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The Vice-Chairman, ¥r John Pike, 82 Hawking Avenue, Chelston, Torquay T0Q2
8BTS, would be glad to acquive copies of the vut-of-atock numbers of The Deron
Histarien listed above,

NOTE FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Articles are welcomed by the Hon, Fditor to b eomsidared for publication in The Devon
Historian. Generally the length shonld not execed 2,000 - 3,060 words (plus notes and
possible (Hustrations), although much sharter picces of suitable substance may also be
acceptable, as are items of information eonceruing musenrns, lueal socielies and partie-
wlar projects being undertaken,

To assist the work of Lhe Editor and Lhe printers please ensure that contributlions are
clearly Lypewritlen, on one side of the paper only, with dauble spacing and adequate
margins. ami alse, as far as possible, that the journals styvle is followed on such mat-
ters as the restrained use of capital letters, initial single rather than double inverted
coonmak, the writing of the date thus e.g: 30 November 1994, ete.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE RECONSTRUCTION OF FARMS
IN WIDWORTHY CIRCA 1840

Edwin Haydon

Widwarthy les in cast Devan where the Blackdown Hills slope down to Lyme Bay and
its general lavaut 15 shawn an the niap, The parish originally extended to 1463 acres!
over ghout two miles from the novith-ocast to the south-west and aboud Lhe same dis-
tanee from the north-west Lo the south-east,

The Tithe Surveys

The Tithe Commutation Act, 1836, set in molion a survey of tithes throughout
England and Wales. That survey provides an unrivalled source for the extent of farms,
Lheir owners and occupiers and the crops grown about the mid-nineteenth century.2 T
people that agriculiural landscape one can link the Lithe survey to the Census
Enumerators’ Books of the 1841 Census and ol the more accarate 1851 Census.? In the
production of such a study in east Dovon L endeavoured tu emudate the work of Spencer
Thomas on Lthe coast of Cardiganshire.!

The history of the process at Widworthy under the Act commoenced on 21 June 1838
when ariicles of agreement of commutation ol tithes were drawn up at o meeting held
tn the Marwoeod Avms [nn in the parish. The inn, now sadly disappearsd, was named
afler the squires of the parigh. Indead in 1X38 the squire was Siv Bdward Marwood
Elton, Bart., and Lhe rector of the parizh was the Reverend Willizun ¥arwood Tucker of
Colchester in the County of Essex.

(m 24 September 1838 the Assistant Commissianer ol Tithe Surveys made his
report,® Thal reporl was of the ‘pastoval’ ype in view of the nature of farming in Pevon
and on 20 October, 1838 the local agent gave the auswers Lo the questionnaire. The
auresment of commutation of tithes was confirmed on 24 October 1838, My William
Summers of Hminster had been appointed valuer. The following vear Summers and
Slate, Survayors of Hminster in the County of Somerset. produced o tithe map of the
parvish on the scabe of 6 chains or 132 yards to the inch, or 13.333 inches ta the mile.
The map does not bewr the Tithe Commissioner's seal and s, thevefore, dubbed second
chiss, but is perfectly adequale.®

The Parish

The popubation of Widworthy according Lo the Commission was 274 persons, bal in
the 1841 ¢onsdus it was 257 persons. They Hyved in seattered farmsteads and on the
south side of the main road through Wilmington village, According Lo the consus
returned in 1841 Widworthy contained 45 inhabited and no uninhabited houses.
Excluding land containing merely house, garden and possibly a small orehaud there
were 28 parcels of land held by six landowners of whom the squive, Sire Fdward
Marwoad Elton, owned by B the most, namely 19 propertics extending to 963 acres.
Of that acveage he kept 121 geres in hand which mainly consisted of the plantations
surrounding the park o his seal ot Widworthy Clourt and the plantations and woad-
land which enciveled Widveorthy Hill The landowner with the second most extensive
holding was John Inglett Fortescue Jsquire af Buckland Filleigh, who owned 4 proper-
ties totalling 339 acres. My Fortescne appears ta have been a colourful figure: a civil
outlaw in debt to the tane of more than £50,000, Sir Edound Prideauy ranked third
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with 2 properties, Stade Farm and Rull Farm, comprising & mere 66 acres. He was to
zell both to Sir BEdward Marwood Blion in 1873.7 The fourth lundowner was the
Church of England owning the 32 acres of glebe land, Finally the remaining two pri-
vate ownoers owned respectively smallholdings of 26 and 8 acres, the second being the
anly owaerfoccupier other than the squive,

The 24 properties comprised:

2L trms and holdings of between | and 50 acres including Aliord, "Tutpath, Rull and

Slade Parms, the Glebe and Widworthy Mill, o property of 6 acres;

ang farm, Stockers, of between 51 and 100 acres;

three properties including two Farms, Lower and Higher Halson, of between 101 aned

L50) acres;

ane farm, Coolkshays, of hetween 151 and 200 acrves;

utie Lurm, Sutton with Middle Down, of between 201 and 250 acves;

and one farm, Widworthy Barton of between 301 and 350 aores,
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Table 1. Acreage of Farms

Sizein Numbar af Total acreage % of Parish
acres : farms :

150 4 183 13.01
51— 100 1 52 3.70
101~ 180 2 255 18.12
151 - 200 1 162 11.5%
201 — 260 1 210 1493
301 — 380 1 332 23.60
Total 10 1194 54.87

The Farming Pattern

The pattern of the ten foms was generally of comsolidated hlocks althongh fewr had
parcels ol oll-land. The survey apportionment forms distingoished three principal uses
of Lhe land: meadow, pasture and arable. Meadowland wos always more valuable than
pasture as it provided hay for winter feed of cattle. Strangely Lhe questionnaive doos
not differentiate meadow from pasture. Indeed meadow is nol mentioned al afl. The
answers state that there were, in total, 684 acres of pasiuee, including seeds, which
woere valued at a Falr average rent of 26 shillings an aere.

The leeal agents had Lo eslimate the acreage of arable as land actually plonghed in
the present or last season, excluding seeds.® The classitication af arable on the one
hand and pasture on the sther is apparently ambiguous in southwestern Englund
because of the practice of laying down long leys for three or more years.® Be that as it
tay, the answers to the questionmaire on Widworthy state that there were 444 acres of
arable valued at o faiv average reat of 13 shillings an acre,

The dilficulties of lassification are so revealed if one compaves these two elasses of
tane use with those sel aut in the linal appertionment of rent-charge agreed on 24
Oetoher 1838 thevein arabile acreage exceeds meadow and pasture and is stated to be
A0% neres. that is 149 acres mare than the local agent’s ealeulation. And not only is
meadiw (Hhen al least mentionedy statoed to be 536 acres, bul also, this is some 148 acres
less than the local agent’s caleulation and almost the identical difference in acreage just
noted in the arable assessments, The ambiguity observed by Kain and Prince is clearly
iustrated here, FPhe foeal agent included ‘seeds’ with pasture when answering the ques-
tinnnaire. The Commission must have counted the seeded levs as arable,

However, greater and perhaps move inexplicable differences are revealed when one
examines the apportionment forms for the individual holdings, the totals running as
folbows:

Meadow - 213 acres 2 roods 34 perches
Pagture  — 460 acres 2 ronds 35 perches
Arable - BR2T aeres 1 rood 31 perches

There are, it is true, certain hybrid uses to he fvund i the apportionment forms, the
total uppearing as lollows:

Rougl pasture including

pasture and furze, and

pursery and pasture - B4 acres 0 vood L4 perches
Arable with coppice ~ 11 acres 3 voods 31 perehes
15



Fren thoxe additions do not help the diserepancies. An even groater problem extsts:
floth the local agent and Che Commission state thai in Widworthy there are 205 acres
of commaon. The tocal agent, valued the common at the fair average ventat of 2 shillings
and 6 pence, Dl nowhore in the apportionment nor on the tithe map is ey common at
all te he found. There had been no formal act of enclosare in the parish of Widworthy.
There musk hive aecurred a gradual enclosure of the waste and indeed the field-names
suppart that pracess as having taken place io medieval times. The wondland and ptan-
Lattans which crown and encivele Widworthy Hill ave all separately itemised as owned
and vecupicd by the squive, Siv Edward Marwood Elton, In any case, as has been
noted, the total aercagge which he kept in hand was only 121 acres and those acres
ineluded cansiderable areas of pagture and arable.

Both the focul agent and the Commission stated there weve 15 acres of woodland and
B8 acres of vrchards, Kain and Prince state that usaally only coppice and underwond
were titheable 1 The agent valued the woodland at 5 shillings rental per acre and the
orchards at 60 shillings rental per acre. The apportionment forms, however, show the
following areas of forestry:

Wouod — 13 acres  rood 39 perches
Plantation - 4 acres ool 23 pecches
Cappice - B0 acres 3 roode 30 porches
{excluding Lthe srable and voppice above)
Nursery — 2 acres 3 ronds 13 ferches
fPurze: — 2 acres 2 roods 31 perches
Alder beds — 2 acres 8 roods 133 perches

Furze was used for fuel, The alders provided woorl for clog-making and the trade
directories reveal that patlen-making was in vogue.

Turning o the orchards which, ol eourse, were ecropped Tor cider apples, the appor-
itonment forms in lacet give the Jollowing totals:

Orchards — B4 aeres 3 vonds 36 perches

Young Orchards =7 acres 2 roonds 23 perches

There were also orchards on the plots which akso contained honses and gardens.
Those pots Lotalled 12 acres b oroud and 3 perches,

Fll.l'li‘l“_\' the (_T('l}'!'ll"t‘tif-;[-ii(l}'l, anil )’JI'E‘.‘iltIllﬂhl_\r' e bl agent. eatimzted the tolal ares ol
the pavish as 1,407 acres. They veached that tota] estimadion ou the fullowing figures:

Arable M3 acres

Meadow and Pasture 5368 acres

Woodland 15 heres
Common Land 2 neres
Orchard A aeres
Total L1107 acres

[t omer tabulates that acreage af each holding Drom the apportionment. farms, the total
acreage Is grealer by 3 acres. Explanation af the discrepaney is nat ta be found 1o atlo-
ating the dillorence to roeeds aneed water bodies as the facal agent measured the roacs
and streams to be 16 acres § rood and 20 perehes, There wre noowater hadies olher than
the streams. The local agent™s measurement of the romds and sbreams has been inclad-
vid on the apportionment forms, In the third quarler of the nineteenth century the
Ordunnce Survey standard figure of 1,463 skatule acres was veached fur the parish of

Widworthy and is =o veeorded in the vensus return of 1881, Yet anather diserepancy
arises: the Commission underestimaled the ugent’s tolal subsequent measurement by
30 acres and the agent’s total measurement was in afl 26 acres less than the subse-
quent Ordnonee Survey stindond,

[t is however, imporLant Lo remember that some of the daln, notably in the files, is
the result of cstimation, albeil by experionced men, while olher stalistics fe.g. the
aereage of individual fields in the appertionments) are from whichever survey the
landovmers adapted.

