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Historian listed above.

NOTE FOR< CONTRIBUTORS

Articles are welcomed by the Fon, Editor to be considered for publication in The Pecon
Historian. Generally the length should not exceed 2.000 - 2,500 words {plus notes and
possible illustrations), althsugh much shorter picees of suitable substanee may also be
acceptable, as are flems of information concorning museums, local societies and partic-
ular projeets being undertaken.

To assist the work of the Editer and the printers please ensure Lhat contributions are
clearly typewritten, on one side of the papir only, with double spaeing and udequate
marging, and also, as far as possible, that the journal's style is followed on such matters
as the restrained use of eapital letters, initind single rather than double inverted com-
mas, the writing of the date thus c.g.: 30 November 1897, efe.

PETROL, A PEER AND THE PADDINGTON SLEEPER:
LORD ASTOR’S DIFFICULTIES IN TRAVELLING TO PLY-
MOUTH DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Mark Brayshay

When Waldovl Astor was adopted as the Conservative Party candidale for the con-
stituency of Plymouth Sotton in 19083, he immediatety took the highly unusual step of
purchasing o house in the city. At that time tew MPs visited their constituency any
more often than was absolutely necessivy; fewer still chose to reside amonpst those
whom they represented but, by purchasing Na. 3 Elliott Terrace on Plymouth Hoe,
Astor immediately signalled his personal intention of immersing himself totally in the
cily's alfnirs.’ Indeed when at last he won the seat, ot the second olection of LY10, Lhere
begun an intimale asseeialion hetween Plymouth and Waldorf Astor thal tasted until
his death in 19582, Tlis father, the first Viscaunt Astor, died in Qctober 1919 and
Waldorl then sueceeded to the peerage as second Viscount. [nevilubly this meant
resigning his Cammons seak, a congequence which Waldarl Astor was at liest unwilling
Lo accepl. Indeed he tried without success ta win support fur a Bill o allow peers to
retinquish their titles. And so the new Lord Astor eventually Look his place in the
THouse of Lovds with great reluctance; he had wanted iestead Lo continue his caveer as
a member of the Commons where he felt his inlfuence upon national affairs would be
more significant. However, the vacant Plymouth seat was now contested by his wife
Nancy, who was returned as a Conservative MP in the hy-election of November 1819,
Her parliamentary carcer lasted untit 19452 Though still active in polities in his own
right, Lord Astor thereafter chose to devote much energy and his considerable intellec-
tual abilities to the political work of his wile and there is no doubt that together they
were a formidable team working on Plymouih’s behaif. Their biographers often note
the frequency with which they visited Plymouth durlag Lhese years, travelling tireless-
ly between the family estate at Cliveden in Duckinghamshire, their London base in
Babmaes Street near 81 James's Square, and their house in Plymouth.” But no details
are provided of their means of travel; it is not recovded whether journeys were made by
road or rail, and in_particular ne ingsights are given into the problems surely encoun-
tered durving the Second World War when fucl was in short supphy, petrol was rationed,
and the Weslcountrys main arvteries of communication were frequently damaged by
enemy action. .

The esteem in which Lord and Lady Astor were held by the people of Plymouth was
considerably strengthened by the conple’s frequent presence in Elliott Terrace. They
were of course a ‘socicty’ couple, leaders of the famous ‘Cliveden set’, but they also
became tamous for the dinner parties held in their Plymouth home. Influeatial nation-
al figures were often invited and by providing hospitality, even before the war made
Plymouth’s problems acute, Lthe Astors created opportunities to discuss with them the
city’s case for special government support. These events were invariably veported in
the local press; the couple's reputaiion as effective advocates for the city was thus
established well before 1939, The Aslors were also deeply involved in local affaivs and
they promoted a range of projects which benefited both the environment and the ordi-
nary people of the city. Their ability to relate to all levels of society endeared them to
Plymouth's inhabitants.






1940, he wrole to complain to Sir John Reith at the Ministry of Transport that his own
worls, as well as that of Lady Astor, had been “seriously impeded’ because, since the *sloep-
ers have been taken off” they now had Lo give up virtually an entire day for the journey Lo
Piymouth.!? Indeed Astor spelled out his views even more sharply in a letter to
Lieutenant-Colonel J. T C. Moore-Brabazon, who also served at the Ministry of Transport:

it really seems to me a scandal when time is so important, and people’s physical
and mental resourees have to be considerad, {thal] naval officers, public persons,
businessmen, ete., who travel between London and the West Country, should be
subjected to the inconvenience now imposed upon them by the Greal Western
Railway.!l!

When Lhe reasons for discontinuing the service were politely pointed oul, Astor was
trenchant in his regponse:

... the fact that they {the GWERI may have to turn passengers out of the slecper at
Exeler once a fortnight becanse of the inability of the South Western to take the
GWR lcarriagest is swrely an inadequate reason for inconveniencing passengers on
the other thirteen days of the fortnight by not providing them with a sleeper at all.!?

Though it is not possible to establish Lhe extent to which Lovd Astor’s vigorous per-
sonal lobbying had proved decisive in influencing the decision of the management of
the GWR to restore the Paddington sleeper service, within days their resolve appears
to have cracked. [ndeed, on 1 November, Moore-Brabazon informed Astor of their
change of heart:

I am glad to say that since I last wrote to you, it has been found possible to restore
a nightly sleeper service to the West of England. T hope that this will dispese of
your difficulties.!?

Astor expressed his satisfaction and, thereafter, made virtually all bis trips to and
from Plymouth by sleeper. But further warlime transport diffleclties soon arose. This
time, however, the problems he encountered involved travel by motor car

Car tyres, Mumfords Garage and the purchase of « netw Austin

During peacetime, in his role as Plymouth’s Lord Mayor, Astor would normally have
been conveyed to public engagements in a chauffeur-driven Rolls Royce, but when war
hroke out he chose instead Lo drive himselfin his own small Ford. The vehicle used less
petrel than 2 Rolls and the practice not only saved the city a considerable sum of
money, but the lack of ostentation conveyed an uppropriate message to local people,
especially Lo those whose property was damaged or destroyed as a result of air raids.!*
As well as choosing this austere mode of personal transport, Astor also assumed
responsibility for the maintenance of his modest ‘mayorul ear’. At the end of 1941 the
tyres were worn out. Goods made of rubber inevitably depended on raw material
imports which were severely disrupted because of the war. It therefore proved impossi-
ble to find replacement tyres in Plymouth and the viscount promptly wrote to the
Ministry of Supply in London to see what might be done. He was informed that:

We have a standstill on arders for new rubber tyves until February 13th [1942]
until & Heensing scheme is devised, Until then T am afraid [ can only suggest, that
you ey and obtain re-treaded or second-hand tyres.'®

Taking this advice, Mumfords Garage in Plymoulh found a set of re-treads for the
Lord Mayo's Ford, but he was also its seems encounlering other difficulties. During vis-
its Lo inspect Lhe city’s bomb damage, the ARP {Air Raid Precautions) services, and
other formal public engagements in Plymouth, Lord Astor'y car frequently broke down.
Moreover, its back axle had been seviously weakened on the rough, rubble-strewn
ground which by then formed a major part of Plymouth’s central srea. In fact, the vehi-
cle had beeome dangerous and on 29 November 1941 Astor had asked Mumfords to
place an order for a new Austin motor car ag a replacement for the Ford. Although he
had obtained the necessary certificate which confirmed his need for a vehicle as eszen-
ttal to the war effort, production of motor cars at the Austin factory had heen severely
cul so that more of their manufacturing effort could be devoted to military supplies. But
the Lord Mayor of Plymouth could hardly manage with no transperl at all. Once again
Astor’s influence in high places came to the resene, Lord Portal at the Ministry of Supply
wis a personal friend and Astor asked him whether he could aceclerate the delivery of
the new car’. Portal contacted Lord Leathers and asked him to release a vew Austin tor
Lotd Astor as a priority, and delivery of the vehicle was taken shortly aflerwards.'®

Petrol Ralions

Having secured the restoration of lhe sleeper service from Paddington, and the expe-
ditious release of a new Austin car from Longhridge in Birmingham, Lord Astor might
have thought his transport problems were over, but by July 1842 he began to suffer the
constraints imposed by the rationing of petrol. He put his case in a letter to the MP,
CGeoffrey Lloyd, another personal fiiend at the Ministry of Fuel and Power. Almost cer-
tainly as a result of his extraordinary workload, Astow’s health had by then sharply
deteriorated and he had suffered a slight stroke.!” He therefore felt particularly justi-
fied in pointing out that T can only begin to get through my work if T have reasonable
facilities for moving from place to place’.™™ The Ministry had grantied him a ration to
last three months of just 10 gallons for the Moris-8 he used at Cliveden. He had asked
for three times that allowance. In addition to the journey to Reading station, he also
needed to drive frequently to Oxford and to other places avound London. Emploving
the phrase in a rallier ‘anlique’ sense, Astor assured the Ministry that he would he
doing no ‘joy riding’ and would not use a car at all within London, but he emphasised
his need for petrol in order Lo undertake ‘much other miscellaneous work including
tooking after the interests of three sons who are in the Forces'.

At first the vesponse from the Ministry was cool. Astor had been granted the stan-
dard, hasic ration for 8 horse-power cars. Though he had not elaimed directly for the
purpose, Astor was also informed somewhat sententiously that the ‘Divisional
Petroleum Officers do not make allowances for attendance at the House of Lords, apphi-
cations tor this purpose should he made to the Clerk to the Parliaments’. Tt is no sur-
prise to discover that Astor’s response to this rebuttal of his claim was to five off a fur-
ther battery of complaints to the Minister. He wrote to Geoffrey Lloyd again on 28 July
spelling out in detail his work in Oxford as Chairman of the Royal Institute of
International Affairs which, he noted, had been recently commended by the Foreign
Secretary, Anthony Eden.






use whatever means were at his dispasal to achieve an objeetive.

