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Current and bagk izsues of The Devon Historian {excepl for aumbers 7, L1, 15, 16 aud
230 can be obtained from Mes 8, 3tirling, Devon & Fxeter Institution, 7 The Close,
Fxeter EXL IEZ. (Number 22, which is available, was not a *‘normal’ issae, but was
totally devoted Lo being owr first Biblivgraphy i, Copics up to and including No 368 are
priced at £1.70, post free, and [rom No 37 onwavds £2 25, Also available post Free ave
Devan Newspapers (£1.00), Index Lo The Deven Histarian (For issues 1215 70p and 16-
A ¢ 1800, and Devon Bibliography (1980 T0p, 1951 and 1982 80p each, 1933 and 1984
95p enchy. Bibliographies for more recent years are available from Devon Library
Services.

The: Viee-Chairman, Mrdohn Pike. 82 Hawking Avenue, Chelstou, lorquay TQ2
615, would be glad to acquive copies of the out-of-stock numbers of ‘The Devon
Historian listed above, ’

NOTE FOR CONTRIBUTORS
Articles ave weleomaed by the Hon. Editor Lo be considered for publication in The Devon
Historian, Generatly the length shouwdd not exeeed 3,000 words (plus notes and possibic
iHustrationst, althaugh much shorler pieces of suilable substance may also he accepl-
able, as are items of information concerning museuns, local societies and particular
projects being undertaken,

To assist the worle of the BEditor and the printecs please ensuwee that contribubions are
clearly byprwritten, on one side of the paper anly, with double spacing and adequate
margins, and also, as far as possible, that the jourmal’s style is followed on such mat-
ters as the vestrained use of capital Tetters, initial single rather than double inveried
conmunas, the weiling of the date thus o 13 Oetober 1980, ote.

A DARTMOOR LEGEND:
TWO FRENCH GENERALS AT THE OCKERY,
PRINCETOWN

Elisabeth Stanbrook

The Oekery, near Princetown (also spelt Okery or Qakery in various publications), now
reduiced to mere foundations, was onee a pretty thatched cottage built in the style of a
Bwiss chaled, [E wos situated on the northern outskirts of Princetown by the Ockery
clapper bridge which carvies the old Moretonhampsiead Lo Plymauth packhorse Lrack
over the Blackabrook. [0 s jusi a few yards downstream lrom the eomparatively mod-
ora Trena Bridge.

This cottage 15 the Incation of a myslery thal has remained unsolved for neavly a cen-
tury. Legend recortds thit in 1809, during the Napoleonic Wars, the collage was huill
for iwo French Gemernls. Rochambeau and Boyer, in arder that they mighd he confined
here during their prrole in England. No doubit handed down through the generntions,
the legend was put inte print during the Lawn of the century by weiters such as William
Crossing and .J.G. MeNeel, and one time Governor of Dartmoor Prison, Vernon Horris,
Bul, writing in (205, J. Brooking Rowoe claimed "The commandant legend in conniction
with Okery Cattage must be given up. I is nol likely that a special house woudd have
bren erocted by the British Government Tor prisoners, however high their rank might
hove been' ! This was supported by Basil Thomsoen who, writing two vears later,
blumed the orivination of the legend on the escape of Lowis Franyoiz Vanhille in 1812,
whivin his apinion ereated sufficiont stirin Devonshive to become the basis of a myth
thal o French General was conlined in the cottage al Okery Bridee'.?

Sinee Brooking Rowe's and Thontsan's claima te the contrary, the trath bebind this
legend has been the subject of mueh debate and it is now gencralby tell that it
Rochambeau and Bove (Boye is the vorrect spetling) did live at the Ockery, it was prior
to 1809 as Rochambeau wos cosndlined at Moretonhampalezd trom 1807 o 18113 when
be was exchanged and repatrinded Lo France. But again, vo evidence has been forth-
coming to support this ides. Much of what haxs heen written W date has relied upon
focally available secondary sources. Bud i is the primary saurces that give a fuller
aceonnt of Rocharbeauw's and Boveé's stay in England, and shed light upon this age old
debate, The facl thal they requently warranted special mention in the records indi-
ates their importance, to the point of being given thebr own scoparade living quarters, {L
lso beecomes apparent that their behaviow was Tar rom that associated with high-
ranking Genvrabs i was the cause of considerable concern to the Transport Board
under whose responsibility they came,

So what 1= thetr story and their connection with Devon, and, most important. of all,
with the Qckery?

The Freneh Arny, which had been enpaged in battle in Santa Domingo, was com-
pedted to survender to the British invaders on 4 August 18030 Amongst the French
prisancrs taken were the two French Generals, Bonatien Rochambean and Jacques
Bovd, Accarding Lo the ‘General BEntry Book of French Prisoners of War on Parole” for
Pertstmouth and Ashbourne, Rochambean was ‘Generad in Chief of the Army of Santa
Duminga’ whilst Boyé was “General of Brigade and Chief ol the Staft ol the Army Santa
Nomingn” Recovds shonw that the French caplives seb sail from Janmaica an 1 December



(803, in a Man of War ship, arviving at Pertsmouth on 3 February 1804.% When parole
papers for Rochambeaw and Bayé were finalised three days later, they travelled north
to Ashhourne in Derhyshive, arriving there on 11 February8

The General Entry Boak for Ashbourne is interesting because it records details of the
Ceuerals’ servants, These inctude ierre Courpon who is listed as ‘Servant to Gen.
Rochambeau' while Alhert Viollet i listed as ‘Servant to Gen. Boyé'. Later records
reveal that this man had an alias, "Riolotli’, under which he Jater married an Inglish
girl.

[t is from their arrival in Ashbourne that the Transport Board soon realised the two
Goenerils were going Lo make their presence felt, Within days, Rochambeau was caught
attempting Lo smuggle a letter to Prance by devious means (records do not elaborate),
which conlained ‘expressions which appear to the Board to be of an extracordinary
Natwre' 7 Next eame a violation of their parole conditions, and the Transport Board, on
receiving the repoct of the incident from the Deputy Clerk of the Peace for the West
Riding of Yorkshirve, decided to remove Lhe lwo Generals from Ashbourne to
Montgomery in Powys. Hawever, true to form, Rochambeau and Boyé refused to co-
aperate and sign the necessary parole agreement, and, daiming they had insufficient
funds for the journey, asked for travelling expenses. The Transport Board, not too
pleased at Lhis, informed them that if they failed to sign the papers, a special constable
wis Lo confine them in their lodgings unlil a military guard could be provided o escort
them to Norman Cross in Hontingdonshire, where they would be imprisoned.

But Rochambeau and Bayé reniained adamant in their refusal to sign and so, on 9
Detober, amidst threatening langaage from Rochambenu, they were indeed taken to
Norman Crass where, on their arvival two days laterd, they were imprisoned in the mil-
itary hospital whilst ware permanend plans were made for their confinement. One of

the hospital woards was Lo he put aside for their use, and the rooms prepared al a cost of

£20.185.60.9 Their servants were permitted to remain with them.

In April 1805, Rochambeau requested to be released from Norman Cross and
allowed to reside ot Odiham in Hampshire. This request was turned down on the
wprounds that he had relused to sign the parole papers nnd was therefore in prison by
his pwn deliberate choice. 1t was nok until March 1806 that the two Generals deigned
to sign the papers, and the Dranspart Board then gave instructions for their removal to
Wincanton in Somerset, 19

Here, after 16 months on parole, history repeated itself with the two Generals violat-
ing the pavole conditions, as they had at Ashbourne, bul this thoe it was of a far more
serious nature, In July 1807, Rochambeau and Boyé, together with other French ofli-
cers and a few dogs, embarked on a four ov five mile walle, Entering sowme farmland,
they encountered the farmer who recognised them as French priseners ol war. There
was an exchange of words which irritated Rochambeau, and he, together with the
olther officers, became extremely vielent towards the tarmer, who was beaten up. Tired
of this sport, they returned to Wincanton, their monid still ugly, and sel upon the local
townsfolk causing riots and threatening o burn down the terwen, With some difficulty
these French officers were vounded up and separaled from the lownspeaple and put
under lock and key.

Reports submitted to the Transport Board vecommended that all the French prisou.
erg of war should he removed from Wincanton und that Rechambeauw and Baye be
separated ‘and sent to some place near where u Military Guard was stationed” U Any
further disturbances from them would result in prizon. Both Boyé and especially

Rochambeauw had been ‘exeeedingly violent from the tine of theiv arrival in this coun-
try’ 12 Bo it was decided Uhat, accompaniod by their servands, Rochambeau woubd go Lo
Moretonhampstead and Bove Lo Crediton, both leaviag (or e rospective parole
towns on BT Juty 1807, Hence their residenece i the cotmtly of Devon,

Rochambeau arvived at Moretombhampsatead with his servant, Pieees: Courpon Gwlu s
roputed Lo bave been a black mant3h on B Juls 4 while Bove aevived st Crediton with
his servant Albert Viellet on the same date.!? Having been separaled, their behaviaur
seems Lo have improved somowhal, despile the occasional hreavly of pavale regalations.
Aletter from Rochambesu was found on anether Freneh prisoner eemfined al Plyooath
fenr breadding his parvole, and was viewed as another manilestation of the Conduct aund
Prineiples of thal Officer”. 10 Pwo leiters that survive, writien in Rochambeau’s own
hand. 17 indicale thatb he continued to assert himsel whilst siaving within the baundd-
aries of permissibie behaviour They were, of course, writlen in Frepch but a rough
translation gives a general impression of Rochambeau’s ‘gricvances’. Ooe. dated 18
May 1809, indicates that he had been suspected of being i pussession of plans he il
supposcdly =tolen from Moretonhampstead and the other places he had been held, An
enquiry ordered by Morelonhampstead Agent, My Ponsford, had revealed nothing,
causing Rochambeau to retort that perhaps the Transport. OMce would fequip then-
selves in future with more precise information iMihey wished to mitigale the pooe opin-
o1 which he has long held of them', The foltowing day he wrole o lengthy letior aceus-
ing the Transport Board of, amongst other things, inacewreate statvinent< segarding an
ncident off Lhe French coast with o war vessel, and alse that the British had attackoed
Spain and Denmark without any deciaradion of war, He hopod his letter wonklt ensure
that the Transporl Olfice would conduet ‘greater veracily in future should it wish to
communicale with French prisoners of war or when it orders fuether seavehes under
armed guard of our fodgings’. We can be in no doubt whatseever of the opionon beld by
Rochambeau towargds the Transpord Board.

