








SOME FUTURES FOR OUR LOCAL PASTS

fResume of a lecture given to the 22nd Annuad General Mecting o the
Deven listory Socicty)

Charles Phythian-Adams

All lncal listorians have to stavt from the premise that it i more appropriote for ns io
think nol of one imagined rationad gociely in this country, or cven simply ol one
‘Eaglish’ suctety, but a multitude of regional or loend societies all operating Su their men
iliosyneralic ways within an overall framework of nationallv-shared social conven-
Linis, ceonomic structurves, legisiative imperatives and so on.! Bven today, Boglish soci-
ety is not wholly homogenized - or not guite! All English regions, and the West
Cauulry move than most, 26l retaio something of their distinetive loea) identitios.

Thal said, it is also true that most of us working on local subjects tond Lo character-
ize such identitios by evoking them for periods other than our ven, The 10G-year rulbe
regirding aceess Lo past censuses in particular has too frequently encouraged loead
investigators to cut their stories shovt at any peint from 1891 huclowards - and there-
fore at a stage before alt of us were even born 2 The result? We have come o regard the
‘past’ as something 'lost” ynther than as something vonstantly ‘replaced’ and hence
uninterruptedly conneeted G ws? Thlus has arfzen whut might be calied a tacit local
historical fallacy: that the present exists in its owp vacuum.

Of course no one: has deliberately intended this to happen, vet siraply to think aboul
it is to see imnuediately how irrational i cuch e attitude and how subversive of the
idea (so importint b the vounpger peneration) that o koowledge of the past is only rele-
vant il it tells s something abeut vurselves 2o, Wo then must guard againgt the
assumption that, within unlyv o low vours of its eomplelion, the last contury of the see-
ond millenium after Christ 501 conlaing na watters of stgnificanee o Joeal historians
and, worse, that the anulysis of it which s yot to he untolded will merely be to do
with Lhe sorry degencration of regional idendity, For an the conlravy, in many respects
the twentielh century may be regarded as wnionnensely exeiting object of study not
only beeanse of the speed af cheenge within it bui also beenuse it secms Lo represent Lhe
fulfilbment of o of those widely-spaeed, climactic stapes of human history when soci-
eties are fandamentally re-arranged in residential e, Phe sequence includes such
steps s the cimergence of settled agriculeure as a product of the so-called ‘Nealithie
revolution’s the evolution of nucteated forms of residence in village and town, the begin-
ningzs ol which we are now associating with the end of the Dark Ages: and, of comrse,
the e recent aceeleration toswards a fully whbanised socivty over the tust 170 vears
or so, down to the present when the countryside ieself i ineensingly Ssub-urbanized’
even af considerable distance from the nearest eity. The opportanities fue stadving this
Latter tranxition in so raral i county as Devon surely pose tremundous possibiliGes.

What then are some of the problems that might uselully be ermbvunted? Thyee pie-
liminary themes inmedinlely suggest themselves though there nre minny sthers, let
we Lhen simply oudline some potnts that velate first, to the decdine ol the old order: see-
and, to the anplication of the new: and, third, to whal this might mean to the student
af prople in a local soctety.

The decling of the old order may be studied, of cowr=e, not only throwsh documents
fincluding parish magaziness but also through oral history and old photographs
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finciuding pieture post earvds). Here the potnis ol fogus will surely be the decline nol
nnty of traditionat farming but also, evenlually, of tarming altogether; not just then the
survival of the Frem-horvse, for example, bul even the survival of the farm itselfl In
Leicestershire, somo villages no fonger even contain working furms. Then there are all
those crucial aspects of rarad communty: the village shop fand its desappearancet; Uhe
village =chouls; the pubs; the ocal bobby; lel along the shrinkage ol organized redigion
as thal is expressed in amalgamated parishes and discontinued churches and chupels.
Which was Lhe ast local workhouse to cdose? What was the timing of such changes in
different. distriets? Were theve countorvailing faetors like the demoerstisation of crick-
el Lhe spread of village bally, and the influence of the Mothers' Union?

A seeond theme comprises the onsel of modernisation, much of it distinetly for the
good, One thinks firstly of housing need, the provision of vural eouneil honsing and
other new residential developments (that all need loeal mappingg. Aned bere the linlding
up of remote parts to modern services is so Important: waler, sewerage, gas, electricity:
at whal dates did these, and olher benefits flike cottage hospitalsy, avvive? Prabahly
surprisingly late. Above all, however, there is the impaet of new mades ol transpart:
from the coming of the bicyele, via the spread of rural bus-services tat the expense of
the cavriers) Lo the revolutionary expansion ol private car-owncrship (o development
that can also be studied through tracing the visual history af the domestic garagel
Fow rapidly did physical horizons expand?

Finally, we come 1o people. [n this case, the new posiion of women must be regarded
as fundamental not only becinsse of birth vontrol imethods (when did these reach remot-
er Devon?s and ever-widening opportunilivs for paid employment {especially during the
warss, but also berause of the new availabifity of domestic labour-saving devices from
water-tips sl cookers Lo refrigerators and vacuum eleaners, For both woemen and
men, bowever, case ol transport has inercasingly separated restdenve from place of
work, while bong-distance mobility everywhers has led to the addition to local sucieties
of new Bood from sutsicde, with all that hoth these Fwators may have meant {or the dis-
placement of the Lraditional Tacalhized inlluence of the older, nalive core families and
thoir kinship netsworks. Are, however such networks conceivably still in existence
(atheit enlarged by in-comer connectionst bol now elfectively invisible because, thanks
to case of transport and the elephone, they ave more broadly spread-cagtod over the
wider reginn? Fhis coubd be o kev ta the suevival af loeal identity itself.

E believe that atténtian ta such matlers as these is a matter of urgeney. In particular,
the recorded evidence eventually available for future exploitation by historians con-
corned with the later tweniieth century is itself increasingly seavee or transitory. I
only ta assist our stecessers, then, we lecal histarians of today will have Lo act soon.
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ST SAVIOUR’S BRIDGE IN OTTERY ST MARY
ILEB. Thomas

The first reference ta this bridge appears to be in Bishop Grandisson’s Regisler under
the date Lafune 130664 s Ottery Bridge on which the Bishop had recentiy buill the
Chapel of Saint Saviour € 16 May 14262 Bishop Laey granted an indulpence for the
repair of the saulle part of the chaped of SUSaviour, which had beon inanduated by Hlond
waler i, on 8 Heptombor F4387, he granted an indulgence for the repair, alterations
and strengthening of th bridge of Otler v and the chapel of St Saviour, On 6 Novemnbor
1450%, Lacy granted forly days indulgence to contributers to the constr uelion, repair,
alteration and preservation of ‘ponils saneli Sulvatoris juxta Otery sifeate’. which
seems 0 be the Brat time the bridge was referred to by its present name.

Under the Statute of Hridge 15317, vesponsibility for Lhe upkeep of bridges passed
from tandowners, such as the Church, to the magistrates in quarter sessjons, 4
Saviour’s Bridge was reported to the justices as being in need of repaiv in January
16545, July 16657, Epiphany 1660%, Raptist 1674%, Michachmas 1674'", Baster 16761,
Baptist 167612 Michaelmas L7677, Boster 1884, Enster 16915 and Michachmas
P75 AL Baster Sessions L726'7, 51 wis reported thatl the bridee was ‘in much decny
und the side walls fallen down snd that the sd bridge by means of the narrowness
thereol is dangerous o Pravellers e .l\ft.l]mg with Coaches und Wargons',

The Court ardered thal the bridge should be inspected. an estimate of the eost of

repair prepared and the requived amomd of money raised on the Bast Grand Division
of the Caunty. The money was then to be paid over 1o John Sesse. The Treasurer for his
diviston, who would gel the repairs put in hand, Later in e vear™, it was reported
that LEO0 was Lo be paised for endavgeing SUAvoir = bridee and repairs lo othoy
bridges. There is no express record in the Ovder Book thatl this work was pul in hanrd
but o print!™, probably late eighteenth rentury, shows 8P Saviours Bridue ns a0 toure
span masmry arch structure with suflicient width between parapets o carts and car-
riages, The bridge scems to have been rensorably well built beeause e were 1o
repair ovders untl 1742, After that diste until the end of the contary there were cigh-
Leen such ordars, an indication, perhaps thal the sbucture wis gradually doteriovding
under the onslaught of the Fiver Otter

In 1788, the 73 year old bridge suctumbed and was swept away, The maeistrates
were told the news at the Michachnos Sessions 17995 and miacde an arder that a tour-
porarvy bridge shoubd be crected under the aupervisian of Lord Ralle. Sie Johy
Kennaway aad & M Marker Probably au that Sessions justices asked tor an explana.
Lion of why Lhe bridge b heen washed avay and William White, the local Surveyar of
Bridges, would bave been nsked to cary awt an investigacion, The couse of the fiture
of the bridge becomes elear six monrhs Tater™ when o presentment was made against
Richard Brimicombe, a focal bdowner, Tor ‘not repairing the Wearing ov Hank ol 3
Field ahove & on the wost side of Ottery Bridge by which the wator overilwd & wash'
away the Foundarion ol sd Bridge'.

Al Midsiunmer Sessions LS00, it was repocted that Brimicombe haib died and the
procecdivgs were dropped. AL the same Sessions, the Clerk of the Peace was reguired
{o wilvertse for Lenders for rebuilding the bridee, Three months Tater™, it was arderved
Lhat theee magisivates showld enter a contract with John Perviman, a mason from
Silverton, to rebuild the bridge for £1,130 plus 180 for paved dished inverts ander the
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arches, The bridige was built wnder the direction of Willian White, the Swrvever of
County Bridges in the Bast Grand Divicion, and was a two span masoney areh brideg,
cach span being 27 feet (R23mi with o wirdOy bobween parapels of 10 fieet G105

[ 18072 Penny Bridges, buill enly o short while belore by Perriman under White's
divection, was washed away ina ol The committee appointed fo laok into the vea-
sous lor the prematove Bilore of Fenny bridge and the poor state of ropair of St
Saviour’s Bridge, sought the advice of James Green, a civil engineer later o become
Surveyor of Beidyes T the Connty, Groen reaehied the emiclusion that the reason wis
the seme in coch ease. that is, inferior quatity mortar bl aesoney, A Tuether duietl
ol L Savinur's Bridue was that the abutments were ot danger of being scouved,
undereut, by the viver and Cieeen recommended Phat g sveir be huilt on the downstream
side of the structore se as to vaise the fovel of the bod of the river under the bridge. 2
The weir was uilt and protected the bridge until 7 Decomber 1R49™ when, during a
sevore storm, the Otter contempraously swept Lheom bath away,

The Bridyge Cornmittes was quick to act [Uinsteucted Thoma- Whitaker, wha had
succended Jomes Green as County Survesar niue years heluro, to creel a temporary
toothridge immedintely ol a cost of CF3 aad o advertise e tenders for a lemporary
rovvinue hridge. Ty the time the justices sal i quarier sessions ot Bpighany 850
Lenders for the coerlage bridge had been roccived and they ovdered that the lowest,
Lhat of Churdes Tuckett at TLOS L3S0 CE108.65), should D aceepted. They also asked
the Bridue Comumittee to advertise for tenders Tor o permanent bridge: ‘o Bridpe of lron
or ol any other construction’. The Bridge Cammittes reported trek at the Baster
Sessions 18507 that three different sehemes hud heen considerad. napely:
al one produced by a Capt Moorsom™ incorporating o wood and tron adlice bean,

1 one produced by Messrs Knight and Canning ineorporating an won Warren™ Lruss
bemn;
¢l acast iron archebridge destgned by the County Sucveyor.

The Commitlee instrueted the Surveyor Lo inspect some of Capt Moorsom's bridges
possibly on the Birmingham aud Gloucester Raitway ~ and one built by Knight &
Canning on the Novth Kent Railway in Southwark. tn its repmt Lo the Easter Sessions
LS the Clommilles stated Lhat it had received from Whitaker 'an able und intelli-
genl report in reference to them.” The yeport continued:

‘Although these Bridges exhibit considerable skill and ingenuily of constroction i
is the opinion of your Committee that their durabilily & strenglh has not vel been
sufficiently testifind to fustify thent in recommending them to the aduption of 1hiz
County, They are also of the opinton that no uitimate benefil wonld avise to the
County from thy adoption of Wood as the material for the Bridge, 'They consider
that the single Cast Iron avch affords the best torm and material v o pormanen
Bridge in the localily where Slone ia of very difficult aceess!”