This brief explovation of Lord Astor’s transportation problems during his time ns
Plymouth’s Lord Mayor provides a tantalisimg glimpse of Lthe degree of disruption and
difficulty to normal life which was suffered hy all seclions of the population at a time
when the nation was obliged to adjust to the unusaal conditions of war. Tn fact, the
prablems of civilian travel have not received much attention rom anthors who have
studied the impact of the Seconid World War upon Devon.® It is thevefore a somewhat
neglected theme which perhaps reguives further investigation. Moveover, in Lhis paper,
an exploration of the viscount's Lravel arrangements has offeved a further opportunity
to understand a little more of Lthe activities and personal character of a man whose
influence on the twentieth-cenlury history of the city of Plymouth has been both -
reaching and prolound.
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*WHEN LOVE BEGINS TO SICKEN AND DECAY:
DEVONSHIRE ALI'ERNATIVES TO DIVORCE

OME

8. Bhanji

Although some psychelogists view huppiness as a pathological state ol miad, most pea-
ple see litthe unnatural in aveiding the converse providing it is not dune too seHishly.
Whaiever else is thought of divorce, it can put an end Lo unneeessary wisevy. Although
in theory now easicr and no longer carrying with it the prespect of social ostracism,
gutil the 1850s the legalised ending of a mmmage was Ume-consuming, expensive and
at times degrading for the affluent; and virtaally impossible for the pour.!

During the (ast conbiry and earlier, many believed that i was fawful for & hushand
to se)l his wife providing thal both agreed. [t was common opinion Lhat the sale must
he amnauneed in advance, and that the wife should wear a halter uatil she entered the
purchaser’s home, 1§ was then the responsibilily of the buyer to raaintain her, When
Michael Henchard sold his wile in Hardy's The Mavor of Casterbridge, none of Lhe
bystanders expressed any veservations over the legality of the transaction. Such a view
wirs 1oL wneemmen in Devon Whithicld mentioned a wile-vetling during the seven-
teenth century’ hut the heyday of thig practice was during the seeond and thivd quan-
tors ol the nincteenth centuey

In Seplember 1833 various local newspapers veported the sale by auction at
Okehampton of o Mes Kinsman (or Kingsman, The bidding commoneed al twopenee-
h'peany, and reschod 3s 6d. The successlul bidder, named ag Furse, was reluaded 6d
o Tuek’. The Western Luminary and the Bvcter Flying Post added no comment, bat the
Western Times, Exeter and Pivmonth Guzette and Devonshire Chronicle stated that the
aubharilies should have put a stop to the disgraceful and scandalous business. fn the
fultest veport, that in the Beronshive Chroniele, consure was =om followed by mockery.!

The ease to which the above comimunication relers was as follows:- A man and his
wile belonging to the parish of Brentor, discovered alter some tine spent in matri-
muniad jaes thad they could nel agree: and so they agreed to separate. An agroe-
ment tuok place at Tavistoek market, on Friday week, tJan having got hokd ol »
spere il to whom he scemed Lo bave same liking,! that the real rib shoukd be dis-
posed of at Okehampton markel the fllowing day, Satvrday! The intended sale
having been noised about, 4 very considerable number of spreladors took their sta-
tion on the Parnde, at Qkehampton, as early as twelve a'clock, when they
remained severnd bours Lo witness this speeies of divorce. But, whether Jan and
his ribs had sume misgivings, or whether they predorred the anion between them-
celves and all the ale al the Lendon, we are not able to stale: ab all evenls, sepen
welock mrrived when the fair one gave Jan the hint that i angthing was (o be done,
it was high time; this only produced a reply, cxpressed in a dedermination Lo have
anather pint, first. Hlaving new serewed up his courage: the party muwved an o the
catkle market, where the ot was pub up af 6d., and knoeked down 2l s, to another
clod-pole who with his bargain, the seller, and Lhe spare rib, ol seiourned to have
another Jush al the hause tram which they started, amid the shouting of some
hundreds of people, where they remained to enjoy thenrselves for the night; all
bheing done, s they say, according to the “lah™ {law. The halter was purchased by @

3%

dealer in curivsitivs, and the money paid for the markel tall has been marked by
the receiver, amd put away among his curtous and fanmily relics!)

Baring-Gould had personal knowledge ol the case and named the buyer as Henry
[yise, a village poet. Despite the ohjections of his squire and rector, Frise trealed his
purchase as his lawlul wite, She became well-respoeted for her clean and caveful house-
keeping and her success in managing an itl-tempered partner. However, whien she died
in arpund 1843 the parsonm refused te enter her in the burial register as Anne Frise.
Faking umbrage, Henry organised her inlerment elsewhere,”

Sametimes the arrangements were more private. Shortly before W, H, Thornton
becamo rector of North Bavey in L868 one of the townsmen walked to Chagford, where
he agreed to sell his wile for a guart of beer. When he returned with the intending pur-
chaser, the wife promplly took herseif and her chifdren to Exeter. Her only subsequent
visit home was Lo atlend her hushand’s (uneral. The parties were nol. named and, judg-
ing from Thornton’s ether reminiscences, details of the story may have been altered to
preserve anonymily, Thornton’s view of wife-selling was more charitable than that of
some of his peers. He suggesied that in some eases it was the only way a husband could
ensure Lhal his wile was supported while undergoing the seven-vear separation some
helieved would resnlt in an automatic divoree”

The Norlh Bovey wite was not the only woman to be offered in exchange for aleohol.
At around the same period as her sale was being negotiated, the following notice
appeured elsewhere:

This here be to hinform the publick as how James Cole be dispozed to sell Tis wife
by Auction. Her be a dacent, elnnely woman, and be of age twenty-five yeurs, The
sate b to take place in thi: New [nae, Thursday next at seven a'elock.

The sale took place as aunounced, with the wife stood vn i fable and the husband, o
stone-cutter, acting as auctioneer. Led to betieve the precedures was illegal i money
paszed, the vendor accepted bids in kind. After turning down i coat because it was Loo
small and a pick becnuse he already owned one. the hushand was pleased to accept 2
two-gallon jar of Plymouth gin from a local pablican. Sadly, the buyer drank heavity
and frequently beat his ‘wife’.? The young mid-Devon wile sold in 1370 by an clderly
rat-catcher for 14 perhaps fared better, as the new couple lived together for many
yaurs? '

Some sales ware al the wile's instigation. On 14 December (822 the Excter and
Plymouth Guzette reported the sule of Mrs Brooks of Tvybridge at Plymouth pig-mar-
ket. Spurning the halter, she arvived in style on horseback and confivmed her willing-
ness to be auctioned. The newspaper hinted that a suitor had made her pregnant, but
was refused parcutal permission to wed. The lady hastily married another, but her
affections were soon directed elsewhere and the couple agreed to part. Deseribed as a
fine watnan with beautiful black eves, flowing locks and a fortune of £200; she was
boughl by the man responsible for her current pregnancy for o sum reported as
hetween six and bwenty guineas. Before the transaction could he finalised, however,
Mrs Brooks and her purchaser were taken before the mayor and hoand over to attend
the next sessions.” Other renderings were given in a contemporary broadside (seo fig-
ure) and later by Whillield, As well as being youny and good-looking, the woman was
depicted as having hopes af a £700 inheritance. When she presented herself for sale she
was accompanied by an estler of the Lord Exmouth Ina. The bidding began at 5s and
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Christian BHord. A Thomas Guest was buried in Qkchampion in 1751, The writer has
tailed Lo find any record of Mary Cist remarrving in any af the west Devon parishes.
Attampts to discorn the fate of Robert have proved similarly inconclugive, Thore is na
record of him receiving poor relief at Mary Thvy, although Susannah’s meiher probably
did in 1767, A Robert Biford was buvied at Mary Tavy in 1797, bul his ape was 29 years
making hin: Lhe son of William and Grace Ellord. As tg Susannah Fiford, 2 woman so-
aamed and a William Creedy had bauns called at Mary Tavy in 1760, Both were
described ax c;l‘th( parish, bul there is no record of them marrving there or elsewherc in
west Devon' So far, the events hehind Robert Blford’s birth can only be guessed at.
Susannah would not by any means be the only woman to seduee or be seduced by o
brother-in-law, but g more intriguing explanation is that she provided a long-desived
child for her sister and was an early example ol 4 swrogate parent.

A more clear-cut example of hushand-selbng in Devon was ecommemorated by o
broudside of around 1824, In August of that year Jane Todd led her spouse, a 30-year-
old cobhbler, to Tolnes mavket, by a handkerchiel cround his neck and announced that
the highest bidder would be entitled also to i house worth £200. This offer notwith-
standing, to the amugement ol the bystanders the man was knocked-dawn to 2 sixly-
year-old woman for only twa shillings, When Thomas Todd came to claim his property,
all he reecived was a Lorrent ol abuse, his awls and lasts, and a slool.”!

Wife auctions penerally atbaeled large crowds, [n mast cases this was out of curiosi-
ty, bul sometimes anger supervened. In July 1828 Henry Broom of Buckerell had ia
fend off an sulraged mob afler auctioning off Mrs Broom (o Themas Tremletl of
Awliscombe for £1 at Honiton market.”? By and large, the authoritios reacted with
indifference. On the other hand, the abave-mentioned Christopher Lock spent a night
in gaol.® and in 823 Williom Aadrews received a short prison sentence for purchasing
the wife of William Hodire s Plymouth. 2

[n the same month as the sale of Mrs Kinsman wos veported, the Western Times pub.
tished un secaunt of & woman who asked the Mayvor of Exeler to divorce her and her
hushand. When tihe parties appoared before Uthe Mavars Court the hushand was asked
why he beal his wife, In reply he stated that his barber (old him that every baivc of this
head wis loose inits ‘socket’ and that his wite was responsible. The mayor reacted with
inoredulity, the wife with astonishment, and most with unrestrained laughter, The hus-
baud, however, stuck Lo his story and offered to swear to it on cath and produce Lhe
harber as a witness. Although the mayar could nol comply with the wife's entreaty o o
divoree, the couple agreed to a separation and to the husband giving his wife 2s 6d oul
af hig weekly wape of 125 As they lefi well-sutished with the procesdings, the mayar
vecatled the man and asked for the fee of Is for the summons. Aceording to the newspa-
per, the Toose-haired hero’ threw down the shilling with the greatest alacrity, clapping
his thigh, and swearing he woutd pay fifty-shillings any day for anch o capital bayr-
gain.®* This incident does not appear to be reported olsewherve, snd the Mayor’s Court
Rool for the pertod does nol contain details of cases heard. olher than those involving
chimney fires ¥

Often prescoted as humorous examples of the quaint activities of Lthe under-privi-
ieged, the abovi: cases reveal much unhappiness and discontont. Although at times the
arrangements to relieve this worked well, in some instances the women were te enduee
turther sufforing and distress. However, in one respeet they were forlunate. They were
not amoeng those abandoned to face a lifetime of vagrancy or the horrors of the work-
house. Nor did they fall vietim to murder,”?
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Anon. A trae ard singufur Aceount of Wife-Scliing Extraordinary! Gateshead,
undated (British Library LR 88cE8{21 ) Whitfleld, op. ot pp. 296-297.

