





EDITORIAL

Although it is not intended that an editorial shoutd lmcqmo a regrular feat_m'e of this
journal, | feel I cannot let this, the first issue for _w!nch | am responsible, enter
circulation without a werd of introduction. Sheila Stirling was mast generous in her
remarks about me in the April issue, ond also in her help during the changm)x:er,_and
I have very much appreciated kind messages received from Tnmnbs‘:rs of the Society.
from both near and distant parts of the country. I would like to thank them all.

Succeeding the Lwo previous editors, whe have 50 succesafful_ly l:r{_)ughl. the t')i‘!lu‘u
Ilistorian through the first fifteen years of its existellc?---—fnh?lla hl‘tlrlmg and _befme‘
her Robin Stanes—is a somewhat daunting undertaking. There is tbe anxiely of
seeking Lo maintain the high standard so far m:hiev.ed. an{? the ot':cas‘mnai punic of
wondering what one will do if not enough prospective articles of suitable content
drap through the letterbox. . . ik

Obviously it is upon the contributors that the a;_)peal or 0Ll}erw1se pf a journa | e
this depends. Qur membership of people who are mteres_ted in the l}lstory'of Theven
embraces a hroad range of scholarship, from those of high academic _attammem. Lo
others with specialised local interests and knowledge. One of the pleasing fezlttur'esl of
the Devon Historian, | have always felt over the years, has llegll the way in wh:gll
Lhis variation has generally been represented in the mix of article content. Certain
editions inevitubly reflect the diversity more than nthersr. _ o

1 hope, therefore, that there will e no shortage of contnbuuons{ coming in for con-
gidernlion, and the better the spread in relation to all parts of this large county the
better. Mostly we look for original work, whethor as a r{esul!; of rese.ar(:h f_rom
documentary sources, or by way of local investig_ati(ms w!th mfot:nmtmn_gameg
possibly through site observations or verbal interviews. A‘rtwies on interesting an
stimulating subjects that are presented clearly and cnm:lsoly na‘turally stand the
best chanee of acceptance, and relevant black and \fhite illustrations are wc?cnma
So. please, let the written offerings continue to flow in, and thus help to ensure that
the {Jevon Mistorien is both enjoyable and informative on as wide a coverage of
historical interesis as possible.

Helen Harris

DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

The following numbers of The Devon Historiun can belobtairfe‘:d f01r 551.0? {plut?
postage) from Mrs S. Stirling, Devan & Exeter Institution, 7 The Close, h[;xeter.
Nos. 1-8, 8-10, 12-14, 17-21. 24-26. Alse available {all prices plus ’po‘stagel. Devon
Newspupers, £1.00, Incdex to Devon Historian 1(;(1}5, 20p; Devon Bibliography 1880
= .29y, 50p: Devun Bibiiography 1981, 60p. . N

| ﬁ:{ }ngn.zzslie:r)rﬂary, Mr John Pike, 82 Hawkins Avenue, Chelston, i‘(quu%l?r_
would be glad to acquire capies of The Devon Historian Nos. 7, 11, 15, 16, 23, which

are now pub af stock.

THE HONITON ELECTIONS OF 1806 AND THE GENESIS OF
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM

John Sugden

The Honiton elections of June and October 1806 have been regarded as significant
wilestongs in the movement for parliamentary reform in the ecarly nineteenth
century. [L has been alleged that they played an important roie in the radicalisation
af two of the most prominent participants in the agitation which followed the
Napoleonic wars: William Cobbett, the radical journalist whose Political Register
became the mouthpiece of reform in 1816; and Thomas, Lord Cochrane, the naval
commander who subsequently held a seat as Radical Member of Parlinment for
Westiminster and later still acted a key part in the liberation of the Sputh American
states. The many biographers of both men have stressed the formative nature of
their subjects” experiences ut Honiton. “Ihe Honiton election’, wrote a recent
commentator, ‘coming on top of Cobbett’s ather experiences, proved a turning
point, possibly the most important turming point in his career.”! More huoportant,
the Honiton elections of 1806 mark the revival of the campaign for economical and
parliamentary reform afler one of its periodic tulls.

The authreak of Lhe French Revolution had stimulated reformers al home, and
Tom Paine's Rigles of Man (1792 placed the British movement upon an extreme
fouting by its attack upon the monarchy and the aristocracy and its advocacy of the
sovereignty of the people and a redistribution of wealth, Radicalism spread to the
artisan classes. The membership of the Londan Carresponding Society, which
demanded universal manhood suffrage and annual parliaments, was open to any
who puid a penny a week. Fut the excesses of Lhe French revolutionaries, the
loyalism which swept Britain after the outhreak of wur with France in 1793, and the
fears of the propertied classes soou stimulated reaction, and by 1800 the agitation
had considerably abuated, tempered by gavernment repression.?

The movement flickered for a few years, but 1806 brought clear signs of revival. A
minister, Lord Melviile. was impeached for speculation in 1806 and broadcast the
abuse of public monev. while the enduring war and high taxes, and the apparent
inability of the Foxite Whigs to reform government when they took office in 1806,
conlributed Lowsrds awakening frelings that o new initiative would be necessary if
politics were to be purified. Simultaneously, the eancellation of Nupoleon's plans to
invade England and the batlle of Trafalgar in 1805 enhanced Britain's sense of
security and facilitated a more introspective mood. Sir Francis Burdett, a popular
champion of economical and modest parlinmentary reform, declured his
independence of both Whigs and Tories and stood for Middlesex in the general
election of Novemnber 1806. At the same time John Cartwright, a veteran reformer,
contested Boston, and the radical tailor, James Faull, tried to carry Westiminster:
but all three were presaged by Cobbett and Cochrane at the June by-election at
Honiton in Devonshire, perhaps the first election of the new ¢entury tu be foupht
upon clear-cut Radical principles.

It was from Cabbelt that Cochrane received his introduction to Radical thought.
Compared with Paine and his disciples, the pugnacious journalist was strongly
conscervative, harking to a mythical past where inferiors were bound to their betters
in an established social hierarchy whose keynole was paternalism. He was not
mterested in levelling, and upheld the monarchy and the supremacy of landed
society. The system of government, embracing a balance of power hetween Crown
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and people, was fundamentally good for Cobbntt, but it had fallen under the control
of a parliament of borough-mongers, in which those sufficiently w’}!althy to have
stood aparl from self-seeking had been sunplanted by wmen of nferior hirl_,h, Such
men were court sycophants, aspiring to wealth and power by uffi::c—hokimg,‘and
retaining it through the employment of placemen, ginecures, pensions and bribes,
Unchecked, they oppressed the people with heavy taxation, harsh game laws :mfi
infringements of pubtic liberty. ‘The national debt. Lo which their prufbgm:y Contri-
buted, was enhanced by the activities of fundholders and stock;ahbers_ whan
benefitted from the government loans required to finance the war and who agitated
to prolong internationszl conilict to their own wivantoge. The snlution, C()bbf’.tt
believed, lay in economical reform and a purification of elecloral procc(‘iure.s. The
application of principles of non-bribery at elections and t..iw nomination .of
independent candidates able to withstand the allurements of office would esta_hhsh
in the Commons a body of uncorrupted members who would contest the venality af
governmenls. This was Lthe policy which Look him to Honiton ? ’

Cochrane's interests were rather different. A distinguished post-captain, he was
strongly critical of the injustices of the system of promotion _i_n the Royal Nuv__v. and
since 1802 had been campaigning un behalf of deserving officers whose merits the
Admiralty uppeared to have overlooked. The conviction grew upon Cochrane t‘k'lat
the Admiralty were using naval commissions to buy political suppart and denying
advancement to able bug uninfluential officers. A seat in parliament seemed to be
one way in which a junior captain could find a forum for his views and St-l‘irngFllell his
hand against the Admiralty. The mnmediate obstacle to such an .'nnkzitmu, th_e
expense likely to accompany electioneering, was nvercome in 1805‘when Cochrane’s
cruises in command of the Pellas frigate netted him a fortune in prize money. A man
‘pretty well flushed with Spanish money’ would have lLittle difficulty in f.in(ling some
corrupt borough willing to send him to Westminster as it« representative,t .

The lace-making borough of Honitow was an ideal choive. It was a ‘potwalloper
borough with a franchise which embraced all the Lown's .fl.-w huncl‘reu h()llﬁ(.‘l‘}()ldei‘s‘
who possesseid the right to return two Members of I’arllament._ Far stme time the
borough’s choices had reflected the influence of the Yonge family, but in the early
nineteenth century Sir George Yonge's fortunes had diminished and the voers
turned to others who would reward their support more liberally. Both Cobbett and
Cachirane were impressed by Lhe metcenary motives of the electors. “You needl not,
ask me, my Lord, who 1 votes for,” one told Cochrane, 'T always vates for Mister
Mnost. Cobhett's description is more detailed:

Now, as to the state of Lthe borough, wha shall deseribe it? Who s;hn?l describe the
pulph wherein have been swallowed the fort‘mw,s of so many anc:e’n‘L aud ange
respectable fumilies? There is, the electors will tell you, no bribery. 'l hey take a
certain sum of money each according to their conseguence ., "hut this, say they,
‘romes in the shape of a reward after the election, and, theeefore the oati) may h_r.-
safely taken.” Considered us a question of worality, how contemptible this
subiterfuge is need hardly be naticed; but, to say the truth, they did not deceive
themselves, and [ must de then the justice to say, that they wers not very
unxious to deceive any body else. They tell you, flatly and plainly, thak the
money which they obtain for their votes, is absolulely necessary to enable them
to Hve; that, without it, they could not pay their rents; and that, from !tit!t!‘tl(m to
election, the poor men run up scores al the shops, and are Lrugeteci :y Ithf._'
shopkeepers, expressly upon the eredit of the proceeds of the ensuing eleclion;
and that, thus, the whole of the inhabitants of the horough . . . are bound
together in an indissoluble chain of venality ...
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lo quitting this scene, in looking hack from one of the many hills chat
surrounded the fertile and beautiful valley in which Uaniton les, with its houses
spreading down the side of an inferior eminence crowned by its ancient and
venerable chureh; in surveying the fields, the craps, the eattle, all the blessings

that nature condd bestow . 3t was impossible Lo divest myself of a feeling of
horror al reflecting upon the deeds which the Lhen rising sun was ubout to
witness ., 8

In (806 one of Honiten's members, Richard Bateman Raobson, who had heen
elected as recently as that April, carned somothing of a reputation attacking the
abise of public funds in the department for tailding barracks, and Cobbett had no
gquareel with hin” His venom was reserved tor the other member, Augustus
Cavendish Bradshuw, who in May had aceepted o rewirding government post as
Teller of the [rish lxchequer, an office which Cobbott, regarded as a worthless
sinecure. Bradshaw’s new position compelled him to serk resglection, and Cobbelt
vetermined to oppose him, issuing an address to Lhe elretors of Honiton on June L.
It reprobated the burdensome taxes which government grants, pensions and
sinecures such as that secured by Bradshaw inflicted upom the public, and pledged
the electorate that be himself would never accept a farthing from the Crown.
Members of Partiament financed by the govermmont wore inevita hly ity sevvants,
quite incupable of defending the Hberties of the prople against the naiural tyrannies
of governments. By remaining independent. Cobbett. declared that he cowld *wateh
over unct defend the propeety, the Hberties and the privileges of the people.’ Axs for
buving himself into Parliament, Cobbetl announced that he haet no intention of
paying for votes and perpelusting ‘this disgraceful, this unlawful, this profligate,
this tmpions practico . . .®

Cobbett left Loudon on Friday June 4, ironically accompanied by his friend,
Andrew Cochrane-fohnstone, Lord Cochrane’s unele, and reached Honiton the
following day. Cochrane-Johnstone intended diseussing some private business wiih
his nephew, whi bad recently put iuta Plymouth with the Pallas, but that Salurilay,
said Cobbett, -

Mr Johnstone veceived a letter from Lord Cochrane informing him that his

Lawdship could not leave Plvimouth just then. But on the Sunday. while we were

sl dinner, there came an express from Lord Cochrane, hearing a letter for me,

informing me, that his Lordship, having read my address to the people of

Homiton in the London newspapers, and ha ving perceived that | had resolved to

stand myself inevely because  could tind no other independent man Lo oppose Me

Bradshaw, he had determined o accept of my general invitation, and that he was

actually on his way {dating his letter from Bxetor) to put his purpose into

execution. In an hour afterward, having stopped at fixetor to provide lawvers,

&c. his Lordship artived.”

