





MEMBERSHEIP NOTICE

A new up-to-date list of members is heing prepared, and it is hoped this will shortly
be available for distribution. 'The acting Honorary Secretary would be glad to hear
as soon as possible from any members whoe wish Lo amend or supplement
information previously given regarding their particular areas of interest, ete.
Following the issue of the new list it is planned to provide updating slips with
subsequent editions of the Devon Histurian,

DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

Current and back igsues of the Devon Historian {except for numbers 7, 11, 16, 15, 22
and 23) can be obtained, price £1.50 post free, from Mrs 8. Stirling, Devon & Exeter
Institution, 7 The Close, Exeter. Alsc available post free are Devon Newspapers
(E1.00), Index to Devon Historian (for issues 1-15 50p and 16-3¢ £1), and Deven
Bibliography (1980 50p, 1981 and 1982 60p each, 1983 75p).

The Ion Secretary, Mr John Pike, 82 Hlawkins Avenue, Chelston, Torguay, would
be glad ta sequire copies of the unobtainable numbers of the Pevon [Historiun listed
above.

CHARTISM IN DEVON: A CASE FOR RE-ASSESSMENT

Brauce Coleman and Richard Patterson

One of Lthe pleasures of historical research is Lhe chance ta modify or even overburn
orthodoxies that have passed, sometimes almost withoul serious gquestioning, into
the historiographical canon. 'This article sketches some of the grounds for
suggesting that the case of Chartism in Devon is one which merits just this process
of examination and re-assessment.

Devon hardly features in the standard accounts of the Chartist movement. Bath
in the traditional accounts and also in the research monographs and critical
syntheses published in recent years the south-western peninsula is conspieuous
largely by tbs absence. For example the Chartist Stucdies (1959 which Aso Briggs
ecited were & significant pioneering contribution to the study of Chartism in the
lacatities, but Devon did not figure among the counties studied in depth and the
work probably helped to establish the assumption which still prevails that there was
very little Chartist activity west of the textile districts of Somerset and Wiltshire.
Agricultural districts and the small market towns provided very liLtle support for
Chartism, we are told, and Devon—usually implicitly rather than explicitly —seems
to be characterised in these terms.

‘The only significant exceptions to this dismissal are Lthe recognition that Newton
Abhot was one of the towns where the Chartist Land Plan attracted substantial
support! and some mention of George Julian Harney's temerity in challenging the
Foreign Secretary Lord Palmerston in the borough of liverton in the 1847 general
election. So far as the present authors arce aware, nol a single work in the now vast
bibliography of Chartism even mentions the fact that Tavistock elected the last
Chartist MP, one Samuel Carter, as late as 1852 when the movement nationally is
supposed to have been all but dead.?

Even in terms of the current orthodoxy Deven merils more attention. Asa Briggs
noted that among the most Jertile types af lacality for Chartism were old and
decaying textile centres like Trowhridge and several similar towns in Wiltshire and
Somerset.” But textiles, including the old woollen manufacture, had by ne means
disappeared entirely from cast Idovon by the 1830s, though by then most of Lhe
surviving pockets of production were in their death throes. [t is already clear that
most of these centres showed some evidence of Chartist activity, though the scale,
sacial character and chromology of the support will require & great deal more study
before definite conclusions can be offeredt. The support, however, was often
significantly within the context of the local community. For example Cullompton,
which reached its population peak of around 3900 at this time, witnessed a 'spirited
meeting’ in March 1839 at which the People’s Charter and the National Petition
were adopted and signed by 516 inhabitants.? Ashburton, the subject of frequent
reparts of ‘distress’ in the county press in 1841-2, sustained branches of hoth the
Waorking Men's Association and the National Charter Association, the
organisations associated with Lovettite and (FConnorite Chartizm respectively. In
L842 it was also the scene of activity by the Complete Suffrage movement. the semi-
Charctist alternative led by the Birmingham Quaker, Joseph Sturge. Buckinstleigh,
a town with problems similar to those of Ashburten, aiso figures in the loval press
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reports of Chartist activity in these yvears. Some of these Lowns seem to have been
assaciatad with the more radical. ('Connarite side of the movenient and the local
newspapers, predominantly hostile to Chartism and particularly to the Kind
represented by Feargus O'Connov, may well have underreported it. A study of
O'Connor's own newspaper, the Northern Star, may yet reveal rather more detail of
the supporl in Devon.

The larger towns will also merit elose attention in the study the present authors
are undertaking. Plymouth was responsible for one of the parlicat showings of
Chartism in the county: in October 1838 the Tory Woolmer's Exefer and Plymonth
(iosetre reparted a ‘Radical demonstration’ in Stonehouse attended by 2500,
Plymouth, at ieast if Devonport and Stonehouse are included in it may well have
accounted for the nearest thing to mass support for Chartism in the whole of Devon,
perhaps because the great dockyard had brought toygether the semblance of a classic
proletarian workforce in the county, Here, in 1839 at least, there were even hints of
an insurrectionary side to Chartism.?

Nor was Lthe county town immune. From Februsry 1849 Exeter had a Working
Men's Association and it produced perhaps the most praminent of Chartist leaders
in Devon in W..1.P. Wilkinson, 0 Nunconformist wine and spirit. merchant and a
former mayor of the city. Here Chartism seems to have been moderate in tone. An
attempt to stage a mass demonstration by 2,000 ‘physical force’ Chartists at nearby
1de in May 1829 turned into un ill-attended fiasco and the Western Times was able
Lo reassure iLs readers that ‘there are none of the Physical Forer men in the City"8
The city's popular radicalisin seems to have heen dominated by the cluss of
shopkeepers, craftamen and amall tradesmen who already possessed a tradition of
palitical activity and who here, as elsewhere where they held the ground, gave
Chartisim a decidedly reformist, pro-Liberal character with a strang emphasis on co-
pperation between classes. Fxeter Chartism reached its peak in 1812 with a
contribution of over 3,000 signatures to the National Petition.” By this Lime it had
developed an interesting and ambiguous variant of popular radicalism in the shape
of « Liberal and Independent Working Men's Association which claimed
considlerable influence in the 1841 parliamentary cleclion in the city, strongly
denving the Chartist character with which its Tory opponents charged it and yet
supporting the points of the Chartist programme of electoral reform.® What this
phenomenon raises is nol only the problem at defining what was Chartism and what
was not but also Lhe relationship of Chartism to older strains of local radical politics.
{Tiverton, lor alf Harney's dramatic intervention in 1847, illustrates just this point:
the Tiverton Relorm Agsociation was meeting regularly as early as 1836 and carrvied
on in parallel with Chartism during the vears of the latter’s existence. What will
need exploration are the locsl contexts which played host to Chartism in one or more
of ils variants during these years and which helped to shapt its manifestations in
aceordance with the lacul reonomy, soeial structure and traditions.

The Land Plan phase of Chartism in the mid-1840¢ has already been vecognised as
having had some significance for Devon. O'Connor’s scheme is reckoned to have
enjoyed support in many small towns where Chartism had not made much previous
impact and where eraft industries lived cheek-hy-jow! with agriculture. {’Connor
himself visited Newten Abbot in September 1846 and the town, where a branch had
been formed the previous April, served us the headquarters of the Land Company's
entire South-Western district consisting of twenty branches. A number of other
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towns in Devon formed branches ton.

T'he parlinmentary clectioneering of these ycars has received less atlention, save
for Harney's spectacular foray to Uiverton, Though fruitless in terms of votes, the
attempt was claimed to have enjoyed the support of some 3,000 out of the town’s
10,000 inhabitants. In the previous year Henry Vincent, another of Chartism's
national Hgurps, had conlested Plymouth in a by-election caused by the
appaimtivent of the Whig Viscount Ebringlon to ministerial office.” The (847
weneral election also saw the first candidacy of Samuel Carter at Tavistock.
Defeated then, Carter won a by-election in April 1852 against two Liberals and in
the general election of July that year he took the Second seat. The preperty
qualification required of MPs prevented Carter from actually taking his seat in the
Commens and, when he stood again in the 1857 general election, it was as a Liberal,
not a Chartist, and he was defrated in any case.!” Unlike Vincent and Harney,
Carter seems to have been a local figure of no national standing. The man and his
position in "Cavistock politics need further investigation, but at present. it looks as
though Chartist suceess in Tavistovk may have owed something Lo local resentment
of the Russell and mining company interests that dominaled—or sought te
dominate—the town. Hore, as in Plymouth and Tiverton, the prominence of
candidates and interests closely identified with a Whig government scemingly
indiffevent to lower-class gricvances helped to put wind into the sails of Chartism.
Lord John Russell, the Liberal leader and prime minister in these years, was of the
ducel family thal had dominated the representation of Tavistock for so lang.

