





DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

Current and back tssues of The Devon Historian tuxeept for numbers 7, 11, 15, 16 and
231 can be obtained from Mrs 8. Stivling, Devon & Exeter [nstitution, 7 The Close,
Exeter BX1 IBZ. (Number 22, which is available, was not, 2 ‘normal’ issue, bl wos
totally devoted to being our first Bibliography). Copies up Lo and including No 36 are
priced at 8170, post free, and from No 37 anwards £2.95. Also available post free are
Index to The Devon Historien (for issues 115 70p and 16-30 £1.903, and Bevon
Bibliography (1080 Tip, 1981 and 1982 80p cach, 1983 and 1984 85p each
Bibliogruphies for more recent years are available from Devon Librarvy Services.

The Vice-Chairman, Mr John Pike, 82 Hawkins Avenue. Chelston, ‘Torquay TQ2
6IRS, would be gtad Lo ucquirve copies of the out-of-stock numbers of The Devon
Historicn listed above.

NOTE FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Articles are weleomed by the Hon, Editar to be considered for publicatior in Phe Devon
Historiun. Generally the leugth should not exceed 3,000 words (plus notes and pessible
Hustratjonst. althougl much shorter pieces of suitable substance may nlso he aceept-
able, as are items of information concerning museums, loeal societivs and patrticular
projrets being wndertaken.

Tiy arsist the work of the Fditor and the printers plense ensure that contributions are
clearly typewritten, on one side of the paper only, with double spacing and adequate
matrgrins, and also, as far as possible, thal the journal’s style is followed oo such mat-
Levs as the restrained use of capital letbers, initial single vather than double inverted
commas, the writing of the date thus ez 19 October 1991, ete.

EDITORIAL

After Lwenty-one years, it may seom unneeessartly obvious to reeall that the original
aim of the Standing Conference o Devan Flistovy (s the Devon Ilistory Society was
then known) when il was formed in 19710, and of The Devon Historian, was to further
Lhe study of loeal history in the coandy. Far many peopte, local history was at thal Lime
a relatively new line of study, and it was folt that guidance on information sourves and
on facilities avaitlable would be helptul to people who might be finding Lhe pursuil a
tonely and puzzing sccupation, Referring to the lermation of the society, its inaugural
President, Professor W.(G Hoskins, wrote 1 issue 1 ol The Devon Historian: ‘o wis
clear — i so many other coumties have lound — that there was certainly room for & per-
manent arganisation ahmed primarily al giving advice to loeal historians, and to help-
ing them in various ways.”

Sinee thal time, interesl in local history has greatly inereased, hoth as an academic
discipling for profossional historians, and amongat enthusiastic amatears. The latter
category includes hoth established residents who have a feeling for investigating in
their gwn county and also in-comers fron other areas who put down roots and want to
learn about their new environments. Both groups are likely to include people highly
gualified in other professional lields who possess enguiring minds and skills that ably
equip them for this new interest. Further numbers — bolh professional and amateny -
may be younger, and although these poople may have less available spare time, they
may, through their work, be o a situation which enables ther to oller valuable adviee
on source works and other matlers, as well as - one hopes — reserves of vauthful cner-
!

As parochial and specifie subject studies proceed by hath the growing number of
local history societies and by individuals, il ix surcly «till desivable that the Dovon
History Society should seek to serve their needs, It s the wish of members, certain
wuys will be explored to promote closer co-operation between the DHS and loeal hisu,-
ry societics, all of them centred around the pravision for exchange of ideas and infor-
mation, As an example, it is planned Lo inelude o section ‘News from Local Sovietios’ in
future ecditions of The Devon Historian, (Phis, of course, depends on the local socleties
making the Hon. Editor aware ol events and work, or information being sought.:
Another tnitiztive which is nlready under way is to encournge in schools an awareness
of the Soctety’s existence, and we warmly weleome those sehools which have racently
Jjoined as cm‘pm‘uté memhera. A further propoesal is that a counly-wide mecling shoukd
be planned which local sacictios would be invited to attend — o Jearn, pechaps to dis-
play resulis of locat investigations, and to get to know others similarly ongaged.
Besides providing an oppereunity for sociability, sueh an event cauld raise the eves
from the purety local level, and enable interchanges of ideas and Knowlodge that could
help 1 matters of rescarch, Personal encounters could possibly identify likely speak-
ors o laeal mectings, and contaets fir cross-county enguiries.

Thers will be an opportuntty to discuss these proposals at the AGM on 19 October.
Pleasn do your best Lo attend on that day and bring along your ideas. Thix is vour
chanee to have your say.




MATTERS OF CONTROVERSY:
THE ZERAPHYN OF TORRINGTON

Alison Grant

On 27 December 1587 William Dromant, mayor of Greeal Torrington, Joho Prodys, LB,
Roger Ley and Rogor Browne, aldermen, and others, mel in the town'’s Guildhall o
hear dopositions from the master, purser, and factors of a nocth Devon ship. The
record of the day's progeedings beging with the words, Forasmuch as it is meritorious
before the sight of God and man to certily the truth in matlers of controversy .., indi-
cating that the incident to be deseribed had already given rise Lo questions. What.
these were can only be guessed al, for the document gives but one side of a remarkable
story.!

The: evidence, which was given under oath, concerned z voyage made by “a good ship
named the Zeraphyn of Torrington of the burden of ninescore tons and upwards,
whereof Roger Norwood of the same town is sole owner'. The Torvidge was not naviga-
ble for large crall above Bideford bridge some ten winding viver miles downstream
from Torrington, but in this period it was nol unusual for a vessel to be deseribed as
‘of” some inland town if ber owner lived there, Torvinglon, ‘flovvishing with merchants
and men of trade’ exportad more cloth than Bideford — Give times as much in 1585, for
example, so il is not surprising Lhat ships were owned thera, Typical of these was the
30 Lon Henry of Torvinglon, employed in the Cacdiz trade by Roger Ley, one of the alder-
men at the hearing, wha, as a leading merchant, no doubt took an informed inlerest in
the proceedings.”

Roger Ley and the other presiding magistrates heard that the Zeraphivae, which at
180 tons or more, was anything but typical of north Deven trading vessels, had

made a voyage out of the creck of Appledore within the port of Barnstaple about
three years now last past unto a port of Spain named Cales (Cadiz) being Iaden
with Noewfound fish to the number of fourscore thousands being Lhe goods of the
satd Roger Norwood, and divers other pareels of eloth and other commoditios ..

The value of Lhe ship and her cargo was put at Glteen hundred pounds, an enormous
swm of money lor her owner Lo visk. She duly arrived at Cadiz, where, aceording Lo the
evidence of Christopher Berryman her master, Nicholas Voisey amnd Roger Pole Lhe
owner'’s factors, and Robert Whilson pucser, they, and the ship's company ‘to a [ull
Lotal of thirty and ning’, were

arrested and taken for pirates, their bodies imprisoned, and their goods taken away,
where they lay in most miserable and oxtrome ealamity and misery by the space of
certain days to thelr great charge and indemnitics, and after, by great and carnest
suit weye put to bait, . . and inforeed most unjustly to tey thewr innoceney ..

The Spaniards’ suspicions were not surprising, for the Zeraphyn was large and prob-
ably well-armed, for in those troubled Limes ships of any size carvied eannon, for
defence if nol atlack. A crew less than half the size would have been adequale for a
merchant voyage, and allthough extra men may have been justifted for delence, the
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Spaniards probably assumed they had been signed on Lo attack and man prives home,
Intentions, however, are hard to prove, and ihe witnesses claimed that they had been
suceessiul in ‘evicking their adversaries by order of luw”. The Spaniards, however,

minding not so to ket Lthem pass, bul purposing more mischief againsl them, caused
sutil to be made to Lthe king of Spain, that the said ship with her furniture might be
stayved to serve his Majosty in his affabrs in the West [ndies, upon whose imperial
request Commission was granted ., . for the restraint and stay of the said ship
named the Zeraphyn,

On reeeipt of the royal commmission, the king's officers duly arrvested the Torrington
vessel, and ‘took aland her sails and would have unhanged her rudder i by any means
ihey could have done it” The witnesses said they had appealed to the king for justice,
declaring that they weve not his subjects but ‘merchants lawfully travelling in mer-
chandise’. They obiained a discharge for the ship after ‘long and tedious suits . .. to
the ulter misspending of all theiv goods and merchandise, amounting Lo the sum ol
£806°. Whether or nat Lhis large claim was exaggerated, it is likely thal a good deal of
money was needed to grease the palms of the officinls uvolved. The witnesses then
daclared thal they had alsoe lost a frigate “which they might have had for the said ship
for Tngland, amounling to the sum of €400 or thereabouls’. Ships could he bhought and
sold in loreign poris, and the master may simply have been commissioned by the
Zeraphyn's vwner or someone else to purchase a vessel. If this were so it could explaio
why extra men were shipped. It is interesting, however. that large ships on expodi-
tions of plunder often set out in company with smaller, swiller consorts to sail ahead
in search of prizes. .

I'he discharge did not put an end Lo the matter, for ‘the erafty and deceitful
Spaniards, minding as well the utter spoil of the ship with the goods and merchandise
in the same, as also the men and the sailors therein, arvested them all as hereties and
endenvoured by all means to bring them to the Holy House { Inquisition). Fortunately
for them, ‘one Mr Juhn Flelcher an Englishman born and one of the Holy House', pre-
sumably an English Calholic, warned them of what was intended, whereupon Lhey,

seerelly lor safeguard of Lheir lives, with greal travail and expenses, procurved unto
themselves sails, and in the night did sel sail and stole away out of the said port of
Cales . . . and after many and sundry perils and dangecs passed, avrived here in
England joyful of their Hves though sorvowful of the losses of the goods and mer-
chandise of the said Roger Norwood.

