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THE CHURCH MILITANT BUT NOT ALWAYS
TRIUMPHANT: A RECONSIDERATION OF HENRY
PHILLPOTTS, BISHOP OF EXETER, 1830-18G9

John Tyerman Williams

An Aonglicaa bizhap who, by clear tnplication, excammunicates the Archbishop of
Canterbury is a vemarkable phenomenon. Yet thisis what Bishop Phillpotis did ot the
end of the celebrated Gorbam ecase whon he wrote, 'In the name of the FHoly Trinity.
Awmen, We Henry, by Divine pevmisgion Bishop of Exeter || | do hereby renounee angd
vepudiate all communton with anyene, be he who he may, who shall . . . inslitote the
said George Cornelius Gorham ns aforesaid. !

This excommunication relerred divectly o the clergyman the Archbishop Sumnner
gent to institute Gorham after Phillpotts had refused te do so. But the excommunica-
Lion of the agent could bardly fail Lo refer back to bis principal. As we shall ses,
Phillpotts's attitude heve was typical of his combative approach and his refusal Lo
aceept any infringement of what he considered his legitimate authaority as hishop in his
own diocese? The importance of the Gorbam case of courge extended far beyond the
bouneds of any one dioeese. Tt was a test case [or oll the evangelical elergy in the Church
of Bngland and was the immediate cauasie of a stall but distinguished exodus from that
church to Rome.

The conflict began in 1847, when Mr Gorham was offered the living of Bramplord
Speke.® The living was in the pitt of the Crown but it lay in the Diocese of Txoter,
Phillpotts was already suspicious of Gorbam's orthodoxy and refused to sign the beces-
sary testimonial until he hael examined him. In fact Gorham had Lo take bwo examing-
tions and answer 149 questions. Three were vital to the ensuiny coutroversy. Numbers
5, 6 and 7, on bantismal regeneration, eliciled Gorbam's helief thal baplism conveyed
vrace enly wlhen worthily received. That 13, it was a conditional sign needing to be val-
iduted by fulure regeneration. To high charebmen. haptism conveyed grace uneondi-
tienally. This was one of the chiel poinls at f#ste between the svangelicals and their
Aunglican apponents, especially Ltheir high chureh opponents. Phillpotts judged that
Ciorhands position was hevetical; that iy, contrary to the teachings of the Chureh of
Englund. He thercfore refused to institule him to his lving, Govham appealed to the
highest ecelegiastien] tribunal, the Couwrt of Avches. On 2 August 18, the Dean of
Avches decided in favour of Phillpatls. Gorham appealed again; this time Lo the
Judicial Committer of the Privy Council,

By now Lhe case had vaused national interest, The Evangelical movement strongly
supported CGorham, for his doctrine of baptismal repeneration was theirs, wod if he
were eondemuned, their position inside the Chuvel ol BEnagland would be unienable.
Thoroughgoing Evangelicals were o minority, but they were now supported by atl those
whn disliked clerical authority, feared Tractarians, or disliked the militaont Phillpotts,
nol. to mention those who could not understand what the cuntroversy was all about,

tinally, on 8 March 1850, the Judiciad Commuttes of the Privy Council published ita
dociston. Ity pudgment stressed that it was in no way deciding on the theological yaes-
fion of whether Gorham's vicws swere orthodox, hut only and exclusively on the legal
vriestion of whether they woere clearly incompatible with the tormularies of the Church
of England. The committee decided that Gorham's poesition was not clearly incompadti-




ble in this way. B thevefore reversed the decision of the Court o Arches. ‘This deeision
secured Lhe position of the BEvangehoals within the Chaeh of England, hut it presented
a painful problem to Tractarians und indeed Lo all the high ehureh poarty. lu the Best
place, it liceused Angliean clergy (o toach a dactrine that Tractarians and their athios
abhorred. Bven worse, whatever disclaimers the judicial commitiee had made. it
seerned clear that the ulbimate practical authovily in doctrinal matters helonged o o
lay body whose members might not be Anglicans, and in the futire might not even be
Clistions of any sort.

They protested. They held meotings, Phillpotts, with his love of litigation, searched
tor legal loopholes. AJlin vain. Most, with varying degreees of discomfort, rosigned
themselves Lo the situation. A few found it intolerable and subwitied ta the Roman
Chureh. Strikingly, these ineluded vwa sons, Roberl and Henry, of Lhe most famous of
cariter Evangelicals, William Wilberforee, TU s also noloworthy that it was Mes Robert
Wilberfaree wha showed her husband the way, But the greatest of tiose whem the
Corham judgment drove to Rome was Archdesean Manning, On 6 April 15510 he was
recetved into the Church of Rome, thus taking the first stop that eventually led him to
ho Archbishop of Westminster and a Coordinal?

For ‘Ieney ol Exeter’ himself there was never any question of *Poping’, though his
chaplain, William Maskell, was an carly seceder. As we have seen, Phillpolts remained
intransigent. Seven years luter, he published o pastoral letter where he quoted the con-
demnation by the thivd counedl of Ephesus of those who denicd 'the spivilual regenera-
Lian of baptized infants in and by Baptism.’ The hishop added that the Luaw of
England, both ecelesiastical and tewporal, adjudped to be hevesy’ whatevey was can-
demned as hevetienl by that council.” Unsurprisingly, relations hetwaon the eventuadby
instituted Mr Govhiun and his bishop were deaidedly prickly, Happily there was o [nad
recongiliation, at Gorham's initiative, when he was dving ®

Although Phillpoits lost his battle against Gorbam, he remained obdurate in refus-
ing to institute other elevgymen whose baptismal doctrines he disapproved. And
nobody else dared to visk o Yong and costly legal batlle with i man whe, acecording to
fiis son, spent bebween £20,000 and 0000 in ovsuits, As a standard of comparison,
when Phillpotes was appointed Bishap of Bxeter, the episcopal income was anly £2,700

noyoar’

The nriiitant churchman

Five years after the Gorham case, Anthony Trollope published The Warden, At the
heginning ol chapler vidi, he gives a deseription of Archdeacon Grantley’s threo sens,
These are generally accepred ag pictures of three contemporary bishops: the eldest,
Charles, of Charles James Blamfield, Bishop of London, the great administrative
reformer: the younvest, Samuel, ‘dear hillle Soapy’, of Samucel Wilbevtorce, Bishop of
Oxtord, then of Winchester, also known as “Soapy’ or ‘Slippery’ Sam. [u the middle
qame Henry, ‘He was 2 most conragrenus lad L other boys would fight whew they had a
legr to stand m, butl he would fight with no leg at all L. Henry never gave in, was never
wenry of the baltle . His relations conld not but admire his ptock, but they some-
times were fivced to regret thal he was inelined to be a bully’ Hix pugnacity shows in
Bis porbraits as well as in his actions, A povtrait in early manhond looks steikingly
haudsmmne, though cearly dominant and even denunecring. A photograph taken o hes
obd age shows a bulge heneath s lower lip that sugrests yeurs of vigorously projected
polemic,
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The militent Tory

Leng bafore the Gorham case, Phillpatts was one of the mosl controversial figures in
the Chureh of England, An unconypromising high Tory, he had writton in defence of the
govertunent in its most unpopuelor measures: the poor law of 1819, the continuation of
the Test acl, Peterloo, the case of Queen Covoeline.”™ Bven when he did aceept change he
was eyually controversial, The more extreme appenents of Catholic emancipation
attacked him ms o teaitor when he conlinued to support Peel — also eonsidered a trailor
Lo the profestant cause - as Lory candidate for Oxford. EHe reached the height ol his
unpopularity afier the Lords defeated Grey's Reform Bl which had passed the
Commons. An Exetor mob attacked hig palace, which was garvisoned by meu of the Tth
Yeomanry.!

How fair was this hoestility? OF his defence ol unpopular governmeat measures, no
mare can be said than Lhat he gave vigarous expression to the accepted views of his
party. The charge of deserling his principles an Catholic emaneipation was vertainly
unjust, His correspondence with Wellington, then Prime Minister, shows that he had
not oppused emaneipation absolutely. He aceepted it reluctantly, though he did urpe
salepunrds and continued to eriticise the government fur failing Lo provide them.'" This
was adeguate justification for his support of Peel, though he also argued that Peel was
a good member [ur OxFord and that it was foolish to diseard him because of disagree-
mett on one issue, however important., His unpopularvity over the Reform Bill was
understandable, but it was shared by the bishops as o budy, The Lovds had defeated
Groy's bill by forty-one votes. 10 was known that twenty-one bishops had voled against
it. Radieals were quick to point out that the Bill would have passed had these highops
voted the other way, At a meeting in Regent’s Park, the chatrman, Joseph Hume,
recoived o large p{a;:urcl saying, ‘Eoglishmen - remember it was the bishops, and the
bishops only. whase vole decided the fate of the Reform Bill!!

For a time. the bishops were the most hated group in England. Many were mobbed
or insulted, On Luy Fawkes day 1831, an elfigy of the Jocal hishap often replaced Lhe
traditional (Guy Fawkes or Pope. AL Clerkenwell all twenly-one were burnt. A Lopieal
version of the old song went —

Rementher, remember
Thiat Gad ix the sender
Or every gift unto man:
But ihe devil, to spite us
Sent fellows with mutees
Who reb us of a1l that they can.'?