A number of tenders for Whitaker’s cast ivon soeh desigm had been veceived mad e
Committee recommended Lhal the Court accepl one from Messrs Butler & Co of
Staaningly™ which would make the total estimated cost of the bridue £1.800. It also
recommended that Whitaker should be paid his expenses of £15.ds.64 1E15.22  alor
travelling to inspect the bridges.

Most eivit engineers will agree thal, while some projects go smootldy from stael Lo
finish, others, for no pariicular reason, attract all sovis of problems, Whitaker's St
Saviom’s Bridge Contract wis one of the tatler. At the Midsummer sessinns 18507 8
John Kermaway, Chairman of the Bridge Coninittes, tobd the justives that wne of the
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repumitter memhaers hod noticed that the new temporary caumviage Iricge was not built
inaceardinee with the Contract despite the faet thal the Counly Survevor had certified
the work as having been properly completed, Siv John continued that Che commitlee
had nsked My Donalddson, clerk of works at the Prisons, to inspeet, the bedee and o et
them luae 4 report. Donabdson’s report was pretly damning. The work has been exe-
euted v S very inseeare slovenly and unworkmanlike manner’, he reported, Piles had
nat been dviven Lo the correct depth, there wore insulicient steuts suppevting the road-

wary, Lhe decking was the wrong size, vails were nokb morticed and so o, The length off

Limber reguired by the contract was LS feed 1 ineh (388.96m0 and the aomount used
wis 840 oot 7 inches (286.69m), Jeaving a shovtfall of £71 foel 6 inches (52.2Tm I his
defence Whitaker had potnted out that, as this was a lemporary bridge, he had not
peaic oz mack sttention to ik as he would have to o permanent structure and, on his
hehadf, e of the most intelligent Wilnesses” had stated that the beidae wonld endure
for a1 twelvemanth’. The Survevor asked it he coubd bave time to prepare his side o the
matier and the Courl ordered that the Committee should investignte the matier fully
and repart back to the next sessions, The Court agreed and, at the follnwing Sessions?!,
Lhe committee reported that it had interviewed Whitaker, Donaldson and twa archi-
Lects who spoke on hehalf of the Survevor, Whitaker, i veported, hid been guilly of cui-
pable laxity’ but that 'there was ne evidence before them of any improper motive for
aneh irregularities’. .

In retrospect, it ix ditfendt oot e feel sympathy for Whitaker Certainly, by allowing
s contractor ts be paid fir shipshol work. he had failed i one of his primary funclions.
But he was a very busy nun and, to use o term cotned much more reeently, profession-
ally isolated. On his vwn, he had Toomspect over 300 bridges scattered throughout a
large counly Lwice o yvear which meant bravelliug on horseback abaul 8,000 miles and
staying away from home e aboud 2 days, He had 1o produce drawings and docu-
ments and zuperiniend britdge reconsteaction prajects=, report Lo and attend monthly
apd guarterly meetings of the justices, inspoct sael veport on certain turnpike and rail-
wiy waorks, prepore andd present aceaunts and namerous olher dutios, The humiliation
af o public rebuke must have served na usetult puepos

AL the Eoster Sessions (350, the Bridge Committen roported that it had aceepted
the offer of Butler & Ca of Stanningly far the romwerk in the sum of £1,200. 1t had
received bwo tenders for the abutment and approaches work, namely, one of £1,150 and
the other CL0ME The lower tender was from nane other than John Perriman, whe had
built the bridge recently swept away by Lhe Otter. He was now getting on in vears and
not egnying the best of health, The Committee were lirody of the view, strenglhened
hy a letter from Capiain Moorsom, that the cost of Lthe bridge should be £2,000. This
prampted Holo put Bhe squeeze on Pervbman who was persuacded (o reduce his priee by
LT The totad contraet price was still more than the approved figore of ©1,800 and the
Court gave approval for the additional £330,

Perriman started work on 24 May 1851 and soon vealised that his price wos oo Jow,
Fe started cutting corners and the Survevor, probably still smaeting under his rebulke
avier the ternporavy bridge, refused to accept any work nol sticthy i necordanee with
the contract, Perriman comglained to the Commitiee that Whitaker was being unre-
soatabdy strict, However, the Committee sapported Whitaker, muach (o iz relief ooe
tnagines, and Perriman, by now a sick man, abandoned the condeaet ™

Tlhe Committee was now inoa bitof a piekie. Iwis 21 e onlby 16 per cent of Lhe
ahtiment work had been done and the tronwork was doe in July, Accarding to the
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Committee report, Whitiker said thae he could complete the work for the amount, io Lhe
hiands of the Committes”. Later, Whitaher was (o dispute that he said this but he was
insbructed to go whead with the work and by 220y evervihing was ready {or the iron-
work. Work on manufacture of the cast ivon areh ribs and other members wis proceed-
ing at the Stanningly works ab a fivly leiswreely pace. Whitaker travebted up to
Yorkshire on 2 July o inspect the moulds and collected exponses of €10, The various
components were Lo be shipped [rom the [hambor probably to Flvmouth and hence by
roud to Otlery, Al the end ol July nothing had arvived although a part consignment had
sel oft auud was lyving in Lhe Mavgate vond. Pull delivery did not Lake place until 8
Novembor 1851, nearly four months [ate, A ey ol activity IoHowed and by 15
December the bridge was painted and ready for opentng 'to thy public use” ' But
Whitaker was not yvel oft the hook. The Bridge Comunitter reported te the beach ol
Epiphany 18529, that the cost of building the abulmentz and appreaches wis now
Eab T 4d (€440.36) more than il woukd have been tF Perviman had completed the wock,
The Surveyor had said that he could complete the work T Perriman's figure, the
Commitles reported, aud i was evidend from this overspend that ‘he has either kept
hack the Leulh ar which is more probable as in this instance manifested an incapagity
to make an accurate estimate of works neither extensive nor cemphicated” Whitaker's
protest Lhat he had not zaid that he would cormplets Lthe works for Berrimans figure was
of o avail and the Committee reported that it ‘oo longer had any conbidence in hiny,

The total cost of the bridge, inctuding abutments, approaches, Lind, viver worke,
temperary bridges, Tegal and valiedion fees wos 351010 Tt (ERALTE A9 Llespite it
apparent miseivings aboat Whilaker's competones, the Committes recommended Lo
the muzistrates that he should e graated TG0 in addition to his anmual salary for com-
pleting Perviman’s work, which. il siid, was ‘not within the range of duties which
under his appointment the surveyor can be reguired Lo pecform’. Pevhaps the
Conitles reabised that (he Binizhied product was o wel desigoned aod well bailt strue-
tures

O e hrish with authorily s vecorded against Whitaker The Bridge Committes
reported ol Midsummer 135G cortuin ivregularitios in Whitaker's Bnancial reporting,
He had been speneding the saving an one bridge repair on another swithout formal
amhority. For example, he had suved 8515856 (25,97 on the repair of Exe Bridee,
Mevebabh ane L an the repair of Daet Bridge, Bampton Bridge, on the other hand,
eost VET 1750 01T HT apgninst e approved figare of E14 and Whitaker used part of
the Y377 saving to aflzet Lhe additional expenditure. This was very nuch a technical
offemnee wnd Whitaker had, io fuct, spent £2.18s 1d (22911 Tess than authorised on the
thiree bridges. Nevertheless, Lhe Commitlee reported Lo Sessions thal 'H s the opinion
of the majority of the Commiitter wnadvisable (or the County te place their confidence
i him s a County Officer” The vuther prefentious committoe report is quite out of pro-
partion Lo the triviad nature of Whitakers offence and this and his previous troubles
may poeint o o conflict of personality between himself and the commitiee chairman, Sty
John Kennaway.

Whitaker staved with the County for a Ricther nime years alter wihiel he retived
throwgh il health, the commitiee teporting rather mvsteriously that bis illness hoad
arten ‘umder very painfid circumstanees to which they need nob Turther allude”, ™ Fis
won Charles, & civik engineer engaged on Lovdon’s main droinnge took over for a short
while until the magistraies could make a perimanent ovangoement.
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FROM A NOTE ON A FLYLEAF
Pat Salter

Om the fyleal of one of the Kentisheare parish registers was the ollowing note ‘24
Murch P88 William and Peter Saller his son weve both hanged for murder’. This hold
slatement started my seareh through contemporary records to bry and find more infor-
mation to flesh out the meagre sentence,

The first clue came lvom the Exefer Fiving Post and in the paper dated 8 November
1787:

‘Friday last a terrible aflevay happened between Honilon and Axminster with three
Otlicers of Fxcise and a party of smugglers, Two of the former were killed on the
spol, the other escaped, It is abso said that some of the smugglers were much hurt”,

Smuggling was rife in England during the eighleenth century as more and move
imports had duties levied on them, not just the well known braady, wines and stlks but
atso tea and even sall. The south-west of England became one of the main areas for try-
ing to cvade Lhese duties and the reasons ave not difficull to understand.- there was a
long coastline with many shelteved harhours and a reservoir of skilled seamen; the
countryfolk were poor and the activilies of the smugglers meant a little more money
and a lew luxuries. There was o general feeling that the taxes were unfadr and there
are plenty of stories of the invelvement of every strata of society,

The passage in the paper indicates that the contraband was probably brought ashore
in east Devon between Salcombe Reyis iand Beer and was being conveyed inland by pack
men and their horses towards Kentisbeare, The smugglers were well organised and
places en route where they could expect help weve raavked with scevet signs. A hottle
end was often set tn the wall under the caves of the welcoming cottages. There is stil
one to be seen on a-house in the village of Offwell hetween Axminster and FHoniton

Looking through Uthe parish vegislers of Kentisbeare [ found that the marriage of an
excise officer was vecorded and the village was given as his place of residence. The local
Listortan the Rev, T8, Chalk wrote that there was a resident officer and that he made
a map of the area in 1781 - no doubt of greal use to his successors when laced with the
network of deeply shadowed hollow lanes. Another inleresting faet that came Lo light
was that carlier this century excavations carried oul in the village of Bentisbeare,
within a furlong of the old vicarage, uncovered a smugglers” pit.# Further information
was fortheoming in Lthe Exeter Fiving Post on 27 November 1787,

WHITEHALL, Nov. L6th, L787.

WHERBEAS it has been humbly represented to the King, that on Friday Evening,
the 2nd Day of November Instant, a most inhuman Murder was committed on the
badies of William Jenkins and William Seott, late Officers in His Majesties Excise,
by a gang of Smugglers, when the said Oflicers were in the Execution of their Duly,
in attempling to seize some Run Goods, at o Place called Roncombe’s Girt, on the
Read hetween Honiton and Beer, in the County of Devan, His Majesty, for the bet-
tor apprehending and bringing to Justice the Persons concerned in the said inhu-
man Murder, is hereby pleased to promize his most gracious Pardon to any one of
them (exeept Willtam Veisey, and any other who may be apprehended prior Lo the
dale of this Advertisement who shall discover his Accomplices therein, for that they
may be apprehended and convicted thereot.

And, as a larther Encouragement: the Comissioners of Excise do heveby promize a
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reward of WO HUNDRED POLNDS ta any Person or Persons making such
Escovery, texcept as hotore excepleds ta be paid by their Secrctary on conviction of
any one or mare of the Offenders.
William Jackson, pro see’
Phix dueument pave the preeise place where the aftray ocearred and il was cagy Lo
tined on the 25,000 map of Hogiton and Cultompton (1699451 where it is named as
Honeombe's Gate. The present BATT4 road runa on a narrow ridge belween the head-
waters ol twa streams an Lhe baundiiey between the parishes of Farway and Sidbury -
an ideal spot. The amaunt of money oflfeved as a ceward was enavmous for the Lime
when a Farm labowrer might be expectod to carn between H-12 shillings a weelk and
musl have been a greal teniptation to the people of the area.? 1L says much for the loy-
ally of the ordinary fobk that sueh a lavae bribe had to be offered. The (et that the ofli-
cers involved were exeise afficers is not surpetsing as Lthe Customs and Excise did not
amalgamate valil 1906, Although much of their work ovevlapped, basically the cus-
toms officers weve coneerned with goods coming into the coundry — Lhe excise officer= on
the other hand were concerned with exacling duty from goods manufactured or sold
wilhin the country, in particilar the drinks sold i public houses. s
The hunt for the smugglers continued o no avial so the following notice was posted
in the Fxcter Fiving Post on 27 December of the same year-
WLIITIEALL
The tollowing is & deseription of sdme persons who stand with the said Murder
William Salter - aged aboul 55 Years, eemarkably black Beard, with some ey

Flairs in il black bushy Flasr, a strong warde boney Man, abeut Hive Feet eight
Inches high,

Peter Salter — aged aboul 30 vears, brown stvait Hlodr, Treckled in the Face, a thin
bomey bMan, about five Feet eight Inches high, wounded muels about the Head and
Faee and a wound in his left Arm by which he has lost great Parl of the use nf it
William Voisoy — agod about 35 years, frosh Complexion, broad faced, o well set
Man, black bushy Habr about five Jeet six Tnehes high,

Thomas Godard — aged about 30 Yeurs, brovan steaid Thaie a full faeed and strang
made Man, walks a Httle forward, bas a down Jook with him, ahoud five Feel eighd
Inches high,

Daniel Gosling — aged about 30 Years, brown Heaiv, fresh fwed, short necked, hroad
leeth before, carries his ITead a 1ittle farward, fwether round shauldered aboal fve
Feet four Inches high.

