





MIGRATION AND THE SOCIAL GEOGRAPHY OF MID-NINETEENTH
CENTURY PLYMOUTH

Mark Brayshay & Vivien Poinion

Mid-nineteenth century Plymouth was indisputably Devon’s most cosmopolitan
town, (1} Birthplaces recorded in the censuses from 1851 onwards reveal a remark-
able diversity of origins and, although the evidence does not directly include infor-
mation about the routes by which these in-migrants made their way to Plymouth

- {2), there can be little doubt that the rich mixture of their various backgrounds and
experience added considerably io the prosperity and development of the town in
Victorian times.

Migration te Plymouth of course contributed to the prodigious growth in total
population, In 180] the census recorded 19,447 people in Plymouth and Stone-
house; by 1851 the population was 64,200, and by the close of the century it stood
at 122,747, Thus, in the course of only a hundred years there had been a six-fold
increase and Plymouth had become a city in all but name. (3} But migration

: boosted demopraphic growth net simply in absclute terms, but also by enhancing
the town’s potential for natural increase, since young adults between the ages of

. 20-35 yecars tend always to be the most maobile group in any society, and they
certainly dominated the ranks of in-migrants to Piymouth during the last cen-
tury.{(4)

Although the town grew physically, its rate of areal expansion, and the increase
in the urban housing stock, failed to keep pace with the demands of a growing
population, The inevitable consequence was a level of overcrowding and a degree
of environmental blight irt certain parts of Plymouth which were amongst the worst
to be found anywhere in Britain. (5) Ineffective urban management was partly to
blame and corrective measures weze slow to take effect, but despite these serious
defects in Plymouth’s physical fabric, nothing seemed to have seriously impaired
the economic success of the town. Industries based upon imports were particularly
prosperous. (6) Chemicals, for example, supported local fertiliser-, spap-, and starch-
making factories; white timber, grain and hides were used in furniture- and boat-
building, biscuif-baking, brewing, distilling and tanning, (7} Plymouth was also a
key retail centre and served as a major livestock market for West Devon and East
Cornwail. The proximity of the Royal Dockyard and the presence of the armed
forces in the town created a constant need for a wide range of goods and services,
bringing considerable benefits to the local economy: Even Plymouth's preponder-
ance of ‘navy wives’ made a significant ®conomic contribution. Their skills as

. dressmakers and shirt-makers were not only well-known locally but had becn recog-
nised further afield. London businesses sent work down to Plymouth because they
could depend on the quality of ‘garments made up in the town’. (8)

Job opportunities in Plymouth must therefore have acted as a powerful magnet,
attracting migrants in large numbers from the rest of Devon, from Cornwall and a
host of other origins. In 18472 the government established an emigration depot in
Piymouth and this brought welcome extra trade to local ship brokers, victvallers
and retailets. (9) Moreover, in the aftermath of the potato famine, the depot was
used to accommodate thousands of Irish people on their way to the colonies;
though many seem to have progressed no further than Plymouth. Steamers provided
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a regular link with the Irish ports of Belfast, Dublin and Cork and by 1854 a permna-
nent Irish-born community was well-established in a snwall area to the north of
Milibay [Docks.

The Origins of Plymouth’s Migrants

While the patterns of migration to many other provincial towns in Victorian Britain
has been carefully studied,(10) very little detailed work has been carried out on
Plymouth. For instance, almost nothing has been wrnitten so far about where in the
town the in-migranis lived. Still iess has been said about the kind of ¢employment
they found in Plymouth, and there has been no real exploration of whether a pattern
of residential and social segregation similar ta that cbserved elsewhere in mid-
nineteenth century Britain had emerged in this West Devon town.(11) Few
historians would deny that answers to these questions are crucial to a better under-
standing of the evolution of Plymonth’s social and physical structure, but to secure
them demands a detailed and painstaking study of sources like the mid-Victorian
manuscript census returns. {12}

To these ends a sample of data has been extracted from the 1831 {and 1371}
census enumerators books for Plymouth and Stoneliouse as the basis of a much
larger study of the social geography of the towns, but part of that computerised
data file is used here in this ariicie about migration.(13) Of course the census
only records an individual's birthpizce and not his personal migration history.
Some people enumerated in Plymouth on census night would have arrived in the
town only after numerous moves to other places, The data we have are therefore
only an imperfect surrogate, Nevertheless, even though we must focus on ‘fife-time
migration, the partial picture this yields is still immensely valuabie, (14)

A cursory perusal of the published census data shows that the principal birth-
places of the inhabitants of Plymouth and Stonehouse were, in rank arder of
numerical importance, Deven, Cornwall, Ireland, Londeon, Somersst, Overseas
origins, Hampshire, Kent, Gloucester, Wales, and ‘Islands in the British Scas’.
{Tabie 1). Although it is not possible from published tables to distinguish how
many of the Devon-bora people were actually natives of Plymouth, the *ten-per-
cent’ sample drawn from the manuscript census return for 1851 suggests that 42.5%
of the inhabitants of the town were in fact Plymothians by birth. Table | indicates
therefore that of the combined 1851 population of Plymouth and Stonehouse of
64,200, approximately 36,908 people were not natives of the town: in effect, well
aver half of her population consisted of ‘in-migrants’.

incvitably, the most numerous group of migrants was drawn from origins
¢losest to Plymouth. Thus Devon gnd Cornwall parishes alone accounted for 40.0%
of the town’s 1851 population. Indeed, distance may be cited as a key factor ex-
ptaining the overall pattern of migration to Plymouth: not simply from relatively
local sources, but from more distant origing as well. However, as the distance
increases, the simplicity of the pattern tends to be distorted. The influence of
‘intervening opportunities’ such as the attractions of a rival town and the varying
availabilily of some convenient means of iransport are both facters which help to
explain why some sources appear to have contributed more migrants to Plymonuth
by 1851 than other places situated the same distance away. Of course, the popula-
tion size of the ‘sending area’ also had an effect on the numbers of people from
that area eventuzily making their way to Plymouth, Thus the presence in Plymouth
of more than 1,200 people born in London was probably as much a reflection of

Table 1 — Ranked Birthplaces of Plymouth Inhabitants {85]

Com- Percentage
East bined of Total
Plymouth Stonehouse Total Rank  Population
Natives of
Plymouth &
Stonelpuse e - 27,292 (0 42.5
. Rest of Devon e o 19,123 % (2) 29.8
{Devon total 38,415 8,000 46,415)
Cornwall 5,180 1,599 6.779 (2) 10.6
Freland 1,792 424 1,216 ) 3.3
London 1,215 228 1,443 (5 2.2
Somerset 747 384 1,131 (6) 1.8
Foreign 752 134 886 (N 1.4
Hampshire 560 160 720 (8) 11
Kent 360 96 456 (9) 0.7
Gloucester 320 95 415 1§ 0.6
Wales 283 121 404 () 0.6
Islands t - 276 34 330 (2 0.5
{Remainder 2,321 684 31.005)
Totals = 52,221 11,979 64,200

Scurce: Published Volumes of 1851 Census: 10 per cent sample.

* These figures are estimates derived from the 10% sample drawn from the manu-
script census data, This suggested that 41.2% of the Pevon-born group were
barn outside Plymouth and Stonehouse,

1 Dominated by the Channe! Islands.

the capital’s muassive population as any particular attraction which this West Devon
town may have held for such people. Nevertheless, Plymouth’s accessibility by
coastal steamer does seem to have been a key influence in encouraging substantial
migration from other ports and seaboard counties of the British Isles, (Figure 1),

A clear picture of the effects of all these factors (distance, population size of
the ‘sending area’, intervening opportunities, and means of travel) emerges when



the rate of migration to Plymouth from ¢ach parish in Pevon and Cornwall is
mapped for the census year 1851, (Figure 2). The dominance of origins situated
very close to Plymouth was clearly very little affected either by their refative size
or by any stight variation in distance. Intervening opportunities for migrants from
Kingsbridge, Modbury or Saltash for instance were very few and the means of
travel to Plymouth was readily avalable, Further afield, hawever, those parishes
well-served by a regular road transport connection (Figure 3) or with a relatively
large population tended to contribute preportionately more migrants than neigh-
bouring parishes situated at a similar distance from Plymouth.