All this amounts, at the very least, Lo good reason for re-examining the accepeecl
picture of a counly virtually without Chartism. Though it is too early in the study
now heing undertaken for very firm conclusions, one fealure which stands out
already is the hitiiness, the fragmented character, of Chartism here. Really there
was no ‘Devon Chartism’, only Chartism in Deven. Though there are some signs of
emulation among the various towns which formed centres of Chartist activity,
support for the Charter existed in rather isolaled pockets and it seems never to have
cohered as a counly movement. The local nrganisations wore probably readier to
look to national leaders, causes and muadels—Lovett or O'Connor, Luand Plan or
National Charter Association—than to Exeter, Plymouth or other towns in Devon.
No Chartist figure in the county, rven Wilkinson, seems to have made much impact
outside his own locality. Small-town patriotism which rejected leadership from
elsewhere in the county may have been a factor here, but so surely was the size of
Devon and the diversity of the county’s economy. As with so much clse in
nineteenth-century Devon, it is the diversity of its Chartist experience, not its
hemogeneity or unity, Lhat stands out. Not only may the chronology of Chartism in
Devon as a whole show itself to huve been different from the national one; it is likely
that the chronologies of Chartist activity in different parts of the county diverged.
That at least is whal Lthe events of 1852 in Tavistock suggest.

The difficulty of piecing together the story of Chartism in the county—already the
worlk has taken on something of & jigsaw puzzle character—may be one reason why
historians have tended to ignore or under-estimate it. In seeking to remedy the
deficiency the present authors would welenme any assistance which local historians
may be able to afford them. [t would be gaod ta think that the county’s historians
might show more cohesion and co-operacian than the local Chartists managed in
their day and that such an effort might produce at least a detailed picture and just
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estimation of the part—if still a modest one when compared with some other areas of
the country-—which this county played in the most celebrated popular movement of
the last cenlury.

Notes

1 For example, Chartist Studies, ed. A, Briggs (1959}, pp.288 and 319-22.
2 MeCalmont’s Parligamontary Pofl Book, British Election Results 1852- 18, ed. ).
Vincent and M. Stenton (Brighton, 1971), p.290.
3 Chartist Stucdies, p.3; also R.B. Pugh’s chapter on ‘Chartism in Somerset, and
Wiltshire'.
4 Northern Star @ March 1839,
5 Report of placards posted, Western Times 23 March 1839,
6 Western Times 26 May 1839,
7 fhid. 30 April 1842,
8 Ibid, 27 February 1841, which reported that the B.L.LW.M. A, was flourishing.
9 McCalmont, op.eft., p.237.
10 Tbidd. p.290.

JAMES GREEN, CIVIL. ENGINEER, 1781.1849

AG. George

The names of early civil engineers such as James Brindley (1718-1772), John
Smeaton (1724-1792), Thomas Telford {1757-1834}) and John Rennie (1761-1821) are
familiar to many people. As the canal era waxed and then waned other engineers
came forward to suppeort these men and one of them spent much of his life in Levon.

James Green was born in Birmingham in 1781, taking his names from his father
who was a civil engineer and contractor in Warwickshive und the adjoining counties.
It was from him that James received his early experience until in 1801 he was
employed by John Rennie. Rennic employed Green on surveys, canal works, the
drainage of bogs and fens and on engineering works generally in England and
Ireland. Perhaps it was with Rennie that Green came to Devon, for in November
{805 Rennie was giving a surveyor, Charles Tozer, Instructions on a survey of the
river Dart on bebalf of the Duke of Sornerset and in July 1808 Green was doing
likewise,

[n the Spring of 1806 Lord Boringdon of Saltram contracted with Green for the
construction of an emhankinent to enclose 175 acres of land formerly called Chelson
Bay in the estuary of the river Plym. Green did his own research into the heights of
the tides and successfully completed the work in 1807 despite losing some of his
workmen Lo the naval press-gang. Lord Boringden received a gold medal from the
(Royal) Society of Arts for this enterprise, Chelson Meadow, as it became to be
known, was successfully used for grazing, as a vacecourse and as an airfield. Today
it is & large Devon County Councit tip, so the reclaimed land has been beneficial to
Plymouth. Also in 1807 it was probably Green who reclaimed another 40 acres at
Woest Charleton for Lord Boringdon, this time from the Kingshridge estuary.

Green was then well postioned to undertake further projects in the county and he
stayed in Devon as a direct result of the collapse of the newly built Fenny bridges
which carried the London te Plymouth road across the river Otter west of Honiton,
In April 1808 at 27 years of age he contracted for the design and construction of a
replacement bridge with three arches of 42, 48 and 42 feet span in brickwork with a
roadway of 20 feet between parapets. ‘This now carries the A30 trunk road traffic.

During the Midsummer Sessions of 1808, the magistrates decided to appoint a
bridge surveyor for the whole county and at the Michaelmas Sessions on 4 October
(ireen was appeinted. The number of bridges repairable by the county in 1808 was
236 and there can be little doubt that many were in a poor state. The Quarter
Sessions Court had kept expenditure to a minimum for many years and many new
bridges had short lives. By contrast Green was careful to build substantial
structures with large waterways. Scon, large bridges had been completed such as
New Bridge, Tawstock {over the river Taw), Hele Bridge, Hatherleigh (over Lhe river
Torridge) and Cowley Bridge over the combined rivers Exe and Creedy,

Green set to his task with great vigour. This was evident not only from the
number of bridges he rebuilt but from the fact that in 1820 a committee began to
examine expenditure and found that during the years 1812-1818 average cost of
£226 per bridge in Devon compared with £52 for Cornwall and £78 for Somerset.
Green's explanations were not convincing and expenditure began to fall in the 1820s
and was still less in the 1830s, Green was unable to persuade the Devon magistrates
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Portview Cottages, Heavitree. [n 1843 he moved to T.onden but did not find it easy
to obtain work. 11e comhbined with De la Garde, a former Mayor of Exeter, to present
a substantial paper on the history of Exeter Canal and the engineering work of Lhe
extensien to Turf to the Institution in 1845,

In 1846 Green was instructed by Lthe Councit of Bristol to advise on the measures
necessary to abate the nuisance caused by the sewage in the river Frome entering
the floating harbour, and after a further report in 1847 works were carried out in that
vear to clear the area of accumulated studge. Green gave a paper on these reports
and the work carried out to the InstiLtution on 8 February 1848 when the discussion
wus iitiated by the Dean of Weslminster and extended over 3 evenings. By this
time Gireen was in ill health, and on 13 February 1848 he died.

Green had shown that in his use of iren for bridges and in his mechanical work on
canals he was not always at his best, though his lighter ironwork on Barnstaple
bridge served weil until the 1960s, Of his canal work, W. Buckingham, the historian
of the Excter Turnpike "T'vust, in 1885 wrote that Green 'entered into speculative
contracts and died in reduced circumstances in Westminster'. Perbaps we can takea
broader view in 1985. Green was, however, a master of earthworks a2 he had shown
in his reclamation work and the construction of locks and Joeks in difficult ground.
Generally his bridges were very well constructed with deep and secure foundations
and adeguate waterways requiring minimal maintenance today, a century and a hall
later. He contributed a number of pdpers to the scicnce of engineering and he left a
great heritage not only with his bridges in Devon but with his other civil engineering
works in Devon, Cornwall, Somerset and Sauth Wales.

During these times there were few other civil engineers based in the South West,
The Institution of Civil Engineers recorded in 1838 that besides James Green in
Exeter, there were Roger Rice and Thomas Hopkins of Plymouth and Bath, Willtar
Stuart of Plymouth and James Rendel of Plymouth. The latter had a particularly
successful career and founded the oldest firm of ¢onsulting engineers now in
existence. Green's son, Joseph, was also listed bhut as an avsociate member,

A gelection of some of the bridges built or widened during James CGreen's
surveyorship of the Devon County Bridges

BRIDGE RIVER MAP REF.
Weston Otter ST 143 001
Fenny Otter SY 116 985
Gosford Otter SY 102 970
Cadhay Otter SY 093 960
Newtan Poppleford Otter 8Y 091 898
Otterton Otter SY 089 852
Clyst Honitan Clyst Widened in 19705 5X 985 5135
Cowley [ixe Ancient Monument SX 807 955
Higher Creedy, Crediton Creedy S5 846 011
Yeotnn, Crediton Yeo S5X 827 988
Dogmarsh Teign SX 713 843
Clifford Teign Widened in 1821 by Green SX 781 898
Steps, Dunsford Teign SX HOG 883
12

BRIDGE RIVER MAP REF.
Sowden Teigrn S5X B3 BA4
Crocombe Teign S5X 848 811
Chudleigh Teign One approach raised 1971 BX RE7 786
Teignbridge Teign 5% 859 735
Bow, Bickington Leman SX 794 725
Dart, Bueldfastivigh Dart One side widened by Green  SX 744 667
New, Loddiswell Avon 5X 718 476
Lee Mill Frme Widened in 1960s SX 600 557
Cadnver, Plym Plym 5X 555 646
Longbridge, Plympton Plym Widened in 1930s S5X 519 567
New, lawstock Taw S5 570 283
ttead Mole S5 668 183
Dipper Mill Torridge 585 438 085
Hele, Hatherleigh Torridge 55 538 (65
Wonlleigh Tributary of 55522 LT

Torridge
fron span bridges

Axe, Colyford Axe Replaced 1912 SY 259 426
Landeross Tributary of Replaced 1926 88 481 2435
Torridge
Polson, Nr Launceston  “Tamar Iron centre span replaced in 85X 355 849
19308
Work on Trust Bridges
Bideford 1810 Torridge Widening over half the 585 455 264
i length
Harnstaple 1834 Taw FrrecLion of cast iron 58 557 329

footpaths und parapets
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RENDEL'S HYDRAULIC DRAWBRIDGE AT
BOWCOMBE CREEK