The descriptions are clear and it ix possible Lo tnagine the nien, Noodoubi, the ionfar.
matien would have been read aut it many public houses i the aeea tor the benefit of
{he bulk ol the population whoe were unable o read. But the men were hot caught untit
the spring of 17499, and were not brought to eial until Maveli. There is o boeal teadition
in Kentisheare mentioned by the Rev. Chalk in his book that at leasl one man was hid-
den in the oo of Lthe Priests Flouse for nine weeks after the affrays Is it toolish to won-
der if this was the igured Peler Salter? bt certainly seems Lo indicate that the incum-
bent al Lhe Lime was at Lthe least not indifferent to the ‘Fair Traders’.7 The fact that he
recorded Lheir deaths in the parish register also indieated some sympathy for iheir
plight.

The trial tosk place at the Asstzes in the Castle in Txeler on 17 March 1788 bufore
Sir Beaumoent Hotham and Me Justice Buller. The accused were William and his <on
Pelor Sadter, George Salter, Daniel Gosling and William Volsey who was still ad large at
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the time of the trial. From the Crown Minule Book it is possible to (ind the names of
those called Lo give evidenee against the aceused atthough there doeg nob ssem Lo be
any records of the trial ttself. The Crown Mioute Book Calendar gives a graphin
aceount of the end ol the tiial s
‘William Salter, Peler Salter, Georve Salter, Danict Gosling
Attainted of Murvder Let them be severally hanged by the Neck until they arve dead
on the fwenty second of March Instand L aoud el Uiir bodies he delivered to Rolert
Pateh — 2 Surgeon to b dissected and anatomised and let the Gooler anlid the Lime
of their Execution as aforesaid conline them in some cells or Places sepavale and
apart {vom other prisimers snd no person or Persons whomsoever except. the Gaoler
ar his servants have aceess (e them without o leence fram the Judge the Sherriff or
his underShereifl and until the Lime of their Execution let them be fed with bread
and water ooly excepl they <hall be desiraus of receiving Lthe Sacreament of the
Lords Supper”

A note beside this states that the exenutions were held aver until the Monday when
Witltam, Peter and Danied were cventuadly banged. According to the Fiying Post Lhe
men were hken L the Gallows at Heavitree G avea still known o local people as
Catows Ciarner

b thisir arvival at the Gatal Teee o the behaviowr of the Smugglers was penitent
and becoming to their unhappy station’

I o nate beside Gearge o the Crown Minuto Book Calendar® b states Lthat he was to
he vepricved and transported for seven vears. Accordiog to the Gaol Calendar for
laster P7887 ho was still in Kxeter Prison, but at some time after thal he must have
heen taken to the hulks for ranspartation, This sas about the time that the Hrst con-
vict fleet sailed to Botany Hay, the new eolony in Australia, [t scems probable that
George sabled with the seeond tlect, teaving Engtand in 1789, In The tndex fo Hhe New:
Sonth Wales Convict [ndents 17881847 tuselully held in the West Country Studies
Libravyt George is Hsted with the dates 175858-1800 which indieates that he cerlainly
reached Australia. It is now acase of waiting Lo see i more information is fortheoming
lvom the Australian archives ol his lile in the colony and possible return to England. As
vel il has not been possthle o find out what happened Lo the other two men, William
Voisey and Thomas Godard.

A little more information about Wiltliam and Petor has come to light from the
Kentisheare Parvish Registérs, Willinm married Joan Gosling on 30 December 1751 and
this gives the link 'with Daniel GosHug, Aceording to the Inlernational Genealogical
Index registers o Doniel Gosling was born ta Robert and Elizabeth Goslin (sicy on 12
February 1759 - so thal would make him about the vight ape — in Saleombe Begis, a
known centre for smugehing activilies, Daniel could have been o nephew to Witliam but
this has yet Lo be proved. Peler Salier was haptized 1 Maoeh 1782, the =om of William
and Joau in Kentisbeare and on 27 May 1784 he marricd Betty Salter. At the time of
his exeewtion he lefl a wife and two children, William and Maory.

teorge was more difficnlt to find ay there is vo indication of his age rom the docu-
maents held in this country - but there was a family in Kenbisbeave where the Christion
name George was widely used. Certmnly Lhere was a George Balter, son of George and
Elizabeth, who was baplised {3 December 18381, His elder brother Jobm baptized 1
October 1783 was wy great, greal, great, grandfather!
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DEVONSHIRE LAWYERS
David Pugsley

Devon hos praduced Bu more emitnent lawyers Uvon it has eminent seamen, but they
are less well knownd A staot has been made en the ives ol individual Devon lawyors,
bt there s o lowg way Lo go Lo redress the mavitime baluaues. 2 Bul the overall pieture
i clear enough.
Devonshire has been from carly times distinguished as the nursing mother of emi-
nent lawyers, It was long <ince remacked by Fuller, that this county seems innaled
with a genius to study Taw, none i England (Nortolk alone excepted) affording so
many legal men. "Cornwall, indeed,” he says, “ hath a (hmine, butl Devonghire
minkes o feast of such, who by the practice thereot have raised great estates.” These
sreur amony other great names: the fwo Fortescues, Aland, an able judge, Sir WL
de: Bathe, Siv Thomas Litéleton, S John Dodderidge, Sir John §aynard. and Peere
Williams. Anather century has added Lo this proud aveay the still more noble
nanes wl Camden, Dunning, Butler, Lord Chancellor King, Giftord, Heath, and
Giihirs, the fuur last of whom are natives ol Exetec Nor is the race of tegal worlhies
lilcely soon Lo degenerate or become extinet, since the Coleridges and Fulletts are
even tow claiming resh forensic honoures Gor this highly favoured county”

That was writlen in L835.% Thomas Fuller’s flistory of the Worthies of Englond wos
published posthumonsly in 1662, And the vace of legal worthies rom Devonshire has
not. degenerated or become extined. 8o allee John Taylor Coleridge cTustice of the King's
Bench, 1835-38), we have John Dulke Colevidge, Chiet Justice of the Commen Pleas,
1873-80, Lord Cliel Justice of England, 1880-84. And if Folletl tSolicitar and Attorney
Ceneral, 1835, 1841-481 had no cminent lawyer amony his sops, his wife’s gousin, Lord
Hadshury, was Lord Chancellar, June 1886 - Januwary LES6, July 1886 - 1892 and 18895 -
1905, 5o that from F886 Lo 1892 the two top lawyers in the caunbrey, the Lord Chiel
Justice and Lhe Lord Chancellor, were bobh Devon men.

Deveas pre-eminence in this field i< confivroed by the statisties. A loague table ot the
cornties af avigin of the judges appeinted hetween 1727 and 1875 has been compiled by
Danie] Duman  Middlesex comes lop with 589, bul that is 2 special case beeause of the
centralised charvacter of the Eoglish legal syvsten. Thereafter Devon bas 8, ahead of
Yorkshire and Laricashire with 8 cach, Somersot and Dorsel with 6 each, and Cornweall
with 1. Bul those figures are not yuite rvight. For the period {760 - 1790 Duntan soys,
Devon L, Cornwall 1. The Devon judge 1s obviousty John Heath, suceesdively Town
Clerk and Recorder of Fxotor, and Justice of the Court. of Common Pleas, 1780 - LRI,
The Cornwall judpe s presumably Sir Francks Botler Justice of the Courl of Kings
Beneh, 1778 - 1804 (L s Lrue thal he came Brom an old Cornish family:® bul he was
born at. Downes, Crediton on 17 March 1746, baptised ut Crediton on 16 Aprit 1746,
married Susannah Yarde ol Ottery St Mary on § December 1763, and both he and his
family clearly belong Lo Devon ® The correct score is Lhevelore: Devon 10, Cornwall {1
and evon’s position ot the head of the Teapue fable s oven clearer?

Notes
. Advian Reed, Devon Worthies — Time for a Recount?, Deveosr Historian, 41 110923
2021,
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2. Stebbings: A Man of Great Learning: Life of Sir John Dodderidye, 1555- 16328
(Exeter 19890 Pugsley: Folfeir, Owr Great Lawver (Exeter 19911

3. Lew Mogazine & Review, 14018300 45, 18 i3 Lhe opening paragraph of a Life of Siv
Vicary Gibhs,

A, The Judiviel Beaeh in England [727-1875: The Reshaping of o Professional Elite
tLomdon 19821 GB-G7, '

5. As s emphasived in Foss, Judges of England, Vol 8, p. 252, and Simpson,
Biogrophivad Dictionary of the Cemrinen Lee (1984 87

6. The DN has i vight, At 32 be was the youngest Fnglish judye ever appointed.

7. 1 have nat cheeked the whole table for accuraey, and its mathematical precision is
in any case misteading, For example, Lord Halsbury was born in Middlosex b,
was clearly o Devon man. But there is no reason to doubt Devon's overall leadl,

CORRECTIONS

We regret that two ervers oceurved in Uhe Aprit 1993 edition of The Devon Historian

EI0H

1. In the third parmgraph af the article an WWE, Stockdale (p.31 a line of type wis
omitted. The penultitinte sentence in Uhis paragraph should have read: ‘Somers
Cocks? Heted some prints by FW.L Stockdale, ¢ 1820, and two later prints of
Torgquay by T.CL (or ©) Stoekdule, presumably the son.

2. In the arlicle on the Kennaways of Escoll, p 10, the senlence beginning 3 lines
from fool of the page should have read: e retwmed by the newly-opened Trans-
Siberian Ratlway’,

From The Obsercer Bunday 4 December 1791, page 2.
LONGEVITY

In o village, two miles {rom Honiton, the combined ages of the Parson, Clevk, aml
Sexton, make 270 venrs,

The duties of these three persons are performed by their respective sons, whose nees
waited amount o upwirds of 180 years,

NLB. = There s not o physiciin near the place!

(Contributed by Walter Mirchinton)

URBAN COMMUNITIES IN CONTEMPORARY DEVON:
AN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

Simon Timms

A vecent veport irom Enghish Heritage suppots the view that Devon has more historie
lowns than any other English county by tdentifving sixty Devon settloments as having
functioned as centres of wrban life ol one Lime or another in Lheir history (English
Heritage. 1992, Other commentalors have gane further anrl extended Lhe Hist of his-
Lorie towns in Devon by including all places with medicval docnmentary evidence for
markels as well as those with formal borowgh status, This gives 2 counly total of close
ou one hundred historie urban selUlements (Hoskins, 1966, 174-5; Shovter, Ravenhilt
and Grogory, TOG8 118 Farmer, 1991, 3310

The great wagority of wbzut settlements defined in Lhis way tell into the category of
Lhe small market town, which was a key element in the soelal and cconmmic growth of
maodieval Bevion, Many af these towns were never of any real size snd some shrank
baek into their vilage raots within a generation or so. Bul ouwd of the hondred muedieval
toswns, o vove of Devin setllements eslablished themsalves to form o stable netwoek of
communities which has remained largely intact to the present doy. Indegd i iz a
remarkable faet that, with the exceptions of pevhups Torquay and Exmaath, 2l the
main commerciad contres in Devon Loday can trace Lheir urban ovigins back as B as
the Middle Ages.