North Devon Journed 3§ April 18734,

Western Chrmnele of Curvent Events February 1864, cited in Western Murring

News 28 Welruary 1957; Rushen, op, cil.

Plymouth cond Devonport Journal 25 September 1836,

Dievant Rieeord Oiffice) Mary Tavy PR3 Bird, R, (teanser and edy Mary Trev

Parish Kegister 15600- 1837, Devon and Cornwall Record Soviely, 1961-62,

DRO Marytavy Bishop's Transeripts 1613-1819,

5. ‘Extracts from registers of Mary 'Favv’ Wostern Antigrary 2 118892), p. 539 8.,

“Bixbracts from registers of St Mary Tavy, Devon Charchman [ {1882), pp. 129-
130; 5L, V. ‘Curiositics af parish registers”. Wostern Antigquary 2 (1882, p, 119,
Baring-Gould, op. cit., 1908, pp, 59-60.

Bird, up. eft.: DRO Mary Tavy PR2; DRO Mary Tavy PR3,

DR by Tavy PRZ; Gaw, A M. and Taverner, L. (transers. and ceds.) Regtsters

of bapstisms, marriages and buvials of the parish of Okehamptor, Devon tincluding

the Borough of Okehamptoni, Devon and Cornwall Reeord Sociely, undated: DRO

32L0APGLOA RS Bird, op. cil.

DRO Mary Tavy PR3 DRO Mary Tavy PR4; DRO 118447801,

Avon. A true and concise Account of a Woman setling her Husband, On Soturday

Avgrest 21, 1824, 60 Hie town of Totness, in Deconshire, where she {od him to the
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22.
23.
24

20,
26,
27

Muarket-place, by ¢ handherchicf round his neck, and put him up for sale to the
highest bidden, stating that the purchaser would be entitled to a good dwelling-
house worth two hundred pounds. He was bought by an old woman of 60 years of
age. Being the most laughable circumstance that has ovcewrred for o century buack,
Gateshead, undated (National Library of Scotland Crawford M 1631),

Excler Flying Post 10 July 1828; Exeter and Plymowth Gazette 12 July 1828,
North Devon Journal 3 April 1834,

Whitfield, op. cit., p. 287, Hodge was a wife-beater, whose wife lefl Lo live with
Andrews, Hodge failed to appear at his trial, hut Andrews was given a term in
prison by way of warning.

Western Times 28 September 1833,

DRO Exeter City Achives G1/C3/99,

Anon. The Cruel Husband; or Devonshire Tragedy, Wherein is related the accotwnt
of Mr. J. Barton of Topsham, who was put apprentice to Mr. Long, Merchant in
Exeter, and afterwards married his master's makd servant; but being threatened to
be disinherited by his father for the samre, was instigated by the Devil to murder her,
which shocking act he committed. Also, @ Remarkable Dream of the landiady where
they lodged, discovering where the body of his wife was concealed; and his extraor-
dinary penitence and execution, Seven Dials, undated (Westcountry Studies
Library p398.5 TOP CRUY, Prideaux, W.F.,, ‘Devonshire tragedicy’, Western
Antiquary 10 (1890-1891), pp. 68-T
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DEVON COUNTY PAUPER LUNATIC ASYLUM, EXMIN-
STER: THE EARLY YEARS

Jeanette Lee

It may be assumed that nineteenth contury partinmentary reform concerning the eare
of lunatics in Britain (not including Seotland) was well planned and that clear guide-
lines were given to those responsible for their treatment and maintenance. Closer
invesligation reveals that this was not the case. Banction for the establishment of
funatic asylums Lo cater for Lthe pauper insane was authortsed by the House of
Commons in E808.' [L was suggrested by those in Parliament that each county erect. its
own institution to house or conlain insane paupers. This concept rellecled the provision
for other paupers in Lhe communily who were housed in parish workhowses. Local
ohjections concerning the cosl, and public opposition to the permissive proposal, led to
statutory fogistation in 18457

Concern regarding the treatment of lunalics may well seem disproportionate al a
time whan public community care was minimal. For example, hospital provision was
virtually non-existent and organised educational provision for those who could not pay
for it was generally provided, it at all, by tocal church organisations in the form of
Sunday Sehools, Howoever, interest or fear of lanacy was stimulated by the revelation of
gross abuses that had occurred in an asylum in York during the carly 1800s, and prior
to this the sad events of King George [H's mental tllness at the end of the eighteenth
ventury. Cortainly the idea that lunacy was on the inerease eavsed @ great deal of fear

Directives rom Parliament concerning proviston for the insane were few, Those that
were given reflected those recommended for prisons by the prison reformer John
Howard. He suggested Lthat places of confinement should be buill on high grouod to pro-
vide maximum ventitation, that there shoudd be an ample water supply and that male
and termale inmales should be completely separated.” Other than that no specific guide-
lines were given, There was no direction aboul what category of inmate should be
housed in county asylums, although legslation was clear aboutl Lhe legal procedure tor
committal. Neither were directives given concerning the type of buildings' that were to
be congtrucled, thedir size, the amount of land required, or whether such establishments
were to provide their own produce, although it was suggestod, as with prisons, that they
should be as selfsutficient as possible. Surprisingly there were no guidelines given con-
cerning standards for staff or of forms of medical supervision and care to be provided in
such establishments, However, it was suggested that the appointment of o medically
qualified superintendent would be preferable to one with no medical traimng,

It is not surprising therefore that the establishment of the Devon County Pauper
Lunskic Asylum al Exminster which opened in July 1844, was a somewhat haphazard
affair. Loeal magistrates who had been respousible lor Lhe chotee of site, the building,
Lhe asyluw’s financind management, and the appointment of its (irst superintendent
knew little about the conlinement and carve of lunadics, John Charles Bucknill (1817-
18971, ils [irst superintendent, was a young, newly qualified doctor® with little experi-
ence of working with the insane. Few medical guidelines existed and those that did
were generally recognised to be ouldated. The task of Gling the asylum that was creet-
ed to hold four huandred tamates was atlocated to Bueknith he was left to his own
devices Lo galher in from the surrounding area those he deemed in need of confine-
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ment, e bepan by demunding that all those who were considered hunatic and who
were being cored Tor in workhouses be taken to the asylum and he sent lellers to sach
county porish asking them Lo deglare their lunatics so Lhat Lthey could also be sent to
thi: county asyvium at Exmmster, [t proved difficult in the initial years (o (il the county
asylum but this changed as the function of the asylum expanded and the eategory of
tmate oadened.

Bucknill was determined to maintain full numbers in the asyhim in spite of consider
alle oppodition rom those managing the Fxeler workhouse and some loeal magistrates
whn felt that the insane could be adequately and more cheaply cared for there,
Bucknill's cancept of asylum cave grew Lo include those who were by no means insane,
He admitted thal some patieals wers simply desperately in need of medieal care duy-
ing the final stages of Lerminal Hlness, Theilr mental disquiet was no more Lhan that of
anyone else in such a situation. but desperate relatives, having nowhere else Lo turn,
brought them to the asylum and to a doctor whe, they had heard, would not tuen them
awap,nﬁ In 1854 Bucknill wrote:- “The number of patients has nol been small whe, from
time to time, have heen admitted into the Devon Asylum with serious disease of the
several ovgans of the body, and with no greater amoeunt of mental disturbance than is
the frequent result ot such disease.”” Bucknil] was severely evitivised for this misuse of
asylum resources and was reprimanded or it by the magistrates, He admitted the fault
and promised to vectify the sitnation ™ |

Close analysis of patient records reveals thnt many men and women, but above all
women found themselves in the asvlum as o resull of griel. [n many cases women had
lost numerous children and were temporavily unnhie Lo carey ou with their every-day
lives. The admisgion documents for numerous inmades reveal to evidence of mental
abnormality and most of these prople retarned to their famibies and normal Hyes after
a period of aboul twelve months. Some made lemporary use af the asylum to provide
respite care for aduelt childron or spouses who were sullering from mentat disability but
who were generally cared for at hame; these putients weee returned home after a short
period under the heading relieved’, or tempararily celieved’. Others, Bucknill recoy-
nised, resided in the asylum to gain some reliel from unhappy family life and violend,
ofien drunken, husbands, or were in despaie because of sudden financial misfortune”

It is evident, thoerefore, that the Devon Pauper Lunatic Asylum became an institu-
tien of sucial, modical and wellare provision al a time when there was little alternative
available, Fue from being Lhe conceplion of a Victovian lunatic asylum as o high-walled
prisen troan which inmates never emerged, Devon County Pauper Lunatic Asylum was
a place of respite for maay, whether for caring refatives whose loved ones were housed
feir o shart ime, or Lthose facing temporary moental disquiel as o resull of loss, or for
people who were dying and needed some medical attention in their final hours,

{t cun bie seen that during the early years, county pauper lunatic asylums. not least
in Devon. developed in Lheir own particular ways. The elhos, care and treatment
reflected, alimost exclusively, the individual ideas of the incumbent superintendent. En
fael their development can be seen as an ad-hoe series of experiments as institutions
slruggled Lo cater for targer and larger numbers and to adapt to medern forms of
medicine, drugs and surgical procedures.
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‘YOU HAVE DONE VALIANT SERVICE’

Anthony Greenstreet

Whal a pity tt is that one of the most enthralling diaries of the Second World War lies
unpublished in the avchives of the Imperial War Museuam!