Keith 5. Perkins

The ever faithful Dictionary of National Biography {pp. 896-888) inform us that, in
1826, civil engineer James Meadows Rendel erected Bowcombe Bridge near
Kingsbridge in Devanshire when hydraulic-puwer was first applied to the machinery
for making swingbridges,

Well—not quite right! e did not crect the actual {ancient and still existing)
Bowcombe Dridge, which is situated at the head of Bowcombe Creck a mile east of
Kingsbridge near Shindle Mill, nor did he construct a swinghridge such as was
contained in the five-arched bridge at the ¢creclt’s mouth during the first half of the
nineteenth century, But civil engineer George Clarisse Dobsont, assistant to Rendel
fand incidentally. his hrother-in-law) tells us that Rendel did design and erect a
drawbridge (not a swingbridge) across one of five openings in a stone bridee at
Rowcombe Creek when he was engaged in improving the turnpike road in the south
of Devon, about 1831,

Druring the 1820s, John the 1sL Barl of Morley, of Saltram, [Hendel’s patron) had
engaged Hendel Lo design and construct the Laiva Bridge? across the Plym Estuavy,
and, in erder to attract travellers between Plymouth and Exeter to his bridge,
Morley encouraged Bills for the construction of turnpike roads throughout the
south of Devon. On 23 January 1824 he was chairman at a meeting of the
Kingsbridge and Modbury Turnpike Trusts, when ‘. . . A petition was brought to
this mecting from the inhabitants of Charleton, Stokenham, South Pool,
(Chilverstone and adjacent parishes, thal a8 communication by a furnpike road may
be opened betweel the town of Kingsbridge and the village of Frogmare: that Mr
Rendel be ordered to survey (at the expense of the potitioners) the different lines of
road between the above places, and point out and estimate any new line of road
which may appear to him most eligible® .,

On 2 April 1824 "An Act for making and maintaining certain rowds from
Kingshridge, Dartmonth, Mudbury, Sulcambie and other plaves in the south of the
County of J’)i.'mm'_{Act 5 Geo.IV cap.311—in which Act the turnpike road between
Kingshridge and Trogmore was included—received the Royal Assent. But it is
reparted that the petitioners objected to Rendel's high fees and, instead, the
Trustees decided to employ John Loudon MeAdum to earry out the work?. Later,
however, new surveys for turnpike roads in this and other related areas were carried
out by Henry Andrews® (of whom more later).

At this time in south Devon, an interest in drawbridges seems to have arisen, such
bridges permitting the free passage of large or masted vessels by lifting a section of
the roadway. Sir William Eiford {as Recorder of Flymouth) chserved that. in
Amsterdam alone, there were 200 such bridges. He then—unsuccessfully—
demanded that Lord Morley order his engineer, James Meadows Rendel, to erect a
drawhridge in the proposed iron bridge at Laira so that large vessels could reach his
{Elford’s) own quays in the Plym Estuary. At Shaldon, Roger topking planned and
erected a drawbridge in his wooden bridge across the estuary of the River Teign.

[n LB27, Henry Andrews, surveyor of Medbury. produced a map af proposed
turnpike roads in the south of Devon and from the hook of references and other
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Part of Henry Andrews’ sirvey muap of roeds in the south of Devan 1827,

documents which accompany the map, we find that the cost of the new line of road.
from Kingsbridge to Frogmore by way of Charleton. was estimatued at £1.402, and
that the land upon which the new road was to be laid had already been aygreed and
paid for. The sections of praperty taken over by the Turnpike Trust are represented
on the map by the numbers { to 14 inclusive—in the areas Dodbrook parish and
Charleton parish.

Act 5 Geo.1V cap.81, contains none of this information, but on 28 March 18285, the
Act was repealed and Aut 9. Geo IV cap.12 {which was also the vehicle for Henry
Andrews survey} was brought in to replace it.

Clanse 15 of this Act, tells us that:
. Trustees are malking an Embankment, 2nd buildiag arches, at great expense
for carrying the said road across the estuary at Bowcombe . .
There scems to be lHttle doubt that this is a reference to the waork in progress of a
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bridge under construction. and not anly do the numbers 7, 8, and ¢ on Henry

Andrews map seem to bear this out, but he also refers to ‘Bowcombe New Bridge as

being located at this point. which is the site of the present-day New Bridge.

Aause 30, in the Act, is even more revealing:
... and be it futher enacted, that if any person or persons shall with any boat or
vessel, or in any way whatever, wilfully or carelessly injure, pull down or damage
any part of the embankment across the estuary at or near Bowcambe aforesaid,
or the arches, walls, posts, rails or fences, or the drutbridge or any erection or
building made Lhereon by the said Trustees . . . shall for each and every such
affence, forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding ten pounds . . .

The existence of a drawbridge at Bowcombe iy further substantiated in an secount;
‘Description of a Drawbridge at Bowecombe Creek near Kingsbridge, Devon' by
George Clarisse Dobsen, in the Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers®
1847 as follows:-

... This drawbridge spans one of five openings in a stone bridge, built across a
vavigabie branch of Salcombe Harbour; it is in one leaf 15ft 9in wide, and 32ft
long from out to out, supperted upon a cast iron shaft or axle, placed 7§t 6in in
from the inner end, working in the ahutment pier, which is built hollow to receive
it, and thus the part within the axle-end acts as a counter weight.

To the centre of the end cross-beam of the counter part, a chain is attached,
and after passing over cast iron sheaves in the masonry face of the abutment, is
ceiled on & drum fixed on & horizontal shaft, cerrying an ane end a pinion, worked
by a rack, attached to the piston of the hydraulic press; by this means, motion is
given to the shaft and drum, and consequently to the leaf of the bridge. Balance-
boxes are hung to the counter-end by which means the shutting is regulated. The
struts for supporting the leaf, when raised, are also thrown in and out of their
places by a rack and pinion.

The hydraulic-press, used for opening and closing the bridge, is simple in its
construction, and the whole works so easily thal a female can open and close the
bridge in about fifteen minutes without difficulty. The fresh water used for the
pump is returned into the reservoir every time after being used.

The bridge was designed and erected by Mr J.M. Rendel, when he was engnged
in improving the turnpike rond in the south of Devon, abeut 1831.

The expense of repairing, oiling, packing & c., since its erection, has averaged
under £7 per annpum, including a small salary to a neighbouring millwright for
occasional inspection.

Dohson’s details enable us to identify the bridge to which he refers, of the three’
which span the Creek. They were:-
1 Bowecombe Bridge (Nat. Grid Ref: 8X 750443), recorded by James Green® who was
surveying buildings and bridges here during the early 19th century as being of pre
L7th century dating and as having a single arch 5t in span. Today, it remains
substantially the same, thus disposing of the report in the Dictionary of National
Biography that Rendel ever erected a drawbridge (or swingbridge) here, since only a
tiny un-navigable stream flowed through it.
2 Baweombe Creeh Footbridge (SX T48441), three hundred metres downstream,
reported in recent years by the late Mr A.M. Chitty, architect and town planning
consultant of Kingsbridge, as dating from the 16/17th century. It is of simple
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Notes, Sources and Acknowledgements:

1

o

Biographical Note:

CGeovge Clarisse Dobson—born at Canteleu near Houen in July 1801 (his mother
was I'rench) came to Bnpland in 1814 and was apprenticed to Professor John
Millington. Me was employed at Lanescote Mine near Fowey in Cornwall, In
1831, he became assistint to James Meadows Rendel and was oceupied, ainong
other things, on the drawings of the Hoating bridges established at Torpoint and
elsewhere. In 1837 he became assistant and draughtsman to William Stuart,
Superintendent of the Breakwater Department of the Plymeuth Dockyard and
in l816—upon the rvecommendation of Mr Rendel, he rveceived from the
Admiralty the appointment of Resident Engineer for the purpose of super-
intending the works Lo he curried out for the improvement of Holyhead
Harbour, Mr Rendel being the Engineer-in-Chief. At Holvhead dr Dobuon
continued to perform his duties until the completion in 1873, He died there in
1874,

Extract: Minutes of Proceedings of the Instilution of Civil Engineers, Val 41,
{Rendel and Dobson married daughlers of the same James and Mary Haris
family of Plymoutht.

C.BE. Welch MA—"The Iron Brid‘ge of Plymouth'—Transactions of The Devon-
shire Assoclation, Vol, 98 1988,

Morley Papers, Accession 69. Devon Reocords Office (West), Public Announce-
ment—Handbill. Committee Meeting of the Kingsbridge and Modbury Turn-
pike Trust, 23 Jan 1824, Signed by Morley {(Chairman).

CE. Welch MA—The fron Bridge at Plyimouth—page 378 (Also see) Alan
Gihson, ‘Maa who remade Devon's Roads’, Western Morning News, 29 Novem-
ber 1967 (P.4)

Herry Andrews—{surveyor). Survey map of proposcd turmpike roads in the
South of Devon {1827). (House of Lords Records Office).

W.A. Morris— Archivist, Institution of Civil Engineers.