The reforming bishap

Reactionary though Dhillpotts was in polities, his reign as a bizhop has been
deseribed as an ceclisiastical reform of the most drastic kind. ™ His principal aims
were to enforee clerical residence, to inprove elerieal training. to suppress clerieal
hunting. and to reduce his unwicldy diocese by the establishment of o sepurate diocese
for Cornwall. In all his efforts, he had the disadvantage of being a high churchman in a
Jow chureh dincese, and a disciplinarian in a lax one. Given the situation, he achicved
remarkable success. Most ohviously sueeusstul was his war against elerical absen.
teeism. When he lirst came to his diocese in 1830, 92 incumbents were non-resident: at
his death in 1869, there were only twelve, 17 His veside or resign’ motto was clearly
mare than a mere slogan,



Cloviead training

His campaign [or a more vigorous and professional elerieal educntion wis rather less
suceessfud, though equatly prolonged. As carly as 1833, his Primary Charge urged the
setbing up of ‘an institution tn the nature of o schuot of Thealogy’. This was Lo Le
attached Lo the Cathedrul Chapter. In it candidates for Haly Orders mighi be vequired
ta reside for one or Lwo years aller they had left university and immediately beliae
their ordination. thus acquiring the knowledge necessary fo their holy voeation and
giving testimmony of thetr fitness {or L by theit previous conduet under the immediale
aye ol the I)ishup.”‘ o his charge off 1839, he wrote, ‘Gt has been gratitving Lo abserve,
particulnrly in the younger portion of the chergy, o manifest and great increase in zeal
in the prosceution of theological studies, ¥ )

In 1861 he actually started a theological eollege in Exeler, funding it out of hig owa
incotne, Lacking residential acconunodation vl with too few students, it ended in
1467, He bequeathed £101.204 for "Phillpotts Studentships”. postgeaduate scholarships
uf £50 p.a. to be held tbr une or two yoara at Oxford or Cambridge, '

Although his zeal tor elerical excellence was admivable, he somctimes expressed in a
highly abrasive manner. The Revd W.HL Tharmton recorded how Phillpoits advised him
after his owu ovditation, “Young man. I suppuse you will be wanting to preach. 1 wish
for one year [ coutd silence you altopether, but T eannat, ws there ave two ehwrches to be
sorved. You wonld like also, [ davesay, to preach your own sermons, and this, no doubd,
would be exeellent practice for you; it think, sir. of the inconeeivalle sufforings you
would wnflict on your wndortunate hearevs, No, for the Brst vear [ command you never
to preach if you can help so daing, and when you cannol. selecl one of Bishop
Andrewes' sermaons. it would tadee an hour to deliver, bransiate it into modern English,
cut it down to twenty minutes, and however much you may bungle over it, you cannot
do mueh harm by your cdumsiness.” Unsurprisiogly, Thornton disregaeded this advice,
Indeed he said that though Phillpotts was the only man he had ever feared, he did not
entirely vespect him because he had warned deacons nat to dance. while his own cleri-
cal son was givinyg o bait.™

The efincese of Truro

Ascarly as 1842, Phillpotts wrged thal Cornwall should have a separate diocese, and
offered to survender £L000 of bis own tncome to endow Kenwyn Rectory as the lubure
bishep's vesidence. Later he agreed to hand over his Cornish patronage to the new dio-
cese when #oshould be Gormed, and he retained a 0th canonry for Exeler o be trans-
fevred in due time to Teara, As a final gestuce. be lel his valuable library to the clergy
of Cornwall. This eollection, the Phillpotis Library, is now kept in Trure.'? 'To app!‘ur;’i-
ate how radieal was Phillpottss proposal for a Cornish bishopric, we must realise that
i s time only one new English diacese had been created since teney VIIL Even this
solitary exception (Ripon, 18361 was less vevolutionary than Phillpotts” sinee it did not
increase the pumber of sees, as the hitherto separate bishoprics of Bristol and
Gloucester were united at the same time.

The war vgainst fuading porsons

Philipotts was less suceesatul, though equally pevaistent, in his campaign against
clerical toxhunting, There were of course many hunting clevgy all over England, bul
the Diocese of Exeter had a particularly large nomber. In 1830, tiere were twonty who
kept Ltheir own honnds, apard from the much greater numboer who foliowed them.?" Just
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after Phitlpetls arvival, when he was touring his diocese Logether with his chaplain. he
passed a hunt and notieed the large nunber of black coats wnong the viders. Tle
cxelaimed in horror thal there must have been some terrible epidemic to explain so
many mowners. His chaplain was Loo disereot to tell him that these men were wearing
black conts. ustead of the usual hunting searlet, nol hecause they were in mowrning
but because they were clergymen,

Amony the many bunling parsens with whom Phillpotts waged unrelenting but
Lnsuecesstil wi was the most famons of ther all: the Hevd John Russell. whise name
still lives in the breed af Jack Hussell Lerviers. The bishop’s Brst impression of Rossell
was favourable, His dinry entry for 10 July 1831 ealls Russell, ‘a fine young man. said
L be active and useful as o Clergyman, a good preacher® Phillpatis continued to
admite Russell as a preacher, even when he condemned his hunting. Indeed, he criti-
cised Russell's hunting partly because he feared il would wenken the effect of his
preaching. On one oceagion, alter hearing Hussell preach, he p mised Lhe sermon warm-
Iy at tuncheon. A lady ‘neacly connecterdt witl the preacher and very well knowi as a
rider in the hunting figld, said, “Yes, my lord, yes, Mr Russell is very good in the wood
fthe pulpits, but | should like your lordship Lo see him in the pigskin (the saddler™ T LE,
s one suspects, the lady was Penelope Russell, she wnos clearly as daring at the lun-
cheon table as in the hunting field.

Jeck Fronde: viear extraordinnry

Another hunting parson in the diocese was the notorious Jack Froude, of whom his
surcessur as viear of Knewstone said he appewred to have eotamitted eviry cvime in the
calendar. Pact wnd Getion are hard Lo disentanygle in accounts of Froude, all the more
hecauge he fignred, os the 2lmost literally satanic Purson Chowne, in R.D. Blackmore's
vamanee., The Meid uf Sker. Among more serious vitlainies, he is here described as dig-
wing a kind of elephant trap for the coach of the visiting bishop** Other stovies. sup-
pusedly move (aclual, show Froude turning back an attemptod visit from Phillpotes by
gotting his housekeeper Lo sav ber master had typhus Tever. Another version has
Froude morely shamming a bad eotd, which, he said, made him ‘deal as o haddock’
Froude's unwavering pretence of deafness, aceompanicd by repeatled oflers of brz—mdy
and water, ‘hot and stvoug’, eventually foreed the hattled Phillpotts to retive ™ Yet
Phillpotts’s own aceounh of 2 visit is quite unsensatiunal. True, Froudi: was il in b,
bt theve is no suggestion that Phillpotts was vither suspicious or displeased. *Church
paad — house fair, e wrote. Though he did exclaim at the fox-hrush bell-pulls, OF
convse, this entry was in 1831, while the other stories may vefer ta later visits, after
Philipotis had tearned more of Froude's reputation.™

Froude wis exceptional, even if his reputation was unfairly Dlackened, t Phillpotts
found many of his clergy unsatisfactory. Whew he was getting to know them. his diary
is full of hi‘ghl_v critieal remarks. Non-residence, weakness and incapaeity are the most
common eomplaints, and theve is one admitied case of incontinence. [nadequate Lessti-
monials {character references needed by ordinandss and oo meagre salaries also
caused difficultics. Tt is also noteworthy that though Phillpotts was a stroug high-
churchman, he praised several Evangelical clergy For their zeal ™ The slovenly attitude
of some of his clergy shows up in their letters ta him, These are olten badly written and
untidily laid out, on what are hardly move than seraps of paper. This is adl the more
striking as many af them are requests for preferment or some kind of Favour. Phillpotts
would have been quite justified in dropping them, unanswered, in his wastepaper bas-




ket Instead, he usually answerved promplly and politely ™

Phillpotts and high clurch doctrine

Doctrinatly, Phillpotis was primarily a highchurchman of the pre-Tractavian school,
Though often classed as an Auglo-Catholic, he never adopled Lhis lahel himself. He
accepted some of the specitically Anglo-Catholic doctrines while rejecting others. Thus
he enndemued the invocation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints on the grounds
that theve was no adequate reason to believe they took coguizance of earthly affairs,
und that invecation encouraged idolatry. Ele also, by clear implication, rejecied 'the
Remish doctrine of Purgatory’. Az he also condemned Nowman'’s Theet XC, which dis-
tingmished the Romish from the Lruly Catholic Doctrine, this implied rejection of pur-
gatory as such,

On the other hand, he defended and supported Miss Sellans sisterhond in Plymouth,
which its opponents attacked as a erypto-Popish nunnery. On aarvicalar confession, he
judged that the Chureh of England discouraged but did nut forbid it.* On the central
matier of the BEucharist, Phillpotts’s position sevms to have varied considavably. In
many of his oflicial pronvuncements, he assevts the doctrine of the Keal Fresence of
Christ in the Eucharist, yel in others he states what his biographer, the Revd Dr
G.0.B. Davies, calls an almost ‘receptionist’ position, writing that ‘the real presence is
in the soul of the communicant’ ™ This mux have been because this statement was
made in cantroversy with the Romar Cathalic Charles Butler, and a controversialist
generatly stresses differences vather than similarities; especially when he is Phillpolts.
Yot thirty-two years later, in his pastoral letter of 1857 he seems o vevert to receplion-
ism, though he qualifies this by adding that Christ is present in the Eucharist but that
how is & mystery.