Mrs Anne Lee Michell (1908-88) was born into a literary family. When war came in
1939 she was married to a solicitor in Wellington, Somersel. Although caring for a
large house and garden and two small daughters, she Qung herself inlo war-work -
manning the local dusi-carl; running a ecommunal geat, chicken and pig farnn; working
pari-time in a factery; and helping run mobite canteens of the Womenw’s Voluntary
Service for Civil Defence. Sowme of the diary’s most vivid passages describe how the
Wellington WVS helped after the great aiv-raids on Plymouth and Exeter.

On 3 May 1941 they were called Lo Plymoulh where for four days they were baged al
Tavistock. ‘Sunny morning, the kids and T went up hill on hikes to pick primroses.
Jetting back at 12.45 Babs vushed out and caught me - says she and 1 had Lo go Lo
Plymouth to cook for and drive the Queen’s Messenger convoy for foed. Rushed home to
pack and then drove to Plymouth with’ Babs, Mrs Langford and a Mrs Walker. Found
lovely blue and fawn vans en car park in blitzed suburb of Plymouth and drave one o
Tavistock where they're based for night. Muddied gears and held up the whole convoy!!
LYinner at pub in Tavistock, then long maoonlit dvive ever Dartmoor to Ivyhridge whers
a relative of Mrs s put us up. Whole day completely unreall

Sunday 4 May

"(zot up at cock-crow an hour earlier owing to double summer-time. Lovely carly drive
to Tavistock, found the right way and so did it quicker, Drove my van to Plymouth and
did day’s work stewing soup, culting bread and butter ete. Whole affair rather a mud-
dle, no one to organise work, masses of helpers doing nothing ete. Convoy - 2 kitchens,
2 stoves.2 water carts, 3 canleens, Canteens go out distributing food around Plymouth,
but we were nol sent. Drove back to Tavistock, vans nice ko drive now I am used to ‘em.)”

Monduay 5 May

‘Drive over Davtmoor so lovely in early morn,{rost in meadows and moors all misty.
Such a hard day’s work today, never sal down al all. Gob sent oul with canlesn amid
frightful rubbish, ruined homes. Soldicrs doing demolition very glad of tea - dust so
awful. Could never have imagined such scenes - nothing loft of whole streets but twist-
ed girders and rubble. People so pathetic especially the kids, Terribly tived by ovening
but drove back somehow.”

Tuesday 6 Moy

Qur last day in Plymouth, glad as am dirty from the smoke and our dixies. A stray
incendiary [rom raid last night HL a sulky dixie very nicely! Was sent out again and
soon sold oud of soup and food, so drove home thre’ Plymouth and saw most of it. Shall
never forget these Lhres days. Hoped Lo be relieved from Bristol but no one came, so
had Lo drive convoy back lo Tavistock as usual and came home from there. Got 1 9.30
dead tired...”

A year later the eall came to help at Exeter, where the WVS were based at a large
house near Chudleigh - apparently Ughrooke.

Wednesday 6 May 1942

‘Barly starl to Exeter, and chaltering mob of women waiting for the Lrain - 26 of us!
Long pause outside Bxeter, and watched men mending the line- bomb cralers every-
where, Queen's Messengers were parked on Bury Meadows, and we took over from the
Tauntom team, but to our disgust Mrs Mills remained in charge, bellowing and roaring
fike a mad bull. Mrs Walker (our OC) got quieter and calmer by contrast, she's o joy to
work for. In no time we were at it, cutting sandwiches, and serving teas in a van down
hy the gate, where an endless queue of people waited for L. It was fearfuly hol and I
was in charge of a squad there for an hour or more. We worked (lat oul, just serving
teas, dripping with sweal. Then I was sent oul with a team in van, and drove around
Exeler, It all seemed like a dream - vuins everywhere, the High Street just a goat's
track between shattered walls and heaps of debris, choking white dust under a het sun
and sweating soldiers everywhere clearing a broader path. Impossible to believe it was
BExeter - I kept thinking I was back in Plymouth a year ago, and so in a way it was all
ludierously familiar, In one way things were better - our organisation, We had a good
sit down lunch al a hotel, and did't, have to look after fires and dixies - soldiers and
ARP men did all that, and carried away the heavy urns for us, About 8 o'clock we load-
od up and drove oud to Chudleigh - heavenly drive up, up through beech wonds sheeted
with primroses to an immense Georgian mansion set in a wonderful park, Twao girl-
guides whom I remembersd from Plymouth, had a tovely hat supper ready for us, and
then all we asked was a BEDP

Thursday 7 May

‘Aas! T've had the worst night of my life, tossing on an iron like mattress on the floor
with six other women in the room and shutters barring any air. Couldirl sleep Lill after
4 am, and breakfast was at six, We're all fuming at the woman of the house - there are
about 60 bedrooms and she'H only let us use about 5, and vest of us tossed on sitting-
room floors. We had to use the backstairs, tin mugs and plates and allogelher be treat-
ed as if we were lousy! So [ starled the long day completely wan and weary, and Mrs
Mills’ shouting and ranting and bossiness were very trying. Fell foul af her over the
milk - it all went sour _\;estérday and I asked if we could boil it as soon as it arvrived, she
was furious, especially when Milner came along and had it scalded without asking hert
Toiled all day and wenl oud inlo Lthe town, much amusement when a soldier said “You
ain't stopped in a very good place, Miss™ and [ looked up and saw & tottering wall slant-
ing far above us! Babs was asked by a Bobby to feed some men digging up an unexplod-
ed bomb: she asked them when it would go oft and they sald cheerfully “Due about now,
Miss” at which Mrs Hill called out from the back “Now then boys, deink up, we must be
oft™ The drive this morming was so lovely that it quite refreshed me - early sun gilding
the tops of the trees, and we looked down on a sea of mist all up the Exe valley, blue
hills rising in the distance exactly like a Jap print. Shared a bedioom with three others
at the top of the mansion - had a lilo on the loor and slept till 4. Bveryone amazed at
“filthy-dirty” pictures adorning bathrooms and lavatories of this abodel

Fridey 8 May
‘Last day in Exeter, was sent oul with three athers and parked by the cathedral
where we served tea and soup. What a contrast to last time | parked there with Mrs
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Zorab! Now the old Deanery is in ruing, and the S transept of Lthe cathedral (e, end)
shatterved; the Close covercd with broken glass and luny snakes of hose-pipes. The
eathedral looked incredibly lavely with the sun streaming thraugh the broken side. The
Bridgewater posse arrived at one and immediately took charge, so we were off duty and
strolled about the town. Everywhere among the ruins flags had appeared, as the King
and Queen were expecled at any moement, We waited in a shattered shop window for
ages, mueh interested in the crowd alse waiting, and in watching soldiers pulling out
huge steel girders with a tractor. Then it was time for our train so we hod to feave, bui
the royal train was leaving at the same time, and their Majesties got to thoe station
soon after us and came over the bridge and down the steps past us, to stand and chat
an the platform. We (all Hlthy and incredibly tired) got a kindly smile and how we
longed Lo travel on that fast train! Ours erawled along, packed with refugees, and was
very late at Wellington!

Anne Lee Michell closed her diary on L5 August 1945 with the entry, ‘'Well, here onds
the war and my disvy.”. But in it is pasted a letter sent her when she retived from the
WVS in 1955, [L says “..you have done valianl service - and were always present when
really needed - full of life, and making us all light-hearted, even if the work was heavy',
How Lrue this was is plain from the diary entries of hev seven days in war-time Devon,

The co-operation of The Trustees of the Tmpevial Wair Museuam far allowing aceess to
the Papers of Mrs A Lee Michell, and that of the copyright holder, Mrs Careline While,
daughter of the diarist, in agreeing Lo the publication of these extracts, are gratefully
acknowledged.

Anthony Greenstreet was born in Saltash and edveated in Plymouath, Tavistoek and
Sherborne. After leaving Cambuidge University he worked for employers’ erganisations
in Britain und abroad, {atterly 29 years with the Engincering Emplovers' Federation.
His main retirement hobhy is writing, particalarly on Westeountry historical topics,

EXPLORING DEVON'S PAST - WHO DO WE DO IT?

Simon Timms

Devon History Soctety members gathering in Bxeter tor the Soviety's twenlby-sixth
Annual General Meeting on 19 Oclobor last venr knew that they were sel for an enjoy-
ahie and stimulating day, Their pleasure at wilnessing the installatian of Harold Fox
a3 Lhe Society’s new Presideat was to be followed by his address on Lhe coastal fishing
coutmunities in the Suuth West, Over the past lwenty-Dve years, Havold Fox’s pene-
trating rescarch into Lthe agrarian history of Devon has taken us from Bast Devon
acrnss Dartmonr to Hartland in the north, stopping it many points in between.! In
choosing n piscatory theme for his inaugural address inl996, our new President was
able, with his absorbing blend of seholarship and personsal insight, to foeus our alten-
tion on another aspect of Devon’s history which has enormous research potential.