M.R. Hawkins--County Engineer and Planning Officer, Bxeter, Devon. {Devon
Bridge Recards),

James Green—Engineer of Birmingham ilater Superintendent of Bridges in
Devonshire}l, was contracted by the Rt Hon T.ard Horingdon (later Earl of
Morley} in 1806, Lo eonstruct an embankment at Laira and 4o reclaim 175 acres
from the sea. Chelzon Bay became Chelson Meadow upon which James
Meadows Rendel later laid out Pivmouth Race Course. At the same time at
Charleton {near Kingshridge). Morley reclaimed a further 40 acres from the sea
but it is not knnwn for cevtain if James Green was contracted to eonstruct the
embuankment there also. (See also ‘Old Devon Bridges', C. Henderson MA
(Oxon} 1938 (p.29) ).

Saral Prideaux Fox—the compiler of the historical guide to Kingsbridge, was
the great grand daughter of William Cookworthy's hrother, Philip. She died in
1832 at the age of 72. Her brother George Fox provided the photographs illus-
trating her book.

{Incidentally—another Coockworthy, Dr Joseph Cockworthy—i792 to L&G9—
saved the life of James Meadows Rendel in 1825, when the latter feil tram the
scaffolding into the sea during supervision of construction of the Laira Bridge
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... Dr Conkwarthy, initially an objector to the erection of Laira Bridge. became
a life long friend of the Rendel family.)

10 Benjamin Wyantt, Kingsbridge and Neighbourftood, 1900 (p.32)
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JOHN WESTERN, OF EXETER AND SYDNEY, 1824-1893
W.(5 Western

The writer recrived a request from Anstralia, asking if John Western had been
related to his own family. The Deven Record Office had referred the request to him
since he had been engagred in writing the history of one branch of the Western
family. John Western proved not to be connected with bis own branch, but the story
revealed by this rescarch was so fascinating that the following biography resulted,

John Western, horn in Stepcote Hill, in the slums of Regency Ixeter. stepped into
recorded history as a juvenile delinquent 16 years old, when he appeared before the
Exeter Quarter Sessions of November 1840 ‘for felonicusly stealing eight books
value is 8d each the goods of William Spreat on 23rd November 1840 at St
Lawrences'. This shop was in the present High Street oppasite the entrance to
Bedford Street. For this he waxs senlenced to be ‘imprisoned and kept to hard labour
four calendar months fourteen days solitary two days at a time and twice severely
and privately whipped’. Today such s sentence seems vicious for a young first
offender, but in view of the times when the death penalty had only jusi been relaxed
but could still be exacted for over a hundred different erimes, perhaps he could have
suffered more. His family lived in the strect which had been the old medieval way
down oul of the city. His grandfather, born in Newton St Cyres, had moved into
Exeter about 1784 and .John's father, a labourer, had seven children, of whom John
was the third child. Yeung Jehn, who could neither read nor write, seems to have
been s product of that evercrowded, insanitary area of Exeter. Released from gaolin
March, his back having bavely recovered from the two whippings, he returned home
and wax seon caught up in his old anti-social hihits.

AL that titne, one of the places at which the society folk of Exeter gathered was
the layal Subiscription Rooms in Northernhay Street on the site now occupied by
Boots store. Three months after his release he was apprehended here and taken once
more into custody. On 5 July 1841 he appeared again before the Exeter Quarter
Sessions and was found guilty of ‘feloniously stealing a handkerchief value 1s 0d
and a snuff hox value 1s 0d the goods of Samuel Baker from his person on 12th June
1841 after a previous conviction for felony’. "This being his second conviction the
penalty was transportation for 7 years.

Reporting on these Quorter Sessions, the Eveter Flving Host prints three other
transportation sentences: one a man of 29 for stealing 5 yards of velveteen and also
a boy of 13 and one of 15 who belonged to a notorious gang of thieves. After their
trial at Exeter Castle these convicted persons were taken back to Exeter Gaol,
where leg irons were put on untii they could be taken to the hulks at Plymouth. The
railway to Plymouth had not been opened at this date and the prisoners were
transported by sea from ‘Lopsham. Life in the hulks was very raw in the cramped.
low-decked, rotting ships and to get out to do any form of daily work, even in irvns,
must have seemed a privilege.

John Western had a long wait. It was not until 24 April 1842 that the convict ship
Susan, 550 tons, loaded up at Plymouth with 299 convicts, and sailed direct to
Hobart in Van Diemen's Land. 1t made the passage in the remarkably fast time of
99 days aud life aboard was certainly more tolerable than in the hulks. Uhe ship had
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been specially constructed for conviet charters amd the captains of such ships were
paid ahout £20 per head fov every conviet delivered alive plus a bouus for ench one in
pood health and it for work, A naval officer was appointed to each ship to deal with
the convicts' health, discipline and conditions. On this trip only two of the convicts
died. The Susan anchored at Hobart on 24 July 1842 and John Weslern was
stationed at the prison camp at Bridgewater. On his record sheet he was described
as a plasterer's labourer, standing bft 3%in high, of fair complexion with braewn hair,
and grey eyes. His chin was broad and dimpled and Lthers were scars on his forehead
and over his left eye.

[uring his first five months at Bridgewater his conduct was good, but in January
1843 his behaviour was marked ‘tolerable’. He was in serious trouble with the prison
administration gnd on 13 January 1843 he was found guilty of ‘misconduct with 3
others in violently assaulting a prison afficer’. Far this he was sentenced to twelve
months hard labour in chains, and recommended ta be removed from the olhers to a
different station on the Tesman Peninsula. Here at [mpression Bay the work of the
convicts was imainly in tree clearance and road construction. The treatment in these
gangs contd be hrutal for often the overseer was # senior convict who delighted in
bratality, and if one fell foul of such a man, life could be very terrible. John had his
full taste of such a life. Five weeks after transfer he was ordered an extension of
three months hard labour for disobedience to orders. Twelve wecks later he was
given 26 lashes of the whip for having three files in his possession,

[ June 1844 he was released from the first stage of his probation and returned to
the prisoners’ barracks. where life was a liltle more civilised, but in December of
that year he was awarded ten days solitary confinement for gambling and neglect of
work. He was now approaching his 21st birthday and seemed La he settling down,
but in November 1845 he was found to have o pair of worsted stockings in his
possession. For this he suifered three months hard labour on read building,
Convicts were not allowed stockings, only canvas shoes. Many of them had Lo resort
to binding their feet with sirips of old clothing to give protection in winter.

In March 1846 John Western was released from service on the roads and was in-
dentured us a servant to 2 My J. Aldridge of Liverpool Street, Hobart. He earned o
good report and during the next twelve months worked for a number of Hobart
vilizens, each of whom gave him a good report,

His sentence was completed in June of 1847 and he was given a ticket-of-leave. To
return Lo England would have meant either paying for or working his passage, so he
chose ta take his chance in the new colony. The next five years of his life are some-
what, conjectural, but they were very fateful, for they set him on the path of literacy,
of wealth, and social acceptance, and finally of respect and even of family henour.
When he married in St David's, Hobuart in 1852 he could still not sign his name on
the marriage certificate, and described himself as & *dealer’. One of the ways in
which ticket-of-leave men earned their living was by buying houschold goods in
Hobart and peddling them to the isolated farms and homesteads. {t is possible that
John accumulated his first capital in this way.

During these years he met the person who was to affect his life most profoundly
and who, by her devetion, drive, and love, inspired him to become a literate, prosper-
ous and much-loved family man. Lucy Williamson was the daughter of & free settler.
The family was well set-up and comiortably off, an educated family from Kent. Her
grandfather had been Reclor of Westbere in Kent, and two of her uncles were Cam-

23



bridge graduates and ordained Anglican priests. Another uncle had obtained grants
of land in Van Dieman's Land and Lucy’s father had fellowed and sel up a
prospercus business in Tobart. She was an cutgeing and adventurous person. John
was tough, bold, handsome and determined. They met; they fell in love.

Lucy was only 12 at the time. Imagine the consternation and distress in this well-
off, educated family when she told them that she wanted to marry this illiterate ex-
convict. When their heads turned from her, imagine their alarm, their despondency
and fury when she told them that she must marry him for she was carrying his child.
The family forbade the marriage, and a little girl was born to Lucy Williamson on 1
BDecember 1850. She was given the name of Lucy Western. Fighteen months later,
when Lucy Willilamson was just iwenty-one years old, she was married to John
Western in St David's Hobart. None of her family signed the marriage certificate.
John and his bride faced the world without family blessing, with their little daughter
and few assets save their strong personalities and determination.

The discovery of gold on the mainland, in Victoria in 1852, caused a rush of men
from Van Dieman's Land and left the colony with a desperate shortage of labour,
Inflation set in and the colony was in financial trouble. One of the Williamson
brothers moved to the vicinity of Ballarat where fortune favoured him. About this
time the Westerns also moved to Vietoria and the family tradition has it that John
may have set up a store on the edge,of the goldfields supplying the mines with much
needed goods at appropriate prices. Many Auslralian businessmen founded their
fortunes in this way. The Westerns began to prosper and over the next few vears
John bought property in Sydney and Melbourne. In husiness he became very much
respected and was known as ‘Honest John'. His handshake over a business deal was
as good as a signature on a contract, Tradition relates that he was always smartly
dressed, wearing a gold watch and chain, and having an expensive diamond ring. He
learned to read and to write, though somewhat shakily, and collected a library which
he eventually bequeathed to his grandson. Lucy’'s love, determination and drive
must have played a great part in his establishment in Australian society.

