_'duC'·,lioll, b\\' '·"HI '!I'dl,r, mnritil)1(' hi;;t ...r\', milibuy hi:<l.ol".l', (·"ad:, '_Uld
jiJOtpalhs, ,,;\(1 k'i~ltn! HIHltlw r,rts Cnnl.l'ibllk to 1','hi\t.l1l;lllv n"ldl'(·H ill,I.V filld ll1'-' \1\(1:4

intcl'esting pttrl "I·lht.' h,,'ol(, 1,\)1' this ~',{'Ii'lllto", s"m" W",d plwt(lgm[Jh~ lw\'c Ill"_'O d1"
sell, showing tl", ('["11"l'g('I\<.'(: of t.lw 11O\Iil1:ly n:~ort 1Iftt,I' L1w milway nll,-'Il(',-.I ill IS·'--!

A ['el\' nigr;IL's: lIh>~l.' thing 1..11(, h""k 1'101' rpli:l'"ncl' illLl~l Healdl I,h'_, I,c,'\t ["I' ",,1.,:,'-' ill
paj'(~ntlw,Hes, ,.:.,t1",r th,ln lindin:.; lh"111 lisl"d pilh"I' elt lh~ "lid of cl P'\(.:<;, ,\ dl\l p1l'.I', 01
the whole book, '1'\1(' ind"x LOll, hns ''IT',rs :IIU) nmi;;"I(](L-< lie I',' ,Iild IIH'I'<.', ;wll ,souw of'
the photogrnphs 1111;1<. n d;\l,,_ Th., hook i,; \\'"I! alal aUl'uctil't.'ly pl'ocl'l<;,'d, 110','.'("'('1', wilh
nn evocative t'Ov(,r pidlln: n,pnJlluc<:() fn,ln 'llwilllinl-i hv [[ugh GUI'II<.'Y

It is a pity thnt th(, Instth;lpl<:l' - "11 !..i~lll'l' _ hl',"lks ,,1'1' ,lIlt'I' a dd,\il ,!l1<Hlt a jond
ho;;t.ell'y, leaving tlll' n,ndl.'r 'lip in Ihl::lil"_ [t wlluld IWH' ht'l'll iiltl'I'e"tillg lo h:\\-t) kId ,I

2'"

1'('1." cnnl'1nding th',ugI1h gatbl;l'"d into a flll,11 chuptr-r p"rhaps I1H1I't' uu llw cnnncct.iun
betwee-n p:l.s! and 1)l'!cspnl, hn,ught out bv pcrcvplive ntllLrrwnl:, likc the Iullowing,
which ends 1.111' chnptcr on ],[!l\ds und CoolpHth,~,

Thl: mudc-r-n route 1." Mnrtchoc and Wnulaeomhe ['1'<)111 (.Ile l'e_~1 or [';ngl<llld is via tho
NMlh Devon Link BOild to Aller CI'OS,~, nnd then tu HlnekmoOI' G\\l'~, 1"1'0111 thi:-;
)lnin I. th(, tmu-i si s ),)11, ,\\' 1'~li rlv pr"cj ~l' 1,1' in the l(l(,lHlt'p~ 01'the Il I'Oll7l' Age t radc rs
nf t1l1'''I, (. .. rt,\I\, thouxnud Yl'ar~ llg" wh.-, u-od tilt' \,idgewllY in St'<II'~h (]f t he [l<;~e,~,~i

lies "flil"
NI\'s Beeu'" pllhlish'I'_~ h,lVl'I~("Jd rcuson lo he J,jr;ltdhl (0 11('1', fot- ,she IWH not only put

MOI'Ie:ho\' ,HH] \\'""Ia('"mlw 'Oil tho 1'(,Cnr([', hut h>l~ HI~<l <!<IIl;lkd till' proceeds 01' lilt'
ill,.,k to the 1\IIHI~ 01'thei r nvw IWI'iUgl' c,'llll't' _Both ve-ntures deserve to succeed.

Alison Grant

Cir('uit Ghosts, A Wesl"l'Il ('irnlit "r'li~teILiny by Anthuny Hurwcud. Second impl'('s
si on (I'"vi~,'dl 'I'ho \Ve_~l"rI\ Circuit. 29G pp, Pnperhack £12,00 post free by cheque
jJn,'iHlil,' lo till' western Cil'cuit at Bl Southgat.e Street, Winchester S023 9EE. ISBN ()
~):i;I{)~07 U a.

While this is u book primmilv fill' barristers and in pui-ticuhu- for those practising on
the Western Circuit it can be rend with pleasure and with lit.tlc difficulty hy lny per
son", r l only once had recourse to Muit.laudj. lt hns the gt-nerul purpose of providing a
history of the \Vestel'll Circuil and its t.rnditions and more particularly of thosc who
belonged to it..

Orjginnlly the circuit was made up of the countics 01' COl'llwull, Devon, Somer~et,
Wilt"hire ,md Hampshire, The judges travell{~d armed until Tudor times but with the
StuHrt~, apnrt fl'mn eivil wnr,s, getting al'Ound the country WHS the main problem, This
was less diflindt when turnpike I'oads were built in the next century nnd certaia con·
vent.imlS could 1)(' eHtablislwd: The judge would I'ide in his own c(lrringe, as might till'
Leadel' of (,he Bur, but members were not permitted to use public transJlort.. Thcy
either rode or shared u postchaise, With the coming of t.he rail wayI' they were exp(~cted

to t.ravel fir,,! class and lill' some ye,Il'~ the judge would robe in the li'ain to b{~ ,;reet(~d

hy t.he High ShcrilT and his escorl on the down plntforrn,
, The nuthor de"cl'ibes the development of the Cir~uit MeSH nnd its officer,;, Of these

the Wine Treasun~): was the most important. I-Ie was 1'{'Hponsihle Illl' the general com
li11't oi' members, nrranfring Grand Nights and genel'Hlly ~afegl1(1nling t.heir profession
al illtere~ts, Until the end of'the la"t rentury there was also a Bnggnge Mu~ter l'eSpon"
sihle !(Jr loading up the circuit vun in London with members' book bo.';:e" and rolWi< (IS
well as with the wine, It is interesting to see I.lwt in the seven yeurH after U\14 wine
~nn,sUlllpli()n was highest in Exeter! After the rnilwnys rame the telephone U~ n Cador
(Iltering circuit life ft,lIowed by the motor cnr nnd by the admission of women wflidl
sec~ms to hnve been achieved with little !bction; on Mess Nig-hts the first elected tact·
I\illv withdl'nwing with the port. Changes in the nationnl s)'stem of courts later in the
pl'e~\'nt centur,V ngnin led t.o ehnng(:s in circuit. life,