The 1996 Annual General Mecling programme starled however with a lectuve of
more general application to the study of local history in Deven. The programme
announced that Philip Morgan would be speaking on the intviguing title: ‘In defence of
had local history'. This lecture addressed a series of ssues that went Lo Lthe very heart
of what local history is about and why we, ns members of the Devan History Socicty,
take an inlerest in the subject. Among many aspects, he analysed changing attitudes
towards whal the term “local history’ is talken ta embrace and inveslipated the effect
that the trend towards academic professionalisation of the discipline has hatl nver the
yeurs, The lively discussion that ensued showed that Philip Movgan had touched on a
very perlinent topic for members' consideration.®

One of the key gquestions in this arca of discussion is just why local history has prown
to be such a popular topic hoth for individual study and alse for people joining together
as members of local history groups and socleties. For, despite o vecent drop in member-
ship of the Devon History Society (from past levels of 500-600 Lo 354 in 19986), local his
tory i the enunty appears to be booming as both an acadentic and a leisure activity.
You only have ta visil your local library or bookshop to find a wide range of titles on dis-
play. with a growhiy number of them heing produced through toeal desk-top publishing
venlures Devon has mere loeal museums than any county in Ervgland and ‘heritage’
events are advertised in the foced newspapers every week. The lists of meetings and
activities which appear regulorly as an insert to The Devon Historien give just a
glimpse of the events ovganised by local history societios in parishes all over Devon,
while informal talks, guided walks and exhibitions with s historical theme form a reg-
ular part of the annual programmes of branches of the Women’s Institute and other
communily groups. Archaeology and local history featuwre among the most popular top-
s For pxtra-mural courses put on by Exeter University with a welcome namber of pav-
tivipants pursuing their vesearch through the university’s ceriificate courses.

The Devon History Society can anly trace its rools back te 1968, when W.(5
Hosking, who surely did more than anyone to establish Lhe status and popularity of
lacal history in ils vwn right, became ils first Presidenl. But the vise in public interest
in local history van be scen in the growth of national organisations and lecal groups
stretehing back over fifty years. Nationally, the Standing Conference for Local History
was set up in 1943 with the first issue of the Amafsur Historian (ta become The Local
Historian) appearing in 1952, A sample survey of 222 local history societies In exis-
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tence in 1979 found that fess than thirty had existed prior to 1946.% AL one stage in
the 1870s it was estimated thal o new museum was opening somewhere in England
every week, The popularity of lucal sucicties and groups raises Lhe question of why
people seek to join them us members, Various reasons have heen put forward, Kate
Tiller, who spoke at our 1995 AGM, has cited the vole that lacal history groups have in
the sertous purpose of furthering histovical uaderstanding, but has also identified
other motivating factors as nostalgiu, a4 wish to vesist modern development and a sort
of Lheme-park escapism. Alan Rogers has put much of the popularvity down Lo such
factors as the seavch for ronts, identifcation with the coommunity, 2 sense of explo-
ration, and a concern Lo slow down the pace of change, He also includes a desire to
contribute to scholarship and the chance to make contact with real evidence.”

Clearly a range of motivating factors arve al play. Recent research into adult educa-
tion in Devon has exploved two avenues in an abtempt to shed more Light on peaple's
involvement in Joeil history and avchaeology.® Firstly, a ‘Devon Heritage Questionnaire’
was drawn up to seek responses on a series of questions ranging from membership ot a
locul history sactety o naming a favourile book on local history or archaeslogy. ‘T'his
questionuaire (reproduced in the Appendix) elicited a total of 261 replies from active
parlicipants in archacology and tocal histovy in Deven. Their responses arve presented
hiere Lo indieate the trends identified by the guestionnaire and alse as an invitation lor
similar questionnaires to be cirenlated among other groups in the county.

Griven the nature of the audience to which the gquestionnaives were issued, il come us
nn surprise to find that the great majority of responses claimed membership of a local
society in Devon. 500 also indicated membership of the National Trust but endy 15% of
those respionding were members of English Heritage. The questionnairve showed that
only aboul 15% of thase replying owned an archacological site or historic building, but,
in response L guesiion four, 0-85% of people were able to name a favourite archago-
logical site, historie building and museum. In contrast only just over 505 could give the
title ol their favourite bovk on archaeology or loeal history (the fact that ncarly 30% of
those naming a title gave a book by W.Gc. Hoskins indicates the lasting influence his
work still maintaing). The Daily Telegraph, The Independent, The Times and The

feardian were given as the most popular nubional newspapoers (with just a single vote
for The Suwn) although readership of ncal uewspapers such as the Western Morning
News was also strong.

Over B0% of people responding had spoken o a site or huilding owner (question five)
whilst less than 40% could corvectly name the then Heritage Minister (the total would
probably be much higher today now that the National Lottery and Millenmium has
piven greater puble exposure to this government ministey . An encouraging number
(over 50%) of people had attended cvening classes tquestion sevens whilal sites visited
ranged lrom Stonchenge (95%) to prefustoriv sites at Marvivale and on Exmoor (50%
each}, to Plymouth Museum, Exeter's Underground Passages and Bratton Clovelly
parish church (32% each).

While this questionnaire (which was issued in 1993 and which Devon Histary Society
members ave welcome to use with local groups) gives an indication of both formal and
informal involvement in local history and archaeology, it does not help in identifying
individual motives for this interest. To investigate motive a second appreach was
employed by asking people the simple question: “‘What first aroused your interest in the
study of tocal historwarchaeotogy? Thirty-two people in Devon responded to this ques-
tion by interview or tn writing and their answers veveal a wide range of personal
motives, & seloction of raplies may be summarised as follows:
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fagcinated by castles s a ehild

went on o National Trust gnided wilk which happened to start outside the front
door

becane interested in archaeolopgy through astranomy

grew up on o Welsh hrm surrounded by historie sites and later went to evening
classes

grew up in 5t Albans and visited the Roman exeavations and muscum thore
wanted {0 join a voluntary society and happened to choose a local history oue.
hecame involved with a local istory group Lhrough the workplace

s @ child dreamt of being an Assistant Keeper at the Brilish Musewn

taok an early liking Lo Egyplology

as a child given Lthe Chiddren’s Newspaper which had history articles in it

put oft history by schoolteacher bul came back ta it in adult ife

hecame interested through visits te the local museum

tather had a strong interest in local history

given a copy of Alleen Fox's South West England as a fourteenth birthday present
hought a copy of W.G. Hosking' Muking of the Enplish Lanwlscupe when it was first
published

taken by father for walks to see historie sites

employed in the office of Hansford Worth, the preat Dartmuor historian

watched Siv Mortimer Wheeler on television

visited the castlos of Wales on holiday

taken by mother on walks around Exeter

foundd prehistoric Hints on the farm as a child

heard a lecture on Dartmoeor as parl of army trainiug course

saw Roman sites in North Africa whilsl serviug in the torees in World War 11

as d child, saw at historie ailding being knocked down

B just happened to call inat e library ou the way hame feom work one day

This selection shows nol just the diversity of experiences that can first arouse an
interest. It also indicated that this interest can be commonly traced back to childhood
experience, even if il is not unlil Jater in life tsametimes ondy with the leisure hours of
retirement} thal people can begin to pursue this interest actively, In the light of these
responges to the guestion “what first arovsed vaur interest in the study of local histo-
ryfarchacology?, it would be of interest to veceive feedback from members of the Devon
History Society on how they Birst ‘canght the bug'. If readers of this article wished Lo
write to the editor of this jourmal deseribing their own first experience of local history,
she would be pleased to summarise Lhem (anenymously rin the next issue of The Devon
Historian. Letters should be sent to Hon, Bditor, The Devan History Society, o/o 7
Cathedral Close, Exeter EX1 1RZ.

Appendix

Devon Heritage Questionnaire (distributed in 1983
The questionnaire included the following questions:
1. Where do yon come from? ...

2 Da yauw own an historie building v archaeological site? Yes/No
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3. Are you a member of (i The National Trust? Yes/No
til Eoglish EHeritage? Yos/No
(il the Devan Archaeological Society? Yes/No
(iv) alocal history society? Yes/No
4. Please name:
ti Your fuvourite archacolomical site....... RV e
(i) Your fuvourite histarie building......... e,

(1) Your favourile MUSCUM e e e eeeeeeesenns
liv} Your favourile buak an archaeology or local history....ooceeeeeinene

EHave you ever Lold the cwner of an archaeological site how inleresting it 187 Yew/No
Who is currently the govermment's Herilage Minister? oo,

Have you ever attended a course of eveuning classes on local history or archaeology?
Yes/No

8. Have you ever visited:

(i) Stonchenge? Yes™No

(i1} Prehistoric sites at Mervivale on Dartmoor”? Yes/No

(iii} Plyvmouth Muzseum? Yes/No

(iv) Exeter's Underground Passages? Yes/No

(v} Any prehistoric site on Exmoor? Yes/No

{(vi) Bratton Clovelly parish church? Yes/No

=R

Notes

1. H.B5.A. Fox “The Field Systems of East and South Devon, Part One: Bast Devon',
Transaciions and Reports of the Devonshire Associafion 10401972y, §1-135: Harold
Fox ‘Peasant farmers, pattorns of settlement and pevs: tramsformations in the
landscapes of Devon and Cornwall during the Taty Middle Ages’ in Robert Higham
ted.) Landscape and Townscape in the Sowth Wesr (18897, 50-52, H.5.A. Fox
‘Medieval Dartmoor as seen through s Account Rolls', Praceedings of the Dunon
Archaeologice! Society 52019941, 149-71.

2. The changing identity of local history has been discussed al other recent Sociaty
AGMs. Charles Phythiam-Adams published a resume ol his address to the 1994
AGM under the title: ‘Some Futurves tor Our Local Past’', The Devon Historian,
47(1993), 4-5. Kate Tiller spoke an the theme of loeal history al the 1995 AGM.

3. Ian Maxted's Abbot's Bickington to Zead Monachorum: o handlist of Devon parish
histories {19941 indicates the current coverage of parish histaries in the county -
and also the number of parishes which stili awail study.

4. Committee to Review Local Iistory ‘Summary of Repavt' The Laocad Historian
13.8:1979), 451-56,

B Kate Tiller Bnglish Local History (1993), 53; Alan Rogers ‘Introduction on Groups’
in Alan Rogers (ed.) Group Prajects in Local History (19773, 10-17.