As their estate prospered they moved, first to Melbourne and then to Sydney, by
which time he had becorve a wealthy merchant. Their daughter Lucy was married in
1871 at Maitland, near Sydney te John Tremaine. A son was born to them, who was
christened John Western Tremaine and the name of John Western has been
honoured in each generation of descent by one male offspring bearing his name.

John died in Sydney in 1893 at the age of 69. His will was farsighted enough to
provide for his grand-children throughout their lifetime. But more remarkable was
the thought he spared for his brothers left behind in Exeter forty-two years before.
In that will each brother was to be paid an allowance of eight shillings per week. ‘The
eldest brother, James, died in 1899, e was living at 23 Bartholomew Street, with a
younger hrother, Thomas, William, another young brother, had married and moved
away to Liverpool. [t was the grandchildren of ‘Fhomas whe provided the story of
how their grandmother, the wife of Thomas, spoke of money from Australia, which
had been the only means of providing shoes for Lhe children. Thomas lived in great
poverty and the letters acknowledging the receipt of the money say Lhat in his last
years he was ‘practically dead to the world, neither being able to see, understand, or
move'. The allowance 'was a godsend’. Thomas died in 1910. His grandchildren live
today close to Exeter and are once more in correspondence with their Australian
kinsfolk.
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The will finally became inactive in Australia in 1981 when the last of John
Wastern's estate was disposed of. John's widow Lucy, lived for another twelve years
after her hushand's death, dying in 1905. She wished to be buried alongside her
beloved John in the Gore Hill Cemetery, Sydney and this was arranged. In the
succeeding years the site was forgotten. But John Western's great-grand-daughter,
thrilled by his story, determined to find it. After many hours of searching she and
her brother stumbled upon the site of the twa burials, overgrown and neglected, in a
forgotien corner of the cemetery, 'They cleaned up and tended the graves and left
ene regd flower on each,

On John's gravestone the following is recorded

[n Loving Memory of
John Weslern
Died 5th Feb 1893
age 69 years
We cannot tell who next may fall
Beneath thy chastening rod.
One must. be first, but let us all
Prepare Lo meet our God.
Today his descendants and their relatives back in England, treasure the memaries
of this unusnal Exonian. A delinguent, born in the slums, imprisoned, whipped,
transported, working in the chain gangs. but with the love of a determined woman,
making of himself a worthy and respected citizen of Australia.
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PLYMOUTH WORKHOUSE IN THE CENSUS RETURNS OF
1861

W.N. Bryant

[nh uccordance with the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 the nation's Poor Law
adiministration was ceformed. In Plymouth an elected Board of Guardians came into
being in 1835, They deeided to build a new workhouse on old charity Lrust land at
Greenbank in 1849, There are no surviving official records of that workhouse in the
nineteenth century. Therefore, the detailed statements concerning Plyvmouth work-
house in the Census Returns for 1861 are of unique importance. [n this brief article,
[ shall examine these Returns in order Lo give some inttication of the sort of infor-
mation that can be gleaned from these decuments.®

The Plymouth workhouse entries in the 1861 Census oecupy nineteen pages. The
list of inmates begins with the names of 14 Officers and then lists, in alphabetical
order,” the 452 paupers.

The list of Officers and their functions is instructive because it reflects the day-to-
day work and organisalion of Lthe institution. The ‘Master’ of the workhouse was
John Truscott, aged 30 and born in Devonport. Mis wite, Louisa, aged 45 and also
born in Devonport, is described as ‘Matron’. The educalional needs of the large num-
ber of children in the workhouse were mel by two teachers. They were 52 year old
Henry Snowden, a widower, and 33 year old Helen Kelly: both were born in
Plymouth. The cocking was done by Willinm Stacey. o 46 vear old Covnishman. His
wife, Caroline, aged 50 from Dartmputh, was responsible for the worlthouse lnundry.
The 'Keeper of the Male Lunatics’ was Robert Lang. aged 5%, born in Dawlish, The
‘Keeper of the Female Lunatics” was Llizabeth Blight, 17 and unmarried. She was
horn in Totnes. These officials remind us that ot this timw the mentally deranged
were lumped in with the disabled and the chronicslly poor: ali, alike, were a charge
on the poor rates.

Four of the remaining five officers were all Plvmouth-born. They were: the store
keeper, Willilam Trevaillar, 34, and unmarried; the fireman, Thomas IHoroe, a
widower aged 48 a harber, John Wills, 45, and unmarried. and a gate-porter,
William Poole, aged 58, and unmanrried. The workhouse also employed a nurse: 53
year old Sarah Dustin, a widow. Finally, there was a midwife: Sarah Dimford,
married, aged 38, and born in Staffordshire. Her presence wus necessary because
some of the wonmten who entered the workhouse wauld have bheen pregnant,

The 452 paupers in the workhouse in 1361 Census ineluded 128 children (aged 15
and under), which represents 28,314 of the tatal paupers. There were 136 adult
males, representing 30.08% of the total; and 188 adult females, representing 41.59%
of the total.

Anexamination of the age structure of the adull workhouse inmates yields the fol-
lowing figures:

Age Ronge Males Females

16-20 22 {= 16,174 55 (= 29.25%)
30-39 11 {= 8.08%) 22 (= 11.70%)
40-49 20 {= 14.70%) 22 1= 11.70%)
H-54 T8 (= 13.234%) 22 1= 11.70%)
6364 32 {= 23.53%} IV = 14.36%)
79 23 {= 16.071%) 314{= 16.48%)
K{-H5 B {= 5.88%) 9 1= 4.78%)
M98 2= 1.47% 0

Without further information it is impossible Lo explain why aver 29% of the
female paupers were aged hetween 18 and 2%; but this high proportion is clearly very
interesting. I have examined the first 22 names on this list and there is a
monhotonous consistency shout the details: most were unmarried, most had been
servants, and most were born cither in Plymouth itself or elsewhere in Devon.
Twenty of the twenty-two were unmarried; three of the twenty-two had small
children with them, Two were married, but there i3 no sign of the husbands. The
youngest member of this group was |7 years old Esther Aaron (N

The 1361 Census returns list the inmates of the Plymouth workhouse in
alphabetical order. This greatly facilitates the historian’s task, It helps, for
example, ta establish at a glance which children have come inte the workhouse
without either parent. Willium, Emma and Catherine Gilchrist had neither parent
with them: nor had the three Hake children, nor the four Stewart children. The list
could be extended. There was alsa a fair sprinkling of unmarried mothers. Mary
Ireland, aged 34, was unmarried with three children. Her occupation had been sugar
hoiler. There were several unmarried ex-serviants with children: eg Eliza Wellington,
aged 17, unmarried, and with a four month old daughter, Bessy. The workhouse also
contained some widows with children: one interesting point [ noted here was that of
Tour examples (Alice Gill, Mary Gray, Jane Manning and Eliza Seage) none had been
born in either Plymouth or any other part, of Devon. Three were born in Kent, Wales
and Wells respectively; the fourth girl did net know her place of birth. Since most of
these female paupers had been servants, seamstresses and dressmakers it is
interesting to note that Mary Brown, aged 42, was a former schooltencher.

Amongst the male inmates there are some who are listed as paturalised British
subjects: eg Conrade (7}, Adame (7}, a widower of 50. He was born in Germany and
had been a labourer. So, too, had many of the other male inmates: ‘labourer’ is the
commonest entry in Lhe ‘Occupalion’ column. Other listed oceupations included:
seaman, groom, gardener, tailor, blacksmith, mason, shipwright, bookbinder.
ropemaker, railway labourer, butcher, printer-compositor, wool-comber. sugar
boiler, wvelvet weaver, paper maker, musician, shoe-maker, french-polisher,
scavenger, anchor-smith, whitesmith, tanner, stableman. [ counted half-a-dozen ex-
railway workers. It is possible that these men had been too seriously injured to find
further employment. Poverty was scometimes the resull of physical disability.
Amongst the male inmates there were a Chelsea Pensioner and ex-farm labourer,
William Easlonr, aged 70, and a Greenwich Pensioner and ex-seaman, John
Matthews, also aged 70. The two oldest paupers in the workhouse were both men in
their nineties. They were: John Collins, aged 90, widower, formevly agricultural
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labourer, born in Totnes; and Owen Willlams, aged 92, widower, formerly seaman,
born in Anglesea.

I have not systematically examined the place of birtk entries in this list, but my
impression is that the overwhelming majority of these workhouse paupers were
born in Plymouth, other parts of Devon, and Cornwall. Interesting exceptions were
the German already noted; Esther Aunron [?), born in Poland, and a uaturalised
British subject; John Baker, aged 5 and George Baker, aged 9, who were barn in
Australia (neither parent was with these two boysl and William Berkley, marrind
{but nol accompanied by his wife) who was 64 end born in the Wesl Tndies. Other
inmates hailed from Norway, France, the Cape of Good Hope, and America.

Notes

1 C Gill, Plymouth: A New History, 1603 (o the Present Duy {1979) pp.150/155.

2 'FThe reference for the 1861 Census Enumerators’ Retuwrn for Plymouth in 1861
is: RG9/1438.