Crops and Stock

In angwer W Lhe seeond question my the questionnaire, the lacal agont stated that
the course of crops was o four ficld ratation:

{1 wheat,

{2) tuynips

{3) vats ftwo-thivds) ond barley (one-thirdt

{4 clover.

IKain and Prince advise that it s possible o derive estimales of the acreage of indi-
vidual erops by dividing the acreage of avable hy the number of courses (excluding the
seeds coursesin the rotation. ! Sueh was the ambiguity and varviance in the total aren
of mable hetween the apportiotmnent torms, the local agent’s answers to the guestion-
naive, and the Commission's appartionment noled above, that such an exercise would
he meaningless in vegard to Widwarthy The Cammission does, however, give the vields
of each variety of ceveal erop uud ils prevaiting marcket price:

Cereal Bushels and Price per
Decimal Parts bushel
Wheat 195.60831 7s. Ond,
Bartey 346.94737 3s. 117,
Oats 499.39394 2s. 9d.

The agent stated that nol very much timber was geown in the hedperows or other-
wise: what there was consigled of ash and sak with some elm. That would appear to be
an inaceurate statement as there is a record among the Marwood Elton papers of
Colone] Fortescue selling timber to Mr Elton, {the later baronet), at Widwerthy for
£3,500 tn April 1831.12 {f that sale related to timber from plantations v the estate, as
it might well have done, one would have expecled the agent to consider thot source as
one other than hedgerows. Later in the century tinther on the estate was safficient (o
keep a saw-mill working.

The agent stated the stock numbers to be as follows:

Cows 93

Bullocks 73

Horses 34

Sheep 377

Certainly that is a useful piece of informationi? but one wonders in the light ol the
other apparent inaceuracies in that loval agent's answers how aceurate it i,
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THE MYSTERY OF THE HONITON BOROUGH SEAL
H.d. Yallop

Iniroduction

Honiton became a borough around the beginning of the thirteenth contury! but theve is
no evidence known of the existence of a borough seal until one was given by William
Pole in 160, when he was olected member of pavliament for the newly re-ealranchised
beorough, This consisted af o device (discussed belowl surrounded by e words: SIG-
ILLUM: COMMVYNEG: DI BVGO: DE; HONITON: DO: DEVOL Tn 1846 the horough
beeame muieipal under a mayor, aldermen and councillors and the sead was modified
in shape, allthough retaining the central device but with the suerrounding words
chiauged Lo The eommimoen seal of the Bovough of Hontten Devan 18346 (Figuve 1), The
1640 seal was, unfortunately, stolen from a showease in Althallows Museum in 1975
atet has not, so far, been recoveretl. pltheugh it= hux and @ wax tnpression survive, The
1846 seal was no longer used after 19771, when Honiton ceased to be a borough, and it is
now in Althallows Museum.

Figure 1. Drawings of Honitan seal. Left: 1640 from Referenes 20 Right: L8445 fraom

Refirence 5.

The device — previous interpretations

Tath the 1640 and 1846 versions of the werding present no difficulty but a definitive
identification of the central device is Incking. The result has heen speculation, some of
it of 2 hizerre nature. The earliest knewn was given in 1793 by Feltham 2 was copied
by later writers? and was as follows: [t represents a pregnant female in devotion to an
idol auspicious to parturient women, an obstetric hand above, beneath a heney-suckle,
the whole sorrounded by beads”. Feltham attempted to support this interpretation
thus: "The name of Honilon is of obscure etymalogy, Ton signifies ahabilation, a town:
hont, in the old Normuan Freach, signified the same as honie does now, that s, shiune or
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disgrace. An old legend refales, that, al w coerlain time, atmost all the women of the
place were barren, and of conrse childless: that, to remedy this evil, they were enjoined
by the priests to repaiv to 8t Macgurel's chapel, and pass one whole day and night
there in prayer when by means ot a vision, they would become prognant; and the saint
never abusad their confidence, the arms of the borough ... seem to allude to somewhat
of this kind ...° This interpretation has been frequently repeated fo the present tiore,
but nome who have done so seem ever to have appreciated that a Norman French ele-
ment would nol have formed part of a town name of Saxon origin (Honiton is in
Domesday survey) or that the barren women, if they existed, are deseribed as praying
Lo BL Margaret to inteccede with God and most certainly not to an idel. Furthermore St
Margaret's chapel is o medieval foundation postdating the name Honitan by several
conturies, and the hand gesture is (uite unlike the obstewric position known as *main
daccaucheur’, )

Another interpretation was given in 1840 by Oliver? as follws: ‘It appears ta vepre-
sent a mernnid standing before a young female: above them an encvmous human
hand: below the Mermaid, a flower’. He adds that the design hax ne protensions to
taste. In view ol the fact Lhat Oliver was a Roman Catholic priest it seems strange that
he did not recognise the gesture wade by the hand, for it is the one braditionally used
by priests when imparting God's blessing te a eongregation. It is also difftcult to accept
his identification of a male demi-Bgure without a tail as 2 mermaid.

Farquharson, apart from guoting Feltham, states ‘And another description suys. "y
priest instrueting a demi inlant erased” in the upper part of the shield, is a hand
couped at the wrist, and in the base o pland, which is, without doubt, a honeysuekle in
hloom’. Historians are, vightly, wary of any statement preceded by expressions such as
‘withoul doubt. There appears Lo be enough botavical similarity to suggesl that the
flower depicted could be meant o be honeysuekle but there are alse features which are
contrary to such an identification. It may be intended to represent honeysuckle o it
mav not,

Worth™ in 1873 quated the above ideas and offeved his own interpretation, namely:
Devive, a pregnant female figure to knees — whether kneeling is not clear — hetore a
demi-tigure erased, with long hair, but apparently & male. Above, a huge hand, fingoers
as in henediction; beneath a spray of heneysuckle in hleom " This appears to be the fivst
recognition of the significance of the posttion ol the lingers of the hand,

{n 1889 the writer of the section on Honiton in Kelly's Directary of Devon stated that
tha deviee was ‘a representation of the baptism of Our Lord’, wnd this was repeated in
euch subsequent edition. Certainly the hand conld be interproted as the hand of God
imparting s blessing and the lelt hand fure ax Jesus in the water, but the right
hand figure does not appear te be a plausible depiction of Joha the Baplist and the
flower is not an element in the Biblical aceount of the event.

No new interpretations appear to have been attempted in the Tast 100 years, writers
being content o repeat one or mere of the above ideas or to say that the matter is »
mystery,

The device - a fresh appraisal
The deviee comprises four distinet elemenis,
1. At the top there s o human right hand placed hortzontally, with the third and
fourth Angers hent. This gestare is the one traditionally used by pricsts when
imparting Gad's hlessing to members of a congregation and in art it is sometimes

L

uscd at the top of a scene to denote God’s blessing from on high. The facts that the
hand is large in comparison with the Ngures helow it and Lthat it is piaced horizon-
Lally at the top, suggest thal it may be interpreted as the hand of God blessing
Lhose below,

2 Ty the left there is a {figure with longish hair butl apparently male, since the
unclethed Lorse gives no indication of female breasts. The right arm is held across
the body as though making a gesturve to the vight of the composition. The Hgure is
cut off at the waist, where it is Qnished off in 2 termal pattern having ne alfinity to
the human figure, thereby suggesting that the depiction is nol intended to portray
a straightforward human male,

3. Tu the right there is a figure with loug hair clothed in a simple dress, which sug-
gists Lhat it i= fomale. The shape of the front of the dress appears to indicate preg-
naney, though with the relatively erude drawing this is nob conclusively so. This fig-
ure is Jopking towards the lell hand one in an attitude suggesting cither speaking
et listening,

4. At the botion Lthere is a plant which is too erudely portrayed to enable precise
butanical idendilication. The flowers ave of leumpel form in the conliguration of an
umbel.

This conliguration of fealnres suggests that the device represents a simplified doepic-
tion of Lhe Anauncialion when the angel Gabriel was senb ko Mary of Nazareth Lo
inforin her that she had been blessed by God and chosen Lo be the mather ol the
Messiah. This identification 1s supporied by a study of & random selection of fitteen
representations of this story by medieval and renaissance artists,” a period when it
was a favourite subject. The study shows that there were certain standard canventions
which were almost always [ollowed by the artists, possibly by ovder of the chwreh
helrarehy, In fourteen cases Gabriel s shown on the [oft, usually making a gesture
towards Mary on the right. In thirteen cases there is a cleac depiction of o lily, the
trumpel shaped flower associaled in aret with Maey, The blessing from on high is indi-
cated in four cases by the hand of God i the gestuve of blessing, in five cases by a
descending dove, the traditional symbeol of the Holy Spivit, and in three by both,

Examination of these pictures reveals astreiking paraltel between the elements and
compasition of them, both with cach other and with the cruder device on the Honiton
seal. More speculative aspeets which ave consistent with this tnterpretation ave that
the male Ggure is not fully human and may, therefore, be intended to portray the olher-
worldly nature of Gabriel and that the female iz passibly intended to be pregnant,
Lhereby suggesting the nature of Gabriels announcement. It is diffienlt to assess how
far the flower supparts this interpretation. e s certainly not mueh like the Madonna
lily which appenes in most pictures studied, bul it may be noted thal the individual
Nlowers are nat unlike those in Lippis painting and alse that some Gilies have Hower
heads in ambet rm. Whilst the flower heads of honey=sackle also have umbel form the
Howers are very different from those portrayed in the seal. The relative crudaeuess of
the art work of the seal may be explainad by the Facts Lthal the artist was aulikely to
lave beet o painter in the master category and was, in any case, working o a different
meditm requirving its own technique.