Cecil Ture, in his Small Talh af Wrevland, mentions French prisoners of war at
Moretonhampstead, inctuding Rochambean who ‘was the best known of them — he
cane oud it Bdl uniform on hearing of any Freoch suceesses’

Whilst at Moretonhampstend, Rochambenw’s servant, Pierre Courpon Gid prosum-
ably the Peter in Treleaven's Diavy), married a local giv], Susannab Parker on 7
October ES08, B T he was a black man, as Treleaven claims, this mixed morvinge wonld
hetve heen a very unusual ovewrrence i g small Devon town. L eowdd {ind no evidenee of
children fram this mariage in the parish registers,

[ Crediton, Boye seems to have beon fairly gquiel with only the ome breach of pasle
in January 1811 This misdemennor did not please the Transport Board who said i he
should he so agun found out of his lodgings after the usoal Teure, the wsoal Bewsad
must be paid by hint ¥ The ‘Heward' was that giver Lo Bnglish informers whe told on
those breaking their parole, [ beliove Boyé's servant, Albert Viedtet, and his wile, may
have marvied betore his arrival at Crediton as 1 coudd find no record of their marninge
in the parish vegisters, But i transpices that they did have childeen, In Febroary 1811,
wheat it hecame apparent that Poyd suud Viellet might soon be released, the Transport
Board wrote Lo Bove informuyg him that no permisston was needed for Viellet's wife
and children o leave the country aned travel baek to France with him. 20

Ou 14 Februaey 181 an Qrder was made to dischorge the prisoners of war “whao
were ineluded in the capitulation of General Rochambeau ol Cape Franeois' 2l Among
obhers, bwo were Lo be released from Moretonhampstead (Rochambeau and Coarpon



and twa fram Crediton (Boye and Viollet), A ‘Conductor” was to travel to Tiverton to
veceive bita hia care fitteen prisoners. A militavy guard would then arrive and they
watkl procecd to Croditon and Moretonhampstead Lo collect the Genevals and their
servants, Sums of maoney were to be given to the Conduactar ‘to enable you Lo pay the
dxpruses af the Prisoners deliveved o you at Crediton and Moretonhampsieac » A2

From these bwo Lowns, the milttary guard was to eseorl the prisoners to Plymouth
via Dartmaor Prisan where 102 other prisoners were Lo be collected on the way2? from
Plvmouth they would embiark for Morlaix in France.

Hoch:untieau and Boye were relessed from their pavole lowns on 2 March 1811 and
they mevived in Plymoath the next day. Ou 4 March they set sail from Plymouth to
Morlaie, and a report in the Bveter Flving Past reads:

Phis merning, the French General Rochambeau and General Bayer (sic, with sove
eral French officers from Martinigue and St Domingo, embarked on board two ear-
tebs, for Morlaiy, heing seng on the articles agreed on at the captlulalion of these
places” =t

Having aecounted for Roclharmbean's and Boyds movements during their enforeed
atay in Bagland, il wauld secm taivly safe to assume that al ne time whatsoever could
they huve stayed al the Ockery, thus supporting the claims of Brooking Rowe and
Thomson. However, thore is one area that is open to guestion, Sailing from Plymouth
and secampanied by a milivary gumsd who were to colleet more French prigeners of war
held at Dartmoor Prison en route, Rochambeau and Boyé wonld have jommeyed down
the Morotanhampstend-Ulymouth road that went pasl the Ockery. Ab some stage they
had an overnight stop, so it is conceivable thal the Generals and their servants were
cemfined here an the night of the 2-3 March whilst arrangements for the veceipt of 102
prisoners from Dartimoor Prison were [alised. The prison is also roughly halfway
hetwern Moretonhampstead and Plymouth. Such eminenl men were the lwo Generals
that a stay here would nol have passed unnoticed by the local inhabitaots, and it is cer-
tainly the case that oy other house between Moretonhampstead and Plymouth is
Einked with their names. This jowrney to Plymoush is also the only time the Generals
were fogether in Dovon which cauld also explain why both names are associated with
the eotlage,

It is possible thevelore that an overnight stay formed the basis of the legend that
they were parolled here. Reports by Vernon Harris and 4.G. MeNeel that one or both
Cienerals appearved in the grounds ol the Ockery on hearing rumours of a Freach inva-
siom or such, as Rochambeau did at Movetonhampstead, may have had an element of
Lruth. Assuming that they did stay at the Ockery, Rochambeau and Bové probabiy did
appear in the Qckery grounds in full uniform an 2 and 3 dMarch 1811, {ndeed, Harvis
quotes a Transport Board Commissioner who repovted that Rochambeau ‘appearcd two

days in his grounds in full dress with boots and Spurs™™ on hearing good news of

France. Surviving records do not, of course, conlirm Lhis. But they do couliven that the
Ockery was never built in 1809 for Generals Rochinbeaw and Boyeé, and that neither
General lived here whilst on parvole in England.

Tables showing places and dates of confinemeoent in Tugland of Generals
Bochambean and Boye during the Napoleonic Wars, Tuken from details included in

the General Entry Books of French Prisoners of War on Parole.

Place of Confinement
Portsmoulh
Ashbourn

Norman Cross
Wincanlon
Morvetonhampstead

Plymouth

Arrival

DONATIEN ROCIHEAMBIEAU

Date of

CGeneral in Chief of the Army of St Dominga

Date of
Departure

3rd Feb., 184
1lth Feb, 1804
13th Oct. 18044
Z1st Mar. 1806
18th July 1807
Hvd Mar 1811

6th Ieb. 1804
1tth Oct, 150+
18th Mar. 1806
17th July 1ROY
2nd Mar. 1811
4th Mar. 1811

Destination

Ashbouwrn

Normaoa Cross
Winceantton
Moretonhampstead
Plvmouth

Morlaix, Franve

JACQUES BOYE

Paortsmauth
Ashbourn
Norman Cross
Wincanion
Crediton

Plymouth

Place of Confinement

Date of
Arrival

Date of
Departure

3rd Feb. 1804
11th Feb. 1804
13th Oct. 1804
Zlst Mar. 1806
iSth July 1807
Ard Mar 1811

6th Feb, 1804
11th Qct. 180
18ih Mar, 1806
17th July 1807
Znd Mar. 1811
d4th Mar, 18141

Pestination

Ashbourn
Norman Cross
Wincanton
Crediton
Plymueulh

orlaix, France
Morlaix, F
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DEVON BRIDGE NAMES

B L B 'Thomas

Bridge names can be divided inlo two main categories, depending on their source,
There ave those that have come into use beeause of the bridees” conneetion with some-
thing else, a town or a village or a physieal feature. Thas, Tor exanple, the original
bridge aver the Lt in Tobnes is Tolnes Bridge and thal over the Taw in Sticklepath s
Sticklepath Griclge. The bridge near the confBuenee of the East and West Dart s catled
Darvtimeel Bridge and most rivers, such as the Exe, the Yeo. the Toaw, the Torvidge and
pthors, e crossed by ab least one bridge that has taken the river's name. This eategory
of source could be ealed sceondary and the names, in their oviginal context, are well
examined i such wisnks ux The Place Nemes of Devon.

The nanws ol sther bridges are unconnected with features associated with Lthose
bridges. They stand on their own and the soucee might be tormad primary. Some pri-
mary sourees of bridge names are found in the malerial from which the bridge s, or
wits, Diile, The superstructure and columus of lron Bridge in Exeler are of cast iron
and Red Briek Bridge, built by LSWIH in 1874 and demolished by Devon County in
L8471, was o masoury arch bridge built of red eogineerving brick, The deck of Chain
Bridee, a suspension bridge over the Exe (o the soulh west of Bampton, is suspended
tram chains. The stone used for the impressive Greyston Bridge over the Tamar is
drey granite guarried nearby. There are vight bridyes caoled "Stone’, *Stoney’ or ‘Slony’
in Devon and they would have beent o namerl probably because of their location in an
ared where, ad that time, timber was uscd more often for bridge building than stone, A
predecessor of Woodbridge, over the Coly to Lthe cast of Favway, musl hive been made
ol wuod althoughe the present breidge is built of stone, Great. Wooden Bridge, aver
Gissage Lako near Zeal Monachorum, s, disappointingly, an insignificant masony
arch bridge. T niay onee have been ol wood bul it is unbikely ever Lo have quatibed ax
‘areat’ so that the soarce is probably secondary.