Cochrane cut a dramatic figure, areiving with several supporters in two post
chaises und four on the Sunday evening, and Cobbett deferred to 2 man whose soeial
stalus made him a more likely contestant, The press simply commented Lhat
Cobbetl declined to stand, “finding his influence oo weak,'10 Eventually there were
three candidates, Bradshaw, Cochrane, and one W. Courtenay, hut only Bradshaw
manuged o ‘canvas’ the borough to meet the inhahitants and receive promises of
suppert. The Rector even invited him to a dinner with some of the electors. Formal
pracedures commenced on the hot Monday of June 9, when the two principal
cottestants harangued the voters in an open meeting. Brardshaw alluded to the
important post which he had ucecpted aud assured the listeners that it would not
uffect his relationship to them, ‘t shall always support every measure that ¥ think
conducive Lo the good of my country,” he insisted, ‘and shail always oppase avery
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measure of 2 contrary description.” Cochrane, on his part, revealed how completely
he had aceepted Cobbett's principles:
(ientlemen, the very short time that I have had. has vompletely prevented m}e
from gratifying my wishes by a personal and r_t:spect.ful _ﬂpphcattor:”tio :am
individual elector; but, gentlemen, the very flattering reception {met wi f a }rrlly
entrance into your respectable borough, and the numerous instances ? pl‘l{) 1(;
spirit which 1 have since withessed in this favourite spot of the most fav our(:( t{:-
countries, encourage me to hope thut my cuuﬁai is _rtlot s0 very desperate us the
aman who has just spoken seems to tonsider it. o

ge(ritel]l:l:;xl]enmnl.lany Iilftl(-‘ m(I:]rit that I mpy have heen so for.tunate to acquire m.t.lnj
parformance of my public duty, I shall certainly not put (‘gmpctltu:n w1tt3 atn'}
merits, of any sort, of Mr Bradshaw. The greater part of my life has been Spmh HL\
the toils of the sea; buv. those tuils have become pleasures when 1 reﬂ‘ecge(l ttge
they might tend to the security and the honour of this happy land, an _toL e
preservation of those inestimable liberties, Lo exercisc th|3 most lmpnr‘tl‘lfl‘tieq
which, you, gentlemen, are this day assembled. ‘l'c preserve these liber s
unimpaired shall be the business and the pride of my life; and, gem]en.mn[, as :p
pledge that 1 will make thesc efforts purely for the gopd of my country. [ give
you my word of henour, that [ never will ueeept af any sinecure o‘r p(}l'l'SICI}l;'l.f()r :.my
'grant of the public money, and that 1 never will {L‘ik or receive any such for any
person whatever. that may be in any way dependent tpon me.

To emphasize the purity of his platform, Cochrane reiterated his pledge just
hefore the meeting closed: -

Gentlemen, 1 was brought here by no person; I was induerd Lo da myself th?
honour of presenting myself to you by the public addl_‘ess of Mr Cabbett, Whl({ht
read at Plymonth; and 1 have now only to add thal if you do me the h(rno;u 0
elect me, [ give you my word, that | never will {except in the way o Im}:
profession) receive a shilling of the public mouey, either fm" tyself or 'an_\-l:'mr
dependent upon me, My constant endeavour shall be to he ublefulk bo‘my Lotmeri)'
in genvral, and w this borough in particular: and { am, ?eszcles, extremely
anxious to be able to point out some enormeus abuses, which, from my own
ohservation, I know to exist. ‘ o
[t is not difficult to deduce why Cochrane accepted Cobbett's s:.lnplt: l'i'!dtCﬁ.hSl’l‘L

e intended to attack the sdministration over naval abusear. and Cobbhett furms’hed
hitn with an explanation of the inigquities of the prometion system al sea, lI'h.i'
government failed to reward talent adequately hccause? naval commissions, no less
than pensions and sinecures, were the plums h_v. whu:_l:. corrupt miml_m_stratlm??
purchased the support to sustain themselves. When (Jot_‘.hra_ne had flmshed }ll.‘-:
initial speech, Cobbett rose upon his hehall, am% lnunched into an .mtern}pm;at}
attack upon Bradshaw, denouncing him as a cynical, p}nce-&?‘eek_mg i}ar. Fhe u&-'t
time Bradshaw had been veturned for the borough he had paidl six guineas a vote,
but he had said that upon the present oceasion he would offer no more tt}an t‘wo
gutneas to the ‘corrupt rascals’ he expected to elect hin. Bz'zldsh_aw.) su%(l Cnhht.rtt:
had po care for the interests of his constituents; his sole purpose in ¥ arlmmenttu..aa:
to retain office. ‘Unless those who are invested with t.}_\c power of returning mo;n su;s
to parliament, wilt determine to return such only as _wﬂl make a (leclzlraf;f(:ri :o ,m?}_,]l;
all profit, either Lo themselves or their family, arising out of the pubh;_lf;}t ney, ¢
House of Commons will never be such as to suppor? the measures w‘ ]Zx are tr}fal'.
absolutely necessary to the preservation of our liberties and nur. |udep.(.nc£_l}1]ce.t_ 1 1:
speeches concluded. Covhrane demanded a poll, and efforts began ta erect hustings
the following day. ! ‘
fﬂ;“,ct\lt:i\)efi?t] Slidl rﬁ)t 1531’19;(::' at Honiton. but left for London on Wednesday, June 11,

[

while Cochrane daily appeared to determine the progress of the poll [t opened at ten
on the Tuesday morning and closed for the first day at seven in the evening, after
only thirty-six voles had been cast, twenty for Bradshaw and the balance for
Cochrane. Voting was reswmed at nine on the Wednesday morning, and within o few
hours the two candidates had tuken about an equal number of votes, but at the close
of Friday's polling Bradshaw was again ahead, 100 to 79, After seven duys of voting
the poll closed on Tuesday, June 17, leaving Rradshaw the decisive victor: he had
received 259 votes, Cochrane 129, and Courtenay 212

in London Cobbett fumed at the venality of the barough. “Ihe greater fanlt,” he
claimed, "is in those who oxpose the poor anid miserable to the temptation of selling
their votes,t Cochrane, hawever, playing u generous loser and perbaps préparing
for some future contest, treated the village to a dinner a fow days after his defeat,
‘Lovd Cochrane gave an ox roasted whole to the populace,’ reported the press, ‘and
great hilarity prevailed,'4

‘The by election of June proved to be an expensive extravegunce, since the parlia-
mentary session was then abmost at an end, and before the new session began 4
general election took place which threw hoth the Honiton seats open to another
challenge, Only one commected account of the Honiton election of October has been
given, that offered more than half a century later in Cochrane’s autobiography, and
it sustains the view that he was returned in the Radical interest after a contest,
Unfortunately, the few contemporary records do not bear sut Cochrane's uarrative
in either of these important particulars,

Cochrane arrived in Honiton on Saturday, October 18, in a carriage which also
conveyed two naval lieutenants and a midshipman in uniform. Behind followed
another carriage transporting the captain's boat's crew of the Pullas, fully rigged
out, with the helmsman perched upon the box and the boatswain seated upon the
roof and armed with » whistle to assist him in his net ag cheer leader. Many of the
electors turned ot in the streets to applaud the return of the popular sailor. Within
eight hours Cochrane had canvassed the town with extraordinary perseverence’
and met the voters at their doors to secure pledges of support. So thoroughly was
the business conducted thal he wus saon regarded as unbeatable |5

Election proceedings began on Friday, October 31. Robson was standing for (ke-
hamptan, and only two nominations were received for the places at Honiton, those
of Cochrane and Bradshaw. Accordingly, bath were declared elected withaut a
contest.t *You will be delighted to hear my dearest brother,’ wrote Cochrane's
cousn, ‘that Lord Cochrane is returned member for Honiton . .. I had a . . . letter
from Cochrane with an accaunt of the uproar on his heing elected—he said we would
have been highly entertained had we seen the people conveying him all over the
town in an arm chair on their shoulders with his long legs hanging over,”V

What was the nature of Cochrane’s canvass of Honiten? Had the cuaptain reneged
upon his newly-found principles and reverted to the traditionally ¢orrupt practices
of Honiton's ¢loctioneering by sxchanging money for promises of support? The
contemporary material suggests that he did, and that the Honiton election of
November cannat be regarded as a Radical victory. Hawever, the evidence is scunt.
Cochrane did not serve Honiton for long. In the Conmons he voted only once as its
representative before the collapse of the Ministry of Al the ‘Talents in March 1807,
and in the ensuing general election he stood and was retuened for Westminster, ¥
During that campaign Cochrane reasserted the non-bribery principles which
Cobbett had inculcated into him, but upon several vccasions the sailor found his
integrity challenged on the hustings by a detracter, James Gibbons. Gibbons
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secused Cochrane of bribing the etectors of Honiton: *He wished him Lo answer upon
what public principle or public groume it was that he first chose to come into
Parliament, by increosing the wages of corruption among the veaters of Honiton. 1
To these allegations Cochrane refused un answer, even when the evasion was visibly
irritating the electors of Westminster whose support he was soliciting, ‘Mr Gibhons
then came lorward,’ reported The Times, ‘and fixed bis eyes on Lord Cochrane iwho
immediately left the hustings). He said he perceived that the Noble Lord did not like
his questions. '3
Ten years Inter, when Cachrane’s standing as a Radical was assurcd, he was less
roticent about the beginnings of his parliamentary career. Speaking in the Commons
tn support of retorm in January 1817:
He remembered very well the time he was first returned sz 1 member to the
House, which was for the borough of Honiton, and an which cecasion the town
helliman was sent through the town ta order the volers to come to Mr
Townshend's, the head man in that place, and a banker, to receive the sum of £10
105, This wa= the truth , . . Though he was now conscious that be had done
wrong, he essured the House that that was the very way by which he had been
returned. [f any member disputed it, he could only say he was willing to show the
hills and vouchers which he had for the money | .. lis mative, he was now fully
ronvineed, was wrong, decidedly wrong, but as he came home pretty well lushed
with Spanish money, he had found this horough open, and he had bargained for
it; and he was sure he should have been returned had he been lord Cameliord’s
black servant or his great dog,™!

A fow moaths later, Cochrane complained that

It was well-known that the great majority of Lhe returns to that House were
carried by money . . . He held in his banl aeeounts, containing charges against
him which smounted to more Lhan £5,700 for one of bis elections.