Daspite these vacillations, Phillpotts, on the whole, moved nearer to the Tractavian
positiont ont Lhe Real Presonce. His long (riendship with Posey may have influenced him
here, as his strongest statements of support for the Tractavian position come in com-
ments on Pusey. In 1844, he said he ‘saw nothing to censure’ in Pusey's University
Sermon on the Eucharist, for which Pusey was suspended from preaching fr two
yvears, In 1855, he ‘cordially approved’ Pusey's Dactrine of the Real Presence as con-
teined in the Fathers. Perhaps the nearvest we can come to his settled belief was his
statement in 1854: “That the Bady and Blood of Christ are really and specially present
in the Hoty Buchavist, T must entively believe .. What that real presenece .. 15 .,
whether it be nor a presence altogether sui generis .. a presence which no tongue of
man can deseribe, no intelleel comprehend | . . are guestions, which { submil to the
sober minded, [ will not say to he determined, but to be pondered with awe and rever-
ence and hwinble thankfulness ™

Phillpotts made one more impartant confession of his Bucharistie betiefs, An undat-
ed statement in Exeter Cathedral archives begins dramatically, 'If this address shall
ever reach you, it will net be untill 1si¢) the pen which writes — and the mind wh. dic-
tates it shall be arrested by death.” The handwriting ot the beginning of Lhis decument,
is extremely shaky, giving visual confirmation to the words. It gets noticeably firmer as
the document goes on. After six pages, it ends abrugtly. Most of it deals with his
FBucharistic beliefs. e reaffirms his belief in the veal presence but emphasizes that
‘real’ doos not mean ‘physical’. ‘Nothing so gross can be concetved' as to suppose "we
may tear hiz fesh with our teeth, and take his blood inte our mouths, and submit both
one and the pther to our instruments of digestion . The words (of Christ at the Lasl
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Supper) must be understood in a sense accommaodated to the ignorance and nfirmity of
our natyre.™

Suneing up

Lauking back at the end of his episcopacy. Phillpotts rejoiced in the great improve-
ment in clevieal standavds that had taken place during his lifetime. As ‘s remoddlar off
the episcopicy’, he deserves considerable evedit (or Uhis inpravement. Eive years beforoe
his death. The Charchiman’s Family Magazine published an article on Phillpotis,
which said he ‘exttibited a greater degree of fiery churchmanship than has, pevhaps,
been manifested sipce Flildebrand.” On the next page, it added, he mast probably looks
to a distant generation fov 2 calm and exact measure of justice.™

Well over o century after his death, our genevation should be sufficiently distant to
give him that measure.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF DEVON AGRICULTURE IN THE
EARLY MODERN PERIOD

Ann Shecidan

Fhave been tn all Lthe counties of England, and | think the husbandry of Devonshive Lhe
besl.”? This praise fram Oliver Cromwell must bave heen echoed by many prospering sev-
enteenth-rentury Devon Farmenrs, though few may hive had opportunity or wish o travel
o enough to canliem it. Hoskins peints oud, no daubt without wishing to denigrate the
elaim, that the countryside around Crediton and Exeter was probably as much of Devon
as Cromwell would have seen On the moors and in the uplinds, farmers would have
fared little betler than their counterparts in olher regions.

I the lusher parts of Devon, through the judicious exchange ol sirips, the medieval
pattern of open fields and communal farming was gradually giving way to the consolida-
Liom ol manorial holdings indo closes, By the seventesnth century, theve were only seat-
tered survivals of the open-field landscape. Yeoman farmers who had acquired groups of
strips around their fiemsteads were able Lo wink them mors profitably than their previ-
ously seativred portions. Banking and hedging the newly erealed {elds provided shelter
lor stock as well as containiog them, and allowed for controlled movement from Held to
ffeld as grazing was depleted. Thday, fow pockets remain to illustzate those tield patterns,
‘Eneclosures” have been opened up o make way for the hrsader acreages demanded by
lnereasingty targe agricultural machinery. The Grent Field al Braunton is the only
notable survival in Devan of medieval pre-enclosuve Buming practice.

Work on thr demeste lands had continued woell into the sixteenth century. The grant.
g of leases developod ag landlords sought {oss fabour-intensive wavs of running their
eslades, Foding it preferable to set an annual rent plus aoguite considerahle entey fne for
u threedives’ term? On roversion of sy of those named, a further Bne waould be charged.
This changing pattern [rom vast demesne lands, with open Helds communally warked, Lo
enclosed and enfarged Dulividual farms enabled prospering yeomen to hegin improving
{hedr dwelling houses and buildgs, Wheve, traditionally, one end of a Devon longhonse
had been used for pver-wintering catile, the wealthy now built separate byres and the
shippons wore vonverted inke additional living space fue the family.

Ag well as denying rights of common grazing, concentrated ‘enclosures” meint fewer
tabourers need b omploved. Cheistopher Hill considers this a pasailile Faeior in the
‘valastrophic fall in the living standirds af the rural poor during e sixteenth century?
Papulation growth also contributed ta the surplus of labeurers, and the effect of
inevituble lowering of waue lovels was compounded by rising foad prices.

The climate and geolugy dictated land vse as predominantly pastoral, though the pooe-
er subsistence farmers worked both pastoral and arable in order Lo provide a mininum
for ther pwn needs and w pay their tithes in dad, The more fortunale vesmen iaproved
their holdings, tncorporaling waste and reclaiming marshy land. Where vushos grew, the
wet lond was dratned and treated with soap azhes and Hme. On higher lund. the mead-
ows wore Hoated” (Booded temporarily) by o channelled tervacing svstem and, on the
fower #lopes, by damming stz and diverting rivalets acress the pastures to ink up
willy and renew the streams’ tlow, By these carefully judged practices, farmors could
ensure an earlien, better and greater grass yield. This vicher feed was said to produce
sheep with ‘conrvser and longer wool, though more ol it Devon sheep, however, remained
shore-woolled, their Heeces well suited to the Joeul kevsey trade. When serges, o ‘perpet-
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uanns, were introduced in the gacly seventeenth centiney, the shorl-stapled Devon waol
was used for the welt with longer=taple heing braught in for he warp, It was the eigh-
teenth century before long-waolled Heoces were produced in Devon and, by then. the ¢iath
trade in the region was neglighle, One ol ils assets had been the provision of additional
ineome to ‘atb-warkers', cotlagers and poarer (armers who spuan, cavded and weaved for
the cloth trade in then own homes,

Where the elfects of the plagues had decimiated the band in the fourteenth and filtesnth
centurices, the population explosion of the seventeenth century caused a great upsurge in
Farming production and wealth, though such benefits continued o by-pass the labouring
poor, Mare food was needed far the developing towns and suburbs, and Devon farmers
saught to increase their cultivation of wheal, barley and rve to meet Lhis growing
demand, Wheve suitable, pasture wiss switched to arable. Beat-burning, also known as
‘denshiving’, was a0 praciical method of converting grass to crop-growing, The turf was
skimmed off with a plough, paring shavel o beat-axe, he grass burned and the resultant,
ash wsed to tertilise the uncavered soil. The Devon plough was a ‘one-way’ implement
which couted turn the furrow 1o left or to right 5 This was partieularly suited Lo small field
enltivadion and an steep hills. Oxea were stilk used for ploughing, and this continued in
somee parts well into the eighteenth contury, Although horses were said 1o de fowr thmes
as muel work as oxen’[" they were mare costiy to feed and seem (o have been used mostly
as pacle-animata, carrying farmer and goods to market.

In addition to fortiliser from beai-buahing, several forms of manaring were employved.
Caleilereons marv] was dug to lighten olay soils. Where sandy soil was the problem, a
more clavey version was used, Marlpits Lane at Floniton is one reminder of these dig-
gings, Liming was alsoan impartant. factor, Hoskins writes: "'Wherever there were stand-
ing pools, they threw in dung and lime, sriveed i with a staff, and carried the rich mix-
tare throngh their felds and meadows " Stanes indicates that sledges were used on very
steep b, and soil seooped op to the Lops af hilly fields after cultivation.” Besides animal
dung, the: houschold's might-soil” was not wasted, and Uhis was alse obtained from the
Lowns. Little wis promounced useless in ihat near selfsafficient age. Farmland within
veasonable careving distmce ol the const was treated with seaweed, and sen-sanding was
another method of Bghtening heavy soil.

Apple orchards had always Iormed a poart of laned use, each farmer making his own
cider and olten using it as pavment in kind for casual fabour Timber was in relatively
short supply in Devon and was therefore considered o vaduable commodily. Woods were
coppiced. slakes and palings made, and bedpe trimmings, gorse and peal used {or {uel. In
the latter part of the period, markel gardening was developed and peas and beans
became less of a luxury, Grass-seed was sold at Exeler, nolably vye-grass, and clover and
hieerne were introduced for pasture.

Contempavary accounts give some idea ol the farming landscape, amd of the impor-
tance attached to certain aspects of 1. Writing in the early sisteenth ecntury, Jabin
Leland found *Al the Ground hetwixt Modbryd and Totenes plentiful of goad Crrvsse, Carn
and Woodde™ ¥ and "hetwixt Bxcostor and Ovideton exceding lair Corn, Cresse and
Wood™.!" Other writera, such as Hooker, praised the shire in it entirety:

Lo T eoow that all ;e most part of other proviness be vich md profitable and stoved,
somme with corn and eattle, some with fruaits, and some with sheop and wool, and some
with one commodily or another. But vet generally they cannot compare so many as
Lhis little corner yieldeth in sundry respects, both tor the public wealth and private
profit, and specially for coru and cattle, for cloth and wool, Tor tin and metals, and for
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fish and sea commodities, all of which out of this county have passaged into all
nations, and he very bonoficial to the wide commuonwealth ™

In 1895, Celin Fiennes ‘entered into Devonshive 5 mile off from Wellingtou” and saw 'a
vast prospect . . . farge tracks of grounds full of enclosures, good grass and corn heset
with quicksetts and hedge vows’.!® Quicksets were saplings planted to form a living
fence’, annually layered to strengthen it

Evidence to complement such impressions of the agricultural scene van be gleanad
from surviving decuments, from manorial and hundreds court volls, from calendars of
inquisitions post mortem. and from probate inventories. Listings of live- and dead-stock
and the appurlenances of Lhe houschold indicale the wealth of the deceased s well as
something of his farming capacity. [t can also be judged whether out-work had been
taken in as necessity or the spinning and weaving confined to the houehold's own
requirements,

Estate papers yield further elues. The Actands are said to have built their estates from
heginuings as medieval ‘freeholders’, holding Jand on secage tenure which involved cor-
tain obligations to the Bishop of Exeler, then lord of the maner, as well as the ten
shillings annual rent. Some freeholders paid as little as one pommy or o half-penny a year.
These frechold’ lands were often then sub-let for higher pnyments than the eriginal char-
Ler termis entailed. The practice continued through the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies. Extant leases show the entry fines and annual venis pnid. Restrictions were olien
imposed on the utilisation of the rented land. Landlords sought guarantee that il would
be preserved in good heavrt througheut the term of each lease. no matter whether it was
for Lhros Hves with right of reversion or for ninety-nine years.