The names of many badges dovive from the type of structwre, 'Bow’, and there are
nine so namaed in Devon, denotes an arveh bridge, All Devon ‘Bow’™ bridges are on
ancient sites and nse o the nomie suggests thal acch bridges, at that time, were gnwsue
al. The customary Farm of consbraction prior Lo, say, Lhe bwellth century was timber or
stone beams on timber or slone piers and the stone arch was introduced as o move per-
manent form on oressings of some importanee. Bow Dreidee, over the Harbowrmne in
Ashprington, was veferred to o L35 as ‘Stenebogi'. or the slone arele. The downstream
patl of Lhis bridge was added in Uhe early parl of the sl century but the upstream
part could dule from the fourteenth century. Both the Swing Bridge at Pottington, now
nearly domalished, snd the Swing Bridge in Devonport Dockvard, now immaovable, are
correctly nunned as they could swing horizontally (o aHow wateyhourne teaflie to pass
heneath them. Trews Welr Bridee in Exeter, a suspension bridge, is sometimes locally
referred to asthe Swing Bridge’. This is an example of incorveet naring as the bridge
1= fxed sleacture,

Chrisssingg, in 1909, defined a clapper bridge as one ‘composed of immense glubs of
unwraught grantte upon bultresses and piers of the same’ and a clam bridge as o
‘wotden Toutbridge seldom seen on Dartmoor’, These delinitions have beon used by
other toral writers and seem genevally 1o he aecepled in Devon and Cornwall. For

b



example, Clam Bridge over the Bovey to the east of Manaton, is a tootbridge of two
independent spans each with a deck of tree trunks, 'Teign-c-ver Clapper is o stone slab
bridge of ppe span while Huntingdon Clapper is of similar construction but with two
spans, Buk the tevms ‘clapper’ and ‘elam’ have different meanings elsewher in Dritain.
Both de Mare and Casson define a clam bridge as a stone slab bridge of a single span
and a clapper bridge as a stone slab bridge of more than one span, For example,
Wycollar Clan in Lancashire, unfortunately destroyved by flood in May 1989, comsisted
of o single massive block of stone across the beek while Wyeoller Clapper, o short Jdis-
tance downstream, has three spans. Dertvation of the terms is obseure, altheugh vari-
aus thenries have been put forward, Henderson suggested that ‘elam’ is an Anglo Saxon
word for twig or stick which, if corvect, gives eredence to the use ol the Lterm in Devon
anel Cornwall. Haler, writing about 1800, stated that, prior to the building of Gervase’s
masonry arch bridge in the twelfth century, the Exe at Exeter was crossed by ‘Clappers
of Tymbre which s'ved for men to passe over on foote’. In Berkshire avd in Burrey, the
term clapper seems to be applied, in certain instances, to the shallow parts of the
Thames. There ave four bridges in Devon named ‘Clapper Bridge'. Nonc of these ks now
a ¢lapper bridge althougl at one Ltime all must have been, The lavgest and mast
impressive of Devon's elapper bridges is the one over the Rast Dart at Postbridge. But
wag it this medieval elapper or the turnpike road bridge that gove its name to the ham-
let? 1L has been suggested that the word “post” refors fo the stone piers of the clapper
bridge and, elsewhere, that the word is connected with the thet that the turnpike
bridge was on an early post route from Plymouth, In support of the latter, there does
not appear to be any use of the name before the and of the cighteenth century when the
road hridge was built.

Many bridges iake their names from the tords that preceded them. Langaford,
Langford and Longford indicate o lang crossing through the rivers while Bradlord,
Bradiford and Broadalord mean vhat the fords imust have been wide rather than long.
Beaford on the Torridge may derive from the Tact that the ford was set in woodland or
perhaps it was ‘Beaulord' o= is sometimes seen in seventeenth century records. Then
the name would, in old French, suggrest o heautiful ford, as indeed the setting contin-
ues to be. ‘River’ in Riverford seems supertluaus: there could not be a ford without a
viver! Stoneytord probably had a pebbly or stony bottam while at Sandford the way
woulth be across fine gravel.

As wilh Pont Newydd in Wales, there are far more bridges called New Bridge in
Enpland, Seotland and Ireland than anything else. Twenty-six bridges in Devon are
culbed ‘New™ with *Mill” coming a poor geecond with ten, Faivly ebvivusly, the name indi-
cates Lhe newer of two river crossings close (o one another. For example, an early road
from Ashburton to Tavistock crossed the Dart at Holone Bridge and probaldy continued
on the southern side of the river to Mernivale, At some time before the seventeenth cen-
tury, a bridge was built upstream of Holne Bridge and the road (ulowed the northern
sidn of the river to Dartmeet. This bridge was probably referred o as *the new bridge’
to distinguish it from Holne and eventually became known as New Bridge, Teign
Bridge was a Roman river erossing and it remained the only southern bridge until the
cighleenth century when Themas Southeott of Bovey built o hridge just aver u mile
upslream, partly out of money left over irom the repair of Teign Bridge and “the rest
out of his owne purse’. This became known as New Bridye to aveid conlusion with the
anctent Teign Bridge,

Bridges are sometimes named after people associsled with thent in same way. o

1

1624 the magistrates band that Johu Besnree o John Toute weve responsible for the
maintenance of Sheeprash Bridge in Bishops Nympton. John Bears has been long for-
gollen bul Sheepwish Bridge s now called Toat’s Bridge. Legend plays its parl in the
paming of hridges, too, Pl elegant bridge over the Thart in Totnes, built in 1982, was
gamed "Brutus Bridge” by the peaple of Tolnes aftor Brutus the Trojan who, legend has
it, gave the lown its name. There are many bridges througheul Burope called ‘Dovily’
and, considering his apparent interest in Dartineor, one might expect to find ab least
oue Devil's Bridge in the County. Theve is indeed a bridge with such a name over the
infant Meavy near Prineetown bul no spine chilling Lale attaches to its building.
Crossing stales that it was built by a man named "Devi but the probable truth is more
prasoie. Barly in the contuey the alignment of the yoad near the bridge was even more
tortuous Uham it is today, [t was dubbed ‘Devils Blhew' and it was convenient to vefor to
the bridge by a similar name. Another name for Old Bridge over the Avon in Avonwick,
i high arched structure, is the very appropriate Devil's Backbone Bridge. As o rale,
designers or butlders of bridges have not gives their names to their handiwork, An
exception s B Sandemnn, then Borough Enginecr of Torguay, after whem Saodeman
Dridge, built as part of Fernwerthy Reservoir in V2, was named. There are Uheee
bridges named ‘Palmers’ noar Cullompton avd two named ‘Dymand’s’ near Bxeler,
Who were Palmer and Dymond? Builders, perhaps, Rovalty is commamorated in the
names of three Devon bridees. The Prince Consort fovmadly ogened Brauels railway
bridge over the Tamar on 2 May L1859 and the bridge is called Rayal Alhert Bridge in
his honour, Queen Vietoria gave her name to o omuch e madest stracture, mbaill in
1982, in Olkehampion and Prince Edward Bridue at P'wa Gridwes is named after the
Lhen Prinee of Wales. Vigo Bridge in Tavialoek is, one lagioes, o reminder that Drake
stcked Vigo in Spai o 1585, Dran Bridges, near Bovey Tracey, gat its namg fram the
‘drums’, or beadguarters, of the Royadist forces in the Civil War,

The hridee that pave Kingshridge its name has long disappeared but there are
Hings bridges extant ot Ashburton, Chittlehamholl and Moretonhampstead. The
name indicites that the bridges wers on the King's, rather than the commen, highway,
Frost Briddye in Thwistock no linger oxists but it was also called Great Bridge, a name i
seems to lhve mevitad, Crenad, Bridge in Ashbarlon is, however, quite o small straclore,
Why was dews Dridge aeor Chudleigh Knighlon so called? Was it buill by a Jew? 1L
wias veforrod toin LUK e pondd ludeoriom bl in the eighteenth century the words
Prenx” and ‘Oous” were waod o identify the bridge. The bridees at Barnstaple and
Bidetord are vightly calied The Long Bridge but this name no longer deseribes the
hridies at Cidlorapton, Mombry, Newlon Saint Cyres and Plympton., Al one time they
tust have heen Tong There ave Len MV bridees in Devon and many more with the
word ‘mil’in the name. Many of these were built by the mill swners aned maintained
by them.

To a stranger, as he pasaes over one hridge and notices another a short distanee
downsireanl, the hamlet of Two Bridges is aptly named. Howover, the name is nat
devived from the presence of these two =tractures, one of which is called Twi Bridges
and the other, built in 1931, Privnee Fdward Brides, The Place Numes of Pevon suggests
that the name derives {vom fo or af and means simply St the bridge’. Donn, on his Map
of 1765, shows a crossing of the West Dart npparentiv a short dislanve upstream of the
confluence of this river with the Cowsic and g crossing of the Cowsie, wiich still existy,
Lo the north west. 16 was probably these two bridges that gave (he bamlet and, later,
the etghteenth contiry bridge the namne.
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Mr Stuttio, The medical gentlemen ave of the opinion that he is completely waorn out
and that the evend will be fatal . | L0 will be an rreplaceablis {oss for Mr Holeding'

Flazledine, who had been notified ol the situation, quickly wrole to pacily buth Lored
Morley and Rendel — whe, although greatly sympathetie in this oopleasant case’ were
nevertheless anxious: ‘as Lo the proper measures lov providing against delay in the
wark’. He informed them that ‘William Stuttle junior” would leave Shrowsbury for
Clymouth on the following day. ' This he did, but without knowing that. his father had
died during the evening of 23 Felruary.

William Stuttle, the son, completed the sceond arch of the ridge by 14 March and
two more arches by the 26 May. Ou this day, the (ifth and remaining arch was com-
menced. On U July 1827, Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Clavence (later Queen
Adelaide) opened Lhe bridire by belug driven over it 17

Rendel, with u vouthful exuberance — engendered by the completion of such a presii-
gious work — praised the vouug Stuttle (his contemporary), for having proved an ener-
petic and compelent manager, This 'Shrapshire Lad’ from Broseley eventually became
an ironfounder in his own eight, and ane who it is believed, returned to The Caleutis to
“fetch’ o young wilk to Plymouth, rather than be parted from hevt ¥

Although The Caleutis [ronworks was one of the most celebrated in Great Britain at
the end of the 18th century, it was disearded by William Hazledine about 1828 as being
unprofitable. It was demolished in l?‘-i.‘ifi.“’

At 1.30p.m. on the afternoon of Sunday 26 October 18:H) at the age of 77, William
Hazledine — wronfounder of Shrewsbury - passed away peacefully in his sleep, He was
buvied in the family vault at 5t Chads cemetery, Shrewshuwry 29 Plymouth [ron Bridge
at Laira, openad in 1827, was replaced in 1962,
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CU Wedeh opeit thelieved Lo be resident in Canadad,

DEVON DEATH CENTENARIES

Sir COPLESTON BAMPFIELD i 16536 - 16891 Landowner and politician. Born st
Poltimore. Served as Member e Tiverton in 168543 and for Devon in 1671 - 79 and L6885
- 87, Active in promating Restoralion and reworded with sheievalty, Fell out of favouar
with Jfames [ but objected Lo new Laxes imposed by William s government snd hal
his goods distrained to pay them. Suaid to have been gencrous and affable: dicd of gould.