These remarks would seem to establish that Lord Cochrane did buy his way into
Parliament in 1806, and that the Radical issues of the June by-election were not
raised in the succeeding general election. Many years afterwards the old campaigner
remembered the affair differently, and his acconnt, although well-known, is worth
quoting:

Having had decisive proof as to the nature of Honiton politics, [ made up my
mind that the next time there was a vacancy in the borough, the srat should be
mine without bribery. Accordingly, immediately after my defeat {in Jupe), [ sent
the bellman round the town, having first primed him with an appropriate speech,
intimating that ‘all whe had voted for e, might repair to my agent, J.
Townsend, Esq., and receive ten pounds ten!

The novelty of a defeated candidate paying double the current price expemled
by the successful one—or, indeed. paying anything—made a great sensation.
Ewven my agent assuced me that he could have securel my return for less motioy,
for that the popular voice bring in my favour, a trifling judicial expenditure
would have turned the scale.

[ told Mr Townsend that such payments wonld have been bribery, which would
oot accord with my character as a reformer of abuses—a declaration which
seemed highly to amuse him. Notwithstanding the explanation that the ten
guineas was paid as a reward for having withstood the influence of bribery, the
tinpression praduced on the electorzl mind by such unooked-for liberality, was
simply this—that if [ gave ten guineas for being beaten, my opponent had not
paid half encugh for being elected; & conclusion which, by a simular process of
reasoning, was magnified into the conviction that each of his voturs had been
chented out of five pounds ten.

The result wus what had been forescen. My opponent, though suceessful, was
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regarded with anything but a favourable eye; L, thaugh defeated, had suddenly
become most popular ... ' . -

A general election being st hand, no time was lost in proceeding to Honiton
whgzm consi_dernl_r]u sensation was ereated by my entrance into the town in a vi-;:
wovis and six, followed by several carviages and fowr filed with officers 'inLd
seamen of the Pallus, who volunteered to acecompany me on the occasion. ‘

Our reveption by the townspeople was enthusiastic, the more so, perhaps, from
the general belief that my capture of the Spanish gulleons . . . had endowed me
with untold wealth . . i . -

A\:vare of my previsus objection Lo hribery, not a word was asked by my
partisans, as Lo Lhe price expected in exchange for their sulfrages. It was enough
that my former friends had received ten guineas each after my defeat m:ui. it was
judged best to leave the cost ol success Lo my discretion. ' h

My return was triumphant, and this effected. it was then plainly asked, what

£X post facto consideration was Lo be expecied by those who had supported me in
30 delicate 8 manner,

‘Nat one farthing!” was the reply. :

113111;. my [Jm‘-d. you gave ten guineas « head Lo the minority at the last election,
and the majority have been calculating on something hundsome on the present
occasion, o

_'I'\m doubt. The former gift was for their disinterested conduct ip not taking the
bribe of five pounds from the agents of mv apponent. For me now to pay them
'-'«:E{Id !19 a violation of my own previously expressed principles.

Finding nothing could be got from me in the way of money payment, for their

support, it was put to my gencrosity whether 1 would not, al least, give my
constituents a public supper.

‘By aii eans,” was my reply, ‘and i will give me preat satisfaction to know
that so rational a display of patriotism had superseded a system af bribery
which reflects even less credit on the donor than the recipionts,’ '

Alag! for the vanity of goud intentions. The permission thus given was
converted into a public treat: not oaly for tny partisans, but for my opp(;nouts
their wives, children, and friends; in short, for the whole town! The result showed
itself in a bill for some twelve hundred pounds! which { refused to p;l_].l but was
eventually compelled to liguidate . . % '

Some of the inaceuracies in Lhis aceount are readily apparent. The public meal
occur{'(.‘d after the first election, not the second. Cochrane's reminiscences assert
that m_.Jumr he rewarded his supporters with ten guineas each, and that his
generosity made the electors droel over what he miyht provide if he was eve;-
vietorious, Probably the dinner did have that effect. ang nccounted for th'e
enLhuisi:tst.ic welcome the sailor received in Honiton the follewing October. But these
mewmoirs do not clear up the matter of the bribery. In them he insisted thafl the
money was paid in Jdune, to electors whe had supported him against Brndshnw'q'
allurements: in 1817 he iad spoken of “the time he was first returned as g member l;é)
the‘ House,' and implied that he had bribed the electers in October. it woul(i be
difficult to be too hard on Cochrane even jf he had been less than secrupulous
However lneduble Cobhett's principles might have been, they were new to Cuchrane.
and probably incapable of supplying him with a parliamentary seat in a mtter;
system. If he was to further his ambition to expose naval abuses in the House, he
may have believed. like many another politician, that he would have to dirt,v.'his
h('l_nds to get there. Upon the evidence currently to hund, the question of the
bribery —and consequently whether the Honiton election of Octoher 1806 can b(;
regarded ax a Radical triumph —cannot be satisfactorily settled, ‘
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GYPSY POACHERS IN VICTORIAN DEVONSHIRE

J L Porter

As carly as 1816 John Hovland had sympathetically pointed to the winter poverty
of the Northamptonshire gypsies whom as a ¢class he considered to be ‘the most
neglected and destitute of all persons’ and the association of their destitution with
petty crime was later made less charitably by Richard Jefferies who wrote of ‘their
petty pilfering tricks’.) One way of alleviating necessity was to supplement the diet
by poaching game. The subsequent conflict with authority and the game laws may
be illustrated by cases appearing before the Devonshire petty sessions hetween
1862 and 1900,

The cases used to illustrate this note are part of & wider study of poaching and
social conflict in Devon which includes a survey of over 5,300 prosecutions in that
period, of which only twenty-two are known to have involved men or boys describied
as pypsies in the press reports of the cases. The relative lack of prosecution of
gypsies may be an indication of their actual success in preyving upnn the county's
game without being detected. The general suspicion of the gypsy meant that some
were broughl befare the petty sessions even if Lhe evidence was insecure. Thus in
1870 Robert Small was accused by an assistant keeper of being in a field full of tame
pheasants with a gun at Kingsteignton on Christmas eve, Small denied the charge
chaiming that he had no gun and was only taking a short cut and the Newton Abbot
sessions were forced Lo dixmiss the case through lack of evidence. Similarly James
Hughes and Hugh Cooper were acquitted by the Axminster bench because of
insufficient evidence.?

Just as some labourers’ sons started young in trapping rabbit so too might gypsy
boys. and as so few were caught they presumably developed an carly proficiency.
The ten year old Joseph Orchard, for example, appeared before the Ottery S5t Mary
hench, which was<chaired by W. . Coleridge of Salston House, in 1886 charged with
game trespass in November. In this ipstance, however, the case was dismissed
because the summons had been sent to the wrong Joseph Orchard, nevertheless the
boy's father had to pay 8s vosts. T'wo other lads found on Sir John Heathcoat
Amory's lands at Tiverton in February 1887 were less fortunate and James Birch
and Henry Roberts were each fined £1 inclusive of costs by the Tiverton Borough
Magistrate. Two years later Charles Manley, another young gypsy, was caught on
the Rolle Trustees’ lund at East Budleigh and the Fxmouth sessivns took Ls and Lls
costs from him. Also at Eust Budleigh on 30 December 1894 was discovered William
James whe teok a rabbit from a wire, put it under his ¢oat and ran oflf when seen.
After a chase he threw away the rabbit but fuiled to escape and the same beneh fined
him 10s inclusive with the alternative of seven days imprisonment.?

The Rolle Trustees snd Lady Relle of Bicton House were especial prosecutors of
all poachers on their lands and upon Woodbury Commoen in particular, In 1889
gypsies William James and John Dickinson were acquitted of game trespass at
Bicton in Octoher of that year but as a warning each was fined 10s and costs {or
seven days) for ordinary trespass. In 1895 two gypsies escaped detection by running
away but the four labourers who were wich them and who were recognised by Rolle
keepers were each fined 19s 44d for taking rabbits on the Common in November
and also in that month Jesse Cooper paid L3s and costs to the Woodbury bench for
game trespass on Shortwood Common at East Budleigh

1t was not only the Rolle Trustees who complained of gypsies. A Dawlish land-
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owner secured Lhie fintng af George Smith of 1 in 1870 at the Teignmouth sessions.
At Dartmouth Thomas Hoberts senior was caughl. by a keeper while he was trying
Lhe hedges with Lwo dogs ou 28 Novomber (386, which date being a Sunday the
offence was particularly deplored. The Dartinouth heneb did not aceepl his denjal of
Being thove and Gaed him 40s and costs, After he had said he had no money to pay, a
Dartmouth resident, & *Mr Stancombe said he would be answerable for 30s jf the
defendant woudd let him have a horse he had in cown, This was agreed to and the
mueney was paid, the defendunt having o sovereign with him.” Another Roberts, this
time Willinm, vame before Lhe sae heneh in Decomber an a similar charpe and in
defence he clammed he was only toaking tor his brother’s wateh, He was fined £1 and
124 70l eosts which he paid, Barlivr, at Totnes, when Richard Stanley had failed to
appear after a game trespass ab Dean Prior he was fined £2 and costs in May 18775

- B R A T . .:j.\:.“‘“‘“‘“‘ ECEITEERE L PP

A Joseph Orchard, possibly the smmne one as had escaped because of the erroncous
summons of 1886, in 1890 fell foul of the Ottery St Mary bench, chaired by Col
Drarnell, for trespassing afler game at Sidbury where he admitted setting 23 wives,
He paid 205 ancd costs. One of the principal landowners of Sidbury, Sir Charles Cave
of Sidbury Manor, Sidmouth, complained in 1888 that he was ‘fed up of the
depredation of gipsics' and the four justices sitting at Ottery in December of that
year must have agreed with hita for they fined Fred Holland afies Stamp £1 which
he paid rather than take the alternative of 14 days. Holland had denied heing in a
field with a rabbit and & spare but was disbhelieved® Several other gypsies were
prosecuted in the eighteen-nineties. The Rev Robert Hole of North Tawton fined
John Ball, who did not appear, £1 or 14 days for game trespass at Bondleigh in 1890:
in September Sir John Shelley at Crediton fined John Tuckett, a 25 year old tinker,
10s and costs for game trespass with two shoemakers on Jands of his fellow
magistrate Sir Hedvers Buller on a Sunday in July, Two county policemen, who in
effect functioned as rate-financed game keepers, had caught them with a dog, a
ferret, several nets and three rabbits, At Luppit in November 1884 a B, Orchard was
found afier game and charged l4s by the Honiton bench: that same year John
Penfold had killed a vabbit in January and was fined 55 inclusive at Torrington,
while in April 1895 James Birch was unsuccessfully prosecuted at Tiverton for
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being in a hedge with a pistol near a cock pheasant, When the pistel was produced in
court it was proved not to be charged. Tin September 1900 William Holland and
Walter Winter for game trespass at Hockworthy were vach fine) 10s inclusive at
Tiverton,?

This account does not preclude there being other pypsy poachers who were
convicted as many of the press reports do not include the m:ru.pmi(m or stialus of the
defendant. There is the further problem that it is impessible to know the income of
the defendants and so assess how heavily the costs imposed by the game faws bore
down upon them. However, the weight of the fines and costs may be imputed. The
weekly wage of a Devon agricultural labourer around this prrind was 10s-13s and 80
a £1 fine plus cosis would be equivalent to at least two weeks' wapes.

The relative anonymity of the gypsies to authority and their mobility must have
made prosecution more difficult than in the cuse of the labourer. In particular none
of these cases involves the offence of night poaching which, as in other rural
counties, was common in Devon.® While that is a contrast, the gypsy poachers have
a common factor with other Devon poachers of rabbit and hare; it was done most
frequently in the winter months when their poverty was grentest and the animals at
their best. In common too was the shared assumption that rabbits were not solely
Lhe perquisites of the propertied even if the law declared otherwise,
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WHAT'S IN A NAME?