G, Aspocts of this research was undertaken by the author with support from the
Devanshire Association's small grants scheme, which is gratefully acknowledged.
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REVIEWS

(Readers are advised that ppinions expressed by reviewers are their own and not neces-
sarily those of the Editor ov of the Devon History Society as a whole)

Topographical Writers in South-West England, edited by Mark Brayshay.
University of Excter Priess TOOE, ppaxiv - 200, C12.95 paperback. [SBN 00} 85089 424 X,

This new offering in the proliferating “Exeter Studies of History' series ts the outcome
of the 1993 svmpisium of the Universitys Contre for South-Western Fistorical Studics,
Five articles are revised versions of papers delivered there, One thy John Chandler on
John Leland’s peregrinations) devives [rom a Royal Albert Muscum lecture, ‘The editor
himsell traces and comments upon developments in the region sgenerally, with some
sidelong glances heyond and the volume is rounded oft by an admirable bibliographical
aid Lo resenrch’, compiled by [an Maxted of the South-Woestern Studies Library and,
again, the edilor. Bneouragingly locations are indicatod.

Since the sixteenth eenturey there has certainly been a wealth of writing aboul the
region’s vory diverse topography. Mack Brayshay, o histovical geographer, emphagises
the spatial focus' af sa many of the authoers, Atter Leland and Camden that has been
[argely a caunty one, deplaying a workable historically awd administratively based
unib, culminating in the Victaria Coenty Histories initlated a century ago and still
going {more or leas) strong, Bichard Corew's Survey of Cornwall (1802 emanated from
Antony in a Cornwall where the old tangue was stll in ase, though Carew celebrated
‘the exeellencies of the English longue’ in which he was himself adept. His bool is
offered by Joyee Youings as exemplavy of keen cves contemplating their own loved
place and time. But, Devonian born, bred and sustained she shows perhaps 4 keener
appreciation of John Hooker, whose uusystematic but copious ‘Synopsis
Chorographicall’ she would like to see fully transeribed, edited and printed. A big joh,
but somewhere there may be an academic avid enaugh to survive by publishing Lo take
it on. Professor Youings also yearns for Thomas Westeote's 'Survey’ of 1630 to be pub-
lished in its Davoursome original spelling, a move which would run quite counter to the
current educational urge to.an orthodox orthography.

Roberl Dunning starts a run through Somersct writing from aboul 1600 with the
‘Particular Description’ {1631 - of which only the southern hall survives - of Themas
Gerard, who had ‘an eye for land and its produce..as keen as. for gencalogy and bla-
zon’, those perennial pre-occupations of Tudor-Stuart geatry, whether rising, declining
or stagnating. Much about Somerset o8 elsewhere comes en passand in more general,
or, conversely, more specific, works, such as Andrew Paschall's bistory of Mommouth's
rebedlion, Dunning completes his survey with a plug fwhy not?y Tor the Semoersot VOH
of which he is general editor. Gerard turns up again in Joseph Bettey's essay on Dorset,
Prom Trent, near Sherborne, he compiled a ‘particalar description’ of Dorset, too, in
which he sagely notes the signilicance of the county™s vontrasting soils. Bettey elabo-
rates somewhat on John Hulehin's ‘'massive’ history (1774, pointing sl thal like so
many other works of the perviod it was written abont and for the counly geatry by a
cleric with ‘a laborious cure’. Ask a busy person,. Under the Lide Trom Romanticism to
Archaeology’ Malcolm Todd contributes a eritical commentary on late eighteonth and
early nineteenth century antiquartans, notably Richard Coll Hoare {Wilishive) and the
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Lysons brathers, Samucl and Daniel (Magna Britannia). He sees them transforming
the study of archavology and related topography. His own altempl to set developments
within the intelectual, social and economic elimate of the times is commendable, with
ity stress on, fov instance, the impaet of parliamentary enclogures which ‘siruck a
heavy blow at what still survived [not much perhaps] of the peasant culture of south-
ern England’ and which, working in conjunetion with increasing industrialisation,
changed landscape and topagraphy by both destruction and innovation. The environ-
ment which we are all so cager to preserve has, of course, always been in flux,

Moves towurds seeing things with ‘a scientific gaze; provide the main thrust of

Sarah Wilmots impressive consideration of "Agricultural lmprovers and the
Tapography of South-west England’ during the later eighteenth and nineteenth cen-
Luries. Conspicucus here is William Marshall working from the Drake pstate at
Duckland Abbey, observing, experiencing and going on to analyse and experiment, one
among many fired with the ideal of increasing agricultural productivity, which, think-
ing of Devon, John Grant remarked smugly in 1844 was semething clearly ‘the
Almighty intended’. Enclosure, consolidating strictly private estates was taking
England, it was claimed, oul of ‘that barbarous state of society where men wore
strangers....lo the advanlages to be reaped from the cultivation of the earth’. Not for
the first time, nor for the last, "true zell-love and social’ were deemed the same.
[mprovers like Arthur Young. conlemplating the South-West were ‘srieved’ at the sight
of ‘improveable but unimproved land7 Equally, they deplored the number of small
enclosures with high hedgerows unhelplully providing hubitats for birds and ‘vermin,
‘nursertes for weeds” and anyway very expensive o keep tn trim. Some there were to
speak up for the beauty of a bedged landscape, but in 1835 J. C. Loudon remarked to
approval that ‘there can be no permanent beauty thal is inconsistent with utility’. The
priorities are patent,

Mark Brayshay, hix team and bis publishers are to be congratulated on an altractive
volume, well-presented with pertinent illestrations, and as stimulating as il is infor-
mative.

foan Roots

English Church Dedications with a Survey of Cornwall and Devon, edited hy
Nichelas Crme. University of Exeler Press, 1896, xv + 248pp. Paperback £8.95p. 1SBN
0 R5980 5165,

Ilespite the specialist nature of s subject this is a bool by and Tor focal historians.
Fallowing an examination of the rites of dedicalion, Dr.Orme Lraces the histary of the
English Chureh in Celtic, Saxon and Mediaeval times. This iz a seminal introduction,
applicable to England in general, He adds some salutary caveais for these who would
dabble in Celtie history or ill-founded archaeological deductions. Alter the Reformation
he, perhaps, tails to stress enough the pereception of one’s chureh as the parish church,
wchistinetion lost in turn, as more churches were built during the nineteenth century.
[ a search for historical truth then, Dr. Ormoe soon shows us that behind the author-
stative fncade of such works as Crockford’s List of Benefices and Churches, all is not as
il sgems. Turning to Dr. Orme’s index of dedications to 5t Jarnes in Devon, anly seven
out of bwenty churches - all of old undation - were originally so dedicated, [n medine-
val times a statue of the church’s patron was expected to be put up, but several genera-
tions of iconoclagm caused dedicalions to be lost along with the statues. Only hishops
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can property dedivate and cansecrate a chiareh; bul many dedications are now based on
the puesses of antiguaries. These guesses were often grounded on the date of the parish
feast - not the same thing as the appropriate saint’s day.

Oliver, the Catholie local histarian, began the trend towards a more critical appraisal
of the available sources in the nineteenth century, but before the present study only
Carligle dincese has had a veliable data base. 1. Ovme covrectly uses the old, pre-1877,
discese of Exeter as bis unit, and the county Swrveys apply in detail the principles Laid
down in the Inlroduction. The Cornish sections owe o considerable - and fully acknowl-
edged - debl, for example, to Dv. Q.. Padet and D L. Olson, who have broken new
ground in Cornish place name studies.

For Devon, Dr. Orme’s book is both the definitive study of ifs subject matter ond o
maodel for future work.

Michael Dicliinson

Tawstock and the Lords of Barnstaple by James Coulter. Published by Edward
Gaskell, 6 Grenville Street, Bideford, Devon, EX39 2EA. 1996 144pp, illustrated.
[SBN 1 898545 15 0. Hardback £12.95.

The author’s declared intention is to set the history of Towstock in the national contoxt,
noting how it was affected by such events as the Spanish threat, the Civil War and the
spread of non-conformity. He has made good use of the matevial available although
most of the earlier manorial records were losl in the tire which destroyed Tawstock
Courl in 1784, Parochial boundary revisions ir Lhis and the last contury have deprived
the parish ol its parts across the River Taw adjoining Bamnstaple while the A39 has
separnled Lake in the north from the remainder. These changes have helped to pre-
sevve ils hislorie character as o large but purely agricnltural area. Unlike most Devon
parishes it has no main settlemend bul eight separate communities, two of which arve
said to rank as villages and the remainder as hamlets, Over the pasl eentury or two
several of these have i theie own chapels, meeting houses and schools. The central
point has always been the Court with the church standing al its gates.

The auther traces the Lords of Tawstack {rom the Conquest, moving with a sure
hand from Judhel and the Traceys lo the Fitzwarrens and the inheritance by marriage
of the Bouehiers und Lheir elevalion to be Earls of Bath. After the death of the filth earl
anether marriage brought Tawstoek to the Wreys whose present head still lives in the
parish. Tawstock Court, rebuilt after the great five, i$ now a preparatory school and
mask of the estate was sold in 1919, The church with ils monuments to the families
whao ruled the manor is considered in some detail as ave the varipus charities noted
there. Glher chapters consider aspects of contemporary life, mainly eighteenth and
nineteenth century, the dissenters and their meeting places, schools, road and bridge
building and maintenance, and the coming of the railway, the latter delayed by a dis-
pute with the Turnpike Trust aboul the maintenance of the road to the station ot
Chapleton. The illustrations include a number of group photographs taken on various
oceasions carlier in this centuwry. Many of those depicted in them must still be alive.