The Zeraphyn's arrest probably oceurved under Philip 10s order for the ‘stay’ of all
English ships then in Spanish hacbours, in retaliation for piratical atlacks on Spanish
commeree, According Lo the evidence given at Torvington in December 1587, she had
satled ‘about’ three years earlier, so the chances are that she was still in Cadiz when
the order was made in May 1585.% England’s veply was to ‘legalise’ subsequent piracy
by licensing shipowners and mervehants to set out privateers to attack Spanish ship-
ping by way of reprisal. In view of the losses he claimed, Norwood should have easily
ohlained a licence for the Zeraphvn, but the enguiry suggests that the authorities
wanted to know more about her voyage to Cadiz, and her owner’s intentions.

Roger Norwaod was not a vegular trader, for his name does not oceur in Barnstaple



porl haoks of the period, and those Tor E581 and ‘85, one of which showld have shown
the departure of the Zeraphyn with her carpo for Cadiz, do vol survive, There is voom
for doubd about this cargo, tor 80,000 lish conld b londed in oo vessel of 20 0or 23 Lons,
and 14 would have taken six month's export of cloth from aneth Devon Lo Bl e
Zeraphyn's remaining hold spacet 1t s nol likely thal merchants in regulay bradoe
woulbd have sold muoch cloth to Norwond, <o his ship probably carvied only a madest
amount. Although ‘other commaditics” were mentioned, port books show no signihicant.
markel in Spain for goods legally expovied (rom north Devon, other than cloth and
dried (lish. [L therefore appears that the Zeraphyn wis o saspiciously farge ‘merciunt’
ship, suspiciousty undeciaden with merchandise, As B as small west-country porls
were concerned, large well-armed, well-manned ships in sole ownership ad this time,
apart From some in the Newfoandland Dshery, swere usoally bought or built for one
prrpose - pivacy, whoether or nol fegalised” as privateering, so the Spaniards may not
hove heen fuoond i their auspicions, [f they werve wrong, however, what, olher g
mieht ber o bive been up e

i1 Roger Marwaood was indeed the sole owner of the Zeraphyn and her cargo, he was
net short ol meney. His seabth did not ortginate in land or legal trade, however, for in
the ER70% he had heen accustams afficial in the poet of Barnstaple, a ‘searcher” who nol.
only neglerted to seareh, but aided and abetted mevchants who broke the faw by ship-
g sul corn to Spatn ad oo time when its export was dlegal without a Heenee. These
shipments apporently continucd voend after vear, and were so profitable that Norwood
and e oflicer went into partnership to buy up quantities of grain which they
slored b o lovge boen o the elifls al Flavttand, to sell to ships anchored owlsgide the
har, thus aviidiug the lean] quays. [is not saeprising that the port of Barnstaple was
aoted Tor dishonest practives al this tine: a visibing mevchant reoarked that notiing
but prehibited wares passed in and out!?

Eiven when the illegal ‘passing of grain’ come to fight B sction seemes Lo tave been

taken, For north Dhevonians then, as later, appear (o bave regsmrded sinuggling as o
right. Bven the nobility were upsel when the governmonl trak action, whicl suguests
thatl as landowners they weve in the racket too, Moerehants whe finally had o einfess
their ships showdd have forfeiled theny, hut bethery, intimidation, minflueatiol friends
probably ensured that they fost little, lor ships and offenders alike were saan hack i
tradei Norwood, whe presumably fost his job, emerged as norch shipowoner, possibly
with the aid of some of his partners i crime, who may even have enciraged hindao
pequire g barge ship with a view to the ilegad export of more grovvcim exchonge foy
Spuanish gold. The Zeraphyn condd cortainly have ran a heavy cooge Bke grain, perhaps
with more speed and secreey than a number of smal] vesscls. To this conncetion i may
be significant that she had two tactors on hoard, Norwond obvivusly did not have his
owrn resident fuctor in Cadiz as regular north Devon merchants did, bud it would swre-
Iy have been cheaper to hire the services of one of those experienced agents to dispose
of wsmal amount of cloth and 2 few fish.? Novwood, bowever, may have wanded Lo con-
ceab ilie nature of 'other commodities’ on baard. There is, of course, no prool that he
debraunded the custorms on this ocowston, but with his vecord he would certainty have
been capable of doing so!

Whatover suspictons ovcasioned the enguiry ot Torvington in 1587 could have been
totally unfounded, but Lhv: Zeragadorn S subsequent record was not exactly whiter than
white. She ‘sustained mjuries | feom the French ship of war called the Grand
Brvseek .., which probably moant she had been canght attacking e Iying in wait for
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[french merchant ships, and gob Lhe worst ol the encounter, AL Lhis the an inereasing
number of lnglish privateers were allacking nol only Spanish ships bud those of okher
naliong, on the seantiest of pretexis or none, and Roger Norwood had probahily sent
Lhe Zerepivee Lo join he free-lor-all [f 50 he was committing piracy, for he applicd lora
privateering licenee affer the event, when he petitioned the Privy Conneil forletters i
etk stay of some Frepchmen's goods, or letbers of licence 1o be rovenged as L may's
There 15 no record thal he was ever granted such a licenve either in response to Lhis
appiication, made in IB87, or on account of his losses al Caddiz,

The next year Lthe Zeraphyn was ‘prossed’ by the Lord Admiral fise service against
the Armada, but whether she played any part is deubtful, for at the end ol July, when
the capaign was almost over, a letter from the Privy Council informed ihe Lord
Licutenant of Dovan thal ‘one Normvood is said net to have sustained no charge ot alt
towarts the selling forth of the said ship’. Later, however, the Council proclaimed
itsett satiafied {hat the ship had been ‘imploved with Her Majesly™s navy in the late
service df the seas’, and that her owner, having ‘disbursed the whole charge of vict-
nalling his sald ship' was Lo be reimbursed from a tax Lo be levied on local towns and
villuges. In view of the difficulties of raising any kiod of levy in north Devon, i is
anlilely that he ever veccived the money be claimed, - but as none of the many lists
eompiled of ships that served (o any capacity against the Armada mention the
Zergphyn of Torrinetan, it Jooks as i she cither arrived too late or was oot even sent.t

By the end of thix correspondoence the Zeraphyi's owner wag recorded as George
Norwoad, 2o Roger may bhave passed on, ar made himselt scarvee for some reason. Fis
name is lound ne more i the sueviving records, and the Zeraphyn too slips away
huyond the hovizon leaving hehind many wnanswoered questions, and the strong suspi-
cion that her career had been anvthing but “zeraphic?

NOTES AND REFERENCESR

1. Devon Record Office, Z16145 1L Farn gratelul to Susan Serutton of the Torringlon
Flistory Soetety for deawing my attention o this docaiment, Iwit be dear where it
has been used in the rost ol the article, so oo further relorence will be made Lo,

2. T Risdon, Survey of the County of Decon (1811, vpl. Baenstaple, 19700 274 Public
Record Office (herealter PROD, B180. 926/1. 925710, 933/1, Bxcheyuer Quueen's
Remembrancer Porl Books, Barmstaple 15656, and 168132,

9. KR Andrews, Trade, Plunder end Settfenment (Cambridge, 1984), 223,

4. The capaeily of vessels can be roughly estimated from port book records. PRO,
[5 LK) 9378 (Dartmauth, 1599- 16000 shows o vessel of 18 tons loading 70000 fish,
and @ tonner L0 kerseys, PRO, 190 93371 shows the total north Deven export
al cloth i the G months Michaelmas 1581 - Easter E582 {admittedly a time when
thie export Leade wus depressed) as 192 kerseys, 66 pieces of bayes, 30 pieces of
fricze, and 300 ells of Wedmore cloth, which could probably have all been stowed in
one Targe vessel with voom to spare. The Zeraphyn was over 180 lons - one recond
ot 8§ helow | says 200,

AN Wiltons, Cantrebeond Cargoes (1958 51,

B, Historicol Manuseripts Commission Reperds, 9, Salisbury XIIH, 136; PRO, Eis0
0231 shows that eonfessed ships and mevchands were trading again Acts of e
Privy Cowncil thereatter APCY, 1591-2, 480, shows the attitude of north Devon




merghants to action by customs officers — one merchant and hiz ‘eomplices” riotous-
Iy breaking down warehouses and removing confiscated goods!

West Country Studics Libravy, Moger Wills, Wil of William Andrew, 1578, faclor in
Cudiz for William Ley of Torrington. The son of 2 Bideford merchiant, the testater
wmention 3 other Englishmen living there, of whom 2 bore the names of north
Devon merchant families (Dernis and Wescombe),

N, Calendar of Stade Papers, Domestic, 1581-90, 449,

& APC, XVIE, 201, L Alexander and W.R. [looper, The History of Cread Forrington

{Sutton, 1948}, 126-27.
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DEVON DEATH CENTENARY

Sir Richard Grenville 11542-15010 Soldier amd cotonizer. Son of Roger Grenville, a
captain of the Mary Rose and Tost with that ship. Birthplace uncertain but more likely
to have been in Cornwall than in Devon but Liter had cluse associations with Bideford.
Admitted [nner Temple 1569, M 1563, served in Hungary 1567/8. Interested in
Munster Plantation with Ralcigh, in scheme for S American settlement and in priva-
teering. Led expoeditions to Virginia in 1585 and 1586 and would have sailed again in
1588 but ships diverted against Armada, Secved ub home during that campaign and
onee more developed Irish bind interests, [n 1591 appointed Vice Admiral of squadron
under Lord Thomaos Howard, sent to intercept treasure {leet but which was itselt sur-
prised by o superior Spaaish foree. In circwmstances never clearly established but var-
iously altributed Lo lack of nautieal knowtedge, pig headedness or false semse of hon-
our on his partl, the Revenge, his Hagslup, Gailed to (How the rest of the squadron in
weathering Lhe Spanish leel, [nstead she fonght a 15 hour engagement with it but
while inflicting damage on the enemy and ercating a patriotic legend she nevetheless
became the only FBnglish battleship to survender in the Spanish War, Grenville died of
womnikls shortly after the action,