Although the precise motives of individual migrants can rarcly be recovered
from surviving evidence, we may speculate on the importance of the lines of com-
munication which must have helped the woukl-be migrant to make a decision to
move. The carters and van drivers who regunlarly plied the routes between Plymouth
and other parts of the South West not only provided a kind of ad hoe removal
service for ordinary people, but would also have been a valued scurce of gossip
and information about life in the town, the job opportunities and the accommoda-
tien possibilities that Plymouth could offer. The same must also have been true of
the crews of the steambeoats operating in and out of Plymouth. Thus, especially in
the pre-railway age, the horse-drawn wagon, coach or van played a social role almost
gqual in impartance to their acknowledged econoamic role in shaping the emerging
geography of provincial towns like Plymouth.

Plymouth's [rish Community

The contribution of [rish immigrants to the building of Britain’s infrastructure has
become a commanplace of history and in Plymouth the labourers who recorded,
lor example, County Cork ar County Kildare as their place of birth in the census
almost certainly found work on the great civil engincering projects of the day. An
almost unbroken series of developments crcated a constant demand for labour: the
building of the Breakwater across Plymouth Sound, the development of Miilbay
Docks and the construction of the South Devon Railway not only profoundly
changed the face of the town, but also attracted migrant workers in their hundreds,
Other, more modest building activities also flourished as much-needed housing was
erected on the periphery of the town, new roads were installed, new sewers laid
and civic buildings were extended and developed. {15}

Although the 2,216 I[rish people in Plymouth only represented 3.5% of the
town’s {851 population, they were a highly sepregated group. Figure 4 shows that
the bulk of the Irish were concentrated in just two census enumeration districts.
Their homes in places like Victory Court were amongst the least salubrious in
Plymouth and, as a group, the Erish were more overcrowded than any other. More-
over, the manuscript census returns recorded a disproportionately large number of
Irish houscholds headed by a widow — perhaps reflecting the short life-span of
manuat labourers in Victorian times. Certainly, Plymouth's Irish quarter was dealt
repeated heavy blows by epidemic disease in the 18405 and early 18505, (16) One
blackspot in the cholera epidemic of 1849 was Quarry Court. Two years later the
census enumerators found 16 separate households comprising 95 individuals crowd-
ed into onty six houses. But this was by no means the worst example. In Stonchoust
Lane there was a single house containing 9 families totalling 65 people, of whom
some 49 were frish born,
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Other Groups of Migrants

While no other group matched the Irish in their residential segregation, an analysis
of the distribution of migrants from Cornwall, and from origins including other
ports and ‘seaboard counties’(17) did reveal important variations. (Figure 4). The
map showing the pattern of Cornish-born residents in Plymouth indicates relatively
large concentrations in enumeration disiricts of high social status. The census
evidence clearly shows that the prosperous, well-to-do people of Plymouth - defined
by measures such as ‘servant-owning’, occupation, and the rateable value of their
housing (18) — tended to cluster in particular areas of the town. Since there were
almost twice as many female migrants from Cornwall as there were male, the vast
majority of these women being aged between 20-35 years, their residential pattern
in Plymouth almost certainly reflects their occupations, Table 2 shows that of those
Cornish migrants sfating a occupation in the census, 28.7% were employed in
domestic service, If appears therefore that Cornish girls came to Plymouth to find
work as servanis in the middle-class homes of the town and many would have
secured their posts through the network of servants’ registries which were well-
established by the middle of the century. (19)

Table 2 — Occupational Classification of Plymouth’s Migrants, 1851

1851 Drardasen of Corresh born samaka shahnots

1851 Thatnibuname of amgse bt va Plymooth awl East Stooebomes
B0+

500-593

fhe e

0__rar A (wﬁ-j\

SBS1 Dhatednateoes f sampe born e seaboaed countws (M

L W00-14 8
; Si-99%

1851 Dhsirduton ol ¥sh born sampfe nhatatants

i |ot-49

Occupation Group: Total
Sample
Birthplace: 1 2 3 4 s 6 n=27292
Devan 121 309 176 31 934 152 1723
7.0% | 17.9% | 10.2% | 1.8% | 54.2% | B.8% {100%)
Cornwall 26 100 23 11 149 34 348
7.5% | 28.7% | 8.0% 3.2% | 42.8% | 9.8% {100%)
‘Seaboard 30 17 30 — 53 13 143
Counties’ 21.0% | 11.9% | 21.0% 37.1% | 9.0% (100%)
freland 14 15 2 — 17 30 78
17.9% | 19.2% | 2.6% 21.8% | 38.5% {100%
Key:
1. Professions, Army and Navy, Government Service.
2. Domestic Service.
3. Commerce and Transport.
4. Agricuiture.
5, Industry and Manufacturing.
&, General Labourers,

Based on the Census Classification of Occupations.

Source: 10% sample from 1851 Census.
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The shading refers to the percentages in each Enumerat:on District born in the places identified on the map.

Figure 4 — The residential distribution of migrant groups in Plymouth, 1851,

But an excess of females over males was not only a feature of the Cornish-born
residents of Plymouth in 1851. In keeping with ports in general, ail groups in the
town tended to contain more women than men, {20} The wives and families of
men serving onboard ships of the Royal and Merchant Navy account for much of
this imbalance, but the census alsc reveals an unusnally large number of single,
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unattached women as well. Prostitution was cammon in Plymouth as it was in
Portsmouth and Southampton and although neither the ‘notes for guidance® nor
the propriety of the Victorian census enumerators allow us any clear picture of
the true number of women so employed, the occasional use of a euphemism in the
‘occupations’ column of the record does confirm their presence in the town. (21)

Predictably the map showing the distribution of migrants from so-called
‘seaboard counties’ {which includes Anglesey and the other offshore British Islands)
is less well defined, (Figure 4). However, the hint of a concentration in the area
around Millbay Dock does reftect the origins of many migrants jn other dockyard
towns and ports. Moreover, while many would have been unskilled labourers at the
daily beck-and-call of the wharfingers, others possessed skills which afforded them
greater prosperity and enabled them to meet the higher rents of newer housing on
the northern edge of the town. Thus a seccondary concentration can be picked out
in those areas. There were people from Chatham, Portsmouth, Sheerness, Pembroke
and the Channel Islands in these arcas of Plymouth and the ¢census of 1871 showed
not only a substantial increase in the number of migrants from these sources but
also a higher leve! of residential scgregation,

Qccupations

So far the relationship between the birthplaces and the oecupations of Plymouth’s
in-migrants has only been touched upon where it secmed to explain their residential
distribution. The detailed pattern of employment revealed in the analysis of the
1851 manuscript census is too complex to enable a satisfactory description to be
attempted here, but the much-simplified breakdown of occupations shown in
Table 2 dves make one important point very clear, People from different origins
displayed markedly different occupational compositions. As referred to earlier.
the Irish were dominated by general labourers, while the Cornish contained the
largest percentage of domestic servants. As might be expected, those migrants born
in ‘seaboard counties’ tended to be employed either in the ‘professious, army,
navy, or government service” or in industries (especially those connected with the
docks}. Plymouth's Devon-born inhabitants were well-represented in all the major
accupation groups, but dominated the town's manufacturing industry. Thus, in
secking to explain the pattern of migration to mid-nineteenth century Plymouth
shown by the manuscript census returns, it is important to add to the list of factors
already considered eatlier in this article the demand in the town for particular skills,
Migrants tended to be drawn from areas where such skills were in abundance and
so added to the growing prosperity and development af the town.