It would seem that the ‘agricultural revolution of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies, which Eric Kerridge argues took place thronghout England, was rellected only
lightly in Devon's farming development. Indeed, whilst quoting Kerridge, Joan Thirsk
warns of ‘the impossibility of measuring agricultural change in the past in a totally satis-
factory way . . . every region proceeded at its own pace . . . determined by the natural
agricultural attributes of each area ... Most of all .. . to the cronemic opportunities
afforded by the markets, and by the transport facilities then availuble to reach these
markeis”

It is certain that Devon's ‘early medern’ farmers took advantage wheve they conld of
loeul and national phenomena such as the important Exeter cloth Leade andl the cnmtry’s
population boom. When these dectined, Devon agriculture was left to f ndd it natural eco-
nomic level nntil tilted, for better or for worse, by events i ensuing centuries.
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nities even amongst the workmen, 1 lound simply armusing,

Retrospectively we cannol ignore one uther impartant influence which James
Nasmyth had in South Devon: even bedure the Steam Fruinumer opisode. In 1826, whilst
atlending the Edinburgh School of Avts, he had contenived osystem for moving steam
vessels nlong a submerged chain eable. boJuly 1845 whitsi at Devonport, he noticed
the Torpoint Floating Bridge crossing ovir the River Tamar, and later commented thal:

T had the pleasure to sve this simple mode of moving vessels along a definite
course in mast succeastul action at the ferry across the Hamonze at Devonport,
in which my system of a steam engine on haavd the ferey boat, Lo warp ils way
alung a =ubmaorged chain lving along the botiom of the channel (rom side to gide
ol the ferev, was most ably carrind out by my late exeellend iend Jamoes
Hendell (st Bsq, C.K, . W

In October 1851, Nasmyth received what must have been the supreme accolade of
s 1iFe whoen he was summoned Lo appear tn the presence of Her Majesty Queen
Victoria, Lo deseribe his Steam Hammer and other inventions. The Queen in her diary
deseribed Tim for his charm and manner in which simplicity, modesty and enthusiasm
of gonius wee all strikingly combined ., 1

James Nasmyth died in Soulh Kensington on 7 May 1880,

James Hall Nasmyth was named after Siv James Hall of Dunpizghoss, s family friend,
Captain Basil Hall RN, F.R.8., son of Sir James, in 1825, produced fur the Edinhurgh
Philosophical Joural, an account of the steam ferries then operating aceoss the Ficth
af Tay between Dondee and Newport. [n 1826, the Rt. Hoo. Reginald Pole Cavew of
Antony, ™ whn, having read HalPs deseription of the Tay Steam Forvies, ook up the
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idea and established o similar evaft across the River Tamar at Torpoint, Strong tides
and wenk engines ensured that the Torpoint Steam Ferry in (831 - was a complete
failure!}®
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DEVON WORTHIES - TIME FOR A RECOUNT?
Adrian Recd

The first biographical colleclion is that assembled by the Rev. Johin Prince in 1697, [tis
most generally available in the revised edition of 1810 which corrects and expands
Prince’s original entries but docs not add to them. It contains 192 names. A second vol-
ume with a further 115, comploted in E716, remaing unpublished. ! After Prince’s the
next signifieant attempt was that made by the Devonghire Assoctation which sel up a

Commitlee on Devonzhire Celebrities which made seven reports belween 1877 and

1883, ILs work acems ta have been overlaken by the publication of the Brsi volunies of

the Dictionary of National Biography. These weve carefully sifled [ Devonians whose
biographies swore examined critically and supplemented where thought pecessary, A
total of 141 names was extracted in 1885-1887 but the task was abandaned haltway
through *C°. By 1910 all the inikial volumes of the Dictionary had been published and in
that vear the London Devonian Year Book listed all those appearing in them who might
be considered Devonians, Out of the 884 held to qualify 144 were divines, U3 authors,
5d politicians, 54 lawyers, B2 artists, 41 scientists, 37 soldiers, 33 sailors, 29 doctors, 16
nusicians and 61 miscellaneous. The total was roughly double thal of Prince 200 years
befove. In 1912 the Devonian Year Book took over and supplemented the London Hst
with a further 205 names drawn [rom @ variety of sources including Prince and the
Davenshirve Association reports. London had selected 40 names as being ‘Tmmortals’ on
the strength of the length of their entries aod noted that 140 on Lheir list had died ov
were buried in the capital,

From time to time particular classes of Worthics were stadied, W.ELE, Wright pub-
lished 1y 1896 lis West Country Poets in which 400 names were shared between Devon
and Cornwall. Most have since velurned to a modest pheeurily. Painters and other
artists have occasioually been the subjects of coliective i incomplete studies while writ-
e like Baving-Gould in his Characters have assembled biographies of the carious and
lacat histarians those of their own worthies,

Qualifications for being a Devon Worthy or Celebrity have varicd. Frinee had no
doubts. He was contmemoraling the ‘glorious ancestors’ of the current nobility, gentry
and clergy of the county and when he introduces & man ‘of abseure and mean parent-
age’, William Adams, who made a daving escape fromn captivity in Barbary, he hopes
that his inclusion will be considered as no disparagement "ta owr famous Worthies. The
Devonsghire Assoclation committee while being less gocially exelusive Lthan Prince
whaleheartadly shaved his belief that birth in the county was an essential condition.
Indeed, in its seventh and Anal report it stated that it would be obvioasly nowise and
embarassing to insert the names of those who may have been closely identified. from
choice or farce of civeumstiances, wilh the county, without having had Lhe good fortune
to be born in it The cempilers af Lthe London Devondian Yecar Book 27 years later had no
such qualms. They ineluded those born outside the County but of Devon parents, mside
it ol non-Devon parents, and thuse with a ten year residential qualification. by the e
=ent century, with most Devonians eacning theiv distinetions oulside the county, Hirth
might be the sole qualification and naturalisation ignored but no criterion will be com-
pletely sutisfactory.

[t would be possible Lo bring up to date, voughly, the {1910 and 1912 list= by weans ol
the supplements to the Dictionary of Nefivnal Biogruphy but that would not seewm Lo be
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a profilabloe tasic. Loeal patriotism no longer demands thal Devon should 'out-Worthy
other counties, ar daim, for examnple, more poets, in number rather than in guality,
than anvwhere else. Qur atlitudes Lo Worthies have also clianged, Prinee in the
Emstle to the Reader” in his second volume defonds limiting his subjects to Devorians
witll the argument that ‘examples of worth and virtue’ should be a patiern far gensral
crulation ‘to what County soever in the Kingdome they may belong’. Tuduy heva wor
=hipping is oud of fashion and few of Prince’s characters would appear suitable eandi-
dates for its successor, role-modelling. We ure more inlerested in individuals for Uhe
light they throw on their times than in themselves as pallurns to be copied. To tha
extent the original idea of the Devonshirve Assoviation comanities Lhat Jocalities should
stucy gheir own worthies and that a county List, should be eonstructed from them still
has foree, A romantic - and tourist oriented -- preaceupation with Devon as predomi-
aantly maritime has tended Lo obscure the cfbaris of Thevanians in other finlds, This is a
pity. Fhe countvs seafarers weve national figures mainly in the short ‘Pudor period
while hep Inwyers were prominent both betore and after thal time. A start has now
been made with menographs of individuals but the law has a long way Lo go to redress
the maritime balanee.” Professor Hosking recognised these sectional needs and had
inctecd vade 4 start with painters,®

This article is nol intended to offer conclusions but to provoke discussion, My impres-
sion alter some veurs ol searching for Devon ‘cemtenarians’ is that there are & number
of forgotten worthies who do not deserve their present oblivion. They are people who
made significant contributions in their time to nalional v oeal affaies and could be
suilable subjects for study by histortans of their districts or of thelr professions. Many
of the entries in the Dictionary of National Biography are & hundread yoars old and
could well be reassessed. The seope is wide bul a selective approach could bring satis-
faclary and often entertaining rewards,
NOTES
L. Manuseripl in West Devon Records Office, Plymouth, See also Transactions of the
Devonshire Association Vol XXXIL(1900) and Devon and Cornwad! Notos und
Cueries Vols XX and XXIIL
A Man of Great Lesrning: Lile of Siv John Dodderidge 1855-1628. Chanlal
Stebhings 1989, Fofledt, Owr Greas Lawever, David Pugsley 1991,
3. In the Devien and Exeter Tostitution.
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PUBLICANS AND SINNERS? ~ THE CHURCH OF
ENGLAND SACRAMENT AND THE ACT OF UNIFORMITY

M.G. Dickinsan

Sacrament certificates wete o pavt of the provess for ecnsuriug thad the Uniformiiey Acts
wore enifareed. In effect Uhese barmred offictal appointments of every kind to those who
did not belong to the Chureh of Eugland. At fivst gight they appear o he most
unprontising material for the loeal historian. They do, howevin, survive in very large
numbers between the vears 1873 and E828 Theri are over 2,300 among the Exeler
Cliby Avenlves,' and an estimated 4,000 or even 5,000 for the County of Devon,? besides
other groups. .