This ancient solidity of urban life has geanted Devon towns o sense af place whicly
plavs a lively part in giving them vach their own character today. Thus Barnstaple is
quite different from Bideford, Plymplon retaing its own cattle market within the ood-
crn boundary of the City of Plvinouth, and veu run arisk i you ask o resident of
Hatherleigh the wiy o the village crather than the towat hall,

Yet the evidence — bolh Drom tnday and fram history — places towns such as
Barnstaple and Bidefoed on a different plane feom smatler places such as Modbury or
Winkletgh, This raisest the gquestion of which Dievon settlemends con be identified as the
key urban communitios in contemporary as well as histovieal terms,

Forty vears ago, W.G, Haoskios, in o short picee an Devon towns which superbly
calehes their essenee. constdered there were some thivty urban communities in the
county Hoskins, L84, 307-E1), This total he compared with a figwee of thirty-eight
itentiticd by Hooker around 1600 and the forty listed by Lysons in 1822, How then ean
we combine the evidence of past and present Lo provide o s of the key historie urban
coavmtnnitios o Devon for e 199057 The answer to Lhis question takes on a special
redevatnee with ihe fortheoming proposals Lo reorganice distinetion between
City/Dhistrict, Conneils and the County Council by creating a single, unitacy” eouncil
avalem. Whatever the outcome of these political veformes, the time-honoured nelwork of
local urhan communities fooks set Lo undergo something ol n revival.

[ preparation for these changes, a smal group of County Coanet! officers congisting
of Tun Maxted (Lucal Studies Librariany, Margery Rowe (Cinnty Avchivist) and Simon
Timms (County Archaeologist) hag been looking at how these ey historic urian com-
munities can be identified, Following the initiad identificaiion of over 10 Devon setile-
ments with claims to orban <tatus, iL was decided Lo basge selection ol the key communi-
Lies on the following docamenty eriteria
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- Market The possession of a regular market in 1822, ax recovded by Lysons

- Administrative Status Centre for af least Lbwo Drom the following: Quarter

Sessions, Petty Sesstons, Borough Status, name given Lo Poor Law Urion, undeed
or Deanery.
Fromw these ceritevia, a Hst ol Uhe following 33 key urban communities could be drawn
up:

Aghburtem Axminster Bampton Barnstaple
Bidelurd Brixham Chulmleigh Colytan
Crediton Cudtompton Dartmouth Devenport
East Slonehouse Exeter G, Torrington Hartland
Hatherleigh Holsworthy Honiton IHhracombe
Kingshridge Morctbury Moretonhampstead Newlon Abbnt
Okchampton llery St Mary Plyumoulh Plyamplon
Suuth Molton Tavistock Telgnmoulh Tiverion
Totnes

This list appeared to inelude the majority of significant pre-Victorian urban cenlros,
extending ax it does Lo come of the smaller local communities such as ("hulmlr‘igh and
laritand. Tt was clear however that it did not refleet the rige of 0 number of important
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setilements during the niueteenth century. A second list was drawn up therefure to
include those urban communities thal did not meet the evriginnl eriteria bk which had
anjoyed municipat borough or urban district status prioe to the focal government vear-
ganization of 1974, Twelve communitios fell into Lhis catopory:

Bucktastleigh Budleiph Salterton  Dawlish [xrenith
Tvybridge Lynton Northam Paignton
Exeter St Thomas  Seaton Sidmouth Torguay

The combined total of these two lists includes A5 histovic conmmunities, which scem
to give a good historieal perspective ax well as forming a fabr reflection of the contempo-
ravy state of urban cenlres in Devon today. We ave conscions however that our chosen
critoria may be improved upon and we woulid be interested to veceive tvia the Editor of
the Devon Historien) suggestions from readers aboul how this might be dene. For
example, we are aware thal we have nol deliberately taken inlo account topographicnl
or archacological data (eg the survival of a well-preserved historic town plan.
However, a briet check after our Hsts had been compiled showed that all the listed
urban communities have designated Conservation Aveas suggesting recognition of
their heritage vilue, whilst many also possess thetr own museum or ave hinme (o o lucal
history sociely — o clear indieation that their history plays a strong part in their com-
munity identity.

Nete: Any comments on this arlicle would be pratefully received and shonld be sint to
the Bditor, Pecon flistorfan, cfo 7 Cathedral Close, Exeter, EXI LEZ, The detailed data,
wpon which the lists of urban communilies are based, will be published in the Autumn
1093 issue of Devcon and Cornwall Notes and Querivs,
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REVIEWS

{Readers are advised that ophions expressed by reviewers are their own, and not nee-
easarily Lthose of the Editor or ol {he Deven sty Society s iowhole),

Tudor and Stuart Devon: Essays Presented Lo Joyee Youings, edited hy Togid
Creay, Margery Rowe and Audrey Brakine, University of Bxeter Press, 1I920xix and
230pp, £25.00, [SBN 45089 344 7

No introduction s ueeded here Lo the entirely worthy reciplent of this handsnne
fostschrifl, The interests of the Devon History Society have over many vears diawn
upan Pratossor Juyee Youingss unfailing enthosiasm, energies and capacities. the
extent and depths of which are celebrated in o typieally incisive encomium by Frank
Barlow, under whase hoadship of the Department of History she served during Lhree
decades from the LASO (o the E970s at Exeter University. s sueeessor ean underfioe
these ranarks. Juyee has always been o loyal friend and colleague, dedicated to the lite
and wurk of the dopartment, the unjgersity and the discipline of bistory, whether in
teaching, research ar admintstralion, within or withoul the grove of aeademe. She s,
indetd, ax someone put it lately, both kindly and formidable’,

Jiuyee has bad the immense advantage, denied to many of us, including some of the:
conlribulors to her festseforfl, of being Devon-barn and bred. The counly has always
Fin tlose (o U contre of her coneerns, but she hag never been merely parochial. The
conlents ol Thdfur rned Staart Devon and (2 subdilde testity Lo her wider viston: "the
euimmnon estate and government’. The contribuiors’ interests man abang with hers: eco-
uonmic, religious, cullural, politieal sad social history, men ond wamen wenrking, think-
ing, getting and spending. AJl of these she bas messured variously by locad and nation-
al, even international, yardsticks. Jovee Youings's Dealee, o vecagnisable fiwman baing,
went on to cirele the globe and at leazth (o die oo, and lie wador, remate waters, Her
Ralegh glowed at Court ‘Hke rotten wood under Elisabetty 1 vearned (or Greedom and
Eldorado under Jamoes [ bal spoke broad Deven e the very marning an axe gave him
his gefetus est.

The first impact of the festselrift is made by e dust-wrapper and o Golding eoloured
plate reproducing a part of a hitherto anknewn map of Elizabethan Bxeter painted on
a wood and feather sereen. Clearly devived Drom Jobin Hookers ES87 map, thaugh with
differences, and engraved by the refugee Remigins Hogenburg, the seveen version is
expertly analvsed by William Raveuhidl ind Morgery Rowe, They sugpest appealingly
that it was made as a gift, a wken of appreciation of faveurs past and o hopes of beng.
fils to eome, Lo William Ceeil, the greal Lord Burghley, ‘the most eartographically
minded stalesman of his time’. We may envy those who have had the good fortune to
wee this remarkable artefnet, st in undisclosed private haneds.

Muargaret Westeolt toolks back From the expensive funerad at Tiverton of Katherine,
Countesy of Devon (1479-1527, pregnant, years), “daughter, sister and aunt of kings' —
she was the youngesy duaghter of Edward IV — whoae Courtenay marriage ought to
bave presaged sood Goetanre B ler mlaws, But she was a widow for more than twenty
vears, running the large catates ol the earldom of Devon, given her for life by Henvy
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VIIL not olten so gencrons, 1L seemns thal guile aside from her roval blood she was o
woman nf poarts. Using her aceounts, Ms Westeott establishes the elaborate routine and
manifold reguivements ol a substintial houschold. There are payments to players and
minstrels, tor glass and papes, and Lo *the fols Dig, Mug and Kit. The postmoriem
inventory mentions boslks and manuseripts, chielly religious, but including o L boalg,
which Batherine might well have read herself,

Tom Greeves's Ph.D. thests on the Devon tin industry wos supervised by Joyee. The
interest. she aroused then rematas, and he olfers her now o well-doewmented - Joyee
would expect no less - eomparative study of Lin working here in the sisteeuth eentury,
bringing out the complexities of that activity in four thoughtfully selocted stantiiies
showing inertin mingling with innovation. e concludes that there is o Jol mere ta l.c-
lewrned about both - an ebservation that his supervisor would certainly applauil, ns
uite whao has abways appreciated that any historical work can never be pore than an
intertm veport, though some may have more permanence than othors,

Anather Bavnslaple lass, Alison Grant, extends her own earhior work with o survey ol
nority Devon maritime enterprise between L560 and 1840, a period duving which alten
tion has commonty been given rather to the southern ports. Fishimg off Newfoundland,
increazing world trading — to New Guinen, North America and the Caribhean, helped
aut with a =pot of privateering and sporadic colomal interest - point to genine enfer
prise. limited perhaps in comparison sith betler-placed arens bul @ displaying continuity
and pragress, throwing up some undecstanding peesonalities. Trade is also W.B.
Susvens's theme, With statistical support he tackles Eoglish wine imports through
Devon ports under the early Stuarts - o particularly lively period. Wine was vital
enough to Exeter’s cemamy for its imparters and violaers bo prolest vigorously against
extra taxes on wine during the fund-raising porsonal vule of Charles [ For his part,
Tadd Gray, one of Jovee's former research students, prabes into fshing and the commer-
cial world of early Stuart Dartmouth’ - warld is well-chosen, Darimouth’s marvitime
character was determined Inrgely by Gshing inshore and affshore, But as in othor Deven
ports thoeve was diversity of activitye, Wane with hoth France and Spain in the late 16308
(Iik;l;m'hod routing, i stems. to the point of erisis, but during the 1630z, so-called ‘haleyan
vears', it picked up ogain. AN {hix ceonomic activity in a major counly facing two seas
alls oul for engueiries taking us into the tater seveateenth century and beyond.

Hearth tax returns are prime among Steven Pugsloy's snurees for an examination of
the emergence of eauntry bonses in Tador-Stnart Deven, They indieatle the modesty of
buildings which themselves yefleet Timitations upon the wealth of estales. “The great
rebuilding’ seen in sonie other parts of the couniry expressed seself here in refurbish-
ment. jaside and oud. much oliL architecturally and otherwise conservative, The eoun.
ty did throw up rieh men but they tended Lo live and build elsewhert as the Potres cic
tn Essex, neaver to 'the heart of the vealm” by which they meant the Court and Loneem,
as powertful & magnet as great a wen. A churchwarden, Jovee s written extensively
and pevsuasively on aspeets of religion across Devon — the Dissolution, the Pr uyer Doak
rebellion, Tudar bishops of Fxeter, lan Gow makes a ease-study of the doings of the
clevpy in the two decades belween the outhrenk of eivil war and the Restoration, o prri-
ad aberlsix tor an “Anglicanism’ which yet somehow survived to ensure the prosence in
the Cavalier parlizanent of young men who had clearty heen brought up on the praver
haak and knew at least the cevemonial of Laudianisn. The intelligent suggestion made
here is that the majoriey of Devon parvishes canformed Lo the reguirements of changing
regimaes fust abaui enough to atlow a more or less ‘conlinuous minisbry' - ‘deformation’
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as u eontemporary pul it, rather than reformation. More case studics ave called tor iF
we are to grasp the consequences, short and long terim, of what ave coming to be called,
perhaps wilth some justice, England’s wars of religion.

Congtitilional history turns up in the linal essay by Duvid Dean, whom Joyee met
and tneouraged on her trip to New Zealand, He investigates the legislative activitios ol
[Beven MPs uuder Klizabeth [ with results veinfloveing Lhe view thal the big nolses
amuang histartans of early modern partiaments — like Sir John Neale — by coneentrating
on conblict aver large issues have distorted the Lede picture, M7y, returnad for Devon,
often really foca) men, showed an wrge aod capacity forr pushing legistation of a region-
al or a community concern. such as in clotl regulation. This is. indead, very much what
parfiaunents were Tor from the poiut of view of o great part of the political nation, not
only under Elizabeth, who had her own priovities. but even in the aberrand assemblies
ol the 1685805, when il was elaimed that private legisktion Sostled adl else out’.

The editors, eonbribitors and the University of Exeter Press are to be felicitated un
Lhe concept, context, content and physical dress of Lhis attractive festschrifl, It s a trib-
wie to the alfection and respect in which Joyee Youings is universaily held, There is but
one maller for vegrel. [CJovee had boen inon the seeret of the project she would uover
have lel the book go oul inw Deven and a wider world vathoul an index.

