





EDITORIAL

We were delighted to hear at our AGM last October that Mrs Helen Harris had
agrecd to take on the editorship of the Deron Historian. The next issue {October
1985} will therefore be under new management. Helen Harris is, of course, alrendy
known to historians in Devon and much farther afield through her books and news-
paper articles, notably The industrial archaeology of Dartmosr, The Bude Cunal
and The Grand Western Canal, all of which are models of scholarship and technical
prroduction, auguring well for the future of the Devon Historian.

[t was the enthusizsm and commitment of our first editor, Rabin Stanes, which
in large part provided the tmpetus to launch the Deven Historian and after vight
years he handed over a very flourishing concern. Antther seven years on, thanks
to o never-failing supply froun you the confributors and the constant suppart and
advice of our officers, ! can report that the journal is stilf reassuringly robust,
[Lobin has alwayvs repretted that we do not publish more of the *heow to’ articles,
guiding amateurs in the methodology of rescarch. Unfortunately such articles are
rarely submitted. Helen Harris will perliaps not thank me for saying this but it is
good to know that if none are forthcoming in future our new editor is exception-
ally wel qualified to remedy the deficiency !

I should like to thank in particular our Freasurer, David Edmund, for his many
good counsels and James Gould of the University of Exeter Teaching Services
Centre for his help in the production and printing of the journal, From now on,
please send any manuscripts for consideration to: Mrs Helen Harris, Hirondelles.
22 Churchill Road, Whitchurch, Tavistock. Please continne to send to me at the
Devon & Exeter Institution any books for review and also any details of society
meetings, lectures, outings, ete. for inclusion in the combined lst we send to
members twice a year,

Sheila Stirling

DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

The following numbers of The Devon Historiun can be cbtained for £1.00 (plus
postage) from Mrs 8. Sticting, Devon & Excter [nstitution, 7 The Cloge, Exeter:
MNos. -6, 8-10, 12-14, 17-21, 24-26. Alw available {all prices plus postage): Devon
Newspapers, 6Qp. Index to Devon Histarian 1-15, 20p; Devon Bibliography 1980
(=DH No.22), 50p, Devon Bibliographty 1981, 60p.

The THon, Secretary, Mr John Pike, 82 Hawkins Avenue, Chelston, Torguay,
would be glad to acquire copies of The Devon Hirtorian Nes. 7, 11, 15, 16, 23
which are now out of stock.
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Reproduced by pernrission of Jemes Woollcombe

Dartmouth Floating Bridge, designed 1829, Note single chain aperation, changed
to twin chain before the bridge was inaugurated.

ferry at Greenway {opposite Dittisham)} and the Kingswear ferry,* some two miles
down river, But the problem remained . ... How to bridge the River Dart?

[n theory, the problem was resolved during the second hall of 1829 when
Rendel designed a new ferry-boat. This new craft appeurs to have been a modifica-
tion of Lord Morley’s Flying Bridge. [t was designed to be operated by means of
an endless chuun cable which passed through brass collars fixed to the river bed
and was to he worked by machinery on the shore, But it was never built, [adeed,
the design was unceremoniously brushed to one side by Rendel himself when he
intraduced yet another plan; this time it was the Chain and Steam Floating Bridge,
based upon Nasmyth's idea.

[t is not known how Nasmyth - then Henry Maudslay’s assistunt workman -—-and
the already eminent civil engineer James Meadows Rendel came to be acquainted,
although Nasmyth himself makes confirmation that they were. It is however,
probable that an introduction was arranged by Maudslay who had known Rendel
for many years his work and his problems. Neither is it known what induced
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Rendel to realise, immediately, the potentiai of Nasmyth’s system for his own
design, although Nasmyth confirms that he did,

On October 3rd 1829 ifour months after Nasmyth's arrival in London}, James
Rendel and John Foulston, exhibited plans of the steam-driven Floating Bridge to
a crowded and highly respectable mecting held at the Castle Hotel, Dartmouth
where even James Elton decided (this time) not te throw any impediments in the
way of the proposed plan, Despite Further local opposition (much of it from the
Dartmounth Corporation) the new commumnication was finally appraved and, on the
17th June 1830, the Dartmouth Floating Bridee Bill received the Royal Assent.

The Flosting Bridge itself was built by Isaac Blackburn at Turnchapel and was
fitted with a steam engine and machinery by John Mare, ironfounder of Plymouth,
“The Puffing Giant' had arrived — the first-cver steam-powered Floating Bridge! 3

On 15th June B35, a letter o the Postimaster-Cicneral and signed by Lord
Morley and Colonel John Henry Seale, records:

“.... that the plan of passing carriages, herses and cattle over
broad rivers by a Floating Bridge, worked by Chain and Steam
or other power was first conceived by Mr. Readel in 1829 ....7

In 1843, the Royval Society of London hououred Rendel by electing him a
Fellow. His propasal certificate — zigned by men of great eminence, including
William Cubitt, George Rennie and Siv Mare [sambard Brunel — records and gives
testicnony to the importance of Rendel’s invention.

Rendel went an to design and establish other Chain and Steam Floating
Bricdges: at Saltash, Torpoint, Southampton and Gosport, and it was during a visit
to Devonport on 3rd July 1845 that {the now cminent engineer) Tames Nasmyth
witnessed, for the first time, the application of his system, Many years later — after
Rendel’s death in 1856 ~ Nasmyth recorded:

“ooo0 In 1R4S, 1 had the pleasure Lo see this simple mode of niov-
ing vessels along a definite course in most successful action at the
ferry across the Hamoaze at Devonport, in which my system of
employing the power of a steam engine on board the ferry-boat,
to warp its way along a submerged chain {cable) lying along the
bottom of the channel from side to side of the ferry, was most
ably carried out by my late, excellent friend James Meadows
Rendel Esq., civil engineer ., ,.”

Today, Floating Bridges still operate across the River Dart at Dartmouth? and
the River Tamar at Torpoint where Rendel established such craft 150 vears ago.
The firm that Rendel went on to found, is today still very active. Rendel, Palmer
and Tritton, Consulting Enginecrs, are now probably best known to the peneral
public for the design and supervision of construction of the Thames Flood Barrier
at Woolwich, officially opened on May 8th 1984 by H.M. the Queen.

APPENDIX

Dartmouth Floating Bridge (Founded 1830}

Principal Proprietors; First Earl of Morley, Col, John Henry Scale, George Stanley
Cary, Henry Woollcombe.

First Committee of Management {From 17th June 1830)
Sir Laurence Vaughan Palk, Col. John Henry Seale, George Staniey Cary, William
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John Clark, Henry Limbrey Toll, William Lamb Hockin, Charles Seale Huyne,
Nicholas Gillard and John Foulston the eminent Plymouth Architect, who also
helped to plan the project.

Capital Expenditure:

£ s d

Floating Bridge. (Twin hulls). ase 00
Engine and Chains. 750 0 0
Piers and Landing Places, a0 0 0
Contingencies. 50 0 0
£2550 6 ©

Daily Expenses (During first 3 years) . 4
I Man to attend bridge. 2 0
I Man to attend engine, 30
6 Bushels of coal. 50
10 6

Notes: .

1.  The tenm Tlying Bridge {instead of Floating Rridge) was used on the foundation stone
when 1t was laid at Lower Sandguay by Miss Seale on 28th April 1831, Tt was also used on
maps of that period.

2. lohn Fownes Luttrell, proprictor of the Kingswear Ferry, was paid an agreed sam af £60
per annum by the Dartmouth Tloating Bridge Co., to compensate him for luss of revenue
due to the competition offered by the Floating Bridge when it was inavgurated in 1831,

3. In November 1836, the 'company ' was forced to replace the stean engine, on the Floating
Bridge, with horse propulsion using a treadmill wincly, for economy reasons.

4. in September 1835, the Dantmouth Flouating Bridge {after 24 years) sank at its mooring
as the result of a violent storm. It was never again put into service, but in Cctober 1856,
the service was renewed when a stmilarly operated ‘bridee” ordered by Sir Henry Paul
Seale, and built by William Kelly of Dartmouth was established.,

Sources:

Morley Papers: Avc.69 (West Devon Area Record Office}

Seate Papets { Torquay Reference Library)

Post Office Archives

An Act for establishing a Floating Bridge over the Harbour at Dartmouth. Local &
Personal Acts, 2 Geo IV, cap.exxvil, 1830

Exerer Flying Post, May 4, 1831,

Western Times, Sept. 3, 1831,

Blewitt, Qctavian Parorama of Torquav; 2ud ed. 1833,

Butters, Valentine Guide to the Dart. 1851

Nasmyth, James An autebiography, new ed. {885,

Barton, D. B. The Cornish Beain Engine. 1966,

Rendel, I, M. “Torpoint Floating Bridge " in Frans. fust. Civil Eng, v.2, 1838,

Weleh, C. E. “The Iron Bridge at Piymoutly® in Trans. Deven. Assoc., v.98, 1966,

“Thames Flood Barrier’ in Rendels News, May [ June, 1984

THE CHURCH OF ST MARY AT TOTNES
E. N. Massan Philips

In Saxon times Totnes was an important burh with 4 mint and it is therefore
probable that there was a Saxon church but, if so, no truce now exists although
the supgestion is evidently confirmed by the inscription “SANCTA M..... ¥ ona
Suxon silver penny of King Eadwig (A 955-959) minted in Totnes, After the
Conguest, JTudhael the Ngrman lord of Totnes founded a priory, the later remains
of which are said to be incarporated in the present guildhall and adjacent buildings.
In 1088 Tudhael gave the church of St Mary of Totnes to the abbot — presumably
the original Saxon church; whether it continued also to serve the town or whether,
even in early days, there were two separate churches, is uncerfain and it is of little
value merely to speculate.

Fortunately, by the 15th century there is abundant evidence, documentary
and otherwise, to demonstrate that the bulk of the present parish church was then
in the process of erection, or perhaps re-erection, as a result partly of Bishop Lacy’s
action of 1432 where indulgences were pranted to all those who contributed
towards the building and construction of the new church and in accordance with an
agreement of 1445 between the priory and the borough, This new church consisted
originally of 4 nave with north and south aisles, a chancel and an impressive west
tower. There were doots at the west end, the south side, with a porch and chambet
above, the north side, and a priest’s door in the north wall of the chancel. The
sanctuary and the north and south chapels were separated from the nave and aisles
by & fine stone rood screen of 1459, and there were stone parclose screens hetween
the chancel and the two chapels. The rood loft was approached by a poreh inside
the chancel leading to a spiral stone staircase and a gallery along the top of the
north parclose screen. Also. at the narthern end of the rood loft, a rectangular
doorway and a spiral stairease in the north wall gave access to the roof above the
north chapel. When, at this time, the chancel was extended eastward, its north-east
corner actulally touched the south-west corner of the separate priory church, the
west tower of which was demolished to make room for the ealarged parish church.
This accounts for the curious feature of a diagonal arched passage (now blocked)
between the two buiklings to allow for a processional path round the new church,

Soon after the reformation the priory church was demolished and the parish
church stood alone, while the other remains of the priory were converted in 1553
into a guildhall, @ grammar school and a small prison.

Early in the 1%th century, by which time the church was full of box pews, it
was found necessary to increase the seating accommodafion by the provision of
large galieries, and by the building of an exterior north aisle also with a gallery
which was approached by a newel stair from an external door in a turret against
the notth wall.

Later, in the restoration of the church by Sir Gilbert Scott (¢, 1867), all the
giallecics were removed, and the exterior north aisle was extended westwards to its
present length, Also a new vestry was constnicted on the north side of the chancel,
and the ot vestry above the south chapel was removed, together with the roof-loft
on top of the screen. Af the same time, the fine 18th century baldachino over the
high altar was destroyed, and the 17th century Corporation seats in front of the
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screen were moved to their present position west of the cross-passage from the south
door 1o the north, The box pews were replaced by those now in the chureh, and
new windows were inserted througliout the building. Some of the older windows
were blocked up, either at this time or perhaps at an earlier period.