The interpretation of Lthe deviee as a depiction of the well-known story of the
Anmunciation is consistent with all the elements in the design and their arrangement
andl appears to he more plausible than any hithertn proposed,
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Why the Annanciation?
If the interpretation of this device as a depiction of Lhe Annuciation is correct the
(uestion arises — why was this subject chosen? No connection has been (bund between

it and William Pole or the Pole family, nor with the Courtenay family who were lards of
% . ¥

the manor. There is no evidence of any church or chapel in the town being associated
with 8t Mary. those known being dedicated to 8t Michael and all angols, Alihallows or
All Baints, 8t Margaret and St Thomas.

Another possibility which can be considered is a connection between the device and
the date of its gift. There is record ol the relurn of bvo members to Parliament by the
borough ol Floniton in 1301 and 1311, but thereafler the representation was allowed to
lapse.® The seats weve vevived In 1640 and William Pole was one of the members elect-
edd. The writs to summon the Pavliament of 1640 were issued on 25 September for o
Parliament to meet on 3 November? On 26 November the Committee for Privileges
veported that Honiton had sent burgesses to Parliament 21 Edw 1 and gave as its opin-
ion thixt the seats should be vestored. The House thereupon resolved that this be done
and that the Speaker should tssue a writ accordinglv.1? An election was duly held and
William Pole and Walter Younge were veturned bul, unusually, the date of roturn is
unktown ¥

An estimate of the dale can he made by considering the time interval between the
tssue of Lhe writ and the date of return for the Devon boroughs which were already
returning mombers 8 This shows that the intervals had, in 1640, a mean value of 50
days with o vange from 22 to 124, Since the Honiton constituency had not veturned
members for over 300 yenrs it may bo assumed that some time must have elapsed in
setting ap the procedure or an election and deciding whol quadifications were needoed
Lo be an elector. This ix the nere probable i that the Iatter matter was a source of
argunent in suceeeding vears .U I may be suppused, therefore, that Lhe time belween
the issue of the writ and the return of the members would be nearer the upper himit
than the average for extablivshed seats The wril for Doniten was iszucil on 26
November so a return up te 124 davs later, ie 30 Mareh s plausible. 1t may be noled
that 25 March, Lady Day oy the Feast of the Annuneintion, fallz within this poriad.
Could it be that Williawm Pole beeame Member for Honiton o took his seat on that day
and, regarding this as 1 happy auspice, commissioned the seal, perhaps as a thank
offering Lo 8t Mmv? Stricuy speaking Lady Dy el in TGOS by o day bul the writ,
was certainly issued in LBH and it was lrom thal yvear (hal the ve-enfranchiscment
dates.

Conclusions

No definitive contemporary explanation of the significance of the device portrayed an
the Honiton borough seat appears to exist. Attempts Lo provide one were put tarward
belween 1792 aned 1889, bul none sinee. None: of Lhese seeimns to be satistaclory or var-
ols reasons; some may be entivrely diseounted.

A fresh investigation of the problem leads 1o the hypothesis that what is depicted is
the Annuneiation, No definite evidenee (or the chaive of this subject hus been identilied
but it 18 suggested that it conld be associzted with the date ot return on the vestovadion
of the Parfiamentary representation of the bovough in Lidd, the voar from which Lhe
seal dales.
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Lippi, freseo jn the pantheon in Rome, Duecio Bottieetli, Bartolomea della Gatta,
Bartolomen Caporali, Josse Lioferinze, Gherada Starnina.

8 PP 1R7E (69 LXII Pave 1, 1.

9. CSPD Chavles T 1GH-1641 pp#st, S

10, Journal af the Hawse of Commans, 26 November 164,

11, Sae, tor example: Jowrnal of the House of Commons, XI pG3L, XX ppdll, 479, XVI
a3, ppil4, 3566.

(With regret we record the death of John Yallop since this article went to press. He was
a valued contributor to The Devon Historian over the years — Ed.}
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SIDETRACKED!
Alison Grant

Parish registers are not only invaluable for family and village history, population stud-
ies, and establishing soclal trends, but also provide interesting snippets of mibrmation,
and unexpected insights into the lives of people of the past. This arvticle is hased on
incidental material from Barmstaple Parish Registers, 1538-1914.

When vegisters were introduced in 1338, a few people had yetl to acguire an official
surname, Perhaps John Hatmaker, whose daughter was baptised in 1541, was still
practising his nametrade, Hke John ‘ve miller’ as late as 1602, Most of those with no
known surname, however, were the flotsam and jetsam of society, like ‘Peler a pantyn-
klev of Exeler” and *Agnes, a poor walkyn woman’. Bolh died in 1546/7, when an out-
break of ‘plague’ caused hurial figures to increase fourfold. '

Burial vegisters not only show the incidence of epidemics, but also illustrate in
human terms the meaning of phrases like ‘child mortality’. In the space of ome manth
in 1685, for instance, first Martha, then Hanonah, Mary, and finally Thamasin, all
daughters of Thamasin Shorl were buried. She, poor woman, followed them Lo the
grave within a couple ol weeks, Burials thal year were double the average, but this sin-
gle-parent household had probably been affected by poverty as well as infection. Alter
bubonic plague died oul, stnallpox, trphus, and even ‘infectious colds” cnused misery
and sudden death among the population over the next 200 yvears. In 1834 140 people
including 50 children under five, were buried, probably due to ‘lTu. By conlrast, when
cholera came in 1849, fatalities were relatively few, unlike the lavger, dirtier, industrial
towns in other parts of the country, where burial registers make heart-rending reading.

Pavish registers show that, conbrary to earlier belicf, many people did not. stay put
all their lives. In the sixteenth century, for instance, congiderable numbers moved into
Barnstaple from swrrounding villages, and names like Jenkin Aprice and Tege
Yrishman show the origin of some of the other incomers’. Locad ships traded abroad,
and James Rodrigo, who married a local gicl in 1563 was notl the only resident
Irortyngale’. There were also connections with places farther afield: trade with Guinea
around 1600 aceounted for the negor’ servants recorded in the registers. Later a man
from ‘Nu England’ was mared in Barnstaple, and in 1765, Francis Smith and his wife
Federata were Hsted as 'of the island of Jamaica®. Some foreign names were anglicised,
particularly those of the Huguenol refugecs who settled in Barnstaple. Phus the
I’Giseau family became plain Boglish Birds!

Christian naumes changed as each generation gave the name-kaleidoscope a shake,
and produced its own pattern. Bixteenth century girls’ names like Mellovie and
Welthien gave place to Temperance, Merey, and Palience as Puritanism took hold; one
woman, marvied in 1630, bore the name, The Lord's Neare, For boys, biblicatly-inspired
names ranged from Creator and Melhuselah o BEmmanuel, Pentecost and a1l the apos-
tles, Akilles and Herculus reflected other Jiteravy tastes, as did Tristram and
Lancedulake. Among etghlecnth contuwry names were Cherubim, Diaphantus, and
Marmiducke for bovs, and Dansarex and Philadelphia for givls. A boy with a plainer
name was Olfspring Brown, baptised in 1721, but his move colouriully christened con-
temporaries tncluded Abdolomines Coplestone, BEpaphroditus Roade and Ferdinando
Fealherslone.

Allilerative names were found in alt peviods, Most mellifluous was Modellenn
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Medaltweeke's (16562, but Theoge (or Tege or Tohege) Thoegg’s was 2 regulur tongue-
Lwisler, which the clerk spelt differently every time he registered his pumerous chil-
deen. These inchuded Lwins baptised in D60 and triplets tn £563. In this amadl commn-
nity triplets were born only about onee a contury, and, like Thoege's (Johu, Joan and
Thamsyn), usuably died soon after birth, Twins were more frequent, with one paiv
heing christened Castor and Pollard (sieh. Others were baptised John and John or dJoan
and Joan, probably because their chances of survivad in the sixteenth century were
slim, although at least one pair of Johns Bived to cause confusion.

The names John and Joan topped their respective charts in Lhe carliost registers, but
Joan soon gave way Lo Mary and then Elizabeth, for the best of royal reasons, John, in
spite of a strong challenge from William, was still at number one in 1700 and again in
1800, A cenlury later, however, the honours were shared bebween Arthur, Frank and
William, with Flizaheth only just hoelding hor own against Bmily, Annie and Gladys.

National figures and events influenced some parents’ cholce of names, or inspired
new ones, During the Crimean War one couple named their chitdren Ellen Alma and
Charles Inkerman, and hadf a century laler litte Hildyard Redvers Buller Osbmm was
comprehensively named after the famous Boer War general. Three centuries earlier, in
the same chureh, and ne doubl al the same fond, & couple had had their dunghter chris-
tened Armeda.

The use of mubtiple Christian namoes, uncommaon before the eighleenth eentury, was
oflen a mark of gentle birth — a kind of baptismal heraldry that Tncorporated ail
branthes of the family tree, as with Carew Sawle Vivyan Graves in 1788, At the other
end of the social seale, ‘base’ children, Hke Elins de In Roche Blake, baptised in 1744,
wore sometimes given thetr alleged fathers’ full names by mothers determined to show

who was whose!

Attitudes to such children vacted from period to period. Sixleenth-contury registers
record some ‘base’ children born o the strect, which would ne deubt have shocked the
townsfolk in Vietorian times when unmarried pauper mothevs were cansigned Lo the
workhaouse and their children entered in the baptisms register as 'ilDeg.” - although how
wueh progress this represented is debatable. Numbers of such births shot up when sol-
diers were quartered in the town - Barnstaple was one of the embarkation points for
campaigng in Ireland; in 1797, for example, in the wake of the Surrey Cavalry and the
Glamorgan militia, ten illegitimale children were baptised compared with the usual
two ar three in a year. By contrast, after the Civil War of Lhe previous cenlury, only one
birth out of wedlock was recovded over 132 years, Whethor o not olhers were somehow
conceated and nol registered, this simple statistic gives a real insight into the grip of
Puritanism on people’s Hves in Oliver Cromwell’s time,

The tall in the bastardy rate must have gratified the ‘preachers of God's worde'
recorded in seventeenth-century registers. Qceupations were only cceasionally noted,
but from those thal were, a piclure of a busy community emerges. There were cloth,
leather, and metal workers, and a wide range of other eraftsmen — potters and
pipemalers, shipwrights and geriveners, to name only a few. The better-off included
merchants and goldsmiths, and among the edueated was the ‘cholemaster of the
Higecale” an establishment which it appears the parish clerk had not attended! The
medical profession was represented by o Tesysyon” and a "Worshipful Doctor of Pisicl,
among others, A player, a horper and a'fidler’ were mentioned in Elizabeth’s reipn, but
tew such enterlainers were found therealter, for the Puritan auathorities paid them to
B0 away.