ADRIAN REED

SAMUEL BROWN’S PLAN TO BRIDGE THE TAMAR

Keith 8. Perkins

Robert Stecenson (1T72-1850), in his article Deseriptions of Bridpes of Suspension
(1821), desceribes the Union Chain Bridge buill over the River Tweed near Berwick in
1820 by Caplain Samuel Brown RN, (1776-18562) as being ‘the first hridge of suspen-
siont evected in Great Britain, ealenlated for the passage of loaded corvinges”.! An
artist’s impression of the bridge by Alexander Nasmyth? thefore creclion ) is now in Lhe
possesston of the Royal Soctety of Arts. Robert Stevenson attended Lhe opening cere-
mony of the bridge on 26 July 1820,

The Barl of Morley, whose property al Saliram in Southy Deevon formed the southern
bank of the Laira, was so impressed by accounts ol the Tweed Bridge that, in
September 1822, he engaged the services of the young Plymouth eivil engineer James
Meadows Rendel (17989-1856) Lo design such a bricdge for hion - privately - to eross the
Plym estuary at Laira? Rendel had, by chance, about 1817 asissted Thomas ‘lelford
(1757-1834} and possibly Captain Brown in a joint scheme towards the erection of o
suspension bridge across the River Mersey al Runcorn. Despite the unanimous acecep-
tance of the desipn by the bridge committes, nothing came of the Runcorn propasuad!
Telford and Brown went their own wavs: whilst Rendel, eardy in 15322, left Tellord's
empley 1o set up his own civil engineering practice in Plymouth, He wrote:

In Beptember 1822, having projectad a bridge of suspension across the Tamae at
Saltash, 1 wailed oo the Barl of Mocley to selicil his support. With thal quickness,
which i all matters of business characterizes his Lordship, he suggested Lthe appli-
cotion nf the prineiph: 1o a bridpe aver the Lavy, and divected me Lo Lurn my atton-
gion to a design for that puepose.'®

A committee of erninent practical and civil engineers, led by Mare [sambard Bruned,
appoved Rendebs design, but early tn 1823, Rendel faced, throngh Morley, an irale
Captain Brown, wha claimed that Rended had made ‘an exact Lransciption of his play’
ifns his Union Chain Breidger. s the opinion of C.T, Welch® that Brown had hoped o
e the enganeer wt Baivae No doubt bitler and shocked, Rendel retaliated in a letler Lo
Morley: ’

[ eanceive it will he quite unnecessary for me to remark that Caplain Brown wish-
as Lo grasp at everything in the shape of suspenston bridges and therefore of course
feels sore al the idea of one being built without him. It appears lo me that Captain
Brown, in the heat of the moment, forgot himsell . | | thowever), a divect answor Lo
Caplain Brown;'s charges of my having copied his patent speeilication, | must flat-
by contradict bim . .7

Rendels involvement al Laira though, elfectively renoved him from the Fionnr
seene; where the aspirations of ‘Noblemen, Genllemen and Landed proprictors i adjo-
cent parts of Devon and Cornwall’ — who were cqually inspued by aceounts of the
Union Chain Bridge - were amplified by o unanimous desive Lo see p similar stractuve
erected over the River Tamar ol Saltash. Duaring carly 1823, Captain Brown - who






“The difficully Lo he surmounted with the Treasury is. their requiring private seeu-
vity {or the vepaymaent of Lhe loan of £40.000 in aid of the sum required Lo eflect
Lhis work; instead of accepting the Lolls on the bridge, as o securily for the pay-
ment of the money which the Treasury may authorize to be advanced, and which
in objoets of loss general interest has been acceded to in the two nstanees, namely,
the Dartmoor Rail road, and the Bude canal. The inhabitants of the neighbourhoond
are much impressed with an idea, that if the subject eould be brought under His
Majesly’s consideration, that the welfare of the inhabitants of Cornwall and
Pevon, and the erection of 2 work ealeudated to rajse the seientific charaeter of Lhe
Nation, would inlerest the royal mind: but awarve of the impropriety of such an
intrugion they do not venlure Lo make i’

Henvy Woolleombe concluded with the hopes thal a board conld be raised lor consid-
ering the report of the Swrveyor General, and coming to o ‘determination”, whelher a
Memorial shall be presented on the subject to the Tecasury . .. he presscd for such a
mueting, on behalf of all interested parties 0

Thonughis of ever being suecosstul in their endeavours must have been a constant
worry to Henry Woolleombe and the bridge committes, for in all seven vears were Lo
pass before, on 22 Mareh 1830, a last effort Lo seeeeed took the form of & handbill, and
newspaper advertisements, in E‘m'ming' the general public thal:

o aomeeting will be held on WEDNESDAY, the SEVENTH day of APRIL next, at
ELLIOTTs ROYAL HOTEL, in ithe Town of Bevonport, at Twebve at noon, for the
purpose of taking into conzideration the Plan and Estimate that will be then laid
before the Meeting, for erecting A bridge across the Tamar ., 0

Alag! The die had already been cast when, on 19 March - just. FOUR days before the
announcement of the meeting ot Elliott’s, Captain Samuel Brown's newly completed
suspension bridge over the Soulh Esk River at Montrose in Scotland partially col-
tapsed during a boat-race. As 700 people on the bridpge rushed from one side to the
othor, there was a loud veport as the Lop, main chain - on the east side - snapped at
the northern point ol suspension! Many speclators were erushed and there was n seri-
ous loss of life, By 26 Mareh Gust seven days laler), Samuel Brown had arrived back in
Montrose to investigate the tragedy ) The Lords of the Tressury, and ool least the
Duchy of Cornwall, almost certarmty would have been influenced by the Montrose
alamity in their consideration of the Sattash Chain Bridge proposal. And, as il turned
out, the Tamar did nof got it road suspension bridge at Saltash until 1961, more than
130 yenes tater!

Our slary is nol guite complete: Rended - having finizhed the construction of a cast-
iron bridge at Labra in 1827 (not o suspension bridge as was intended originallv) was,
between 1828-183 1, engaged in - amongst other things - the development and intro-
duction of the Steum and Chain Floating Bridge, a comparatively cheap but safe mode
of communication over the River Dart at Dartmouth. 1% The project was not lost to the
imagination of the Saltash Bridge Commiltee who, having lost out on the bridge
scheme, now studied the intial success of this novel eraft — capable of bransporting
vehicies in ‘roll on, voll off” Fashion, as well as pedestrian tralfic — when fiest it came
into serviee on 19 Augost 1831 Three months later, on 25 Nuvember, the commiltee
chairman - LT, Coryton - communicated through Heary Woollcombe wilth officers of
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ithe Duchy of Cornwall informing them thal it is now the intention of a Company of
Noblemen, Gentlemen and Landed proprictors .. to apply to Pacliament in the ensu-
ing session, for leave to bring in g Bill to establish such a Floaling Bridge at Saltash,
[n the event, the Saltash Ploating Bridge, designed by J.M. Rendet in 1531 and buill
by John Pope at Turnchapel in 1832, was established across the Tamar in February
1833 ... But therein lies anolher slory,

Footnotes:

I The Union Chain Bridge, buill by Captain Samuel Brown in 1828, on behalf of the
Berwick and North Durham Turnpike Trust, s now an Ancient Monument main-
tained in o serviceable state by the Tweed Bridges Prust, Northembertand,

2. Hir Samuel Brown (knighted in 1838) was responsible for greatly improving the
manufacture of Chain Cables for the Royal Navy and the Merchant Service, and
oy designs For suspension bridges. The Montrose disasters and others of similar
nalure serve Lo vernind us Lhat real suceess is never achieved easily - a sad rellec-
tion on Samuet Brown, who died at Blackheath in 1852, hronieally, the Montrose
Suspension Bridge was eventually restored by Plymouth eivit engineer James
Meadows Rended, [f survived until 1930 when il was demaolished,

Notes, Sources anud Acknowledgements

1. Stevenson, Robert, Oescription of Bridges of Suspension, Bdinburgh Philosophical

Jownal Vol 5 (142 1), Stevenson designed and built the Bell Rock Lighihouse 1807-

181 1. He atso was the grandfather of Roberl Lotis Stevenson the celebrated novel-

1at.

As well ax being 2 landseape artist of some note, Alexander Nasmyth was also an

tccomplished porteail painter. Hig portrait of the poet. Robbie Burns, now in the

National Gallery, Fdinburgh, is deseribed as the most authentie (see Dictionary of

Nuational Bivgraphy, Robert Burnsh Alexander's son Jumes, originated the system

upon which James Meadows Rendel based his Qoating bridges al Dartmouth,

Saltash, Terpoint and clsewhere, James Nasmylh also invenled (he sleam ham-

mer, and s application as pile driver. Both were adopled al Devonport dockvard:

See Samue] Smiles ad - James Nusmvih, An Auwdobiography 1885,

3 Welch, G M A, “The iron bridge at Plymowth’, Transactions of the Devonshive
Aszociation, vob 98 1866 p.370.

4. Hopkins, Hod. A Span of Bridges, 1970 p. 186,

f. Rendel, J.M. “The iron bridge at Plymouth, 1830, Transactions Hlymouth
Athenaeunt L

6. Welch, C.E. M.AL op cit p.372.

7. Morley Papers Ace 69 — DRO (West), Letter, Rendel to Morley, 6/2/1823.

‘Baltash Chain Suspension Bridge’ - Western Lomingry 12 Augusl 1823

— West Briton 22 August 1823

— Prospectus 1823, DRO (West) 124971,

9. Saltash Bridge — Avchives, Duchy of Cornwall. Letter, Geo Harvison to The. Abbotd
{both officers of the Duchy of Cornwally 14 August 1823,

10, ibid — Letter, Hemry Woollcombe to Sir William Knighton Barl, 243/1824,

11, ihid — Bridge across the Tremar, Randbill, 22 March 1830,

1=

*

13






The Exeter licensee, My CGill, may have shown the ‘photographic portraits’ seen at an
Arl Union conversazione? at Exetor during 1842 - perhaps giving viewers an inkling
of Lhe later debates concerning orl and pholography. Such later debates could be
seathing:

‘Now, honestly, how many of those photographs do the young ladies justice? Do
any? Ave nol Lhe majority atrocious libels? [n how many of the positions selected by
the photographer would a porbrail painter have placed his sitter? I appears singu-
far that such an utter want of ardistic feeling and taste should be shown in the
majority of photographic portraits, but such is undeniably the case .. In many
cases, the professional pholographer has laken up pholography as a profession,
and 50 long as he makes il pay he is content. He does it by machinery; he has oo
knowledge of art, no feeling for the heautilul; and in many cases, as any one ean
see, is entirely ignorant of the optical properties of his lenses . . {On Lundseapes):
if any of my hearers have any idea of taking up pholography as an art, [ hope they
will commenece wilh o determination not to be content Ll they produce pho-
tographs as faithful o nature as possible, thus vendering them worlhy to be
elassed as artistic produchions . . . (On advice): Books and pamphlets on phologra-
phy are plentiful, letters wrilten Lo the jotrnals are legion, and yet, | doubt il one
in every Lwenty authors has ever shown a really good picture, And when you lake
wwiny Lhe standard works on phf;t‘ﬂg aphyv, by Messvs, Hardwich, Sutton, Hunt,
Eake Price, and one or two others, the first three being accomplished chomists, as
well ag pholographers, few indeed are left of which the authors are known as
accomplished photographers. ™

Fehoing simbar sentiments, a P Seobt in 1866 also pointed out the use of farniture’
in studio photography, especially the baleony:

1 never see this balenny but it reminds me of a story of a sign-painter, who though
his range of subjects was Hmited, vet excelled in painting one thing - viz., a red

lion, Whenever he was sent to paint 2 stgn, whatever the landlord or his better half

proposed, the artist was sure Lo talk them round to a red lion. This was a true sign
tor a British landlord Lo have. So il is with the photographs, A porlrat ilsell is
something sentimental. Tt is often a love-gift; and whal so suggestive as moonht
nigltls, sofl sighs, sentimental sevenades, and stolen kisses, as a balcony. So we
have o bhaleony tn all pessible forms, and under all possible conditions, Anoiher
ohject which constantly meets our eve is a Greck column, or something that is
intended for such, This is introduced into all manner of interiors. For whad, purpos-
cs one cannod possibly imagine, or to whal particulwr order it belongs i is diffienlt
io tell, Then the high backed profusely earved chatr s another piece of furniture in
great reguesl, And these chairs show their Tegs to such an extent, and with such
astentatinus ohtrusiveness, thal one gets to feel, with the American ladies, the
indelicacy of the exposure. In fact. i often becomes a question whether or not the
artist intended to give the portrails of balconies, cotumns and chaiv-legs, the silter
being merely an auxiliary, so prominent are these made ... The background
should be of un even Lint, and lighter towards the top, A curtain is often scon hang-
ing down one side, and this is not a bad arrangement, if all pattern be destroyed,
and uo hard outline allowed Lo form a fong fine against the background, I may
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also be made useful in bringing the figure inte the background, to prevent the
hardoess felt when all the outline is distincily {raveable. You never sce a picture
frann the easel of a greal master where every pard of the figure stands forth in
mirked outhine lrom the hackground.t

tThe baleomy’ was still featwred in siudio portraits of seldicrs during Lhe First Workd
Waa b

Richaed Beard’s patent-right would expire in 1853, so it is intriguing that durbyg
August 1852 the Exeler engraver Owen Angel opened ‘pholographic rooms’ making
dagucrreniype porlraits at 92 Fore Street, Bxeter® Both Augels wite and daughter
practiced pholography. Angel veceived 2 silver medal® fram the Birmingham
Photographic Socicety (186 0, and a medal® from the Photographic Soctely of Greal
Britain (1877). He would stilf copy old dageurreolypes? for customers as late as 1870,
He beeame o member of the Exetor Cuardians for St Sidwetl Ward, " andd & memboer of
the City Couneil 1t

Howoever, Exeter’s Castle Tervace studio was siill in husiness, During the 1850s-
18605 the divectories and census returns show the long association bebween Lhe studio
wrnd it M John Jury - until his eventual relirement Lo Marlow Villa at nearby Union
Road (identified loday by the inseribed house name). By 1854 the Castle Terrace studio
— known as *Beard’s Daguerreolype Institution” -- was being used by the firm of Britton
which also had a branch ol 40 High Streel, Barnstaple”® The Castle Terrace studio
sold photographic ‘appuratus and chemicals’ as well as taking photographs, ™ but so
dicd Owen Anpel who advertised:

Thomas' Xylo Lodide 1s. Gd. per ounce: pure chemicals of every deseriplion; glass
Beelhs and glass plates of alk sizes; Canson's, Turner's, albumenized and waxed papers,
ad London prices; tostraction given in the coodion process: daguerreolype purtraits
taken dajly# -

[from 1854 the numboer of photographers in Bxeter increased. Augustus De Niceville
had his studio, the ‘gallery of photography’, ot W, Spreal’s Lithographic
listablishment, 2289 Fligh Street.!™ De Niceville made slercodcopic poriraits, also
stercoscopic views probably marketed by Spreat who bad the studio on his premises
for matny years and so may have learnt some pholography,

donathan Walker, an Bxeter engraver of 14 Gandy Streel, wos a photographer by
1856, 1% Of interest is the miniature painter Mr L Tremboit who advertised:

WL Tremiet!, (Established Twenty-Give Years,) Miniature Painter & Photographic
Artisl, 6 Lower Paris Street, And from the London School of Photography.
Instantaneous Collodion Porteaibs taken daily, coloured (f desived) Lo resemble the
linest miniatures, LT vontures Lo alfiem that these Porteails for accuracy of like-
ness, and arvbistie finish, cannot be surpassed by any pictures of Lhe Kind either
wilhin or oul of London, xeter, February 6Lh, 1856574

Some paintings by Tremlelt ean be seen at the Devon and Exeter Institution {Fxeler
views) and Exoter Museum (two miniabures)

By 1837 the London Photopraphic Company was advertising ‘portraits for the mil-
Lion' from one shilling, and claiming 2309 portraits taken in three weeks at 45 High
St., Exeter ! That firm had branches at 88 Unton St. and 17 Bedford St Plymoudh.
i Phatography may have become part of a new form of business orgunisation — the
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A DARTMOOR OCHRE WORKS

Helen Harrvis

Litlle appears Lo be known about a former workiog lor ochre, the remaing of which are
plainly vizible on the western slopes of Smeardon Down, in Peter Tavy parish on the
adge of Daclmoor,

Ochre, a yellow clay-like subsiance, is a form of ivon oxide thydrated lerric oxide)
which may oecwr as a product of Lhe decomposition of lavas and basic igneous rocks,
nolably pyrite. {n south-west England it bas been found at several mining places, in
clay-tike beds or as a sediment in adits. In some cases iL was extracted asa by-prodaet
of the main mining venlure, and Dines notes around twenty sources in Cornwall and
Devon, with total recorded output for the two counties mnownting Lo about 7,000 Lons,
although this may be much less than setual quantities. Yellow ochres were also mined
in Lhe Golden Valley at Wick, Gloucestershire, and in Oxfordshire and Devbyshire
until deposils became exhausted and working uneconomic, causing supplies to be
tmported from oversens.

Most people will probably associnle the word ‘ochire’ and the names of relaled sub-
stanees with colours in a paint-box, hnd, indeed, it was for use as a colour pigment
that ochre became sought. Paint manulacture and papermaking have drawn on ochre
supplies, as bas the Tinolewm industry (or use as a e It has also been used for Lind-

ing bricks and cement. The actual colour tones of gchre can, in fact, vary from a buff

vellow through brown Lo shades of red, and these may become even brighter when the
material is pround down. In trading matters the lerm ochre is gencreally used when
the substance has o fervie oxide content of below 75 peor cent - with a higher praportion
il 15 cubled ‘natural ved oxide’, In several places manganese (also worked in the past tor
its colouring effects) veeurs in proximity to iron oxide. and this may eause various
shades of brown, from lighter ‘siennas’ where proportions of manganese arve low, to
deeper 'wmbers’ where there is a higher concentration, and these tones may be varied
Further as cither raw’ or hurat’ - the latter being the preduct of roasting which pro-
duces particularly rich shades,

In Devon ochre was extracted in recorded quantities from Devon Creat Cunsols -
the tamous nincteenth century copper mine in the Taoto Valley - and from Haytor
and Smallacombe iron mines in Usington parish, on Dartmoom’s soulh-eastern finge.
Umber was also worked in nearby Ashburton, and both minervals also ot places in
nerth Devon, On the weslern side of the county ochive has been produced in small
unrecorded amounts rom the manganese mines al Chillalon and Hogstor and in the
Bowden Down and Whiteslone areas of Brentor. (AL Brenlor ochre is said to have been
worked (rom a pit for about ten vears around 1880 by a Launceston firm, and washed
in a stream there before being sent away in barrels, ! Residues were also vecovered
there durving the wartimes of Lhe present cenlury for tse in camouflage paint

8o Far, however, although the sile itself offers clear indications, no information has
come to Hght in published matter concerning the Peler Tavy ochre workings. Attention
was drawn reconily to these pasi activities by an elderly resident of Peter Pavy, Mr
frank Collins, who remembers being told of the ‘ochie pits” by deceased family mem-
bers, and hearing recollections from them of how the Higher Mill feat would at tmes
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be eoloured yelow due Lo water Howing from the areu. My Collins has not been able to
find any local person who knows anylhing aboul the ochre pits.