Alt.hough Devon wu" onl,v one county in the circuit it produces !\lore 'Ghosts' than
n1O"t of lhe other", 1:tnny of them Hre given sh(lI'l biographies, In Tudor t.imes there
WHS, [Ill' example, .John Whiddon ofChng!(J)'d said to have heen the first to ride to court
on a hOl'se instead of n mule, Another, Sir ,John Hell', wus denounced by the Lord
Keepel', who owed him money, as 'n grypinge and exccsHive usun~r' lInd who con~e"
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qucnt.ly blocked his ndvnnccmcnt. Under t.lu- Ntuul'ts OCCUI' till' ruuncs of Muynm-d,
Pi-idenux, Glunvil!c and Chier.ru~\ic', Holh-but it is in l.he ji)llowin,iC ccnturv that the
sU,I'~ really lihill". Lords King (K~l't,.n"', Cunulr-n (Cullomptonj. 1\~hhllrl"ll .uut Gifford
(I'~xc1l'ri all achieved peerugcs and hi:,h OlriCl' while Sir Willim !·'pllell would havc gone
much Furt.her had lu- lived. 'l'ho Vid"riHn "l'a was pm-ticularly r-ich in pl'omilwnt
Devoninn Inw,'!('I's. Thcl'e were the Culuridgcs: Sir .)01111 W\I<I refused a peerage, hi" ~"Il.

the Lord Chi"I'.JlIs(.ice, who took "ne and hi" grand~()Ii" distingurshcdjudgu as well ns
other less well-known fumily members. Then uarnr- 1(1'. Collier who becuruc l."nl
Monkswell, H,C, LOPl'~ I!.onl Ludlnwt nnd ,tA. FOIJ1l', u ruuowued wit, who wrote
anonymously an carlic-r book about life on Uw circuit. l'rr,hiliJly the last of 111" well
known Devon lawyers W:1S J'!,I'~, 1Iukc, later Lord Merrlvalo. ln the pn's"llt C,"LltUI'Y the
141'''<11. names have COI11L' m"~t\y trom outsid« the Counf.y - Viscoun!.s NilllCllI and
Cn'I,kcnte, 1,OI'd Cnddard and more n'l'l,nlly L",.d Devlin nnd Lord Dr-nniug. T11'~ lat
tor's speech ,11, ',I banquet given in his hO\1\)\\I' i.'i printr-d us an appendix ;1I)!! inciudes a
succinct historv of tilt) circuit.

Much {'fllw charm of this book lies ill its ,'I'l'n!"tes and in its descriptions of' Uw
foibles 01'indivirluntmumhers, Home known to the author '-111'.\ others to those who were
seniors 11'11"1'1 lw l'.':lS first. called. H,) i~ never unkind, even about the distinguished
membel' who pe]"~isted 111 lH~rr"rll\illg' lengthy and complir;1tl'd conjuring trieks on
Gwnd Nights long after 11<' hrld I"stlhe ~kill to do so, Wlll'l1 l1'\lth (i,rces him to he cri 1.
iCid h,' doe~ ~o dispnsl'ionatdv nnd wYthout lllnliee. While th,'I''' i~ much in it fill' lIw
kg;d IlislUl'ian tlwre i~ nll'(\ Cl !~r('1\I dectllo inrorm and indeed to diverl thl' lII"n, !':':lwr
(11 read!.'!".

:\<11'/(111 [(".',{

Hunnah Cowh'y Ti\'l'I't"n's Playwright and l'inllCI:1' !",.. minist 174;~ - 1KO», by iVlat·.\-' de
In Mahotiere. 1)"Ulll Il""b, ~)() pp, Illus(.nlt"d l'Hperhnck £.1;:)". ISBN O;'i(i! 14 m(-i D,

Hnnnah Cowl",.y was the dUIIl:l1kl' "I '.' Tiverton bookseller wh" hl'C;Ulle one of the
town'~ l\Vdv" Corp"rator,; or g"vlTni Ill' cnuncil1ol's who eledcd t.h" f1K'11lbl'I' jiJl' the bm'·
ough, During Hallnah'~ lime 111' W;IS ,\ !'('pt'('sentalive of the Hvdt,r 1!Ii\l'I'l>wbyi ramil,v
who helpf'ullv obtnined a po"t rpr ;\11' C"w"'y in Ul" Enst j"din Compnny in 11"l\g1\1
wlWl"L' hl; di"d after fil\ll"teen years ""l'viel', lbnnah ',~ prnl"e:;sion us 11 pluywrighl j~ ~"id

lr> ]w\'!: hegulI when she saw l\ dull pluy in LondlH\ 'Il\d di'cided thal. she could d" hellel'
lwr~elf, The n~s\M wa~ t.h,~ .~tI(ee~,,(\.d The RUI/(l(('lIY jJ\lt <111 by G:u'l'ick at till' lw;.:inloilog
or 177(;. Thn~(, YC(lr~ Inter came IYlw','; the Dllpe! Hut ill lw! \\'e('n t.here wel'e din'LlI1til;.~

with Sheridan, who Ilad uk('!1 over from Ganick ill J)nu'y LI!1(', with Gnl'l'iek himself'.
;\lld 0\'''1' plagiarism with (llwthel' f"enwlc drnmnllsL, Hannah ]\'1111"", Lilt,_,!" sill' had IllOl'e
troll hie with the lIw"ll'ic,ll \1'1,r\d where hel' ",q(ce~ses did Ilot 111(11;[, hI:," ,llllnmaticnlly
wekollw, She conlillued to produCt, pl;l.l'~, hel' «JillCdi,,~ being tl1I' nw~t j1"pulm~ until
11~H, when shf' I'dired to Tiv(~rton, ('~ pr,,.,:,i11i: bcl' distaste f(JI' coul<.'mpllr;ll'y theatrical
trend~. ~IH; h~ld also engagNI in unnwm",';\hll' poetic exchallge~ 1I111kr tilt, name of
Annn j\\aUltLl w'lth another pod in the colllmns of The W()rld which earned 11('1"
Girtiml\ ~nll'l1 ill his Brwiat!, Cl'nSUlVS which n kite, ninetcenth 'l'lltury Devon anUl"I,,·
gi~t thought m"rikd, She wrole ~evel'al long poem" b\LI, h'~I' reputntion ~lallds on her
pla.v~ ,md primarily 011 lwr c<'lIlwdies.

[ll her da)' Hunnnh Cl,wky\ pl'lY~ were published ~"I)[,r'lll'l.\' and in coll('ded edi
ti"lIs and us bte us till' cnd "I' thl' last century were s<lid to he still Oil lhe aning li~l.