Sir JOHN BERRY 11635 - 1691 Sailor, Son of Viear of Molland ejected under the
Commonwealth. In 1652 apprenticed as merchanl seaman bul taken by Spaninrds.
Appoiuted bosun o warship Steerdlon in 16673 and distinguished himself fn action with
pirates, Theroatler commissioned. commanding various men-of-war, AL Sole Buy in
T2 eame to reseue of Dudee of York and was knighted, In 1682 saved Duke’s life when
the Cfoueester was wrecked, Second in command of squadron sent o evacuate Tangicr
in LG8 Commissioner of Navy and seecond in command of fleet in 1688, Continued os
Commizsioner atter the Resolution and s said to have upset the Tess industrious by his
nstslence on vadtine. Dicdd suddenly but sugpestion thal he was potsoned never con-
firmed.

S GUY DE RRIAN 1307 - 1191 Soldier and administrator. Believed born ol Towr-
Bryan. Served in household of Edward T as itinerant commissioner, admintstrator
and soldier, Tno 1340 King's standid bewrer at Calais and foaght in many campaigns.
Adrmiiral of Westien Fleet rom 1358 to 1374, Command al sca inzeverad buttles includ-
ing defent of the Plemings in 1371 Employed as ambinssador on g number of missions
antl represented king’s indevests to Pavliament, Kmght of the Garter, Afler Edward’s
death appears more ag elder statesman helping (v medinte between king and parlia-
ment. Achieved great weallh in money and Lunds and wos genetvous benefactor of the
Church.

Adrian Beed
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ol swimming naked in a vailway reserveir and heing chiased out of this across the fields
with his clothes under his avm. Later in Hfe he remembered with pleasore following
Lthe hounds on fool, and like most countrymen saw listle wrong in hunting, One villager
rentembered him at this stage of his tife standing beside the road ppposite Tiddly
Winks washing potaloes in a stream toa longer there) that broke out of the hedge, his
hands raw with chilblains. e also eleaned the family's shoes and he continued (o cloan
his own shoes apparentdy vight throughoui his lite, He once satd to the Soviel Foreirn
Minister Vyachestay Malolay that he had got an idea while polishing his shoos, Mojotoy
expressed surprise that the British Foreign Minister should have to polish his own
shoes, and Erme roplicd that there was nolthing like polishing shoes for objective think-
ing, and recommoended it to Molotov and to all who went to conferences. All the Tamily
al Tiddly Winks went to the Methadist chapel in Copplestone on Sundays. and he way
sent to Sunday Schoul as well, and this association with Chapel lasted well into his
middle years, Clearly the Popes lonked after his welfare ag best they could, and he
maintained close ties with thew over the years, afler he had teft Devon, He was to say
laler that whencver he came back to these purts L gave him a deep sense of content-
menl’.

On leaving school he had to find work: ke had ne ohivious gualifications te do any-
thing but be some sort of Tabourer, [t is odd that he nevor sought or acquived a ‘skil?
through apprenticeship, which was the way up for many poor hoys, TUhis was to be of
same significance laler, as the Union that he helped o oreate, the Transport & General
Workers' Union, which became the basis of his polilical power was aogely for the so
cutled unskilled', the general lbourers, So he was found work on two Farms, first at
Chaffeambe just off Lhe Barnataple road north of Copplestone at sixpeaee o week, and
later op Beers, on the road o Bow and Okehampton, at Ls o week and his keep. He did
doublless what all farm hoys did, mucked out shippens and pig houses, spread Lhe
dung in the felds, worked with horses rolling and harrowing — though probably not
ploughing which was skilled wovk - chopped up roots, helped with the hedging. dug
potaloes and so on. His wages were paid quarterly, 6 shillings and 6 pence a quarter
fnittally, when a labourer’s wages, Hving out, were 9 to 10 shillings a week, Working
with horses gave um uselul exparience, axs ane of hig beat jobg in Bristol aller teaving
Devon was as a horse van driver, He never lost his interest in hors
ably at Chaltecombe.

Part of the time he Hved Inas o frm servant, Ab Beers be slept in an outhouse wp an
outside stajivcase, reached [rom the yard, a roam later used [or stoeage. But he would
have enten with the family probubly and therefore eaten faivly well, and he would have
been able to lHsten to conversalion wlich wonlid, almost eertainly, have turned ta poli-
ties, and of course in the Westeountry to Liberal politics. One accennt of his hfe ab this
time soys that the Mays who lived at Beers — and indeed 2l live there - entertained
their netghbours o lot and that Ernie held the horses o these visitors and perhaps got
a tip, and was perhaps also able to listen to what they hod to <ay, when Lea was over or
venrd Lhe paper. All aceounts seem to agree thal BEvnie used his ahility 1o vead Lo good
account, his sehooling had at feast given him that facility. He read aloud o his employ-
er al Chaffeombe, probably John Moreis, from the Bristol Mercry and povhaps Lo the
Maws at Beers as well, largely becziuse old My May had iy sight, not heesse he
could not read hims=elf, Ot lamps or candles were the only semree of light v a fum-
house o hundred vears ago and Lo read 4 newspapoer in o Tarm kitchen probably
required young cves. Al the accounts suggest that Bynie picked up a lot of polities from
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these readings, and it is of inlerest that it was a Bristol paper from which ho read.
ginee il was to Bristol that he was saon La go.

Froie never veally ook Lo farm work, so ull the accounts say. Although on the small-
ish Devon farms there is plenty of variety in the work done, much more thao in a facloe-
ry, boys” work was the lenst inferesting. When Frnde beeame Foreign Secretary in 1945
there was much interest, in his past at Copplestone, and a story emerged, which he
later denied, that he had had o great row with William May ab Beers. He had beon set
to cut up roots [or the cattle, » borving job indeed, and William found him with all tao lit-
tle done and took a stick to him. Eraie was not haviug this and picked ap o bilhook to
defend himself and threatened William wilh it. That was. so il seems, (he end of his job
and within a fow days he was off to Bristol to begin the nexd stage of his career as
kitchen bay, van driver and eventually Union organiser, e was by aow thirteen, From
then on he lived in cities, Bristol and London, but he was o countryman by uphringing,
Alan Bublock wrote that ‘he retained throughout his life many of g countryman’s char-
actaristios’,

He is still remembered in Copplestone, though il is nearly o hundved years sinee he
Jefl, The ewners of Chaffeombe and Beers are still aware thal o boy who Tater played a
significant purt in warld affairs worked on their farms, thoogh the former is by ne
means convineed that be was a ‘great man’. One early inguirer into his life in
Cupplestone fund that toead folk dismissed him as a ‘ved’, one of the principal, but in
luet somiewhat reluclant, organisers of the General Steike; but this was perhaps belore
he had demonstrated his relentless opposition te Stalinis through NATO and
Marshall Aid, both of which he helped signilicanlly Lo ereate and foster. In 1946 Pieture
Past did a feature on his early life and vne of his hivgraphers, Trevor FEvans, clearly
talked Lo Copplestone people. Only one uld man, John Perking, who had worked with
him and heard him tatk about what he had read in the paper, had predicted a great
future for him in soelitics. T was the ‘way the boy tallied that impressed him. Another
opinton was that it wasn't really Ftting for people of Ernie’s background to occupy one
of the high offices of state, hut that he had ot least put Copplestone on Lthe map. Ernie
would have disagreed with and resented this last view of his career. He saw nothing
incongruous at all in someone of his backgronnd and eluss hecoming first Minister of
Labour and National Service, when he ‘mobilised the nation for war', and Lader Foreign
Secretary. As Lo his fikness to head a great department of slate, Sir Johu Cabville wrote
in his published diaries. ‘[ndeed it may be doubted if there was ever 2 ware foved and
respected Fareign Secretary’. All memories of hin agree on his eventual nssive selt
confitence, This must be the result in his ease, of having risen from the lowest rung in
saciety to near the very top — even playing & memorable part in world altairs - entively
by his pwn eftorts, without the benefit of birth or wealth or education. He may not be
untgue in the histary of this country, but few farm boys have found. s e did, o hinal
resting place in Westminster Abbey. Winston Churchill said of him. ‘He was avock,
abselutely faithinl, a great and true eiend and comrade’. Perhaps s hoicl stay in
Copplestone and in Devon should be visibly commemorated in some way,
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some tnstances be, 1s not half so absurd as the newspaper lshion of using high-
fiowwn terms in speaking of very commonplace oceurrenee. For instonee. instead
of reading that afler a ball the company did not go away Ul daylight, we are
told that the joyous group continued tripping on the Hight Tantastic oe unb] Sol
gave them warning to depart, If one of the company happened vn his way to
tumble indo a ditch, we should be informed Lhat “his foot stipped. and bo was
imrmersed in the liquid element.” A good sapper is deseribed as making “the
, tables groan with every delicacy of the season.” A crowd of bricllesz Lnwvers, o
beneficed clergymen, and half-pay officers, ave enumerated as a “hest of fish-
ion” at a watering place, where we are alao informed that ladies, instead of Lalk-
ing a dip hefore breakfast, “plunge themselves feavlessly into the bosony of
Neplune.” A sheep killed hy lightening is a thing unheard ofF: the andmal may
he destroyed by Lthe “electric Muid;” but, even Lthem, we should nol b tolid it was
dead; we should be informed that “the vital spark had Ned for ever the ear-
case was picked up by a earpenter or shoemaker, we never should hear that a

EUPHEMISTIC LLANGUAGE IN NINETEENTH CENTURY journeyman Lradesman had band it; we should be toll that iks vemaing bhad
EXETER been discovered by an “operative ariizan.” All litlle givls, he their faces ever so

plain, pitbed or pittable, if they appear at a public olfice to complain of rabbery