Conclusion

Migration clearly played a key role in shaping the social geography of Plymouth
during the last century, This article has argued that inhabitants of the town from
different aorigins not only exhibited different occupational structures, but aiso
different residential distributions. The social and demographic composition of the
various migrant groups also differed, and while these patterns did not remain
static from one census to the next, analysis of later enumerations has tended to
confirm that the hroad contrasts described in this short article tended to persist.
Nineteenth-century cities generally were rapidly beecoming “multi-cetlular’ in social

i?

character; the divisions between rich and poor became more sharply focussed. The
process of social sifting and sorting which produced such divisions owes much to
the arrival of migrants. The tendency of some groups to cleave together in tight-knit
communities produced in Plymouth a new social mosaic which exerted a profoundly
important effect on the evolution of the town in Victorian times.

Footnotes:

(1} Modern Plymouth is a union ol {hiee towns: Plymouth, East Stonehouse and Devonport.
This study refers to Plymouth anid fast Stonehouse, but not to Devonport which was
administratively separate from Piymouth until 1914.

£21 Tt is possible in many cases to (il in some details about the movements of an in-migrant
from the various birthplaces of childzen born to the famity and recorded in the manu-
script census. At best, however, such information is likely to be only an ecratic guide to
any intervening moves.

(3) Fven whon the Three Towns were legally joined in 1914, Plymoutl was stifl only a
{onnty Borough. City status was not achieved until 1928,

{4} Tor example 41% of the Cornish-bor, 36% of the Irish-barn and 33% of the *Seaboard
Countizs’ migtants were in this age group in the 1851 census of Plymouth.

(5} Sce: Brayshay, M. and V. Pointon ‘Local politics and public health in mid-nincicenth-
ventury Plymouth®, Medical History, 1983, vol 27 162-78,

(6)  William White, History, Gazeteer and Directory of Devonshire, Shefficld, 1830. pp
652-3.

{73 Sece ulso: Post Office Directory of Devanshire, London, 1956, p. 22,

(8) By 1889 Kelly's Directory of Devonshire {p.367} comments "it may be noted 4s a matter
of interest that a considerable part of the costumes displayed in the great London ware-
houses of Peter Robinson, Whiteley and others, are made in Plymouth’,

{9) Trayshay, M. 'Government ussisted emigration from Plymouth in the nineteenth cen-
tury®, Rep. Trans. Devon dss. Advine Sci, vol 112: 185-213.

{10Y  Other researchers have published studies of towns including York, Preston, Nottingham,
Chotioy, St. Helens, Wigan, Wakeficld, Swansea, Cardiff, Merthyr Tydfil and Liverpool,
to name but a fow.

(11} A good reccat summary of work in this field is: Johnson, . H. and C. G. Pooley, The
Structure of Nineteenth Cenury Cities, Croom Helm, 1982,

{12y Of course a range of other sources need to be consulted as well, Ditectories, rate books,
newspapers, contemporary maps and many other documents yicid. information which
can be integrated with census evidence to reconstruct the structure of a town.

(13)  This lurger study js the subject of Vivien Pointon’s PhD thesis which is in preparation.

{14) The term "life-time’ migration is commanly used by urban historians to mean a connt of
people whase place of enumeration on census night was different from their stated place
of birth.

(13) The larger projects are well documented. See for example: Gill, C. Plymouth: A Haw
history vol 2. David & Churles, 1979. Plymouth’s Local Board of Health was responsible
for installing & ncw sewerage system and for mumerous sireel Improvement projects
after 1854, See note 5.

(16) Sce note 5. The General Board of Health correspondence in the Pubtic Record Office
contains further information about Plymouth’s unhealthy districts and the squalor of
the lrish quarter.

(17} Seabourd Counties comprise 27 counties of Lngland sand Wales which have a sea coast,
plus Anglesey and the offshore islands, inevitably some origins (2.2. Kent, Hampshire,
Somerset, Dorset and Pembroke) oveurred much more frequently than others, but for
the purposes of this article the whole group is considered as a single source.

(18) Qnly the Plymouth {Watch) Rate Book for 1869-70 survives but this is nevertheless
adequate to yield comparative indices for the various districts of the town.
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(18} A recent useful study of domestic service in nineteenth-century Exeter by Jane Emcrson
appeared in Devon Historign, vol 25, 1982, pp 10-14.

(20}  There were only 57 males to every 100 females amongst the Cornish born, this compares
with 74 amongst the Devon-born tn-migrants and 83 amongst the native population of
Plymouth.

(21) In the 1871 census a group of women in Newport Street were specificaily recorded as
prostitutes but this was not a usual practice amongst the caumerators, Under the terms
of the Contagious Diseases Act local police forces were required to return the number of
brothels in urban areas and figures for Plymouth in the 1880s disclose that there were
§_Q0 wemen in ‘Greater Plymouth® resident in brothels at that time. Sec: Walkowitz, J.

The making of an outcast group: Prostitutes and working women in nineteenth centuty

Flymouth and Southampton’ in 4 Widening Sphere: Changing roles of Victorian Womett
ed by Martha Vicinus, Indiang UP, 1977 ppg72?93. se 4

DEVON HISTORY SCCIETY PUBLICATIONS

The following numbers of The Devon Historign can be obtained for £1.00 {plus
postage) from Mrs 8, Stirling, Devon & Exeter Institution, 7 The Close, Exeter:
Nos, 1-6, 8-10, 12-14, 17-21, 24-26. Also available {all prices plus postage): Devon
Newspapers, 60p; Index to Devon fistorian 1-15, 20p; Devon Hibliography 1980
(=DH No.22), 50p; Devon Bibliography 1981, 60p.

The Hon. Secretary, Mr John Pike, 82 Hawkins Avenue, Chelston, Torquay,
would be glad to acquire copies of The Devon Historian Nos. 7, 11, 15, 16, 23
which are now out of stock.,

GEQRGE BROOKE OF WHIMPLE, 1785-¢.1850
Greg Finch

‘The stare of agricultural distress, which now prevails throughout
England, has induced me to offer for the perusal of persons of my
immediate neighbourhood the following pages. Not from the
smallest idea that the mode of composition or the incidents con-
tatned therein will afford the enlightened reader the slightest
amusement, but from the hope that the unvarnished and, I fear,
imperfect narrative may render at leust some assisiance to the
unfortunate and speculating agriculturist; as well as to persons of
circumseribed incomes, who may from necessity or otherwise
entertain intentions of emigrating to Upper Canada.’
So begins an account, written in {823, of the topography and celonial economic
life of what is now part of the Canadian State of Ontario, together with hints to
potential emigrants, The 15,000 word draft was never published but remains an
interesting description of early colonial Canada at a time when emigration schemes
to the Dominions were being much discussed.(1)

Of more direct interest to us is that its author was a Devonian farmer and
landowner by the name of George Brooke, and that the second half of the recently
discovered small leather-bound notebook in which he described his Canadian
travels, made between August 1822 and January 1823, contains drafts of business
and other letters written over the ensuing four or five years which convey some
idea of the activities and attitudes of a member of the lesser Devon gentry in the
difficult post- Napoleonic Wars period.{2) In many ways George’s background
makes it surprising that he should have undertaken such a dangerous and ambitious
journey, for his family had been deeply rooted in their own small estate fust outside
Whimple viliage in East Devon for at least a century. On Benjamin Donn’s Map of
Devon, made in 1765, his grandfather Eljjah Brook is described as ‘Esq.’ (3} and
when the Land Tax records begin in 1780 Elijah appears as master of Siewton and
Perriton estate, paying £19 10s. 8d., which suggests a modest nominal annual value
of just under £100. (4)

George was born at Slewton in 1785(5) and came intc possession of that
farm in 1809, the year of his marriage to Susan, the daughter of William Guppy Esq.
of Farway. It was a match that no doubt consolidated his position as a landowner
of modest means. With the acquisition of a few small tenements during the War
years, the Brooke estate covered 318 acres in Whimple by 1842, in which year
much of the parish was divided between owner-occupiers except for the larger 870
acre estate owned by Captain Thomas Wentworth Buller.{6) George was, therefore,
not without some standing among his neighbours (with whom he haggled over
shooting rights, hedge maintenance, field buying and so on), but had neither the
material resources or armigerous family heritage to be able to class himself along-
side the leading landowners and nobility of the district.