Tvan Roots

The New barcitime History of Devon, Volume 1. From Early Times to the lute
Eighteenth Century. Ediled by Michacl Dufty, Stephen Fisher, Basil Greenhill,
Dawid J. Starkey and Jovee Youings. Published by Conway Marttime Press in assovia-
tiow with the Dniversity ol xeter, 256pp, illustrated, £35.00, ISBN 0185177 611 6.

To write the marttime history of g county is a bold andertaking and one hitherto
attempted for no olher Fnglish shire, 14 is not an easy lask. SBome fishing, smupgling
and the shorthanl coastal trade are about the only seabarne activities limited to g
country'’s own waters, Bvervihing else is pecessucily shorved with other people’s ship-
ping. Even thaugh a counly may predominate for g time in a particular trade chat
trade will never he the exclusive domaoin al s ships and merchants, Devon, for exam-
ple, was impartant in the Middle Ages in both the Bordeaux wine and the Spanish pil-
geim trades and later in the Newlhundband fisheries bul never domincted any of them,
Morcover, in maritime affair it is not casy to separate local cndeavaurs from national
or the reverse, Plymouth beeame a great naval base as a consequence of nalional
strategic policy: had the cuemy abways been to the northcast, its developuent might
onty have been as a minar commercial port and naval cosling station, This volume and
its sequeld, expected Lier this year or early in 18904 therelore ave essentinlly ventures
whose only precedents are the chapters writlen by Michael Oppenheim for the Viclaria
County Flistortes. Devimshive never got beyond the introductory volume and its chap-
ter didd nol appear until edited aod published in 1968 by Professor Minchinton. Sinee
Cppenhieim®s day (19081 much has changed. Research has revealed Information not
available Lo him, the divection being attached to economic factors, A group based on
Fxeter University rightly thought that the Lime had eone foe o major attack on the
subject. The resall hos been a work ol many hands with cantribations from botl sides
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af the Allantic.

The contents ol Volume One eonaist of 38 articles of different lengths falling into
three broad grovps, The frst of these s made up of general background arcticles. The
geology of the Gund aud Lthe nature of the swrrounding waters and scahed arve deseribied
together with ils piscine and other marine vesources, Therve ave briel lustories of gavi-
wabion and of the marine cartography of the south-west and a deseription of the han-
dling of o square rigged ship, [n the second group the related themes of (rade, poris
and shipping, privateering and the county's parl in naval affairs are arvanged in broad
chronplogieal order while in the third group are short picees relating to the main Lop-
ics. These include an interesting account of an early seventeenth century Deven lishing
stalion on an igland in the Gulf of Maine and of the Gansportation of conviets From
Devon to Americn. Two contribuwtions, those on smupgehog and military coast delences,
cover their subjects down to the present day. It seenis possible that a fow topies origi-
nating during the period of the present volume will be o treated in its suceessor.

Befare the tute Middle Ages there )x Bitle firm evidence on the details of Leade bram
Devon ports, and even then offictal measurements of ships by careving capieity rather
than by dimensions makes scholirs reluctant to hazard move than a general deserip-
tion of individual Lypes, From around the mid sixteenily century the picture i clearer.
By then the old trans-chmme and Ibevian trades arve heing overtaken in importance by
the veeanic, notably the New England and Newloundland, Precise dlustrations and
indead gome plans of ships ave available. Privalecring becomes a legitimate and prof-
Hable souree of mvestment commanding most interest, sweprisingly, during the Stuart
winrs with Prance and Spaincin F625-30. With the rize of French maridime power comes
the development of a main fleel operaling from Plymoath and Torbay and the growth
of the former as a base and a great censumer of water-horne supplics. The chaptors
covering this period ave of especiad interest while as a pendant to them Dr Hodgoer gives
a4 onvinehug explapation as to why Devon produced no greal commanders at sea after
the Second Duteh War,

The format of the heak is two coluinns o a page which means that it contains ta
more material than its advertised 256 pages would suggest, The illustrations are well
chogen and there is full complement of tables and maps. At $35.00 it is not dear fin
what it offers snd positively cheap in comparison with most academic publications. The
references to each chapler can only be callid coplous. It s probably best deseribod as a
book by histortans for hislorians — profissional or amateur — vather than tor the gener-
a1l reader. While naturally a reviewer can fod points to eviticise and mnissions to note
the total etfect is most impressive and 2 major contribulion to the history of the
Counly.,

Addrieenr Roid

Road transport before the railways: Russell’s London flving waggons, by
Dorian Gevhold, Cambridge University Press, 1993, xeil, 316pp, ill, maps. [SBN 1 521
AL950 8.

The heavy waggons, hauled by leams ol eight horses and lumbering along the early
cighteenth century vouds ab @ speed of ander two miles an bour, lack the glamour of the
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stage-coach arviving at o gallop with a noisy Eulare before the town’s main inn, In fact
the world of the long-distanee carrier has been more negleeted by the economic and
social historian than all ciher means of branzpoct, whether coaches, canals, railways or
coastal shipping. Thi resulting gap in the literature has now been admirably Bited for
the Westeountry by Dorian Gerhold's detailed and meticulously rescarched study of Lhe
main Brm ol Fxeler camiers during the elghtesnth and nincteenth centuries. The book
concenbrales ou the period L816 to LE2E, for which the author has located 2,600 letiers
and ether documents in the Chaneery recovds at the Pablic Record Office relating to a
lone-running Liwsait between the lirm's two London partners, Other Chaneery suits
relating Lo the fem {vom as eacly as FERT, as well as o wide range of additinnal sources,
printed and manuseript, are used to chart the develupment. of the Westcauntry road
Lulage tndustry over a period of more than two centuries.

Haads prior to the eoming of the raitways have often been dismissed as virtunlly
impassible and with very little traffie. In fack there wis an extonsive netwark of veli-
able and regular eavriers, certainly from Lhe 16305 and probably fram tate medieval
times. Packhorses, in wse antil the L7305 on the main Weateountry rowtes, were actual-
ly faster than the heavy wide-wheeled waggons which sueceeded them, bub they wore
movre expenstve lo operate. By the early ninetecnth century Russel & Co had exhausi-
ad virtuaty all pessibilitivs o improvement (n speed. The main development had boen
the intraduction of By wageons in Lhe 17605 which ran day and night, changing teams
of horges and maling it possible o vovbr abiout 40 miles a day. Improvements in vonds
dic Hille to inercase the speed. which was limited by the physical chavacteristies of the
hovse, alihough simeother and wore level roads cut costs by enalding each horse Lo pult
heavier Toads. The highter i1y vais, which incorporated springs and were drawn by nnly
four horses, more thun doubled the specd to almost five miles an hour, but they enjoyed
only a limited sueeess in the 15205 s theiv charges were higher,

Al these develapments ave charted in detail, with insights into such malters as Lhe
changing prices ol provender twhich accounted for al least half the costs of running o
earrier service) the variety of goods stowed on the waggons (which ranged {vom sail-
vloth, buttons and gloves to hutter, frees and pianos, with bullion forming ene of the
most profitable teadst or the effects of competition. at Arst from olther carviers which
were few in number, then from steamships and finally from the ralwaoys. Coastal ship-
piug helore the steamships was nol a direct comnpetitor, While charges per bundred-
woight were lower, the sailing ship was much less veligble and alse slower, BEven the
railways did not kill off the carriers” trade; they changed s nature ta more Jocal distei-
butiun from the railhead nsing agents in London and elsewhore,

Thers was remarkable conlinuity in the frms of carviers operating (rom the
Westeountry to Eondon. Russells frm resulied rom the merger in U785 of the Bxeter
tirm ot Morris, known from 1676 and the Andover fieoy of Bisd, vecarded feom 1666, In
1816 Roberl Russell sold to eight partners who divided the roud from London io
Falmouth into five districls which operated vivtually as separate concerns with com-
plex arrangement s (or shaving profitz, Incfact the running of a business extending over
a distance of 273 miles between Loadon and Falmouth and, in 1816, using some 30
waggons and 200 horses 15 complox aperalion, and the organizational details and val-
culations of cosis, prices and profits do not always make easy veading, Nevertheless the
wealth of detall mntinually provides interesting and somelimes amusing vignelies,
particatarty where the author quotes from the original letters, He also fills in the pece-
essary hackground ta i wide range of local industries whoge products were curvied by
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Hussells waggons.

The book s provided with maps, illustritions and tables as well as appendices list-
ing, among other Lthings, all known Westeountey carrivrs hotween 1681 and 1840,
Above alf theve is an exeelent indes which is not just a Gl ol proper names but also
a detuiled analysis of subjects. The anthor has examined o lavge body of previously
anvecognised sowrce material bul together they do nat make up a full sel of srchives, A
large part of his achievement lies in the way he has been ahle @ 1 the gaps in the
recard by veferenee Lo other documentativn. Fle has provided a work which belntedly
revenls the impeortand contribution of the long-distance carvier  the economy of the
Westeountry, and which wilt heenme an essential source of celercoce for economic histo-
Pl

foere Mextodd

The forgotten trade, comprising the log of the Danief and Henry of F100 and
acenunts of the slave tracde from the minor ports of Bngland I898.1725 1y Nigel
Tatterstield. Jonathan Cape, 1991, xx 4 460np, £30, [SBN 0 224 02015 0,

With Lhe immense umount of weiting on the history of the slave rade, this book, whase
conlents arve deseribed in its sub-title, scarcely deserved its elaim s b cancerned with
tire forgotten trade. [t owes ibs origins to the chance discovery of the log hook of an
Exeter slave ship ou a book barrow in Farringdon Rood. Lundon. With preliminary
chapters on the nature of the English siave trade based, as the author acknowledges,
on James Rawley, The transatlontor staee trade . the st Lalt of this book is concerned
with reprinting with commentary the contents of the tog hoelk of the Exeler-owned
slave vessel Dandel and Henry, Under the command of Captain Roger Mathew, the
Deniel and Henry satled from Durtoouth on 4 Febraary L7000 with o cargo of trade
goods - textiles, metalware, guns, powder and other aeticles - with which 452 slaves
were purchased ou the Gutnea Const. An unasuadly large number of staves, 206, were
lost on ihe middle passage and i L7 Novewber 216 shavos were delivered to Jamaiea.
Seized by Customs there for some ancxplained reason, the vessel was veleased in June
1707 and retorned to Dartrooath, avviving on 23 July 1700 laden with 104 ewt of mus-
civvado supar. Althouglh he does not comment on the g in detail or provide o chad of
the vovage, the editor dars provide a speculative balanee sheetl. He eomeludes that this
vovage neither made rich men out of its participants nor tempted any of them te
e i Jurther slavo vevages. In this, the expevience of the Dbl qnd Heney was
tvpicalt of the Atlautic sluve Lrade as o whole, Recent studies of the trade have showu
that, apart o some speetacular windfall gains, the slave trade was not (he souvee of
enoriteus forlunes, Nov was it a brade which involved many constant traders: the
mzgority of Britiale ve s fand of Duteh alge) made ondy one vovage in Lhe teage. This
rnplics alzo that most of the vesscls which carried staves across the Afluntie were not
buflt espocially for the wade but that such vessels consistord of o varvicty of craft, of
aarying rig, tonnage and build, drawn from the general mervchant fleet. We thus need
to take account of such information in our assessment of the British slave trade.
Taking the coast in a clockwize manner, om Berwick wpon Tweed in the nortii-east
round to Carlisle in the oorth-west, Mr Tattersfield then provides information about
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the minor English ports which participated in the trade between 1698 and 1725, amit.
ting in consequence not only London but alse Bristol and Liverpool. Two chaplers are
concerned with Fxeter, Topshion and Daatmeuth and with Plymouth, Bamstaple ot
Bideford. The vessels involved. including the £dizabeth Galley of Bristol freivhted by
Bideford merchants to Afrien i 1700 and those elearing Plymouth for the Wesl Indies,
1607-L704, are listed in the Appentives, A hardsome and well-illustrated volmne, rea-
sunably priced, this book provides n useful addition to the literature dealing with the
participation of minor FEnglish ports, including Devan ports, in the Atlaniic slave trade
in the first quarter of the eighteenth century,

Weelter Minchintos

Sir John Bowring 1792 - i872. Aspects of his Life and Caveer. Wdited by
Professor Joyee Youings. Devonshire Association 1993, 15BN 0 85214 052 5. Capies
from Registrar. Devonshire Association, 7 The Close, Exeter, E7.05+ £1 p and p.