[n the ninetesnth century all pecupations had to be Hsted, so the vegister provides &
vuluable directory of the town’s Lrades, One hundred years ago, oceupations, like the
hymns sung in the parish church, were bath ancient and modern; a miller, tanner, and
fisherman were among those who brought chitdren to be baptised; so wer: a newspaper
reporter, raibway clerk, police constable, and sodawater bottler, The sodawater Inctiry
wis in a disused workhouse, which had at one Lime included a *House of Corvection”
andl g prison, The names of paupers i eenninals — ofen considered synonywous by
their ‘hetters’ — whe died there are found in the burial registers. 8o also ore those of
nine people senteoneed to death in 1591, when assizes were held in the trwn bhecause af

plague in Excter. Among those hanged on the Costle Green were Ulalya Puage of

Flyrninth, and Gearge Strangwich, the lover with whem she had conspired o kill her
hushand — 4 case which achieved great notoriely at the lime.

Burial registors offer an vccasional insighl into erimes of violenee in the past, record-
ing o man lilled by fght', and another *stabbed with o kuife’, for instance, They also
show a few suicides. sometimes by way of the river, whose treacherous tides took a toll
ot other lives when boats capsized or low-lyving parts of the own were inundated. The
worst such event ocenrred in 1807 when ‘Lhere was suche o mightie storme and tem-
peste from the river ... with the comminge of the tyde, thal it caused much lose of goods
and howses te the vallew of towe thansand pownds, besyde the death of one James
Froste a tooker, and towe of his children, the which his howse fll downe upon them
and kitled them .

Thus the parish clerk nored 2 s little chapter in the town’s histovy, More severs
weather followed, but tortunately without loss of life, when ‘the very same woneth the
flowdd was’ the river was ‘so lrozen thal manye hundred people did walke over hand in
hand ..."

Later in thal century, addenda were to be inspired by more mamentous happenings:
“The first day of July 1644 this towne wis most woender{ully preserved from the lrish
and French which came against them for Lo destroye this lowne, which is a day Lo be
remembersd of us of this towne for ever” Needless Lo say the event is now complelely
fargotten!

Clerks sometimes openly showed their own apinions, tor instance in such bapiismal
entries as ‘Als, daughter of innocent woeman with Robert Havrys (15541 and ‘George,
son of Amos Hearsom, 13 days aftev his father and mother was married’ {18851, Jobn
Sloly, ‘register’ lor abmost 30 voars, received a legacy of 20 shillings from a parishioner,
which he recorded in the Durial vegister for 1677, adding, *... and [ would wish that aff
good Christians thal arve to be burted ... that they would doe the like to me as this
woman did if they be aboll” A tew months later another woman Jeft him L300,

Parish regislers, as well as listing names, illuminate some of ‘the crimes, follies and
misfortunes of mankind’, They also contain evidence of kindness, happiness and faugh-
ter; Barmstaple had o comedian as well as a coffin-maker o hundred years ago.

DOIDGE’S PORTRAITS IN PLYMOUTH
C.G. Scott

Thama= Sweel Doidge was a Plymouth boaokseller and publisher who founded his
Western Countivs Hivstratod Anneal around 1865, Doidge used his Anneal Lo advertize
his buginesses including Doidge & Co.s Photographic Art Studio, 189 Uninn Street,
adjoining and opeinng o Dotdge’s Great Book and Stationary Mart’ (1850 Ansnec!
page 3012 Doidge's advertisements in his Annwad provide information on oo nineteenth
century photographic studio,

O interest is Doidge’s advertisement of ‘Suggestions o those aboud te sid for their
Portraits’ (1880 Anneed page 301 Doidge gave six suggestions so Lhat ‘hoth the artist
and the gitter will be greatly aided in procuring lile-1ike and artistic pictwres by carry-
ing oul the lollowing rules”

Lst — As to Dress. The ordinory dark-eoloured dress of gentlemen may be worn .. dark
shades thrvow the face into greater reliel . As to ladies’ dvess L be perfectly nat-
ural and do not add unnecessary appendages which you are not in the habit of
wearing at home, As to colour. Pink and light blue should be avoided, or very
sparingly nsed, tor the reasan that they come out light. Yelow, Drown, rod, and
green take the darkest. Steipes, spots and checks de not take well or ook well.
Heavy black silks phatograph excellently, and glossy materials are not z0 suitable
ax those of a dull surfaee. A little lage work is o relief and is strongly recomumencd-
ed.

Znil — As Lo Lhe Flair, The present prevailing fashion of dressing ladies hair is far from
being adapted to every form of Face, and it would be well to dress the hair in the
roost switable style to suit the Features, vegardless of lashion, especially as ladies’
fashiong so rapidly atter. Should this not be deemead advisable, we suggest Lhe
wearing af g tasteful hat or bonnet as being more tikely to produce good results
... Pomenades shouldd be spavingly oscd, both by ladios and gentlemen, only just
sufficient to prevent actual roughness, B the hair is Loo glossy it photographs
white, and thus gives an unnatural appearance,

Srd — As to Time, . As asrule the best times ol day to visit the studio in the summes
months are from nime in the morning to six o'clock in the evening, and in the win-
ter months from ten to theee, The best Lime for children is from ten to three in
the summer, and rom eleven to two in Lhe winter

Ath - How to Sl . Do nol visit the stadio when you are in achwery, or worried, or foul
of sorls’; and afler vou are placed in posttion by the operator, do aat strain the
eyes to an uannatural extent - allow them to wink in the pirdinary maoner

5l — How e Dress Children. For young children a light dress is preferable and more
artiztic owing to the short time required for sitting. D not bring any toys with
them if possible, but simply leave it Lo the operaler to secure the neecssary atlen-
tient. Not more than one person shonld be with the child at the time of sittiog, the
nurse or mother being usually considered the best,

6th - As Lo 2 Family Group. Some time previous to visiting the studio, Lrain your ehil-
dren to sit steadily, and embrace every favouwrable opportunity of poinling out to
thiem the need of sitting or standing pevlectly still, In other words *drill them’ for
the operation, and by this means you may secure an excelient pictire, and soave
much of vour own and the artist’s time.
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A LASTING REPUTATION
Adrian Reed

The South African War excited strong patriotic emations in Devon where the cam-
paigns were followed with close interest. The County Regiment earned greal distine-
tion while two of the leading figures in the first year of the conflict were members of
well known local families, Colonel Kekewich from Peamore near Exeter was shut up in
Kimberley with Cecil Rhodes, a position, as one historian put it, like that of a
Lilliputian forced to sit on the head of pinioned Gulliver. tlis ovdeal was a much shorter
one lhan that of the garrison of Ladysmith who had to wait until the end of FFebruary
1900 before the other Devon Commander, Sir Redvers Buller from Downes outside
Craditon, finally velieved them. The way he handled his forces provoked much eriticism
and his name became synonymous with uninspired generalship. His own career ended
in disgrace after he stated publicly that at one point in the eampaign he had given the
general commanding in Ladysmith diseretion to surrender. Bul he was a Devon hero
and his fellow Devonians paid for an equestrian statue of him opposite Bury Meadow
in Exeter ingeribed with the words: ‘He saved Natal’.

While Buller campaigned in comfort he was also concerned for the welfare of his men
with whom he seems to have been very popular. Long after the Boer War had ended,
the much bloedier Great War passed ittto history and when the even more terrible War
of 1939 was only a few months away Buller's memory was still held in high regard in
some Devon fams and villages, One day two ladies on an afternpon’s drive stopped at a
farm house and on being assured by the farmer’s wife that she ‘did teas” were shown
into her parlour, Over the mantlepiece hung & portrail of Sir Redvers. One of the ladies
noticed it and made some uncomplimenlary remarks which were heard by the farmer’s
wife as she broughl in Lhe Lea. She banged the tray down on the table and with o
‘Nobody speaks #E of the General in this house’ showed them the door. There may have
been a Louch of feudal loyalty heve but it would be surprising if any commander to-day,
however successful, would get such a tribute thirty years after his death.

PRINCETOWN HISTORY CLUB fortheoming meelings include:

3 May 7.20pm Princetown Primary School, Jenny Sanders en Dartmoor longhouses; 7
June 7pm, meet Postbridge car park, Postbridge history walk with Rob Stemson; &
July Tpm meet Princetown car park, Crownhill Water Treatment works; and 2 Auguast
Tpm, meet Princetown car park, Bucklastleigh caves with Wilf Joint. Non-members
weleome, 50p.

AN EARLY CRICKETING CONTEST:
EXETER V SIDMOUTH

lan Maxted

On Saturday 7 August 1824 the Lxeter Cricket Club travelled to Sidmouth, The
voastal town was clearly enthusiastic aboul the game, having its own cricket field
which had formed the subject of a lithograph by Henry Haseler, published by John
Wallis, the owner of the local cireulating Hibrary, in Four views of Sidmouth, Devonshire
in 1822, On this oceaston however the mateh took place on the Saleombe Race Course.
Exeter went into bat first and made 39 runs, Sidmouth responding with a fivst snnings
total of 43, Exeter did better in the second hmings, scoring a total of 55 and an away
win looked in sight. However they reckoned without a splendid final innings by
Sidmouth of 58 with seven wickets still to fadl.

The Exefer Fiving Post of 12 August veported that There was an elegant cold colla-
tion prepared by the Sidmouth Gentlemen, and the day was passed with spivit and con-
viviality'. To what extent Exeter sharved in the conviviality is uncevtain, Clearly they
were all out for revenge in the return match and met at three o'clock precisely on Lthe
{lollowing Thursday to practise.