The deferential tone of his many letters to the latter show his awareness of
his socia} position while at the same time demonstrating his obvious belief that it
was their responsibility faithfully to represent the views and interests of the Devon
yeomanry in Parliament. His determination to promote his own strong opinions
comes across clearly from his notebook, and the same energy undoubtedly had a
great deal to do with his journey to Canada. In 1820 he had written to Sir Thomas
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Dyke Acland, M.P. having been ‘requested by the agriculturists of this neighbaur-
hood to return you their sincere thanks for the very able support you have lately
given their cause in Parliament’(7) which suggests that he was the informal spokes-
man of his fellaw farmers — perhaps they had decided that he was the most lucid
protagonist of their interests.

The proposed experimental easing of Corn Law restrictions in 1825 stirred
him to an impassioned pleas for the continnation of protection for the English
arable farmer in a letter to an un-named peer in April of that year:

‘However specious the appearance may be of doing justice to our
colonies by allowing importation of their praduce to the Mother
Country it cannot be held to be a sound policy to give the off-
spring such a footing and in so doing endanger the parent,. .. If
Hich an attack was made on the mercantile interests the Tables
of both Houses of Partiament would groan with petitions, as your
Lordship must have found from those classes of society in ald of
the most trifling motion, But the English farmer carries on mend-
ing his plough more than his pen and being worn out by bodily
exertion during the day, instead of employing himself in literary
pursuits or being the host house of the day, he ix obliged (o rest
and prepare himself for the fatigues that await him.’

Within a manth, in a letter to the ‘Hon.y Members of the East Devon {? Division)’,
he had turned his attention to tithes, which he referred to asi—

‘that nursery of dissenters, that bane to agricultural improve-
mtents, that bone of contention between the vlergyman and his
parishioners, that absenter af the minds of the clergy from their
religious duties, the system by which tythes are at present exact-
ed. Can it be wondered at that agricultural improvements proceed
so slowly in a county such as ours where in most parts the owners
and aceupiers of lands are obliged te be at sv great an expence in
draining, and clergymen have the unjust opportunity of taking
a tenth of the very first produce of the land so brought into
cultivation, which of course includes a tenth of the capital em-
ployed and a tenth gf the sweat of the poor furmer’s brow? Can
there be a greater barrier to the labourer receiving sufficient
wages than this ahuge? "

Brooke’s enterprising spirit appears to have had 2 practical, as well as a literary,
form for he was prepared to experiment with hop-growing, which although wel}
suited to the rich soil and kind climate of lowland East Devon was both far removed
from the main cenires of its culture, in Kent and the Severn Valley, and always
something of ‘a gambler’s crop in mixed farming, encouraging a gambler’s atti-
tude’ (8) because of the heavy financial outiays involved and the extreme fluctua-
tions in both harvest and price. It was no doubt partly with this in mind that he
wrote to Lord Fortescue in December 1823 hoping for his patronage:

‘Thinking thar your Lordship is willing to promote the growth of
your own County [ take the liberty of forwarding by the bearer
for the inspection of your Lordship's Rutler q sample of the hops
grown by me in Whimple hoping that Your Lordship will order
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gome for the consumption of yvour house, and that they may
please your Lordship so well as to supersede the necessity of
purchasing them from other Counties.’

The gamble, if such as it was, paid off, as a newspaper correspondent reported in
September of the following year that Brocke had saved ‘in excellent order...
a fine crop of hops, valued at £500°(9). By 1828 it was reported that the hap
produce being picked at Whimple was large and fair: ‘the Devonshire hop is making
its way in the market, and already takes its station by the side of the best Kents™ (10}

Yet there had been financially difficult times for George Brooke, partly con-
nected with the general problems facing English agriculture in the post-1815
depression and, more directly, through a bankruptcy he suffered as a partner in the
East Devon Bank of Honiter, which closed its doors in December 1821. Coming
within two years of the death of his first wife, Susan, it suggests that he had less
than altruistic motives for travelling to Upper Canada in the following year, and was
maybe hoping to start a new life abroad, His father, Eljjah, had obviously turned
his attention to banking as well as building up the Slewton estate during the War,
but by the time of his death in 1821 appears to have been in financial straits, which
led to sowme acrimony between George and the other surviving partner, James
Townsend. The fatter inserted a notice in the Exeter Fiying Post just before they
were declared bankrupt to the effect that

‘g sudden and heavy pressure on their Bank having occurred, Mr.
Townsend, deprived of the immediate co-operation of his pariner,
feels it incumbent on him respectfully to solicit the indulgence of
the Public far a short time, and to request that all claimants on
the firm will have the goodness to wait, ... ' (11)

and within 4 couple of years George was writing to a creditor accusing Townsend
of being the cause of-all his troubles. Townsend was in fact the more heavily involy-
ed of the pair, for when the Commissiorers finally declared a dividend on the
Bankrupts’ property this was set at 3d. in the pound omn Brooke, and at 3s, 4d. in
the pound on Townsend. (12)

George obviousty saw a connection beiween this misfortune and the Treasury’s
decision not to grant him the same relief from Hop Duty that was given to other
hop pianters in the difficuit 1823 season:

‘And why % it not granted me? f5 it because I have always been
a strepuous supporter of the Church, King, and Constitution and
in readiness to spend the last drop of my bicod for its support?
Is it because [ kave spent hundreds, nay I may say thousands for
what I congidered to be the well being of the state? Oram I'to
be branded with the approbacegous epitaph of ‘uncertificated
Bankrupt’® (the meaning of which is worthy less to me than a
person that has become so by dishonest practices. .. )’

With creditors at the door the familv's setbacks were compounded by the house
and farm of Slewton being taken away. The Whimple Land Tax Assessments show
that in 1823 they were in the possession of William Guppy who, according to
George, had acted with malice towards himself and his sister, despite being his
father-in-law.
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However, from this low peint in his fortunes — to be measured in a relative
sense, of course, for his continued ability to go shooting, and travei to London,
indeed to Canada just a vear before, shows that he was in no way reduced to the
level of miserable deprivation experienced by farm labourers at the time — matters
slowly improved. His bumper harvest of hops in 1824 undoubtedly helped, but so
too did the willingness of friends to lend him the necessary resources to re-obtain
Slewton and get the estate in order. The farge number of business letters drafted in
his notsbock peint to the existence of a well developed but scarcely formatised
network of credit and obligation between circles of friends and acguaintances of
Brooke's class of landowners and professional men in East Devon in the 1820s.
Mozeover the amount of correspondence he had with Exeter and Honiton solicitors
suggests that they played a central role in this network, thus supporting the view
that they were of great importance to the development of rural banking in the early
19th century.{13) Forced to rely in one year on the support of others to get out
of trouble, six months later ke is revealed as the trustee of someone else’s estate,
later still he is called upon to mediate in a financial dispute between two others.
All of this demanded constant contact with various firms of solicitors. Even his own
second marriage, o a widow named Sophia Brown, in 1827, was the occasion for
much negotiation over the settlement. ‘Mrs. Brown will T am sure own to you'
he wrote to her solicitors, Messts, Martimer and Bishop, ‘that I was quite explicit
in the first instance to her respecting any future children of ours sharing any part
of the praperty I now possess’ and he complained to her about her nominee s a
trustee to the estate.