[vis M, Woods

The third issue af the Devan Historian contained an article with the title and author
as shove, History repeating itself? Certainly not. The first article was concerned
with commaon local names in an isolated parish during the late 16th to the early 18th
pentury. lere we shall trace the occurrence of an unusual name in the same parish
cdlaring the last years of the 19th and the opening of the 20th century.

The parish is Widecombe-in-the-Moor, one of the largest in Devon, covering
almost 11,000 acres, with a populatian that reached almost 1,000 in 1861 but has
declined to about 600 since, 1t is a farming community living in hill farms or very
small hamlets. The parish church is at Widecombe, about 242 miles from the
Northern boundary of the parish, and the school is less than Y4 mile froro the church.
Until little more than a hundred years ago, people living in the southern part of the
parish had to face a walk or ride of several miles to atlend a church service, while the
children had long daily walks to and from school in all kinds of weather. This
appeared Lo be an unfair arrangement to a wealthy widow lady who did not live in
the localily. but enjoyed frequent visits there. She decided to previde # school nearer
the children's homes. She had a substantial school bnilding and teacher’s house
erected on part of the area known as Leusdon Gireen. A few years later, in 1863, she
added a church, and Widecombe "parish wos divided into two ecclesiastical
parishes—though remaining one civil parish. The name of the benefactress was Mrs
Charlotte Rosamond Larpent. and her action is commemaoratad in & cross standing
outside the west end of Leusdon Church. | was anxious to tind aut something more
about her. and began by asking those who mnight possibly have seen her in their
childhood. but all [ could discover was that she was wealthy, never livad in Leusdon
for any fength of time, and added to the schoal Leacher's hause to provide a plage
where she could stay. Parish Registers were uttlikely ta supply any further
information. ‘The Census Returns for 1871 produced:

LEUSDON HOUSE Charlotte Larpent, widew lady 77

Jane H. Saxby, boarder, lady's companion 32

Anne Mare, lodger, school mistress 23

Louisa Mare, assistant mistress, 20
The rest of the heusshold included a groom who was also the gardener, his wife who
was Lhe cook, and a house-parlourmaid. And there the trickle of facts dried up. so 1
turned to an entirely different subject which had long interested me—the building of
‘Dartmoar Prison of War', and the history of its early years as a prison for French
and American soldiers and sailors. Napoleon abdicated in 1814 and was banished to
Elba whence he escaped in March 1815 and returned to France. From 1812 to 1814
Ameriea joined France against Bngland. When peace was signed in 1814 the French
prisoners returned home immediately and the Americans anticipated rapid
vepatriation, but their government was tnable o supply the ships necessary to
bring them home. Several hundred remained in Dartracor and naturally beeame
impatient of the restrictions imposed on them. On April ondl 1815 they rioted and
the guards fired on them—seven were killed or died shortly after, many wete
wounded. The prisoners retreated to their quarters, and the incident was given
considerable publicity in the Press, especially in the States. The Foreign Secretary,
Lord Castlereagh, ordered an immediate enquiry to be undertaken by a commission
of two—one American, Charles King, and one Englishman. Francis Seymour

B!

Larpent. The name leapt, out at me! Could there be any connection wilth Charlotie
Rosamond? The {irst and obvious thing to do was to consult the Dictionary of
Natipnal Biography. This revealed that .5, Larpent was a lawyer who had been
deputy-judge-advocate-general with Wellington's forces in the Peninsula from
1812-1814. Another interesting fact was that tn 1829 he had married as his second
wife Charlotte Rosamond Arnold of Tlalstead Place, Kent.

'y returu to Lhe commission of enquicy on the ‘Dartmoor Massacre’: the report by
C. King and F.5. Larpent was in the hands of Castlereagh by April 26th, ([t is worth
nating this date: without any of the time-saving devices of today in transport or
communication, these two men had visited the prison, questioned staff and
prisoners and presented their report within 24 days of the riot.) Castlercagh
oxtonded the cegrets of the Prince Regent to the American government, and offered
cotnpensation to the families of those who had been killed. When this news reached
the States, cditorials on the ‘shocking massuere’ ceased abruptly, while the
achiministration declared jtself satisfied that ‘no malice had been involved'. (See
‘Castlereagh and Adams’ by Bradford Perkins.) Franeis Seymour Lorpent died in
1845, Charlotte outlived him by thirty-four years. S0 far. so good —Charlatte
Rosameond's identity had been established, why her interest had been caught by the
Leusdon area of Widecombe parish remained a2 mystery. In my innacence [ had
supposed that historical research ultimately yielded the answer to all questions, one
had qnly to look in the right plave. Portunately an experienced historian was at hand
to point out that more guestions remain unapswered than one might expect. So,
although I looked unsuccessfully for o Bnk between Charlotte Rosamond Arneld of
Kent and the Arnolds {or Amellst of Uppacot and Sweaton near Leusdon, it might
well have been nothing more Lthan a pretty picture posteard that first attracted her
attention to this part of Dartmonr,

However, this is nol guite the end of the Larpent connection. [n 1894 a new Local
Government Act set up parish couneils Lo replace the old vestry meetings. In the
minutes of the first meeting, Dec 13th 1834, to clect councillors for the parish of
Widecombe, the name oceurs of Raron de Hochepied who owned Bag Park, or the
South Devon Country Hotel as he callied it At about this time an adjoining property
at Wooder was bought hy the bavon's sisters, the Misses de IIuchepie& Larpent.
The relevant documents came to light atmong the papers of an Ashburton solicitor.
When the baron went hankeupt in 1896, the six Misses Larpent who tived in Onslow
Seuare, London, offered him the tenaney of Wooder where he lived till his death at
the age of 42 in 1903, Onte more the DNB supplied the necessary details. Francis
Seymotir was the elder son of John Larpent, a clerk in the Foreign Office, by his first
wife. His second wife was connected with the de Hochepied family—the title of
Baron was conferred by the Emperor Leopold on Daniel de Hochepied in 16899, and
the two sons of John Larpent by his second wife John James and George Gerard,
John James obtained a licence to bear the title in FEngland in Sept. 1819, and
succeeded to it in 1828,

Thus the name Larpent appears at both ends of Widecombe parish through the
two half brothers, Francis Seymour and John James. It is an entertaining little
jigsaw puzzle, even if some pieces are still missing,



FOUNDRIES IN NINETEENTH CENTURY TAVISTOCK

Helen Harris

Foundries were busy places i nincteenth century Tavistovk, particularly so
because of the numerous mines then active in the neighbourhood. The most
important mine was Devon Great Consnls, opened in 1844 on the Duke of Bedford's
land in the Tamar Valley. In mid-century it accounted far the hulle of Devon's copper
production which for a time supplied half the world's nevds. Others included Devon
Friendship mine at Mary Tavy and numerous smaller ones in the locality.

Tavistock had thres main foundries. One was in the Parkwood area at the east
{Okehampton road) end of the town, the scene of industry from the thivteenth
century in the form of tanning, edge-tool and wonllen mills. These were sited close to
Lhe eat known as the Mill-brook, cat in the twelfth century Lo earry water from the
River Tavy to the town's corn mill. The foundry here, known as Tovistock lron
Works, was established in 1800, [t was leased far some years by the Bedford Fstae
to Gill, Rundle and Bridgman (notable names in Tavistoek's commercial life). Later
it was in the honds of Nicholls, Mathews & Co who in IBTA were advertising s
‘Engineers, brass and iront founders, boiler makers and smiths, makers of Cornish
pumping, winding and stamping engines, steam capstans anct crushers, water
wheels, pump work, shovels, hammered ivon, axle and shear moulds and forgings of
every discription’. They also prepardd machinery for foreign mines. Several original
buildings remain on the site. which is now owned by Kaminskis, builders’
merchants. A long building on the lower side, through which water from another cut
from Lhe Tavy passed, included the engine pattern-making shop. Other buildings, on
the higher side, and the three waterwheels that pewered them from the Mill-hrook.
po tonger remain. Shovels, haoks and manhele covers were made latterly. From 1898
the premises were used for woolcombing, a surviving form of one of Tavistock's
earlier industries which continued until 1965

Close to the river nn the upposite side of Parkwood Road, and acrass the Tavy
adjacent to Mount Tavy ithe Princetown) road, were other foundry premises, lenown
as the Tavy [ron Works. A walking bridge connected Lhe two areas. 1t was probably
here that, as reported in the Exeter Flving Post of 4 Apri} 1811, an iron boat capable
of carrying 8 tons, to be launched on the Tavistock Canal, was built. Lessees here
from the Bedford Estate during the lalter part of the century were James and
Henry Pearce. They were followed by Petherick and Stenner, "Brass and fron
Founders, Agriculiural Machinery Makers'. From 1904 until closure during the fivst
world war the foundry was run by G.H.Budge & Son. Several of the buildings,
serving obher uses, still remain.

Narth of the town, in the Lakeside area east of 1lannawell Strect, was the third,
the New or Bedford foundry. This was leased to Nicholls, Williains & Co, who
specialised in smith work, ‘castings of every description’ and were much involved
with mine engines. The surviving building is now part of a motor works.

Buildings were of local stone, and included fine arched windows. Scope
undoubtedly exists for a deeper study of the foundries’ history,
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THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE HOLDSWORTH AND
NEWMAN FAMILIES TO DARTMOUTH

Moy Freeman

[t was inevitable in a port like Dartmouth, dependent on its merchants for is
prosperity, that the wealthiest of them would gain political power, No other ferilies
however dominated the town so completely or for so long as the Ileldsworths.
Between 1715 and 1830 a Holdsworth was masvor for 47 years. if one includes the
Newmans, Brookings and Hunts - all related by marriage, or business partners —
the total is 76.

The art of controlling elections in the close corporation of Dartmouth had been
perfected around 700 by a group of unscrupulous magistrates, none of them
Holdswarths. The mayor and Lwelve senior magistrates, or aldermen,—ov &
majority of them—chese the freemen, a group of about 40 from whom the twelve
were Lhemselves chosen.! They invariably chose their own sons, other refatives, or
trusted supporters, all of them by the Corporation Act obliged to be members of the
Church of England. [n practise the mayor and aldermen chose the next mayor from
among themsebves, though this had to be approved by the whole hody of freemen,
They also chose the two M.1P.'s. One of the ‘perks’ nf freemen was to be exempt
fram paying petticustoms, or shipping dues ou all cargoes passing through the port,
which included Torbay and Saleombe as well as the Dart, The corporation was
entitled to loevy these through their leuse of the Waterbaileywick of the Dart from
the Duchy of Cornwall. The freemen thus gained an economic advantage over their
rivale: they could also be sure that any paid town appointments went to their
friends.

The second Arthar Holdsworth in Dartmouth {1668-1726) togk over the system to
keep for himself #nd five successors of the same name such power that they were
nick-named ‘King Arthur’. Holdsworth Il's mother was Joan Newman, whose
family were already prominent in the Newfoundland trade in the early 17th
century.” ‘I'hey owned land in Newfoundland as well as vineyards on the Douro in
Portugal, and prospered on the trading triangle by which salt was carried across the
Atlantic, used to salt and dry cod from the Banks off Newfoundland, this being sold
in the Mediterranean or Portugal to buy wine or fruit which was brought back to
England, The Newmans later developed their own variety of wine—Port ~-which was
matured by beiny carried in the holds of their ships to Newfoundland and back. It
became popular especially after the Methuen ‘Treaty of 1703 lowered duties on wine
imported from Portugal. as compared with France, with whom England was at war.
Over the 180h century Lthe Newmans concentrated on their brading ventures, sons
from each generation being sent out to gain experience in Portugal or
Newfoundland. Several further marriages bound their interests to those of the
Holdsworths, but they seemed content to leave the running of the bormugh to the
Iatter.