The fine west tower was built in the mid 15th century of red sandstone and
couglomerate from Lhe geological formation kttown as the New Red Sandstone or
Permo-Trias. Much evidence as to the work is given in Toines Caurt Rolls — thus in
1449 six supervisors, together with John Bastard, were appointed to organise the
building of the tower, and Roger Growdon became the master-mason. Orders were
given thal stones were ta be dug and the necessary tools provided. In 1450 the
number of supervisors was reduced to four, and it was ordered that a stone quay
be constructed al the riverside to land stones for the tower. The supervisors were
required to visit the belfries of Callington, Buckland, Tavistock and- Ashiburton to
select the hest design. Most authors, copying one another, identify Buckland as
Bucklond Brewer but it secms much mare likely that Buckland Meonachorum was
the fower visited. The quay was duly built the same year and in 1451 the quarrying
regan. [t was ordeved thal farge stones should be dug at the quarry by the parish-
ioners and thence brought by barge as far as the bridge, The stones wera not to be
teft in the water longer than 2 week but were to he taken promptly o the cemetery,
At the same time, those who possessed llorses were to provide stones for the
widening of the way near the bridde. It Qas been variously suggested that the quarry
was cither at Stoke Gabriel or on the northern side of Galmpron Creck, Unfortu-
nately for these rash assumptions, the fact is that there is no New Red Sandstone
at gither place — only grey limestone. In all probabhility the stone was derived Trom
one of the medieval quarries in the Palgnton area which also provided the red sund-
stone for Paignton church and for the adjacent walls and tower of the bishop’s
residence. This docs nor, of course, preclude the possibility that Stoke Gabriel or
Galmpton were used as river quays to ship stone from Paignton, U, for example, it
were goarried in the Collaton St Mary area it would have been passihble to transport
it overland to Stoke Gabriel for Joading on to barges. Another possibility, but this
is pure specalation, is that the stone was shipped from the ancient harbour af
Livermead (SX 904628) the remains of which are stil] visible at low tide, and thence
up the Dart to Totnes. There were medieval quarries at Corbyns Head, nearby, from
which the canons of Torre Abbey were taking red sandstone in the |2th century.

The handsome tower has angle buttresses set back from the corners, prominent
pinnacies and a projecting staiv turret on the south face. This turret and the two
southern huttresses have niches with figures. The central niche has a head with a 1all
mitre above the inscription | made thys fote™ and is assimied to represent Bishop
Lacy of Exeter who moy have paid for onc foot of the tower. On the left-hand
buttress there is the figure of o knight, with his right leg crossed over the left and
the foot resting on a dog. The right-hand buttress has the seated figure of 4 woman
with a draped skirt, Her hands appear to have held something on her lap, Presumably
this represents the Virgin and Child, with the child’s effigy now nussing. Lower
down on the south face of the tower 15 a fractured block with the initials “IP”.
There is a fine west doorway in wilite freestone, badly weathered. [t has ascgmental
arcl within a rectangular frame with quatrefoils and shields in the spandrels,

The south porch, with a chamber above approached by a stair turret and a
doorway in the south aisle, has an outer doorway in white freestone. This has a
pointed segmental arch, with a corresponding lload-mould terminating in two heads,
The arch is deeply hollow.moulded and ornumented with many square paterae,
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resembling four-petalled *flowers’, Above this, the south face of the porch gable is
clad i white freestone tprobably dating from the 17th century repairs) which has
wedthered so badly that three shields of arms are completely indecipherable. There
is evidence that the porch once possessed a stone-vaulted ceiling but this has been
replaced by wood, The inner doorway has a segmental pointed arch within g hollow-
moulded rectangular frame with similar ornament to the outer goorway. The
spandrels are filled with omamental foliage and shields — that on the lefl is indis-
tinguishalite but the right-hand shield bears the arms {three shovellers) of Bishop
Lacy. The wooden doors, of carly Renaissance character, are ornamented with
typical motifs but one door also has the figure of an ape. At the apex there is a0
statue of St Loy, with his anvil, and on the wrought iron lockplate is the figure of
a liorse, These doors are believed to date from the middie of the 16th century.

On the south aisle the embattied parapet and its large ugly gargoyles, like the
gable of the porch, are in Beer stone and date from the 17¢h contury, There is an
entry in the borough acconnts for 1640-41 when John Alford was paid for his
journey to Seaton to buy freestone for the church. He purchased 15 tons and
hired three boats to carvy it from Dartmouth. The stone was needed to restore the
South-cast pinnacle of the tower after it was struck by lightning, and to repair the
damaged porch.

The principal points of interest on the south side of the chancel are u fine
tublet. datedd 1676, to Richard Vavissor, and the curious weathered soratch-dial
on the vastern buttress, This will be found incised on the third block of red sand-
stone abave the plinth and consists of a small hole for the insertion of a simple
gnomon, with several lines radiating downwards from it. Before clocks were
cenmmaonty in use it was aecessary for the priest to know when the principal services
should be held and a simple (if inaceurate) sundial was used for the purpose. Such
dials often show the third, sixth and ninth hours of the day, & approximately
ning am, twelve nqgon and three pni. At the northeeast corner of the chancel there
is o magsive buttress which is, in fuct, the remains of the south-west corner of the
demolishied priary chureh, and the arched passage {now blocked) formerly gave
aceess for a processional path sround the church. Beyond it, on the north side,
a fragment of ‘dog tooth’ string course is built into the wall. A curious splay
exists on the north aisle wall which suggests that an opening once existed, although
for what purpose is unknown.

Just gast of the entrunce to the church is an internal doorway giving access,
via a turret staircase, to (he room over the porch, At the vast end, St Ceorge’s
chiapel contains the fine recessed chest-fomb, under an ogee arch, of Walrer Smythe,
one of the founders of King Gdward VI Grammar School. Fle dicd in 1555 as
recorded in an inseription, part of which is on the arch and the remainder on the
flat top of the chest-tomb. [t contains some curious spelling and contractions.
There iy no effigy. The front of the chest-tomb has three panels ornamented with
aquatrefoils and shiclds, one of which bears the initials *W S and the other two
“hs” In the north-vast corner of the chapel is a large disgonal squint giving a view
of the high altar.

The splendid rood screen, which has been described as “u translation inlo stone
of a typical westcountry wooden sereen’, and the two paclose screens alvo of
stone, date from 145960 and still retain traces of the original colouring although
all the original paintings of saints have been destroyed. The parclose sereens are of
a different design and the mouldings of the two chapel entrances are differently
ornamented: the south chapel has alternate paterae and scallop shells — the symbol
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of pilgrims to St James of Compostella, while the north chapel has what appear to
be knots alternating with paterae.

The most noteworthy feature of the chancel is the curious rood-stair turret,
with tall shallow niches and a heavy cornice. Access from this to the rood-loft was
by a gallery on top of the novthern parclose screen. On one of the risers of the
upper steps s an incised inscription *JOHN HOLMAN SEPT Ye 17 1754° the
significonce of which is obscure. The piscina and sedilia are modern, and the red
sandstone <oorwuay which now leads into the vestry is the original deorway in the
north wall constructed in 1445 for the use of the Prior.

Several writers, copying one another, have claimed that the north aisle was
about a hundred years later than the south and could not have heen built before
L342. There is no valid evidence to suppert this theory and, in fact, there is docu-
mentary confirmation that wardens of 5t Leonards chapel (fe. the north chapel)
were appointed in 1444,

A curious teature in the north wall of the chapel, under a blocked window, is
a long rectangular recess under a flattened arch. Suggestions as to its purpose include
a tomb, an aumbry or part of an Easter Sepulchre. On the south wall there is a
badly damaged piscing with a shelf; at the botrom the four drainage holes can still
be seen and the base of the basin. High wbove the northern end of the rood-loft
there is a blocked rectangular doorway in the face of the north wall, and from the
outer north aisle it is possible to sge a semi-circular projection behind the doorway
centaining a spiral stair which once gave uccess to the roof.

There was formerly an hexagonal sounding board over the pulpit with an angel
on top and pineapples at the corners. The angel now rests on top of the rood stajr-
case, but has lost the trumpet shown in an old engraving and in a photograph
published in 1950, Two of the pincapples were used as decorative features below
the gable of a building in the Butterwalk, Of these, ane has apparently been lost
but the other, recently removed, has been given to the town museum, The cotpori-
tion pews which formerly stood in front of the rood-screen are now situated west
of the cross passage from the south to the north door, They date from 1636,

Although Totnes parish church is essentially all of one period and may perhaps
be said to lack variety in its architecture, the presence of the imposing tower and
the remurkable stone screens more than compensate for the uniformity of the rest
of the building,

Fortheoming index

Miss Lorpa Smith, who compiled the index to Devon Historian, nos. 1-15 has
kindly agreed to praduce an index to nos, 16-30. Members should receive their
copy of the index with the Autumn issue of the journal,

J. N, SINGLETON: FIRST HEADMASTER OF THE FIRST FACTORY
SCHOOL IN THE SOUTH WEST

Ruth Harrss

The rapid expansion of education among all classes during the nineteenth century
was chiefly sponsored by the churches by means of the nonconformist British and
Foreign Schools Society and its episcopi) counterpart, the National Society, One
immediate result was the swelling of the ranks of the teaching profession with men
and women from all stations and backpgrounds in fife, dedicated to the intellectual
development of their pupils and festering the national puassion For learning, One
such member of that profession wha made his mark on several aspects of the life
of an important Devon town during this periad wuas Tohin North Singleton, first
Headmaster ol Heatheoat's British School, Tiverton, from |84 2~ 1878,

Singleton’s father. also John (1777~ 1862}, was a native of Liverpool who left
the Established Church of his parents and joined a Baptist Church.! There he
received the cali te the ministry and went to study in London, by which fime he
had married Ann North, ot London, and had two daughters. 1t was it the heginaing
of his student Life that his eldest son, John North, was bow in 1811, and registered,
as the girls were, at Dr Williams® Library,? Redeross Street, Cripplegate, Westminster.

The Rev. Tohn Singleton’s first and only pastorate was at the Baptist Chapel,
Newpart Strect, Tiverton, a church with a long and noteworthy history.® and
where he served throtgh thick and thin from 1814-1844. The family occupicd the
manse in Frog Street t now Castle Street) and by July 1820, numbered fivae surviving
children, a sixth having died in infancy.

Newspaper references® to John North Singleton having been educated at
Bradninch may be correct but it is more reasonable to think that he went to the
Chilcott School in St Peter Street, Tiverton, though we cannot know for certain.
But the statermnent that he attended Blundell's School is not correct since his name
does not appear on the school's registers of the time. As a son of the manse, John
would have received every cncouragement and opportunity to read and learn ; both
at home and in the Baptist Sunday School, which for many years numbered over
200 children, he and his siblings were thoroughly grounded in the Authorised
Version of the Bible, the Book that was the chief cornerstone of nonconformist
education,

The years between leaving schioal and 1834 are all but silent. In 1834, however,
he becawe assistant master at a private boarding school near London where he
remained Tor the next eight years. The middle years of the nineteenth century
produced a tidal wave of literary activity, Newspapers and books multiplied in
number and kind, thanks to improved printing methods and means of distribution,
One not surprising result of all this activity was the proliferation of libraries, private
and otherwise, In view of the rather large number of books about London which
e aequired, it seams safe to say that it was during this cight vear period inn London,
while gaining teaching experience, that Fohn North Singleton laid the foundation
al his persanal lbrary.

A signifieant factor in hus life at this time was the Baptist Chapel in Eaple
Street,® Red Lian Square, of which he became a member. The significance lay not
in his contribution to it for he seams to have attended anly spasmodically, perhaps
because it was 4 long way from his home in Bexiey Fleath: it tay, rather, in that
Chapel's history and associations. Hs first pastor was Aadrew Gifford {1701-~17843,
a learned man and one-time assistant libracian at the British Museum. His father
and grandfather had been pastors at Pithay Chapel, Bristol, and the latteris recorded
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as having been present at the formation of the Bampton (Bevon) Baptist Church on
5 September 1690.% Gifford bequeathed his many books and curios to the Bristol
Baptist Acadeny which thereby came into possession of the only complete copy of
Tyndale’s New Testament known to exist.” A hiuter successor of Gifford at Fagle
Street was Joseph Ivimey who, besides betng a pastor, was a prodigious author,
philanthropist, and campaigner for education. At his persuasion, the Eagle Street
Chureh built its own school in 1833, {t is interesting to speculate: did John North
Singleton apply for a post there? Tn any case, he must certainly have been aware
of the aforementioned facts and would have seen the school.