Recent commemoration of the evenis of the Civil War in Devon have foeused atten-
tion on the fifth and last Barl of Bath and hig widew, Rachel, who after an unsatisfacto-
ty second martiage in 1655 returned to live ot Tawstock, where she was very much Lhe
lady bountiful, until her death in 1630, Dr Todd Grey's edition of the domestic accounts
of the Baths (1637 - 55) appeared after the present book but forms a most uselul com-
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panion ko it [ sugepests, Tor example, that the Cowrd, at least, made extensive use of
the Taw for loeal travel and for movement ol geads,

Parish histories always have Lo sabisly beo andiences - the present inhahitanis af a
place whe are inlerested in what hagpened in their parents” and grandparents’ times
and the outsiders who are more voncerned with the broad picluve. This work most cor-
tainty should satisly the former, although the peried after 1948 when the then parish
magazine died with the rector wha had been editing it for 40 years, might have been
described 1 meore detail. A note of popalation changes and their significance would also
have been of help as woudd o map, The 150,000 folds across the top of the parish and
tts usie means the hook has to be studied rather than read. T would urge that cvery
parish history should include o magp,

Adrian Rued

Thomas Glass MI} Physician of Georgian Exeter: by Alick Cameron E84pp, iHus-
trated, Devon Books, £14.95. ISBN 0 86111 906 8,

The practise of medicine in Deven in the eighteonth century is a subject that unde-
servedly has attracied litlle attention from historians in recent vears, the more regret-
tably heeause several of its practitioners attained national reputations, One reason For
thiz may he that lay people do nol feel compitont to write v s0 technical a subject
while medical men may hestate at having Lo pull awny the cloak cast over so much of
contemporary thinking by the Latin langunge in which s expressed. Dr Cameron's
atudy of Dr Glass and his colleagues is thevefore especially welenme,

The son of a wealthy FTiverton dyer and a member of a Baptist family Thomas Glass
was as a dissenter barred from the Fnglish universitics and so studied at Leyden
whore he took his MDD in 1731, Ten years later he beeiine one of the first physteians
appointed to the new Deven and Exeter Hospieal, halding his post until retirement in
L7756, dving eleven yeiars later. He was fluent in Latin, the Liguage of instruction at
Leyden, and the one in which he wrote his principal pubilished work, the Twelve
Commentaries on Fevers with Treatments based on the Principles of Hippoerates. A
later study of the D¢ Re Medica of Celsus in four volumes exists but was never pub-
lished. An advocule ol smallpox vaceinalion he gained a high veputation for his success-
es and convinciugly delended his methods in fwo published lengthy letlers (v D Baker,
the voyad physician, His maio interest tay in the study of levers and he was credited by
his cotemporaries with having made much progess in their treatment, notably the
mikitary fever and Devonshive colic,

The avthar regrets that although the facts of Thomas Glags’s Tife are well established
there is Httle infermation about the man himself, Much of it comes frimn o pubhishaed
memorial lectnre given by his successor at the hospital, Dr Pavy, some vears after his
death. Parr was clearly projudiced. Others spoke well of him, ot bricly. However {3
Cameron has discoviered a preat deal of interesting moterial ahoud the Glass family,
including Thomass brother Samuel, a surgeon apotheeary at Oxtord, who marketed
suecessfully a preparation devised by Thomas of magnesium earhanate, w remtedy for
dyspepsta, 2 not surprisingly constant complamt in eighteenth century England. The
argumentls between interested parties after Samuel’s dealh make entertaining veading.
Among Thomag’s descendants were the Misses Parminler who built A La Ronde.

Other chapters deseribe Thomas Glass’™s medical contemporavies, epidemics in
Exeter and the growth of the Devon and Exeler Hogpital including its introduction of
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hot and eold baths for moedical treatment, There s a modern touch tna public stale-
menl by its physicians that any poor person could have the assistance of an apothecary
on demand, Central to the book, though, arc the precis of Glass’s Twelve
Commaentaries on Fevers, extracts from his unpublished commeniaries on Celsus and
the complete text of his Levden MDD thesis, [n the former he interprets and provides a
gloss on Hippoerates fram his own clinical experience. Bul as the author points out,
Glass is more interestod in treatment than in amassing broad clinical evidence,
Traditional methods wauld be applied where thought useful bul the impression given,
not only by Glass, is that to depart from rather than to interpret the authoritics was
pul of the question. Bul where something is eompletely new, ag with innoculation
against smalipox, he aceepts it wholeheartedly, onee convineed of its value, Again, ifhe
did not piencer it, he certainty appreciated the value of Lhe bedside manmner, stressing
it one of his Commentaries on Celsus, that the physician shoubd meet his patient with
A ‘theerful Counlenance’ and ‘encourage him with proper Discourse’ before taking his
pulse. The curious reader ean find for himsell other fascinating aspects of contempn-
rary medical practises in this delightful volmne.

Adricir fieedd

Atlantic Adventurer: John Delbridge of Barnstaple, 1564-1639, by Alison Grant,
published by the author, Instow, 1995, T6pp £4.095, ISBN 0 9527885.0 ¢

In various papers published during the last diseade Dre Grant has alerted Bnglish read-
ers {o the achievements of Lhis north Deven merchant, colonial entrepreneur and man
of affairs who, had he been of their goneration, mightl have been as woll-known in the
nationat annals ns Drake, Raleigh or Chenville. Herve, in a shaet hook, Delbridge’s
carecy i< spelled ol Jor o wider readership, now, lor the fivst time, made all the more
memingiul by being placed against a remarkably skilfully condensed munieipal, com-
mereind and politicol background, Dr Granl has made her point: Barnstaple must now
surely make amends to its forgotten son.

Chrowing up during the reign of Elizabeih, the young Delbridge was simply ence of
nrth Devan's most, suceessful exporters of local doth and importers of miscellaneous
maerchandize. As such, and following a fairly-typical advantageous marvriage, he duly
becume the town's Mayaer and Member of Parliament. Where he breaks oul of the
niould is in his clode contacks with Robert Ceeil, the most powerful of both the ageing
Queen and King Jamoes s ministers. He was to proceed o be the voice in the House of
Commons of the provineiad merchant, impatient with the ongoing predeminanee of the
Londeners. But in lerms of what he achieved, and here he could have tought Rajeigh a
thing or two, Delbridge’s reputation must surely rest. not even on his Lransatlantie
trading operations, bul on the scttlements which complemented them. His ships cay-
ried, not only Lo the north American maintand but also to the island af Bermueda,
where many of their deseendimts stl] live, not the feckless and unemplovable London
eastenders whom Raleigh soon Hosl bul selid and self-reliant nocth Devonians, hraught
up to farming and other slilled oceupations. imeluding scamanship,

The author condrives to ind space for a eomsiderahle number of very relevant illus-
Lrations, mostly drawn by Peter Fergusson, and for a wealth of well-chosen quotations
from loeal and national archives. But why so few olnote references to what is obvious-
ly an enavmous range of printed snd manuseripl saurees? She can’t blame her publish-
er and there is room fias o modest increase in price, even to include the cosl of a stiffer
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cover It is to be hoped that such will be reclilted in future editions in order thal the
story of John Delbridge of Barnstaple will be read, as il deserves to be, bevond the con-
fines of his place of bivth.

Jover Youings

Devon Household Accounts, 1627-58, Part 11 Heary, fifth Earl of Bath and Rachel,
Countess of Bath, 1637-1655, edited with an introduction by Todd Gray, Devon and
Cornwall Record Soeciely, New Series 38, L9986, v + 341 pp. Copies available at £15
fram Assistant Secretary, Devon and Cornwall Record Society, 7 The Clase, Exeter, BX1
1EZ, [SBN 0901853 39 ¢.

Parl I of this two-part series (reviewed April 1987 adition) dealt with the accounts of
three Devon gentry hauseholds in the early years of seventeenth contury, As a most fit-
ting companion yalume hut also by way of contrast, Part [T deals with the accounts of
the leading aristoeratic hauseheld in the county from the years immediately preceding
the Civil War, through the turbulent times of that great upheaval and the ensuing
Commonweanlth.

In keeping with their social status, the Dourchiers maintained principal vegidences n
hoth London and Tawstock in north Devon, and the greater part of the volume comprises
household receipts and expenses for thele together wilth Lady Bath's personal accotmls.
Their retention for more than three conturies in private hands has ensured their survival
bul meant that they remained virtualiy sbseured from the attention of historians vntil
spolted by the eagle eye of the author who is to be congratulated for transeribing and
hringing them into the public domain m such o clear and readalle fm.

The actual accounts oecupy 295 pages and such a volume of household minutiae
coutld be tedious were il not for the way in which it reflects so much of the soeial life of
the peviod with an intimacy rarely found in more conventional hislovies. Revealed also
are many intimate details of Lthe principal personae, Henry and Rachet Bourchier, the
Earl and Countess of Bath. Although dismissed by Clarendon as a morose personality
having ‘na excellent ov gracelul pronunciation’, Lovd Henry emerges as & man of some
considerable eultivation aad learning for the accounts veveal frequent purchases and
binding of books including works by Plularch, Hooker and Spencev’s Faerie Querne.
‘Mathematical instruments’ algo appear as acquisitions and these together wilh tor-
toiseshell-framed speetacles, pipes and pipe tobaceo econuplete the picture of a savant in
his library in earnest pursuit of his studies.

Presumably becavse they weve very much pari of her personal domain, the accounts
toll us rather more about Lady Rachel who was noted far her great charity towards the
displaced clergy and their families during the Commonwealih. They contain many ref-
cvences to payments for clothing, shoes and schonling far the children under her care
and many items are noted simply as ‘payment to a poor minister’. Many expenses also
reveal her great fove of gambling at cards, dice or ‘ot table’. Losses are faithfully vecord-
ed but winnings, if any, are nol. Usually meticulous in recording receipts and expenses
large and small, she nevertheless had trouble with one receipt amounting to £1 T0s
accompanied as it 1 by the very human comment, ‘T have yet forgot what [ did with it

The extensive introduction, arranged under main subject headings is an invaluable
guide towards our understanding of the accounts and the backpground te them ns is the
glossary of shsolete wortds, Fifteen appendices provide a wide range of supplementary
details including names of servants, inventories of furnishings, livestoek and hus-
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bandry items and medicintes. This is a work which will amply reward its perusal by
students of the period and history enthusiasts generally for many yeavs o come.
i Coutter

The Archive Photographs Series: Tavistock, campiled by Gerry Woodcock, Chuliiard,
1997. 128 pp, over 220 photographs. £9.99 paperback. ISBN 0-7524-0760-0.