Arthur Holdsworth LI was a clase friend of George Treby, M.P. for Dartmouth
from 17221747, who gave him a beautiful silver punchbowl? now in the Ashmolean
Museum, Oxford, depicting 18th century gentlemen in tricorn hats walking along a
quay. On the other side they are shown sitting at a table on which a punchbowl like
this is prominent, under an inscription ‘Prosperity to Honks and Lines'.1 [t seems
certain that it portrays the Mavor and Aldermen, with perhaps Treby, enjoying one
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west of Bristol, He devised a way of using coloured rags, and extracting the colour | Stuart Moore 2002,
from them to make them equal to the finest white rags in paper making. He also 9. Newman Family papors.
patented an improved rudder for ships, water-tight bulkheads, and a fireproof 3. Will of Arthur Holdsworth, 1.11,1728, O.M. collection. West Country Studies
magazine. ! Lib., Exvter,
In Dartmouth, after 1815, he wus responsible for an {mprovement Act under 4. See Country Life, Oct. 31, 1947 p.875.
which the old Mill Pool was filled in. forming goott level land on which in 1828 a new 5. Namier & Brooke; History of Parliament I754-90.
market was completed—the money being lent by his mother. A new {Victoria) road 6. Darlmouth Papers (L1 fid. T, Jaine, X XV-V1
alongside it provided the first carringe road put of Lhe town’s roads, part of a turn- 7. DL.R.O. Stuart Moore 2005,
pike road to Kingshridge. He had plans to widen all the town's roads, [ill in the outer R
par' of the pool, and build a new Guildhall on the land created. However, all this was g9
prevented by a renewal of the feud with the Seales.

Culendar of State Papers, America and W, Indies.
. Newman Family papers.
111, Devon Hearth Tax, 1674, Ed. Stpate,

John Henry Seale was winning considerable support in his campaign against 1. P.ILO: E 190/ 1003/8.
Holdsworth control of what he aptly called ‘Rottenborough'. His contribution to the ' 14, Quoted by R.C. Jarvis from Dalley's Tables, . Mus, MS 11255,
town was his promotion of the building of the Fioating Bridge, or Higher Forry. ‘ 13, Newman Family papers.
which enabled carviages to cross the river for the first time, in 1831, In 1832, the 14. PR.O HOC.A. 32/118/2.
long national campaign to refarm Parliament came Lo fruition with the Reform Act, 15 PPH.O- H.C.A. 32/105/1.
and with voling now given to the £10 househeolder Seale was triumphantly elected 16, D.R.0O: Stuart Moore 2003,
the one remaining M.E. for the town. [n 1835 a Royal Commission report on the Cor- 17, Newman Family papers.
poration of Dartmouth made devastating comments on ils graft, nepotism and in- 15, Dartmouth Chronicle, 1861,
competence.' [n 1836 there was a clean sweep of the entire Holdsworth family both 19. Dartmouth Papers {11 ed. T, Jaine.
from the Council, as it was now called, and the church, as Robert resigned the living v, D.R.O. Stuart Moore 20086,

of Townstall.

Arthur Howe had his revenge by sueing the new Town Council for £1,240 owed to
him on a bond given by the old carporation for legal expenses incurred in defending
them against a ‘quo warranto’ suit in 1831 brought by their political opponents.
Now, in 1838, these same people were the new Council, and found themselves liable
to pay their enemy's legal costs, They refused; a long legal battle Followed, which
went Lo appeal, and they lost. ‘They had to pay, including costs, nearly £7.000 to tind
which they had to mortgage much of their income.* Thus Holdswarth ensured that
the new council never had the money to carry out the improvements the town so
hadly needed.

However, though this shows a petty side to his character, he wuy otherwise a man
of vision, He strongly supported Dartmoulh’s cinim to be a mail packet station,
when an Admiratly commission investigated it in 1841, and a long letter on the
subject is full of ideas for promoting the prosperity of the town. He urged the
completion of the railway, and its use to promote tourisim — then hardly existing
because of lack of transport — as well as for sending Deven farm praducts to
London. He saw the possibility of the port becoming one fir the embarcation of
passengers, and a coaling station for steamers — both of which happened after his
death. He did tend to regard the town as his personal property, but becouse of thot
he wanted it to prosper. Certainly his successors over the nexi forty years in the
town council did little to encourage optimisim in the democratic process.

Nates on Sources

The major sources for this article are: Devon Record Office, Dartmouth Borough
Archives, ref. DD 63.600-67.044, andl Stuart Moore 2003-6, Public Record Office,
Port Books, 190 976/9-1003/11; P.R.O. HLC.A. 32/1056 and 32/118 ve privateering;
the Newmen private family papers, including their History of Newrnan Hunt & Co.
by Tom Newman.
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THE INIMITABLE GEORGE WIGHTWICK
Keith 8. Perkins

When eminent Plymouth architect John Foulston veached that time in his life when
he thought aboul handing over the reins of his business to a younger man. such a
man presented himself in the shape of one George Wightwick, a young architeat
from London.

Wightwick ipronounced Whittick) was born on 26 Augusl 1802, at Alyn Bank,
near Mold in Flintshire, EHle was educated first at Wolverhampton Grumamar School
and then at T Lovd’s School, Tooting. Tn 1818, he was articled to Edward Lapidge
but failed lo sceure admission to the Royal Academy Schools and in 1828 he
obtained the position af secretary-companion to architect John Soane {later Sir
Jehnl where he remained—reluctantly it seems—for a peried of severn] months.

At the age of 25, Wightwick embarked upon a seven month educational tour of
Italy, but permanent employment ‘eluded’ him. In 1828, seeing no hope of estab-
lishing himself in Londen, he set off by road to Portsomouth for the purpose of travel-
ling by sea to South Devon, which he did aboard the Plymouth paddle-steamer
Brunsteick. He had previously visited Devonshire in 1823 and 1826, and had
cherished Lhe wish that Plymouth would eventually become the place of his profes-
sional residence. He could already lay elaim to other influences in Devanshive at that
time, far at Yelverton lived his mother, now Mrs William Damant {Wightwick's
futher had tragically drowned in a Flintshire canal in L1811},
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Wightwick eventually arvived at the mouth of the River Darl at Dartmouth,
repenting that he had not preferved the tedium of the turnpike road. He recalls:

... We 'lay to, as it is termed—that is. we stopped our paddles and performed a
pas seul on the waves, in which o compound of starboard and larboard rolling and
fore and aft pitching was practised to the utimost amount of allowable eccen-
tricity. The steward told me Lo pet veady. T'his was gratuitous. There was never a
man more ready than 1 for the most submissive yielding to anything which the
fates in their ingenuity might contrive as un trmperative decree. But when he told
me to get my lnggage ready, he might as well have ordered me to ascend and
hang my portmanteau on Lhe mainmast . ..

... The purse, which T drew with difficulty from its tenacious hold in my damp
pocket-~the pocket coming out with it--se¢med to be made of seaweed; and the
several required pieces of silver came from it like reluctant hmpets. the boat was
now glongside—menning, that at one moment staving in its bows against the
paddle-box, and the next bounding off out of reach: now up to the steamers gang-
way, and anon at the bottom of a wave, six or eight feet, below it. [n went my
luggage, and away went luggage and boat, as if nothing else was expected. Again
came the boat to the gangway. ~— . . . ‘Now sir, jump in!” — | lel myselt drop.
Down went the boat, and { after it, but before 1 reached the footplank, it was on
the re-ascent to meet me, and in another second I was part of au hetero-geneous

cargo of leather, carpet and still life, half suffocated by the woollen embrace af a

boatman . . .

Finally landed upon the quay at Dartmeouth, Wightwick found lodgings ¢lase by
and immediately went to bed — ‘Bul, oh! the bed was still the hated steamer!
though mere gentle in its game of “pitch and toss"!’

AL Lhe time of Wightwick's arrival in Dartmouth— 1828 — Devon civil engineer
James Meadows Rendel and Plymouth architect John Foulston were surveying
Greenway narrows, where they had projected the erection of a suspension bridge.!
Thus it is conceivable that all three: Wightwick, Hendel and Foulston, would have
become acquainted at that time. Later their lives were to become interwoven, both
in friendship and-in professional association. with John Foulston in due course
offering Wightwick a partoership. aud Rendel naming his third son, George Wight-
wick Hendel, after the boy’s godfather” . . . [n the meantime, however, Wightwick
departed upon a tour through Devonshire.

Sometime before May 1829, he entered Plymouth for the tirst Lime and found
lodgings in Tavistock Place. He soon made himself indispensible to Plymouth
society and became ‘the welcome guest at every country house party’. But perhaps
one of the most ittriguing social activities in Wighiwick’s somewhat eccentric life
was his involvement —as a founder member—with the Brotherhood of ‘Blue Frisrs'?
— a select club whose members dined in monastic garb of blue and butf;

... It was the fancy of these men to form themselves into & small and select
Hterary and eonvivial cluby, holding periodical conclaves at the houses of each in
succession, there to dine, to crack jokes, to read papers original oy selected and to
while away the hours in the feast of reason and the flow of sole . ..
T'o this social circle, Wightwick became Brother Locke, under which name he
contributed many articles to Frazer's magazine, edited as Blue Friurs Pleasantries.

On 26 August 1829 (the 27th anniversary of his birthday), George married
Curoline, his step-sister, daughter of William Damant, at Buckland Monochoram.*
This was followed by an all too brief ‘honey-week’ in Exmouth and then a return to
Plymouth and "wonderfully small’ lodgings in Union Street,

John Foulston,® who was then the leading architect in Plymouth and indeed in the
south western part of England, had conceived a whele guarter of Plymouth long
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hefore Wightwick's arrival. But by now he was fifty-seven years of age, and six
rmonths of partnership with George Wightwick endec when Foulston retired to what
publicly was regarded as 'Foulston’s Cottage’, Wightwick wrote:
... A former appellation had distivguished il as *Athenian Cottage’, though what
connection there was between a kind of Tudor thutched domicile and anything
ever seen in Athens it was for the fanciful owner Lo specify . ..
John Foulston died in 1842, but the Plymouth he had planned and built lasted
120-130 years until most of it {but not all} was destroyed in the second world war,

Wightwick had a great love for the theatre. He wrote plays and performed as an
smateur, sometimes at Saltram House, the hoine of Lord Marley.

At Falmouth, in 1835, during the period when he was cngeged upon designs and
the construction of the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic, Wightwick had hecome a
frequen? visitor to Rosehill and probably Penjerrick, the homes of Quaker scientist
Robert Were Fox, whose second daughter, Caroline, began in that year to keep the
journal® far which she became celebrated. Caroline Fox's journal was published in
1882, eleven years after her death. In brief it was notable not so much for its con-
siderable literary merits as for its association with distinguished persons, mostly
men of science. Amongst, them were: Davis Gilhert (formerly Giddy} scientist and
President of the Royal Society. 1827-1830, during which time he judged the Clifton
Bridge competition; Captain Fitzroy of H.M.3. Beagle and Darwin fams; Professor
Wheatstone; Sir Witliam Snaw Harris (another of the original ‘Blue Friars’) also o
scientist; and Sir Richard Owen {a friend of James Meadows Rendel}--to name but a
few.

On 25 October 1839, Caroline entered in her journal:

.. G Wightwick and others dined with us. He talked agreeably ahout capital
punishment, greatly doubting it having any effect in preventing ¢rime . ..