Sometime hefore 1842 John met and married a widow cight yvears older than
himself, Elizabeth Price, of Cliathamy, who already had a son, Joseph,

Educational developments

John North Singletan was still in London when the educational pot came to the
boil in Tiverton. The town alecady possessed numercus schools: Blundell’s {built
¢, 1604), Chileott School in 8t Peter Street (1611}, the “Bluecoat” Charity School
in premises in St Peter's Churchyard ¢ 1713), 1 National School in St Andrew Street
(1820) and sundry Dame Schools and Private Schools, but no British Schoob.®

The minister of Tiverton’s Independents at the Steps Meeting House was
Willlam: Harvey Heodebourek.? e embarked on a vigorous campaign to give the
strong nonconformist community of the town its own British School. Tu provide
the means he summoned the supPort of the Methodist minister Mr Radford, the
ageing and frail Baptist minister John Singleton. and Mrs Curoline Brewin, daughter
of John Heatheonat the lace manufacturer who had moved Bis business to Tivertan
from Leicestorshire twenty-five years earlier. In March 1841 a historic meeting took
place between Heatheoat and these curnest campaigners in Heatheoat’s house at
Balham, with the happy result that iHeathcoal promised to build them a school
adjacent to his fuctory in Leat Street. Morcover, he agreed to pay for the whole
project himself. [t was to cost him £2,000 and was to have the distinction of betng
the first factory school in the South West. Heathcoat’s own position on education,
almost from the beginning, had been that he would not employ children in s
factory until they could read and write.

The School’s official Opening Day was Wednesday, | February 1843 a day of
jubitation tor Tiverton’s nonconformists, though the supporters of the Established
Church seem to have had a somewhat jaundiced view of the proceedings. Though
no record remains of how John North Singleton came by his prestigious appoint-
ment to the headmastership of this brand new schoal, it is not difficult to imagine!

As with all British schools, the principles laid down required that “religion™
be taught daily but not “any catechism or peculiar religious tenets™, and each child
was required to attend the place of worship to which its parents belonged. 9

The charge per child per week for education in this ‘palace of concord’, as
Heudebourck described it, wus 2d, compared with 1d at the National School which
made the learning of writing an extra ld. The huilding was designed by G. A, Boyee
of Tiverton: described as Elizabethun i style, it consisted of a North wing which
was used by the boys, a South wing (girls) and a central section {infants), Besides
the three Rs, the curriculum ranged over Geography Sacred and Profane, Grammar,
History and General Knowledge, with the additton for girls of Knitting and Needle-
work. [n keeping with the principles of all Britnsh schoals, Scripture was taught
daily ; in Leat Street it was the last subject of the day.

Most elementary schools at that time had only one or two, perhaps three,
teachers, But at Heatheoat’s school, John Singleton and his two headmistresses had
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the assistance by 1850 of no lvss than fourtcen pupil teachers, appointed by the
Committee of the Council of Education. In that year, bovs numbered 180, girls
50 and infants 240" Where we have them, figures fluctuate over the next fifty
yedars, reaching a peak of nearly 800 pupils in 18391-92 by which tHme the school
vanked as one of the most efficient of its kind.*®

Heatheoat’s school did not remain the only British School in town for long.
Hlis business partner and son-in-law, Ambrose Brewin, paid for the building and
tnaintaining of {wo more British Schools, one for infants in Bampton Strect in 1847
and one far boys and girls at Elmore in 1848,

An interesting development was the introduction, some time before 1866,
of evening classes, using the Leat Street premises, when about 400 juveniles were
taught by a different staff; while at the Baptist Chapel in 1863, schoolroom No. 4
wils set aside every evening except Saturday aud Sunday for the Church’s own
young people to read the national and provincial newspapers and magarzines pro-
vided. It would be surprising if Jolin North Singleton had not had a finger in these
two pies,

Later still, in 1875, Tiverton Art Classes were instituted, to which Science
classes were soon added. In this pic Singleton certainly had a finger for he was a
member of the Classes” Committee, As such, he was involved in the decision to rent
from Sir John Heathcoat-Amory (grandson of JTohn Heathcoat} the premises in
Fore Street known as the Athenacum, to accommadate the classes. He did not live,
though, to see the building bought in 1884 for £1,200. Ta these Art and Science
Classes may be traced the origin of the present day Technical College in the Botham
Rouad.

It was in the latter part of Singleton’s life that some of the more important
events in educational history occurred. Under Forster's Education Act of 1870,
School Boards were initiated which should administer the affairs of schools in their
own greas, excepting Public Bchools like Blundell’s. Local authorities were ta
provide financial assistance out of the rates, Tiverton’s School Board was lormed
on 2 July 1874 and convencd for the first time on 27 July at the Town Hall,

Elementary education became compulsory in 1876, Two yesrs Iater when
schools were obliged to keep more detailed registers of their pupils, John Sincleton
suw fit to retire and was succeeded by John Bidgood, one of his former pupils.

With tinie on his hands and 44 years’ teaching experience behind him, Single ton
wis able to accept election to the School Board as an Independeut in the summer
ol 1879 and it is recorded of him that he missed only one meeting. During his term
ol office, he succeeded Mr Stephen Fisher as School Board representative on the
Middie Schools’ Board of Managers while continting as Governor of the Heathcont
School. He was nominated for a second term only days before his untimely death.

Chapel and civic life

On moving down from London, Mr and Mrs John North Singleton lived for the
first ten years or so in Bridge Buitdings, a terrace of four houses at right angles to
Leat Strect and backing on to the sehool. Although the West Exe side of the town,
they were not a great distance from the Baptist Chapel which was an important
part of lohn’s life and where in due course he hecume a deacon. The records of the
Baptist Chapel before the coming of the Rev. Juhn Singleton were sparse: those
that existed were arranged by him in narrative form in the Church Minute Book.
His son John continued the story commencing with the disastrous and Fortunately
short-lived pastorate of Singleton's immediate successor, Not happy with what the
new man was saying and doing, John resigned as deacon. But hetter days came with
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the call to the pastorate of the Rev, Edward Webb, pastor of Cheddar Baptist Chapel
and graduate of Bristol Baptist College. Under Webb's ministry, the Church prosper-
ed spiritually and numerically, When Webb retired to Exeter in 1872, he left a
strong Cllurch to his successor, Jonathan Pearce Carey, grandson of Dr William
Carey, pioneer missionary to India. Carey shared Singleton’s keen interest in
education and was elected to the School Board on its formation. In 1876-77,
Carey led the Church in a2 grand building project that gave us the preseat day
Chapel. Singleton was a member of the building committee. The Dedication Service
for the new building on 19 April 1877 scored a firsl in Tiverton's history, It was the
first time the Corporation attended a service in 2 Nonconformist Chapel.

Singleton was also appointed to the Chapel’s Home Missionary Board, and
there are numerous references to hiin throughout the Church Minutes of those days
showing him involved in all manner of activities. .

Cutside school and Chapel, Singleton turned his attention to civic matters. in
November 1879 he was elected to the Town Council as an Independent for the
Westexe Ward, In due course, he sat on various Council Commitiees: Watch Com-
mikttee (Police); Property, Bridge and Building; Lunatic Act; Petroleum and Ex-
plosives Act. Again it is recorded of him that he missed only one meeting,

Library

In the early 1850s, the Singletons moved out of Bridge Buildings and away from
the constant noise of looms and of the giant factory waterwheel o the relative
ghiet of No, 2 Melbourne Place, where there wuas more room for John's ever-prow-
ing personal library, and where he was to remain for the rest of his life.

His library grew to over 1,000 volumes which was unusually large for one
private individual who was not numbered among the gentry or well-to-do, and it
doubitess afforded him much consolation in his closing years.

Every field of science and the arts is represented though with a detectable bias
towards history, theology and poetry — Josephus and Gibbon, Pepys and Dunsford ;
Bunyan, Baxter and Beeches; Homer, Ossian and Hood - not to speak of Hebrew
ramrmar, Recreations in Chemistry and Blackwood’s Astronomy, Predictably there
are many volumes of Baptist history and affairs, including two volumes of the
History of the Baptist Mission presented o Singleton by Edward Webhb,

Singleton had some kind of cataloguing system as every book has a neat
figure written inside the front cover in the top left-hand corner, the highest so far
found being 1,703, He drew up his will in 1879 bequeathing the entire collection
to the Baptist Chapel, perhaps inspired by the example of Gifford. Te-day the
books occupy one entire wall in the Baptist Lecture Hall, With the will, Singleton
drew up a list of precise instructions for the administration of his library, reflecting
the conscientious mind of its compiler, and revealing a caring, even anxious concern
for his treasures which had taken him a lifetime to collect.

Income from the Singleton Trust still accrues and contributes to maintaining
the library and Singleton's grave. The only beneficiaries under the will were his
sister Harriet Webb, and two nieces, Hannah and Mary Edwards; the residue, if
any, was to go to the Tiverton Infirmary,

Family

Singleton’s family life was overshadowed by sorrows. tlis mother was housebound
from 1837 till her death in 1854, but despite lifelong poor health, his father lived
to be 83 (died 1862). Both of John's sisters, the girls born in London, died in
middle life, unmarried. Samuel, the youngest, born in July 1820, after attending
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Biundell's Schiool, appears to have qualified as a doctor in January 1843, He then
tield the post of Medical Officer of the Tiverton Union, moved to Brecon in 1850
and Lhence to an address in Fore Street, Edmonton, Middlesex, where he lived from
1852-57 when his returns to the Royal College of Surgeons ceased. John was left
with ong sister, Harriet, who became the second Mrs Webb sometime before 18535,
Hence it is difficult to fathom how Singleton came by two nieces named Edwards
untess they were Samuel's daughters, his widow having remarrvied. Harriet became
the longest lived of the entire family, For she was still alive in Cheddar in 1907
aged 89, Her marriage scems to have cemented an already close friendship between
Singleton and Webb — both men appear as scholarly, unaggressive yet strong-
principied characters who shared a preat love of books. There are several volumes
in the Singleton Library dedicated by Webb in his own hand t{o Singleton,

John had no children and his wife died in 1876, Unlike most of his family
he seems to have enjoyed good health so that his death one pleasant summer
evening in 1883 was uncxpected. The funeral was impressive. The flag at the Town
Hall was flown at half-mast, the Mayor and Corporation followed the mace-bearers,
tnaces draped in mourning, All those organisations with which Singleton had had
links were well-tepresented. lndeed, most of the town turned out, He was buried
with his wife in the N.E, part of Tiverton cemetery reserved for nonconformists, '3

From the record we glimpse in fohn North Singleton a man of broad intellect,
creative energy and sensitive spirit, For all their Victorian superlative and sentiment,
the tributes paid him by his contemporaries in Town and Church indicate that his
contribution to socicty was well above average. In civic and educational matters
the standards of excellence he set would be hard to beat, while the Baptist Church
still enjoys to-day, a hundred years later, the heritage Qe left it

The school building in which Singleton spent so much of his life and once
described as “an ornament to that part of the town ™ may still be seen in Leat Street
though it ceased to be a school thirty years ago or more; it now serves Heathcoat's
factory as a store and shop. A mid-nineteenth century print of the school and
factory is reproduced on the covers of this journal,
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THE DANGERS OF ENTHUSIASM
Jean Fsushima