:'10
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Evidence of thuir durnhility i~ that b"th Henry In'in~ nnd Ellvn '['l'I'I)' were to tnke
parl, in n revival of The lklh's ,':,'I'"((I('~"'lj (17HO) well into till' !il)l"wlng century. An
AnWI'ic<',11 rcpriul. or about twent.y y,-';lI's "g'D is no longer avuil:ololl' ,u Id s" the author
gi"l'~ <1 prl'ci~ ofthe plot nleaeh. l\'l,,~t ure comedies with nfl the surprises, subp\<,t,~, dis
glllsl'~ ;Lnd re-vetuuinns ,~O popular alllw time. The tlwnws include brides who SUl'C0,'i.'i·
Cully mnrrv f"1" choice contrary to the intentions "t" Lhui I'gll:mlinns 01' parents urn! gil'1~
wht avoid arrnngred uurtchoa with men Fm- older than themselves. These hen,in'.'~ in
genernl show indopoudcucc "I' mind, It is on thc-,r- pl()(,~ und aUiludl's that the nuthm
gives Hnnnuh her de~l'I;,ptiOl\ of pioneer feminist "lthr'llr;h she is careful to stress he)'
attitude Us II good ",il',' ~Llld mother,

Hnnnah Cnwlev wn;; Fricndfy with Coswuv, the paint.er. nunthru successful
'I'ivortouiau, andis »nid to have beun pat.rnniscd by queen Clwrl,,(1.p lL11d to have
moved in the hest London circles. LiHIc',thoug'h, seems known abouther lill' in the call
ital 1'1' iudrx«! "dlnut hen- husband, hiIllSl,lf,,;lid to he well known in lilr_""lr.\' ~irdes. He
wns Sl'J1t ;,tf to India to mend the Iaunlv !"r!\ll\l'S, sur;gei>ling thnt even a run or sue

cessful pl,,'y~ was not enough to keep <I wil'" and three children. HI' married off suit
ably, in Cnlclltl" one of till' two da\lghlel's and no dcuht wO',lld have done the saute [or

thl' otht:r had she no\. di,'<I IJ(]fon~ "ailing. Our il1k1"('~t ill hil\\ is ,~ha]"pelled by the j;,cL
of his hnvilll4 critieiscd. 'l1\<I[I.\'I"otL';[y, in the pre~~ tlw pruducliol\ 0(' Ollt' of '1'l1C lkl/,~'-'

SlnJ/agclII, Neverthel('~"~hl' iH sClid to hav(' been devni"r1ln him ),ill'S de la IVlahotiel'e
h,lS put UH in her dl~bt hy lTviving interest in llanl\alJ'~ work. We nll1~t, I'''''" hope for a
~ight of some o['hel' pln:'s,

.\;lI'J(!II !If'ed

A Dittislmm Boy's Story by l~wnrt ['lutcllillgs Darlmoulh ![iSlory IW~(~arch Group.
Paper 22, D:l]"lnl"11~h Museum, Dnrtmou(h TQ(; HPZ, '>0pp, f'npcl'1I'.,ck. Illn~t1"Ht.ed, No
pl'ice given

Thi.~ bonlde!. wus writtcn origillnlly by lhe Ir\te authol' jill' lli~ gr'lIHkhildt'en. j\Iucll of'it
i~ 1,lwn"fi'1"e concerned with his ",,'rvic~' in the ["irst \A-'orld Wm' in (;,l)\;,poli and Franc('
;\I\d in hi,; subsequ('nt ~ucc('s.,flll L<W~\'I' in educnlion. Like HI many Dev"llian,' h,~ Il'I'1
(11L' ""linty to earn Ili~ living hlll l'l'llll'l\ed to it Oll ret;in'lllenl.

1>:wlll'l Hutching,; was Ul" youngest OfSl'\"~11 cbild,'en, !-lis fathel"" elt"'-~t hrntl1l'l',
Willi"w hUll "truek 'gnld ill A\I~tndiu and sent ['''I' Swart's fntlwr Hnd his twin hroll1<:1"
to join him. On t,lwir rC'llll'ning home via Nl'\\ ;;"1I1:IIId Willin1ll bOllght j.'1·op"rty ill
Ditt.isham but till' ot,Il("!'~ d" ;101. seem to have dun" SI) w\'lI. Ewart',; lhUwl' lived by buy.
ing dait'y JlI'odul'" ;<I11l pllllltl'y rrom neighbouring fal'ms and a [)nlllwHtth mnrkd
which he sold In h"t<:ls in '('orbay, III the "umnwr the whol" i'lulIily picked plums in
tlwir orchnl'ds, pil('king tlwm i'l hlllldr('(j,; ,'"r onward sale. Thl',~l' pl\Lm~ were ora pUt'·
ticul1U'vnridy called Ploughman :1:\<1 I\\n"tl'ottuge~ grew them. His childhood ~''''IIIS to
h'I\"] Iwell ,I happy one wiLh swimminr; and bonting in the ,~\IJl\mL'r (lnil football and
Guy fawk.'~ night. to look filrwunll" in l1\e winter. The [)itti~haill gl\'y~ we1"(' nlwdYs
made li' ),,,,k lik(, "onwone who hUlllwcnml' lll\(Jopular in the preceding year, TIll' Il1e<\1
i!ch[l<.J1 wns jWI'haps not very good "u lw IVns sent ;IS a day],"Y to a school ill TOlljll,ly,
Latel' he wt'nll" Plymouth GI'i\llllllar School, 10dgin,1C With his elde!' brother and gning
on Lo a teacher t,l"uinil\J; rolkgc' in London in t.Iw ye,11' I>cl(lI"l' the WHI', Thereafter llw
,'vents ofhi~ lil"e censI'd \.(J bd'l' place in Devonshire.

Ad,.ialJ Rccd



'WHAT FIRST AROUSED YOUR INTEREST IN THE
STUDY OF LOCAL HISTORY/ARCHAEOLOGY?'

ln his ru-tic!c 'Exploring Devon's past' in DH 5:,} Simon 'l'imms suggested that readers
rnighr C"l"C to wr-ite in and giw their answers to the above question. \Ve arc delighted
tll have received the following replies,

From NDel Puny, Lnpford. Creditnn:
I've been a member of the D<,'VOIl History Sncidy now for a number of yours, and

have always enjoyed l"e<lding The Devon Hiatorian. I'm sure most people who have a
real interest in IOC;11 history catch the blll; ns youngsters from the surroundings in
which they me brought up,

Iu my own case, r wns burn ;llHl liw,'(1 the f11'~t:2:2 years of my life in Abergavcnny,
South Wales· very much {On the bordcrs (If Ncrmnn and Medieval England and
Wales. So within B fow miles were the ruins of ,) number of cnstlua . Aherguvenny
itself, Usk, Crtckhowull. White Cnst!c. (;roSffi(lllt., Skcufr-ith , Mornriont.h, and the
greatest of them - Raglan nnd Clwpstow, 1 11eanl oft"n the story of how the wicked
Norman lord WiIlinm rh- Brunse invitNI the lll~f\l Wt'l~~\ petly chiefs to a feuat ut
Ahergavenny Castle in 117;"). only 10 hnvc them all murdered. I explored the old r-uins
as a boy and tried to imuguu- and picture life in those castles !1()[\ year.., aw"