Documentary sources have revealed just o Hetle about these past endenvours, and
show that interest in the production of sehre at Peter Pavy dates certainty [rom as
early as the [8:10s. A notice in the Mining Jowrned of 19 July 1845, relating Lo Peler
Favy Oehre Works, offered two shares (o a company of 100 shares) for sale ab an aue-
tion held in Plymounth by G, Carne.® Then, on 8 Moy 1846, The Plyvmonth Times,
Drevonport, Stonchowse and West of Kngland Aedvertfser veporied:

OCHRE WORKS ON DARTMOGR - A company has been eslablished for working
an an exlensive sett, in the parish of Peter Tavy, found to be very productive of yel-
fow ochre: which 1 staled can he raised at a great profit to the advenivrers;
upwards of 25 tons cau be returned, and prepared for the market weeldy, at from
251, to 308, per ton which can be readily sold at £5 and £6 por ton. The company is
divided into 200 shares with s capital of £400 paid up, and it is caleulated that

about £150 more will be suffieient Lo bring them into a profitable state

Whoether or not operations proceeded on Lhe site al this slage is not known, There
are no indications of any actual production. Indeed, working of any significunce in the
184{ seems improbable, judging by details of digging and site preparvation authorised
in draft documents a deende or so later,

In 1858 o draft was tssued by the Duke of Bedford (o a consortiom of London men.
giving permission [or mining, and working for ochre in Peter Tavy parish, for a period
of 21 vears from Lady Doy L8594 Rent was to be €25, with ducs of one-fiflecenth on
metals and minerals and & pence a ton for achre ‘to be dug, broken, raised and gotton
within the said Hmits'. The indenture wis in the names of Willinm Saol, Abraham Savl
and Joseph Sarl, all of 17 and 18 Cornhill, Landon, silversmiths: John Willian
Williamson of Serle Strect, Lineoln's Inn, Barrister al Law: and Mathew French
Wagstalfe of 1 Walcotl Place, Lambeth, surgeon.

A further document, a drafl licence Lo work, was issued Lo the same parties the fol-
lowing year, lo commence on Lady Day 1860 lor 21 vears, with reni again al £25 but
dues now at one-tenth, The mining of ather metals was not now authorised. The
indenture allowed for the working of ochre on the strata of clay “within or under all
that pareel of b part of Smeardon Down, being part of the Commons of the Parish
and Manor of Peler Tavy and alse these several pieces or parcels of land called or
known by several names of Heards, Stoncland, Kasttand (These parcels ol land in the
oceupation of Richard Peck as tenant). The avea was defined by an accompanying
map. (See prge 229

Irn order to ‘bring to grass’ the ochre, the licensces were entitled to dig and make
such adits, shalts, pits, drilts, leats or wadercourses and Lo ervecl such sheds, houses,
cngines, warehouses and other butdings as Lhe lessees shall from time o time think
necesaary .. Wavleave and passage for general traflic through the grounds, and
tarming, were reserved. Work was Lo proceed within 12 calendar months, and the effi-
cieney of methods was specified, wilh the requirements of employing at least four able
miners for at {east six montha, All the ochre found was to be property dressed, {it for
sake it least every 3 months, with due nolice to the Bedford office in Favislock 1o allow
fin sampling iF required, There were furthey requirements concerning payment and
aceounts, maintenanee of good repair, and the erection of fonces,









WHEELS WITHIN WHEELS

MGl Dickinsan

For the Couniy Uouncifs Centennial Joffrey Stanyer gave us an administrative anl
pufitical history of the Devon Counly Couneil,! while Michael Hlawkins contributed a
history of the Higliways of Devon (aimed at o somewhat wider audiences? Annd hgr
geende i opening ued the operation of the thivty year rule oo opens a hurther seg-
muenk of the Bxoter City and Deven County Counedl recards Ly would-be histortans in o
wide field. Amung the records of greatest interest must be eather earlier sues, velaging
ta the Countys roads in the vears when motor transport lest hegan to bave it impacet
on Ui, $love twa brief sketehes ave offered: they ave culled from the Crunty Comneil's
Dradt Fites series. Comparison with the appropriate Minutes both of frdb Counei] and
of Committees, as well as their cguivadends in the Bxeler City series necd Lo e made
to obtain a final balanced history.

I The foxeter Bypass Rordd

Under the Excter Town Plinning Scheme of 1928 two routes had been proposed for
the Fxeter bypass road. The one running fram Whipton te Alphington was chosen.
while the alternative route, which Ty outside the then administeative boundaries of
the City {from Pinhoe vin Middlemaor and Countess Wear to Maulfords was rejected.
Ne major step had been takea three years lagter, when, under the Trunk Roads
Programme of 1920 (which was alse an Unemployment Relief Measure} the then
Minister of Transport began o being pressure to bear on locad authorities to commerne
work in emrnest on the numerous raad improvement schemes then being muoted
throughoul the country.

Thie Fate of the Exeter scheme and the Whipton to Alphinglon route was decidet) ot a
Conlrrence held in London on 13 December 19249 This roule appeared to have seeared
olficial neceplance, when, inan episode reminiseent of a Harvdy nevel, the Minister left
(o enteh w teain, leaving vague instrietions for the cost o be apportiomed between the
Ciby s Che County, but also leaving a fatal ambipuity as to the validity of the
Confevence decision.

The mast positive vesult of the December 1929 Conferenec was to galvanize the
Caunly Counell into taking action. Their response wis Lo eejoct the Whipton to
Alphinglon route on the grounds that a tatally new crassing of the Exe floodplain
would be very expensive to their own ratepayers. A Lthe same tite, it was alleged that
the City woulidl henefit from incrensed rateoble vatucs, By danuary of 1930, Andrew
Warren, Survevor of the Connty’s South Bastern Reads Division, had produced a
scheme entively within tie sdministrative County, over rontes which. it was atleged,
would probably have had (o be improved in any event, His estimate (ov the Pinhos to
Matford route was 185,008, vorpaued with the estimated L226,000 for the Whipton
to Alphington route. Significantly, the County’s proposal made use ol an cxisting rross.
ing of the Exe, Countess Wear Bridge and its causeways dating from 1775

Amid protests hom Bxeter City at the duplicity of the County Couneil, Andrew
Warven’s scheme was submitted to the Ministey of Transport in Septernber 1930 1t
was accepted for completion within five years, with an 80% Minigtry grant, while Lhe
Clounly was empowered Lo float a 20-year loan Lo meet its responsibility. Tenders were

26

prepared for three seetions of Lhe intended road, which were to proceed togeihor, The
seetioms were: Pinhoe to HilE Barton; Hill Bavten o Countess Wears and Conntoss
Wesr Lo Peamore orather than Lo Matlords A proposal was made abso tor a fourth see-
Lt from Poamors Lo Pocombe, but this suppeestion remaoined nebulous and condrover-
sial.

[Mgwever, havdly had work begun, when the Natisnal Bmergency (Lhe aceeptable
phrase for the financial ceisis of 1931 sbrack. The County Counctl agreed to have the
three accepted stages of the voad completed in sequence vather than proceeding
together, A decision on the Peamore to Pocambe section (estimated fo cosi £6LOOO)
was postponed on the grounds that braftic for Caornwal b woudd go throngh Bxeter with
or withoul an altvrnative route.

tn the cvent, the contract for the seetion to EHIE Barcton waes signed in May 193 1.
That for the seeond seetion was wont by Staverton Builders and wgned in Oclober
1933, Problems over negotiations for the Countess Wear to Pemnore section (Lhe orig-
inal ennbroctin: for the roadwarks withdrew? lost the seven months of the vemr 1935
most favenrable to vowd construction, and the new contractors sipned only in
Novemboer of that yewr

[t was nod kil 22 Febeuaey 1938 that Dr Leslie Bargin, then Minister of Transpord,
opened the completed road, T had cost £230,000 and was fimished in six yveaes elsht
months, as against the aviginal estimate of C185 000 over Gve vears, The section o
Pocombe rematued a proposal.

Jome of the miner details make almost as much impression as the avorall picture. !
The junctions, including bollavds, were HL by gas in thelr caoly days: those at Lhe
Honiton spuy road, Middlemoor, s Countess Wear being so equipped in 1935,

The Hoads Beautilying Association and the Counly Agricaltural Adviser {Colin
Roswy put forward vival schemes for planting trees and sheabs over the lerger features
of Lthe resdworks in 1938 and 1939,

Pollowing complelion of the hypass, Connty Councillors from Teignmouth and
Dawlish, who had been amoeng the most ardent supporters of Andrew Warren's
seheme, found Lhemselves vietims of whal would naw be called Blight, Traffic was
heading strajght past Matford tovaods Torguay aand South Devon, They asked tor the
Jayoul at this junetion to be mproved and for mare prominent direction signs to be dis-
played.

W Eeotudion and Revolution in Roaed Plenning

b Lhe contexd of Englizh Tocal history the turmpike, canal joud even the railway com-
mumeitions systems of the eighteenth and nincteenth centurivs, ean be said to hove
Beeny valutionacy, The policies of English national and docal povernment lor mator
vehiele transport between 120 and 1940 remained evolutionury. The typieal responge
was piccemeat inprovement of a road system Fossilisod by o century of railway dovel-
apmend . {E was a policy both land use and landlord friendly-® one which subseguent
experience ol mator roads makes ug view with nostalgia,

For myself, { woukl define a revolutionavy transport system by citing the examples
of Roman roads in Celtic Britain, Generval Wade's roads (o eighleenth contury
Scotland, and of the Lranscontinental railroads in nineteenth centuey Narth Americs.
Significantly there s o molive of military conguest, colonial expansian, ov al least of
establishing a centralised government, common to these examplos, 14 was suvely no
aceident that the frst road system in Europe designed specifically for motur Lraific
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shonld have evolved in MNational Sacialisl Goermany.