A pacifist who bombarded Canton. & vadicad wha sought a peerage. A financial
reformar whose own husiness twice Eiiled. John Bowring was a man of muny contbrast=
and many talents with interests vangig Irom linguistics to penal reform. He achieved
much but it is possible that il his cireumstunces and character had been different bhe
could have accomplished move, He was 1 man who scemed never quite to have fitted
inLs any ane of the socinl and political groupings of hiz day. This may be the reason
why he has never had a biographer. His own aulobiographical vecollections written in
Fate lifee and published posthumously by his son Lewin are all that we have heaides his
phituaries. Professor Youings is therelore to be much congratulaled on having argan-
ised the conference last Octuber at which the papers now published were read. (The
illustrations, incidentally ar excellent) ILwould be a happy consequence if they stim-
ulated someone to altempt o full biography.

John Bowring was born in Exeter. went to a Unitarian school at Moretonhampstead
where he toved with the wdea ol becaming & minister, and then began his commetrecial
lile in Exeter. Sent to London in 1811 by his employer, ke many other Devontans
helore and after him, be spent his working life away from the couaty, returning nearly
50 vears later te settle in a house a few hundred yards from where he was born. In
hotween he seems to have had lietle contact with Nevon. His early years and the ori-
gins of Lhe Bawring family are considered by Professar Youings in the first of eight
papers — “The Bowring Ancestry’ — wiile the Inst bwo papers, those of Pr Laver on his
interest in the Devon dialects and of Dr Stanver on bis attempts to reform the Devon
Quarier Sessions consider two of his more important retirement activities. Dr Laver
sees Bowring as 2 pioneer in the recognition of dialect as important sthnologically and
historically and as a form of speech which should be studied and recorded. From his
pleavlings eame: ultimately the systematic recording of Devonshire words and phrises
by the Association, now. after nearty o century, totatling avound 17.000,

In 1862 the suggestion “I'ry Bowving' resulted in his becoming the Devenshive
Association's Grst President. Iy 1860 he had been President of the Deven ond Exeler
Tustitution. These two bodies were sponsors of the conference and as current chairman
of Lhe latier your reviewer had taken a preliminary look ad Sir John’s velutions with it.
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While his presidential vear was purely formal he later seuaght and barely secared elec-
Lion Lo the governing commitlee in order Lo begin a servies of controversinl moves
towards refirming the Institution. These calminated in g resolution to an AUGM which
blended the lundamentad with the banal and, as he tatled to tum up lapsed Gr want of
a proposer. Fhoreafter he abandoned any ideas ol velorm. Arguably, he had misunder-
slood the nature of the Institution, reiecting practical measures which he could have
achicved in favour of obvisusly unacceptable radical ones, D Stanyer reports somee-
thing very similar in his paper on Bowring ond the reorganisation of Devon Qwater
Sesstong, Dismissing the idea that age or il-heaith might have weakened his powers
he concludes that Bowring's [aibure Lo mabke veal progress, notably in financiad reform,
was due to hig lack of commeon boekground with the county™s lesders: they were rural
awinid conservative, he was arban and radical. Some of them had alsa been involved swith
hirm in the Institution. To hath places he was treated with consideratian.,

Bowring's career is axamined in Professor Rosen’s paper oo his relations with
Jeremy Bentham and his civele, in D Conway's on his governmont service and by
Professor Parker ns a financial reformer. Bowring's association with Bentham broughtl
him on to the public stage. Fle heeame editor of the Westminster Review and secvelary
of the committee for nid o Groeee, Wil the Tatler came involvement. in the two loans
Lo that eountry. al the Linee witheut o legal governmeul. Bowring's hopes of a fortune
from the stock as well as [ram commissions svere not Lo be realised and 40 vears tater
cartoonists were to remember the ‘Greek Pus’ when hus san Bdgar stood for Exeter. He
was aceased of using Bentham but Prolessor Rosen concludes that his knack of acen-
inulating: enemies was due in pact to his nttery of those be admived and Lo "his roman-
tic rudldeszaness and ambition and a kind ol meral teivemphadiam’, By 1827 his firnn was
banlkrupt and the folowing vear be began a servies of olfciad visits abroad to study lor-
pien governnental aceounting methods, conditions oy trade and 1o negoliale commer-
viod apgreemends, This work stopped svith hiz second term in parliooment from (84108,
In TR47 his business alfairs collapsed and the following year Padrovrston appointed him
Consul al Canton, In 1854 he becane Governor of Tlong Kong and olowing the Arraw?’
incident two vears loter bombarded Canton and stavted a war that was to go on for
three vears, In 1859 he retired Lo Bxeter.

Dy Conway considers (hal his radicalism was not tmpaived by his working for non-
liberal administrations. I his reparts he was able legitimately to advance his own
views on [ree trade and the repeal of the corn laws which may have had more inltuence
in securing these ends than (hd ongxide radical pressures. However, he did net hesitade
to aitack his emiployers’ policies when he thought they woere wrong, as with Mcehemet
Al and Syria. A youthlul pacifist and Hielong eppanent ol wiar he nevertheless started
one with China. The author suggests that hig experience of Chinese obstruelionism
convineed him thal Chinese were different from Furopeans and so reguired different
treatment, Fis fellow radicals did not see it that way and broke with him.

Bowring's cantribuiion to the reform of public sceounting and towards a decimal cur-

vency wis in Prafessor Parker's view, if minoe, an important one, Elig memaorial, the
fhorin conn, was withdrawn in his bicenlenary yeoar.

Finally, there ire twa papers on Bowring as a linguist. D Hiteheoeld bas oo doubt as
to his allainments as o Hispanie transtatar and poet in apite of later erticisms, Flis
knowledge of the country was extensive and it was Lhis Lhal brougit Tom, via
Bligpaiere, into Louch with Benthon, His refations with Geovrge Boreow were not so
biappy as Sir Angus Fraser notes when comparing “bwo men of many ongues’
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Bowring's methad was to get lesser known linguages translated into one of thue com-
mencr Faropean anes from which he could work, The avigins of their quarrel tay prob-
ably i Bovrew's performing this task inorefation o Danish literature. [L veached s
irreversite dimax in Borrow’s splenetic attack on the ‘old Radical” in the appendix to
Tis The Bomany Bye.

I weouald be surprising if Uhe chavacter which emerges from these papers was not a
complicated one. There ave some nspocts which never changed, his strongly Unitavian
Eaith and his practical radicalism which coneerned jtsell with sueh imstes as penad and
finanetal reform. As @ radien] be lended towaork from inside the system and so never
achivved the popular appeal of Cobden o Bright. Flis management of his own finaneial
affairs was not impressive. The Groek Loan scandal did not help his reputation and
commereial Gilure drove him (sl o government etaploy and then o Canton and so
Lo the finad breach with his ofd radical friends. Lack of Funds may bave pedeed to the
sense of being an outsider which his religion emphasized. Yol most af those witlh whom
he dealt in middle and later life were insiders. An ambitious mon, he seenms ta hive
attracted more respect than friendship, Although his linguistic achivvements were nat
as vreal as popatarly helieved his work in other divections was important. Perlaps he
waonld hove aehioved move had he concentrated his efforts on fewer goals. Ihe had we
should have heen the losers.

Adrian Reed

Plymeouth a new history by Crispin Gill, Trevont Books, single volume edition 1993,
302pp, havdback, 116,95, [38N 0 86114 MALT.

Crispin Gill's sarlier works under the same tiile, Volume Une, fee Ago to the
fli zeebethans, fivst published in 1966, sk Volume Pwa, 1605 (o e present ey 118750,
both atiracied mueh interest and apprecintion. Now, that present day’ iz actuadly four-
Leen vears apgo and Limes have moved on. Devon Books, with support from the Cotlege
of S0 Mark and 84 John, and FoHowing a full revision and updating by the athor, have
wow produeed this welecome combined edition. In appearanee the new ool is todally
different Brom the earlier ones. T iy beautifully produced, set in two columns an wide
pages, nmd copiously lustrated, Atthough much of the text s substantinBy nx haelore,
the frst volume., which wend e considernble delaib in dealing with the Blizabethan
period, has heen shartened, but with the subject matter retained as noles. This gives
the elfect of bettor bulauee with the second volume, whielt vecords the preal develop-
ment of the tast four conturies, althaugh distinetion between the two i obseorved. In
addition, Crispin Gill has provided au extra chapler to bring the history fully up to

date. Bnditled “Thinking the nuthinkable’ it hinges on the shadowed prospeet of

Plymouth Lesing il 700-vear ol fink with the Royal Navy, o deceleraling factor m the
further implementation of the plans of the 1980s, Devonport, Duckyard, frmerly the
aven’s biggest emplover, which in 1847 had @ workforee of 21000, by 1992 - lepsed tua
private company - wits emploving less thun o guarter of thast nueber, This reduetion
has, however, been offset by other industriad developments, meludiog some involving a
very high desree of technology, Mr CRll outlines these changes, andd also recards numer-
s olher progressions in the cily’s structure and JHe, He observes the exlent 1o which
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its population hag inereased - 2000000 00 the last twenty vears — making it one of the
fow urban arens of Britain swhoere popalabinn = growing.

Whilst many, though net all of the ariginal puldicalions” photographs have heen
vetained, many new and splendid ones have been added. inchuding some 1o colotr Adso
inciuded ave clear maps, and drawings, There are still ne tables aF stadistios fau omis-
gion noted coneerning the carlier volumest buat supporting figures are amply included
in the new chapler (Substitution of a zpace For the asual comma in the writing of fig-
ures invalving thousands is something to which one must become aceustomed.)
Intervestingly, possibly inoresponse Lo another earlicr quibble, the mdex relating to the
city’s fonthall toaum has now been changed from the former *Arvgyle F.OC 1o Phmauth
Argyle,

The book invites attentian ag soon as il is opened and 18 is casy to get caught up in s
contents, The Inscinating pictures, drawn from a wide vange of sowrees, many of them
depicting by-gone scenes of Plymouih and others showing new developments, are ol
cormpel img interest And the text, the product of deep kuowledge and resemrch is nevaer-
theless thoronghly veadable, flowing ws it dons fram the haad of a journalist of high eal-
ihre. Crvispin Gill has even managed to conclucle sith 2 picture of the new (983 ship-
like headyuarters of the Western Morninp News - approprisle recognition of the news.
paper which he served through most of his working tite,

Helen Herres

Histovie Sidmouth, Life and Thnes in Sidmouth, A Guide {0 the Blue Plagues,
by Todia Creelee, with drawings by Dovid Bridgeman, Sid Vale Associabion, 1992, 5G pp,
ISBN T 85522 179 &,

The Sid Vale Associadion, one of the obdest and deserved]y respected preservialion soci-
cties in the coundey has with the author and artist had the valuable notion ol providing
a4 pruide to their 'Blue Plague’ huildiags in the town, Over 30 buildings ;o deseribed
and sueh historicnl detaibs as available of their owners and visitors delineated,
Sidmouth then as now kept o very respeetable distance from the common thowgh one
might suspect that =ome o the more distant aristocratic visilors were in search of o
cheap respectability, Nevertheless it remains frue that Sidmoenth aever had the diffi-
cultios that EHracombe had with drunken sonth Wales calliors an day trips, The most
roanantic mchitectural stvle relates Lo ‘Sidmouth Gathie - asin the ease of the Beach
House, Famos names do abound and in modern Limes perhaps Sidmauth oughi most
to rementber the Duke af Connaughl because of the splendid gosdens the town eventu-
ally croated an that site, The affection of the residents today s clearly reveated in the
benches o that avea donated in memory Lo Lhelr loved ones by restdents. The principal
periads of development of the principal buildings appear o [nll into vwa periods: the
first Lwa decides of the nineteenth century and the Tast two and it wiuld have been
helpiut Lo have a broader introduction to the Lown's development. Firally, o comment
v the ilhusteations by David Bridgeman, they are splendidly dear and a gread assei Lo
the text and to the history of the town,

JH. Porter
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English Local Studies Handhook, by Susanna Guy, Elniversity of Txeter Press,
1962, £11.95.