A year later, in December 1827, the deal hail evidently been hammered out,
the marriage contracted, and George Brooke made his will in which he made pro-
vision for all his children and left the Slewton and Perriton estate to his eldest son,
who was also called George. (14) For all his previous intentions to emigrate, first
to Canada and then to the West Indies (as he owned to Lord Rolle in a number of
letters in 1823), it seems that in the end he could not escape fram his farily’s
deep roots in the East Deven countryside, In 1841, described as ‘Independent’
in the Census, he was still living at Perritorn with his two vounger children by
his first marriage, and George junior was already master of Slewton, just up the
lane. {15} The Brooke family estate remained intact down to the late 19th century,
and George junior was owner of it all by 1851.(16) His father was listed as late as
1849 in the Vating Register (17) but it is curious that he is not commemorated on
the plain white marble Brooke family monument ta be found on the south wall of
§t. Mary’s church at Whimple. Could it be that, even in his declining years, George
Brooke had, with his firebrand energy, incurred the displeasure of his own family ¢

{1} W.S. Sheppersom: British Emigration to North America (1957). ¢h.2

(2} in the possession of Miss V. I. Finch, Unless stated otherwise all quotes in this article
are taken from letters in this notebaok.

(3)  Benjamin Donn’s Map of the County af Devon, 1765 (1965) Sheet 7a.
(4} D.R.O. Whimpie Land Tax Assessments. Tax levied at 45, in the pound.
{5y D.R.O. Whimple parish register.

{6) D.R.O. Whimple parish Tithe Map and Apportionment, (842,

{7y D.R.Q. 1148M fadd 36 355,

(8) P. Mathias: The Brewing Industry in England, 1700-1830 (1959), p.486.
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(1)) Exeter Flying Post 18 Sept. 1828, p.2
(1) Exeter Flying Post 29 Nov, 1821, p.4
(12)  Exeter Flying Post 18 Oct. 1827, p.2

113) W. Minchinton: ‘Iatreduction’ to Capital Formation in South West England, Excter
Papers in Economic Histaty Na. 9, (1978), pp, 7-8

(14) D.R.O. 282M /wilis B18

(13) 1841 Census Enumerators Schedules P.R.O, HO107/210/11%
(16) 1851 Census Enumerators Schedules P.R.C. HO107/1866/!
(17  D.R.O. Devon Voters Book, 1849,
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THE MAKING OF A MYTH — THE QRIGIN OF HONITON LACE
H. J. Yallop

At least twenty-five authors of books have claimed, either tentatively or uncon-
ditionaily, that the Honiton lace industry originated with an influx of refugees in
the reign of Queen Elizabeth ], These are usually described as Fiemings who had
fled from the Alva persecutions around 1370. The story has been repeated in a large
number of newspaper and magazine articles. At first sight this is an impressive body
of testimony which most people accept withont fuestion. However, I have found
that on investigation it is a great deal Jess impressive than it appears and that there
is good reason to believe that the story has ne foundation in fact. In short, that it
is o modern myth. (1) o

None of the authors offers any primaty evidence in support of the contention
and, despite diligent search, 1 have been unabie to find any. 1 am nat alone in this
failure for in 1953 (2) R. Pearse made a public appeat for evidence and received
rone. Nor has any been forthcoming in the subsequent thirty years.

In the absence of primary evidence several attempts have been made to support
the story by deductions. The best known of these is that put forward by Mrs
Palliser, (3) “Towards the latter end of the sixteenth century various, and, indeed,
numerous patconymics of Flemish origin appear among the entries in the church
registers still preserved in Honiton™. She specified the names as Burd, Genesi,
Raymunds, Brock, Couch, Gerard, Murck, Stocker, Maynard, Trump and Groot,
However, she quoted no authority for Irer assertiont that the names are Flemish.
Most of them are considered by Reaney (4) and in no instance does he suggest a
Flemish origin. In some cases he gives the carliest known date of the use of the
name in England and these are, Burd (1273), Raymunds (1086), Brock (1119},
Couch (1279), Gerard (1086), Murch (1327), Stocker {1275), Maynard (1086) and
Trump (1235}). It is apparent, therefors, that even if these names could be regarded
as of Flemish origin their use in England long before the invention of lace making
vitiates any argument based on them for an influx of Flemings in the later 16th
Century.

Quite apart from these considerations Mrs Palliser’s statement is, in any case,
not true. I appear to be the only person in the last 120 years sceptical enough to
have examined the Honiton church registers in this connection and 1 have found
that none of these names appears in the latter part of the 16th Century. The
earliest entries for the names before the 19th Century are as follows: — Burg (1615},
Genest {1753), Raymunds (no enirics), Brock (isolated entry for 1565, then 1727),
Couch (1607), Gerard {no entries), Murck {no entries, but Murch appears in 1773),
Stocker (no entries), Maynard (1753), Trump (1717} and Groot (no entries, but
Croot appears in 1790). Since the industry is known to have been well established
by 1617 (5) it is evident that virtually none of the people with these names can in
any way have been involved in its origin, and none at al! if this is, as claimed, in the
16th Century,

Another argument sometimes put forward in support of the Flemish refugee
hypothesis is that there is a resemblance in design between Honiton and Brussels
laces, This argument cannot be applied to the earlier period since no piece of lace
is at present known which can be shown unequivocally to have been made in Pevon
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in the i6th, 17th and much of the 18th Centuries, There is a resemblance in the
19th Century, but this was a period when much copying went on and imitations of
foreign laces were made in Devon. In any case a 19th Century comparison of a
material which followed the ever changing dictates of fashion {s valueless as evidence
for an event said to have occurred some 300 years previously,

There are a number of arguments against the hypothesis, the simplest of which
is the comtuonsense one of geographical improbability, Fianders Hes to the vast of
England and the direct route for refugees would be into the mouth of the Thames,
Essex and East Kent. There are records (6) which show that refugees arrived and
settled in those arcas, In contrast a voyage to East Devon would involve sailing
through the Straits of Dover and down channel for some 250 miles, passing many
rorts on the way, in order to land on an open beach. No propounder of the hypoth-
esis has offered uny explanation for such a bizarre undertaking, or has even con-
sidered the point. It might be argued that the refugees were following the trade
route of the Devon cloth industry, but then, surely, they would have put into
Exeter, the maritime centre of the trade.

Although there are records of landings on the cast coast of England there are
none of refugees arriving in East Devon. Supporters of the hypothesis are therefore
faced with the dilemma that there is a lace industry in an area where there is no
record of the arrival of refugees, but no lace industry in the area where they are
known to have arrived and seitled. The obvions inference is that there is no con-
rection between Flemish refugees and the origin of the lace industry in East Devon.

A revised version of Mrs Palliser’s book was published in 1910, The revisers
were clearly doubtfu) of the validity of the Flemish refugee story and inserted the
following into the text. “On the other hand, if there had been any considerable
number of Flemings in Devonshire, they would surely have founded a company of
their Reformed Church, and no reference is found in the published books of the
archives of the Loendon Dutch Church of any such company in Devonshire, whereas
references abound to places in the Eastern Counties and Midlands where Flemings
were settied.™

It will be seen that the idea that the Honiton lace industry was founded by
Flemish refugees is unsupported by primary evidence, that the arguments put
forward to support it do not stand up to critical examination and that there are
some positive reasons to suggest that the hypothesis is without foundation. It is of
interest, therefore, ta consider how the idea arose.