In earlier days enthusiasm, “the possession of supernatural or fancied inspiration™,
was regarded with caution and disdain, and quite rightly so where scholarship is
concerned, [u the practice of etymology and genealogy nothing is more deadly
than misplaced enthusiasim, Perhaps a few examptes of problems I have encountered
in Devon while engaged in Huguenot research will substantiate this statement.
Cansider the mysterions Huguenot M. Mazzard, of whom no frace has ever becn
found, but who, § have been told repeatedly, by word of mouth, by letter and by
‘phane call, owned land in Narth Devon and introduced a speeial sort of cherry into
Devon; furthermore, aceording to & newspaper article someone kindly sent me,
‘the Hupguenots® introduced it into North Devon in the Middle Ages. The Middle
Ages!t — it is mind-boggling. Anyone doing Hugnenat research must surely be aware
that the earliest dates applicable are 1527-30 during which peried John Calvin
became s Protestant, and 1536 when he published the nsfifutes of the Christian
Religion. Strictly speaking few Frenchi Protestants came into England until just
hefore the 1560s, and these, the persecuted Walloons, settled in East Anglia and
Kent. Another informant, when I had commented on his French-looking surname,
said, “Oh ves, 1 am swre we are Huguenot - | have our direct lines back to 14367
{or some such date). But to weturn to Monsieur Mazzard 1 have repeatedly pointed
out that ‘mazard/mazzard” is a dinlect word for head. being a variant of the old
ward 'mazer’ a small, round goblet: many words denoting smail, round, hard
objects are used as slang for *head® in all languages (¢f. "nob’ or “bean ). therefore
it is not surprising to find that our fore-fathers used *mazard/mazzard’ to describe
the small, hard, wild cherry, pruaus grium. this use being noted in the O.F.D. as
early as 1579 But the use of Mazzard for head was not confined to Devon, or even
the West Country, tor Edward Moor! instances its use in Suffolk in the late 18th
century, He quotes Ray® (1768) “Mazzards, black cherries, West Country, not so
with us, We call the little black cherry the Polstead ; not from any reference to the
head, but from a village of that name near Ipswiteh...” Moor goes on fo quote
Shakespeare, and i seems extraordinary that though the word occurs in two such
famous plays as Othello and Hamiet its use in dialect should be ignored. “Let me
go, Sir,” shouts Cassio, “or I'll knoek you over the mazzard.” Hamlet examining
the skulls the clown is digging up, remarks, ., . and now my lady Worm’s; chapless,
and knocked about the mazzard with a sexton’s spade”’. Jonson used the word as
a verb, meaning to be hit on the head, and no doubt other Elizabethan and facobean
writers used it. Being used in London it had wider currency than a dialect word,
But all this is to no avail: Devonians are convinced that it was a M. Mazzard who
brought over the wild black cherry and propagated it in North Devon. The fact
that fields marked ‘mazzard field’ are found on tithe maps and other maps through-
out North Deven cuts no ice cither,

Another type of misplaced enthusiasim is the written source, often full of
eolourful facts but low on original sources. [ have in mind Inkerman Rogers’ The
Huguenots in Devonshire (1948) which cantains a lot that is true and can be
substantiated, but at the same time puts forward claims for Huguenots that ave
doubtful. Whether a name in a list can be claimed as that of a refugee or the

descendant of a refugee without any other form of verification is one of the major

stumbling-blocks in Huguenot rescarch. I we examine a few names from Rogers’
list of Huguenots on pages 20-24 some awkward problems are revealed. Why s
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Luen, probably o variant of Owen, considered Huguenot? Why Dave, which is not
a form of the name David that appeurs in French lists? though almost every other
variant of the name does, While some names appear to be of impeccable French
origin, such us Peter Delatour, or Elias de la Roche, others are doubtful, for
instance, Fountaine, even though this is the name of a well-known Huguenot who
settled in Barnstaple for a few years, yet it is 2 name that occurs in Devon for
centurics. Although the Huguenots' registers for the clurches in Barnstaple and
Bideford have disappeared, if indeed they ever existed, and in spite of the almost
total loss of Devonshire wills during the last war, it is still possible to check the
occurence and spread of surnames in Pevon, There are the Devan Protestation
Returns (164104 and should a *Huguenot’ surname appear in these lists then one
must be cautions as this is forty yeurs before the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes.
It is true that many French Protestants were already emigrating if they got the
chance, but it is not likely that they would settle in Devon, There are also the
Devon Muster Rolls for 1569,% and if a so-called *Huguenot® name appears in these,
then it is not likely that name is of Huguenot origin, as this is well before the
exadus after the Mussacre of 5t Bartholomew {1572} and very few of these refugees
came so far west as Devon. There are also the Devon Subsidv Rolls 1524-7% and
the Devonshire Lay Subsidy of 1332,7 should a ‘Huguenot' name appear on these
lists, then any idea of the family being of ‘Huguenot’ or even Protestant origin is
nonsense as the Reformation had not taken place. Taking a few names from Rogers’
list [ can point out that they all oceur on the Protestation Returns and the Muster
Roll for 1569, Basse: Bisse/Bysse: Beanfe): BrictonBrittan{Bryton cte.: (hven:
Crosse: Fraine{Frayne[Frene: Hoile [ Hovie: Oliver: Joll [ Jole: Fountain: Sarel {1):
The bulk of these namics appear on both Subsidy Lists, for 1524-7 and 1332,
among these being Crosse, Oliver, Basse and Ffravne, all these in fact, could be
called archetypical Devonian names, As indeed are Mouwle/Mule and Burgess, so
widespread in Peven they are not worth considering in this context, so why are
they on Rogers' list? And why the grand old Anglo-Norman name of Poyniz,® a
family dating back to 1086, though usually associated with Gloucestershire rather
than Devon? It can be argued that as some of these names are common to both
counttries, allowing for vagaries of spelling, then they could be names reintroduced
by Huguenot refugees, which is a valid argument but in that case, Rogers should
have given evidence that they were French. Of course, the answer is that Devon has
always hceen open te settlement by Normans, by Anglo-Normans, and Britons, as
well as Prench, Gascon and Spanish merchants, seamen, and craftsmen, Glancing
through the 1332 Devonshire Lay Subsidv one cames across irreproachable
‘Huguenot® names — Ballerd, Barbowr, Calle, Chamberleyn, Faber, Sage, Sarazin,
and Sully. If ong looks at the Letters of denization and acts of ndaturalization
1309-71603% which contains the names of aliens who were allowed to stay in
England before the English invasions of France, usually because they were married
to Englishwomen and had children, or because they were elderly andfar infirm,
one finds among some of the names ron1 Bevon the following: “John Andrewe,
Rockbere, Devon: a Britayn in England 65 years, married to an Englishwoman.
1 July 15447 “3ir Thomas Bearde, priest, Norman born, serving a chapel in
Honyton for 10 vears, aged 30 - ‘of honest couvemsution’”” “Martin Coffin,
bookbinder, from MNormandy, 28th Apvil 1524, “Siman Crespyn, Clerk from
Pycardi, 60 years, in England 40 years. (Somerset) 11th July 1544, “Collvn (Files,
a Britain, in England 6 or 7 years. Dwells at Tavistock and is a very good surgeon,
Flih July, 1544 “John Handva, tailor of Uffcobne, born in Brittany, in Fngland
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20 years, 28 years okd, married to an Englishwoman and 2 children.” “Nicholus
fe Fountayn, » Norman, in England 12 years, and a wife.”

These people are all aliens yet their names have a familiar ‘*Devonian” look
about them. There is yet another trap, and that is the wide ranpe of surnames which
are obviously ‘English® vel with just a slight twist of aceent, they are perfectly
ordinary Fremch swrnames, both today and in former Hmes: for example, Robert:
Richurd: Martin: Becket. These are never noticed in the ‘Lucky Dip’ type of genea-
logy as they are so obviously English to the inexperienced laymen, Who among them
would realise that in the Threadnecdle Street Register {vol iv)' - which has the
greatest range of Huguenot surnames - one of the very, commoaonest surnames is
Eucas, a name that many would never consider French, let alone Huguenot, What
does it all add up to? Quite simply, that one must not make guesses in gencalogy
and that one must give proof of descent. .

The dangers of articles such as Ropers’ are twofold. First, that the more
innocent and untrained family history rescarcher is so easily led astray and will
waste much valuahle time, not only the researcher’s own time but that of the
specialist he or she pesters with fruitless queries based on wrong premises which
lead nowhere cacept to yet more muddle, It s very difficult to persuade people
that they are oo the wrong track, for once they have read it, it is true! The Darche
family haunts my correspandence as regularly as M, Mazzard, and no insistence on
my part that there are entries for his family in Devon on the Protestation Returns,
the Muster Rolls and the 1324-7 Subsidy Roll will shake the conviction of those
who ‘know’ the family were Huguenot: this divine inspiration of ‘knowing’ with-
out a shred of evidence is the most intractabie form of enthusiasm one can meet.

The other danger of enthusiagtic articles is that when evidence is presented
uncritically and left unexamined no progress is made towards a solution of the
prablem in hand. This seems almost too elementary to be worth saying, but the fact
remnaing that there is still no reliable study of the Fouguenats in North Devon.
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A CHARTER OF KING AETHELWULF
Helen Mary Petter

In 846 Acthelwulf, King of the West Saxons and Father of King Alfced, assigned
to himself a tract of land. The charter describing this grant has been in the British
Museumt singe the seventeenth century and was published in 1840, but it was not
until the 19205 that the whereabouts of the land was discovered. The latin text of
the charter gives no clue, but it is followed by a deseription in the vernacnlar of the
landmarks defining the hounds of the land and this states that it was in Homme.
The identilication of Homme with the South Hams is confirmed by the landmark
“thurlestone’, the holed stong on the coast which gives the village of Thurlestone
its name,

In *Two Acts of State’, published originally in Devonshire Studies in 1952 and
reprinted with corrections in West-Country Historica! Studies in 1969, Professor
H. P. R. Finberg discussed this charter and identified the land given to King
Acthelwuif as most of the coastal strip betweea the rivers Erme and Dart. By a
brilliant piece of detective work he discovered most of the landmarks defining its
norehern boundary. In the ninth contury it cunnot have been easy to find clearly
recogntisable landmarks in a countryside which was largely wild and sparsely
inhabited. Natural features such as springs, streams, and tors are for the most part
the only things to go by; it took Professor Finberg three weeks to go over tiwe
ground and by and large his interpretation is indisputable.

As well as natural landmarks there are some in the wesfern scction of the
boundary, between the rivers Erme and Avon, which have Saxon names. This does
not make them casier to identify but it does suggest that there were more people
living in that part of the gountry than in the larger part to the east, belween the
Avon and the Uart, where there are fewer landmarks and all of them are natural
features, This mighf expliin the name Kingston, the king’s ton or settlement. 1t first
occurs i a thirteenth-century docurnent but may go back te a tradition stemming
from the ninth century when it was a settlement in the king’s possession. An vven
carlier settlement is supgested by the field named Yellons in the Tithe Map, now
Yellands Park, for the name indicates a pre-Saxon settlement.

The Kingsion History Society has studied the boundary from the Erme to the
Avon, hoping that local knowledge of the landscape might make it possible to
resobve some of tife problems in Professor Fmberg’s interpretstion of the charter.
It is remarkabie how frequently there are two similar landmarks to chose from, and
it is possible to decide which is the correct one only by studying them on the
ground, The conclusion reached was that between the Erme and the Avon the line
of the charter boundary was the same as that which later became the parish boun-
duries between Kingston and Bigbury to the south and Modbury and Aveton
Gifford to the north, and that it enclosed practically all of the parishes of Kingston,
Ringimare, and Bigbury.

In *Two Acts of State’ Professor Finberg gives the transfation of the boundary
Fandmarks and his identification of them, with grid references, The landmarks
from the Erme to the Avon and Professor Finbecg's identifications are given below
in italies, followed hy the alternative ideantifications suggested by the Kingston
History Society.

1 First ineto Mercecumb,
A comb which serves g5 o mearc or boundarv. From the creek between Orcheton
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Wood and Tor Wood the boundary enters the mercecumb nt { 6284000

The name Mercecumb suggests that there was an existing boundary betore the
charter was written. The brook running down the valley is the houndary
between Oldaport and Kingston purish, and Oldaporl is a site which predates
the charter. This valley and the brook named after it would, therefore, be the
Mercecumb.

then to the green pit,
The flat ground where Clyng Mill stands, at the foot of the steep combe.

Clyng Mil is very near the first landmark but therc is a field further up the
valley, where the roud crosses the brook below Oldaport (638494), which is
even more cnclosed by steep hillsides and still looks like a green hollow.

then to the tor at the source of the Mercecump.

A rowering rock-pile, now knvwn as Tor Rock {636488), pierces the skyline
near the head of the combe, down which a rivelet flows into the Erme.

The identification of the green pit in 2 tukes the boundary heyond Tor Rock
{which stands above the side, not the head of the combe). Further up the
valley Wastor, a cliff-like stone outcrop, overlooks the brook identified as the
Mercecumb in 1 {645491}. The source of the Mercecumb is about half a mile
beyond Wastor; could the text menn ‘then to the tor and the source of the
Mercecumb'™?

Then to Denewald's Stone.

A longstone which is not now to be seen; the Devonians have shown a pro-
pensity to remove these antiguities and use them as gateposts, It has, however,
left traces of its former presence in the name Langstone. There was a field
named Great Stone Park near Seven Stones Cross (659493).