Fach document has Lwo sections: a certifieals by the wminister and one churchwanrden
of e parish < that " has veesived the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper according Lo
the usage of the Chuorch of Bngland on a certain Lords Day, iz supparted by the aaths
of Lwo withesses, sworn ab a subsequent Court of Quarter Sessions, thal they know 'y’
and actually saw him receive the Sacrament. The veeipient of the Sacrament does not.
sign, but witnesses do, so that when a number of people recetved it together we have
complementary sets of signatures. A names index has long been available to the Bxcter
City series: a liss by year of the Dovdn County series is in bhe course of preparation.
Neither Finding zid includes witnoss names. Desplle the fact that office holders may he
reenrded in each suceassive year fir which thoy held their appointment, in the mass
thege dovuments preserve a mosk impressive ‘bank’ of names, from those of High
Sherifs down o the meanest Custoans DiTieers.

There are in fact a variety of possible research applications for this source, Not nee-
essarily the most obvinus is o study of the times® and places at whieh the Sacrament tif
only for this ultimately political purpose) was avatluble. A brief check makes it clear
that this was not confined to the Chaveh's greal festivals® or to the communicant’s own
parish. There are elear indications that for a Militiz regiment,” and Excise ‘Out-Ride’,
or customs officers within a port," church parades would be held, A clergymean could
not administer the Sacramend o himsell On wdatission to a benefice, a clergyian was
obliged to take the Suerament, occagionally al the hands of another in his own parish,
but normally in anether parish, semetimes al a surprising distance from his own.”

The certificates provide o locally available source (although with rather uneven cov-
erage) Jor some of those classcs of special people who Rguve in Traeing Your Ancestors
in the Public Record Office members of the armad forves and of the Custems and
Exeize in particular, Officers of H AL Dockyard, variously described as ‘on Hamoze,
‘near Plymooth’ and the like, are anothar group, in a categary of thewr awn, Most strik-
ing is the large group of certificates for non-commissioned nificers (down to ship’s cook
in one caze) on H.M., Ships lying in the Hameaze in 1714,°

Mayors and Portreeves {4 mayor manged) are another group who are conzpicnous,
Their documentation may belp to construst stz of the holders of such offices, It alse
throwe light on the actual existence of the Porlreeves of such places as Chudleigh and
Silverton, and highlights the unusual status of Crediton. whose West Town had a
Portreeve, whils the East Town or Canon Fee, had a Bailiff. !

It is unfortunate that the constenints of listing and indexing do not permit the inclu-
sion of witensses. Uselud informution abons trades!! may be gleancd from these, as may
the rare cases in which women figure in the record. The lady sexton of St. Martins,
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Lixoter is a notable example of the tatter 1

A special ehass of certilicate 1s that relabing to the naturalisation laws of the late nev-
enteenth century. Foreign Protestants were allowed Lo submil certificates that t..]wv
had veceived the Sucrament accordin y b thelv own rites. Theve is 2 small but usclul
group of these relating Lo Hnguennts and to the Congregations to which they l:eiunglwl
ITere ti.'u'_- stgnatures are of special frterost, s they enably us (o assesy I;-hc: Ell;.{ll...‘il';
EI:I}ll.r'OJK]!‘:natium to the actual French names fin one example, “Elias Qssip” {'m‘-l'.'f]‘ie
Bosis) 1

Notes

Lo Anumbered series under the relerence LA Saerament Gertificales: they cover
bk vears 167331826, o

2 _Rnﬁ.-nrm:(‘ Devan QF 21 lullwed hy the madern style venr and suboumbors with-
i each year As at present slored they cover Lhe years 1684- 1828 Listing 15 in
PrOEress, -

A, The writer Is entirely indebtod to the Rev. MG
ation,

- Smith for peinting ot Chis appli-

4. [or e.\‘aunp!e, on i_i['{een Sundays at vartous seatiered parishes throughout Devon
i)eL\_fveen mid April and December in the year 1694, - ,

A A Shute 1n 16550,

6. (i‘usmms men at the Port of Exeter regularly vecoived the Racrament either at
Exeler, Ioly Trinity, ar at Olyse St Cleorge,

7. z}:l exceptioual case of the Jatter heing that of N Danjel Newceombe, Dean of
{_vl()lll_‘l:.qti?l'\ wim recsived the Ssvrarment at Harpfird (Devon S B L7303,

X l_?_u Jane Cox and Timothy Padfield: Fourth Ed:tion by Amanda Bevan nud Andrea
Duncan: PRO Handhooks no, W HOMB.0., 1990, ISBN - [1-4.J0992)

4. i‘he purpose of this exercise was undoabtedly 10 sceure the loyally of the Navy to
(jem‘ge L Freom the record we can identify eightesn named vessels, )

10, See Devan 7S 2101730706 and 148 for example.

1. “‘L ha\fg the names of apothecarvies o Tulnes and Dartaoulh in 1690 (Devon Q7%
2VIROOABE anrd BT, W give g random exumple ),

120 Her naune was Maotha Ayuge Devan (43 2 1/176530,

3. Diovon (/S 21171008, 1,13

Answers to questions on pages 25 and 28

A Okchamptan st e
B, Bdeford Quay
£ Toines

D, Mary Harris Memorial Chapel, Excter Lniversity
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REVIEWS

(Readers are advised that opinions expressed by reviewers are their own, and not neces-
sarily those of the Edilor or of the Devon History Society as o wholeh

Whitoway's ey der: a company history, by E.V.M, Whitewaw, Newton Abbot, Duvid &
Chales, 1990, 176 pp. £1095. ISBN 0 7153 0818 9.

Traditionally cider (though ome author prefers to spell the word as cvder) had been ma.d(:
on the Bum i the apple-growing couniies in England for local eonsumption. Bul a major
change took place in the late nincteenth contury with the development of Factory produe
tion. ;l‘akinq advantage of the existence of o railway networl, o much wider IrmrkeL could
b :-&-ar:lwd.h'l‘i‘le first of these now fivms, Budmers, was established in 1887 and Gaymoers
followed in Novlolk in 1891 Shortly alterwards, probably in 1894, though the daie is not
elear, Homry Whiteway, who came from a line of Devon Birmers, founded the firm which
bore his name at Whimple near Exoter in east Devon, This company history of the fhrm
has heen wrilten by Tric Whiteway, vivtually the Tast chairman of Whiteways, He lells
the story of development and decline tn considerable detail concentraling on the nuts and
bolts in a detached lavgely maperzenal way. From small beginnings the company expand-
edd wilh sales both al home and abroad, production reaching o peak o' 3,68 million gallons
in 1934, the vear in which Whiteway's beeame a public commpany, After the war which hzid
checked nut].mL. production recovered Lo veach a posbwar peak of 3,12 mi!lim‘l gallons in
1952, Therealter wilh cider sales growing nationally, Whileway's production did not
increise and ils <hare of the Eoglish clder marvket fell. This may have been Jinked with
further ehinnges in the orpani=ation o the indnsbeys In the carly 19602 Whitewny's
merded with Showerings (o oin twe nther cider prodocers, Cogtes, @ borgely SBomorsel
firm, andd Gaymers, the Norfolk prodoeer. Later st Ahe decade Showerings were taken
over by Allicd Breweries, as o result of which in Gme eider makimg consed at Whimple.
But Whiteway's had never boen entirely secider e, I had also marketed Beitizhy wines
~its most reeent eflint i (his direction bemg the Rougemont Castle bround. Tnunched in
the 19805 — sherries, Simatogen tenie wine, Cydras and other sefl. drinks. An atlempt to
chiallenge Showerings Bubyeham, o rimnway iarket success i 1956, with a rival p!‘ﬂf.i-
uel called Baby P et with ondy o Baited degree of suecess and was withdrawn in
EIB L. T recogmse the simaller pact that cder played i the firm®s achyvities, in 14972 l.h{r.
name of the ﬁ{nm)ﬂn_\-‘ was ehamged Prom Whiteway's Clder Company Lo \-Vhitf_-\,vay's. uf
Whitiple, Further ovganisational ehanges ook place i the llowing veaes w.hldl bodd Loy
the run down of production in Devone In 1986 Frie Winleway relired as chawman au.n-.i
the divect Family connection with tie: firmeended. By 989 activities al Whimple bad vir-
tually ceased. ‘ o
[t i= ugetil o have in this wlume details of @ normber of aspects af the flem's activitios.
The buiding bloeks are there, What is abszent is any explanation of e course of events,
af how dect=ions were mude, the entreprencuria] dicnension. Altheagh the hook jucket
clatms thal Whitewny's is one of Lhe suctess stovies of Heitain's smalb induastreies, vellee-
Liow mightl suguest a nwee resbiined judgement, rather simifar to .lhut \\'hi(‘l.l n:ig‘hl b
passed on the publishers of this hook., Whatl enliveos this valume s o sclection of p!_m—
Lographs, advertsing materiab and othe filusteadions fram the authue’s awn colloction
which will bving back nostalgic memories foc older readers. .
. Worlter Morehinton

A0

Follett, Our Great Lawyer by David Pugsles. Bxeter 191, pp. A0, 835, Avadable from
the i |}i_'pi'n‘t.mf.'l'lf. uf Lo [_fl\i\’L‘!'h‘i[_\;‘ of Fsoter and Ny and s

or [ostitotion.