And not far away was the splendid Rornnn fort at Caorlenn nnd tbo maunificont
cil.y walls of Cuerwent " Ahorgavenny itself hud once begun as l.he Roman
Cobonnuuu. So I know my interest stm-tcd there, Then [lived in Chr-ltcnhnm 1"0[' lO
years. and that has ils own intriguing history, from the Neolit.hic tombs on the l,rlr;e
of the Cotswolds Iq the great days of Regency Chellunham with its sph-nriid spas and
till" huildings,

Fr.uu there tll Devon in 1961, to 'Iun-ington for 14 years, surrounded by Sax'Jl),
Nurman. and Civil W:\[' reminders, Then to Lapford in 1975 - with its mcdicvnl
rhurch, manv fifteenth century fU1"I11", manors and mills; the remain" '!Jlll'lly even
vated by PI"!)I~ Malcolm Tmldl of a large Roman fort and Celtic homestund; ib eccen
tr!c priw-fighting PlU'SOI\ Jack Radford: the highly humorous and nntcrtaining Log
Books ni' the school going buck tu 18fi5; and so much to learn from the church regis
t.('rs, Pru-ish Council nnd Chnpel Minute Books. I never cease lenruing new and fnsci
niltin~: (]"t"ils or cur IOU11 history, Long may it continue for all of us who are interest"
ed. nod hnvr- a low, ofwhnt roots us into this glol'io\\s cnunty of Devon.

Fr-om Lumn Smith, of Shiphay, 'Forqucv:
My mother attended the Corporut.ion (;r,\1111\1:'1r School, Plymouth during the head

ship olCharles Bracken and WH;; steeped in the history o( Plymouth. My father as a
Sanitary Inspector for the Borough IJfT()rql1il~' took ,j koou interest in the evolution 0['
the town and between both parents I was brouuht up with H live-ly .~l'Il"(' of the past.
Coupled with this our next door neighboUl· \\',is kel'H on Illt,nl history '\lld one of my
end i()~t recollection:,; i:,; of being shown the '-lay("r Granit" Huilw;lY lrHcl;: ILt the bnck
of Bovey Tracey nnd having it explained to lIIe.

When [ started in work at the age of sixteell in tIle TIJl'rluay Public Lill1''')'y I cHme
under the intlucllce of .John Pike who, finding- , held lln inlerest in local history, ji.),~

tered that interest and I have been able to apply libl'<.\rianship disciplines to loclll his
tory. It \vus through the Devon Hic:tory Sodet.y that I became intere:,;ted in induc:trial

'\I'dmerll"gy which led indirectly to my becoming Railwav St\ll1ip~ t.ihrm-ian f'H' the
D';vIJlI County Librury Service.

[<'mm Anthony Greeuatrcut, Cambot-lev, Surrey:
[\1)'own interest in local history was stimulated around !!l;-;:'i (Ill tIll' ugo of6-7) by:
I Visit~ to Plymouth Museum. (I remember pru-ticular!v bone models rnndc by

Nupol"oni(' prisoners of war of a gujllntinc and H warship, nnd Hint ar-rowheuda From
rXll'trlloorl.

2. Connections with the Navy at DevonpnrL, e,g, "hip:;' Figurchuuds: my mother
lllnkillg Ibg,; for the model of Golden Hind in lilt, dwpd of the RN barracks: chil
l!l'cn's pnrt.ios ;llJ"'lrd old rnan-of-wm- Defiance.

:1, Stnyiug in a friend's haunte-d 11Il\ls,~ - (The Old Vic'II'nge, AllthonyJ!

NOTIC"'~ BY 'rtnc CHAIRMAN

This year a number of members had to be reminded by the Hon. Trensut-er thnt they
had not paid their subscriptions due on 1 May This wasted the Treasurer's tinll' and
the SocietY'R monriy, Your Couuci! has decided therefore that in future no reminders
will be sent and that notices <)1' meetings and the Devon Historian will cease to be post
ed to anyone whose suhact-ipt.ion is in an-ears.

Adrino Beer!
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OTHER LETTERS AND NOTICES

Fr-om DI' Mark Br-ayshnyr
I'Icusc note that the ruap which ;1j))WillTd ;)S nUlI!'e 1. ([)C(}()I! Hietoricn No :')r"

page III in my paper on Lord Ast')j"'" r1illkulties in travelling to wnrtimn
Plvmnuth shows the Gl'eal Western Ruilwuy line running From Wcs tburv to
'l'auuton via Ycovil whorens. of to\lL~'-', i t rnn din'etly botwcun Wes thur-y ~uHI
'I'nuutnn. The Wcst.bru-y to Yoovil lin" was act.ually \);\1'(. nf th" br-anch towat-ds
Wl,.."moulh Moreover, by [941, the 'London and Sout.lt Wcs t' lilW, rlllllling via
Okl'l\amjJlol1 and Tnvistock. was part of Sout.her-n Rntlwnvs. thouuh Astor him-
solrsuu usod il:.; older 11<1111(' i\lB '

NI';WS OF DAHTMOUTH HISTORY RI~SEAnCHGROUP, from Mt's Ray
Freeman, Chah-rnan.
\Ve ~turt.ed seven YC,H's 'Ij..(O, :1;; HIl offshoot from Durtmonrh Museum, specialis
ing in publi;;hing ,;11<))'1 hooklc tx nbout the histrn-v of Dartmout.h and t.hesur.
rounding aren, enl'<Jlll'aging anyone with knowkdg;; to write them. \Ve huvc now
publishod 22 booktot,s, and have another l"ild,Y tow till' pl'inU.'l', We are non-profit
making, and ;1'1)' proceeds From Lh~ snh- nl th •. ' h(joklcts is used to produce lutcr
Ol1\~s, \V" huvc '11~0 paid for copies on micl'olielw of all the Parish Registers lo he
p!<tc(,d III l!1t' locullihrmy, nnd of Lhe Census. HI'lllrtl" of PH:;l and \8~H, \Ve hnve
(l'alls<.:ril",d tilt' [SH! Ccnsus and put it on [I' "dntH-hH~",;tprinted copy ofwhich
i" ill"" H\ lilt, Lilu-ary, »nd aro cur-rently wllrlting Lr, do the same for the \8~Jl cel]
sus. Our objt'cl is to build lip records about the urea in a convcuicnt placc tor
locals <IlHI visitol's who may he researching Lheir family tr(\('f', As t.h., Muscuru
dot's net ha ve space 1'01' rexeurch udiv;lies by Uw public: we hl\\<~ pl:l<.:"d L1H'.~c in
the Library,