Langston {without &) is more likely to derive from Lang’s ton or farm; many
properties in the district are named after former occupants. There were Langes
in Kingston in the seventeenth century and Langs Farm, which still exists,
paid Poor Law Rates in the eighteenth century. There was a small stream
running down from Langston Farm into the Mercecumb and also a nearby field
called Pillar Field but if 3 is correct the boundary followed the brook to its
source. From there it is a short distance to the higher ground and Great Stone
Park. For a short «listance the parish boundary follows the road from Seven
Stones Cross to Modbury and on either side of this road there are two gates,
each with a massive granite past cut from a larger stone (637494). The uncut
faces are more weathered than the cut one. Could these pateposts be purt of
Denewald’s Stone?

Then to the ditch where Esne dug across the road,

Yat (G67495), where there is ¢ curious kink in the rogd \B3392) and a lane
leading down to Cumery. The road has been straightened by road widening
since this was written.

There is an Iron Age earthwortk, probably a small fort or ‘round’, beside the
1B3392) at (666494), now a more or less circular field called Headfield, i is
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surrounded by hedges with high banks; on the road side the hedge has been
cut away for road widening to expose the high bank. On the opposite side of
the road, in a field significantly called Oldbury, the ground falls away abruptly
and it is possible that the eavthwork stretched across the road. The read is
probably ancient and Esne's ditch muy have been part of the earthwork. This
aren seems to have been important in early times. There must have been stand-
ing stones near Seven Stones Cross, perhaps a stoune cirele, and the carthwork
is well placed to command z wide view to the north, the direction from which
danger would threaten, In addition, five parishes meet here, Kingston, Modbury,
Ringmore, Bighury, and Aveton Gifford.

Thence down to the source of the spring.

Elther the spring by Upper Cumery (669491) or the one at Tetwell (682491},
which is on the parish houndary between Aveton Gifford and Bighury,

The Cumery spring s at the head of the valley that runs down towards the
Avon hut if is too near the earthwork to be a reasonable landmark, The Tetwell
spring must be the right one:its name is Saxon - Tetta’s or Tidi’s well — and it
is at the point where the boundary takes a sharp turn if, as seems likely, the
charter boundary and the parish boundary are the same. It is now part of
Bigbury parish boundary but near Tetwell it formerly bounded an outlying
portion of Kingston parish.

T Then dovwn from there by the braok as far as Tiddesford,
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A ford vver the Tetwell brook at (079478Y. There is no ford now; the brook is
carried through o cwlvert under the road.

The parish boundary, now of Bighury but formerly Kingston, runs down the
Tetwell brook and then to below Challonscombe and down the brook coming
from Cumery and Combe, The Tetwell brook runs into this brook at Tiddesfored.
The charter boundary may have followed the Tetwell brook all the way or have
run along the line of the parish boundary; it depends which brook is meant.

8 Thenup the brook as fur as Heott's ditch to the water-hole (flodan ).
The boundary now s up another brook one which flows down between
Challonsconbe Wood and Euston Woeod. It rises at Hobwell (1665474) from g
spring {later knowit as Holy Well) which gushes from the hillside,

This brook, part of which was the boundary of the outlying part of Kingston
parish. Tuns into the larger brook near Tiddesford.

D From the water-hole down whore the vixen's diteh moeets the brook.
T am 1old that foxes stilf come down from Easton Wood to drink at the rividet
which “moets the brook” near Foxhole (676473). The brook here is the united
walers of the three streams that have met ut Tiddesford,

There is a steep Will between,Easton Wood and Foxhole and a small stroam
heside Foxhole is more likely to be the vixen's ditch. [f so, the Charter boundary
makes a detour round the hill though Bigbury parish boundaty follows the
brook from Tiddesiord, Bighury Tithe Map shows that much of the land ex-
chitded by this detour was glebe,

10 and then dewn the brook to the sea.

The hrock flows inte the Aven at (684468), after which the boundary runs
downstream 1o Avan Mouth., This portion of the charter land takes in some
GO0 acres, comprising the greater part of the three parishes: Kingston,
Ringmore, and Bighury,

[f the suggestions made by the Kingston History Society are correct, nearly the
whale length of the charter boundary later became part of the boundaries of
Kingston and Bigbury parishes and, with the exception of the hill excluded in
O, enciosed the whole of the three parishes. It would seem reasonable that the
later boundaries should follow an existing one, which means that this Anglo-
Saxon Charter still affects the political geography of the South Hams wore
than a thousand years later.

The charter boundary starts again at Thurlestone, running up the valley from
the holed stone towards west Alvington. [t turns west down (o the Avon at Aveton
Gifford, up the river to Sorley, and again down to the Avon at Gara Bridge. From
there it goes east to the Ashwell Brook which flows into the Harbourne tiver, taking
the boundary to the dart by Bow Creek and down the Dart to the sea. The aren
between the lower part of the Avon and Thutlestone is excluded from the charter
tand, probably because it had alrcady been granted to someone else anid $o was not
available to the King. The name Buckland indicates that it was ‘book ' land, that i,
fund granted by ‘book’” or charter, and a site earlier than the Charter has bern
axcavated at Bantham,

BRADNINCH MANOR
C. A Ralegh Radford

The subject on which [have been invited to address you tonight ix the house known
a8 Bradninch Manor and for convenience 1 shall continue to refer to it as such,
though the name is not historically correct. Bradninch Manor is not the manor
house of Bradninch und apart from a short period had no connection with the lords
of the manor. To understand the anomaly we must look tar back into the Middle
Agoes aud [ shall start with Domesday Book, which was compiled in 1086.% In that
document it is stated that William de Capra had a manor called Bradninch that was
assessed for taxation at 2% hides with land that could be cultivated by twenty
plough teams, The population was rather gver 60 houscholds, say 300 persons by
a modern census, The village was clearly a flourishing community that enjoyed a
beneficial rate of taxation. William de Capra was 2 large landowner and Wis lands in
Devon constituted an honour held directly of the Crown, He and his successors held
by barony and were barons of the king, that is members of the king’s court; lhey
were lords of the Honour and Manor of Bradninch, The title Baron Braduineh was
unknown in their day and has never been used by any of their successors, Lord of
the Honour and Manor of Bradninch was the title used by Edward, Duke of Corn-
wall, Jater King Edward VIII when he laid the foundation stone of the ¢xtension to
the Guildhall in 1921,

The best known of the early holders of the Honour and Manor was William
de Tracy, one of the four kaights who, in 1170, wurdered Thomas § Becket, the
Archbishop in his Cathedral of Canterbury. Williamn de Tracy belonped to a
Cloucestershire family which descended from an illegitimate son of Henry 1. He
wis 4 young man ~- probably about 30 - in 1170 and had held Bradninch for some
years. In 1168 he paid the sum of £17 10s, in the tax raised on the occasion of the
marriage of the King’s daughter, At a catc of 13/4 per fee this represents 26 knights®
fees, Le, the number of armed and eguipped knights that he was bouad to provide
when the feudal levy was summoned. But this old form of personal service was
becoming obsolete and a commutation in money was becoming normal, hence the
fipure quoted frow the Treasury accounts, known as the Pipe Rolls,?

As a vesult of his crime Wiltlam e Tracy was forced to go into exile. His lands
were not forfeited. The guestion has been fully discussed in a recent paper published
by Lord Sudeley, a descendant of the Tracy family.® William de Tracy appears in
1174 in Calabriz in South Italy, a4 province tiien under the rule of Roger, King of
Sicily, 4 cousin of Henry 11, He there made certain gifts of land to the church in
expiation of his crime and was enjoined by the Pope to serve in the Levant for the
defence of Jerusalem against the infidel. The more fanatical followers of Becket
alleged that he died in Calabria of a wasting disease, probably leprosy, But this is
not borne out either hy contemporary Italian records or by the Pipe Rolls, William
de Tracy is shown accounting for taxation on his English fands in 1194 and 1196
throngh an agent, Hugh de Courtenay, an ancestor of the Eacls of Deven,

In 1199 these records show that Oliver de Tracy, Lord of the Honour of
Batnstaple, paid £666 135,44, to have possession of the lands of William de Tracy,
who was clearly dead. These lands were stated to be worth £100 annually in England
ad about the same in Normandy, an income that may be estimated at £4,000
a year in tenns of pre-1914 values. Oliver de Tracy was probably Ihe head of the
family in Devon. But the deal was cancelled and the lands granted to Henry, the
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son of William de Tracy on the same terms, Henry (Je bossu) a hunchback, seems
to have been an unsatisfactory tenant. In 1202 Henry, son of the Earl of Cornwall,
covenanted with the King to have the lands of William de Tracy for £800 and
presented an impressive list of suvetivs for the payment of the sum. The transaction
was complete before 1219 when Henry, son of the Earl, paid tax of £27 on the
mititary fees of the Honour of Bradninch, Twenty -four years later the Honour and
Manor, which had cscheated to the King, were granted to his younger brother
Richard, Yarl ot Cornwall and later King of the Romans # they have since remained
with the Earldom and Buchy of Cornwall,

It has seemed desirable to deal with this matter at some fength, Bradanioeh, it is
clear, had no resident Lord of the Manor after the middle of the thirteenth century
and it is unlikely that any of the earlicr lords who have been mentioned lived in
the vitlage. There would be no manor house in the normal sense of the word. Some
centre there must have been tor the holding of the manor courts and similar admini-
strative aets, [ can only suggest, with some diffidence, that this was at Whorridge,
a large farm within the parish boundary in the Culn Valley towards Cullompton.
Whorridge is known to have been the meeting place of the Hundred Court and the
Hundred of Hairidge took its later name from the farm, though it had earlier been
known as the Hundred of Silverton, after the roysl manor of that name.®

The Manor House is bound up with the history of the parish church. I[n the
Middle Ages this was a tairly weglthy rectory, valued in 1291 at £8 135,44, the
same as the church of the royal manor of Silverton. Within the Deanery of Plymtrec
the onty richer churches were Broadhembury and Cullompton; Cullompton was an
ancient minster and so, in terms of property, stood in a class by itsclf.® Wealth in
the Middle Ages was lorgely expressed in terms of land, the glebe of a parish church,
A survey of {788 shows the glebe of Bradninch as a compact block reaching from
the Manor Flouse up to Procession Lane, with three fields beyond the lane and a
stall area. including Pendennis, on the other side of the road. There were also
detached blocks near the head of the valley that runs up from Pacycombe and at
Kensham.” Kensham had originally been held by the Sainthills as copyhold ; but the
vest of the estate shown on the 1788 map probably approximates to the medieval
glebe,

All this changed at the Reformation. The Rectory was granted to the Dean
and Canons of Windsor, a distant cure, which they could hatdly serve in person.
Management was probably difficult so the Rectory — tithe and glebe — was leased
te Peter Sainthill, a lawyer who prospered on pickings arising out of the disposal
of church property.® The value may be judged from the statement filed by his
prandson, also Peter Sainthill, at the end of the Civil War.? This includes the Rectory
of Bradainch held of the Dean and Canons of Windsor at an annual rent of £53 and
charged with & payment of £40 to the Curate. after which it showed a clear profit
of £167. In addition he held the copyhald estate of Kensham Mills vielding £110
annually. The medieval priest’'s dwelling — the Old Parsonage on the site of the
Manor House — passed into the hands of Peter Sainthill, the older name being
preserved in Parsonage Lane, It proved impossible to identify any remaing of the
medieval house | it was probably a modest structure of cob.

Peter Sainthill built himself a grand house.’® A panet of stained glass in the
window of the Jab Room shows the arms of Sainthill and the date 1563, it probably
marks the completion of the building. The fittings including the panelling were
probably added over the years. The woodwork in the Job Room includes on one
of the pilasters a trophy of arms, in which the banner shows the cross of St George
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without the added saltire of 5t Andrew, which wauld have been norwal after 1603,
But the newels o the siair include the unicorn, pointing to a date after the acces-
sion of James [ 1 would alsg ¢lass the panelling in the bedroows as Jacobean on
stylistic grounds.

The house has a H-shaped plan, with a central block flanked by two project-
tng wings, [t faces south-cast. The central block is of five bays, The four bays to the
south-west formed the hall open to the roof. Tt is mentioned in a doggerel verse
satirizing Peter Sainthill, the grandson of the huilder, who held the manor during
the Civil War of the seventeenth century:

Now see them at the banquet, all
in Peter’s great and lofty hadl,
Seated in order for to dine

Swig cyder, beer and meady wine. !