{ have been abl¢ to locate 55 authors (7) who make some mention of the
Honiton lace industry. They may be divided into three categories. These are:—
A - those who make no reference to the origin of the industry; B — those who refer
to the refuges hypothesis conditionally, using some such expression ag “it is thought
that’'; C - those who state definitely that it was introduced by refugees. The three
categories are represented chronologically in the diagram. This covers the period
from 1600 to 1950 and each of the authors is depicted by a mark at the appro-
priate date ig the line A, B or C.

A study of the diagram reveals the very significant fact that no references to
the refugee hypothesis occurs until 1822, some two and 2 half centuries after the
supposed event. This is a conditional reference; the first categorical statement does
not appear until 1857, and then only by an anonymous writer in Billings Directory
of Devon. The reference of 1822 appears in the classic work of Devon history,
Lysons’ Magna Britanniz, Volume V1. A detailed study of the actual wording used
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by the writers in categories B and C leaves little room for doubt that all the subse-
quent ones are derivative from Lyseons, In many cases the wording has a close simi-
larity and none of the writers offers any authority for what they state. It appears,
therefore, that Lysons' text is fundamental to the whele hypothesis and the ques-
tion then arises as to where Lysons obtained his information, Owing to a piece of
good fortune in document survival 1 have been able to identify his source.

Dantel Lysons caliected information by correspondence and the letters he
received have survived. One of thege containg information about the Honiton Jace
industry (8) and was written by Mr Courtenay Gidley from Honiton on 24 April
1820, Mr Gidley was a solicitor in practice in the town, was the Steward of tiie
Honiton Charitics and, judging by a surviving manuscript book, was conversant with
the history of the town. He was, therefore, a suitable person to provide information
on the lace industry, The patrt of his letter relating to the origin of the industry is
as follows: —

As to the Honiton lace manufactory there is no record or tradi-
tion when it wag first established — But we have certain data
whereby we are induced to believe that it flourished in the 16th
Century — As we have it on record that James Rodge a lace
mamifacturer of Honfton was a Benefactor of £100 to the Public
Charities of Honiton in 1633 — and that Thomas Humphrey an?”
lace manufacturer of Honiton was a Benefactor of £20 to thase
charities in 1638 - Bur the opinion of the manufacturers here is
that it was brol into England by the lLollards who took refuge
here in the I4th Century from the religious persecutions in
Germany and that many of them settled on the Eust Coust af
Devon and in confirmation of their opinjon as to their settlement
it is a well known fect that the lacemakers of Devonsh. are only
to be found between the Rivers Ax and Exe and in all the villages
& hamlets throughout that line of coast hence to the first market
towns inland Those emigrants are said to have come from Michlin
Brussels Ghent Antwerp and Bruges and to have also brof into
Devonshire the manufacture of woollens

There does not appear to be any good reason why the lace manufacturers of
Honiton in 1820 should be a reliable source for an opinion on an historical topic.
Such doubt is fully justified for it would seem difficult to include more historical
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misinformation inte such a small compass as that given by Gidley, The 14th Century
is much too late for the introduction of the woollen industry and it it known that
there was a fulling mill in Honiton in 1244 (9). [t is far too early for the lace trade,
since lace is essentially a development of the 16th Century. The Lollards were
English followers of John Wyeliffe (10} and, although they were persecuted for
their religious beliefs, this took place in England. The towns listed are all in Flanders
and Brabant and have never formed part of Germany,

Gidley himself appears to be in error over his centuries, He sugpests that the
industry flourished in the 16th Century but supports this with two 17th Century
dates. [t may be that he made the not uncommon error of confusing the name of

. the century with the dates in it, i.e. he referred to the 1600’ as the 16th Century.

In Lysons’ hands the information supplied by Gidley was transformed into: —

The manufuacture of bone or thread lace ar Honiton ., .. was intro-
duced probably in the reign of Queen Elizabeth {pccev). This is
said to have been the first town in the county in which serges
were made; both thiy manufacture and that of lace, for which
Honiton has long been celebrated, are supposed to have been
introduced by the Lollards, who came to England during the
religious persecutions in Flanders (p 280)

It will be seen that he totally ignored Gidley’s clear statement that there is
no record or tradition, preferring to use the opinion of the lace manufacturers.
However he transferred the whole process forward by two centuries but retained
the Lollards, who by that time had died out, and transferred them from Germany
te Flanders, Sources of historical informnation were less readily available in 1820
than they are today. We may, thetefore, find some excuse for Gidley failing to
recognise the nonsensical nature of the lace manufacturers' opinion. There is much
less excuse to be found for Lysons who was in Holy Orders, a Master of Arts and
a Fellow of the Royal Society: at the very least he should have had a correct know-
ledge of the Lollards,

It will be seen that the whole structure of the hypothesis that lacemaking was
brought to East Devon by Flemish refugecs is founded on a passage in Gidley’s
letter, in itself nonsense, as altered by Lysons. In view of the totally erroneous
nature of the views expressed by the lnce manufacturers it is apparent that the
story is a great structyre built on a non-existent foundation. The failure to find any
primary evidence is, therefore, entirely explicable.

In The Devon Historian No, 4, April 1972, Hugh Peskett published a paper on
the problems of writing local history. He wrote *. .. the greatest danger is from past
historians™ and “The moral of this is to accept nothing without a contemporary
source being quoted, and that nothing acquires reliability by being printed ”. The
story of the Flemish refugee hypothesis for the origin of the Honiton lace industry
serves as An Awful Warning to historians of the truth of Peskett’s observations.
In view of the tenacity with which entirely baseless opinions are held it will proba-
bly be a very long time before this myth is generally discredited.

References

(It H. C. Wylde. The Universal Dictionary of the English Language. Myth. 2. Generally a.
An jmaginaty, tictitious, person, event, or thing. b. a fictitious story,

(2) R, Pearse. Devan and Cornwall Notes and Queries. Yol XXV pl06.
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energies to the supression of dealing in siaves. He served there for two years and
returned to the U.K. in May 1832 and soon applied to the Colonial Office for a
transfer to 4 more healthy colony and for the conferment of a knighthoed,

in Exeter, he had become engaged to one of the daughters of Lt. Col. John
Macdonald, the youngest son of the celebrated Flora Macdonald, John, a military
engineer, had settled in Southernhay Place, Exeter, after a long and distinguished
service with the East India Company. 1is home is now covered by Broadwatk House
in Southernhay West and his memorial on the wall of the north aisle of Exeter
Cathedral shows that he had died on the 16th August 1831, He had married twice,
His second wife was the eldest daughter of Sir Robert Chambers, Chief Justice of
Bengal, and it was Sir Robert’s widow and his fiancee’s grandmother, whom Jeffcott
approached in his search for assistance in obtaining a post in a more healthy colony.

Meanwhile Jeffcott’s extended home leave had come to an end and the Colonial
Office required him to return to Sierra Leone. He was knighted by the King on the
Ist May 1833 and ordered to sail from Plymouth on HMS Britomart. At Plymouth,
he found that the date of departure had been postponed and he returned to
Tauntan for a Masonic dinner. The following day, he dined with friends at the
Clarence in Exeter, Here he was told that Dr, Hennis had made injurious statenments
abaut him to the Macdonalds.

Peter Hennis had been born in Co. Cork and educated at Trinity College,
Dublin. He had studied medicine ir Eondon, Paris and Edinburgh, where he took
his M.D. e had practised in Exeter as a physician for about four years {which
included the cholera visitation of 1832},

leffeott wrote an indignant letter to the Doctor, who on finding that he had
feft the Clarence, met him by chance in Paris Street. Peter Hennis denied having
made the remarks which had been attributed to him, whersupon Jeffcott called
him a “calumniating scoundrel”. Despite attempts at mediation the Judge would
not accept Dr. Hennis’s explanation nor would he withdraw his own remarks.