Photogloaphic soureC's of Devon views: Georg(~ Washington Wilson (lH2:1
9:-ll
i'vlr C, G, S(~ot.t ([-;;,;:('te1') Iws depo"i led l\ p<'scripl ]j"t" ~\t the Wc-",tcount.rv Studies
Lihl'ary. and the Devoll So EXL'tel' 11lt;tilllLioll, l~x~)ter, of fl"V"ll views In: t.he COlll

mCl'ciul photogrllphie firm of G. \V, \Vilson "l' Abl·)rd(~(~n held Ht the·Abel'deen
Universit,v Lihral',v. ITypescript. li"t.s of Dev[!ll Vi'JWS can I", ohtnined ['1'0 m:
i\1)l'1'decn Ullil",rs;ty Lihrllr,V. Georgc \Vashjll~t\)n Wil,;ol\ C"II(~ctillll, Special
Colkdl<ln:' [J'cpl" King's College, Aberdeen Am) ~UB)

80111'<.'(': '1'11<' Load Hi,~I()ri(1/J. vol.!fl IHl.:L l\uj..(.1 ~)K~J, pp124-(-j 'Local
PhOt.ogr'lplwr" 'llld their IVork. 6. George \Vn,..hillj..(loll Wil"'!lI of' Aherdl'l'n',
I\Vestcolllltl'Y Sllldit,,~ Lil))'ar,\-', Exet(\rl.

TI{ELAWNY nOOI(
Some month.s ago Sir ,John l'l'd:\wny kindly wrote from his hOIlll' ill 1";"lll
l,xpl;lining that he had recently ~rul a disk "I' t.he tl'Hnscl'iptioll of nn old i';llllily
lHlOk to the Devon [{c('ol'd Ol1h~l', Wh"I'f' it. W!l;; suggested that it might 1][' ofinl,..,'
('st t.o Ikvon History Socid,v ll1enlller". hpenll~e of the Illany references to

TiVE'l'LO!l and l.ht- ,lr",L
Sir .Iohn wrotc-:

The typest-ript is P[)l,jpd From the manuscript copv made by Mr- Pet.cr' !-Iull,
County ArI:hi\,j,~l ofCor-nwuil. (,I' a luu-d {,('Yl,n,d (worm (~H\,(~n with one ln-ns-,
I'llsLenillgl purcbmcnt book which w-rs pre s ent.cd in UJKl to Sir .lohn
'I'rr-lawny in Puyvcrt., VnUdUSf\ hv Mi\l Aguitton who had saved it From thr
lidongings left. by Sn- .Iohn Willi.un Tn'lnwlly uftcr his death ill the villngt- in
i"dlrtlHl'Y I ~HJj,

The contcnl s Hl'e summarised in n"t"s made hy ;',..11' Hull in his rnnnuscript
tnlnsc,'ipli"n:

"Tr-rIawrry book
Show" dusccnt of Lhe 11"-UIOI' of 'l't-elawnu from t.ho 1 .Ith vuut.urv viz, Sir

Llcm-y de Hodr-ugun, via t.!», Champcr-nownc fumily, aurl Ihc BOll..:ill,,~, and
l.he Gl'l',VS (l\1;lrq\\f\';~c" of D<lrsd) to Henry Grey, marquis "r [)O\''''-'l. IIuthcr of
Lady -Jnne On'yl, ;11111 duke nfSuffolk who was executed 2:\rrl 1'\,lwu<L\'v l:i5,t
when UlC manor l,rTn'\~lwll" rr-vortud to the Cruwn. '

Sir .Ionnthun Trr-Lrwnv, (~l1ight, bouptu, the manor of 'I'ruluwno frum l.ho
Crown on 9th I\Uj..(lI~t I (;()o.

There fullow.s n dcscription of the manor ,uld it" cusloms in 1600. After
this n ren tal or I.lw manor ofTt-nlawnr- in 1(il ~J showing- Irco, customurv, and
conventionary I'!I tenants. .

Then t,I1"IT is a list. 01' the muniments, nnmhcn.d and lettered from thc
J::ltl ccut.urv to I (-iOO. Af't.et- thc Cornish 11111([" (~OI1W thc 'c~'idences;
f'r-om a moiety of the ma nor, boroug-h :Illd h u n.dr-e d of 'rtvectcn in
Devon: the Trelawnys i'nhor-i tod this Fr-cm th e Coul'tenays (efoh n
'I'nd'lwll.\' (~f iVIenheniot marded Flol"enc,,-, daughter of Sir Hugh
COIn'tcnay of Boconnoc - Florence was one of the four CO\lrtcnny co
heil"(,s!,;cS)o .John Trelawny, Esqo 'l'e(~ovel'ed' the Tivertoll IH'Olwlotics
in 1618,"

Finally, my dnllghter's i',llhl'l'-ill-!aw All,,, Slul'tin, who live,s in WilLmtl, \"c,,[(,d
illally of lhe TivertOI1 reh'I'l'ne,'s Oil lit" Ordnal1ep Survey of' U,,-, nrC'1 'lIH\ ),a"
t'Xpre"sed an inl.ol'e"t in 'alW (lllgoi I'If'; !'L'';L'ul'<.:h,

GlJII,J) OF ST LAWRENC~

A"hhul'ton'~ euild orst. Lawrence, 11 10(',,1 ('hnl'itl', IV,,~ rOl'llIct! in !fJH:i to look
aft,,1' tlw futun.' nnd day lo day running of' St Ln\\''!'l'IlCl' CIIHpt'l. This imporlant
gradl~ J 1\."1<.'([ h\lildillg \\'<1S j..(iven to tlw town o['A"hl>\l1'I"o in l;Jl·1 bv lhe Bishop
of' gx!'tpr, J-\;".hnp SI,lpll'don wi1h the original Guild ol'St LI'\'!'t'n(';~, headed by
lhe Portn'('\I' ~ll1d llUI'g'('%l\S givc'n lhe lask of 10o>I,il1;; ;)!le'\, th,-, (,hnpet nnd il~

Charily Srlwol Sin('" (hi"- time il has ul"o been l!w ."C'"t of the C()llrl,~ Leel and
Baron ,Jury wh" still m,'d in the hllllding. Artl'r "v,-,r ()O() yenr,s of' hislol'v <t.~ ,1
school, A"hhul'tlJll (;1':lmm;ll' School closed in Ul.'ll-l with the huilding !)('il\~ \I>i',cl
t'il'SUy a,; t1H' eounLy school and bU('rly <I>; parl or the P1'lll1nry 8chool with Pl1l't
of' t.he premises heing u"ed HS lh" I"Wl\',~ 11\)I'aI'y (1940 . I ~)8()) and the l"w\1's
nl"~O;UIlL Since major renovation eiHricd "ul ill [98G by Dartmoor Nntionnl I'[lrk
with I'unding fl'om Eng'lish Herit,lFI', tilt Gui!d Iw" been l'()spon>;ible 1'01' t.llt' [by