B

Throughout the 1830s, George had an extensive architecturat practice in Devon
and Cornwall.? He designed buildings in hoth Classical and Gothic styles but, unfor
tunately for him, his idea of church Gothic was more in sympathy with that af late
Cieorgian architects, and he failed to change his outlook in the 1840s. His designa
and ideas were castigated by the Eecfesiclogist and he began to lose hia church
COMMISS$ions.

{1t 1848 he became President of the Plymouth Atheneum where he frequently
lectured, but soon the increasing competition posed by some of his former pupils
added to his worries and although he was plessed by Lheir success he was neverthe-
legs personally overcome by a sense of failure. As if that were not enough, he began
to realize that almost ail of the audience at his lectures had come only to be enter-
tained. In 1851, after seeing no progpect of recovering his former position, George
gave up his practice in favour of bis step-hrother and partner, Walter Damant, and
then retired.

Caroline ¥ox recorded the departure of the Wightwick's from Plymouth in her
journal on the 27th June:

. Saw George Wightwick who with wife and other furniture. is starting for
Clifton to live. He showed us two portraits of himself: one by young Onpie, so good
that he says if he saw s fly on its nose he should certainly scratch his own; the
other by Talfourd, catching a womentary passionate gleam of dramatic
expression — a fine abstraction . .. .

In 1858, George was awarded a Silver Medal by the Royal [nstitution of British
Architects for an essay on the Architecture and Genius of Sir Christopher Wren tthe
man from whom he drew his inspiration). In 1867, he mourned the loss of his wife
who had suffered  gradual paralysis and in fanuary 1868, he was married again—
this time to Lsabella. eldest daughter of Samuel Jacksen, a landscape painter of
Clifton.
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Then at Portishvad on ¢ July 1872, twa manths short of his 70th birthday, George
Wightwick—Brother Locke—architect, writer, brilliant conversationalist, story
teller, actor, entertainer, always theacrical and slightly larger than life--was oo
more.
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ROADS IN SOUTH DEVON
Notes campiled by John R, Pike

There is no full history of road reanspart, for specific aspects see below,

1765

1765

1809

1821

1831

1840

1874

c1870- 1 HHD

1898
1903

1904

L907

S0

1913

1920

i929

1834

Irat velinble map of Devon (Scale 17 Lo tml} by Benjamin Donn;
mpdern reprint pub. by Kxeter University, 1965,

Kevberry Bridge Turnpike Urust formed (5 Geo, [1 ¢, 70) For history
if the local tuvupilkes see Biblings, Torguay 1973 pa8: Paignton 1974
p% Brixham 1974 plLi).

Firgt edition of the Ordnance Survey trep. by David & Chavtes).
Torquay and Dartmouth T.P.'s "Prusts mevped. Many new roads built
see JUT, White's Torguey 1878 ppl58-9: Kanelsky: Devon tollhouses
1976,

Dartmouth Higher Ferry opened see Blewilt pid9 and Hendel's News
July! August TOBL: Freeman: Dartmonth (V83

Torbay Road started: previous one partisliy destroyed 1824, From
1847 1ssues of the Torquay Directory contain reporis of monthly Trust
meetings and of news items. Some are indexed st Torquay Library.
Toll systern abandoned in Torbay. Kelly's Directory of Devon 1875 has
a “roads” section in its editorial section.

Owmnibus services operating see Bib. Guides Torquay pdd: Paignton
pla.

Themas Adams operating the LIF L steam bus in Paignton.

First steam bus Chelston - Sirand see Fisher Barhany Torbay Truns-
port 1980,

GWER motor buses running between Torquay and Paignton see Bib.
Gratdle Torguay pd4.

Torguay Tramways start using the Dolter stud system. see Fisher
Barham; Gentry, P.W. Tramicays of the West of England Ellis, A.C.
{Hfistoriced Survev pa33.

Conversian to overhead wires and trams run through to Paignton,
Taoral cost 260,000, sce¢ Bib, Guide Paignton p44.

Grey Torpedo Cars formed and the start of the charabanc era see PBV
Circle: Histary of the Llevon €leneral This is 8 very detailed and
technical uceount of many of the small South Devon bus companies as
well,

Prospectus for Grey Cara Ltd see Tarquay Directory 23 June 1920 {an
example of how advertisements can aid local historians).

Route reorganisation in Paignton see Bib, Guide Paignlon pld and
Andersen, R.C. Hiscory of the Western National 1979,

{ast trams ran in Torbay.

[For the later history and the merging of companies and the rivalry
between them use the Bib, Guides, Fisher Barham and the History of
the Devon General (A new work on Lhe history of local Lransport is
being written by Mr L. Folkard),

The Chronological Record of events reluting to Torquay and neighbonr
Aood by R, Dymond and J.T. White is a useful record from early times
to LBS0. It should be remembered that it is selective and represents the
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interests of its Victorian compilers, and the newspaper files should be
consulted as well. An annual chronology of local evenls was published
in the Torquay Directory at the end of each year until 1928, Some
complete sets are in Torquay Library and Torquay Museum,

RAILWAYS IN SOUTH DEVON
Notes compiled by John R. Pike

There is an extensive bibliography. Note particularly:
MacDermmot F.F. and Clinker C.R, History of the GWER v 2, 2nd ed. 1973,

‘Thomas, D.

St 1. Hegional hist. of railways: West Country 5th ed. 1981,

Rolt, [.'C.C. Isamburd Kingdon Brunel 1957 {Penguin 1970).
Noble, C.B. The Brunels: father and son 1938,
Gregory, RUEL The South Devon Ratliway 198%,

Plans of projected railways were deposited with the Devon Quarter Sessions
Court; they are listed in the Devon Record Office Brief Guide Parl 1, 1969, p3h. For
Torbay material see the Bibliographical Guides for Torguay 1973, Paignton 1974,
and Brixham 1974, and White and Dymond’s Chronological Becord of Torquay &
neighbourhoud 1880 pp 3048,

Brief chronology

1832
1836

1843

1844 {(Jul}
1844 {Oct)
1845

1846 (May)
1846 {Aug)

1846 (Nov)
1848 {Dec)
1851 (Dec)
1852-53
18563

1883

1854

2 proposals for railways from Newton to Torquay.

Plans deposited for the Londoen, Exeter & Falmouth Railway possibly
the one surveyed by Brunel (Relt p 2130

Prospeclus for Lhe Plymiouth, Devenport and Exeter Railway Co.
Participating companies, GWR, Bristol & Exvter, Bristol &
Gloucester, Name changed to:

Sowuth Devon Radlieny Act received Royal Assent. LK. Brunel chief
engineer 5o a broad-gaunge line,

Survey of line frorm Newton Lo Torquay Harbour commenced.
Dartmouth, Brixham, Torbay, Exeter and North Devon Junction
Raitway plans deposited. (A standurd gauge line to link with another
at Exetery.

S.D. Railway opened to Teignmoulh: to Newton Abbot in Dec.
S5.D.R (Amendments & Branches) Act received  Royal Assent
{authorising a railway from Newton Abbot to ‘a certain field in
Tormohum').

Plans being made for an extension inta Torquay and Lo Brixham.
Line to Forquay {at Torre Station) apened. First train hauled by
Trurns ((GWR 2-4-0).

First recorded railway aceident at Torquay (Lawes Bridgel.

Further propodals for extending line into ‘Targquay.

Dioubling af line fram Newtan to Totnes commeneed, Torquay branch
used as far as Aller where a junction was created,

Prospectus for the Dartinouth Railway Co. tssted. {Plaus deposited
deseribe it as the Dartmouth, Torquay & South Devon Railway.)
Torquay Railway Extension Bill subumitted but luter withdrawn,
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1857
1858 (Jan}
1859

1859
1860 (Auy)

1861
1862

1862

1864 {Aung)
1864
1864 {Det}
1865
1568
1870 iMay)
1871
1871

1874
1875 {Aug}
1876 {Feb}

1877
1878 (Bept}
1882
1887
1388
1858
1891
1892 (May)
LB97
1903
1906
1910
18410
1912
1925

1927 {Apr)

Dartmouth & Torbav Railway Act received Hoyal Assent.

“Tirst sod” eut at Torre,

Line opened to Paignton. New ‘Torquay Station” overlocking Tor
Abbey Sands,

Notice of the incorporation of a company to build a harse tramway
frent the Station to the Pier lut Vaughao Parade).

Relreshinent room opencd at. Torquay Station by Me Cash of the
Guaeens Hotel.

Brixham Rtpad {Churston Station) opened. Newton Station rebuilt.
S3.D.R. now responsible fur aperating line from Torquay to Churston.
Paignton gnods shed completed.

Plying Dutehman express started (From 1864 it can to and from
Plymouth).

Line npened to Kingawear (Hoadown).

Torbay & Hrixham Railway Act passed.

Rail and river Dare Trip introduced.

Coal siding and shipping place built at Kingswear.

Torbay & Hrixham Railway line opened for traffic.

Accident at Kingswear.

Debenture cdebt of the Dartmouth & Torbay passed to GWR.

Large mecting at Torquay declared in favour of extending line to
Torquay Harbour; a week later an equally large meeting declared
against.

Third line laid to Aller, and Torquay branch separate again.
Runaway train al Torguay Station.

Great Western Railway took over the lines in the South West, the
Bristol & Fxeter, South Devon and Cornwall Railways.

Double lines extended to Torquay: new station, the present one built.
Saxby’s Patent Signals installed at Torquay Station.

Petition 30£t long submitted to GWR re difficuities caused by broad-
gauge.

Footbridge erected at Torbay Road crossing, Paignton.

Paignton jeined outery for gauge change.

“Automatic” crossing gates installed in Torbay Road, Paignton:
double swing-gates at Sands Road.

Torguay brought within 5 hours running time from London.

Gauge conversion between 21st and 22nd.

Proposal for a Totnes, Paignton & Torbay Railway submitted. GWR
opposed.

Laundslip at Hollacombe, Paignton improved, down platform widened
and fitted up with waiting-room.

Opening of line via Westbury reduced journey-time Paddington-
Torquay to 3 hours 50 minules.

Double tracks laid from Torguay te Paignton. “Breakneck™ tunnel
{133 yards} opened cut. Estimated cost £20,000,

Second class abandoned.

Fivst entry in Paignion Observer of Preston Platform beinp in use.
Proposed extension through the South Hams, Sir Felix Pole, GWR
General Manager at Torguay.

New Station at Newton Abbot opened.
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1928 Liub) Goodrington Sands Halt opened.

1929 “Torguay Pullman’™ inaugurated (Ran 1929 Summer only).

1931 (.i‘t])odrinng)n Sands goods-yard i use. Main building an 152 concrete
piles.

1938 {August Baok IHoliday) 20,000 people arrived in “Corquay. 50
additivnal excursions traing ran,

1939-45 The Railways at War; many RALF and other Service personnel carried.

1948 {Jun) Private eompanies including the GWR became British Railways.

1956 New Goodrington Station and Tanners Read bridge to beach opened.

1963 (May}  Brixham branch closed.