Andrew Warren, surveyor of the South Bastern Reads Divizion of the Devon County
Comneil, rebwrned (rom o visit s Coermean Autobahnen in 1987 o mun bewitched and
bcgui!ud. The reportt he brought bucl deseribes the German roads with something
like awe. Lle reparted that onee a project. was accepled it is full spred nhead’, and that
compidsory avtuisition of land proveeded at a pace and on conditions which would be
uite unaceeptable in England. ‘

[£ it i heing too subjective Lo sense o hint of envy b this repovt, one can only imag-
ine: Warren's feelings as be and his colleapue, R.M. Stone of the North Western
[ivicint, nursed Devon's roads through World War [ against the onslaughts of the
mechanized Allied armics concentritted in the South Wost of Bnglaad?

On the eve of lis vetiroment in 1946, Andrew Warren drafted a plan® for a new rond
from Bxeter to Plymouth, Though there are significant varintions in the raute chosen,
there 15 g recopnisable fkeness to the present ASSIT (Perhaps it could be aited o
cousin germane to it?) Written around the plan itself are the euslings: a bold project,
Lh-e_v elainn, would actualby cost less than further palehwark improvements.

Sourves For this and for further study

1. Jeflvey Stanyer. A History of Devon County Coreneif, 8897839, Deveon Books,
198G, TSN 0861 14-851-7,

9. Michae! Fawkins tand D.L.B. Thomasy, Beeon Roads, Devon Boolas, BISE, [SBN G-
SE11A-817-7,

5 The sources i Lhe Devon Record Offiee most likely 1o he of use in compiling o hdl
acceunt of the Bxeler bypass nre as follows: Exeter City Archives: Minules, Seeries
U617 (ull Councit): Series 970012 (Streets Committees; Seriex 212 (Town
Planning, Devon Counly Council tall need to be ordered 48 hours it advance _UF a
vigii: 1AB/R-1d Pull Couneily 16 1/G-13 (Main Roadsy; 181/6/1 «Bypass Sub
Coramittee); Series. B U-original Plans and Contracts; Draft Tiles nos. 844 to 857
tand subnumbers in each casel.

A The material for Lthese comes from Devon County Council Drafl Files 685371

763/ 1A: 806/5 — (which need to he ordered 48 howrs m selvance of a visit 1o Lhe

Devon Rocord Offiee.)

he then Lord Churston was able w make extendaed negotialions to protect his ten-

anls at Dean Prior between 1920 and 1995 see Devon County Drait File 552,

6. The Autobahn report and A38 plan woere placed - signilicantty - in o =ingle lile

(Devon County Coupeil Deafts 702440

Plovon County Couneil Drafts 662/24 documents the cemoval of material from roadd

dusnps by a British unit. and Drafts 68871/31 damage to a Irvicdge by “Yanks', amwng

many examples! (In the smal Northeountry town o which this wriler's sehool was
evacualed, remaval of road surface by tanks of a Cavadian armaured unit, and its
replacement by Couneil worlimen, was oovepular diversion tr the |)'.lpi|.‘i {here)
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A VIEW OF LOCAL HISTORY IN DEVON

Neville €. Oswald

For one who had given no previous thought to becad histury 50was & privilege, when |
vatived fram medical pracuice in 1975 and returncid to (he county of my childhowd, to
seel at least an acquaintance wilh the subjeet. Yot my ignacance of the avatlable facit-
ities was then complete, The Bbravies in Exeter and Phymouth held no serprises, bat
the county record oflices posed problems becouse T knew nothing of the nature of their
possessions or the sort of services they provided. | learnt to visil thom with specific
reguests and, when the staff came to know me, was delighted with the profusion of ved-
cevant material they managed to unearth. Watking through the Cathedral Close ane
day ['saw, by chane, the beass plate of the Devonshire Assuciation. Having previously
hewrd of the associotion and thinking it to be similar o a London club wilth elderly
pentlemen sitting in leather chors, [ entered and of course Tound gomething very dif-
ferent. Many other would-be local historians must have had similar experiences.

Already determined, before my retivement, Lo write an account of epidemies in
Bevon over the centuries, T made little progress until { went to the West Country
Studies Lilrary in Excler, There T was immedintely Laken in hand by Me Paley. Lhe
librarian, and was shown baoks and journals relating to the county and the valwable
colloction of coples of parvish registers belonging Lo the Devon aad Cornwall Record
Soviety, They strengthencd my vesolve to write and therelw to join that band of ama-
tewrs which over the vears has sought to dlluminate the story of Devon's past.

{ was initiolly tnmpressed by Lwo aspects of local history, namely the invatvement of
the University ot Exeter and the row upon tow of books on parechial histary in the
West County Studies Library, [ coubd not believe thad, academic historians would he in
the least interested in anvihitng [ might write any more than § eould vnderstand why
se many people bad gone o such lengths in deseribing minutine in the parishes in
which they Hyed. Surely there were good historical reasons.

During the last 400 vears BPeven has been genorpusly supphed with antiguarians
and historioms, amongsi the most distinguished being Leland, Camden, Dugdale and
Lysons, whose considerable eontributions have embelizhed the vather torpid offerings
of @ host of lesser men and women. They were Tor the most part amatears whase aca-
demie gqualifications nre not eastly discovered, Many parsans and physicians may be
recognised in the carlier litevalure by thehr prefixes ond qualifieations but the veeupa-
tions of Lthe great magorily, ncluding binweyers, cannot be identified. A glance al the
Transections of the Devanshive Association shows that from its beginning in 1862 to
the 18305 ahout une-half of ils authors had a aniversity degree, usually a Moster of
Arts, most of them from Oxbord or Cambridge. Sieee then, the propmtion with degrees
has risen 1o about Tenr in five, o third of them from Bxeter Untversity, Fvidently, that
publication on the cownnly’s boeal history draws its canteibutors from g veey small sce-
tion of the community. The secupational distribution of same authors in the past twert-
Ly yeses 15 detailed in sueeessiee issies of The Devan Historian, of whom about one-
vuartir Hsted theiv conneclions with Exeter University and o simitar number with
other untversitios i Leaching establizhments, The remaining ol were varionsly
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accupied. Five engincers wrote respectively on bwo distinguished engineers of Lhe past,
a Moating bridge, o nearhy vatlway and, for good measure, a poet. Farmers, housewives
and sel-proclaimed amateurs vecorded their dilTersnt interesls. Hall-a-dozen diplo-
mals and civil servanis choze the fwo most populnr subjects, niunely biography and o
local item from within their parishes. Authors in the Transactions of the Deeanshive
Association in the same period chose o rathor wider seatter of tithes with more empha-
sis on geology and fora, in keeping seith the Association’s various sections.

This matley colleckion of authors, with professors rubbing shoulders with beginners,
gives recorded local history is peculiar Navour. Academie historinns cannol possibly
cover the whole range of local history, nor are they gualified to do so, while amateurs,
some with speciatist knowledge, are free to vecord optuioms shich may be serutinised
later by Lhelr beliers and placed oo Jarger context.

Reverting to the books that have appeared in profusion during the tast 150 years,
they have progressed from Lhe musings of parsons and country sguives Lo a rather
hroader pregentation, so that daring the present contury a sub-specialily ol local histo-
ry has come Lo be veeognised. Whilst its scope has yot to be defined’, the qualities that
a local histovian should possess have been clavified, In essence, they embrace the abil-
ity to describe the origing, prowth and pogsible deeline of a local community, and to
inchude s avchacological, geographical, ecconomie, religious, parliamentary and civic
aspeets, together with a good grounding in Boglish history 3 To achiove these noecds
little less than o lifolong study, Yel that is what happens oceasionally, For instance,
[osking elabms hat his history Deeor? §s no morve than a study of Toeal history, Part-
time amatewrs woukd be well advised to setthe for rather less,

What qualitics are needed fn making sensible observations on local history”? Rouse's
deseription of Hosking' books on Devon as heing learned, graphic and humane’® ean
hardly be improved upon, Learning can only come from vears of study of national and,
Lo some extent, international literature and constant assoctation with one's eolleagues
al work: il may be acguired through diligence. The ability Lo be graphic is more difli-
cult, whether in lecturing or writing, and needs hardly less study. Without i, histori-
ans are nol. alone in finding thev lecture to meagre andiences and have few readers for
their publieations. Historians, as opposed to antiquarians whoese function is primarily
descriptive, must be humane in that their prineipal parpose is to place events of the
pest in an huwmane context.

The Amateur Historian

There 1s no reason why would-be amalewr historians cannot aspire to these guali-
ties, but Lhey do not come easily, With the necessary sense af purpese, they can under-
Lake the faboricus task of assembling data and then. aided by the literature, tey Lo
interproet them and finably acquire that combinalion of gravily apd the common touch
which can make even a dull subject exciting, My main Lask, in writing of epidemies in
[evon, was Lo compile the tolal deaths month by month of over three million people
which had been recorded in parish registors during Lhe vears 1538 to 1837 5 At periods
of great activity, such as the Napoleonic wars, burials in the Plymouth parishes of 8t
Andrew, Charles and Stole Damerel average about L5060 2 vear between them, [was
unable to cover more than ahoul forty years for one of them at o visit and that involved
a journey of 25 miles each way To transeribe the registers at Bxeter, 45 miles distant,
{ staved overnight in an hoted on severad oeeasions, Other tmpotant registers stll held
in their parish churches necessitated separate Jowneys. The Lask involved a degrec of

30

stoicism which Uhad acquired from provious experiences. For lteratuwre, Hosking'
Devont and several medical hooks sufficed.

Searching the literalure poses several problems for an amateur who has not. done it
betore. Even a visil to a ibrary may be a frustrating experience, principaily boeause he
does not know where to start and a blank exprossion is untikely (o stimulate the stalf,
In time, he diseovers the contents of librarvies, record oflices and olher collections and
the means of finding his requirements. Bven thon primary sources, which are often so
important, may be difticult Lo trace or be lodged as far away as London. Bn which case
he may decide to compromise, especialy if he lives on one of the remoter parts of the
countty. and limit himsell to material (hat is casily accessible. Hence, articles by ama-
teurs are atmost by definition jncomplete.