The return match took place on Monday 16 August 1824 at Quicke’s Cricket Ground
on Haven Banks, close to the site of today’s Exeler Maribime Museum. The wickets
were pitched at half past len and play commenced at eleven. Sidmouth went inlo bat
first and started well, scoring 76 runs, Exeter managed to exceed even this tolal with a
magnificent first innings of 88 runs. Sidmouth’s second innings of 75 brought their
total to 151, well within reach of Excter, But the afternoon witnessed a shameful cob-
lapse on the part of Exeter, and the home side were dismissed for o mere 55 runs, los-
ing the malch by eight runs and the series by two matehes to nil

According te Robert Newton in Eighteenth century Exeter (p.1L1), evicket had been
playved in the city for some years. In 1808 ‘an elegant entertainment with dancing to
the band of the Light Dragoons accompanied a mateh near 85t David's Charch. BExeter
had little cause to dance in 1824, the historie city having been Lrounced by a small
upstart constal resort.

O6LD PEYMOUPH SOCIETY meetings include, on Friday 17 June, 7.30pm, at the
Athenaeum, Derry’s Cross, Plymouth: ‘300 years devotion to duty at Devonport
Dockyard’ by Mr Andy Endacott (Naval author). Non-members weleome L1



REVIEWS

(Readers nve advised that opinjons expressed by reviewers are their own, and not nee-
essivily Lhose of the Editor or of the Devon History Sociely as a whole)

Manorial Hecords, by Denis Stuart. Fhilliomore, 1992, £12.95. ISBN 0 850373 821 2,

Loval and family historians are of course cager Lo investigate all possible leeal sourees
of vecords likely Lo vield mutertal for their resemrches, and the recovds of the manorial
system of administration — court records, rentals, extents, aceounts and custumals -
survive in profusion feven i not in eontinuous sequence or universal distribution) over
a lomg period going back 1n adiew enses Lo Uie hale Lhirteenth century. But unfortunately
these elasses of record are not wzer-friendly: writien in high abbreviated Latin cven up
to the early eighteenth century twith the exception of the Conammonweadih period) using
highly techaical vocabulary with specialized set forms of tevminology, by clerks who
were nob writing with any intention of providing historical data for laler generabions
bul for their own purposes, so they are diffiewlt to intorpret. Thus guidance is much
needed, and has until now been gained only with difficulty mnd from o raage of refer-

etive hooks and glossavies,

However, help is at hand. Denis Stueet, rom a deep and Tonyg experience of the [keele
Umversity Latin and Palacography Summer School, which he founded and directed,
hns produced @ do-ie-vaursell manual to meed exactly these needs, with focsimilies for
practice. Fo be able to read & manugeript document H is necessary to vecognise the
characteristics, conventions and abbreviations of its seript and its context, content and
purpese. So il is essential Gest to stress an Important preliminary warning before mak-
ing oostort: the author assumes that the student has acbasie, even if impeclect, knowl-
silge of Latin, and some ability (o vead the older forms of handwriting in Bnglish {and
in practice, it may be added, even o Little expericnce of reading handwritings in Latin
as well). So, prepared by the study of vne of the palaeagraphy primers recommended in
the Introduction, and further armed by aceess Lo Eileen Gooder’s Latin for Loeal
History, the procedure to be recommendoed is Tor the wser to open this handbools at
Chapter I - the Manor Court Procedure — and, following Humpty Dumpty's advice, go
an (with dogged patience and perseveranest'ontit yon come 1o the ead and then stop’. I
anything is skipped, something of sinificince will have been missed, IF palience wud
conceniration hold out, a splendid yuide Lo the understonding of these documaonts will
hiave been absorbed.

The scheme of this handboek is to make a graduated combination of explanatians of
Lhe nuture of the different types of manorial record Owhich are deseribed i very ude-
quate though condensed simple outliner with extremely valuable discussions of their
vocabulary, standurd formubae and conventions, applied to exeveises in revughising,
translatiog aod interpreting them; all of which leads up fo transeription and transla-
tion of facaimile specinens, about thivty plades of which are provided. Most of thoese
plates arve supphiod with hriel palacographieal, grammatical or other explanatirvy notes,
and there 15 additional Telp with palaeogeaphical dillicallies i an appendix. Great
stress is Taid upon Latin Gramma {one note with the command ‘don’t fail to extend
teretr” as the nominative complement of @ copulative verb is o Grifle unnerving, bul
never fear, il is not typicall) There iz an appendix of tables of dedensions and conjuga-

£y

Lions for ready reference ns requived, Full *Answers’ arve provided for all the exercises
translations and franseriptions, there is o handy sclect dictionary, and even a shorl
index. All is presented with meticulous carve: although some printers’ evrovs have been
nated, they ave for the most park of negligible significance and not sertously misleid-
g,

The range of facsimiies provided Tor practics is on the whole well chosen. These
plales appear with one exeeption to have been photographed from photocapies, and the
stark black/while contrast which results lends in some enses W opraduce o dagsling
effect which makes a harvier lo veading, and by obliterating pradations of inde density
and indications of pan movement restriels palacographical judgments. Far this reason,
example L0 is the loast safisfaclory, on aceount of the way in which the very haesl con-
trast ab tiny seript exasperates the eye In a passage which i imdamentally Loo closely
abbreviaded to be read satisfactorily in Facsimile.

This manual provides an authoritative guide Lo the study of manorial reeords aued
savious Kinds and frony vactous periods in a clear aad positive manner, and {ills a fioly
want with distinetion. Denis Shieart heads his keys (o the exervises anid his transeripts
and transiations with the conlident tille of Answoers, and so wide is his knowledpe and
experience that this can in general be accepled wholehemrtedly, But withoud any under-
utining ol this confidence, it san be sugpested that *Answers’ is toe unassaitable a word.
‘Bolutions” might be better, since there s somelimes raom for alternative suggestions,
The transeriptions of names provide cecasional examples - to quote just one, may not
perhaps Johannes le Glovere be o more likely reading than “Johannes le Clericus’
ikixample Ze, p.1#? The inherent problems of mterpretation are illustrated by Example
A0, a thirteenth century custumal desevibed as heing 'us hard as you are likely Lo meet’.
This is a difficult passage, and while nol necessarily disputing the veadings provided in
the transeript, it is yel possible Lo suppeest extinsions for o tew of the abbreviations
wliieh make as much or bettor sense; to identily one of these is frresistible, since it is
the subiject of & special note: wbiciongue can be olfered as a better anlution than
quacmgue i both sense and lotter form, Bul this is of course a smul) point though an
impartant principle, and does nothing to detract feom the high praise duae to this mast
valuable aid Lo sludy,

Audrev Brsking

The Jews of Sm;t.h-W(!st England, by Bernavd Susser. University of Bxeter Press,
1933, xxi + 361 pp. L3 ISBN 854954 366 8,

Derived rom a University of Exeter Ph.D. thests, this substantial study records and
celebrates the presciwee ol Jews in Lhe southwest ffrom ancient times’, when some may
have accompanicd Phoeician voyages o tin, Trading Huks under the Romans with
eastern Meditinranean towns with Jews b Lhetr papalations are also suggestoed.
Maybe. But certainly there was a thriving Jewish community in Exeler during the
earty Middle Ages, Luking part in and enhancing the ceonomie life of the cty. It was
dispersed o 1290 with the general expulsion of Jews by an ungratetul Eoglish erown,
which had benefilied from their skills as supplices of eapital. Canbiscation, stilfened
with religious and racial antmosities, had beconte ton sbrong o temptation. Centuries
pussed. Odd individuals eame and went. Then in 1656 under Oliver Cromwell Jows
weve quietly adlowed back in what turned out Lo be one of the {iow obvious permanent

.')-;
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consequences of the Interregnum. By the middle of the following century thore wus an
established congregalion again in Kxcler, worshipping in a bijon synagogue tucked
away behind Mary Avches, Belore long there were thrve more - in Plymouth, Penzance
and Falmouth, What has happened to them siner ix traced with loving care and detail
of persons, places and things by Dr Susser, Overall the story is one ol a vise and deeline
offected by changing cconomic eircumstances, immigeation and emigralion, and the
cultaral and religious attitudes wd projudices of Jews themselves and of the gentiles
they lived among. In the early nincteenth century Lthere were probably newvly a thou-
sandd jewizh souls’ in the soulhwesl, bhut by the 18804 loss than a thivd of that number,
with only intermittent religious services shserved in Exeter and Torguay and even
lewer in Plymoath,

This could have been a totally depressing story, but as told heve it has become a
heartening one of human endeavour, initialive, talen, resilience and achievement,
andl, as g0 often with Jews, beyond what might be expecled af their actual numbers.
They are shewn in all sorts of activity - ag shopkeepers, watehimakers, opticians, sil-
versmiths, language teachers, pedlars, financiers, glaziers, lacemankers, Among those
wilh o wider impact was Sydney Mendelssohn (h, 13607, who produced the first sub-
stantial bibliography of Afvicany, and Alexander Alexander (1805-871 inventor of *a
ventilated eyeshade’ fur the earl of Caerniwevan. The 1851 census reports o Jewish
policeman. Generally these incomers enrned a reputation for honesty and industry, it
tor some of thern nol much else, A few grew wealthy while most remained pose and
obscute, leaving tew records and material legacies. Evidence of the betler-oll caring for
their indigent and distressed jewish neighbowres is abundant and, along with the burial
grounds in Exeter and Plymouth and elsewheore, lestifies o the porsistence of a gen-
wine community apirit and indeed, the development of an organisation, Dr Susser
shews the somewhat oligarchic nuture of the consiitutions ol the congregations,
remavking appositely that they were not nnlike the closed municipal corporations of
nincteenth-eentury England, The awthority of the chief rabbi in Londan was recog-
nised, bud jewish e was {and still is lived in the home as much as in the synaprogue
and in the tast resort it was the chaice of individuals whether they maintained “the
ancient jewish way within the broader yegional community.

The final and most absovhing chapter considlers Lthe aceulturation and assimilation of
Lhe Jews in the southwest, Two centuries of attenuating distineliveness in dress,
speech and munners generally, of conversion and termarriage, and of & widening of
ceonomic and socizd hortzong, have meant that Jews hore have become, though by no
means atl of them. indistinguishable from their felliswecitizens, Where they ave nol, it s
in ways which e warn genuinely as a badge of honour, The dwindling of congrega-
tiong in both counties zounds a plangent etegaic note. Bal jewishness remains a thread
in the tapestry of Jie in this reglon and Dr Sussoris to be congratuliated un reminding
Lhose of us who are not Jews, and thoese wha are. of that very aceeplable fact,

foan Bonts
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Ne epilogue to the sagu rev. od, AB. Rowland. 1992, Available from A B, Rowland,
35 Elm Grove, Dawlish, Deven EXT 00D, Price £3.95 + 50p postage.