The jamb of the original door at the upper end, leading to the south-west wing can
be seen behind the Georginil doorease. The main entrance in the fourth bay was
covered by a porch leading to the screens passage at the far end of which was a
further door inte the courtyard behind. The porch with its heavy nail studded door
is represented in the panel showing the sufferings of Job, This doar which had been
removed in the eighteenth century was found in 1914 serving in an outhouse ; it
was restored and set at the foot of stairs feading to the cellar in the north-west
comer of the house, which my father converted from its former use gs a cyder
cellar to serve as a billiard room. Beyond the sureens passapge were the service rooms
-~ buttery wnd pantry - with the kitchen oceupying the front part of the north-cast
wing,

The south-west wing formed the private apartments, the grandest part of the
house, In front on the ground floor, was the Parlour. always known as the Job
Roaw. tt has a richly moulded plaster ceiling with some of the fine detait replaced
in a dater coarser style. The framed panelling is divided into bays by pilasters with
trophies. The overmantle has large allegorical figures framing three scencs. ln the
centreé are tiie sufferings of Job represented in considerable detail; this is flanke
hy the sacrifice of Fsaac and Jacob wrestling with the angel. The entrance is covered
by an interpal porch, a feature which has sefdom survived, Behind the Job Room
the rest of the wing is filled with another panctled room of similar style, but less
richly ornamented. On the floor above are two simpler panelled rooms forming the
principal bedchambers. That in front, originally entered through an anteroom was
occupied by Charles 1 on 27 July 1644, when, as recorded in the Diary of Richard
Symonds, the king ‘took up his quarters at Mr, St. Hill's house. justice of the Peace
at Bradenedge !’ Symonds adds that Bradninch was ‘a mayor tows, though almost
all be clay without any timber in the wall, except the doors, roofe and windows,
which is the fashion of the country.” ! Above the bedrooms the whole length of
the south-west wing formed i long gallery contrived in the roaf space,

The Targe pond in front of the house is an original feature, It is fed by a small
stream and would in normal years impound sufficient water to rui a small mill for
one or two days a week. The head of the present churchyard cross is said to have
been recovered from the water in the nineteenth century. In 1914 during the
clearance of mud a fragment of carved alabaster of high guality was recovered ; it
probably came from the towb of Peter Sainthill the second, who died in 1618,

A notable feature is a flat terrace overlooking the pond, between it amd the
kitchen garden. This was originally the bowling green. Af the fur end is a very old
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mulberry, which has fallen and regrown as a substantial tree. There is no reason o
doubt that this was ane of the trees presented to his principal supporters by James {
to disseminate the hreeding of silk worms and so encnurage the manufacture of
sitk, When thanks had been duly recorded the recipient found himself presented
with a bill payable o the Treasury, The fallen mudberry and one of the chestnuts
planted by Admiral Pearse effectively destroyed the purpose of the bawling green,
In 1914 my father laid out the central part with rose beds surrottnding a sundial
dated 1737 the sundial has now been removed to my sister’s garden W Argyil.

Architecturally the stone-built house of Peter Sainthill is undistinguished,
though it must have stood out against the cob houses of the village. Lven the

wedlthivr farmers often had houses of coh, though these at times ingluded a partly
panelled parlour of simple design, The panelling of the manor house is of exceptional
richness and of high quality; it can stand comparison with the woodwork in the
ofher great houses of the surrounding region, such as Bradfield, to mention aslightly
Liter example.

Peter Sainthill the third, '3 who entertained Charles 1. died in 1648, leaving an
oaly son Samucl, who died, unmarried, in 1708 and a daughter, Dorothy, who had
in 1636 married Thomas Yarde of Honiton Clist. Their son, LEdward, on inheriting
the property at Bradpineh, took the name and arms of Sainthill. Cdward Yarde
Sainthill married Margaret Stufford of Pynes and undertook the modernization af
the Manor House, The main, bock was refaced in brick with a central entrance, the
old porch being demolished. The open hall way celed over, ereating two storeys,
with additional bedrooms. The new entrance had 2 classical doorframe, Sash
windows with heavy glazing bars were symetrically arranged. On the ground floor
the main entrance hall of four bays was panelled with an arcade of two lonie
columns marking the position of the old Tudey screen, The details of the wood-
work were carried out in the expensive imported deal, but the filling of the panels
was of the cheaper native oak, As the whole was painted white the difference of the
material was not noticeabie. The rest of the house was little altered, though the
painting in white of the panelling i1 the two older bedrovms, cleaned off in 1914,
may have dated from this period,

Edward Sainthill, the son of Edward Yurde Sainthill. died in 1782, leaving a
daughter married to Thomas Pearse, a naval officer who rose to the rank of Admiral.
He lived at the Manor House ti] his death In 1830, A number of minor alterations
to the house were carried out in hig day. The smail room between the entrance hall
and the kitchen was provided with a fireplace of Devon marble and redecorated in
the prevailing stvle of the early nineteenth century, though the outdated sash
window with the heavy glazing bars was retained. The small room above the Xitchen
was also refarmed with a coved ceiling, now largely destrayed,

But Thomas Pearse’s main legacy was in the grounds. He formed the walled
kitchen garden and provided it with a churchwarden gotiic doorway set in a battle-
mented wall with the Pearse arms above the opening. In the corner nearest the pond
he erected 2 small thatched summerhouse with & moulded and plastered ceiting in
the Gothic style carvied out in deal. He also planted the fine row of sweet chesinuts
on the far side of the pond, forming a rerraced walk looking across the parden. To
the north of the house on the rising ground he planted a number of fine and rare
trees. These included a Codar of Lebanon biown down about 1935, 2 cork tree and
4 Luceome oak, 2 sport developed in the late eighteenth century,

The main line of Peurse died out and the praperty was sold in 1861, The family
portraits going back to the sixteenth century passed to a collateral branch and wers
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in 1920 in the possession of Revd R, W, Pears_e. Rector of Feniton, ' l"he'gim:im

Haouse was sold to Captzin Anthony Martin, who by arran‘gementf\&:‘ 1d 1?

Ecclesiastical Commissioners, successors in titlc'to the _IJean and Canonfo m.t so{x).

acquired the frechold. A few years later Captain Martin sold tffe whole pm‘p-tlit)\(.r:}

the Duchy of Cornwall, which already owned }hc grc_ater [?iilt of‘ the :;grmse thr;s
land in the patish and desired to round off their holdings. The nmn?rt}ml[l)uke us
came for the first time into the possession of ic _Loui ol the Maum‘, -Jet'ii o
Cornwall. 1t became a farmhouse only occupied in part. It so rcn‘_lamu 1--~h;1rdr,~
when the PDuchy rearranged their farms and let1t}‘le house together wlthtt?vor(l)ll(;mu ]‘1
and paddocks to my father Acthur L. Ru(lforgi,P,S.A. The I}ous:_c was pu in o négw
repair. The old kitchen in the north-cast wing _becamc our dining r:mmdr; :‘ ;1t o
kitchen and other offices together with addltlo_nal bathrooms_ were ta de L the
back. The pond was cleaned and its walling repaired and a tennis court was ormed
beliind the house. The structural work had been complcted‘, but the mtetrlor ‘( ;a(f,r{::“
tion, electrical wiring ete, were still in progress, when my sister and ¥ re uijnf,; rom
school at the end of the summer term and Joined our parents wl?o I"ﬂﬁvethel o the
Manor House on 4 August 1914, The house was linally put in OIGc’ib ¥ 1 r;ed o
the year, but my father’s plans for the gardens hafl largely ta h;da :m(; oDuk.c m
17 May 1921, on the occasion of his \fisit to Bradninch, H.R.H. ' }vacri t,he ko of
Cornwall, was cntertained to luncheon in the Job Room. He ngE'-lm v.lsxi.ie L the Manor
House, on this oceasion as King Edward VI, on 3 June 1936 an 1LLL1:rehcmg
Duchy tenanis there. My mother was then a widow and T was noi Pfef?-tﬂkv).n o
detained in Rome, where § was Director of the British School. Our LOI‘.II::.L; on with
the Manor House came to an end in 1940, whgn the ter{ns qllowcd‘a (;L.E‘. o of
leagse and my mother retired to a more convement_dweilmg in Exetbr.l Schjcg'n !
my Father's tenancy remains. His very fine collection of stained glassfmm s set
in the Tuder windows in 1914, This included tl_le royal Tudor glass rc? e
Priory.'s When this was acquired by the Victoria and Albert Museum Ln[gm:h .
plnccd' in the windows of the Job Room. These [ presented to..*til‘e ;}?eftﬁe
Cornwall and left in the house, when | rcr_noved thc' rest of the coilg. 1;1):: o the
expiry of the lease. The only piece of ancient glass is the coat bearing

arms in the window in the Job Room,

(This article represents a talk given to thle Bradninch Loc::i{ ?hstor? S?(sett\); 22
Friday 1 June 1984”1 have throughout wrltten_of the house as | k{ncﬂwmﬁi ;:_ weor
1914 and 1940 and saw it again, during tha} brief tenancy of thf: iaFc,t k r‘, mr:am,
some twelve years ngo. T have nat seen it since the recent unfortunate removils).
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NOTES

A history of Brixkam

The widow of Robert Ellis” son uf the

well-k 3 istori
Arthar © B3t iven o Tor ell-known South Devon historian the late

Art ay Museum his unpublished His ixharn
i L 125 & : . pubnshed History of Brixham.
. 1‘1;2?:{1;220: [l;.ldl'l_\- 01116 tilousnn(i typescript pages some 200.000 W():rds in ail ;nd
T 2 Lo the author’s preface, the fiest atte ; , i
¢ he . s Cmpl at 3 comprehensive histor
of the town, Mr Ellis wag i ] 5t l o ey
. AUs was the author of the Mistorical Sure " Tor
other shorter works includi i ’ oy i e way id fdes
ding a history of Torre Abbey. This of eh i
ettors iy orks including a his _ ey, This gift, which includes
arious authorities during s compilati i i
s written ous aut i B otts compilation. is available to local
i ton?:_n. by prior arrangement with the Curator of the Museum in B bbac g
Roud, Torquay. I wobacombe

Il{obert Fulltcm (b 1765 d.1815), American inventor: a correction.

}{lrrzlin.t;}tm‘fz]o;[1 :he f)evoni;m and Cornish associations of the Royal Saciety of
S S Ustated that the Robert Fulton of Torba t ined the Society’
sitver medal in 1793, was not the o ed i inventor Mt Kefeh poicty's

. . & ne e celebrated American inve EY i ‘erki
has kindly written to me to s : i the s morerkins

; : > 1o say that the Society’s Fult ;
the groat plomeer s 10 8 : s on wax the same person as
. at | T 0f ste: ats and has referred me to H. W, Dickinsan’

‘ at proneer | ; . W. Dickinson’s Rube
Fulton: Engineer and Artise (London, 1913). T am most gratetul to him fc: }t!l:'r
¢

correction, -~ DG C AL Al Sacie [ Arts, 6-8 3
Wean ces r.CoAllan, Royal Society of Arts, 5-8 John Adam Street, London

Baras Campaign

[he relaunched Domesday Survey of Barns stil]l nee

ds hundre sy
throughout the country, Volunteers Sl mote volunteers

4 who require no special alificati
boing asiag Ly ‘ . special qualifications, ure
titm;;ﬁ{:;{lﬁtg -.hpcm}, a local parish and complete 1 questionnaire for vach tradi-
aihy UG barn an that parish, IF vou would § PO i oriT
_ . ke to join in this enor ati

excremse, please write for detai T 1 ! s ational

. : details to The Society * i i

Ie] ‘ . ety tor the Protec

Buildings, 37 Spital Sauare, London E1 DY, teetlon af Ancient

THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY

Minutes of the L4th Annunal General Meeting
held at Excter on Saturday, 13 October 1984

Apalogies were received from Mrs Chiswell and Major Anderson.

1. The Minutes of the lust Annual General Meeting (printed in the OQctoher 1953
Devon Historien } were read and approved,

2. Arising therefrom it was reparted:

(p} that there had been no progress in urranging the Exhibilion of Devon
History proposed for 1985, It was explained that Exeter Guildhall was not
availuble and that St Nicholas Priory was unsuituhle. There being ne alternative
proposal the matter was declared deterred for the time being.