{.G. Seolt or ilktreatment, are invaviably “intelligent and intevesting.” I they have pro-

ceaded very far in erime, they are ealled “untortunate fewales.” Child-murder is

* elegantly lermed “infantiekde;” and when it is punizhed eapitally, we hear, not
Some of the longuage used in nineteenth-contury newspapers and diveetorics can be thal the unnatural mother was hanged, hut that the "anfortunate culprit
puazaling (o the begimer in lucal history, What on earth was a ‘Beelin Warchouse', or a underwent the Inst sentenee of Che oy, aned wis louneched into oternity.” No per-
‘Repository’, or an estitution™ Besley's Devonshive Chroniete and Exeter News. in an son veads in the newspapers that o house had been burned down - he porbaps
article publislhied in 18471 poled fun at what il deemed the ‘paraphrasing’ of the Gan- will Gred "that a house el sacrifice to the flames.” In an aceount of a launch, we
guage of ordinary 1ife’ and the inflation of the ordinary by the use of lowery descrip- learn, not that the ship weat off the slip without any accident, but that “she
Lion. Although the article ‘High-flown Phraseology’ is anonymous ~ it is probably a troe gelickedk sevnirely and wagestically inle her mative clement.” the said native ele-
enogh veflection of the changes taking place in nineteenth century society. Despite the ment being ane inwhich Lhe said ship was nevee hefove. To send for a surgeon it
laele of any cxplanation as to why language was being used in o particular way or its one’s laygr b brokee, is 0wt of the questian; @oman indeed "may be dispatched for
signtficance, the article is worth reading and has been reproduced helow: meddical wid.” Thoere are now ne public singers ab favern dinners: they arve “the
professianal gentlemen:” and actars are all “professors of the histrionic arl.”
“High-flown Phraseology Widows ave scarce; they are all “interesting velict=" and as for nursery-maids,
Amongst all the improvements of the age, none perhaps are more striking {hey ure now o days universally transtormed inle “young persons who superin-
Lhan those which have recenlly been made, and indeod ave at present making, tend the junioe hranches of The faily” — Anonyvimous.”
in the language of ordinary life. Who. in these days, ever reads of boarding- '
sthools? Nobody. They are transformed inte academies for bovs, and seminaries tDrevomshire Chromicke and Exeter News 30 November 1341, p8e. By permission of Lhe
for girls: The higher classes are “Bstablishments.” A coachmaker's shop is a Westeountry Studics Library, Exeter)
“Repository for Carriages:” a miudliner's shop a *Depot;” o threadseller’s an
“Emporium.” Coe buys druggs (sic) ab a “Medical Hall” wines, of a “Company:” )

and shoes at a “Mart.” Blacking is dispensed from an “Tnstitution;” and meal
from a “Purveyer” One would imagine thatl the word “shop™ had become not
only contemptible, but had been discovered not Lo belong Lo the English lan- .
guage. Now o days, all the shops are "warechouses,” or “places of business,” and
you would hardly find a tradesman having the honest hardihood to eall himself
a shopkeeper. There is now also no auch world as that of “taifor,” thal it is to
Ay, among ears polite, “elothier” has been discovered to he move elegant,
although tor our part the Lerm tailor is every bit as respectable. This new mode
ol paraphrasing the tanguage of ordinary life, however ridiculous 1L may in



THE DIARY OF A VICTORIAN LADY

Anne Born

A leather eovered natebook came to Hyht recontly through a house sale. [ is the jour-
nal of @ young Plymooth woman for 1890 and 1891, ane it Lefls Lhe story of a Vietorian
tove affair. Not explicitly. of course. Geeasional endearments ave in a private shorthand,
and only ouce or bwice doces the writer allow hersell 2 'y Boby',

The young tady was Florence Greet, born in 1867, who lived with her family ut 4
Laira Strect, Embankment Road, Plymouth, [Ter beloved was Lo become one of
Plymouth’s mosl emivent Hlerary figures and editor of 7he Westers Morning News.
Robert Alfred Johin Walling (1869-1949)1 was the acknowledged prince of Dovon and
Cornish journalizm’. Barn in Bxeter, he is vemembeved as a Phymothian: his tuther was
editor of the Plymonth-based Western Daily Mevenry. Robert fivst worked for the
paper’s West Cornwall office, but in 1891 he was appointed editor of Bicyeding News in
Coventry, He was soon recalied to Plymouth Uo launch the Western Evening Herald,
which wus o greal suceess. [n 1904 he became edilor of the Mercury, and some time
tater, altur o spell in London, editor of the Western Morning News, Hao wrote guide
books aind o fine history of Plymouth, The Stary of Plymonth, published posthumously:
mand was an authority on George Boredw. He was also a prolifie erime wyiter, although
his thrillers were hetter known in America than Fnpdand,

Flavence and Bob's engugement was a long one, or svemns so to us in 1991, Tor il bast-
ed T five years, Those were the days when a young man coutd not marry until his
future was assured. But soon after Bob became an editor they set up home, in 1892,
Despite Florence’s reticonce enough can be dreawn from her journal to show us the vast
dilferences in lifestyle that have come about in the space of a century

Florence married when she was 25, and we cau be pretty sure she had not had a
sweethenrt before Bob came alung, She led a guiet family life. Her diarvy entries are
fuite briet, detail what she did every day and note the weather, She drossmakes far
hersolf and her sigters; does the washing — whether the fimily wash or her own is not
elear. She reads guite widely, Dickens and Carlyvle, joins in sevial lile and helps enter.
tain, Eler parents are ot mentioned. She enjoys walking and exewrsions.

But her thoughts and her whole life contre an Bob. These are the days of letler wril-
ing. They put us to shame. Bob was in Cornwall working for Lhe Mereury, and onty
came home to Plymonth at weekends, sometimes not then, He and Florence wrile to
vach other every day, sometimes bwice a day, and i she aceasionally fails to get a letter
she s plunged in gloom. But if Bob hasa't time to wrile one day he sends two letlers
the next! The Roval Mail venally did see that letters gol throngh al speed thew, except
during the Chreat Blizzard in March 1881 when there was no prst for aboul 24 hours,
somethting nnprecedonted.

Florence was subject to frequent colds. headaches and fatigue, obviously not lielped
by the strain of the long engagement and frequent partings. Bob often had to send a
tetegram sayiog he condd not get home, and every time Florence is dreadiully disap-
poiated. Sometimes she writes a ¢ross or vexed lelter back! Presents of flowers or
gloves do nat eompensate for his absence. When he does come her joy filters through
the laconic entries, they ‘have fun’ and she stays late at his home before he walks her
back to hers, They get about o lot, by sea to Torquay, or to Penzance when thoy have

Modbury, by train Lo Exeter, Or they walk, to Plymbridge, (o Saltram, on the Hoe, to
Mitlbraok, all over Plymouth. in the jomrnal are numerous little pressed (owers and o
few poems by Bob. e was a good prose wriler but not the mreatest of poets:

missed Lhe train, which happens frequently, up ot the Moor for pienics, by coach bn

Oh my sweel, my davling Flower,
[ think about you every hour,
For you are all o me -

are lines from an unfinished poeny on a scrap of papey, The correspondence between
the two must have been lively and enriching since it was such an important part of
their eourtship. Florence’s fine dork eyves sparkle each time the postman calls; sl
after she has read Bob's latest letter, if she is not interrupted, she replics and takes the
letter 1o the posthox herselll Then goes hbome to "fugs about’ — o frogueent entry — read,
sew und retire carly, looking forward to Bob’ return the next weekend,

In 1890 Florence finds hor dairies for 1888 and 1889, She decides to eopy the enlries
for each day inte the diary for B9, so that she can compare what happencd.,
Fortunately for her writing hand the entries are short, but make an upusual record,
without, il must be said, much variety in her occupations, Bul clearly cuach mecting
with Rob wus vitally important to her,

On New Year's Bve 1890 Florence writes: ‘Dieln't get up early, read Bab's story, did
some sewing, heard (vorn Boly, wrote to him, wrote up this diary, shall stay up Lo walch
this year out, and hope the next, 1881, will be brigiler and happier for us all”

LA clid seem to be o reasonably good year, although the ambiltious Bob was striving
to advance in his work and away a lob. A keen sportsman himself, he attended foothall
malehes to report on them. ‘Horrid nothall,” Florenece grumbles to her diary, On
Sunday 14th August it was dull and showery. Bob went to Laira Street and they stayed
in all day, ‘very happy’, After he had gone back Lo Cornwall, fate, *by tho mail’ train,
Morence ‘hardly knew what to do’.

Florence and Bob had Lo wail two more years belore they marvried, Almost all their
married lite was spent In Plymouth except firr a short spell in London. Morence died 18
munths hetore her husband. and they were hoth 80 when they died. The obitnary for
Robert in the Western Independent, which he edited, in Seplember 1949, makes no
menbion of Florence excopt to note her death and say, strangely formally, ‘L would be
an intrusion to wrile of ihe domastic happiness of his Llife',

it would be good 1o knaw that Florenen kept up her journal and wasg not swanmped by
domestic dutios. She must have had mrny social obligations for she and Bob numbered
dmong their civele Lovd and Lady Astor, Eden Phillpeits ad Tsnae Foot,



THE CAUNTIERS OF PONSWORTHY

Freda Wilkinson

Mary Aon Cannter, who was born i L8 L3 and married al ninelesn or bwenly, managed
Ponsworthy Farny, in the hamlel of Ponsworthy, near Wideeombe-in-tho- Maor, for her
invalid husband, She would never adlow a pair of wheels on the place, 1 was told many
vears aga by Miss Thivea Mann, her great grand-daughter, "These sew-fanghod curts
cut up the burf, gel stugeed in the grood grouad, and they're farever knocking down the
gale-posts,” she satd, Only the Lraditional Dartmoor sledges anil pack-horses were vsed
an Pongworthy Pavme then, Miss Mann, whe spent all her 1ife on the saune Ponsworihy
Farm, coulid just remember her grent arandmother, Miss Mann’s nweee Moy Ann's
great-great-granddaughter) and her husband and Camily st Hve and Farm at
Ponsworthy Farm.