1972 Dart Valley Railway Co. took over the section from Paignton to
Kingswear. '

Many contemporary accounts appear in local newspapers: consult

Torquay Directory from 1849 {Torquay Llbrary and Museum)
Torquay Times from 1865 (files incomplete} {Torquay Library)
Western Morning News fromn 1860 {also not completa) {Plymouth
Library)

Paignton Ghserver from 1892 {Torguay Library}

A MOORLAND HEALER

The following anecdote, is given to us by the Heverend Canon E F. Hall, Canor Hall,
formerly Archdeacon of Totnes, now aged 97 lives in retirement at Leusdon, to
which he first went as vicar in {9210

Siaty years ago Grarny Turner of Corndon Ford Farm, Poundsgate, had a great
reputation for curing skin troubles and people came La her from all over the Moor.
5he had svme knawledge of herbs, which she picked from the River Webburn, and
matle up her own vinlment which she smoothed inlo the skin, wrapped up in a
bandage aud told the patient to come back in a month's time.

| triad to find out details. She said, ‘You will need the milk of a red cow, the wool of
i black sheep and a sprig of hawthorn', and added with a twinkle, "but it does not
matter about the hawthor.’

[ aaicdl, *Yes, Granny, the milk to mix up the ointment and the wool for the bandage
— and what then?’ She replied, ‘I strike them.” which puzzled me until 1 remembered
the Bibie story of Naaman the leper who thought the prophet could *strike his hand’
over his skin and he would be cured. Then I saw that ‘strike’ was the old Fnglish for
‘stroke’. 5o Granny gently massaged in the ointment, “striking’ it in.

"And then, Granny’, 1 said, 'What next?’ She rephied, 'T make the sign of the Cross
and T say "In numny dumnay”.” She had not any ideo where the words came frowm,
but i recognised them as '{p nomine Domini Patris . .. and Lacin hud nat heen heard
in a church service up here for over four hundred years! [L bad been handad down in
the family, one of our pldest Moor familes.

Now her grandsen, who runs the farm. has bought a television. I shall encourage
him to iisten to the Pope at Easter giving his blessing from 5t Peter's, Rome, and he
will say, “The Pope got that from my granny.’
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Reviews

Ottery St Mary by John Whitham, Phillimore, 124pp. £8.95.

Until My Whitham produced Uhis book, there was no history of Ottery St Mary.,
There were books on the Coleridge family, and an aceount of the manor of Ottery in
the late seventeenth century, and various articles on the church and the College. but
the history of the town itself had not heen examined.

This haak is arranged chronologically, and deals fairly briefly with the history of
the town up to the faunding of the College in 1337 by Bishop Grandison. The history
of the College and its dissolution is dealt with more fully, and there are then
chapters on the Kings School. on Stuart and Georgian times in Ottery, and on
Samuel Taylor Coleridge and his not very happy relationships with his family in
Ottery. Finally there is a chapter on Victorian Ottery, and an account on the hig
houses, Cadhay, Knightsone, Thorne, Heleombe, and the Chanters House that lay
within the very large parish.

Mr Whitham tells us about the fire of 1866, recently celebrated in a Community
Play; about the founding of the Cottage Hospital in the late nineteenth century out
of the munificence of Isabella Elliot; about the Ottery factory, now Otter
Switchgear, built by Sir George Yonge of I3scot, with its, perhaps unique, tumbling
weir.

There are also some details of the Corn Ricts of 1766 when food prices were very
high, and of Willlam Browne, the Poet, and Alexander Barclay, who was a monk atl
Ottery in the early fifteenth century and wrote ""The Ship of Fools™, though one
would hardly agree with Mr Whitham that this was one of the “‘great books in the
Enplish language.”.

'Phe dramatic events at Ottery during the Civil War, in the autumn of 1645, are
also recalled, though it is unlikely that it was the plague that killed off so many
soldiers and townsfolk, since it is referred to as the “New disease™.

Perhaps what is lacking in this work is a sense of continuity of the life of the
people of Ottery over the centuries, the way they made a living, their wealth or
povecty at different times, and their relationship with the menks of the College and
with their successors. To compare Ottery, its size, wealth, und status with other
towns, Honiton for instance, would be interesting. We would not know from the
hook that Ottery. unlike Honiton, and even Woodbury, was never a “Borough”,
though it had a fair and a merket; nor that it preserved at least the rudiments of an
open-field system at the end of the seventeenth century. and that its land tenures
were varied and peculiar. Manorial documents for Ottery survive in some numbers,
but they do not seem to have been much used. There are some printing errors:
“Penrith”, on p. 7 should be “Penwith", “PitL" on p. 86 should be “Futt™. 1t must
also be said that there were never 400 ‘Minster’ churches in Devon.

But these are mostly academic comments, and they should not deter anyone from
reading what is a long needed. and good historical guide to Ottery St Mary.

Habin Stanes
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Devan' Age of Elegance edited by Peter Hunt. Exeter, Bevon Books, 160pp. £9.95
ISBN 0 86114 750 2

Devon historians tust praise the initiative of the County Council in making some of
the splendid collections in the County Archives and the West Country Studies
Library available to a wider audience through the contents of this attractively
produced volume. 1t is always a problem deciding at what level Lo pitch such a work
and this is avowedly aimed at ‘those with a general rather than a scholastic
interest’, though this (biased) scholastic reviewer feels that the editor has perhaps
ungterestimated both the extent of scholarship the general reader will take and also
the exteut to which scholars can mmform the general reader on such material. The
Lheme of the volume is that Devon’s ‘architecture and the stylo of life reached a peak
of elegance during the first fifLy vears of the nineteenth century’, and it is substan-
tiated by ninety-seven contemporary prints {the hook's crowning glory) and by
fragments from the socisl life of Mary Cornish at Plymouth and Lady Paterson at
lixeler. There is however more difficulty than the editor would admit in fitting into
this framework the main text used—selections from the journals of the Reverend
Jobn Swete on tours of Deven in the 1790s—for Swete set out to look [or
pirturesgue Devon andd not for elegant Devon, Swete was following a voutomporary
vogue initinted by William Gilpin, whose picturesgue tours of South Wales, the
Lake District and the Highlands were published between 1782 and 1789, 1f his train
of thought, snd indeed, his very languege are to be understood it might have been
helpful to have reproduced some of Swete's 'amateurish watercolours’ painted when
he found the picturesque, and especially to have explained the word ‘picturesque’
itself, which occurs so often in Swete's journals. Gilpin defined it as “that kind of
beauty which would look well in & picture’, and the type of picture he had in mind
was tha! of the fashionable landscape paintings of Claede Lorraine, Gaspard
Poussin and Salvatore Rosa which combined perspective with intricacy and
variely--Lthe latter two facets thought essential by Uvedale Price in his Fzasay on the
Picturesque in 1794, Swete thus searched Devon with a very precise picture in nind,
one focussed on a particular Lype af lundscape which prefernbly included ruins a
major source of intricacy and variety). Landscape preoceupies Swete and his view of
Llevon’s "age of elegance’ has to be gleaned from some delicious asides on the towns
and houses he passed on his way, some of which indeed were very inelegant!
Thorverton he thought ‘a mean straggling town’, Coombe Martin ‘a long scattering
dilapidated village', the Dunkeswell area so miserable that he ‘got away from this
region of want as fast as the hills and stoney roads would permit’. At times his
memory fails him so that he transposes houses and naimes — near Bideford he comes
to ‘Cleveland owned by Mr Tapley’ and on poeints like this the accompauying edit-
orial might have been more helpful with correction or elucidation. The leaning of the
commentary is ruther to detail what has happened to places since Swete visited
them and histortans may well find this irritating. Once accepted on his own terms
Swete has so many colourful vignettes of late eighteenth century Devon that ane
longs for maore of the Reverend at the expense of information that Brixham now
lands 47% of Devon’s fishing catch, ampunting to 8,800 tonnes in 1881 and employ-
ing 3-400 people. One final wish would be for a map or maps to chart the course of
Swetr's journeyings, but, such grumblings apart, there is something for everyone in
this book and it savours the appetite for more,

Michael Duffy

The swift foot of time: an Australinn in England 193845 by Nancy Phelan, Quartet
Baoks, 10983, 232 pp. £9 05, (SBN 0 908128 21 6.

Noney Phelan is an Australian who bought a one-way ticket to England by boat in
1938 for £40—how times have changed! Arriving in London, she got a job' as a
waitress for Quatity Lons, then she became v demonstrator for Pears Soap in th
Midlands, then she sold horoscopes for Madawme Sybellina. In her lively account ot
her experiences, she tells us something aboul English life and customs .f(}rFy or 80
vears age. All this is compellingly set down but Lhe justificalion for reviewing this
book in the Peven Historian is the second half of the book. A unexplallmed preg-
nancy leads Lo Lhe birth of Vanessa in warLume Britain. As a woman with a baby,
Nancy Phelan was evacuated to North Devon where she was hlll(‘ttrfi first in
Churchill Farm and then at Arlington Rectory. Of her tiree there she pltawdes a per-
ceptive, revealing, and on occasion hilarious account. Life in Churchill was a real
education. Naney Phelan learned to light fires, skin rabbits, make brread apd quh
sheets in the open and life was spiced with gossip and with public occasions like
weddings. There was a sturdy conservative radicalism about the villagers Mrs
Phelin met and a strong suspicion of the outside warld. News of the bombing of
Plymouth evoked a feeling of sympathy for "all they paor sharks burned in their
beds'. Still, the local view was that it ‘serves un right. “Tes their own fault for living
in they cities’. And then Naney Phelan and Vanessa went to live at Arlington
Rectory and life became much more comfortuble, no waler ta carry, no sheetsl Lo
wash, floors to serub, windows to clean or wood to cut. And there are many stories:
of villagers unrecognisable when they wore hats and had Lheir Leeth in tor special
occasions, of men in bowler hats refused information about their whereilhuul‘:s
because they might be German parachutists und so on. The last parl of the l)@k is
dominated by Arlington Court. The jocals scoff at the National Trust plaque in the
church with reference to Miss Chichester's “many acts of kindness'. ‘Praaper old
devil, ‘miserable old toad’ was the view of the residents on the estate as they
remembered employees sacked without reason or evicted on the slightest pretext.
But when Mrs Phelan went back in 1981 she found that times had changed. The
National Trust had improved the cottages which are now used as holiday lets. The
locals peed housing but they cannot afford to pay the rents set by the Trust so they
meve away. [t is sometimes said that a spectator sees more of the game Lhap tl.m
players. This extremely readable beok provides a lively and vivid picture o? life in
North Devon during the second world war, Such accounts muke a real contribution
to the historieal record—and there should be more of them.

Wealter Minchinion

Devon and Somerset Mines: metaltiferous and associated minerals 845-1913
compiled by Roger Burt, Peter Waite and Hoy Burnley. University of Exeter, 1984,
xxviil, 138 pp. £3.95, (SBN 0 85989 201 8

"Phis is the sixth velume in a series of statistical volumes drawing va the published
annual volumes of The Mineral Statistics of the United Kingdom from their begin-
ning in the mid-ninetecnth century until the eve of the first world war. The ir_1f(1rA
mation is presented on a mine-by-mine basis with a minimum of editorial adjust-
ment but with the locations altered where necessary to current usage. Ordnance
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Survey grid references have been added. "This volume pravides a valuable record of
production and employment, at the individual mines together with sowe information
about ownership and mansgement which will make it a useful baok to consult. But
there are some quirks which no doubt will be blamed on the compuater. Some Cornish
mines appear in the Devou list and some Devon mines in the Somerset tist with some
mines from further afield. This means that while the entry numbers can be used as
identification, they cannot be used for totals. Some of the grid references are
missing and not all of them are accurate. The volume also fulls short of the claim on
the back cover that ‘this {is) the most comprehensive field puide to the stili
substantial surface and underground remains of both counties’ since it serves
neither. There are no maps, apart from the map reference no inforiation is given
about the surface remains and nothing is said at all about what survives under-
ground. Further, since the entrics appear alphabetically under mines’ names, it
would have been useful to have had an index of places, But it is the introduction
with its ten stutisticul tubles which is most anhelpful. In no sense do Devon and
Sumerset torm a regional economy and to total production for the two counties just
mukes the tables unusebul. [t is to be hoped that, when this most useful volume is
reprinted, the introduction and its wables will be reviged.