{b) the Hon. Editor intimated that the next issue of the Devon flistorian
would be the last under her editorship but that Mres Helen Harris bad agreed
to vdit Issue Noo 31 and subseguent issues.

{¢) Devon Historic Buildings Trust, The Chairman reported that the next
project would he 18-21 Market Street, Tavistock, He said that there may be
a scheme hter involving the Warchouses and old Chapet at the Plains, Totnes
but thal it was Loo early to moke any observations on the matler.

(A Monmouth Tercentenury. The Vice-Chairman reported that o jeint meet-
ing with the Somerset and Dorset local history graups had been arranged at
Tauntan an Saturday 29 June 1985, More detatls will be circulated later and
the possibilities of wranging & coach would be investigated,

3. The Hon Sveretary submitted his Reporr, He said that a new Members® List
was ready o deaft form but that it would be necessary For an agency to prepare
copies for circulation to members.

4. The Hon Treasurer submitted his Tncome & LExpenditure Accounts for twa
vears ending 30 April 1983 and 30 April 1984, The latter showed a balance of
£1,227.10 but he paiated out that the costs of producing the Devon Historian
were rising constantly and that the matter would have to be kept under review,
He said that it ‘(1i(1 not appear that a rise in the subscription rate would be
necessaty n the near future. The accounts were approved,

5 The Hon Editor submitted her Report. She made specin! mention of Mr
Neoffrey Paley Tor the work he had done in connection with tiw compilation
of the Annwal Bibfography. She said that the (983 volume looked like being o
“humper issuc” and that it was hoped it could be distributed with DA No. 30
She reported that the arrears of the cataloguing of Westcouniry books by
Deveon Library Services was making compilation much more difficudt. Miss
Loma Swmith had Kept hee card-index of the journal up-to-date and the Hon
Editor haped that an Index o Nos 15-30 would be available in 1985/86. The
appointment of Mrs [Melen Farris as the next Hon Editor was confirmed. A
vote of thanks wus recorded to Mrs Sheilu Stirling for her etforts in producing
so suceessfully the past thirteen issues,

6. The retiring members of the Council, Mr L Maxted, My G, Paley and Dr Toverner
were re-elected for a further three year period together with Mes . Harels in
place of Mr M, Dickinson (resigned ).
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7. K:re:-{ia_‘a: sz;b:ences. It was reported that these had been arranged as follows:
M,‘fxrtz_}natcr ._-3. March 1985; Braunton — | fune 1985, Annual Gcnerai
Meeting at Excter — 12 Oclober 1985 to he followed by meeting in Chagford
in March 1986 and at Winkleigh in June. ‘

o

A 1\_for:ce of Motion was put to the Mceting as follows: The Devon History
Socicty urges the County Librarian to immediate and cffective steps to red r
Efllt. bzfc kllug of the cataloguing in the Westcountry Studies Library. Furthermi(t:
'E{_),'LI'LIE;L'S its support for any approaches to the Counly Council the Coun,ty

1)r’unan feels are necessary to achieve this end. It was explained that there

;.;fa:.rn llf_\v 3,900 X‘\restcountry items awaiting cataloguing and inclusion in

m;:ﬁnn ;b]rfiry rScrw_ces catﬂlpguc. As 1,500 books and pamphlets are Pubiished
iy tHS_“Drk 15 how eighteen months to two years in arrears. Apart f

the lmconventence to local historians it was delaying the cémpil.afio;l fr?}i“

.—%mu.{a{ Bibliography and the proposed publication ecovering tlw'“Br0 ke :

p . The Motion was carricd unanimously and it was resolved that ﬁgp?;st

]le sent to '}1(.. Chﬂl i
an (}l I,]lt' AI“L]!.’I“C& and COlllltl yS'Ede ( omm ce
; ) TI 11024 and thc

9. Devon Bmgrap)‘;fe.s. Mr [an Maxted spoke at some length on the desir
an(_l problems likely to be encountered compiling such a publication. He ex-
Plilll.letlff that a computcr‘lagsed retrieval system might be considered‘a ILIIOI‘C
practical soi‘utlon, After discussion it was agreed that the Officers should iol
Mr B{iax;ed in devising a scheme for further discussion il which‘ OIu'l( j()}g
duplication of effart by the various Auntlioritics. rowidaver

ability

g, It \i'.:as ri.:_portr:d that the Sotiety for the Protection of Ancient Buildings was
ine c_rtakmg 4 Domesday Survey of Barns and that an organiser for Devon was
required. Tt was resolved that a note be included in the next Devon Historian.

NEW CONTRIBUTORS

Ruth Harris is a farmer’s wife livin i igh, Ti
a fi g near Bickleigh, Tivert F is i ested i

Nonconformist and family history, ¢ o and is interested in
Keith Perkins is a retived electrical i i ]

_ engineer. He is & Plymothian now living i
Coventry and is researchin i ivi i ‘Roudol

g the life of Devon civil engine 3 :

NS A gineer fames Mcadows Rengdel
I-][ei!en‘ IM.ary Patter was lllustrations Editor at the Oxford University Press before
she retired to Devon. Since then she has been working on the history of Kingston

Jcan}Tsusﬁtima is Hon, Archivist to the Honourable Artillary Company. Her work
:t)n‘l!('ic‘ history c_)f the Com_pany and 2 biographical dictionary of its members
includes the revision of a list of Company members of Huguenot origin. Mrs

5 SI ma s a member o fh u e n E[C ue
Tsu gl b [ 5] II guenf}t SOCI iy a d a { e M
y ¥ 1 it 5p 11\{,1 on ][Ugllen()t

C. A LCW ] ¥ a - £
15 Was 1(1!]“8[IV D(:put Dlre(.-tor f th NIVEr O [ X
¥ O € U Iversit f eter 8 E th 1

¥ ]
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FURTHER OBSERVATIONS ON PLYMOUTH'S NEWSROOMS,
READING ROOMS AND INSTITUTIONS —~ c.1824

C. A, Lewis offers some additional notes to the extracts “A Young
Scotstnan in Plymouth . .. pages from the Diary of Patrick Grant Beaton . ..
edited by Sir Edgar Vaughan™ (Devon Historian, 25, 26).

Beaton speaks of being introduced to two Newsrooms und at a later stage identifies
one as the Exchange Newsroom. Sir Edgar Vaughan interprets Newsroom as Reading
Room and {ocates them at the Athenaeum and the Exchange, though he adds that
the Public Library also had a Reading room. This raises two points: when is a News
reom a Reading room or vice versa? and the location of the News rooms, Develop-
ments at the Devonport Mechanics Institute suggests possible contemporary usage.
At Devonport there is reference to a Reading room in 1827 (Royael Devonport
Telegraph 29/9/1827} which seems to be the Library which was open every eventng
as a reading room for books (as opposed to the issuing of books} and periodicals,
Newspapers appear only in 1844 (Devonport Telegraph 5{10/1844) when part of
the new building was used as a Reading and News room. An additional subscription
was charged for the use of this roown; not perhaps surprising when some four daily
and fourteen weekly papers were taken. On this basis, the essential characteristic
of a News room would appear to be the availability of newspapers, whereas a Read-
ing room was more flexible and could be either a Library with facilities for reading
- a reference library — or merely a room in which periodicals, as opposed to news-
papers, were available. This usage secems true for commercial premises as well,
though here the usual link is ‘Circulating library and Reading room’, theugh there
are also *Reading and News rooms’ ar ‘Subscription News rooms”,

There seems na doubt that the Public Library has a News room, though admit-
tedly the evidence post-dates Beaton (Rules 1843), It is equally certain that the
Athenaeum did not. [t had a Library (Panorama of Plvmouth, 18217 and though it
must have been possible to consuit books there, the term Reading room is not used.
The position at the Exchange is less certain, Beaton refers specifically to the
‘Exchange News room’, yet the description of the building from the Tourist comi-
panion (1828} which Sir Edgar quates, speaks of a2 Reading room. White’s Directory
{1850% teparts: “Uhtil a few years ago, it (the Exchange} was only partially occu-
pied, and had a large open area, surrounded by a colonnade; but this area hasrecent-
Iy been built upon, and covered with a glass dome, and offices have been buiit
unider the gallerics. The building is now very spacious and fully occupied. ft com-
prises a very large room, for sales and public meetings; a2 News Room 41 feet by 20
the Hall of Commerce; and numerous mercantile and public rooms, The Exchange
Subscription Reading and News Room Association, was established in 1848, and
has already about 200 members.” Clearly all this is much later than Beaton's visit
and though it is possible that there was an earlier News room, Beaton’s reference
to remaining an hour or two in the Exchange News room suggests 1 rather more
comfortable room than seems to be implied by the description in the Tourist com-
panion: ** As a specimen of architecture the Exchange has no pretensions to elegance
or beauty, but is a very substantial erection;. .. It contains g spacious area benecath
surrounded by a colonnade; a stone staircase leads to a great room for sales, meet-
imgs ete,, an adjoining corridor gives access to the Reading room, the Chamber of
comrerce ...’ Accordingly Beaton’s two News rooms would appear to have been
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those at the Public Lipr

_ : ary and at the Exchapge o

15 pu‘i/z_lmg, no other candidate, not pven g connr:érilig?zmho&gh t’he fronee of itle
ith regard to the Plymouth Instity rebers to the A

. ;i ition: 8ir B !
a fontinuation of the Plymoutn Instj n: Sir Edgar refers to the Athenaeum as

2 i ) tution and Des )
1story Society whereas the title Piymouth Athenaex:rizor:vaasn(r]m?:lc;lo‘;i“dr\t[aat“:a!
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REVIEWS

Honiton: a history of the manar and the barough, by J. R.W. Coxhead. Exeter:
Devon Books, 1984, 96pp. L5.95 ISBN O 86114 7510

Ralph Coxhead was a dedicated collector of historical facts, traditions and legeads
concerning Devon. Most of his simall hooks and hooklets took the form of present-
ing his material as collections of stories of the folklore genre. Twice he ventured
into the field of history, with Honiton end the Vale of the Otter and with a booklet
on the industries of Honiton, In these he was less successful, In the former he set
out a formidable body of the factual materinl that he had gathered, but the result
was in the nature of an anthology since he did not attempt to offer any interpreta-
tions of his waterial. The book has, nevertheless, proved to be a valuable mine of
source material. § last saw Ralph three days before his sudden death. He told me
that he had prepared a new version of his Honiton history but that he could not
find u publisher., On his death the manuscript went with his papers to the Bxceer
City Library and the newly formed Devon Books has published it as a memarial
to the author. The hook is shorter than its predecessor since it is confined to the
town of Honiton, Otherwise it is much like if and a more appropriate titke would
have been “Hanitou: a sourcebook of facts”. The publishers asked e 1o advise
on revisions i the text. In so deoing [ confined myself to such amendments as were
necessitated by advances in knowledge and changes in the town since the author’s
death, deeming it right that a pesthumous volume should retain the author’s typical
style and approach.

John Yallop

Rateigh's birthplace: the story of East Budleigh, by Lilian Sheppard. Budleigh
Salterton: Granary Press, 1983, 84pp. £4.00, ISBN 0962360196

Fast Budleigh has long needed an historian, nat anly because of its associations
with ong of the great Elizabethans but in its own right as the centre of an interest-
ing part of Devon, the Otter valley. In fact it was sensible to include in the book
a few details about the neighbouring parishes of Otterton, ete. One can only sympa-
thise with the author in her efforts io unravel the complexities of the manorial
history of Budleigh itself which, like those of so many Devon parishes, did not
disappear when, in the sixteenth cenfury, various eechesiastical corporations gave
way to laymen, in this case largely the DPuke family. Eventually came the Rolles
and more use could have been made of their papers in the Devon Record Office,
¢specially for details of the Raleigh connection, Walter Raleigh senior’s lease of
1551 {which incidentally only concerned the principal farm of the mauor, the later
Hayes Barton) shows that at that time there was a chapel there dedicuated to St
James, Has auy trace of {t sver been found? [t would be useful, too, to have an
expert opinion on the date of the present farmhouse. By 1569, when voung Walter
was anly 15, his pareats had moved into Exeter and it was his oldest half-brother
George wha mustered at Budleigh, Then there is the little church-manor of Budleigh
Polsloe, but here the author is misleading in her assumption that the nuns lived in
the parish. From their priory in the parish of Heavitree near Exeter they merely
drew the reat of the glebe and the tithes of the parish, all of which they would
lease to jaymen, and they only ‘served’ the church in the sense of providing a
stipend for a vicar, The maintenance of the fabric was the responsibility of the
parishioners. Most of the tithe wool will have been sold to local manulactinrers of
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cloth, Devon wool having little or no sale abroad. And while on the subject of cloth,
l_he shears so beautifully depicted on one of the benchends in the parish church
{aied alse in one of the author’s many delightful sketches), being square-ended
must be cloth shears, not sheep shears which would have pointed ends.