Acquainiance with local history may be gained in easy stages, through one of the
many socielies that have been founded in recent decades, These admirvable institutions
held meetings throughouwt, the winler months which attract enthusinstic audieneos of
local people. many of whont have lived in Lhe viemity for wost of their lives. They espe-
cially welcome speakers whose subjects ean be related to theie members' experiences;
lov this reason, guestion times are often lively and informative. From Lime Lo Lime
somebody amongsi. them, afler months of preparation. summons courage Lo address an
audience for the first time alter which, aunidst general acelaim, he (or she) sits down
spent bul seeretly exultant. The fivst hurdle has boen surmounted and the new speal-
or is able to contemplate his future ambitions,

Having sampled the detights and frasiralions of his fiest communiestion, he may
have difficulty in selecting another theme, unless he has a speciad experience or guali-
fication he is able Lo explotl, Fe faces an infinity of alternatives, Fle may feel, as many
have done hefore him, that an historieal subject ts not guite respectable unless it refers
to something at least 200 vears ago. Thus, he may seon find himsell delving inlo an
age quite unknownsto him, whose Hterature, Uil is before 1850, is hard to rend. I he
has nobody at hand Lo encourage and advise him, he may wilt or at leasl defer judge-
ment. Allernatively, he may selecl something from recent history, consoling himself
with the thonghl thatl Leland, Camden and Dugdate all weate of their own Limes, I he
cannol even manage that, he may well give up, After all, most amatear historans seek
no miore than a pleasant diversion with a guasi- intellectual content. They know they
are free Lo pull ond at any time, bul these who do may Hve to vegrel it

Do amateurs chodse suitable subjocts? For the most part they Tavour items of o Hm-
ited seope. For example, a detailed deseription of the Tocal baptismead tont might make
an adnvivable contribulion to a lecal history society, but, imbesg it happens to he @ very
speetal font, it is unlikely to exeite much attention further afield, Most amateurs
would he well advised to seleet topics of more general appeal or of more importance to
the county’s history as a whole, Pard of the problem, i seems, i3 not that amateurs
choose unwisely bul that suitable subjecls often fail to find Lhe best amateurs.
Prafessional and business people such as industriabists, financiers, lawyoers, agricul-
turatists and others, many of them relived, have much Lo offer given thelr specialist
experience. Most of them have read their appropriate journads for years and know
something of the historical background of their subject. Yet very tew apply their exper-
tise to toead history whoere, i thelr own sphere, thev could speak or write more author-
ttalively than anybody olse. There are many reasons why (his is so, tanging from a
precceupation with other hobbies to a lack of the stimdus required Lo overcome the
witi] dilticullies
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The Scientitic World

After writing scientific articles for many years, lound the switch to local history a
{ittle difficult. Historians are blessed with o plethora of facts, For example, thoy know
that such and such a building was erected in such and such a vear or period and, hav-
ing selected an aspect of it for study, they ave able W build on 2 factual base, Scientists
are equally concerned with 'facts’, but lthey need to accustom themselves to seeking
them in a sea of uncertainly in which solid facls are few and far between, Certainly a
broken limb may be real enough, but detailed assessment sond management inevitably
involve arbitravy decisions which may or may not be the cight ones. In order (o lessen
the chances of crror, elinicians make use of comparisons and acquire al least an
acquaintance with statistics, neither of which has found much favour in local history.

Comparisens are fundamental to the advancement of clinteal medicine and il is dil-
{icult to see why they should not alse be importani Lo local bistory. Take again the
example of & hbaptismal font. It may be deseribed in tsolalion or as part of a parochial
history, For many scientists, a description of several fonts of similar type and period
should be preferable in that, having selected fonts as a starting point, they would seck
Lo nibble away at them until they felt they bad something useful to conlribute and
then leave it to others to take the matter further, hoping perhaps that somehody would
eventually write a comprehensive study of Devon's fonts, Amongst the reasons why
this iz unlikely to happen would seem to be the principle that loeal historians ordinar-
ily favour an extended parochial history. Adso, an amateur, having sciected his local
font, is more likely to limit his ohservations to bis parish than to go further afield,
therehy adding one more tont to those that have already heen described,

A setentist’s assessment of figures if often far removed from the popular conception
of them, but, local historians do not ordinarily alow themselves to be unduly inhibited
by them. Yel cavelully selected Rgures from the past arve able to provide a framework
tor loeal history thal s ravely exploited by amateurs, For instance, the lotals of men
and ships in Devon ports from the Calais Roll to 1346 to the official statistics of mod-
ern times provide a solid foundation for further stady. Similar fgures arve available for
populations, husbandry, soctal services, education and many other subjects. Property
selecled, they can give subsiance Lo an otherwise undistinguished ariiele, bul they
need to be used wilh circamspection. [ is oflen easy Lo take them at their face value
when Lhey are either uneelinble or oot large encugh for conclusions to be drawn from
them. Curiously, some authors seem to be carried away by figures, pavticularly from
centuries-old wills and the tike, and insist on copying long lists of minule amounts of
maney when a brief summary would suffice,

Conclusion

nterest in the hstory of Deven is probably greater now than it has ever been. Apart
{rom neadermie institutions, which have the responsibility of setting standards, there is
a eonsiderable range of organisations almost wholly sustained by amateurs, which
presents a seemingly infintte variely of subjects in the field and the lecture room to its
members, Yel local history has been deseribed us the Cinderella among historieal stud-
ies.” In o sense, it will always be subservient to national studies but, with increasing
interest being shown in the day to day lives of ordinary pesple over the centuries, the
social history of a nation can only be compiled with the aid of local publications. FHence.
the value ot some seemingly modest essays by amatenrs may, in time, achieve o signil-
icanee that was not apparentl when they were written.
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REVIEWS

(Readers are advised that opinions expressed by reviewers are their own, and not nec-
essavily Lhose of the Editor or ol the Devon History Society as a whole),

3ir Francis Drake, by John Sugden, Barrie and Jenkins, 1990, 355 pp., L1895,

Drake remains, on all counts, an outstanding figure, the preatest oglish seaman of
atl lime, & greal professional, a greal leader and, cerlaindy by the standards of his own
day. & man of gread humanity, Not evervone will agree of course, but now, for the first
time for one hundred years we have a full-senle biography, gathering in ane book virtu-
ally all that is known and some that is surmised about this son of Deven. Tt is in fact 2
very tong book, that in itself being a teslimony to the enormous advances made,
particularly since the Second World War, in the study of Drake’s own caveer and of
Tudor maritime and naval history, Schoelavs have scoured the avchives of hoth the Od
and New World, with the result that Drake can be viewed through the sves both of hig
own countrymen and of foreign uationals, usually with o mixture of envy and admira-
tion.

This new biography has been writlen primavily for the geneval reader, and indeod
the speciatist will fnd little that is new. {f is however not exactly holiday reading, the
author breaking up the narvalive with discourses into the historieal }){wkgr(nu-ld, It
must be said that he is more at home in the world of national and international poli-
ties than in Lhe minutiae of loeal history, which stitl has much to tel] us of Drake's role
in the intervals belween his major voyages. For instance the problem of Plymouth’s
water supply is attributed to ‘the filth of settlements’ upstream rather than to the tin-
wurks. There is a reforence to an earl of Devonshire {sict in the 1680%, a time when
there was not even an earl of Deven, Drake was one of seme half dogen deputy Heu-
tenants. not the Deputy Lieutenant. There is misunderstanding, wo, on pp.161-2, of
the significance of feudal tenure. Finally, for the record, the story of the pardon of
Hdmund Drake, Francis's father, in 1549 for highway rebbery was first noted by H.PR.
Finberg in 1951. But these are quibbles about a book which should be in every public
and school library, and as prices of books go these days it is good value for all who are
building up a local history collection,

Joyee Youings
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Morweltham Guay, a history: a Tamar Valley mining quay, 1140-1800 by Amber
Patrick. Morwellham Quay Musewm. 1990, 99pp. £6.95 ISBN 0 95 {8360 0 6,

Morwellham Quay is now familiore to Devonians and many from furthor aficld who
came to enjoy the displays of the Quay Museum which largely reflect Hie thiove in the
mid-nineteenth century when il was very active ag a copper port and became a place of
mare Lhan loeal signifiennce. And it is o0 this period belween 1844 and aboul (854
that Miss Patrick quite properly concentrates. She supploments her story of these
years with two other chapters, one on the people of the hamlet (supported uselully be
transeripts from Lhe delailed census returns of B4 o 15581 and & discussion of mar-
itime activitios there Owith an Appoendix which provides <hort hiztories of two bavges
and four consting vessels which traded up to Morweltham in the nincteenth centueyh
Building on her previows research, Miss Patrick explains how Morweilham Quay came
to be o very active port in the middle of the nineteenth century. This central section is
preceded by an account of the early yvears there. Despite what appears on the title
page, Miss Patrick stales thay the first vecord of Marweltham only oceurs in the mid-
thirteenth contwry’ (p.9% and not in LW, Using the rather fow seraps of information
available, Miss Patrick then sketelwes the history of Morwelham under the owaership
of Tavistack Abbey and Lhen of the Russells (wha beeame Dukes of Bedford in 1690
until the nineteenth century, EHer final chapter on “The twentieth contury’ outlines
what bappened at Morweltham between 1900 (he terminal dade of the title page) and
1974 when the project to establish an opea e museun was launched, This well-iHus-
trated velume will enable the visitar — and olbers interested — o undevatand better
the: histury of Morwellham. The aathor concludes by underhiniug the facl that “without
that extraordinary development last contury (when Morwellhum became @ major cop-
per exporting porth theve would not be a story Lo tell {p.66). 1L 15 Lo be hoped that her
optimistic final stotemenk that today, Movwellham has a bright [ulure ol another kind’
(p.G6) as an open pir museuwm wil be justified.

Welter Minchinion.