'>C, ".l
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t<.o day llmning- of this building and opening it from May to Seplemlwl' c-ucli YI,:lr
to the public. The Guild has collected together an archive 1)1' ilelll", mniuly dOlllll
I'd by past. pupils or the Grammar School and nl:'l(l a section Oil the lustm-y »f the
['"r(.n,,'V(' and the Court Led and Baron Jury who meet arrnunfly in the Ch;l}),,1
ill lute November to choose the new Portreeve ant! Hailiff

The Guild logether with Dartmoor National Par-k, Devon Count.y Council and
in pm-tuer-xhip with the St Lawrence Trust is about to ohtuiu the Freehold of'tho
Chnpl.'l Inuu the Old Grammar School Foundation, 'I'his will ensure the future of
this anr.ient. building while handing it hnck to the communit,v.

Contncl:- M1'" It \Vestull (Secretmy), 1:'In St Lnwl"<.-'[\<;e Lane, Ashhurtrm, Devon
Tq1:) illD.

WHICH PORTLEMOUTH?

It would be interei;ting to know if anv or nur members can offer answers or .~l1g:g"('S

Lions to the questions posed in thia ronulbution from Tony Collings:

Volume II of the Calrlll!a,. ,,/e/wrler f-?ot/s, published in 1906. records on pag~' ::2;')
the grant on 25 May 12HO lo Sunou son of Guy and his heirs of a weekly market (Ill
Mondays at. his 111<\\1<11" of Pcn-k-muth, along with two fairs. 'Phis entry appears in the
ind\':< HS '[Jortler\l<luth, P"l'tellluth [in Malboroughl'. In other words, t.he editor lws
tukl'n it [n rd~r to \Ve~1 (\II'llt'rlwuth, once a Domesday lllHnllr hut today scar(\'I.v
more thnn ,1 I"lrm. 7:')(j nlc'tl"l'.~ ,,<)uth or the village or "vInlbo)"ough, in what W;lS
Stanl1()]"[lllgh Humin,d_ In _~<l doing-lhe editor appem's to be in it minority ofnnc, with
modem ~1ll11101"ilil''' ~\l('h ;l~ !-'l\\fl'~~<lI' \V.G. Hnskins and l\:lal'yanne Kowaleski nc;sum
ing till' gral1t to n'Ii>!- t<, tlw illH'it-nt. parish of East PorUemout.h on the oppositc~ Hide 01'
Salcombe Harbour, in wh:lt 11';1" C"i(,ridge 1-lundred.1

Did till' edll.• 'r have ae('(:"" tll 1\ Sll\l1"('(' whkh Inte1' comment.ators have ovcl'l""ked?
No doubt. ]JJ"!!l11IIU-'llt lI11wng his Slllll"(:PS WIl\lld hnvc bcen t.he volume or ('"L".I([;-,l Aids,
produced by hi,~ "mu: s,'Vl.'n .\'I,ur" pr<:vion"ly_ The entri(';; nre ;lrl"'lllg('d hy [{lIndn'ds,
and the indl"x clellrly \hHlinguii;hes the two l'ortlC'l11u\lths_ lllcllldl~d is H "\lI'vt'.\' 01"
1303, whi(h I"etol"ds under Stan!Jo1'lJUgh Hundre\l that tlH~ lwil's "rSiIlHJIl ."on (lfGuy
heid one lee on PorUemue; while under Coleridgl' Hundn'd, [-!"Tlr." son <\1' 1\"\11 Iwld
Dodbrook nad Portlelllollth.:'

(:Ilrt:\inb' there is a precedent for second th(lughl.~ )Wil1,L: lH'sl ill thi" pun nf the
';ountv, Whcn the Reverend Oswald Reichel edited Ill!' DI'V(l1l ;md C"mw'lll h'",--,ol"(l
Sod,'ty',; volume of Dl!('OIl Feel o(Fines in HH2 he Hi;SUlJwd ~l1iI'.'linlllt hy (;u;", ~(]11 Ill'
(fu.\', in 1262 of the ]\'lnnor of Port.temouth to Martin de Pllrt]el11nl1th and :\brglln:t hi"
wil;, I'dl.'rred to Enst POrtlelHouth (No.6261, butlw hnd n'al1sed his l"l"l"Dr Llu, following
y('ar when he wrote his pnper on the Hundred ofStnnlJlll"l'llgh in the lime ,,[ lhl.' Tr"la

de Nn'il,:' with thut ducumcnt l'efert'ing under St.anbnrough 1-lllIHII'\'d I" Cuy (\','
lh-ett.hevil holding" OIW Il''''' in Pol"lel11\ll;.'1

Amung the ~OlllTI'S 11'11 ich can gi vc nn indication of the presence (If ~ol1ll1wn:iill netiv
it.y (In, t.he Luv Subsklu-s. [n [:l:l2 at Enst Pm-tlcmouth there were ten t<l~-p;)Yl'rs,

(,ight r.Lwhoru cnue.ributcd Uw minimum I'le!, one lOd and one 12d totillling: 7_~ 2d, this
i:, sllggtAi'/<c ,,(' liltl" I1lOr" than subaisteuce ugriculture. Across the water tlu- l""lnnHl·
niti"s wvrc \\'<)"Ilhi"r: ;lllhough Malhorough was not mentiuned as such. "I' il.~ ",,1'1.

.~I.it\WI1t 111'1\1<"''', III ::'l"W"1" .md West Portlemouth seventeen tax-payers (nmnng I.hr:rn 11