That afternoon, Jeffcott accompanied by his seconds Charles Milford and
Robert Holland hired a post-chaise to Haldon Racecourse. They were followed in
another chaise by Hennis and his second Capt. George Halstead, R.N. The Doctor
had told his second before the duel, that it was not his intention to fire his pistol,
but when the combattants had been placed Sir John unintentionally fired on the
command “prepare”. The shot wounded the Doctor and Sir John walked over and
asked his forgiveness. Although in considerable pain the Qoctor forgave him, but
repeated his denial of the offensive remarks attributed to him. The wounded man
was carried to a post-chaise and in half an hour was back in Exeter, where he linger-
ed in great pain until his death on the 18th. The post mortem found a piece of
Haldon flint as well as a bullet in the wound. Public opinion was outraged for Dr.
Hennis had been very popular. Dr. Shapter described him as a **tall, comely, courte-
ous gentlemman”, who had preatly distinguished himself by his devotion to the sick
and the dying during the terrible visitation of the chelera in 1832, Dr. Shapter
had good reascn to know him for he was appointed physician to the Exeter
Dispensary (1) on 29th May 1833 in succession to Dr. Hennis, The *“Exeter Flying
Post” of the 24th May estimated that between two and three hundred gentlemen
“all on terms of intimacy and friendship with the deceased”, followed the coffin,
which was carried by sixteen of his friends, from his lodgings opposite the Haif
Moon Hotel to St. Sidwell’s church. The inscription on the damaged tomb, {2} on
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the right hand side of the entrance to the churchyard reads; “Sacred to the mem-
ory of/Peter Hennis M.D./who died 18th May 1833/in the 31st year of his age”.

Teffcott and his seconds posted on to Chudleigh. They returned to Exeter and
he to Plymouth and HMS Britomart. The Inquest jury returned a verdict of wilful
murder against Jeffcott and the three seconds. The seconds were tried at the Exeter
Assizes, but despite a clear direction from the Judge, they were found not guilty,
A warrant could not be served on Jeffeott in Sierra Leone as he had left for France,
He surrendered to the Exeter Assize Court in March 1834 — as no evidence was
offered by the prosecution he was acquitted, After two years in limbo, he was
selected for the office of Judge in South Australia. He did not live long for the
“Gentleman’s Magazine™ of October 1838 carried his obituary — drowned with
Capt. Blenkinsop and two others by the swamping of a boat in the River Murray.
The news of his death is said to have reached Exeter on the 18th Mav — the anni-
versary of the duel. '

Lt. Cel. Macdonald’s widow Frances Maria moved to Cheltenham where she
died in 1860 aged 85. Her elder daughter Flora Frances married E. R. Wylde in
December 1845, The two pistols came into the possession of Dr. Arscott and were
offered for sale by auction, with some pictures and curiosities when Arscott's
tame, 5 Scuthernhay, was sold after his death.

References

8] Tllc Exeter Disp_ensary was ¢stablished in 1818 and stood in Friernhay Street. {t bad an
important function jn offering medicine and advice to the inhabitants of Excter and $t.
Thomas, Who were suffering from “fevers and contagious disorders”. These cuses could
nat be admitted to the Devon & Excter Hospital,

{2y The tomb survived the air raid which destroyed 81, Sidwell’s Church, but has since been
damaged, according to a former Rector, by children.

ANNIVERSARIES

The Editor thanks those members who sent in lists of local events and people who
might be commemorated in the next few years. The Committee will be considering
these suggestions (and any others you may send in) at its next meeting.
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THE MSC GREEN LANES PROJECT:
a triwd system for recording and researching information

Valerie Belsey and J. M. Pary

This Manpower Services Commission project, sponsored by Dartington !ns%itute,
began in Murch 1983 with an experimental idcntify,"survey,"rese?rch stage in the
Torbay arca ($X 86/96 2%in. 08 map). Following identification of a ploss;bl_c green
tane, our work foree surveyvors recard ity present condition and ccology. noting any
available historical infornation,

Recording the data

The method of recording has been initally based on the following categories: -
{1} Physical Evidence. e.g. Width: Height; Surface; Stone-walling; Ditching; Hedge-
banks; Hedges {Flooper's theory -- 30 pace count of different species of shrubs and
trees).

One or more lane profiles are then prepared as lustrated.
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Lane profiles: SX066/76 743694 - 734692
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Clearly there is 2 wealth of information here: width can suggest the mode of
common transpert — sledge, cart, waggon, pack-horse, mail or stage coaches, ete.
Once the Ashburton and Dartmouth areas have been added to our survey records,
it will be possible o produce some tables relating the width of lanes in ceastal, low-
land and highland zones. Height or depth of @ holloway can indicate age, but, as
with Hooper's hedge-dating theory, all kinds of variables are present. For instance,
the depth may be dependent on the fact that some farmers used lane routes for
transferring cattle regularly from one part of their property to another and the
acerued dung was subsequently dug out along with some tapsoil and used as
manure, so deepening the lane over a period of years. Onee agaia, evidence from

. different areas will go a long way in clarifying these queries, The surface and the

profile help us to date the lane in relation 1o the use of metalled surfaces, for not
ali green lanes are unmetalled despite the Countryside Commission’s definition of a
green lane as ‘an unmetalled track which may or may not be a right of way’. The
drainage of the surface (still a problem today) may show cvidence of Phillip’s(1}
concave road with water running down the middle, Procter’s {2) convex road form
with prepared foundations or Scatt's (3} Ploughman's Road — flat azbove the
adjacent land level with deep ditches either side. Road chippicgs, gravel and tar-
macadaming all belong to a later date.

Set stones have been found at $X 896637-896634 on the old Paignton road,
Doney’s Lane, and it has been sugeested that they were there to prevent hooves
slipping on the surface. At SX 810652-803653 Broadhempston, Siipperstone Lane
was s¢ called because the presence of cobbles along this old parish road made it
slippery.

In the future we intend fo make some cross-sections of road surfaces and to
take some trial holes to help with dating, Stone-walling varics greatly from region
to region and although as yet it is not clear just how this might help in dating a
lane it seems worthwhile to record the varicties for future consideration. Some
stone and earth banks with a ledge suggest that pack-horses once used the way and
the ledges gave clearance for the packs as at Rattery’s Luscombe Lane (SX 66176,
738635-747647), Ditches are recorded within and without the lanes and we live in
hope of discovering evidence of wooden drainage systems or Victorlan drainage
tiles.

{2) Geographical position of the lane. The early route makers would not have gone
against the lie of the land through which they were travelling,. We consider its
relation fo other lanes in a similar condition in the area. The categories are as
follows: Lowland; Highland; Ridgeway; Valley; Course of stream; Throughfround
wood; Across water; Coastal area,

Then foliows a series of categories concerned with the course of the lane: -

{2) Leading to or adjacent to place for agricultural purposes. Use of adjacent land;
Enclosing farm land; Field barn or other building; Woodlands; Timber, Charcoal
burning; Site of other farming activity,

{4} Leading to or adigcent to gathering place. Annual/Seasonal event; Hunt meet-
ing; Gathering herbs, fruit, vegetables; Wrestling; Recreational area; Bear baiting/
cock fighting; Open air meeting; Sport,

{5) Leading to or adjacent to industrial site. Quarry; Lime kiln; Fishing; Osier beds;
Other.
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and groups of lanes while providing 2 convenient historical guide for the overall
arva,

We have found the following sources particutarly usetul:

The Domesday entry; Place Names of Pevon; Manorial Records; Parish Records;
Enrolled Deeds; Inclosure Awards; Quarter Sessions relating to Highways; Tithe
Maps; Census Returns; Turnpike Trust Records; Highways Boards Returns; Estate
Papers; Directories; Newspapers.