Witlinmm Follett hud o short B, he was omly b8 when he dicd, but it was e whiel was
action pucked and culminnied i his being Atiomney-Cenerad, b baelkpround the Falletts
were an ordinary Fapshu iy and inta that Eunily wets born Wiklizan i 1796, He was
educated at Exeter Gromoew Schood e grecduated tram “rinity Ciinbicidere witlog RN
degree in IS8 To the Bay he wow calfod in 18241 and Joined the Westera Cireuit, Flis Hest
veported case was at the Cornwall Assizes in 1597 in o case coneerning o dispule hotwean
two Prevenbive Gificers, The sante vear he Rad g case Belore Kings Beneh and at
SalEbury an important ease ol aCdeath ciused by the reckloss driving of twa stage conch-
155 speed competition, Not all cases wore won, haweyer, for in 1825 e lost st
ghing case at Launceston Assizes, Uhis wis mare than campensikid hy o juiey muweder
tise sl Badh i which he was invalved st the Tauntun Assizes, Tha Foear fuo e was
rieltd in the Carnish mining case of Rowe ¢ Brentan,

The rising young star wils soon practising mainly bofore Kings Boneh and atier 1537
beture the Prive Council, all while still on the Western Civenit. In 1832 he received the
Frecdom of The Cily of Exeter and was to become its MP In 1834-35 he was Soliciior-
General and, naturally, in the Fonours gaunte beeame o KC and gained a knighthood. In
1844 by which time his practice was mainly belore Queen'’s Beneh., he was appointed
Attorney-CGeneral, His health however was deteriorating and. during @ speech in the
Lovds, blood poured from his mouth. Under the pressures of so much work it s not sur-
prising that his health deteviorated. On 28 June 1845 he died.

The second half'of' Mr Pussleys book consists el veproductions ol some of Lhe prineipal
sources used in the Lext and they are handsomely reproduced,

LI Povier

Unity and Vaviety - A History of the Chuech in Devon and Cornwall, cd. Nicholas
Ovme. Exeter Studies in History No. 29, University of Bxeter Press. 1991, 242 pp,
Paperback £7.95p ISBN 0-85989-355-3,

The recent news thal the Diocese of BExeter s setling off the last of its obd thatehed
viearages comes asbut another outward and visible sign of the way the Church is belng
transtormed, And, as the National Curvieulum is now showing every schoolehild, we need
to understand the past to make good sense of the present (and the future s This cavelully
edited collection of papers - the st altempt ab a history of the Chureh in Devon and
Cornwall since the Reverend Bogpis’s Heséory published in 1992 brings us rvight up to
date and should serve as the foundation stone for anvoug wishing to buikd up a reliable
understanding of the ways of church and chapel, ancient and moderi.

The hook coutains eight. contributions set out in chronological ovder. slarting with the
introduction of Christianity in Roman times and concluding with the rise of house
churches over the last twenty odd years, Throughout, the authors <eek to cover the wid
range of Christian beliets .. established or not - and the reader ix contimually reminded of
how the twin themes of *unity’ and ‘variety' have plaved atongzide each other over the
cenduries, A photo of South Street in Exeter males the point with Cathelic and Baptist
churches standing as neighbours under the towers of the Cathedral and just a stone’s
throw from where a fragment of Roman pottery heaving the ‘chi-rho’ mark was found
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during excavations after World War [L o

[n the [irst chapter, Nicholas Orme sets oof from thise I{um‘un h(:;_{znnu?@ and i':akea usl
through Celtic cults and Saxon minster churches to the arrival of Luuiru: as I.hs}m!?_ of
Crediton and Cornwall, and then the vadical move of the see Lo Luxf:Le.r i 10{0(}.
Christopher Holdsweorth continues the story by chax:ting the chmllguh: of r‘.h(z m.-‘x{. I.}(]{}
years. By 1300 the framework of the parish system, still such o motivating force fm' Tives
lto(lav, was largely in place. Devon had more than 400 churches, C()I‘HWIEIH un(lfer 3!)(?,

Nicholas Orme's aceount of the Later Middle Ages and Beformation beging with a
‘snapshot’ of Bishop Stapledon armving at Crediton in 1308 to a(‘imlt o ‘lcss Lhzi n 1,,(}05
men to holy orders, ‘probably the biggest ordination ¢ver held in the South V\.est, As
readlers of Wis fine Kxeter Cathedral: As Ff Was 1060- 1550 (Devon Books 198(?} wilk know,
Profossor Ovme has o remarkable ability for using historieal evidence l%o bring the past
alive for the reader. and his contribution here demomstrales this to the full.. . '

Jonathan Barry takes us through the seventeenth and sighteenth centuries wilh the
rise in Dissent leading Lo tensions betwesn vot just church and chapel, but also pef}pk:
and pastors. We can almost still hear the sighs of the Mayor of 'hI‘wm‘l;uEI. as he Ct)l‘(l})lzl_l rlmcl
in 1742: “What littie room is there for another new religion in Tiverton?” And new rehgmu-
theye certainly was in the nineteenth century, for which Jobn Thurmer tells Lhe stovy of
the Chureh of England through the eyes of the Victorian Bishops af ‘['}xafter. and Bmce.
Cloleman explaing how Nonconfinmity spread and establizhed itself (with good use of
statistics contained in the 1851 Census of Religious Worship.

Witly the ereation ol the see of Traro in 1877, Devon and Cornwall can b seen as sepa-‘
rate entitios. Michae] Winter looks at ewentieth century Cornwall right up Fn a survey of
chureh sevvices taken in 1088 - up-to-the-minute history indeed! Finally. Nicholas Ur'mv
expanids on views given fivst in a paper by the present Bishop ni'(_‘-!'tfdst_nn.un(lvr the 1.I.t.](.'
Devon and General’. This shows how the various branches of the Christion community
have grown closer gether to e Lthe pressures of it moderm - and for many people more
seeular — society. .

Phis honk is 8 delight to hapdhe and read. The illustrations have been L'h!‘ﬁi‘.l\ \\'11.]1. L’]i‘.:l:l‘
purpose. Sean Coddard has provided some line }ﬂmlugruphs,rwllnl.s-t. Mike I{mu.'taru‘(_{ s
maps are models of how skilled cartoeraphy can interesi and 111'[}]’!11‘[-}1&1 rc.‘ul:::'.r(um_v
and Vuriety grow out ol the 1989 annual symposium ol the Uentre for hlill\'.h-\'\l,.‘.‘itf.'ru
Historical Studies and is essential rending for researchers in regionad and locad histary,
who will be able to [Bow up the many tines of inguiry the book opens up. lar exam‘ple‘
was Cornwall fortile ground for Methodism because thove*pre-christian velimon survived
al its strongest™? {page 135, _ _ ‘

Chirehmen are also encowrapged to take up this volume, Jor fvorm by pages thaw will
find that many of the concerns of the Christian community Ladday hqvn deep raats,
Sunday trading teven in churehyards — page 58, the form of church St:l'\a‘l(,'f.'ﬁIfHLll)IJlI!‘l{'I'.‘-}
of the If’mym‘ Buok Rebellion in 1549 objeited to the new worship hocase it l.)ut fvle o
Christmas game’ - page T3 and even the debate svor what shm_lllr.l b Laushit in :il;h‘_iﬂt.‘i
[page T8 were all issues abive and kicking over 0l yeaes aga! As For the pluce of Wamen
in the Church, individuals such as Cunaide [page 20, Henna ipuge 471 Agnes Proest (e
701 and Joanna Southeott tpage 103 briefly shine thraugh the shadows, Irut_what veally
lies behind Uhe sixteenth century “Wives at Ashburtan, the dlother’s Unian and the
commntless ministers wives seatiered over the vears thraughout the hills and ‘-'E'I-HL"\:’H of the
Waestcountry? How long before we have 2 femiist history ol the regional (,'I.l.urch.’. )

I Simean Fimtms

Yesterday's Exmoor, hy Tazel Bavdley-Wilmat. Exmaoe Books, 1990, 259 pp, Hardback
14987 ISBN 0-RRIR3 17X,

With the last tssue of Dhie Deverr Bistorian, veadors received o pubticity leaftet fur tha
new Darturoor Bibliogrophy, which eontaing some 6,000 relerencos, Thiy indicutos the
cndimons allention Dartmoor has received tn peint - (n sharp contrast to ils neacest
Nationitl Park neighbour. From the Devant view-point Esmane has been Laa lang forgol -
ten, o ot best marginalized as helanging vather to Somerset, The face that the Devon
side of Bxmoor contains o e group of parishes stretehing alang the coast to Combe
Martin should not be ignored. How many coaders af The Devan Histortan, [ wonder, have
ever set (ool iy Maolland with its marvollous parish chureh?

Flazd Fardley-Wilmot's nesw book is to be welcomed on three counts. Fivst it speaks up
for Exmomr, Secandly, it marks the launeh of Kxmonr Books, a0 new publishing venlure
Hinked to the National Parle Autharity. And then, it gives us a slablul, lively and well writ-
ten pictire of Exinoor from the Saxons ta the mid-twentieth century, The author has
known the aved for over 80 yedrs and has lived the lost 20 at North Malton, Thuos she is
ideally placed o weave together the various strands of evidence. Everything from liter-
ary and documentary sources to the testament of buildings and the fandscape itself ave
hrought into the picture. Much new information is presented, and of particular interest is
the way the knowledge and lore of local people have been tistened to and then presented
as a priceless and disappearing proof of past ways and events, The title is taken from the
ohservation that ‘a Yesterday many centuries old had ended somewhere about 19507,
Must it really be that the modern generation has to cut its links with history?

Exmoor presents problems to the historian. To Daniel Defoe in the 17008 it was ‘o vast
tract of barren and desolate lands’. This hook freguently dwells on its isolation: looking
hack, it scems an anonymous time on the moor’, few voices speak from the moorland
parishes’ and ‘the meor itself was still remote, and little visited'. This is all the more rea-
son for congratulating Miss Eardley-Wikmot on vising to the challenge and not shicking
from difTicult areas, For exsomple, nearly 40 years on from W.GL Hoskins highlighting the
antiquity of roads and trackways on Exmoor, she presents a detailed account of 31x or
seven prehistoric routes and a similar number of medieval roads that can still be traced
on the map and on the groundd today.