From Haldon to Mid-Dartmony in Qld Photographs compiled by Tim Hall. Alan
Sution, Strowd 1990 £7.00 18BN 1 Ri5289 609 O,

The Deven bibliophile has become so used to having books packaged as between
Dartmwoar and Lhe rest of the county that it comes as o surprise to find & boole strad-
dling ihe Natiunal Park boundary. This book eneomipusses o large triangle of country
extending from Direwsteignton and Throwleigh m the navth, to South Brent in the
south, and Chudleigh in the east, and this unusuani treatment has succeedoed
admirnbly.

T Halb - vetevved o as the ‘collector’ — has thrown his net widely, and has hrought
together some fascinating ilustrations, only a few ol which have been published
beloree. They are grouped in useful sections: farming, tragspoct, industeies and so on.

The Great Rock Mine ab Honnocle only elosed o 19689, bud is now admosl forgotten.
Several photographs show the warks (n operation. Likewise, ather mines and guarries
further up the ‘leign valley are depicled. Seatter Rock Quavey had its pwn vailway
trucks which took its matevial araund the GWER system, and these are shown at
Christow Station.

To get down to apparently trivind detail, where else would one discover the pattern of

metal studs in foom labourers’ boots in the 189087 Two raclining leather-gaitered
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workers unsellconscionsly display Lheir footwear to the camoera,

There ave early photographs of the trecless marging of the Kennick, Tottilford and
Trenchlord reservoirs, and o very stark lacking Moortand Hotel below Hay Tor, Twa
Clarkson steam omnibuses stond in Chagtord Sguare (¢1905) happily unawwre of the
kind of confusion they would eause were they ta park in such a position 85 vears Iater,
and a ¢ 10 picture of a sheep sale in the same area shows over L0 men sizing up the
animals, every man wearing a hat or eap, and nol a weman in sight!

Of course, a book of old photozraphs stands or falls by the parcoptivencss of Lhe eap-
thona, and here Tim Hall is usunlly reliable. His social enmment - beginning with 2
three-page introduction — is helpful withoul getting in the way.

There are tew minor slips, however, [ think the weapon carried by My Olding of the
Lustleigh Home Guanrd s a Thompson sub machine gun and not a Sten gun, and sure-
ly the telegraph altor which the Telegraph Fill near Bickington was named hag its
western Levminus ol Plvmouth and not Penzance? (See The Odd Tolographis Gooltfrey
Wiison, Plullimore, 1971,

The book is neatly assembled, but some of the photographs lack definition and pos-
sess a fogpy groyness which | suspect owes more Lo pour reproduction than the original
quality of the print.

fricn Le Messurier

Tight Views of Cullompton and Neighbourhood hy J.C. Mitchell 1851, Reprini
David Pugsley 1991 Sold in aid of Cullompton Chuech Organ Fund. 8pp, illustrations,
12pp. Ltext. £5.00 from Lbhe Church,

This attractive faesimile Vietorian keepsake has on its baek cover the oviginal printer’s
own advertizements from which he would seem to have been able to cater for most
needs of Cutlompton §ife from music =trings Lo insurance against hail.

The ehotee of lustrations rellects contemporary tourist taste with the majority
showing the church. Hillersdon Hovse comes in ag the loeal Sead but theve is only one
view inside the town, that of the respectable parl of the High Streel. The Particulars
and Description note the decline o the woolten teade, the remaining mills now heing
concentrated under Upentt and Sons but the West of England Bell Foundry was siill
active and there were Lwo hvge tanncries in the lown, A watereourse on both sides of
the main street whs supgosted ag the likely cause of Cullompton’s repulation for pro-
moting and preserving health but most space 1s devated 1o the polite attractions of the
church, vienrage and Hillersdon House, The Waldrons and the Manor Elouse are not
mentroned. The aubhor does, however, recomimoend an ascent of Knowle il (rom
which can be seen the down train from London 1 all its daving grandeur . . an infa-
viated moenster in Feartul progress .. hastening on with increased Ay . The price
refieets (he eost ab organ repairs.

Addricen Hocd

Churston Story FO88-1988 by Jeon H. Tregaskes, 48pp., £2.5( ineluding postage
from Miss J.H. Tregaskes, Davragotl, Jubilee Road, Bridgetown, Totnes TQD S13W.

The introduction to Charston Story sigoalled that it would be found to be a lueal <tody
with a difference. Jean Tregaskes bas set out to depicl the history of the Church at

Chursten Ferrers hoth as a building and as a community. She has used her imagina-
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tion ta betng the facts in her story to life, nevertheless it is soundly hased on sarviving
evidence relating to Churston and its inhabitants, supported by her own awareness of
the wider historical context spanning nine hundred yems. The evolution of the parish
church of 8t. Mary the Virgin, Churston Ferrers iso pamed in 1968) olfers a text-book
picture of changing styles in English church arehiteeture over this long pertod, and is
supported by simple plans, which will be particularly usefut for those setting oul te
explare the church for themselves, What is perhaps even more significant is the consis-
tenl participation of loeal people in the lile and maintenance of the church from the
Norman period to the twentioth century. Evidence may be found within the church of
the interest of the Ferrers, Yarde and Bualler families, aud represented in more recent
times by the generosity of the Famitly of Lord Chursion and of Agatha Christie
Mallowan, DB.E The author acknowledges the particular problems of dealing with
the twenticth century, This section will be especially inleresting to members of the
local community und s an impressive record of service and determination for the gen-
eral reader o appreviate, The hooklel s generously illustrated with relevant pho-
tographs of the features discussed. The decication is personal, but speaks of the toyal-
ty which this chureh, in o less well knowa part of Torbay, has enjoyed for generations,

John Bosanko

»
The South Devon Herd Book Society, od. Jerry Horsman. Pub. by SOHDB Society,
1991, “In-house” eivenlation, but surplus copies possibly abtainable frony the Secretary,
South Deven Herd Book Society, Cowrtenay Park, Newton Abbet ab around £ 67pp.
Many photographs and drawings.

This attractively produced booklet deserves wider avatlability than that limited by
sacicty membership. Produced Lo mark the South Devon Herd Boolds contenary in
1991, with financial assistance from the Corpish Mutual Asswrance Ooo L., it is com-
piled by Jerry Hovsman with valued research and writing assistanee from Dy Nevitle
Oxwvald.

The tirst part of the work traces the history and development of the breed, Known at,
least ts enrly as the seventeenth century, for the past 200 years the South Devon hog
heen well established in its ‘homeland’ — the area hetween the Rivers Tuign and Tamar
it saulh Devon, and in much of Comwall, Eavlier used as draopht beasts, these large
light brown eattle have been valued for their versatitity — the dual purpose ability to
produce buth gaod beef and milk of high butterfat quality. Successiul exports, resulting
in South Devan vepresentalions across the wortd, and chaltenges brought by such
British breeds as the Friesian and the Heveford, as well as by the continentals’, are all
explained.

The second part of the study comprises a series of appendices, commencing wilth a
report of the inaugural meeling of 1880, [L was interesting for this reviewer to find tn
this section a reported speech by ber great-grandfather, W.R. Coulton, and to come
across numerous other familiar names. This Little book is 1 useful contribution to the
history of the county's farming, which curreatly laces further challenges. [t is to be
hoped that the South Devon breed will maintain ils presence and guality, despite the
modern necessary trend towards pon-agricultural diversilications,

Helen Hearris
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Living with History by Jean Cardwell. Coltic Cross pub. 1991, [30pp. Softback,
£6.95. ISBN 0 9516809 06,

“This baok, which centres on [bur Vietovian houses — three in south-west Devon and one
tn Cortwall ~ is attractively produced, well printed, pleasant to handle, and comtaing a
wealth of old pholographs, many of them previously unpublished. 1L is disappoinLing,
therelore, to find that the text makes difficult veading, This is mainly because the skl
ting aut of the subject matter appears unplanned and unstructored, without logical
pragression. It is also due to inndequate explanations of site lueations, for which
included maps are of little help, and the confusion caused by name changes of different
praperties ab different times, The houses coneerned arve Dousland House and the Rock
Hotel tu the Yelverton avea, the State House, Lands Fud, and Membland Hall, Noss
Mzyn. Of these, the chapler on Membland is pevhaps the clearest to follow. Three
Pagges ol this section are devoted to reproducing the full tekt of an article published in
The Western Morning Netos toc 196 11is author is unacerediled, bul recalled by this
reviewer as being the lato Hobin Tule.)

[t is freitating to sec the vonstand insertion of an apostraphe before the plural s of
years in decades {e.g. ‘the 1850, and olher shortlalls in aceepted editorial standards
such as the phrase ‘different to’, used more than ance. Such errors are not uncommon
in some small-seale publishing. These eriticisms are affered and intended as objective
advice, especially as it is nwoted thal o continuation of the series, with further studies
by this author/publisher, is in preparation. Theve is mueh to commend the idea, and
admiration for Mrs Cardwells enterprise in ocgquiring thee ese of so many intevesting
pictures.

Helon Harris

Poor Relief In Devon, Two Studies by Susannah Wheeleker and Surah Eyloes.
Exeter, Devonshire Association, 1991, ACpp. £1.80. [SBN 0 85214 048 7.

[n & novel departure from its customary scholarly activities the Devonshire
Association has launched a new series for schools under Lhe editorship of its Registrar,
Hugh Bodey The two chaplers in this volume consist of two dissortalions submitted
for the "A' Level History syllabus. One studies the poor Jaw in Abbotskerswell and the
other a compartson of the poor law in the 1920s in Dudley and Totnes, They show the
use of & wide range of primary sources; overseers’ account books, registers of parish
apprentices, settlenient indentures, bastardy docaments, returns of poor relieved,
admissions to the sworkhousae, Local newspapers are utilised and in the case of the
19205, vral history. The vange of primary sources used suggests our archives are in
better state than awr sehoal and municipal ibrartes for the secondary sources tend to
b by daled obd tavourites vather than the most recent work. As one dissertation is
from the public school seetir and one from the state seetor this is apparvendly a shaved
problem. Nevertheless any projeet which encourages the study of social hustory in our
schools 15 to be weleomad as a useful innovation.

JH. Porter

39