[n 1862 Mary Ann Caunler's san — Albert Henry Arthor Wakeham Douglas Casnter
- miveried Thitza, only ehild of their neighbour at Sweaton Farm; o gquarter of o mike
alomy the road, Thirza's fther was more progressive, he is said (o have had the fira
markel eari.in the manor, On his firsy beip with iE to Ashburton. the neavest Lown, he

stoppeid ab Paneras Tlamlvns black-smith shop in Poundsgate. only a mile and o half

frour home, leading his horse, os bowildered nnd dishevelled as its mastor, " Paukus he
said, "Pve turned this damned thing over twee times hetwoen Sweaton and here, will
vau fend us your hoy Lo go down Ashburton with me? “I'is o trade o be learped, youw a
tracle o be learned?

Theso remembered foll, and stany more of their kin, were celebrated by their
descendants al the village hall near Ponsworthy in August 198

Many old Lmily photopraphs, collected by the Lde Hermon Fremch teead historian
and a4 connection by marrtaee Lo the Caunter family), had been given to Colin and
Margaret Wostwood of the Dartington Rural Arvclive, who live: in Pongworihy, by
Flerman’s widow, They showed them to neighbowrs who recognised many of their own
anestors and they produced further photographs, documents and Banily memoerabikia
rovlington Rural Avchive decided ta put on an exhibition abaud the Cannter family,
The Westwoods resecarched the records for months and fimadty produced o family troe
which [ drew ap for the Avchive, Albert HoA WD Caunter and his wile Thives had G-
Leen ehildren and several of them had long famities, Ry (he sixth generation {flodavs
childrvani the Tamily lree - or s twigs - stretehed for thivly leel,

Albert and Thirza were tenants of Sweaton and of nearby Higher Uppacott Earm,
b between bhem, by inhevitunee and later acquisition they also owned tand at
Hexworthy (some of the rarve acres of freeholid land in the Forest of Dartmoart:
Olbsbwing and Wesi Shallalord farmes in Widecambe parish; and Dields in Ashburton and
Broadhiempsiom, Thoey were able to leave land Lo all their surviving sons and £100 to
caeh daughter, Several of the davghteors married farming netghbotes - of the Mann,
Urench. Teish, Nosworthy and Smervdon fumilies, to produce dynastios of theiv own
which still survive in the parigh,

The name Caanter, however, does not. H00 years aftor o Willizm Countonr witnessed
a charter af feoflment in Lowertown, near Ponswortly, the last Caunter was born al
Sweator Varm and he lefl there as o voung man nearly Gifty vears apo. His clder sister,
another Thirza, who owned Sweaton, left after her husband - with whar she Barmed i

- died in the 1960s Many of the family took farma tin-country’, on Lhe Kinder fands
where they had been aveustomed to Lake their ewes for windering (henee the fields ol
Ashiburten ad Broadbempston), in a way similar ta that of Seottish farmers whn, in
{he Lirpes of agricultural depressien of the 18705 and 19305, toals pig farms in Bogland
et prospered whoere the softer-Hving Towlanders had gone (o the wall, Tt wag saiel *IF
you conld famm on Darbmoor vou coutd Trm anywhore',

One guch in-cosniry Bumily of Causters st own the land al Hexworthy befi by their
great-greab-gront-grandfather, Lo bis daaghter Thirsa Caunter the first, thaugh they
live on their miun farm niear pplepen.

Wall aver g handred Caunter descendants came Irom as far as Bridgwaler aud
Launcesion W see the exhibition, [t was 2 lestive and happy oceasion, cream teas pro-
vided (i wid of ehureh Gundsi by the ladies of the village, hall of whom had Caunler
connections themselves. Loog lost cousing, babes in arms and greai-grand-parents
gathered to examine e Family Bible, with the bivthdatos ol cach of the fifleen of
Albert and Thivens children: the family photographs and the pictures and maps of
their ancestral farms: the wills and decds and leases of louds, and above ab) to wark out
the infricacies of Lheir relativnships.

Home appeared twiee in the Family tree, cousing having married cousins of the same
descent., wd many times two siblings of one family had maried siblings of another, A
very elosely interwoven community b was in these parls a cenlury ago. 2 community
fargely responsible for glothing, if not ereating, the Dartmoor landseape we enjoy Lloday.
Thetr influence still provails. Some of the best of the stone-faced hedges and dry-stone
walls re-made today by the Davtmoor National Parles Upland Management leant are
the wark of two Ponsworthy-bred great-great-grandsons ol Albert and Thivea. Neat
Favms in the parish still delight the eye vader the tradional management of uther
srieal and grent-prrend-grandehildren,

Bul they da move with the times too. One great-great-granddaughter of these farm-
ers to whom Lhe wheel was a novelty still tives in Pansworthy bul speands her working
lite elriving conch-luads of towrists all over Furope.

Note: Copies of the Cauntier Bunily tree (reduced in sizelh may be oblained (vom The
Dartington Rural Avehive, Dartington Hall, Totnes, Devon. for £8 plus poslage.



REVIEWS

Plymouth’s Defences: A Shovt History, by UW, Woodward, LI, £4.96. [SBN: 0
516383 0 7. 57pp, 1t maps, 38 iBustrations. Published privately by the auther,

The inextricable Hnk belween Plymoudl's hictory and the wider pvolulion of defenes
technology during the pasl five centuries has inpvitahly begueathed a remarkabie legea-
ey of important military stracttres in the city, Endeed, in terms of their seale and diver-
sity, the remaing of fortifications in Plymoeuth and it eovirens ave amoiuet, the most
important to be found anywhere in Greal Britwim. And vel, as Major Woodwnrl's
admirable new survey of Plymoul’s delences points ont, thers has so (mr bren ao
coherent cily counci] policy devoled to theiv conservation, still Jess Lo thehr nverpreta-
tion and sympathetic usage. As n conseguenee, there hove hoen instances where (he
treatment ol important sites has been lillle <hort of seandatous, Moreover, apart. from
the acquisition of Crownhill Fort by the Landimack ‘Trust and its opening to the public,
there is at present little sign that any new enlightenment is about Lo dispel the
benighted corporate attitude that has prevailed to date. But historians as welt as plan-
ners must share the blame for neglecting this key axpeet of Plymounth’s heritage. After
all, until now, there has heen no serigus work devoted specifically to the deseription
and explanation of local fortifications, and phis omisgion has undonbtedty conleibuted
to an appalling disregard of their swourih. Woodward should therefove be congratulated
warmlby for secking not ondy to chart the evolulion of Plymouti's defences, but abse to
record the structuves which survive in the present-day landseape,

His stated tntentian Lo Fellow-up this fivst book with two more which will offer fu-
ther details fabout the physieal remains on the one hand, and developments over the
paiit oo lundeed yoars au the othery mast alse be applauded and encouraged. Studies
of this kind da attor all hald aut a glimmer of hope that legacies of the eity’s past might
al last be properly appreciated and cherished o the Tuture,

Althiough relativelv modest (i leagth, Woodwards book manages Lo chart o clear
deseriptive pathwiy theough the comples historieat development of Plvmouth’s fortifi-
rations, The work comprizes thee seetions, Fiest, the story of Plymowth's defenced is
reeotmbesd from the Gme of the eavlest installations until the sfficial abandonment of
the idea of constal defences in Britain in 1956, Seeondl, 2 sevies of nine plans veveal the
changing nature of defences between the mid-fourteonth century and the 19408, A
tenth draws together all this fnfurmation by showing the location of seventy important
installations in and weound the eity. Thivdly, (he book includes a briel sectipn listing
sites recommuended for visits I is hoped that the potential to expand on the latter
fhome will be venbiced in Woodward's next volwmo,

Throughout the book the nuthor Gwho has previeuzly produced an imporiant atudy of
Pivmonth's Roval Citadels displays his expierl knowladge of coasial artillery as well as
bis command of the historicsd events which shaped loend developments. The resaft is a
Breirl. readable snd well-ifustrnted text Cartography by Sally Alexander is erisp awl
effective, though time of her maps inchudes a seale bar, (odeed vue of the ouly iHustea-
Lions which shows seale I8 areproduction of the 1643 stege’” map. Yol of al the wany
histovical maps of Plymeuth this i« one of the feast satisfactory in terms of plavinietric
uccuracys. But such eriticlsms do not detract signifieantly from the posibive gualitics of
thi: baok. Tt reprogents not only a welcome work of referonce, but alse i hundbook for
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the enthusiast interested in finding the impressive remnants of Plymouth’s fortifica-
tinngs i today’s landscape.

Mark Bravsfuey

Dartmouth and its Neighbours by Ray Freemau. Phillimore. Chichester 1900, 212
pp. Hardback, Illnstraled, ISBN 0 85033 697 X, €13.94,

In 1983 the authar published her Dartmouth, A New History of the Porl and its People
which waa reviewed in Devon Elistorian Na, 34, This lalest work follows the same com.-
prehensive pattern but, as s Litle suggests, ineludes the histovies of the neighbouring
paristies ol Stoke Fleming, Ashprington, Carnworthy, Stoke Gabriel, Dittisham and
Kingsweur. Matevial from the eaclior boole is retained and, generally, expanded. There
are additional chapters which take the histovy of the Dart Valley down to the Conquest.
and give a fuller ascount of overseas aclivities in Tudar times, notably those of the
Citberts nnd John Davies, Thers is more about the Newloundland trade, so important
in the T7th and 18th centuries, and a vscful section on privateering during the French
wars which was on the whole a profitable undertaking for the town. Grenter space has
alowed fulter treatment of the Bartmouth dynasties from the still necessarily shadowy
Hawlevs to the Holdsworths and theiv rivals the Seales wha, with their friends, domi-
nated Lhe local sceme Tor the best part of twa contuvies, They were a splendidly con-
tentious lut and their kowsnits make fseinating reading, With these condinuous power
struggles iLis nol sarprising that clectoral corruption was the vale even alter the 1832
Reform Act whivh cost the Bovongh one of its two seats, the ather going in 1868, Ready
eash was available to voters and threats ond promises were oprealy ased - a heavy sub-
seription fo the dedied railway i one condidate were elected, o prowise to ‘black” the
port by an inflenlial shipowner i his man did nol get in,

The social hitlory of the Roreugh is covered as thoroughly as its politieal, economie
and physical giowth, the latter in great part the elieonicle ol river land rectamation. Az
elzowhers the poor in Dartmouth sulfered, pavticutarly tn the last century. The norrow-
ness of the site compressed a growing population into old and insanitary tenements by
the river and its was not untit between the wars that, the problem began to be tackled.
In the vountry conditions seem fo have been slightly bettor, There, ag in the Lown itsell,
power lay in ‘a small number of hands. [n Dittisham in the last contury the vector, as
lord of the manor, owned every house in the village.