Occastonally a national igure sleps onto the Bsmoor scene. Few readers will expect to
find a picture of Chaucer in a book on Bxmoor, and from madern times there is & marvel-
fous photo of Krnie Bevin and a reminder of his Bxmoor lineage. His rise to Foreign
Secretary led to the local erack: ‘Nobody never got the better of his Dad and the Russians
won't get the better of he!” Indeed the way the local Exmoor perspective is eavefully set
againat the wider national background is a striking achievement of this book.

For loeal readers the second hall of the book will perhaps carey the most interest. Flere
we learn just what life was like in the area in the nineteenth and twentlieth centuries,
and we zee the greal boost oral history can give Lo the story. For readers who have had to
look back for so long to MacDermots Flisiory of the Forest of Exproor, the publication of
Yesterdloy's fxmoor is a case of the vight book, written by the vight person at the right
time. The decision to publish in hardback will mean that it will serve its years as a valu-
able friend and refevence source. Some would have liked to see better quality paper and
movre generous marging, bul that perhaps reflects the common perception of whal
Exmoor {compared Lo Dartmoor) is warth. This book will do much to change such views.

Simon Timms
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The Transition from Fradition to Technology, a history of the daivy industry in
Devon, by Peter Sainshury. Published by the author, 1991 L2 pages, many dlustra-
tiong, £7.50 + £1 postage and packing hom: The Sabes Offcen, Tiverton Musewm Society,
St Andrew Strest. Tiverton, Devon BXI6 GPH. (Profits from postal sales go to Tiverton
Museum Saciety ).

This well-written book outlines the devolopment of Devon's daivy industry, from farm-
house production Lo the establishment of small dairy fauctories, and Lhen, with the
inereasing size of dairy herds, to dabry factories equipped wilh automated manulicturing
fncilities capable of handling many thousands of gallons of milk daily.

Sinee qualifving in daivying at Reading University, the author was fir over 40 years
elasety mvolved with Lhe dairvy industry, the last 33 years of them as a dairy adviser with
the Ministey of Agviculiare in Devon. Fle has, therefore, been able to drasw on much mior-
tution fram his awn experience. and has also coustliod many people with knrwledee of
wlin days, Thene i plenty that is colourlul and entertaining - particularly the excellent
photagrraphs and iHustrations of old dairy ecuipment {some of them vividly reminiscent
b [hix voriewer), Fram an introduetion and deseriplion of milk production in the early
Leadition. the chapters talie s through the expanding industry to the ware and vears up
Lo 1930, [odlowed by posi-wir consolidation, commercial and political revolution and
developments in dairy teelinsfogy. Alse included are brief histories of some of the dairies
in the conniy past and presenr.

The book ix, hewever, more than a mere porbrait of seenes of the past. B is o scholarly
pivt ol work, caefully researched and documented. Relevant legistation and reputations
are: outhine] and appropriate statisties included. giving an authovitative explunation of
thi: eonsidevable changes (hat have come about in Devon'’s dairying in a comparalively
short span of yoars. A major thange has been (e vast reduetion in the number of regis-
tored milk producers. Today the figure is weder 1000, hut in the Jate 194Us Devim had
around 11,000 milk-sclling fumg, due fargely W the eolishient of jugaeratis small pro-
ducers by the lavge dairy factorvies during the war o augmoent {foud pracction, Many of
the Carms involved, inadequately equipped amd with poor water supplies, wive quite
unsuited Lo mitk production. Here, perhaps. Peter Sainshury might have written more
graphicatly of the troubles that could oceny in ot stmmuers tspecially it hay-harvesting
was given priovity! when poor test vesults and churns of milk rejected and returned Lo
the farms with ved labels threatened the vital monthly milk ehegue, A paint nat made
cleay on page 32 is that, after the establishment of the Nitional Agricuiturel Advisory
Qervice 1h 1946, it was members of this service - Miss Coleman and her amall gl of
gualified ‘dairy instructressey’ ~ who visited the Forms to oy and sort out the: prablems,
These dairy advisers became ‘Milk Production Officers” under G milk regulations of
1949, which brought in much change. These, however, are but personal views, and mino
ones. Obviously there is a limil to the amount of detail such a work can include.
Altogether. this is a4 most informed study - certainly a book which anvone with an inter-
el in the agriculture and daivy industey of Devon will want to keep at hand, for ugeful
and interesting reference.

Fielen Herris

Ea\qstock 5 Y-estenluyfs. Episoctes from hor history, 7 by (4 Woodeoek, 1991
Published by ihe author, 85 pp. Numerous iHlustrations, €395,

The appearaiee on hooksellers’ shelves of the latest volime hy Gorey Woodeuek's wel-
knewn series has become admost as muel a part of Tavistock's aultnu seene as t.lw
Sllllr‘lf.‘llillg days and the eoming and going of Gaose Faiv, With the lnlest }JLIl.]l.i‘.'EILL.UJII.!1('
has Naw given us seven issues, all of them packed with intorest and atmuosphere - ide;.i
veaeling, in fact, for davk winter evenings, Bovn in Leicestorshive, Gorry Wondeock sraclu-
atee in history at Cambridge, and taught in Yorkshive before vorming south in.laiitii i
Ffead of the Histovy Department al Tavistock Schood, where he is ('m'r:nr]\-' Fheaed nI‘Hi'(] '|I\
Foro Over these past 25 years be has become recognised as an authority o Lhe lm-'fn.\i
local Bistory, I o
) Che recent production containg cight chaplers, dealing witl: Tavislock’s Cont of Arms,
\-’.Vlml i a4 stannary Lown?: the Fitaford story: ‘Bvils of aue evowded rooms trelating Lo th:
Lm‘w_uf Tavistock's mid-nineleenth century mining boom}: Tavistock s pital; Lhc-\
Lmiting F.r.:}gedy al Bast Crebor; Queen Vietoria's golden jubilee: and the peeat E}HK,?&U'J
ol 159 L Qf these, by far the longest i the chapler on Pavistock Hospital, which co;'rer%
eare wf the local sick from the time of the Benedietine abbey through to the present hoqlpi.—
tal amd s development over nearky a century, from vr:l;uﬂiu'\; support Lo NII“—; S{}ch
background material is ol particular interest in view of recent, fin‘thm‘ changes in. h;)% -
tals’ srganisation and fuading. k B
Obviously the product of much carefud research, this hook, like others in the series

would have heen enhanred i where appropriate. soutees of reference had heen éi;‘.:lir'lf:\'w:l:
edged and suitably dorumented. As il stands, however, the book should command consid-
erable popular appeak. and at aovasonable price. - .

. Helen Horrin

OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

The Tavistuck-ASlllburtun_ Paclchorse Track and its Guide Stones by Dave Brower,
ff\_v;..\iilzlbte only fromt the authon, 95 Bavton H)l Road, Torguay, TR2 SJE £73.95 |JIL'-'.E. p-ﬁrl.
This is the second print of an carlier issue, with slight amendments and additions. :IH‘[;[.;‘
Ad, numerous maps and ilustrations. Dave Brower's keen shaorvations and 'ztn-rui
recovding ol featunes, in parcticular guide and other marvker stones, have pl't!\-‘i(lf.‘.d 4l
notable contribulion to the store of Darvtmoor knowledge. They are the rosull of m.-.m‘\'
years un the geaund” exporience of the moor, of walks a'ru[ [rwésLigaLiunz-; shared b-.-‘hi;'
wm". Kath, and of duly acknowledged co-operation fram friends. A useful ss:.urce of i'r.ﬂ'm"—
matinm,

Lamerton Chureh Five X877 by Helen Harris, with an account. of the halls by Ueofhey
( Hifl. Pubtished by (riends of Lamerton Parish Church, 1991, 22 pp., iﬁclbud.cs coveral
iusteations fram ald pletures. ISBN 0 9518700 0 9. Available in local hool(shni;s i U;'},l
ur 1_’.\’ post L2228 from Mrs Frances Moore, Hillside, Lamerton, Tavistock .pmcvvds. for
maintensnes of the church, Drawn from copious newspaper reports (:r_mr,am,pd ina bulky
cultinggs-book recently found in a chest in the chureh belfey, this is a story n!'-n disastrous



fire over a centiry ago. o calaniity heighlened because a costly l'l,‘:it(ll'altifl‘ll had hz-ﬂ.nlcr)mv‘
pleted in just the previeus year The fact that no time was wasted in Lthe lLu'thr rul.:nnlgoi
money Fov the rebuilding, which was compleier in e mare than l.‘wu years, i an itvehies-
Lion of the posilive spivit amd the remarkable devrer of [.‘.t_'tvr‘ll!in;ltlﬂll and If:uth that pre-
vailod. The key figure was elearly that ol the Viear. the: Rev Heney .I(.xhu Phd}pntl& [t iz of
interest to note here that he was the grandson of Bishop Heney Phitlpotts t('.“:ll,l.ll'l‘."(‘l c‘i:"'t:.-
where in this issue of The Devon Historian, his fulher having been the Yen William

Heunry John Phillpotis, Archdeacon ol Cormwall,

Vanished Landmarks of North Devon. by Rosemary Lauder. North I)L:Vln? Bioles
1991, ISBN 0946 200237 (Price nol miven?, Soft-hack 132 pp. Many i]iurshn'a'f,i:‘:ns {?‘nm nhl‘
photopraphs. A fascinaling Book that recalls sone of the many I;T'lf_'t_'-[a-ﬂ'nh:n‘ sights :?[
north Devon that have disappeared over the past century, tlestroyed by Bive or - for vari-
ous reasons — by man. The book 1 the result of minch rescarvel in old newspapers, saned
includes photographs [rom private sowrces. Included are coastal and raliwz.}_v feat}n‘tfs.
hotels, a church, a racecourse, and sther parts of scenery Lhat mre now gone. Noskalpice for

lovers of north Devon.