The author of this boeklrt is well yualified to write un the subjecl of the hospitals of
Starcross and Langdon, being himself a trained nurse and tukor and having speciadised
it the care of those with learning disability. His work should be of interest to both the
geneval and the apecialist reader. Mr Rowland outlines the growth of carc for those
with mentul handicaps, starting at the end ol the vighleenth century in France and
later in America. We learn of the growth of ‘asylums’ in England fram the mid-nine-
teenth contary and of the eventual foundation of Stareross s the West Country Tdiots
Asylum in 1864, Housed in two cottages it was al thal time supooricd hy valuntaey
conlributions and was inlended lor the reception of those mentully handicapped who
appear likely by caveful treatment to be capable of menial improvement'. Early prob-
lews in the institution incladed both stadling and finance — this has a faniliar ving.

Mr Bowland gives much fhetunl detail, supplemented by iHustrations and by hpures
taken from the records of the growth ol the work al Starcross, including Lhe expansion
of the buildings and the programme of practical worltraining for the inmates, many of
them children from Devon and other south west counties, and the opening in the 19304
of the Langdon Colony, He elucidates the changing relationships between the institu-
tions and both contral and local government and continues the story until the final clo-
sure of Starcross fr LOSG and the partial dosare of Langdon,

To the general reader the main point of interest will probably be Ue chauges in agti-
tude to those with mentil handicap: thus somelimes education and Leaining were
regarded as priovities, sometimes geneval care and asylum and the medical aspicts of
learning disability. Tl is in fact heavtening to read of the devoted care given in chauging
cireumgtances over more Lhan o century un such a large scale ~ in 1948, when the
Institution was incorporated into the National Health Service, 2300 patients were in
its care. This booklet is of particular velevanee in these days of pressure on the
Naotwnal Health Service and on the Social Services. Mr Rowland has given a clear sum-
mary of the past, which as he says should be remembored with 'dignity not sadness’,
and he looks furward eptimistically to the progress of the care of those with learning
isability into the next century, using some of the experiences of the past with newer
insights,

Muargaret Webstor,

Ais for Appledore, by Alison Grant. Published hy North Devon Museum Trust, 1983,
G8pp line iHustrations, paperback. £2.50, 15BN 0 9504018 5 4

Histories of Bemer elementary schools are quite thin on the ground, often rely over-
much on extracts from nineleenth century loghonks weitten by leachers on their best
behaviour, und ravely set them in a context of ocal o national pveats. The schools tend
Lo be Lreated as something apart from the towns or villages they served, while the
adults and children remain in the shadows.

This s not true of Alison Graat’s A is for Appledore, The first chapter neatly sketehes
the history of Appledore and the oceupation of its inhabitants and provides maps for
strangers to grasp the essential features of its geography. Surviving snippets about
educational provision in the past by philunthropists and fee-chavging pedagogues ure

Lo
o



brought together before altention is focused on the foendation of the Chureh of
England National School in 1836 and of the Weslevan Moethodist Schoal in 1861, The
Fatter becomes a Council school in 1805, has new buildings in 1909, and goes from
strenglh to strength, Al the chifdren over the age of eleven are seat Lhere in 1933 and
when thebr successors start going bo Bideflord lor seeondary schooling in E4948, the one-
time Weslevan school becomes the Appledore County Primary Sehwnl, Meanwhile the
church schoel has shrunk Lo a simple infant schonl and is finally closed for over in
1969,

What sets this apart from other acommits is the use of sources other than the log.

books, such as the 1851 consus of Appledore and contemporary newspaper reports of

later events, plenty of straight information about what the children did. and enough
details — perhaps from tamily sowrees? - to breathe fresh life into teachers such as Miss
Fanny Parkhouse and 8.V, Fovd. the 34 Luke's College man who became head of the
Chureh and Council sehonls i tura, or ILMLE Henry Codd. Deseription of people and
events are lively theaughout.

Additional enlivenment is pravided by the illustrations, drawn by modern pupils at
Appledore County Pramary. who one suspects have learned a lot through their involve-
ment in the production of the hoak, Whether it was wise to gsee them as its typical read-
ers. oo, s doubtful, The glossary of 'difficult’ Victorian, or current, words seoms inap-
propriate, especially when o "sie” or a concept like the maritime hub of North Devon’ is
Lreatled as sell-explanatory. Nor, I ameonvinced, do children, any more than adults,
need an abundnnce of nudping exclamation marks Lo hold their attention when the
story itself i a good one, A single intraductory explanation of the value of pre-decimat
currency and pre-metric incasurements is alse surely preferable to jarving ‘transla-
tions’ in brackets each time they ocenr, But such things will nol lessen the enjoyinent
and interest of those who know Applodore, nor of many others with a more general
curinsity nhbout schooling and the setting in which it has taken place.

All proceeds are Lo go towards the North Devan Musewm Trust’s Vietarian
Schoolroom Project. Dr Grant’s boole will clearvly play on lwporctant part in drawing
altention Lo the Project and generating nancial support.

fan Stovle

The Story of Thurlestone, Bantham and West Buckland by Kendall MeDanald,
itald with the help of old photographs) [Priv. pr. 1993, €885, Avaitable rom Mr
Keadall MeDonald, Cradles Cottage, Thurlestone, Kingslridge TOQ7 3NE.

Thix bool, a well-praduced short history, is cleavly a ‘labour of Jove’ put Logether by a
small community of neighbours, The publisher is Neit Givling, the landlord of the
“Sloap’ publie-house; the pictures were gsearched for and found by Peler Hhurrell, a local
builder and the text is the work of Mr Kendatl MeDonatd, o retired journalist and long-
time wember of Lthe Society. A chronology at the heginning (and end) shows that the
districl hag a recorded histovy dating back nearty 2 thousand vears. The text, which
accompanies each of the iany picturves awpliftes the ‘one-line’ information. The pho-
tographs cover all aspects of village life in this pact of the South Hams. Clearly some
Thurlestone-born people have opened Buaaily albums: one of a ‘dancing bear’ is a rarely-
recorded sight anvwhere and perhaps is unique when it has been ‘snapped’ in a Devon
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village street. Others show activities longesinee yone, Particudarly entertaining is one
ol John Thomas Jellery, the local haivdresser at West Buekland trimming his uus-
tomer's hair with sheep shears, Payment was in both eaxh aud kind, Lwapedee and two
pints of rough cidev. It is hoped that the last line on the last page s nob a teue ‘sign ol
the times’ in the county; it reads: ‘1992, Poll tax shows population as 930, Darish has
610 properties of wlich 141 are sccond hores”. A few of the illustralions are not of the
standard usually lound in books of this nature, This is obviously not the Tl of cither
printer ar compiler; it must have been felt that the subject matler made them werthy
of inelusion. Any profiits from the publication will be passed to Thurlestone Parish.

Jodrn Pile

The Stanley E. Thomas Collection of Pewter in the Museum of North Devon,
Barnstaple with an account of the Pewterers of Barnstaple by Runald . Homer,
The Pewter Soctety 1992, 40pp/38 llustralions.

Stantey Thomas died i 1974 and bequeathed his pewter collection to the North Devon
Athenacum. [L now forms ene of the centre-piece displays in the Museum of North
Duevon., De Homer's Intest publication will ensuee that, Staanley Thomas' fegacy is more
widely known and appreciated us not all of the collection of LO8 pleces {s on public dis-
play,

For many years members of the Pewter Socicty have been aclive in ensuring that
important collections like this receive the recognition and publicily Lhey deserve.
Devon is also blessed with twe cven larger powter colleetions at Arlington Court and
Tatre Abbey Musem, although neither ix so closely focussed on pewter made in a specif
ic region.

The Stantey Thomas Callection shuws the single-mtinded determination and passion
of a prowd Devonian, This unigue reference colloetion of Devan and westeountry made
pewter includes forty pleces Known to vome from Deven: all dating from the eighteenth
century or earlier. Particudar atiention is given o Bormstaples pewterers with cighteen
examples of their products including picees made by the fest o caug of five) pewter-
ers who hecame muyors of Barnstaple,

Ronald Homer is a pasl president of The Pewter Soclety, ils journal editar, and
arehivigl to the Worshipful Compuany of Pewterers of London of whor he v o livery-
man. Fie has updaled the oviginal maventory of the collection and resesarch corried oul
by Stanley Thomas into Barnstaple pewlerers. This publication will inform both those
with a easual intercest and those who study pewler, of its makers and regional varia-
Lions s fovms and design. It is especially pleasing that by eareful planning it has
been passible for seventy of the pleces to be Hliustrated together with a number of mak-
ars’ marks. There is o brief background to ‘the poor mar’s silver” and the history of the
development of the pewlerer’s eradl in the westeountry. A list with dates of Barostaple
pewtarers expands existing information on this important centre in the westeounley
and hrings tagether itlustrations of all the known marks used by them, A guide to fur-
ther reading will help thase whe wish 1o gain greater knowledge about pewter, its mak-
ers and marks.

Fach piece in the eollection is adequately described by an taventory which groups the
westeountry pieces according Lo Lheir town of manufacturve. Unatiributed pieces and



other British pewter are dealt with last. The Devon picees include examples of the
work of twenty dillecent pewterers: one from Ashburton, eight rom Barnslaple, two
from Bicleford, for from Byeter and five [rom Tavistoek. There are thivty-five seven-
Leenth contury picees in the collection amongsl the oldest of which are an exceptional
group of Nigons with three attribulable to Barnstaple. These are of the type known as
‘heefealer’ [lagons so named for the resemblance of thelr lids to beefeaters’ hats and
date from ¢ 1670-75. One is by Jobn Webher senior and a matehing pair are probably
by Liis father, Jeffrey Webber. A Charles I peciod hun-lid flagon by an unidentified
aker U8 may also be of Barnstaple origin. Another ‘becefeater’ (No 833 of ¢ 1675 has
not vet been atbributed bat maay be by a Bomerset pewterer: Augustine Jefferies of
Wells. The largest pleces in the collection are o pair of 22 172 in diameter chargers by
Rubert Clothyer of Chard which date from ¢ 1880-1700.