3 Ixcept for the 3 people at the very end of the list. Presumably they had entered
the Workhouse very recently; maybe on the actual day in which the census was
taken.
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STRANDING OF ‘WHALES' AT SEATON
C.A. Ralegh Radford

An entry in Lhe Register of Walter de Stapledon, Bishop of Exeter 1307-28,
{Stapledon, 367" illustrates one of the more unusunal dulies of a medieval vicar. [4
may be translated: ‘Note that on 24 October 1309 at Newenham—Newenham
Abbey, near Axminster—the Bishop obtained L5 picces of graspesius in settlement
of tithe from William (Gladwyune), Vicar of Seaton. which the said William had
received from his parishoners, as a rendler of this kind of tithe. Also, on 25 October,
at Little Windsor, he receivad Lthrough the same William, Viear of Seaton, 12 pieces
of graspesins in settlement of the afuresaid tithe from William de Gravestone and
John Craf, parishoners of the said church of Seaton'. The Latin word graspesius,
betler craspesius®, —literally fat fish (piscis crassus) —has the specialised meaning of
grampus, but in the Middie Ages, it is often used as a generic term for cetacea. The
ameount, representing » total of al least 270 pieces, is large and suggests that whales
were involved and thut there was more than one carease, perhaps a school of whales,
stranded on the beach al Seatou.

Whales and porpoises were among the roval fish and the Bishop's right Lo tithe
rested on a charter of Henry 11 to Bishop Hoboert (115560} which states that the
tithe had been paid to earlier bishops of Excter in the time of Henry [ (1100-35), The
charter was confirmed in 1314-5. This confirmation ix entered in the Register of
Bishop John de Grandissen, without note or comment, immediately after an entry
ated 23 March 1336 {Grandisson, K39).

Stranding rather than an organisced hunt, like those which eceurred in Orkney
until recent times and still ovvur in the Paroe Islands, is suggested, as a parailel
charter of Henry 1 to St Stephen of Chen (1189) makes the grant in respect of
eraspesius and every kind of fish that may come aceidentally on to their English
lands.

How often such strandings took place in the Middie Ages cannot be estimated,
but an entry in a later Hegister ingdicates thal the tithe was of some value to the
bishops. On 20 February 1378, Bishop Thomas de Brantyngham wrote to the
Viears of St Gluvias and of Fowey, authorising them to collect this tithe throughout
Cornwall and to use ceclesiastical censure against defaulters {Brantyngham, 153),

Notes

1 Episcopal Registers. Diocese of Fxeter. Bdited by F.C. Hingeston-Randolph.
Citact by name of Bishop and page.

2 Dictionary of Medieval Latin from British Sources (British Academy), s.v.
cragpesius. The operative clauses of the Lwo charters quoted are printed.
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PLYMOUTH CITY MUSEUMS & ART GALLERY

Cynthia Gaskell Brown
(Keeper of Archaeology and Local History)

[n common with mast museums set up in late Victovian times Plymouth City
Muscum acquired collections that were intended to provide a wide education in the
natural sciences and the arts,

These collections include Bgyptian antiguities, pottery and glass from ancient
(reces and Rome, and some 3,000 artefacts from 'prinitive’ and exntic cultures as
far apart ss New Guinca and India, Barbados and Japan. These ethnographic
collections have fallen out of fashion and most principal museums during the last
twenty vears, have moved towards vollecting and displaying loval history and
archaeclogy. Plymouth has been nu exception and amongsi its resources of
archavological material the finds from Hronze Age sites on west Dartmoor and from
the lron Age trading port of Mount Batten are the most important. Medieval and
later archaeological material from Plymouth urban sites, from Plymouth Priery,
Okehampton Castle, Meidon reservoir, the Catfewater Wrack, ¢f ¢f, together with
their excavation archives is also deposited in the museum. Local and mocial history
collections (some 4,000 items) range from Ilevon tokens, Plvinouth police
truncheons, hone ship models made by French prisoners of war in Napaleonic times
through to World War I gas masks. Much of this is on show in the Merchants’
House Museum where the old rhyme Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Sailor, Rich Man. Poor
man, Apothecary, Thief" is illustrated by Plymouth’s history.

Two Tuder half-timbered houses in Plymouth (The Merchant's House, St
Andrew's Street and the Elizabethan House, New Street) and a Cistercian Ahbey
converted to a gentleman's residence (Buckland Abbey) are part of the museum
service and offer architectural resources in themselves.

Alarge collection of photogruphs fat least 15,0000 mostly of Plymouth streets and
huildings is constantly growing as the Museum plays an active role in the recording
of huildings under threat. Many of these photographs have been published but offer
a econtinuing source of information.

Other topographical resources are provided by a fine collection of paintings and
prints showing many aspects of Plymouth. in the care of the Art departments,
which also have a fine collection of Covkworthy porcelain—England’s first true
porcelain developed in Plymouth by the chemist William Cookworthy in the 1780,

An identification and enquiry service is available but as our staff is small it helps
tls if enquiries can be specific and in writing.

Plymouth City Museum, Drake Circus

Main collections of archaeolegy. natural history =nd fine and decorative arts.
Reserve collections including photographs. Admission free. Monday-Saturday
Ham-bpm.

The Merchants' House Museum, St Andrew’s Streel, Plymauth
16th Century house displaying aspects of Plymouth’s history. Small admisson
charge. Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm.
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The Elizabelhan House, New Street, Plymouth
A 16U Century house with period furniture. Small admission charge. Monday-
Saturday [am-5pm.

Buckland Abbey, Yelverton

A 13th Century Cistercian Abbey, laler the home of Sir Franeis Drake. Drake relics,
rural life displays, carts and carriages. Admission eharge (National Trust). Winter
opening vestricted - Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday. Opening times and charges
may vary slightly.

Plymouth Museum curatovial staff- Curator Wy T, Besterman: Senior Keeper M e f,
Barber: Keeper of Archacology and Local Histary Mrs C. Gaskell Brown; Assistant
Keeper ¥r W, Scutt; Keeper of Art Miss M. Actrill; Assistunt Keeper Miss C.
Hampshire: Keeper of Natiwral Tlistory My D. Curry.

THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY
Minutes of the 15th Annual General Meeting held at Exeter
on Saturday 12 October 1985

Apologies were received from Messrs Bosanks, Hullund, Madge, Paley, Havill,
Stanes, Major Anderson, Mrs J. Slocombe, Mrs 8. Stirling,

I The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting (printed in October 1984
Devon Historiau) were read and approved.
2 Ariging therefrom;
{a) Devon Historic Buildings Trust The Chairman repocted that 18 & 19
Market Street, Tavistock were due for completion next month and that
offers for their purchase were being sought. Nos 19 & 20 were due Lo be
renovated shortly. Some acguistions have been made at the Plains, Totnes
and eslimates were heing sought for the first stage of the project. Mr
Bedward ashed if there was any action contemplated for the Maltings, The
Chairman undertook to raise the matter at the next meeting of the Totnes
Trust.
{b) One-day conferences The Chuirman commented briefly on the success of
these held at Axminster and Braunton and reported that tentative
arrangements had heen made for the next two to be held at Chagford on 15
March 1988 and at Winkleigh on 31 May 1986,
3 The Hon Secretary presented his last report. He said that there had been an
excellent response to the Hon Publicity Officer’s leaflet ““An invitaton to join . .
. with the resuit that nearly one hundred new members had been registered,
Further work on the members’ list and computer-record had also been com-
pleted. The meeting recorded its thanks to the Hon Secretary for his work over
the past years.
4 The Hon Treasurer submitted his income & expenditure accounts for 1884-85. It
showed that at present the expenses of the Society were being met by
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subscription income, so that he was not proposing any increase in the current
rates for 1985-86. e also explained that there were problems with printing 101
31 and the new Index which had not yet been resolved. The thanks of the
meeting were recorded to the Hon Treasurer who explained that he was only
continuing in office until the end of the financial year or earlier if a successor is
appointed.

The Hon Editor submitted her report. She reperted that there had been
difficulties with the printer over the typesetting of the current issue; however it
was finally distributed on time. She paid a special tribute to the former Editor,
Mrs Sheila Stirling, who was continuing to receive and send out copies of Devon
books for review. She further indicated that she would like to introduce a new
feature using shorl extracts from old newspapers possibly on a specific theme.
This might also include anniversaries of places and people. It was resolved that
the Editorial Committee be revived consisting of the Hon Editor, immediate-
past Hon PFditor, Chairman and Treasurer. A vote of thanks was recorded to
Mrs Harris for her work on D3I, the first under her editorship.

B 1t was unanimously resolved that Lhe next President be Mr Crispin Gill for the

period 1986-82,

7 Council, 1985-86

The Hon Secretary reported thewesignations of the Vice-Chairman, Mr Robin
Stanes, Mr C, Hulland and Dvr R. Taverner. The Hon Treasurer, Mr David
Bdmund also indicated that he would be continuing only to the end of April 1986
at the lalest. The Chairman reported that Mr George Tatham and Mrs Freda
Wilkinson had been nominated to fill the two vacancies. They were declared
elected. Mr John Pike was appointed to fill the office of Vice-Chairman. Mr
Owen Baker, Miss Joy Beer and Mr John Bosanko, who vetired under the
constitution of the Society, were declared re-elected.