But these are minor shortcomings in a book upon which a great deul of time
angl trouble has been lavished. That being so, when a new edition 8 called for the
author should be persuaded, for the benefit of those who will follow in her foot-
steps, to provide a more adequate and precise list of her sources.

Joyee Youings

The Parliamentary Survey of the Duchy of Cornwall; Part I (Isles of Scilly to West
Antoay and Manors in Devon); edited by Norman J. G. Pounds. Deven and Cornwall
Record Society., New Series v: 27, 1984, 271p. Available from the Assistant Sec-
retary, D & CRS, 7 The Close, Exeter, Exeter. £8.00 including postage.

This voltme completes the Devon and Cornwall Record Sozicty's publication of
the Survey of Duchy possessions in Devon and Cornwall, initiated by Partiament in
1649-50, prier to the sale of Crown lands. This second volume is of particular
interest to historions in Devon, as it includes the Duchy properties in that county.
They consisted of the Manor of Bradlord (scattered over Pyworithy and Clawton
parishes); the Honour, Manor and Borough of Braduineh; the Borough of Lydford
and its castle, the Manors of Shebbear, South Teign and West Ashford, and the
Honours of Plympton and Okehampton. [n addition, the Survey gives an account
of the Water Liberties of the port of Dartmouth and of Sutton Pool, by Plymouth.

The Cornish surveys are also completed in this volume by the inclusion {alpha-
betically) of all properties from the [stes of Scitly to West Antony. One interesting
point which arises on the large and importunt manor of Tewington and its neigh-
bour, Treverbyn Courtney, is a reference to the stute of the local tin industry, In
this immediate post-war period it was reported that manorial dues from tin were
unusually low, owing to “little tin being wrought in respect the mines do fail™.
Another report of interest, this time on Trematon Manor, related to the castle there,
which was in an even maore advanced state of dilapidation than when Richard Carew
wrote fifty years previously. The wnfortunate Keeper lived {if indeed he did) in
“one old ruined house "', and the chupel had become a barn.

The amount and variety of detail for the Devonshire manors nearly equals
that for Cornwall. Information includes names of tenanis and their tenements;
types of tenures; details of woods and of trees on tenants’ holdings; commons;
mills; and manorial courts and customs, There is less detail of manor and barton
houses, but the “Mansion House” for Bradninch Manor was Exeter (Rougemont?
Castie, and there is a nice comment that the ditches had been made into gardens
and set with fruit trees until the castle wag garrisoned in the war, when they were
liid waste and reverted to castle ditches. Elsewhere, frequent mention of farm
buildings - linneys, barns, shippons, ox and pig houses — and of field names and
acreages could contribute valuable data for g study of local farming in the mid
seventeenth century.

One weakness in the first volume of this publication {reviewed in 2/ 25) was
the faulty or inadequate identification of place names. Since that volume came out,
Professor Pounds has wisely sought the advice of Professor Charies Thomas and
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Mr Oliver Padel (of the Institute of Cornish Studlies) an this thorny question. and
includes a list of ¢orrections for Volume 1,

Even so, historians must still approach these surveys with cantion. It might be
supposed from what is known of their compilation that they represent accurate
and up-to-date accounts of the Duchy’s possessions in 1649-50, but it scems this
might be too naive and optimistic a view, ln Devon and Cornwel! Notes and Querics,
v.22, pt. XVIII, 1946, Mr Croft Andrew gave a list of Duchy tenants jn the Borough
of Saltash, from a document in his possession which he dated to the years 1617,
This list is virtuafly identical with the names on the Survey of 1650, Mr Peter Hull,!
Archivist of Corawall County Record Office (where this document is now lodged)
puts the upper date limit at 1641, but it is still obvious that the Parliamentary
Surveyors were perpetuating an out-of-date rental, some of whose tenants were
dead by then,

One has to face the fact, therefore, that the survey material cannot be asstimed
to be true to 1649-50 unless checked from other sources. Nevertheless, cven taking
this into account, publication of these Surveys gives historians in Devon and Corn-
wall invaluable material and a starting point for many investigations. This publica-
tion increases the indebtedness of historians in both counties to the work of the
Devon and Cornwall Record Society and its editors,

Veronica Chesher

I. [ copsnlted Mr Hulb on this question and am grateful for his opinion, which substantiates
my sUspicions.

Aunt Belle's Diary: transcribed and compiled by Constance Cowan and Lois
Castledine. Duluth, Mn. 1984, iii, 337pp

On November Gth 18972 the Misses Fean and [sabella Cowan sailed from New York
on the steamship *“City of New Yark™ for a journey through England and Scotland.
Tsabella, who was then twenty-nine years of age kept a daily journal of their activi-
ties which the family has now published privately in the United States. As soon as
the sisters had landed in Liverpool they sct off on the “Rail Road” for Torquay
where (hey stayed for nearly four months before moving on to Cheltenham. Nearly
half the diary concesns the Torquay part of their vacation, Esabella was an observant
and articulate young lady and her account is therefore a unique record of life in
late-Victorian Tarquay seen through American eyes. Belle and Jean “‘travelled
Second class from Liverpool to Tarquay: a distance of 305 miles for $9.15 in
8 hours and 30 minutes. We were guite disappointed with English travel accommo-
dotions. .. All the arrangements are so different, that we were two or three hours
enroute before we felt at ease. I have often heard of English cars being divided into
apartments but was not prepared to be so shut tp as we were. Our apartment was
about 5 feet wide. Its ong long seat, placed so that we rode backwards, was much
more comfortable than its tather shabby appearance promised ...” She also
commented at lenpgth on the difficulties operating *the clumsy leather-strap™
used to open and close the carriage window. The Cowans visited Kents Cavern,
attended Torguay Natural History Society lectures and walked to all the jocal
beauty-spots including Ansteys Cove and Cockington. The vaparies of English
politics were noted. On November 29th 1392 they were taken to the Carnival
{with torch-light procession) by Annie, their housemaid “'and her mother who are
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Conservitive, accounting it inferior because it was under Liberal management.
They tell us that the Liberals are so stingy they even refused 1o mark the event of
Torquay’s organisation as a town {the granting of Borough status], until foread to
de so by the Conservative sentiment ™.

It is however in the small matters of life that the Diary's special charm lics.
Hlaving recorded supper with bread and butter, tez and whilings, Belle wrote:
“All was of the best, as it ought to be, costing as it did 2/6 cach. Chilled through
and through by the fog and damp, we sat around, or rather before the fireplace,
warming our feetf, airing our night-garments, and asg usuat, when glone, talking of

scenes and people far away.” On another occasion they called “at a shop which -

handles only “Honiton Lace”. We found the lady very talkative. She showed us
some very nice pteces, runging in prices from 35, to 20s. for lace and lrom 9s. to
£3 for handkerchicis'. This was of course Miss Tregale who died aged nearly ane
hundred a few years apo, welt-known locally as the shop-keeper who never aceepled
decimal colnage. This fascinating book is tllustrated throughout with prints and
phatographs from the Boronph of Torbay’s Pertrait of Torbay.

John R, Pike

Outside the faw: studies in crime and order 1650-1850; wlited by John Rule
University of Excter, 1983, viii, [2%pp. (Exeter Papersin Economic History, no. 1 5).
£2.50. 1SBN 0 85989 188 7.

This book consists of tive essays by different historians on aspects of crime and
arder in Southern and South Western counties of England. The first deals with the
enforcement of a Commonwealth Act of 1650 to reduce incest, adultery and
fornication in Devon but the remainder are concerned with the period 1780-1850
and deal with trickery in market places, rioteus militia men, erosion of wood-
pathering tights by owners of estates and shecp stealing. The essays are all well
written and comprehensible, being indeed a refreshing contrast to some recent
historical work about crime and pauperism which can unhappily only be undes-
stood by the small number of readers conversant with the language used. Further-
more they are rigotously researched and impartially argued while containing much
interesting and colourfid detail about the various activities under discussion,

There is in some of the essays consideration of various themes developed by
E. P. Thampson in Whigs and Hunters (1975) and by D. Hay eraf in Alblon's Fatal
Tree {1975} who illustrated the relationship between Jocal custom, diserder and
criminal faw enforcement during the earlier part of the eighteenth century. Thus
there is considerable discussion of the intricacy of rights to gather wood and the
struggle between luncdowners and local people and detailed examination of the
considerations underlying exemplary sentencing of riotous militia men and sheep
stealers together with analysis of motive among sheep stealers and discussion of
the diversity of loeal market-place traditions which, despite the desire of govern-
ment for greater unifermity, plainly made more prevalent both confusion and
sharp praciice among traders.

One underlying theme of much of this book is that of tension between local
practices and customs and formal centrally determined legal oblipations and state
administrative requirements. Indeed the relationship between *“local administrative
procedures™ and “centralist ukaze™ (p.15) and the replacement of an intimate,
reciprocal, localised society by a “new form of social order in which the importance
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was placed upon contract, the cash nexus. .. and responsivencss to market forces™
(P9 have roceived much attention from historians who have tended to see the
urban, demagraphic and industrinl changes of the period 1780-1850 as catalysts of
the decline of institutional idiesyncrasy and the acceleration of centralization,
institutional uniformity and organizational efficicney (Perkin), Fhese essays, with
other local crime and destitution studies, suggest to we that we need to deepen avr
understanding of the relationship between the state and locality as far as socinl and
penal policy are concerded in other centuries in order to test the adequacy of this
analysis. Thus the essavist an sexual morality in seventeenth century Devon points
ta fairly determined, if short lived, attempts by the State to compel reluctant
justices zealously fo enforce moral legislation and other examples of more forceful
central intervention earlier in that century readily to spring to mind (the Poor
Laws), In contrast, as another essayist remarks, in some areas rights, far example of
wood collection, survived the statutory definitions of property offences up to the
twenticth century. These essays are predominantly about the history of crime,
but they are also of interest to bistorians who are concerned with the tension
between iocal idiesynerasy and the growing tendsncy towards administrative
uniformity and should be read by those who are studying either,

W. ), Forsythe

The Exeter Canaf, by Kenneth R. Clew, Chichester, Phillimore, 1984, 112pp.
£9.95. ISBN (85033 544 2

In terms of production this is a handsome volume, with twelve pages of plates,
several illustrations and five maps. The history of the canal ttsclf, as described by
this experienced writer of canal histories, is in comparison one of physical neglect
and financial disaster, Only in its recent metamorphosis as a teisuve facility can the
canal be regarded as g success.

From the fime the city of Uxeter built the lighter canal in the late sixteenth
century {to undermine the economic power of the Courtenays) 1l the nincteenth
century, the story of neglect, under-investment and unprofitability dominates the
life of the canal. In the process, too, it damaged the reputations of John Trew and
James Green when they took responsibility for its improvement. By 1820 when
Green produced his report on necessary improvements the canal was dilupiduted
and inefficlent, but tie serge trade had collapsed and so revenue could not finance
the improvements which were done on mortgage. The new Carporation after 1832
was horrified to find the costs had run up to £113,000 of which £20,000 was
umauthorised, Moreover no profit had been made and the railwuys were approach-
ing,

‘This frightened the mortgagees and they secured restrictions on canal expendi-
ture in the hope of recovering their capital. The canal laboured under this strangle-
hold until the city bought them out in 1883; by then it was too late, A temporary
improvement in trade came in the 1890s but the two world wars deepencd the
decline. A revival in the 1930s proved to be only momentary and by Y64 a new
peak deficit was expected, Tlere were those who argoued that the canal wax s much
a part of the city’s heritage as the cathedral and thanks to the initiatives of the
Maritime Musenm this was to become so - though it was also cheaper to keep
open the canal than to close it. Conunercial traffic on the canal ceused in 1972
and ror the rest of the decade the City Council prevaricated. But for the success
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