Part of the charm of this book les in Lhe diversity of these Dart-side characters and
there are a great many of them: preachers like Flavel practising their ealling in dis-
guise, inventors like Newcamen of Bidder, landowners, seamen, shipbuilders, the long
pracession of merchants, the goodwomen who kept the pesthouses in the plague and
survived, and the less meritous Roger the Miller who burnt down his house with his
wite and children inside. The iHustrations are excellent and to the original maps others
have been added to Hlustrate medieval lordships and landholdings. ocean voyages and
aome ol the eighteenth century lawsuits that decided the futire shape of the town, Tt
will he many vears betore Lhis volume is replaced as the standard history of Dartmouth
and around.

Adrian Reed
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A Man of Great Learning: The Life of Sir John Doddevidge, 15551628, hhy
Chantal Srebbings. Faenlty of Law, Exeter University, 1989, A pp, 0L IBBN 0 05 4988
27

One of the most. Bruit{ul developrents of veeont vears has leen the interest of histoy).
s of the professions in the Bimily backpround and carery patierns of their practition-
ers. This hookdet is also o good example of an author's spocialist koowledge enabling
het Lo pursue the earcer of pue of the greatest of Devan-born lawyers with more author
tty Lhan would have been possible for o layman, Born in Souih Molton (hut vat, surely,
on the manor of Bremridge which he only acquired by puvchase o about 1520 dohn
Dodderidge was eduented in Barnstaple, where his Tather traded, 2t Oxfored, and at the
Middle Temple. With considerable experiones as o praclising laswver he vose to he
Bolicitor-General and ultimately one of the Judges of Kiug's Beneh, His closenoss to the
Stuart Court involved him in politien] issues, bul not to his diseredit, prassib)y becruse
be had had epportonities to observe the political seem: s o member of Blizabotls e
Laments. In telling hor story Dr Stebbings has drawn upon o very wide ranue of
sourees, bath printed snd wanuseript and her fontnote references are a mode! of whal
these should be, She packs a great deal into this shart pruphlel, including references
ta Dodderidge’s main published works, both professional and antiquarian. The dudpe’s
learning was tulecd remarkable. And only in o few items of family history does the
author fall short, The Preedence, JohiPs fathors ship, picked up her great prize in 1550
not off Llie coast of Guernsey bul off that, of Guinea in West Afvien, There are alse at i
lonsg ends. Was a 24yenr old law studend, veally Mavor of Bearnstaple in 15797 To
accepl this means velying on J.1 Gribble, The ofTice was no sineeure and in fact
Richard, John'’s tiher, is named as one of the towi's Aldermen in 1583 which sulgponts
that he had abready been Mevor Uhe authar includes some puod stories Lo enlives the
gatherings of the Law Facuity's Dodderidge Club, for whow this biography was writ-
tett, hut mowbers should be winned Lhat the stovy of the sober Judee und Lhe fietional
Hluntingdon jurars is probaldy itself apacrvphal, Moy wie sugzest o liekd-trip to view
the Dodderidge Parlour in the Guildhall in Barnstaple.?

Jover Youlnygs

Stoking up the Past, o Sketchbook History of Gus Industry and the Growth of
the Gay Worker Undon in Plymouth by A Bird anel H, Nabb, British Gas ple Seuth
Western and GMB Southern Region, 1987, 64pp. U3 (SBN 090 3545 41 1.

In the Cause of Liberty, Exeter Trades Couneil 1890-1990 by Andrew Kirkhy
Ixeter Sparkler Books, 1990, pp81, £3.95, [RBN 0 9515561 oX.

As inather pacts of the country the voars IS89-80 were eritical thmes for frade wiion-
fsts and this is veflectad in these bwe studies, the first being the centensrey of the forma-
tion of the vndon in 1888 and the atter of the trades counc! the following year. Both
histurtes have been hampered hy the dilfioulties of finding primary institutionul
records heemuse of wartie hombing. In the cose of Bird and Nabb they have broad-

ened Ltheir werk to a higlory of the Plymoath gas industry and the steengtly of the book-
let is more pn thal side beeause of necess Lo the nathomal tade press of Lho gas industry.
Avdhrew Kirkby has used the local newspapers and made goud use of the secondany lit-
eratuve, a5 his hibliography shows, Bolh histories show how dramaticadly membership
of lucall prganizations can be alfected by movements in the trade eycle aud by technieal
chamge — in the case of the gaswarkers in recend decades liguified pelraleam gas and
mattival pas, aod tor the Bxcter trades couneil the domise of teaditional skilled enegt-
neertng, In 1979 75 por cont of the Jatter’s atfilialed membership was in the pablu see-
tor. What ix enconraging about both these booklets is their indication thatl thoe s an
aclive interest in working class history in the Lwo eities. What we do not have any-
where is Lhe sort of 54t,u(l_y.r_1i' inlerest netwaorks amongst the working chuss as we have
for the middie and upper classes. For example Hewry Toram, the veteron chairman off
Bxeter Co-opernlive Sociely, turns up bn Avdrew Kirkby's work as the Gest presidend of
the trades councid. Others may have been aclive in both and in the Liberal Radical
Azzociation which aimed to cateh the working wen G the Liberals T may be tmpossi-
ble but il researchers kept thew eves apen for wovling men of the same anme in difter-
ent organisations i would he some achievement to lrace the links,

JoH Bovier

The Bdworthy Scandals: A Story of Kxcommunieation and Brawling in the
Vestry in Chulmieigh in the eavly 19th contury, by R.C.M. Bass. 30pp. Available
from Giilzons, Newsagentls, Fore Street, Chulmleigh: €150 + 30p p + p.
Chulmibeigh in the 18 1s when there were signs of the guthering gloore m Foglish
farming: the great shamp that was (o foree Lhousands ol farmers off Lheir Tarms
tHoskinsy when nwany of the lillle Frecholds in this neighbourheod heing mortgagod
for newrdy as much as Uhey are worth, thetr Title deeds arve in olher hands than those of
the nwn;_-rs' (Lysonk a Lime for guarrels and biligaiton, The story has twa starting
puints: Susanna kdworthy ought to bave paid 2/- 4 week ander her hushand's will Lo
Aunes Hosegood abd seffered excommunication and imprisonnment vather than do s,
andl hep gon Genrge Hosepood FEdworthy ‘did guarrel, chide and brasl with the Cuvate,
anel wag banned rom entering the chiurel for ten davs, Richard Bass vapands the story
in all 2orts of divections with the help of detailed reseaceh and a lively imagination, |t
is great fun W read, and instructive Loa, The anthor has now pubkished a serics of items
or Chulmleigh's history, Led us hope beowidl now do for Chudmleigh as o representative
Devon village what Rowland Pavker did in The Commaon Streon tar Foxton as o reproe-
sentalive Cambridge village.

Dereidd Pugsslov



Bond and Pearce, by David Pugsley. Law Faculty, University of Bxcter. 36pp, £2.
Obtninable rom the offices in Plymouth and Bxeter of Bond Pearce,

These bwo men 4.7 Bond and Pecey Pearee weve linked not only by their partnership
i the solicitovs’ business they tounded (uow ong of the largest in the West of England)
but in their political activity on Plymouth Fown Couneil at the turn of the century,

Mr Pugstey opens with lour sections on nalional politics, local politics, local newspa-
pers and local government. Then he Taunches into his lwo biographies, liberally inter-
spersed with faesimiles of articles and cavioons from the Plymouth papers, the
Morning News, the Mercury, the Western Figaro and the Comet. 311 Bond was a leader
of the Liberal Party, three times Mayor, and the man responsible for modernising e
administration of the Corporation, for starting the slum clearance drive, for the bor-
ough extensions which took in Laira and Compten, and for Burrator Resevvoir,

Percy Pewmree supported bim on the Couneil, but his reputation was based on his abil-
ity in the Low Courts; indeed he was scorafully nick-named Pervy the Pleadec by the
powerful leadir of the Consevvatives on the council, John Pethick,

No one can walk about the streels of Plymouth without being aavare of these names,
but like se many nolables of o generalion or two ago, they are only nomes. My Pugsley
has done a splendid job in reviving their temory, and in making them real through the
lively contemporary reports of thetr activities. Would that we had such reporting loday!
One hopes that he will give us more Juch intormation and amusement on yesterday's
Plymauth,

Crispin Gill

Tiverton and the lKxe Valley, by Mary de la Mahotiere, Chichester, Phillimore, 19494,
cl20pp. £9.85. ISBN 0 85033 738 ¢

On expectation, Tiverton and the Exe Valley appears set Lo follow the style of
Phitlimore's volumes on, for example, Chagford, Barnstaple, Ottery St Muory,
Itfrucombe, Bideford, Kingsbridge & Saleombe and the Torbay towns. Not, however,
that this format has been withoul its Hmitotions: this reviewer has commented bofore
U 325 om Lhe then lack of cohesion between illustrutions and text. Happily that is a
thing ol the past and, specifically, Anne Born's 1989 The Torbay Tiwens was prodiced
on paper consistent throughout the book so enabling a fult mlegration of word and pic-
ture.