At this stage Dr Grant raised various matters concerning the Council and the
manner in which it operated. The President proposed tseconded by Mrs
Edmund) that the Council should meet three times a year. After discussion this
way approved with only two dissenting votes. {It was later agreed that the
Council should next meet on Salurday 30 Novermber 1986 at 10.30am in Exeter).

"The following were nominated by the meeling to bring the Council up to the
numbers permitted in the constitution: Messrs R. Bedward, A. Reed, M.
Stoneman and . Yates. All were declared elected.

Professor W.E. Minchinton was appointed Chairman of the Council for the
coming year.

B Noetice of Motion The Hon Secretary submitted the following which had been
approved at the last meeting of the Council:
“That the Chairman, like the other officers, should be appeinted by the
Annual General Meeting.”
"This was declared carried.
9 Other Matters
{a) Oral history It was agreed that this be discussed by the Council at their
next meeting.
(b} Annual General Meeting It was agreed that the choice of the Seminar
Room at the University Library had been a good one and that the Libravian
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be thanked for making it available. It was further agreed that the meeting
next year {on 11 October 1986) be held there also if this can be arranged,
f¢) Deven Union List, Part 2 The Chairman and Mr Maxted reported briefly
on the present position. Mr Maxted indicated that this is likely to be a
substantial publication with 4/5,000 titles and will therefore be a major
project for the future.
{d} Centre for South Western Historical Studies The Hon Seeretary reported
a one-day conference had been arranged for 16 November 1986. It was agreed
that Mr Maxted should represent the Society there.
{e) Braunton Great Fiekl It was reported that following the recent sale it was
for the present in a ‘holding situation’ but the matter must continue to be
watched.
(f} Devon Great Consocls Mire The Chairman reported that the ersenic flues
had been reprieved for the time being,
{£) Council for Christian Care—Graveyard Project The Hon Secretary
reported details he had received from the Co-ordinator. He had information
for any members interested.
10 Resignations of Messrs Hulland, Stanes and Taverner from Council
Following the resignations of the above the Society formally recorded their
thanks for their efforts over Lhe past years.

REVIEWS

Recovery and Restoration in an English County—Devon Local Administration,
1646-1670 by Stephen K. Roberts, University of Exeter, 1985 xxiv + 262pp £9.95

Since AH.A. Hamilton's pioneer woerk of 1878, the wealth of Devon Quarter
Sessions records for the seventeenth century has remained almost unexplored. We
now have a most thorough and scholarly examination not only of these records, but
of a quite astonishing range of relaied records, both national and local. This book is
an outstanding contribution both to the history of Devon and to seventeenth
century studies geherally.

Descriptive accounts of the work of the justices exist for other counties, sa Dr
Roberts has preferred to concentrate on an analysis of changes in the structure of
county government after the Civil War, continuing the investigation into the period
of the Restoration. He deals in turn with the influence of national events on Devon
affairs, the nature and work of jurors and county officials and the impact of the
Restoration, ending with a study of some special subjects such as petty sessions,
the poor and bastardy. Throughout, he is concerned especially with the interaction
of those participating in local affairs; he investigates the social hierarchy from
justices to peity jurors and hundred constables and considers the element of
continuity in a period of change, especially in the substructure of government.

Dr Roberts approaches his subject largely through a detailed examination of the
politics and background of those participaling in government, at all levels, and his
success in tracking down men, often of the utmost obscurity, is a model of patient
research. He analyses their changing relationships and their response to local and
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national tensions, often using statistical methods, and the footnotes alone are a
mine of information on the period. He has written a most detailed and iluminating
study of what happened to county government at a most troubled time.

The book has been well praduced and there are some helpful maps and charts,
though a few misprints remain.

Readers should perhaps be aware that this study is expressly intended as a
contribution to the ever-extending academic debate that began with the
controversy over the gentry, Perhaps inevitably, tetms of art abound and much of it
1 written in o kind of historians' sherthand that places it towards the hernctic end
of the market—required reading for researchers but near inaccessible to the layman.
It should be added. however, that Dr Roberts is generous with explanation when
dealing with purely county affairs. This boek must long remain the authority for its
subjeet, and since historical perceptions are in constant flux, it is perhaps
regrettable that when revising his thesis for more general publication he did not feel
freer to bypass some current controversies. As it s, the search for
historicosociclogical significance can sometimes seem relentless, even faintly
absurd. When examining why certain parishes sent more jurors to sessions than
others, he considers magisterinl domination, the field/forest or pasture antithesis
and the incidence of Puritanism, only to conclude that historians have neglecled 'the
secular pattern of participation’, that is. that most jurors came from the nearest
parishes. The jury chapter has been admirably vevised for a recent article in the
Bulletin of the Institute for Historical Research: this concludes thut most jucors
depended ultimately on “semi-literate bailiffs, trudging through the rain-washed
Devon landscape to knock on the doors of yeomen.’

Unsupporter by statistics of literacy, rainfall or modes of transport, thisis terely
atmospheric writing, which this reviewer found most refreshing.

L. Taverer

Take Care of Your Fire and Candle by F.D. Gentrey. Devon Books: Exeter, 1985.
£6.95

The South West was notorious for its continued town fires in the 19th century when
numbers had diminished in the rest of the country, and F.1). Gentry provides an
account of disastrous fires in 11 small towns and villages in Devon. Ilis principal
source is newspaper reports, chiefly from the Exeter Fiying Poxt. As Iive after tive is
described, the tale becomes depressingly familiar; poor housing stock—usually eob
and especially thatch- fed the wind-fanned flames which spread from house to
house and across streets. Inhabitants were ill prepared and almost helpless ance &
fire caught hold, and frequently the major part of a town ar village was destroyed
before the [lames could be extinguished by o combination of demolition tu create fire
hreaks and water from all toe often inadeguate fire eagines. Lacal colour is provided
tiv the reluctance of one neighbouring town to supply assistance when requested
and hy the North Tawton sufferers who sought redress by a charge of arson after
their fire. A combination of eyewitness reports, a fertile imagination, and well-
written prose, has produced some vivid deseriptions. It is almost possible to believe
that we really are in Chudleigh after its 1807 fire where ‘Quantities of the old,
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rotting thatch still blocked the thoroughfares, hot and smoking and giving off a
stench like some fetid cesspit in the heat of high summer' (page 16). ’

A strength of this book lies in its use of newspapers to study social history, but
this emphasis on published reports is also iLs principal weakness. Newspapers are
not always the most reliable of witnesses as comparison of differing reports on a
Bradninch fire of 1832 demonstrates (pages 28-29). Furthermore, although a number
of newspapers record the opening of subscriptions and the quantity of insured
properties, there ix little information on the mechanics of rebuilding, for the event is
less newsworthy once the embers have died down. Research is necessary elsewhere
to discover how these towns and villages were rebnilt, as a study of the ensuing
constraints can help to put these fires in their eeonomic and social conlexts.
Reconstruction using brick and slate occeurred in some places, such as Stoke Canon,
and there materials helped to contain subsequent fires in neighhouring streets. But
what was happening in South Molton or in Cullomptonr which had fires almost every
decade for much of the period? Nor is rebuilding simply a ¢ase of bricks and mortar.
Gentry has described the rebuilding of Chudleigh in 2 little more detail (for which he
relies chiefly on both editions of Mary Joney’ History). Here, local gentry had the
foresight to oblain a rebuilding act--partly to settle post-fire building disputes,
Mare importantly, the fire was a stimulus to improve the small market town by
widening and straightening the principal streets. The flames had already achieved
Fhe necessary demolition and, consequently, the legislation doubled as a local
improvement act. A suhsequent hausing increase in early 19th-century Chudleigh
led Gentry to conclude “The Act's main purpose seems to have been to give
compulsory purchase powers and to enable redevelopment of the town by the
principal landlardy’ {page 21). He implies that tenants lost their rear orchard plots
for redevelopment, although careful study of the act's clauses indicates that the
powers conferred an the rebuilding commissioners were no greater than those given
to contemperary improvement commissioners throughaut the country. In fact, the
Chudleigh commissioners only had jurisdiction pver property affected by the fire,
and they were required to ensure that adequate compensation was paid to those who
lost land through improvements.

‘This study also suffers from inadeguate analysis. Each town or village is treated
in a self-contained chapter. and a more thorough introduction and an attempt to
identify unifying themes would have been worthwhile. A map of Devon to locate
each town would have heen useful to non-Devon readers; it would alse have slown
that all the major fires were clustered in North-East Devon arpund Exetor. This
geographical distribution is worthy of further study for it is not just a reflection of
the area covered by the Fiving Post’s roving reporter, Readers whose imagination
has been fired by this book will find a useful starting point for further work in
Gentry's appendices which list almost 200 Flving Post reparts of fives. These
newspapers are acknowledged as being in the West Country Studies Library,
tixeter, where Gentry's researchers must surely have made extensive use of the
Library's comprehensive and invaluable subject index to the fiving Post. Armed
with this information, the Devon Record (ffice iy only across the corridor . . .