1\I(1rl in ('],'11'.l'l·e' I paid:l [ut:ll of I \ls ,Id, and at Hatson rind Hollxn-ry anoUwl' s\'ventcen
pnid :1 lol:ll of Z·t" lOt! ., 'I'll" average pnyment on the west "ide of the harbour wns
11iC(11l"l" 111;111 t.hc m'l.':illllllll p"id on tbe past side', and this is indicntiv« nlwcnlth being
rt"l';lkd, 'l.""Il~iukd wit.h the' market having hcun established wt tlnn Mulburough
p:lrish_ (:<'I1(,..il';1 hI.\' on" 1,1"t.hr: hi I'S was held at Sulcombe und survived into the nine
1.(,l'n1.1\ c"llt.nl"y, "lht',I. wilh l\ ~bang""f ,1:11.(', V, ],'~';'lIll(~ that referred lu il.v the Lysons
hmllwrs ;ls h"ing held 'nt. Whitsunude I'm' trinkr-t». ,;",>]\)I.III']nl,';. &c. ~\,(' ';; There seems
1.(\ hi: lllJ documentary support. for' thuse who 11:1'/" l"I\('1\ UII~ 1T1~'dil' ... nl references to
sllippinj.; nt Purt.lcmnuth t.o rufcr to East For-t j,'lllPI1\1" ,11\(1 hnvc illl~'I"I'e'd t.hut it ,~ubHe

qucntly declined with activity shift.inrr to Sdk"lIl]'<',
Such decline as East. Port.lumout.h cxpuru-no-d \\':I~ n,,1 uut.il tl1<" lntcr nineteenth

century, when the Duchess of Clovelund instig'lt .'(1 ~I 1'[,1 iev 1'1' I,\'itti Ilg tI\(, more hum
ble tenantry and demolishing t.heir cottages in order lu rl!isl" tlu- sl'l'lal ("n" of t.he
pal'i_~h.'i This is attested to by the census figures, whir-h 1'l'uJl'd 'I r],-,l.'iill l ' ill till' uumbur
"fho\heS between lS71 and 1l'lSl From I'l~ to (it, nnr! nll"'l'\llilti,,1I I'rolll :li:n I" :-)1)'2

I. Hoskins, wo. & Vinbcrg, 11.P.lL H1f:i2 Dc('ollshi,.c Studies, map opposite p.22,-t;
K"walesk i < M. 1!)m; !,(J('O I murhe!Cl ([/Hi n."!-:ional Irade ill !IIn!ic( '({I E.rda, :)(-;5.

2. lIl<lllisilimu; ond A.~se.~,~lJIelllgrelolill;! I(J ,",'ut/ul Aids, Volume I, ISfW, :'151. :l4fJ.
:l. nl"ichd, (Lf. 1HL:'I 'Th" HUIHI",d of ';Ui\h(]l"ough 01' Dippel(JI"(le ill the lime of" the

1bl({ dc' :Vcl.,il. AD l2'IT. u,p Tmll'. f)"I''''Hhil'\" 11.1".'1<)(". XLV, 192;
,I. Hep\lblisl1l'd III L~I::n ,h '!'II>' /lo,,!,. "(/"'0', l'wt I!. 12'12·1Z9;), 7(1).
:,. !i;l'skin(',I\:\'1 Ivd l,J(i~J 'I'll<' {)t,(,,,II.'/III'<' I""y 811h,'irly oll.'122. D('\lon & COl'J)wnll

!{ccord SOeil'tyNl'\\' S\'l'ib 14. !I-l, (i, 7
(-;_ Lysons, D & 1,.\·s"ns. S. 10:;:: MII,'-:!w [lFllwlllil!: (j D('I'tJlls!uI"(' 1'(11"1 1/. :\:n.
i. The 1-I'l'R!CI'/I '!'ill/<·,'. 2,)[."7,) :~l'_
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Minutes of the 27th Annual General Meeting held in
the School of Education, University of Exeter, 11

October 1997.

Presctu: Lhe: President, Dr Hnrold Fox in the Chair: 41 uu-mhurs of the S(Jcidy
InC'llIl'S listed in uttundunce registerj,

1, :\pologi,-,.~: :'\0[1' R. Bass, Miss M. Bird, Mrs, IV!. Freeman. Col. G. Gl'imshnw, !'VII"
B, Lt, Mc ssuricr. P,'O[ N. Orme, Miss P, Salter, iVlr:1 ,I. Sunders, NIl' S. "l'imms.

2, Minutus of tho 2Gth AGM IHfJ6, prinled in DH ;14, were confirmed and signed,
'1'h"r.., \\"('1'1, nu mi,t(c'rs arising,

:1. Hon. Sncrnturv's, report Mrs S. Slirilng rcejJo"u,d nil two successful confer"
ences: Ht \Voodln;r,Y in thv Spring, "I'W"llsed by 11I,'mh"rs of Wuodhm-y History
Societv and in -Iu!v the first [nin l coufcrence wilh tJw Cornwnll Asaociut.ion of
Local i-listorinns at Millbro"l\' ,111(1 Mouut Edg'eLlllIll('

During the yen]" u new cnkgory "f Corl"ll'>lle lllcm hcrxh ip had been introduced:
uffiliutiun, whereby nil mcrnbr-r-. oftll" nfliliutcd socidy were given Free entry to
the Devon Record ()rfice. This h"d,JI"{'vcd t:xln'lllely populur and to dale 27 soci
eties had opted for aff'ifiat.ion It \I'll;; hoped th.u not ouiy would the societies con
cerned benefit, but also t.hnt hv pn1vidini: inc"ntive" to ])1I1'';UC serious research,
the scheme would further low I historv ,;t\ldit,,~ in the rnuuf.y,

The Society's most. recent innovation was the handbook In IJlII','-;1111 "r D"I'OII 's
hislorv . avaiiable ut the meeting os 1\ ri'el' gift for rnumhcrs. The Chn)) \\1,111, Mr
Heed,'had conceived the idea fDr the book, which had been brought to hniticn by
Mr [an Maxt.cd with some coflaborut.iun from other specialists. The llnudbor.ic
had been launched to ~cl\el'al acelaim t'(lrliel" in the month during Dl'I'11n
Hf~ritage Week.

TIll' Soeidy hun pbyed lis part in Herilage \Veek with tHlks on the hUlldbook
toy tlv., l'n,sid',nt, the "l'r,'a"urer's (and l\Il' Stalled's) munninl--( of the bookstnll nnd
llw pl(l'li~I'In 'If di~[11 ~IY "crl't'nS describing the Society's ad(vities,

ThL' re('!llllv disvillllu,d ktteJ' !i'om Uw President, Dr Fox, inviting eaeh nwm·
bel' to> recruit'a f'rif,nd "I' (:(lllcngue had bel'n wellreeeived. A recent Devon pbn
nin[! dl1eUlI1l'llt ['/(/Iwllll-!. f;JI' the fitlul'(' hild contained virtually no mention 1>(

librnril's ,llld urchivc,;. ,\ ldter from the Society urging the importance 0[" "win
t;lining nnd impl'Oviag' tIH'''l' :<ervief)" hnd re~~eived a reply which gavl' little
en<.'OUl"llgl'fl\enl thill the I"ill'lllcial cuts of recent yen)'" would he l'eversed. The
nwv!.ing WiLS 1'(Jminded lli"l local historinns needed to brinf~ much prl'"sul'l' lo
bellr if t.he')' wi"hetl tu e'JlltilHle III enjo,Y the excellent .~ervice" provided in the
pas!