NEWS FROM LOCAL SOCIETIES

Bradninch Local History Society was founded by Mr Anthony Taylor, who is eur-
vently the society's president. He is also the authov of two local hpoks: Portrait of
Bradninch, « Duchy towen, and one on the River Culm. The Duchy of Cornwall fealures
in Braduineivs history. Gradnineh LHS's 1992 programme includes & walk zn‘(mnc.l the
parish boundaries on 4 April. Details from Mrs B Newbury, 31 Fore Street, Bradninch,
near Bxetet.

Yelverton & Distriet Local History Society embraces the west Devon parishes of
Horrabridge, Samplord Spiney, Walkhampton, Meavy, Sheepstor and .Bm?klancl
;\-Ionachnrum. The society publishes an outstanding annual newsletter wh'lch is both
informative and entertaining. (The 1991 edition, Number 9, price 60p plus 18p p:)t‘\t-i'lgil,
s obtainable from the editor, Peter Hamilton-Leggett, The old Supda_v bclwn.l,
Walkhampton, Yelvevtan, PL196IN1. Six indoor meetings are scheduled for 1992, tben'
locations varying hetween hatls of the constituent parishes. Three ouf;dom‘. mclv.ctmgs
include Lwo devoted to o twrrent project of vecording moenumental inseriptions at

Buckland Monachorum.

Chulmleigh & District Local History Society }-, a parficularly enthL}siastic gt‘ou.p,
holding two meetings a month with attendances of 40 members or more. A vur.y appre-
cintive membership’ says Hon See Mrs A. Adams {Iayue, Zoal Manachoruwuw, C,rechtlnn,
KX17 6D No major current projects are in hand, bul several memhur.ﬁa are carrying
out individual studies, and a small group, led by Mr George Matthews, 1s cansidering
vernacular buildings, in particular looking at local houses and medicoval carpentry.
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Bere Local History Group has just recently come into being. We wish it well, The
Bere ‘peninsula’, bounded on the east by the River Tavy and on the west by the mean-
dering Tamar, is vich in history, eeclesiastical, mining. nnd market garvdening. For
nformation coniact Lorna Spencer, Yelverton 840185,

Princetown & District Local History Club concentrates mainly on matters per-
taining to Dartmoor. Begun only a few years ago this is a lourishing, friendly society
with a large, far-flung membership and very reasanable subseription. Chairman is
David German, Princetown 4924,

Crediton Area History and Museum Society (Chairman Mes B, Stutchbury) holds
nine main meelings a year, also, i 1992, three coffee mornings with small exhibitions
ab the Crediton Clads, Cram 930 until 12 noon on Saturdays 16 May, 20 June and (8
duly: The society will alsa be joining the Methadist Chaeeh in celebrating its centenary
by taking part in an exiibition at the Methadizt Churech from Saturday 25 April to
Wednesday 29 April, Enquiries from Moes Mary Blamey (Treasavert Crediton 772270,
v Crediton 77206405,

Tavistoek & District Local Histary Saciety, formed in 1984, now has around 80
enthusinstic members, Eight indoor and four outdoor meelings are held annually. The
T Membors Prgects evening featured: local veal history; research inlo Tavistock
burial vecords, follming revording of memarial inseriptions, tn order to gain informa-
tivn on population movements, the effocts of epidemies, and veligious and socinl divi-
sions. and slides shown by Alan Rowe imemiber also of the DHESY of banks and other
leatures on Buacklmnd Down, which he has been investiwating as possible evidence of
earlicr cultivations and enclosures assovtated with Buckland ahbey. The society looks
forward to weleoming the Devon History Socicty [oe tts summer eanferenee on 13 June,
Current Chaivman is Dhe Deeon Historion™s Hon Bditor iaddvess inside DH [ront
cover), Hon Sev is Geoll Thompson, Tavistock 814635,

The Dartmoor Tinworking Research Group was established in 1991 for the study
of the histury and archavology of the Dartmoor tin industry, by T Tom Greeves, My
Philip Newman and 1y Sandy Gereard. The group’s aims ave: 0 provide a stimulus Toe
research, a forum fe discussion, a medium for publication, and a focus for celebration.
An mteresting vesearch praject was commenced tn September 1991 in the exeavation of
a tin blowing mill in the Walkham valloy, Memboership (including two newsletters
annualiyy is £3.00. Apply Lo Philip Newman, DTRG. 2 Kiln Qrehard, Bradley
Barton, Newton Abbol, Devon TQ 12 1PV,

To all loeal societies — Wity not send in news ahoul your ovganisation, special historvieal
interests, research for which link-ups would be welcome, cte, for inelusion in he
Doevon Historion? TEis haped to make this a regular feature. The Hon Editor will he
delighted to recpive your contributions, '
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THE DEVON HISTORY S0CIETY

Minutes of the 22nd Annual General Meeting held at
Exeter on Saturday 19 October 1991.

In the Chair, the President, Professor [van Roots,

Preasent c. 35 members; apologies received fom Prols W Minchintu_n and N Chrme, My
and Mrs Sedgewick, Miss 5. Serutton, and MessraJ. Bosanko and G. Tatham,

Minutes

"The minutes of the last Annuaal General Meeting (printed in The Deven Historian,
April 19911 were vead and approwed. There were no matiers avising.

Hon. Secretary’s Report

Mrs 8. Stirling reported on the Day Conferences held sinee the last AGM, and
extended thanks to organisers and speakers. m:tnhl_\;_ Messrs ). Pugsley and D,
Edmund for Cullempton, together with My and Mys Glynn wha not only upened
Hillersdon House, but also provided Lea for members, Thanks were due Lo the
Bealord Centre for organising the conference theve, particelarty to ¥es B Yat‘es
who alse gave a talk, and to MvJ. Ravilious, Mr Bdmund wits warmly Lhzm‘ked ?m'
au entertaining talk on old local pesteards, given at short nitice becituse of lh(_e ill-
ness of the speaker previously honked. Council had met n_aw?lm'ly to plan I'I:Il':l:'-t-'ll.:'lg:i
and dizeuss the Society's potential role ag a torum for local Instm'lmns um! socitios.
Mrs Sthling thanked the secretaries of these sapicties _f:n‘ supplying (lel-t_uls-:‘nl Lhely
programmes fov civeulation with the Devon Historian. She tht‘fI‘it(()(.{_‘i\'I v 1. Edmund
and all those who had helped ensure the smooth vunning of the Society over the
vear Mr J. Pike, membership seeretary, asked membeys to be sure to let him have
;JfJStcr;cles for the mailing list.

The President congratulated Mres Stirling on her report and wark, and also
thanked Mr Pike, and the minutes secvetary, Dr A, Grant,

Hon. Treasurer’s Report

Mr Edmund presented the income and expendilure account, and pointed out th.ut.,
as the balanee was asain much the same as last vear's, there was no need Lo raise
subscriptions — yel. Printing costs were down a little, thanks to new technology,
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and postage had been covered by Past Times in return for chreutating their eata-
logue. Mr Edmund thanked Mes Stirling and the Devon and Exeter Institation for
holp with distribution. There were now over 300 paid up members of the Society,
as well as 40 corporate members, including 11 local histery societies. Fifteen
schaals had also joined. The acconnts were adopted, and it was agreed lu continge
to baale with National Westminster, The Yresident warmly Lhanked Mr Edmund,

Hon. Editor’s Report

Mrs Bl Harris thanked contributors 10 issues 42 and 43 of The Desan Historian,
and said that material for numbar 44 was already coming in. She asked contriby-
tors to vefer to the notes on presentation published on p2 of voch edition, and to he
sure Lo e double-spacing as reguived by the printers, otherwise she would have
to veturn articles for retyping, She thanked Mrs Stirling and Mr Edmund for so
itbly dealing with the distribution of the journal. She drew attention to a new see-
Lion to be entitled ‘News from local history societios”, and asked to be sent inlorma-
tion and copies of sucieties’ newsletters.

The President thanked Mys Harris for her work in producing an admivable publi-
cation.

Election of Qfficers and Council

Officers were ve-olected en Bloe, together with those Council members standing
down under the three-year rule, all of whom had offered themselves for re-election,

Devon History Socicty - the way ahead?

Mo Bdmund, in inbodusing this item, reforved to a paper produced by Mrs Hanig
st 4 Council meeting, which had stavied discussion on the future of the Saciety,
Mrs Harvis and Mr R. Stanes were keen ta vevive and strengthen links with loeal
history sacictios in Devon. One result was that M S, Timme and My . Taylor had
been co-opted anta Council to help generale new ideas. Mr Edmund suggested that
next vear's AGM should be opened to other societics, whe might like also to con-
tribute to an exhibition, The Seciety should alse increase its involvement with
schools, which now had to study aspects of local history ns part af the Nationa]
Currtculum. A diseussion followed, in which it was agreed that greater publicity
should be sought whenever practicable - BBC Radio Devon ani several newspa-
pors ware mentioned in this connection; that the Devon Federation of Women's
Institutes be asked to mention the Soriety’s activities in its newsletter; and that
mori: meimbership forms should be distributed. Tt was algo stressed that members
wonld he very welcome to visit schools and ofTer to help with some aspect of local
history. A proposal that a panel of speakers should be sot up was greeled more
cautiously, as the Sociely could not be expected to guavantee their guality, Mr 1,
Maxted proposed some kind of loeal history ‘directory’ {or the countly, and My
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