Michael Turner



Totnes in the English Civil War, ¢1625-1646, by Deborah Goodwin. 1985. Totnes and
Bridgetown Races, by Urban Farle. 1985. £1.25 each. (Both available from the
Totnes Communily Archive, The Mansion, Fore Street, Totnes, TQ9 5RP}

These are the first two titles in a series of booklets an the hislory of the ancient town
of Totnes: the former is written by a graduate of Exeter University; the other by a
member with a special research interest in the subject. Mrs Goodwin consulted an
impressive list of sources including contemporary material (accounts, letters, eto) in
Devon Record Office. The book's appeal lies in the justifiable ‘name-dropping’ of
prominent Totnes inhabitants of the day —names such as Goodridge, Kelland and
Seymour, well-known families in South Deven over a very long period of its history.
Urban Earle's little book is quite different; original research written up by an
enthusiast it indicates a knowledge of the racing-game as well as of local history.
The Archive is a Manpower Services Agency-funded project and in the research
stage at the present time are the forthcoming titles: the Totres Volunteor
Movement; Poor Latwe & the Warkhouse in Totnes and the Totnes Cider Industry,
There is one criticism of the two books reviewed; the print quality is not good
enough for the effort put into them or for the contribution they make to the history
of the town. This is being rectified in future publications.

There is another interesting project nearing completion—a series of four-page
‘newspapers’ for children called Chahiging Fimes. Using the examples of the popular
dailies Medieval Totnes is a normal tabloid; The Normuan Invasion Issue is however
a special edition and has a front page portrait of the winner, William 1. The
publishing programme is only part of the Archive’s work. If similar organisations
could be set up throughout the County, the long-term henefit to local history would
be inestimable.

Jodhn B Plhe

A History of Ilfeacombe by Lois Lamplugh. Chichester, Phillimore, 1984, 145pp.
£8.95. ISBN 0 85033 525 6.

As one would anticipate from this publisher and the author of Burnstaple: Town on
the Tawe, this volume offers a fund of detailed infermation for the local historian and
much pleasure to the many with affectionate memories of this resort. With chapter
headings which reflect the change of emphasis from a major medieval port of
embarkation for Ireland to a proposed—but, thankfully net fully
realised—'Brighton of Narth Devon'. Lois Lamplugh highlights the changing
fortunes of this town, so largely governed by its Channel links and but tenuous
access by road and rail. Not, it seems, that all who arrived by sea were totally
welcome: following the Sunday Closing Act of 1881, sieamers from Wales were
‘nothing but floating beer shops'. or so the House of Commons were told.
Nevertheless when, as on the 1905 August Bank Holiday Monday, the excursion
steamers Normandy., Brighton, Bovenswood, Gualia, Albion, Westward Ho!l and
Britania, each with up to 800 passengers visited the harbour {in 2 year which saw
approzching 150,000 passengers landing at the Promenade Pier}), it needs little
imagination to sense Hfracombe's dependence on tourism. Included among these
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visitors—though doublless in a more genteel stylo—were some who recorded their
times for later readers: Charles Kingsley, Mary Ann Evans alias George Eliot and
Beatrix Potter who incorporated facets of the neighbourhood in her Tale of Little
Pig Robinson. We vead, too, of “a not remarkably tall, rather delicately made, and of
prepossessing appearance’ fifteen year old future Edward VIls visit in 1858,
enjoying apple tart and Devonshire cream and riding & pony {whose death some
thirty years later ‘deprived Ilfracombe of an attraction to its visitors and a large
income to its owner’)

This reviewer’'s one regret is that these Phillimore publications still do not
integrate photographs and text but leave them to be 'found between pages x and y°
in manuer reminiscent of @ pre-war geography textbook. An inslance which mars
the over-all satisfaction of this kind of book ocetirs on page 100, where an account of
concerts given by the Season Band in the Pavilion and the inclusion of songs such s
Dear Old [lfracombe’ fails to draw attention to a fine illustration, plale 16 {(several
pages distant) of one such ‘Season Band', or indeed to the later reproduction of the
cover and first page of the song itself. But these are minor objections, the important
thing is that such items have been included in a highly recommended further volume
towards our hetter knowledge of this county.

Davidd Edmund

Passengor Steamers of the River Tamar by Alan Kittridge. Truro, Twelveheads
Press, 1984, 98pp. Paperback. £3.75 [SBN 0 806294 10X.

On a casual glance this may appear to be yet another example of the currently
popular ‘annotated postcard’ type of publication. Which is not to dismiss totally
such items as of mere nostalgia, but their very nature all too often results in a
disjointed, scraphook approach. However, it very soon becomes evident that this is
not so with Alan Kittridge's information-packed chronicle of the 160 years of
passenger steamer services which followed the aptly named Sir Francis Drobe's
trail-blazing Tamar cruise in 1825,

The hock is divided inte four chronological chapters, each with a well researched
and hueid introduction fellowed by a total of 98 illustrations accompanied by
particularly informutive captions—frequently including fascinating asides on the
social aspects of life on the river and the rivalry between companies . . .

The favourite tactic of Ledy Fruestine’s crew was to move in very close to a
slower Millbrook steamer, dragging it along in the suction created by their
combined wake, at the same time edging the unfortunate victim into the shallows.
By suddenly altering course back into the deep channel, Laddy Eruestine loft the
Millbrook steamner racing helplessly towards the mud where the passengers would
be left stranded until either they could cross the mud to the shore, or the tide
refloated them. These and other incidents earned Lady Frnestine the nickname
‘Bumper'. Some lady!

The author credits the late Frank Booker as his main inspiration for writing this
book but there is no doubting the contagious enthusiasm and regard Alan Kittridge
has for all who worked or enjoyed these journeys. For the more technically minded,
three appendices offer fleet lveries, fleet lists and a 1923 Cremyll ferryboat
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specification, Apart from a minor persenal dislike of funercal odging to
photographs, the illustrations are well chosen and weil reproduced, with a selection
from the camora of Fredvick Paul portraving the construction of the graceful
Calstock railway viaduct adding yet another interest to this most enjoyable and
modestly priced book,

David Edmnd

Boundary markers on and around Dartmeor by D Brewer. £1.25. (post free) from
the author at 95 Barton Hill Road, Torquay TQ2 8GF.

A wide variety of boundary marks on natural rocks, cut stones and granite crosses
are noted and interestingly deseribed in this booklet, in many cases Mlosteated by
drawings and, for Widecombe and Pew Tor sitings, by maps. A fair amount of detail
is given, gathered from the suthor’s extensive mivor-walking and {rom his listed
reading. Somewhat detracting, however, is thr rather poor quality of production
that perhaps unfairly conveys an unfortunate ‘homespun’ effect. This is seen in the
confusing and evidently unintended positioning of page t of the text before the
author's notes, by occasional errors of spelling and placing of inverted commas, and
by the use of script type. The latter, particularly since upper parts of many capital
letters fade away. makes for slow afdd unensy reading. Many readers with less acute
vision will however be grateful to My Brewer for recording and making available in
friendly style the jruits of his own undoubted sharp sight and observations.

Helen Harris

Dartmoor Magazine Quay Publications, P.O. Box 16, Brixham, Devon TQ5 8LW.
£1.25, IBSN (268 5027,

This is a new quarterly publication which, initially at least, gives generousty of its
space to historical aspects. {ncluded in issue No.1 {Winter 85 is an iltustrated
article on Prehistoric Dartmaoor by co-editor Elizabeth Stanbrook, and a centrefold
photograph showing old machinery at Haytor Quarry. The other editor is Laurie
Manton, and it is good to note Harry Starkey's nume amongst the contributors—his
well-packed ‘Moorland Views' column includes useful information on developments
concerning varvious archaeological and historical features. The magazine is
attractively produced, carrying numerous informative articles and very little
advertising. We wish it well.

Fefen Elarris

a8

Horsepower, Dartington Rural Archive. Spindlewood. 1985. 80pp. £3.95. [SBN
0 507349 21 8

This little book comprises a series of personal reminiscences from notable contri-
butors, mainly from the years 1900-1930, covering ways in which horses featured in
everyday rural life. Although local place names are mentioned throughout and a
map is given on the last page, the fact that south Deven is the area concerned is not
given at the outset. as one might expect. The early definitien would have been help-
ful to readers unfamiliar with this part of the country. The short sections,
generously illustrated with old photographs, are a delight ta peruse: informative for
younger readers, nostalgic for older ones. Often today it is hard to realise the extent
to which horses were relied upon in the past for work and transport. At the present
time, when in many directions consideration for animals is given greater
prominence, it is heart-rending to read of the great horses, fitted with peinted horse-
shoes to latch into hovizental ridges of the granite slipway, getting right dewn on
their haunches in their struggle to drag heavy loads up the sloge from the Dart-
mouth Lower Ferry. But there was kindness, too; we read of the young Anthony
Mildmay learning to drive a wagonette during the First World War, and making
family members alight and walk up all the hills on returning from picnies at
Mothecombe, *because he thought it was unkind to expect the horses to pul} us’, In
some ways horses were cleverer than motor cars—as when a rider, caught on
Dartmaor in foggy darkness or blinding snow could throw the reins over the horse,
sit tight and say “There you are old horse, Take me home.’ And it did. ‘A Day at the
Races' is the subject of one section, and it was pleasing for this reviewer to find her
great grandfather mentioned in the establishinent of Buckfastleigh Racesin 1884, A
criticism of the production is the way in which type is set with uselessly wide outer
margins and the pfint cloge to the pages' inner sides, almost in fact into the spine.
This makes for less than easy holding and reading of a booklet which is otherwise
attractive and pieasant to handle.

Helen Harrs
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