Twenty-nine pieces date from the fivst half of the eighleenth conlury including tha
only known example of a tankard which can he definitely attributed to & maker from
further west than Bristol. This is o quart eapacity dome-lid by Humphrey Evans of
Exeter dating from ¢ 1730, Fifteen pieces date from the secend half of the vighteenth
contury including twa plates by Nicholas Shephard who was the last but one pewterer
mayor of Barnstaple in 17795, Ao unusual baluster shaped lidded wine measure (No 54
has not been allribuled (o the westeountry although it is almost certainty by ERdmund
Mills of Exeter who was mentianed in 1772 and dead by 1784,

OFf the remaining Lwenty-nine piaces of nineteenth century erigin none can he
altributed Lo Lhe westeountry abthough there is a good matehing sot of five cider mea-
sures which are commonly desevibed as *West Countey’ and more usually found made of
copper.

This publication sponsered by The Pewter Society has been well written and pro-
duced and it is hoped that in due course Dr Homer will turn his attention to writing
equally informative catalogues of other westcountry pewter entlections.

Carl Richetts

Old Withevidge, hygone days in a Devon village, compiled by John Usmur, aud
Peler and Ireds Taut, Devon Books, 1988, 96pp. Many photographs, ISBN 0 86114 821
5o~ 500

Atthough published over live years ago this fascinating book has only now come tor
review. The delay is, however, of little consequence, since the material it contains will
be of timeless vatue. The fine collection af old phatographs form the predominating fea-
ture of the hook, with the toxt oceupying o minerity of space but providing ample back-
ground information and identilication. Witheridge is a somewhat remotely-sitnated vil-
lage, lving between Tiverton and South Molton, and many people — even Devanians —
may not know it, except perhaps as a place to pass thvough in the days before the
North Devon Link Road. It does, hewever, have a history and, we are Wold, by 1550 had
hecorne a Bovough, with market, fair and Court of the Duchy of Lancaster, Gver the
past eentiry and a halt Witheridge's population has declined, with the scene remaining
predominanily agricultural and residential.

Conrentrating mainly an the period from 1880-1950, the photographs and memaries
have been lent by, and gathered from very many local people, and cover a whuole range
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of activities, from church and village layout, o shaps, trades, Leansport, quarrying,
tarming, schoal and spore. People, of couvse, lealure en vivtually oach puge. As with
almost overy town and village pictorial history theve aoe delightful pictures of ‘charg’
parties ghout to sol off on annual outings, showing how quick prafessional phatogra-
phers of Lhe tiine were to realise the spleadid opportunity such grovpiogs alforded, duc
to advantageous placing of the seated rows of passengers which allowed i elear well lit
viewing of every face - and, undoubtedly, the farge number of orders or idividual
copies of the picture which would follow, to serve as a reminder ol o happy day. One of
the Taler groups is of the Witheridge Plaloan of the Home Guard Ltaken in 1843, which
comprises 34 sty Lurned-oul officers and men.

Heden Hearres

Honiton an 01d Devon market town hy M. Fdmunds, wiih illustrations by Marignne
Barton. Westcountry Books, 1993, 7T6pp, sufthack B4 95, ISBN | 898 386 01 3.

Every market town should have its history rendily available in hook form, Move partic-
wlaely should that precept be followed in Deven where we lack the authoritative foun-
datian of the Vietoria County History save in a single preliminary out of date volume,
This little book does not claim to be a definitive history bul rather a guaide for visitors
and residents alike to link the present with the past, On that basis it s welcome and
timely s it i forty-five years since Captain JRW Coxhead’s Honfton and te Vade of the
Cter wis puiblished and ten years sinee the publieation posthumously of his Hondton -
A History of the Manor and the Borowgh. Bolh are now out of print.

Lucn] historians may lament the absence of any notes of bibliography vven on the
meagre scale of A, Farqubwieson's The History of Honiton, 1868, or ol an index a5
appeared in both ol Coxheads baoks ar u list of authorities which graced his posthu-
mousg boole. They will neverthebess find the writing vefreshing. as ene wruld expect
from a jownalisl of Lhe calibre af darjorie Edmunds. and mayhe an idea o two for
their own personal line of resemch.

Folin flayvelon

Dartmoor Atlas of Antigquities: Vol 4 — The South Gast by Jeremy Butler Devon
Booka, 1993, 252 pp, numerous {igures and plates. L1295 [SEN O 86101 881 9.

The fourth valume of Jovemy Butler’s ambitious Dartmoor work suceeeds volumes 1,
The Enst (19917 and 2, The North (1991, but las overtaken Voluma: 13, yor to appear.
Mr Butler publishes in these volumes plans ot Lhe moor based largely om transeriptions
of archoeslopical Teatures Irom his own aerial pholographs, @ selection of which ave
alse published, gecompanted by a commentary deseribing the archaeological lealures,
This volume covers Lhe area between Princetown, Shipley Bridge and Ivybridue.
including stch pleasures as Riders” Rings and Whiteworks Mine,

Not only is the view brom the air an atlractive woy to shserve the archacology of an
area such as Dartmoor, but it can also help the visitor to malke sense of its archacolog-
ieal wealth, whose sheer profusion van bewilder the Lecrestrial observer This very wel-
came publication venders information devived from acrial photographs of Dartmoor far
mare available and understandable to the visitar than has vet been the case, as the




transeription by the Royal Commission on Historic Monuments in TO54-46 has not yel
achieved publication. The absence of an accounl ol the methodology of transeription
and of the dates of photography are, however, 1o be regretled. The small size of the
books, (17 x 24em) makes for high portability in the field, buf veduces the available
plan size. The user is not helped by the variable published seales: cloven maps use no
fewer than ten dilferent scales, which may confuse the unwary

The maps themselves ave augmenied by numerous karge seate site plans, also said to
be plotted from APs (although Volume 1 indicates that this was supplemented with
ground survey, which certainly scems advisable), Perhaps inevilably some detail is
overlooked, as comparison of Butler’s Fig 56.8 — Corringdon stone rows — with Lhe
plaus published by Robinson o ol (L9907 will illustrate.® Nevertheless, these plans arve
again far move duetailed than any that have been veadily available to the general reader
or walker in Lhe past, aond Butler’s baok provides an exiremely convenient starting
point for the independent visitors explorations, His evident commitment 1o all periods
of Dartmoor’s archaeology is a particularly aturactive feature of the series. The phao-
tographs are in general excellent illusiraiions of their subjects, and ave admirably
clear, though some have printed rather dark. [ s a pity that more are not published
here, They will certminly serve to invite e reader Bo get ont to explore Lthe further
reaches of Dartmoor.

The specialist Dartmuor seholar may have reservations about some of the commaen-
Lary, which refers to bul does not always appear to apprecate the significance of recent,
archaeolupical work — most nutably perhaps the implications Tor the 2od wiltenium [C
settlemenl patlecn of the excavated timber predecessors of stone steuctura, However
overall these hooks vepresent 2 most attraclive introduction Lo entice and guide the
Dartmaor visitor, and they will cevtainly serve Lo stimulate further and closey cxarmimae-
tion of these landscapes, And all this is at a very reasonable price, Me Buller has put a
tremondous wmount of work inte these books, and his enthusiasm {for Dartmoor's
archaeology shines through througheut.

' FM. CGriffith

Robinzon, [, Grittiths, D. & Cosford. J.: The Corvingdon Multiple Slone Rows: A Re-
survey’ Proc Devon Archaeol Soc 48, (196900, 179-5,

Tavistock's Yesterdays, Episodes from her history, 9, by G Woodeock. Published
by the anthor, 1993 88pp. Numerous ilustrations. £3.05.

The ninth book in Gerry Woodeocelk's established wnd wiaeh appreciated series, in which
he recounts aspects of Tavistorks history, has duly appeaved, and as usual provides
both enlightening and entertaining reading, Although documentary references are not

piven, the extent and depth of the authm's research is evident from the wide range of

subjects covered. These inchude - in sixteen chapters - matters assocjated with
Tavistoel’s bygone Benedictine Abbey ione hoing that af the lirst printing press in the
wesl of England, which it contained), an aceount. of the development of loeal govern-
mend in the town, prisoners of war, a savage Lrmbouse murdec of 1513, establishment
of the town's gas supply from 1831, palernity cases in carly Victarian Tavistock, and
many ather studies relevant to the town and its people. The hook ix reasonably priced
for its quadity and size, although it must e said that, of its numbered pages, five are
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tolally hiank and eleven more than hall so.

To view of the wealth ol inlormation now contained over the volumes of the sevies
perhaps My Woodeock would celebrate next vear's hoped-Tor tenth issue by providing a
comprehensive index of subjects covered, as an aid to guick convenimt recoumse.

Helew Hareis

Tin dMines and Miners of Dartimeor: a photographic record, by Tom Greoves.
Devon Buoks. Revised odition 1993, 86pp. [SBN 0 86111 766 9. £6.95.

This new issue of Tom Greeves” book is Hitle changed fram the cartier (1986) edition,
exeept oy minor amendments and updating and some alteration to the [ntroduection,
and the fack that the coloar of the caver is now green instead of brown ot its cost £2
wmore than previousaly, For its price, howaever, the bools s extrenaely good value. The
many assiduously-collectod ol plistographs ave the same as bafore, fully supported by
informative captions and text. Combined lopether these enable the reader to grasp, in
1 mosat enjoyable read, the systems emploved o Dartaaor tin mining during Lhe tine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries. Alse spocifically rovealed is Dr Greeves” deep
interest in. and affinity with the people who woere invalved i the past industry, many
of whom — or their descendants - have co-operited in providing faets and accounts of
expertenees, For some yvears Dartrmnor Naotional Park archaeologizt, alter working for a
time in Londom Tom Greeves has retirned Lo bis home eounty to dive at Tavistock. He
i currently chaivman of the Dartmon Pinworking Research Group, torned in 19491,

Fieden ez

Drake, a poetic Biography, by Anne Bora, illustrated by Diane Tavior Westwords
Publications, 24pp. £3.95.

The author has baken some of the important incidents in Drake’s career and deseribed
thew wn differing verse farms. Since the historieal poem has found few practitioners in
recenl yeurs this volume vepresenls an encowraging revival of this genre. Devon's past
offers a wide scope for both dramatic and veflective interprotations and it is to be hoped
that ether poels will follow Anne Born's example.