Walter Minchinton

Eighteenth century Iixeter by HNobert Newton. University of Bxeter, 1084, x, 192
pp. £7.95. [SBN 0 85089 255 7 »

Piccemerl in sepoarate volumes, the history of Exeter since the mid-sixteenth
century is brinyg re-written. Wallace MucCafirey deseribed the growth of an English
country town hetween 1540 and 1840 and, taking a more limited canvas, Willian
Stepheny provided a study of the industrial and cornmercial development of the city
between 1625 and 1688. To follow his Victorian Exeter which covered not only the
reign of Victoria from 1837 to 1901 bul also the period to 1914, Bobert Newton
oceupled his last years with research on the previous century or se. Published
pasthumously. this book is concerned with a rather longer period than the title
suggests since it covers the years from 1688 to 1835 {did nothing happen in 18367).
The limits are determined by political events. This book begins with the Glarious
Hevelution of 1688 and ends with the aftermath of the Municipal Corporations Act
of (834. And. as the titles of some of the chapters indicute - "The Chamber: “the
most wise and gravest”, ‘Party Politics 1688-1760" and “The Chamber 21 Work™ --
the emphasis is on local politics, where Dr Newton felt happiest, though there isa
chapter which deals with ‘the spirit of improvement’ which. he argues, hegan in 1769
with the erection of the hotel in the Close, which we now know as the Roynl Clnrenee,
and ended with the construction of the Higher Market in 1835, Fnpagingly written,
there are many sentences which evoke vivid pictures of what life must have been like
in Exeter at this time. But it is & book which logks back to previous fashions of
historical writing, as Dr Newton argues, Exeter looked back to the halycon days of
its early eighteenth century prosperily, and sometimes Dr Newton seems to be more
annalist than historian. Wis book is based on a study of local records and news-
papers but, apart from publivhed calendars, does nat use national archives, As the
author guite property affirms 1n his introduction, this plensantly allusive volume is
'a portrait rather than an sanalysis™

Walter Minchinton

Bis

The Last Popular Rebellion: The Western Rising of £685 by Robin Clifton pp X! and
308, Maurice Temple Smith. 1984, £17.50.

The rebellion is, of course, Monmouth's, the Lercentenary of which has been celo
brated Lhis summer with high jinks in Somerset, where decisive defeat was met at
Sedgemoor, and, more modestly, by a series of lectures in Devon, less directly
involved but contributing some huudreds to the Duke’s army and a score of victims
for James [['s inexorable revenge. Iir Robin Clifton-—one of Devon’s commemor-
ative lecturers—admits that "the rebellion is one of the most over-wrilten insur
ractions in Fnglish history'. He justifies his own study Dby stressing cerlain
novelties of appreach and emphasis, notably a more systematic invesligation than
ever befare of the economic, social and religious gualities of Lhe region, But the best
justification for any book is the book itself. On this count The Lasr Popular
febollion was well worth doing and has been well done.

Dr Clifran brings out many long-term significances of the rebellion. “H signalled
the appearance of the standing professional army in England.” Jumes 11 put that in
jeopardy when he set out to catholicise it, but under William 111 it would become
permanent, welcome, almost to the propertied classes as a guarantee of order and in
iLs nfficering a form of outdoor relief to their younger sons. Monmouth's consider-
able suceess in getting so many respectable craftsmen and farmers into arms for a
politico-religious cause frightened the élite, because these rebels were not called out
or coerced by their betiers, but moved to action by their thoughtful perceptions of
their own interests. Men of subslance showed how swiltly they had learned a lesson
when they insulated the Revolution of 1688-89 from the lower orders and made it
Clorious in that as well as in its lack of bloodshed and its essentially conservative
settlement.

Dr Clifton, who has written before vn the potency of anti-popery throughout the
seventeenth century, underlines how much support flowed to Monmouth because he
appealed to both positive protestantism (chiefly nonconformist) and to ‘no popery’,
at & time when religion, always a potential source of canflict, was likely to set a
Catholic King against his subjevts, For morve conformable imen, Monmouth's was, of
course, the wrong rising—too soon znd too radical--but within four years they had
settled their problem to their own satisfaction, thus ensvring a firm protestant sue-
cession and throwing as a sop to dissenters o limited Toleration Act,

The chapter on ‘the campaign’ vf retribution in the west is particularly judicious,
humane without overheated polemics. 1t notes Jeffreys’ odd restraint at Excter
Assizes immediately after the brutal exemplary punishments in Dorset. 26 rebels
were presented. (Since there were at least 300 Devonians involved in the rising. the
haul of the JPs and other lecal authorities suggests some lack of diligence on Lheir
part). Of the 26, three, who pleaded not guilty, were adjudged guilty, sentenced and
executed more or less immediately. The rest, admitting guilt, were sentenced to
death certainly, but implementation was left sine die. Fxplanation for this sudden
change lies in the king's urge to make a profit and dispense patronage by selling
rebels as indentured servants in the West Indies, and in Jeffreys' desire by
obedience Lo secure the newly-vacant Lord Chancellorship. He got it, but shortly
after his return Lo Lovdon, and clearly at royal orders which betoken some change of
heart, warrants went out for further executions. In Devon ten more rebels were
hanged, drawn and quartered. Bits of them were exhibiled in towns and villages
that had shown sympathy with Monmouth. Revulsion at this appalling gesture was,
sugpesls Dr Clifton, "the earliest of James 11's disastrous series of miscaleulations’,
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which brought him to deposition and exile,

The Last Populur Rebellion is by a mile the best survey vo fur of the rebellion and
its context. It establishes vividly and yet with consummate schalarship the viial
historical significonce and qualities of what has sometimes been dismissed s 'a
mere episode’. Robert Dunning's The Monmouth Rebellion Wimborne: Dovecote
Press Paperbacks 1984, 95 pp. £4.50) would nol pretend to compete with it. But this
‘guide to the rebellion and Bloody Assizes’ is an intelligent and informed com-
memorative for 1985, attractively produced and for its price lavishly iHusatrated. The
author knows the sources and secondary material for what, like Dr Clifton {whaose
book appeared toc late for him to use). he sres as "the last genuine radical rebellion in
English history . His book is o bargain by any slandord and will be worth preserving
long after the immediate occasion for its publication has passed by,

Fean Hoots

Chudleigh: a chronicle by Anthony Crockett. Devon Books. RS, 128 pp. £6.05,
ISBN ¢ 86114 757 X

Chambers’ Dictionary defines an mmateur s 'an enthusiast; one who cultivates a
study or art for the love of it". Anthony Crockelt is an amateur historian in every
sense; his research is thorough and his style of writing so entertuining that A
Chudleigh Chronicle, as the title appears pn the verso throughout, proved to be a
book very difficult to put down. Btarting as it were at the beginning, he covers five
hundred years of the town's history using principally the records 'written” by the
townspeople themselves, the parish registers, overseers of the poor account books
and parish minutes among others. Together they cover an impressive fength of time
commencing in the fifteen-«ighties,

There are so many intercsting facts about the district in its pages that is imposs-
ible to do more than to select one or Lwo at random. [n 16801 KElizabeth Courtenay
made her will and among her instructions was the bequest of 'my new dwelling
house' or ‘mansian house in and uppon the said farme or tenament called Ughrooke’
to her daughter Anne and at her death to her grandson Thomas Clifford. This was
the start of the family's sssociation with Ugbrooke which of course still continues.
The Chudleigh briets cover half a century from 1672 and show how much the
inhabitants contributed to causes, some far away from the little town on the edge of
Dartmoor; for example there was the ‘amount of a Collection towards the
Hedemption of poor distressed Captives in Algiers’ nearer home was ‘20 shillings
for sundry inhabitants of Topsham who suffered great losses by fire’. However one
eutry fram the parish minutes snd a¢eounts, which is sarlier, records: 'Collected in
the Church af Chudleigh towards the building of the Church of St Paul in London
the sume of four shillings threepens’. That was of course in 1666, the year of the
Great Fire.

Each chapter has a bibliography; there is an excellent index which is not so often
found these days; the illustrations sre well-chosen and the standards of typography
and production sre exceptional. [t is indeed a credit to Devon Books, the new
imprint, which ia offering opportunities to both past and present Devon writers.

A glance at Devon Record Office’s Parish Poor Law records in Devon shows that
the documents, similar to those af Chudletgh, of many towns and villages in the
County have been depnaited there: Anthony Crockett has peinted the way to others
as to how they may be exploited. 'To many people in South Devon it was just the
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town on the A38 where ‘the traffic was bumper-to-bumper on Saturdays . . .
Crossing the road was only for Lhe voung and active . . . noxious fumes hung
permanently in the air' {page 13}. Holiday traffic now speeds by on the other side of
the hill, and the old market town can rebuild its community life in the new-found
peace,

John B Pihe

Walkhampton: The Story of a Parish, Written and published by L._Govier ip flid of
the Church Restoration Fund, 1984. 48 pp. £2. Available from Miss M. Lillicrap,
Brookside, Walkhampton {plus postage).

In this booklet Lionel Govier has presented the fruits of many yoars of meticulous
research in a clear and comprehensive style. Described as a history of Walkhampton
‘from Bronze Age to Present Day’ the study covers the origin of the parish—with
approximately two-thirds of it moorland, one of the largest in Devon-—the two
manors, medieval courts and industry, much information on the parish chuvch and
on more secular records, schools, Methodist, the police, and industrial and village
developments of the past century.

The author, who for many yeuars was headmaster of the village's Lady Modyford
Schoo! (new the Primary School), explains in a foreword that the compilation was
produced somewhal urgently in response to request in the face of the church’s need
for substantia! restoration funds, and that his account has been partly adapted and
summerised from his earlier writings far the village. As a result the reader does
encounter some slight repelitions, hut these are hardly noticeable and of no
disadvantage if one is referring to just isolated sections of the well-headed text.
Sadly, his remark of being urged to write the history ‘before [ was “gathered to my
fathers™ " proved all too timely, for Lionel Govier died shortly after it appeared in
print.

'Phree photographs, snd Lwo skilful drawings by Mr Govier himself are provided,
also a map of the parish. which hardly resches a standard that the text deserves.
Obviously it suffers from size reduction to fit page size, and farm names are not
easily read. But the valuable account is one: that will make the reader want to visit or
revisit Walkhampton and will be of speieal interest to those with roots there or who
tive in or stay in the parish.

Helen Harris

Proceedings of The Plymouth Athenaeum Vol V (1978-82) 112 papes. (Price not
given, but enquiries to W.E. Pope, Secretary to the Proceedings Committee, The
Plymouth Athensenm, Derry's Cross, Plymouth. PL1 25W).

The varied range of talks and lectures detailed in the Athenaeum's preceedings
makes one n trifle envious of these who live close enough to city life to be able to
henefit, although, alas, there is a limit to the number of organisations to which one
can reasonably belong. However, the volume does provide some compensation, for
besides giving an account of each year’s programme, thirteen of the lectures are
given in text, for leisurely perusal and permanent record. Amongst Lhem, accounts
of various village histories are particularly interesting: of 5t Budeaux by E.R.
Harrig, Tamerton Foliot by P.S. Bebbington, Plymsteck by Mrs E. Arnoid, and
Plymptan St Maurice by Mrs . Mills.

Helen Flarris
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