4. Hon, Membership 8ecrel~lrY'iJ repoJ"L i\'lr l'i\w \~x[JlailH',d that, to \lvnid pnying
un nnnnul fee to the Dntll Protedion Agellcy, lw 110 l'lllw,r n,c(lr(kd m"mher,,'
resenrch interests. The Hon. Tt'ensllrel' confirmed thall'lllTl'llt 1l1"ll1h('r,~hipstood
ut :-J;lO, with new applieations expected,

The President thanked the Seerdnl'ie;; for Ull'll" replnt>, and :ldd.'d hi" cnllgrat ..
ulations for the Society's booklet, ill particular pmiSlll1--; I..n M~,,,l,'tl !(,r hi" hard
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work and skill in producing ~l1ch '1I, excellent and uscr-friendly gllid,~ IIl'I,:d101'1,
et! momben-s to increu.sc the ';llcidy's mcrnbur-sbip by circulating his n'lTuitill1!
lel.Ler.

5. Hon. 'I'runsurer's rnport.. Mr I-Iaydon atrusaed that t.his wns a good yenr 10> join
Lhe Society. sinc« 11l1,lnl1("I'S would receive 1"01' their £10 not only Inn Ma xt.cds
hunk ("dlliling a~~ C7~).'il, but two issues 01" The J)el'OI1 Hiet nrian, each e'js!ing
.uound r,t vvil.h pq:;lagf,. Re-viewing the income nud expenditure Ilccount, Ill' drow
«ueuuon 10 the fall ill income of over J:500 from subscr-ipbiona, hut atntcd thut.
[.)ll' uvcrull (,xc(,~" nf' cxpc-ndi ture over income of some 1::'i() wns not signifk'lllt ,;eL
'lg;lill:-:1 tll<' :')ociety's pm-eha se or £,100()'s worth of shares. The uccounts were
appn"l·d nnd r.ho T're-ns cn-er cougratula ted. J\'l1' A.W.F. Gore, the independent.
oxuurinvr, w",; th<lul;cd feu' hi" services. iVT1' Haydon's prnposnl Lhnl. he ahculd be
;lppnintl'd to under-take- tht, work again in the coming year was apP1'nved by i.ho
nu-r-t.ing.

H. Hon I':dit,j)"s 1'<:]),lI'\.. Mt-s Hurris n~pnr!'NI t.hat iSSlll,,, !i'l und :"j;~, of The Ih'IJOIl

"1.~I"ri([1I had hucu published. The pt'mtur had u-sed lIl" S,llIl(' eolnllr 1,,1' both cov
er", ~ontrary to instructions, Couu-ibut.inns, hue! boou received Oil v.n-icd topics
with a welcome cnnccut.rut.iou on 'aspect» of ruoru-ru hi.~l(II'.v' (tit., firsl half of the
twentielh ccn turvi, recording details from rcccnr. 1111\1 living memories,
Contributions on a wide spectrum of s ubjr-rt.s und d;lt,,~ WCI'I' ;<lilllll'L'dcd, the
deadline for issue 5(" being all November 1 ~J97. lt.cms on loeal hiHol'y societies
nnd museums 01' specialIocul events would be \ndrollwd 'Phoxr- ';ll!llllitt.ing· copy
were refer-red to the notes on 'house style' on ]J 2 of thc j[)Ul'I11l! Mr" Hnr-r-is
thanked all conu-ibutor-s and reviewers, Mt-s Stirling lI'iI!; th'lIlkHl r"1" pl'lll'iding"
the cover art-worl- and for mailing copies twin' n vc.u-

The President conprat.ulated Mrs Hru-r-is on two "xe<:lk'nt issul'" and thanked
her for her efforts.

7. El1xtion ofOffkers and Council for EJH7!9B:
All the current Officers being willillg to "tand again, their re"election en bloc

was [1t'oposed b,v l\-Irs l'. Co"tclla, S"('oI1(INI by ;VIr,~ Y. Cleave and clllTied.
Ofllw th1'ee COlincil nu;mb'.'l" rdiring ullder the :l-yent' l'ule, ]'1,'11' L Maxled and

Mr R. Slal\e,~ h'.ld Inlinwl(,d tll;lt th"." Wt'l"<' willing to stnnd Ilgain, Their re-elec"
lion was pn)p(l,~.,d hy MI' .J, Slidinl!:, >'eeont!N! h:.: lvlr ,1. Pike and clll'ried.

Pl'o[ 1. Rn"!,, lI'i~hill~ til stand dowu !h'llI the Coundl, 1\-11' A. Collings was !lI'O

posed f(ll' thl' V,ll',lllry by Or S [J[l<lnji, "cconded by DJ" T GrllY nnt! duly elected.
TIll' President e.\pr,'''s('[\ lh(; Sflclcly'~ tllHllk:; lo Prof. Hoots, n pust Pre~ident,

for his services PVI'r m,lnl' H.'nrs.
Mrs A. Langridp'. Ollt; ,;r tw<) t()-\lpll'd m"mbel's, having gone to hve nbroud,

Prof. H.ol1t wns nominat['d hv tht, Officel';; to l'('place hel'.
Mr A, Sayers, ;;\,cnndul hv ;\11' ,1. J)illl~y, pt'oposed a volt' 01" lhanks to Un,

Offict~rs Hnd Council.

8. Future programml': th" !(,Ilf,wing lnl.'['!.ing,,; were pl"l.lVi"ionn!!v nnnollllcwl:
Spring HmI': Uffnllnw ,I Apl'i! {joint m(~etingwith 80nwr;;['(. A&NSJ.
SUlumer BmI': TO!.I1('S 4,July
AGM BlHR: E;.:ete,' LJniv, 7 Nnvemlwr.•Joint meeting with Devon Gnnlen.s TnlsL
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Spr -ing 1999: to be decid ed
Summer 1999: Dartmouth. Including river-trip. N ew comen Soci ety invited
The Lyrnpstone Society was thanked for its offer to host a meeting.
The problem of dates cla sh ing with meetings of oth er soci eties wa s raised .
A real problem existed as this Society, like others, was restricted to dates on

which speakers we re ava ilable . It wa s suggested that the Centre for South West
Historical Studies might be able to vet as a clearing-house.

9. Any other business. No ma tters were raised and the meeting was declared
closed.

HAVE YOU OBTAINED YOUR MEMBER'S
FREE COPY?

IN PURSUIT OF DEVON'S HISTORY
A guide for local historians in Devon

Compiled by Ian Maxted

The purchase price of this Handbook, which is sponsored by the Devon
History Society, is £7 .95 . But eve ry DaS member whose s ubscript ion is
paid is entitled to a free copy, obtainable at the Soci ety's meetings, Or on
payment of £1 for postage and pack ing on applicat ion to Mr s She i la
Stirling. Devon & ~~xeter In s titution, 7 The Close, Ex et er EXl lEZ.
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