Adrian Reed

The Dartmoor Newsletter 16, ed. Paul Rendell, The Obd Dactmonr Campany, 993,
28pp.

Now procluced in AS print with uscful card cover. this latest in Paul Rendells series
demonstrates Lhe steady progress to improved yuulity that this production has
achieved. Pleasant o handle and to read, the booklet js Billed with informative and
sumelimes humorous items of news concerning Dartmoor, from lListorical to curvent
matters, interspersed with lively iHustrations, Reading it will enable une to keep ap to
date on a variety of events concerning the moor. The Darfnroor Newstetier, published
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The group is planning to establish a collection of archives, ineluding bouks relevant
to the arca, It is also seeking the co-operation of eldevly peuple who have a knowledye
ol the parish in the past. In this connection Mrs Koevhone would be delighted to hear
framm uny reader of The Depon Historign who may have carly memuries of Lifton but is
now living elsewhere.

WWYBRINGE & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY

The society's Honorary Secrelarvy, Mes D, Gihbs o6 Plover Rise, Ivybridge, PL21 9DA,
Tel. DTHL B98I says that although there are over forty members, attendances al
mectings ave generally at lower tevel. This is probably due to the many compleling
interests in the locality. which has grown from an industrial vilage (with a long-estal-
lished and still active paper wmillk to hetog o dormitory lown for Plymouth, But the zoci-
oty is by no means inactive. Plans are afool tor an exhibition this yvear to mark the fifti-
eth anniversary of the D-Day landings, and the sociely also has a libravy of local phoe-
tographs, '

A very useful function. 1 line with the National Curvicubum emphasis on local histo-
ry, is provided by Lwo ol the svciely's memnbers who go inio the school and assist in Lhe
suhject. Matters covered so far hove related to Lthe Vietovian period and World War 2.
They have also heen invited to the loeal Commonity College, to help with after-school
extended history studies, in conjunction with Plymouth Museum. This has incluced an
imaginative project in portraving Vietorian costume, These kinds of activitios are
undoubtedly of much value in promoting knowledge of and a heped-lor intevest in local
history in the future.

YFRINVERTON & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Moembers of the socioty are pressing on with recording memorial inseriptions on tomb-
slones in churchyarvds of the parishes within its area. Those at Sheepstor,
Walldhiunpton and Buckland Monachorum have already been covered, wirk ot
Samplord Spiney and Meavy is in progress, The lists, which are being stored on com-
puler. will provide a useltel vesoures for finmily reseavchers. Also, when complele, they

are o be published as a further edition to add to the society’s established sertes of

worlis.

THE DARTMOOR TINWORKING RESEARCH GROUP

A third season of excavation was successiully cavried out at Upper Merrivale tin mill in
September by a team of volunteers under the divection ol Dr Tom Creeves, Worlo was
comeentrated on the lower stamping ondb A lale phase of activity was demonstrated in
which large boulders had apparvently been moved by Lhe tinners o reluchish earlier
structures.

Further work was done on the intevior of the upper mill, and alse on Lhe dressing
floor (where crushed LUn was concentrated), and on an actificial gollvy which may have
been a source of ore lor the site.

A further season of work is being plauned fr 1994,
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To all local societies: Please send news of your activities, interests. projucts, lines of
study, informaution being sought, ete., to the Flon, Editor, Helen Harris. for inchusion in
The Dopon Hlistorian.

THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY

Proceedings at the Annual General Meeting, 1993

At ite Annnal General Meeting oo 16 Octaber D Basil Greenhill, the former Divector of
the National Maritime Muscum, was eloctad President in succession to Professor [van
Roots. In his inaugural address Dr Greenhill refereed to the centres for the study of
maritime history now established at the Universities of Exeter and Bristol and offering
post-graduate academic gqualifications in the subject. While welcoming them he
stressed that it was aurealistie to xeparate the maritine side of a nation’s history from
tts political and economic. Nevertheless many aspects of British mavitime history
reguired further exploration and evaluntion. "The social position of the merchant sea-
men down to early in the present century, for example, was unclear Was he someone
limited hy his employment to living in one part of a port town, as seemed w have heen
the case at Appledore, or was he a readily oceepted mermber of his local community?

The morning speaker, Dr Michael Dully of Exeler University, traced Lhe history of
Devonport Dockyard from its foundation in 1893, A few decades later it had become the
mosl lechnically advanced and largest industrial undertaking in Europe and s0 in the
world. It was built to meet Lhe neuds of the sailing tleet for a base as far west as possi-
ble Lo enable it to cover the humneward trade and to watch the Atlantic bases of the
French Fleet. The combination of *Plymouth Dock’ for repairvs and Torbay as a flect
anchirage ablowed for a blockade of the French ports which would not otherwise have
heen possible. The coming ot ateam and the construction of the breakwater made il eas-
ier for ships to reach Lhe dockyard while the invasion scares of the 1860s Jed to the base
being protected frotl attack by sea or by land by a givdle of forts and batteriss, In both
World Wars Devonpovt played @ vital role in the protection of sea-borue trade.

Comtributed by Adrian Revd
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Minutes of the 24th Annual General Meeting

held at the School of Edueation, University of Exeter, 16 October 19973

Present: In the Chiir, Prof. Hants, ¢, 35 members of the Society

Apaologies: Miss L. Smith, Lt Cal. G Grimshaw, Prof. N. Orme, Mr and Mrs A
Sedgwick, and Messrs, J. Bosanks, €. Gill, 1. Maxted and H. Pascoe.

Minutes
The minutes of the last AGM (printed in The Devan Histarian 46, April LD93), were
approved, and signed by the Chairman. There wore no matters arising.

Secretaries’ Reports .

Mrs Sheila Stirting reported that well-attended conferences had been held at
Instow, where D Alison Grant gave a tall on the history of the village, and I
John Travis spolee on Devon Sedside Resort<: and Dunkeswell, where Mr Peler
Wotlidel] spoke on Monastic Remains in Dovan, and Mr Bobin Staines gave an inter-
esling talk about whetstones,

Iref. dJoyee Youings had vopresented Lhe Soeciety at Lhe public enquiry concerning
Braunton Great Field, and it is understoad that the Inspector has aceepted the sub-
mission made by the Sovicty and similar organisations, that the historic Great
Field be excluded from developmant plans.

Letters expressing opposition to the possthle fragmentation of archives in the pro-
cess of local government re-organisation had been sent to M.Ps There would be
anather opportunily to press this point befbre January 1994,

Mrs Stivling expressed gratitude to Miss Lorna Swmith for campiling the Index to
The Devon Historign Nos. 31-45, which had heen circulated to all members. Copies
were available to non-members at £1.50. She pointed ot an unfortunale misprint
on Lhe cover, wheve the date 1978 should read 1985; iF requested, stickers condd he
printed to correct this.

Mrs Stirling veported that the Society's Council bad suggested thal next year’s
AGM might invalve local history secietics, as in 1992, The meeting expressed
approval of this idea.

Mrs Stirling thanked her fellow secretaries for their help over the vear,

Mr J. Pike, membership seevetary reported that details of new members, including
eight or nine local history socicties, had been printed and circulated on a supple-
mentary list,

Acting Hon. FTreasurer’s Report

Hefore this was read, the Chairmun pmd wribuate to Mr David Edmund, whose
deaih in May had been a sad loss to the Society, which he had served as a compe-
tent Treasurer, and in many othor ways over Lhe yeurs, He asked members to stand
in memory of a good {riend and & fine man. The mecting weleomed Professor
Youings's suggestion Lhat the Society should consider some lasting Leibule to David
Bdmund's mamaory,
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Mre Stirling then presented the nceounts, and reported that the tfinancial situation
rematned stahle, and there was no need Lo inorease subseriptions this year, She
axzked anyone paying by Standing Qvder who had nol alveady made out a new man-
date to Lhe Reserve Aceount Lo do se, as this aceount carvies ne charges.

T answer to o gueskion, Mes Stirling informed the meeting that Phe Deenon
Historian had a print run of 520, The Prestdent expressed the Society’s grotitude to
Mys Stirting for undertaking this extra work at short notice,

Editor's Report

Mrs Helen Harris thanked contributors to Nas, 46 and 47 of The Devon Hisfories,
adding that she was tetally dependent on peaple sending in enough copy. Thieve was
plenty of scope for articles, with every ehanee of publication provided they were
mainly concerned with Devon, and were not toe long, Mrs Harris also appealed for
short items of interest and reports from local socivtivs. She reminded conlributors
v reter to Lhe notes on house style, printed on page 2 of all recent issues. The doad-
line for contributions to The Devon Historian 48 was 30 November 19483,

Mrs Flarvis thanked Mrs Stirting for acting as reviews secretary, finding illustra-
tiong, and taking charge of posting.

The President thanked the edior lor her work in producing Lwi, more excellent
tasues of the Society's Jowrnal, and echoed her appeal for contributions,

Election of President 1994-96

The Council nominated De Basil Greenlidll, former Divector of the Nalional
Marithme Museuny, Chairman of the Groat fritain Trust, and co-oditor of T/he New:
Mearitime History of Devon. There were no ather naminations, and Dr Greenhill was
unznimonsty clected. Dr Greenhill responded, expressing appreciation of the hon-
aut, and his commitment to the Speicty’s aimes ad work,

Prolessome Y{:uings then thanked the outpgiing President, Professor Ivan Roots, (ov
his four years of able and taetful tenure of office. In reply Professor Hoots said he
had enjoyed his term of office and hoped to remain active in the Society.

Eleetion of Council 199394

My [5. Haydon, praposed by ¥res Stivting and seconded by Profeszor Youings, was
unatimously olected as Honovary Treasurer.

Other officors feee st inside front cover of The Devon Fistoriun ) were ve-elected, as
was My G, Tatham. after vetiving under the three-year rule,

Frogramme

It was annousnced thal day conlerences would be held at Teignmouth on 12 or 19
Mareh 1993, ond at Bideford on 2 or 9 July. The (ual dates would depend on avail-
ability of speakers and local venues, and would be cirewdated to members as usual,
Pratessor Youings asked members, particularly local history socteties, for sugges-
tious or futwre conferences,

Auy Other Business
Prutessor Youings drew members’ attention tn the books oncsale, including capies of
The New Maritime History of Devon.