Prolessional historian and rvetived teacher Gerry Woodceock, who is now Tavistock's
leading ‘consultant’on matters concerning the town's history, has used hiz wide knowl-
edpe in selecting and eaptioning this fne eollection of phetographs. With vepresenta-
Live examples of every decade from the 18505 up to recent years, Lhe collection is divid-
ed into twelve chaplers, focusing on: the setting; working: playing; worshipping; caring;
sharing; ieaming; governing; trading, travelling; confronting; celebrating. Tach picture
is aptly explained with reference to the date, the subject ov oceasion, and identification
of many of the individual people portrayed. Every page brings lresh scenes to provide
itnmense interest and pleasure, with glimpses of Tavistock life over last 140 years,
The book has been well produced and photographic reproduction is excellent, As the
compiler explains, many of the pictures are from the photographic archive of Tavistoclk
Local History Socicty, honsed in the town museum. Despite the list of acknowledge-
ments, which intludes many individual names, a fuller service to future historians
would have been given if particular identificution of sourees had been provided, where
appropriate. Mr Woodeoek is generously donaling his royalties from the work to the
Tavistnck Local History Soctety.
Helen Harrix



Yelverton & District Local History Society’s Newsletter Na 14 (1997) is well up
to usual standard and good value at £1 {or members and £1.30 for non-members.
Produced in A5 format with card cover and 38 pages, the earrent issue, edited by Paul
Rendell and Jenny Sanders, includes articles on Elford Tewn (alias Yelverton);
Walkhampton Church; eighteenth century corve: of the poor in Buckland Monachorum;
and on the parishes of Sampford Spiney and Horrabridge from material kel by the late
Joy Beer, wha was a council member of the Devon Hislory Society. Copies available by
post {+ 30p p+p) from Paut Rendell, 20 Rolston Close, Southway, Plymouth, PLG 6P,

DEVON GREEN LANES GROUP

Devon (Grreen Lines Group is made up of volunteer representatives of various aser
groups who are interested in keeping public riphts of way open for future generations,
Threugh the group netes ave compared on ssues relaling Lo public vights of way, Lane
cleaance and other points of interest.

The help of various organisations, including the Devon History Sociely 1s saught in
coanection with the frst of the above points. The Delinitive Map, held by Devon
Clounty Council, i3 taken as the basis [or delermining the existence of o public right of
way. The Map i curvently being reviewed as part of a nutionwide initiative. Tt is known
that there are many historical public rights of way which are nol reeorded an the
Defnitive Map. This means that they arve not available for public wse and enjoyment
and that their histoical significance and physical presence van be lost.

One of the activities of the Devon Green Lanes Group is to undertake vesearch Lo see
if any historical routes, whether footpaths, bridleways or bywavs, emn be found to sub-
mit o DEC for inclusion on the Definitive Map in the review, Old Tithe Maps, old
parish nuinute books, waywardens records, records of publie expenditure, old railway
praposal maps, and other similar sources are all being examined, and a basic methodol-
opty 15 wrilten out. Most of the research is carried out at the West Countlry Studies
Libwary and the Devon Record Cllice, but also fucther afield. The work is painsiaking
but very interesting. Assistance would he gratefully received from any of our members
willing Lo help.

Contact: Miss D). Croysdale, Devan Green Lanes Group Central Regisiry, Busland,
Cadeleigh, Tiverton, Devon. BX16 ST,
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Re: D.R.O. SERVICE POINT : TIVERTON MUSEUM

Tiverton Museum has a Sevvice Point of the Devon Record (Hlice open on Monday
afternoons and on Wednesdays, [t is staffed by volunteers who are knowledgeable in
genealogy and toead history, and, on the second Monday of the menth, an archivist from
Lhe Reeard Office. It provides a very useful service Lo both local people mnd visitors afl
avar the world.

The: Museum holds gome 10,000 archival items and photographs, and the sriginal
newspipers relating to Mid Devon. Supporting these are mico-liche copies of census,
parizh and tithe records and also the International Genealogical Index. This is o public
service apen on the above days or otherwise by appointment. The cost is included in the
mwseum entrance fee of one pound with concessions, Enquiries can be made to Uhe
Musgewm on 01884-256205,

TIVERTON MUSEUM holds the following source material for the use by researchers,

L. PARISH REGISTERS: showing DBaplisms, Marriages & Burials which are held on
a microfiche/tilm I parishes of Bampton; Bickleigh, Blackborough; Burlescombe;
Butterteigh; Cadbury: Cadeleigh, Chertton Filzpaine: Clayhanger; Clayhidon,
Cruwys Morchard: Cullomptou; Calmstock: Elalberton; Hemyock; Holcombe
Rogus; Huntsham; Kentisbeare: Loxbeare; Movebath; Oaklord; Payhembury;
Petton: Poughill; Puddinzlon: Rackentord; Sampford Peverell; Silverton;
Stockleigh English; Stockleigh Pomerny: Stoodleigh: Templeton; Thelbridge;
TIVERTON; Chevithorne; Cove Chapel; 8t Andrew: 8t George; St Paul; 5t Peter;
Uffeulme; Uplowman: Washheld; Washford Pyne; Willand, Witheridge and
Wooltardisworthy East together with Dulverton, Simerset,

2. NON-CONFORMIST RECORDS: Baptizm Repisters (Microtiche) Far Tiverton
Wesleyan Circuil and the Tiverton & Bampton Bible Christtan/United Methodisl
Circuit. Burial Register iphotocopy), Wesleyan Chapel, SL Peter St Tiverton.
Tiverton Supl. Registrars Marviage Notice Books 1837-1974 re mavriapes in Non-
Conformist Churches{Chapetls, in the Tiverton Registralion District and in
Tiverton Registey Office.

3. INTERNATIONAL GENEALOGICAL INDEX (L.0:.0x 1892 Edilion lor Cornwall,
Devon, Dorset & Somerset and the 1988 edition tfor Devon only. An index of
Buptisms/Clristenings and Marriages up to 1837,

1. CENSUS RETURNS: 1851 Calverleigh: Cruwys Morchard; Highleigh: Lexbeare:
Oukford; Templeton: Tiverton; Washiield, 1881: Survey Index |microfiche] for
Cornwall, Devon, Dovset & Somerset. 1891 [Microfichel places in |1 above| plns:
DEVON; Bishop's Nympton: Chittervleigh; Creacombe; East Anstey; Enst
Wortington; Highley St Mary; Knowstene: Mariansleigh; Molland; Newton St
Cyres; Noveh Moltan: Rose Ash; Sandford; Shobrooke; Thorverton:; Twilchen;
Lipton Fledtions; West Worlington.

SOMERSET: Brompton Regis; Brushford; Dulverton; Exford; Gxtons Hawkridge;
Huish Champflower; Skilgate; Upton; Winstord; Withypaol.
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10.

NEWSPAPERS: Bridgwater Gazette [1871-84]; Crediton & North Devon
Chronicte/Crediton Gazette [1885-1939]; Devon & Somerset News {1890-1983];
Cast Devon County Press {1934-39] South Mollon Gazette [1872-39391 Tiverton
(Gazette & East Devon Horald 11858-1933(; Western Counties Advertiser/Western
Obgorver [1875-19301.

JOHN HEATHCOAT & COMPANY Lace Manufacturers: Books, documents,
records ete., relating to this firm's activities and employees Irom 1816-1995.

EMPHERA. BOOKS, DOCUMENTS ETC.: Numerous items re businesses,
churches, shops, personalities, towns & villages ete. in Tiverton & District. Loeal
Directories/Year Books held for various years 18%8-1847.

MAPS: Maps dated from 1777 to 1960 including 1889 jssuc 10/ 6” = 1 mile scale
08 map of Tiverlon town centre and 08 25" = 1 mile seale maps ot tiverton & cer-
tain surrounding villages.

FAMILY HISTORY: Published histories of BOYCE, COADE;
PUDDINGTON/PURRINGTON; ROSSITER; SLEE & VENNER families together
with Information Files on many other local familivs.

PHOTOGRAPHS: Large collection of photographs of people, buildings, events &
lacations 1870 to date.
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FURTHER NOTICES

‘BEFORE THE COASTGUARIDY

We apelogise for any conluston cansed to veaders of Robert Perking' article in DH 54,
due to an editorial ervor of LransposiLion in the table of Exlent of Guard of Proventive
Boal Stalions 181 7-181%. On page B in the line below ‘Padstow (part)” the second
‘T'mtagel Head’, in the third column should be in the fourth, and ‘Bude Haven' in the
fifth column should be in the sixth,

THE QLD PLYMOUTH SOCIETY

Members of the OPS will be aware of their winter programme ol mectings from their
mteresting newslotter *Old Plymouth Today’ (Issue 8, March 19971 But non-members
may like to know that they arve welcome to attend the Athenaenm meetings on pay-
ment ol £1. Forthecoming subjecls include: The Tamar Sailing Barge Shamrock (3
October); Stnehonse archaeological studies and early port {7 November); and ‘Where
did the Pilgrims come hrom?’ (19 December).

THE VALIANT SOLDIER MUSEUM & HERITAGE PROJECT,
BUCKFASTLELGH

The Valiant Soldier was a pub for 150 years until il clased in 1965, since when its decor
and contants have pemained completely intact. A group of committed local people is
currently working to turn the building iato a muscum, a heritage centre and a focus for
the community. The project has the backing of the town council, the local authority,
Dartmoor National Pavk, and the Area Museum Council, with this rarve example of a
mid twentieth ¢entury public house reckoned as of considevable significance, and its
contents of immense interest. At a recenl open day to see inside the former pul 200 vis-
iturs were hoped for, in the event 700 came. Archivists and other veluntieers are cur-
rently assessing the matertal, and tund raising events ave being held. The property
was recently purchased by “leignbridge District Council, which is allowing the newly
formed Buckfastleigh Trust two years to raise the money the buy the property, for
which a Heritage Lottery Bid is being sought. Of the total estimated sum reguived,
aver £200,000, is is hoped 804 would be covered by the Bid, leaving 205 to he raised
focally, Offers of practical assistance, or of donations, would be gratefully received. The
chairman of the project is: Mre Brian Cross, Shyrehill, Grange Road. Buckfast, Devon
TQL1 DEH. Tel: 01364 612815,
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