But what has happened now? From the former hapless sixteen page illustration
‘insert’ we now find just fourteen pages of text as an exlended loreword to over a hun-
dred pages of captioned Hlustrations. This brief history is undoubtedly most readable
and informative but I cannot believe thal Mary de ta Mahotiere has expended all thal,
she could have said in those few pages. For although the subsequent phologriphs,
engravings, advertisoment thustrations, ete, with their descriptive captions are most
intrresting, [ submit thal this type of preseniation is already in plentiful supply and
that we should be able to anticipate & predominance of reading matter in such o vol-
ume frum this publisher. And shy is it not paginated? The text, at least, should surely
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he eapalie of sasy reference, B s just Loo tantalising. This veader was left looking for
mara — despite the title, there: is only o hrief exeurgion away from Tiverton up or down
the valloy proper. Nevertheless this book provides a rewnrding instehl into, especiadly.
the social history: there cannol e maay towns able Lo provide photographs of six toll-
houses 1or one with its own police [bree, tolalling around 2 mere dozen complete with
Chief Constable, and not becoming part of Deven Constabudary until 19422,

One final vognnent on the layout, The vight hand frent end-paper earried a ¢17D0
map of Tiverton which is eoupled with a concise diseriplinn o Lhe faeing inside cover.
fngenivusly lnd novelly to the reviewers the lest hag beer set to hall width so that it is
not ohstructed by the dust jacket fold-over, A tiny aspect of the book, ol course. but a
particutarky helpiul one.

Deeied Bl

My Wolston's Little Line - The story of the Torbay and Brixham Railway by
John Dilley, Published by the authar at 84 Barlon Avenue, Paignton; 99, 48pp. €

| o sure that fellow Devon History Society member John Dilley will not mind my cull
ingr this Nittle beok unpretentious, its whale essence surely being Lo enable a wuler
audience lo shard the auther's enjoviment in researching this Devon branch line and
the involvement in itz earlier days of loeal solicitor tand Portuguese Viee-Gonsulh
Richard Walter Walston. Resulting, as the anthor notes, from an initial Lwo-page exer-
viser o an Open University Course, its wany readers will be pleased that there is one
instance of the efforts in rescarching a worthy project which has nat been doomed to
remain seereted — and theraby large wasted — between ils thesis cavers,

[ teel a lttle unhappy al the subtitle The Story of the Thrbay & Rrixham Railway
hecause “Phe’ always scems to imply a definitive history whilst, as Juhn Dilley takes
care to acknowledue, one other specilic account has been published. But laying Lthat
thoeught aside, here ix i very roadable runaing commentary on the slragiles over #9
years of a country branch line to survive, whethev in getting its rightful dues for
Brixham-originated goods traffic wher continuing an the big brother’ maio line, ur see-
ing a vast inerease M passenger numtbers which the branch managed to service during
rual transport problems disappear just as soon as those problems were resolved: "Dy
clivmts tolt us as though we had the plague’

One print in the hook’s production whicli I must praise — and which other publishers
eould emulate - is the use of the cenlre pages Lo print the main Hustrative map: a twao
page spread without the annoying centee gap (or overlap) which so often vecars. This is
an interesting aceount which holds the attention of the reader nud has enough original
material to warrant its place on the Lookshelf of local historian er sailway huft” alike.

Diavid Felnmnd



Horrabridge as it was by John Howe, Yebverton and Disirict Local History Sociely.
Reprint 1889 268pn, including 6 phatos. L5 each trom hocal shops, [SGN G 9515188 ¢
3.

This is a persenal reminiseouee of the west Devon parish of Terrabridge and its
immediately neighbowring area near the ftver Walkham, ag vemembered by John
Rowe, whase childhood wis spent in Uhe village in the vears bolween the twa warkd
wars, lo the booklet M Rowe reealls wilh elarity his smpressions of fealuries of the
countryside - many of them sUlb remainiog althoagh some now disappearved - and.
vividly, many of the personalilies of the people he knew, of the hovwses thoy Hived in and
Lhe worlk they did. The result 1s & very readable povtraval of the Bite of & particalar
patrish in the early part of the twentieth century, Surely there must be many other vil-
e with histories =till untold which could beneit from such well-written weatment.

Helon Hearrds

Clearbrook in those days by Lilian Lethbridee. Yelvorton and Disrriet Local History
Society, L8390, 36pp, inctuding map and 5 photos. £3.00 from local shops, [SBN O
GH15H108 L6

For the many people who may have pondeved on bow, when, and why the small
somewhat auburban-styte seltlement of Cleavhrook e into being, here s the expla-
nation, Mry Lethbridge tells us that the hamiel, which les on the sastern stopes of
Roborough Down, north of Plymoeuth. close to the River Meavy, owes its origing to an
isilated farmbouse existing here in 1788 and te the development of neacby Yeoland
mine it the nineteenth contury, She Lraces the growth of the habitatiuns and from a
clear mewnomy desertbes with fest-hand affection the rural eeonomy of her fomily and
the others who lived in that close-bousd community. From bee account the hard work -
aften for little enough rewavd — and the general goodwill of that lime come clearly inte
focus. A evror that must e noted i the <ie of the Devonport leal fevidently in confbiz-
sian with Dreake’s eal given as E590, hut actually dating from powers oblained in

T But this does not detract from the main value ol the work, which Hes in the
untyueness of the authors interesting and very personal account.,

flelen Hervis
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NEW CONTRIBUTORS

Llisabeth Stanbrook is the Bditor of Dartmonr Magazine. She is also o purL-tim.e
postaraduale student al the College of St Mark and 5t Johu in Plymouth where she is
stuclying for a M.Phil, research degree, and is applying tor a transfer to a Eh.D.

D.LB. Thomas, a Chatlered Civil Engineer, practises 05 2 comsulling engineer and
lives in Exeler.

Anne Born, historian, poet and transiator, is the suthor of varivus boolks on Devon
and local historcy.

THE COLYTON LOCAL HISTORY CENTRE

(u service-poind for the Bevon Record Office, adminislered by
THE COLYTON PARISH HISTORY SOCITTY

The above-named is situated in The Beard Room, above the Town Hall in Coltyton, and
ts npen on most Mondays between 2 and Spm (Bank Floldays excepted), _

We have copies of the Parish Registers for Colylon and 30 surrounding parishes,
topether with tithe maps and tithe appurtionments and same Independent Registors,
adso a copy of the TG tor the County of Devon — all on microfiche.

Also available aye microfilm copies of the vecords of the Feollees of Colylon, and o
small selection ol veference books. An archivist from the Devon Recard Office visits
monthly, and will answer queries as well as bring any other Devan matertal which is
avaitable on fiche or film,

Enquivies and appointments - please phene COLYTON 53245,



THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY

Minutes of Lhe 21s Annual General Meeting hiedd 2t Exotor
an Saturday L3 October 1890,

In the Chair, Lhe President, Profussor lvan Rools.

advertisers’ ‘matshols’ were now covering costs of distribution. The number
printed was 450, which included ‘spares’ as well as copies for 3.'_-3‘._" imlivi(luﬁul alml
A6 corporate members. blr Famund thanked the Devon and Exctler [nstilution
For Lhe use of Lheir office address and olher acilities, and proposud that the
[nstitufi:m. should be made an houorary corporate member of DES. This wos see-
onded by My Pike, and carvied unanimously.

The aceounts were accopted by the meeting and the Presidend warmiy thanled
il Bdmund.

Apologles were received from Protessor W, Minehinton, Messes. 13, Puglsey aid A,

Reed, and My, and Mres, Sedgewick, i 1. Hon. Editor’s Report

Mrs, H. Flarris thanked conlributors fo isswes 40 and 41 of the Levon Historian,

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting tprinted in The Devon
Histortan, Aprtl 189900 were read und approved.
!

Matters Arising — none.

Hon, Beeretary’s Report

Mrg 8. Stirling veported on Uhe 20U anniversary of the Siioly, which had been
marked by special articles in 747 40, and an ansiversary lunch at Buckinnd
Abbhey in May, attended by 80 members. Thanks were due to PMroliasor 1. Youings
for arganising that event, Dr AL Grant fie organising the summer conlerence at
Hartland, and Mr M. Nix for serving as speaker and guide there, Conneil had
met in Seplember B89 and Japuary 1990, Mrs Stirling said she appreciated the
details of mevtings sent to her by sceretaries of local suctetios for the information
of BES members. Bhe warmly thanked Mr D, Bdmund for his willing heip in
very many wa¥s over the year. The members present then showod theie appreei-
itticn of Mr Edmund’s worle tor the Society.,

The President congratolated Mrs Sliriing on ber veport and her work, and also
thanked the membership seerctary, My of. Pike, and the winules secretary, D,
Cresnd,

Hon Treasurer’s Report

My Edmund presented the income and expendilure aveount, and pointed oni
that, as the balance was mueh the some as last vear's, theve would agaiu be no
necd to raise subscriplions this year. This wight, however, becomo necessary in
future. as postage had meveased, and the lalest estimate for 28 was up by 14
per ceitl, Other estimates would he sought, My Fdmund praised the production
as well as Lhe contents of DF and was agninst redueing its sive, especially as
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k. Minutes andd praised the high standard not only of the papers received, but aksa thwir pro-

sentation, which had made her work casier. A wide variety of subjects hid been
covered, but with the emphasts on south rather tho north Devon, She loped
this balance wauld be redreessed in fulure issues, There had also been a good mix
of alyles, from lighier weight picees to the produels of deep vesearch, with o
pleasant element of humour here and there, Mrs, Harrig added that she wel-
eonnted information frem local history societivs, and any ‘updating’ from previous
arlivkes. She hoped articles of 2 wide rango of snhjects, styles, and lengths would
continue Lo flow in.

The President thanked Mra, Harris, and praised the poblication. He wlso men-
timed the attractive cover-prings selected by Mrs, Stivling. Prafessor Youings
congrabulatec Mra, Harrts on the photographs new being inchuded.

Election of Officers and Council

Mr. J. Bosanko proposed alf officers b re-elected v for. This was seconded, and
varried unanimously.

Pheve wers three vacaneies on Lhe Couneil, My Tatham and Mrs, Wilkinson, who
had stood down in accordance with the three-vear rule, were re-elected. One
place was lefl vacant, to be filled by eo-option if necessary bofore the next AGM.
Conference Prograomme 1995

Cullompon, Sat. 13 May 1991, Mr. [). Pugsley to cocordinate. Suggestions for Lhe

gecond meeting ineluded Buckfnst Ahbey. Other ideas could be pul to members of
the couneil.

Nt