A variety of listz of wildresses for loeal historians are alveady available, and one might
e forgiven for wondering whether there is any justilieation for vet wnolher. An exami-
nation of thix volute veveals that there is. [FGuy's intentions were adequalelv execi-
il the ocal historian coubd Loss most ol the athers out, Her aim is to bring together in
o cover, county by eounty, the addressex of all Librazies, record offices. societies and
museums concerned with lueal <tudics, and o list oeal historical journals The iden is
exeellent, and the resull s o post osefid voluane., Not, however, a8 ueful o= it could be;
there are too many omissions. The addresses of ibravies are reasonably aceurate,
althutigh our own Devieit & Clarnwall Record Society’™s Tibrary might have been included
under Tibraries’ ag well as societies. The libraries of local geneadogical sovtolies are
Lotally ignored, despite the fact that an increasing number now have permanent heaol-
quarters, and have considerable value (o ocal historians, The many branch lbravies of
the Mormaons, which are much neglocted by local historians alsa deserve 2 mention.
Under Taeal record offices’ [ would have expetted the Duchy of Cornwall Reemrd Otftee
to rate & meniion, Fuarther aficld, vuy misses the et that the Yorkshire
Archaeological Soaiety has one of the most veperable avchive repositorios in that eoun-
ty. Even move surprizingly. the Borthwick fastitute al York fails (o got in altogether.
The major omizsions, however, relate to the Hsts of Toeal Mstory jowrnad=’. That is not
surprising, given that, unlike the addreszes, Guy had no adeguate existing list to work
feon, Most of the nnportant counly joarnals still current are recorded, bul many which
have ceased publication are missed, for example, aur own Western Antiguory. Loval
Journads ave generally excluded — @ pity, sinee many of them contain valunble sweark
which aught to be more widely linswn: o good example is the Banbury journal, Cake &
Cochhorse, A few genealogicnl jourls are included, but many escape o mention -
despite, frequently, the Bsting of their purent seciety. Oxfordshive sullers partioudarly
badiy; I can count no less than ten journals which would have included,

‘Phese crilicism= should nol, however, hide Lthe mertis of the work, which will earn its
place onmy book=helfl A second edition will undoubted!y hie required soon, especiatly
as uddresses chingre so guicklve A few suppestions [op the next edition seem i order,
The volume inciudes o list of aalional bodies concerued with focal history, but it would
also he worth identifving those libraries whieh fuve collections of nationad impatonee
o Jocal historiang, such ag those of the Sacicty of Genealogists or the University of
Leiovster Such a lisling might alse include overseas fibraries sueh as the Hunliogton
iy Cadifornia, or the Barr-Smith Libracy of the University of Adelaide. Some means

shoudd be found to Indieate these local Hbraries which have substantial collections of

muterial relaling o othey countios — such as those of the Yorkshire Archaeological
Society or the Somerset Archueotogical & Natural History Soctety, The listing of ‘soci-
elios’ coulil abse be expunded o include more ‘tnslitetions - the Centre {ov Soulh
Weslorn Historizal Stadies 1= in, but neither the Contre for Fast Anglian Studies nor
the Institnte of Cornish Studies are mentioned. This would be an excellend place to list
the many cotnty archacological units. A Bnal supgeestion: should not be a locat stuelies
handbook contpiled by o librarvian inclutde o listing of local biblisgraphies? ( perhaps
thut 1s another ook,

Srueert A Revmond

Thorverton, Devon, by Lin Stayle. Pubtished by the author 10033, Tpp, BU taps and
phuatographs, paperbaek. €8 + £1 p & p, oblainable frew Lan Stoyle, Fairfield,
Thorverton, Bevon KXG GNG (Profils to be shaced by the Church and Baptist Chapel

Fhorvirton, in the Bxe Vallew, is surely one of Devon's pleasantest villagres, Located o
littde: wesl of o point where in early Umes the Bxe was forded, and where Lhe Tt
bridge wus reputedly built in 1307, Thorverlon grew up o an important trece route
from Loncdon to Cornwall. The anthor, who was educated at Exeter School and Exeler
College, Oxlord before working in education, and is Clerk 1o Thorverton Parish
Couneil. does not claim s 4o be o hustory of Thorverton, but rather miseeklany of
information and impressious’. Nevertheless, the work is the produet of considerable
researeh and thus will be regarded as a valuable record of much that hos gone on at
Thorverton through the ceaturies. Besides concentraling in o very readnble Wiy on
parish history in general, and with reference to the Coldridge map of 1814-15, {un
Stovle discusses street neimes, the Baplist Churel, eminent Thorvertonions.
myths, Gires, Hoods and snow. Further shoet chapters record events and perseanlilios
which bring the aceount virtually to the present day,

The baok eonlatns a wealth of phatagraphs, beth anctent and modern, and good clear
maps. The actual reading is made a little laborious by the simaHness and slight faint-
ness of Lhe pring, necessilatiog close holding for short-sighted readers and consequent
witle lne-by-line sweeps for the eyes across Lhe rather oad pagres, Apart from this
minm evilicism. however, the book is most aftractively produced, wilh o splendid agtal
colowr photograph of Thorverton on the cover

Hefen Hoppis

Huxtable, the story of @ Devon farm, edited, partly writlen and published by
Barbara Payne, 1995, 104 pp. meny ilustrations, phus, naps, £3 + £2 p & p,ooblain-
abde from Mrs B, Payne. Hustable Farm, West Buckland, Barastaple, N. Devon BXi32
DBR, ISBN 0 0521055 00,

Over recent vowrs Barbara Payne has carvicd onb research on the farmhouse which is
now her home, and of the Huxtable fimily whose name devives from it This is Lhe
busis of the stinly, which inchudes eontributions from other participants. The 80-acre
lrm on the Txmoor fringe is actually in the pavish of East Bucklond, iind the name s
liest noted in L3330, with a reference to Johua de Hokeslaple, having te meaning ol ‘s
spur of land with & post CPhe spur or hook is =01 discernible an the O map The
Farm is belicved to e the origin of the surname which is <t prevalent in nurth Devon
and now akse widespread, atihough Huxtables have not oneupied the favm for perhaps
300 yewrs. Names associaled with the property through the years are ones long known
inthe neighhourhood: Nott, Forteseue, Heddon, Shder, Ridd.

The boak is, however more U just an aceount of vne farm and one fatmily. Alior
Burhiava Payne’s introductory chapter un Uhe furm's history, John Huxlable writes on
his family researeh and Joha Thoerp af Keystone Historie Buildings Consuitants on the
farmhouse wehacology. Lady Margaret Farteseue, whese family owoed Fuxlable for
nearly 200 years, writes on her Family and nearby home a0 Castle U1, and Mary
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Cameron conlribules a chapter on neighbouring West Buckland School i This, which
deseribes briefly the mid-nineteenth centuvy movement towards providing public
schools for middle classes', and West Bueldand’s particular establishment for benefit of
Farming fmilies, is worthy of separate expansion.t The tme of the Ridds al Thaxtable
11941-801 and of the Paynes throm 1981 aee deseribed by respective Bimily members,
Daoveen Ridd and Jackie Payne.

Giesides making extremely pleasant reading the book gives an exemplary accound of
the developmend of a typical small norih Deven farm, through deeline from pozsible
higher status to subsistence fieming and neglect and decay earlier in the present een-
twry, wartime vevival catled for by needs of inereased production. pust-war adernisa-
tion and improvements. and lurther developments thvough the 1080s with diversifica-
tion Lo mctude high standard farm holidays business, Satd by its editor (o have been
written ehiefly for Family and for visitors, the hook witl undvubtedly e b interest also
ta many people, particularly those with north Deven associalims,

Helear Hlerrrein

I'he ancient chapels of north Devon, by James Coulter. Published by the author
Loskd, paperback, T8pp. Oblainable from DB, Coulter, Somers, Yarnscombe,
Barnsiaple, N. Devon X3t SLH, £5.95 incl. p & p, [SBN 09521043 0 X

The area of this study 1= that which lics within an approximate 20-mile radius of
Barnstaple, extending fram fundy wid Hlartland eastwards to Bamplon and south to
Chulmieigh. More than fifty chuapel sites have been iovestigated within this area, and
in the book they are convenieutly noted within their respective parishes, which are list-
ed alphabetically. ndividual OF prid references are given, together with information
on historical backgrounds and on present eonditions of the buildings or remains,
Despile the varying use of the description “chape!” in His applicalion to different rebi-
gious (aundations, in this coniext it is the pre-Hetormation chapels that are heing con-
sidered. These arc mainly of the fowrteenth and ficenth centuries — a prolilic peciod
for thelr building with more than 1200 chapels being founded in the diocese of Exeter
belwesn about 1300 and 1450, They were mnstly private chapels or oratories, Some
hecame parish churches, others fell into disvepair after the Reformution or were ¢on-
verted to alternative use,

Chapels that vemain intact include the former eper huspitat of 5t Mary Magdalene
at "Lacdiport, Great orvington. St Anne’s at Barnstaple, and St Nicholars, {lfracombe.
Others, such as St Michaels al Braunton, rentain as ruins, while many have disap-

peared, leaving perhaps a clue in just a name, such as Chapelten, or fragments of

ancient ecclesinstical structure,

Clearly set out and printed, the text is easy to follow and to vofer to, Tt uay he sue-
prising to tearn that the parish of Hartland had fifteen chapels. South Moltan lawd
cigrht, There were two, perhaps three, on Lundy, Hlustrations comprize 23 photoraphs,
taken by the anthor, and 16 text ligures consisting of drawings awd maps. The
mazotteer style of arrangement is supported by previous pages of intruduction and his-
tavical buckground, and 8 pages of documentaoy notes plus a useful glossary st the end.

Heten Hearvis
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

Yelverton & Distriet Local History Soviety Newslettor No. 66 19929, Bd. Peter
Hamilon-Leggett. 24pp, Frec o members, VU (o non-members, abtiinahle ram the
Iiditon, The (Hd Sunday Schoal, Walkhamplon, Yolverton, Devon PL2O GIN. Lol 0822
8H3TH0.

New in handy AB frmat, the newsletter keeps up ats high standurd and pleasant
Hively style. It is well stocked with information, well-written arlicles on various aspects
of tocal history, news and queries on research. cle. Great vadue - well waorth heeaming a
member {for Lhe newsletter alone.

Newsletter of the South Wesi Maritime History Seciety, 26, February 19493, Bd.
Adrian Recd, 24pp. (Society subseription £6 pow Enquivies to Hon, See, Tony Pawlyn,
22 Millers Way, Tedburn S0 Mary, Teven EXS 8R5.) In addition Lo society information
this issue contains an article on the Choreh Rock wiecl (dealing with aosiervey carried
out off Teljgnmoeuth in 1892 by Maleolm Rae, also notes and queries, and reviews.

Research on Modern History, March 1993, This booklet from UM, While Swan
Tiouse, Ciadstone, Survey RES 8LV, is acatalogue of Doctoral Dissertations 1988-03,

A wallo round the village of Ringmore in the South Hams, First published L9586,
reviscd odition 1991, Produced by Ringmore Flistovieal Sociely, L3pp. AS. A pleasantly
conducted tour of the village, with drawings, Although Ringmore covers a small area
on e seuth Deven cosst i has pleney to commend i to interested visibovs, and this
booklet provides o weleoming guide, 15ee also under News from olhor Societies,)

5t Andrew’s Church, Cellompten, by David Pugsley. English Life Publication,
Derba 1B Tepp, ELO0 ISEN 0 83101 302 3. This iy Lthe new S0 Andrew’s Cuide,
which David Pugsley his completely re-writton us o histary of the choarels
Professtonally produced. s a most attractive puldication: The Trout cover s adorned
with a reproduction of an original waler colour of the chareh sud ile approach road.
The genereus iltustrations comprize both black and white und colaur pholographs of
hich guality, which faithfuly portray features of this beautifol churely, inctuding the
eolours of the soreen, and of Lw wagon roof, and the Bne fan-vaulting,

Buckfastleigh and Buckfast, praduced by BuekfonsUeigh & Distriet Sociely, «Price
nod given, ) This is basicatly a booklet of uselul inlormation, particulindy aimed for visi-
tors, g includes advertisements, 1L does, howeyver, conlain a eesunne of fcts of histoa-
ieal interest, ubly provided by veteran local historian Wil Jomnl, ane as soch will be
cquadly welcomed by residents and Lthose new Lo the oreas Enegniries to Mr Joine, 93
Oaklands Park. Buckfastleigh, Devon T 11 GBP. el (5361 43612



NEWS FROM LOCAL SOCIETIES

WHIMPLE HISTORY SOCIETY

During 1989 Mra 1Y, Tastall, Curator of Lhe Parish Chest on behall of the Parich
Council, and Mr R.J. Shepherd, who had eoBected o great deal of information on the
village and ereated a file of notes, decided that it would be uszelul to co-ardinate all this
work and pursue turther investigations on a joind basis. As o vesudt of this decision,
several Joead people were conlacted and soon there wis w gread deal ol enthusjausm for
the formatiaon of a specialist group,

Hence, Whimple History Socicty was inatgnvated on 27 September, 1983, The soci-
ety saon veccived the blessing of the Parish Counctl who were pleased Lo see that the
Pavish Chest and all i vecords would besefit from this combined veniure, A trast was
then formed and a set of comprehensive rules drawn up. Throe trustees were appotited
and the grivap was quickly in business.

From these smadl beginnines, to this date we have grown Lo an enthusinstic member-
ship of 44 people with & wide age range and a great vaviety of interests. The society
regularly provides articles for the Whimple Newsletter, These, guite often, pose g ques-
tion which soon receives a response from someone in the village The points roised
invariably lead un to anether topie nud we find that throngh regularly contributing o
this bi-monthly mugagine we are ahic to add conmderable notes to our files,

There is a strong Hnk with Whimple Primary School and we have presented o file of
alf our notes (aboul 40O Ad pages) to Lhe Headmaster, Tn return he has been most co-
operalive in our researeh into education in the vitlage and has oaned us the completr
coection of school log buales and helpad us with preparing infurmation for our exhibi-
Lion on the subjsel. We also help him by giving talks to the ehildren to assist the with
Lheir loeal studies.

Our commibtee members undertake specific resencels projects, individually and with
the assistanee of others in the society, and present their findings to other members at o
special meeting or ol ap open exhibition, Topies covered inctude medical care in the vil-
lage, location education, parish property dating aod a pictorial hislovy of events, build-
ingrs and inhabitants,

Since its inception, the soriety has made extensive use af computers and is carrently
compiling a database cross reforence system to allow ws to vefer quickly o any sur-
nme i our colloction. We lind thal we get requests, pacticularly during the summer,
Fraw vistlors and by mail for information regarding ancestors. Chue main computer
operalor 13 our voungest member, sped 11, who regularly sits af the keyvhoard, accont-
prutted by one of our commitioe members, logging infinemotion from adl the documeats
in Lhe Parish Chest.

Sound recording is also used quite a lot, We have examples of a wedding, o tuneral, a
arel service, handbells and the chureh bells, There is also o lnrge collectian of loeal
personalilies reminisving on thebr experiences in the village, From these very informal
chals, oflen preceded by a'glass of =omething Lo loosen the league, we are able (o col-
loct some very uselul information - and interesting gosaip!

This vear we huave revived the wassailing coremony in the village with tremaendaous
suceess, Despile o vory wet evening and no previous publie advertising, around 70 peo-
ple turned out W enjoy Lhis leaditiomal event wiich was last performed in the village on

G

17 January 1931, A 'locul maiden’ was chosen to be the Wassail Queen and ay
‘Whimple Mayor G moek nsyors was adwavs a key figure in Whimple Wassoiling this
post was also revived. I

All sawtefiers and ephemern aey currently housed by varions committee members in
then houses. This is obviously very inconvenient hath in terms of zpoce in individua
bores and when locating particular items in our collection, We urpgently necd o cendeal
warkshop/storage room (rom which to huse all our activities and the l.‘:;tmnii.t(-:l-} is con-
stanlly on the look-aat lor somewhere suitable.

(Contact: 49 Grove Read, Whirple, Kxeter, Devon BX5 2TP Tol, 0404 829075,

RINGMORE (KINGSBRIDGE) HISTORICAL SQOCIETY

Thiz society was lbrmed on 17 October 19584 with Uthe uhject of eelucting, recording., pre-
seeving and providing safe keeping far documents, pictures and tapes aboul Ringmore
Manor and the parish of Ringmere. Bescarch and publishing are included o our brief
and, in T486, we produced 2 booklet ‘A Walk Reund The Village OF Ringmare [n The
Houth Hams (vovised L40] ), -

We built on winrk shich had alveady been done locally, icluding: an excetlont sl of
slides of old Rimwmore and ils past inhabitants and we try to link aur history to pic-
Luves anud voices af people and their writings. Family fives of the Randle and Coker
familivs have been worked out. We have eopied alb ouwe chureh vecords and we get g
number ol enguiries about (hese. We dre now waorking an the momuments in owr chureh
yard.

We have recently completed a Parish Check List for the Peyven County Sites and
Monuments Register,

We have had cagrmous help from Dartington Rural Arelive; Bevon Rovord Offiee;
l_')tr\-‘(m Studices Libravy and many of the organisations, ineluding the Dovan Flistory
Sveiely, which como under the hats worn by Sheila Stivling, )

Prebendary 120 Hingeston Randolph and his san wore Rectors of this Pavish for 75
years aaud they have let us a wealth of tnlurmation, including phatographs of life in o
Victorian rectory. Amony the writings is o small book *Revovds of A Rocky Shore: or
Annals of our Village No T Our Sextons” [ vou can bear witly the flowery ]a'n;;.{u:{;.fe, it is
fascinading reading. Rev Hingeston Randolph intended (o write ‘Ne 2 Our Chuveh’ and
wo halisve we have some of the material intended for this in articles wiitten tor the
Suleombe Pavish Maguzine and reprinted in the Kingsbrdge Garzotte of 1886-1880
under the tttke of *Ep and Down the Deanery' by the Rural Dean. We want to republish
tiis material, at least for loval consumption, but woutd like to know it o wider intorest
would justify more than a phote-print issue. Views on this would be very weleome,

Lt Col G0 Grimshaw Chaianan Db H. Parry, Seeretary

.-\"I_'lddit- Wanar Nodden Farmhonae
Hingmore Ringmore
N Kingshridge Nr Kingshricge
TCT AHL, TQT AHE
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EXMOUTH HISTORICAL & ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

A revently-joined corpovate member of Lhe Devon Histery Sociely, the Exmouth
Historical & Archasologicad Socinty is oue of several similar societies in Exmouth.
[ecause the ollier soeiclivs: the Exmouth Sociely. the Friemds of Exmouth Museum,
and the BExmouth Family History Socicty all nndertake research work, Lhe new forma-
tion is more a social group, writes its Heon Seeretary, Mes Jeanne Mallett, The E.H. &
AL Socieby arranges Lalks for members for six months of the year and outings of histore
wad in Lerest duri-n;: the surmmer months, Meetings for (he remainder of 1993 comprize
A4 Oelober The archaeology of the eavty chiarch from Rome to SW Britan,
{Professor ML Taddd
1 November  [lnstrated history of English garden design. (Mr KSpackmant,
6 Decomber Annual lunch. . .
Mectins are held at Glenorchy Chureh HaH al 7.30pm. Membership subscription s
£2.50 per apnum and nop-members are weleone at any meelings for an entranee fee of
a0p.
Clontact: Mrs J. Mallett, 26 Maristow Avenue, Exmouth, Devon BXR L

iy eedt ocal societies: You are invited o send in items of news relating Ly activities,
special interests, subjects of research Nocal musewms o artefacts, ete. oy publication
in The Devon Historian. The FBditor will be delighted Lo recetve them.

A RAMBLE ON DARTMOOR
A copy of i article taken from The Gentlenen’s Magazine fonr May 1790,

A mup for guided must be a very convenient, uselul, and agreeable companion t.r)’
straueets in all moor-cxeursions, and the sketeh we had of Donn's map of thie counky of
l_)u\'m: wis cortainly of very great use to ust vet we did nol find it so complite and swre
a pude as we had Been led to imaging nor wos it easy o find obgects t.hm'tlll)j,:'. HUPPUS-
ingz ihew to have been laid down with peripieaity and acenvaey: poither is il ﬁfwa_l\’s
practicable 1o travel in a diveet ling, and troublesome, particularly on horseback, in
anfaveurable wendher, ta refor to u map and gake bearings by it The distanee of places
on the Moor appear to lie considerably greater than we suppuscd from mtzm-:m‘inf:f an
the map in a straipht Hoes this posstbly may avise from the vising and falling of the

ground; Cranmere pood appedring to be o little more than six miles from the town of

Lidlord per map, whuereas we found it near ten miles: and, after passing Linx ’[\:n-, wig
expected to have met with it in the course of an houar, but were much dwu|);}mntf{(i,
There are also many tors and brooks uet noticed in the map, particularly e adja-
cent to Ling Tar, hearing the names of Beattare, Sharptory, and Haretorr: rom which
cireunstance wo found ionot an easy matter to ascertain those which are inferred in
the map. and we doubted whether they arve luid down exacl. From every apprarane,
wie were stronglyv ted Lo believe the unknown river we moet with in our tract from
Lidlored, in search of Cranmere pook. wos the West Okement: the valley and the
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Gentleman’s feat, which answeas Lo the situation ol Seohchester, seem Lo make il pretty
elear; however, i so, the course of Lhe river must be more carvilivear Lhan the map
expresses it, otherwise we must have gained sight of it o second Lima, Returning o Blde
to the Bast of Kevbeam tin-work, we arossed o braak, not noticed on the map. called
itattle brook, which we judged Lo Gall into U viver Tavy vistng South of oure outward
track. as we huve no reeollection of meeting with any such. Then proeeeding Drom
Pavistoek on the Exeler road, we foand the house ai Merrivit bridge, known by the
name of Davemoor Inn on the Novthern =ide instead of the Southern, The river
Watlchan is not named in the map, branching off o the vight a litle to the East of
Mervvivil bridae, could nol be {found, or is so inconsiderable thal we did nol nolice it.
Twn-Bridges s i lact bl ope eidge of that name with two arches, e steeans meet.-
ing above the ridge, and not below it North of the road, o e 1o the west of Two-
ridges, 1 a neat house, called Berodon. A Hille to the Bast of Two-BRridges a1 great
vzl turns off fowards Ashburion, which passes by Dunnabridge pound, and thenee to
Newbridge. The road is taken no notice of in the map. Crockern Torr, which anvane
waukd suppose impossible In pass over, s neither conspieuouns from the road, nor so
vusy Lo be ascertained by a stranger, as it seems to be hy the map, Exactly in the silua-
tiun where we expected to find it a swall Lorr raises his head, which we looked upon Lo
be too inconsiderahle ta be fixed on for the geat of a stannary parliament; and we
Judged the next Lorr, about a quarter of a mile to the Novth ol if, W be the one we were
in search of. On evoguiry we lbund i to be true, For tirther salisfaction, we examined
two or thyee of the ees Gowther Lo the Novthward, The Iast ol suchostands vather North
of Wistman's wontl, high aud conspicunous, and must be that ealled o the muap Longle
Torr tredge Longabeer Tore); but there are two other torra between Lhis last and
Crockern Tore left out. Wistmans wood appenrs Lo be nearer the river Dact than it
geerns to be o the map, A litthe (o the West of Dunnabridge pound, on the Ashbureten
voaed, is o gateway on the Soulh leading te a seal called Prinee’s hatl, betonging u Mr
Justice DuHer. Herve, [ am informed tsines wreitiog the lormer part of this vaomblic), the
table, seais, &e, belonging to the Stannary pactiament at Crockern Torr, e removed
by the laie propeietor, a M Gablet, and st remain, Rast of Dunnabridge pound theve
appzars, to the South of the road, a new atome bridge, called Hexworthy bridge, and a
Pretty eonsiderable farm, ealled Huggaby, The Dart river, which we lorded just below
Coombestone recls, we wore tald was Lhe West Dart, The Fast Dart viver, falling into it
from the Nevthward neav Buekdand, is not insected in the yap, The tittle hillocks in
the map, which we imagined wers intended to denote boundstones, vepresent, as we
found, piles of blnck wond swhich resemble therm, and sbound in that part of the woar,
From information, we undervstand thal the river Aune (which emptics itselt into
Bigbury Bay} rises not Ly From Fox Forr: and, indeed, W seems probable that its =euree
i farther up than the map carvies it, being by the same not above three miles above
Brent bridge, where Lhe strean seems too considerable tor so short a cowrse. AL the
head of this viver there 15 2 very dangerous hog of some bigness, called Aune-head
Mires, which can never he evossed even on fooi. [Dany cattle stray onto 11, they are
irrecoverably lost, Tradition says, a man on horsehaek unfortunately sunk in this hog
aone yvears sinee, and have never been since {ound. | bog hove to inform your cacve-
gpemdent Tneompertus, that, during my Ramble on Dartmoor, sor in the excursions
gince in the same wild,  have never met with the single vellow vase growing sponta-
neously, and suppose the plants seen by him on Exmoor Lo derive their origin from
seeds earvied thither by bivds oc hoisterows winds, from some neighbovring garden, as
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