Before the coming of the Turnpike Trusts, roads were not maintained by the
parishes through which they passed. Much searching of parish recards is required
to find individual records of lanes. The Quarter Session Order Books contain records
of enclosures, stoppings-up, diversions and new roads between 1770 and 1880.
Trade patterns must be studied along with demographic changes and occupational
changes. Finaily, one must never forget the impact of the Turnpike Trusts and the
caming of the railways upon existing road systems.

This is an exciting project, stil very much in its infancy. Thankfully, the
project team has recently been doubled to help with the recording of 2il this
information and ensuring its availability to the public in the form of general and
specialised publications, The project also employs a work force engaged in basic
lane clearance and the ‘tidying up’ of any interesting historical evidence we might
find such as disused lime kilns or b}ocked dry bridges. ’

References:
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all highways. (Eondon, 1607}

{1 Scott, John Digests of the General Highway and Turnpike Laws. {London, 1778),

ALLBALLOWS MUSEUM, HONITON

A recent reorganisation of some storage cupboards has brought fo light 2 pile of
ol newspapers given by some past, unrecorded, benefactor. These include numbers
1,3, 6,10, 15, 22, 23 and 28 of the newspaper The Western News. No. 1 was pub-
lished on 3.9.1869 and No. 28 on 8.1.1870. This paper, which is not recordad in
the Devon Newspapers finding list, was published in Houniton as the local paper and
cantains news and advertissments from the town and its immediate area, as well as
some national and foreign news and wmiscellaneous anecdotes. The copies are now
property housed and can be made available to Devon historians for consultation by
appointment with H. J. Yallop, Hon. Curator.

AN EXHIBITION OF DEVON HISTORY IN 19857
The ways and means discussed: report by John Pike

Representatives of Devan local history societies and officers of the Devon History
Society met together at the University of Exeter on 15 October 1983, The President
of the Society (Professor Joyce Youings) who presided explained that it was one
of the original aims of the Standing Conference when it was founded in 1970 to

. bring together all groups and individuals interested in or working on the history

of Devon; the proposed exhibition was therefore a furtherance of it. She introduced
the Vice-Chairman, Mr Robin Stanes, who had first raised the subject. He explained
that a very successful joint effort by local history societies in Oxfordshire had taken
place recently and proposed that something similar be held in the late-Summer of
1985 possibly in Exeter. He also explained that there were two alternatives; either
to have a scries of linked displays by the various societies in a pubtlic builling hired
for a week or more, or to have the exhibition on one or more themes made up of
items contributed by them.

The year 1985 had been chosen as arrangements were already in hand by the
Devonshire Association and the University of Exeter for a Walter Ralegh celebra-
tion while in September the Devonshire Association is hoping to cooperate with a
Iuguenot Society project and with the County of Somerset in commemorating the
three-hundredth anniversary of the Monmouth Rebellion.

The Hon. Secretary pointed out that exhibifion displays with county-wide
themes could be sent around Devon with the help of Devon Library Services and
the Area Museums Council of the South West. It was also thought that the County
Council might provide some material help. The representative from the South
Molton Society said that her geoup were considering a project involving a detailed
survey of the land around South Molton being taken for the Natth Devon link-road
and asked if this was useful if 2 ““theme”™ approach wasadopted. The Hon. Treasurer
suggested that if outline plans were prepared and sent cut, this and other projects
could be recorded and an overall map produced. Mr Yallop of Honiton Museum
emphasised the need to make an early decision as display panels were in short
supply and that in his view the appointment of an Exhibition Co-ordinator was
essential. The Hon, Editor reminded the meeting that the City of Exeter had
recently appointed an exhibitions organiser who might be approached, It was
agreed that the Society would make formal approaches to Devon Library Services
and the Area Museums Council.

There was a discussion as to which would be the best time of year for the
exhibition to be mounted, During school-term time was one suggestion but it was
finally agreed tha¢ a date in mid-July should be aimed for and that it might be
opened from mid-week to mid-week or might cover two weekends.

The representative from the Ivybridge Local History Society stressed the need
for the chiosen themes to be adequately co-ordinated. The Hon. Editor suggested
that z list of possible subjects should be sent by the Society to all those interested
in taking part so that a decision could be reached at an eatly stape as to which were
likely to be viable. The representative from the Silverton Local History Society said
that he considered that two types of visitor should be catered for, the casual browser
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and the committed local historian who would want to spend some time there. A
pre-view day was offercd as one solution,

The meeting concluded with a request for a general cxpression of support or
otherwise from those present. The response was in favour, It was also noted that
other societies had indicated interest ulso.

On behalf of the Society the President thanked those present for attending and
for taking part in the discussions,

Books received:

Bishop Blackall School, Exeter (1877-1983), by M. L. E. Hadden. Published by the
Author, 1983, 152pp. £4.80,

Archaeology in Devon: annual report, no.6, 1982-1983. Devon County Council,
1983, S4pp. 40p. ISBN 0 B6114 406 6.

Methodism in the South-West: an historical bibliography, by Roger Thorne. Pub-
lished by the Author, 1983. 56pp. £1.30 from R. F. 8. Thorne, 11 Station Road,
Topsham,
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Fire!: an account of the Great Fire of Chudleigh, Devon, 22nd May 1807, by
Anthony Crockett. Chudleigh, The Author, 1983, 36pp. £1. ISBN 0 2508765 DX.

The research of Jones, Turner and Porter has shown that wetl over 500 urban
fires occurred in England from 1500-1899.(1) They created huge economic prob-
lems for almost 50 of the fires destroyed 100 or more houses. The {ires also pro-
vided an opportunity to ‘improve’ the town. Reconstruction usually resulted in the
replacement of an assemblage of buildings of all ages and styles with a more or less
contemporary housing stock of duruble and fashionable materials such as brick and

. slate. This created refatively uniform tacades which were pleasing to contemporaries.

In addition, selective planning alterations could be undertaken, although the
obstinancy of individual landowners tendeil to militate against this.

The use of combustible building materials led to continued town fires in the
south west even into the nineteenth century. This phenomenon was perceived by
contemporaries such as Polwhele and some insurance companies charged higher
premiums here than in other parts of the country. Much af the published informa-
tion on rebuilding after fires is antiquated and obscure, and it is therefore particu-
farly welcome to find a modern, well-designed, local study on the effects of
Chudleigh’s tire, the largest in nineteenth-century Devon,

Colonel Crockett begins by outlining the physical and social structure of this
small Devon market town. A table of over 400 individuals losing property or goods
ins the fire was prepared for the local relief committee in 1808, Most of the sufferers
were Chudleigh residents and data from the list was abstracted to provide a unigue
census of almost 70 different occupations, The community was dominated by its
rural hinterland and many of the large class of labourers were undoubtedly con-
nected with agriculture, Unfortunately the trades are not arranged in any particular
order, but by adopting Clarkson’s {2) occupation classification for pre-industrial
towns, the continuing importance of Chudleigh’s textile induostry is immediately
apparent: related trades supported over 17 per cent of the sufferers,

Fanned by a strong wind and fed by thatched roofs the fire burnt virtually
uncheeked by a society unprepared and ifl-equipped to counter it. The only fire-
engine was soon burnt and well over two-thirds of the houses destroyed. The
Chudleigh Rebuilding Act (3) was passed in 1808 to help overcome some of the
difficulties of reconstruction. Why Chudleigh abtained an act is something of a
mystery but if is a guestion which ought to be asked for it was the tast of caly
seven provincial rebuilding acts throughout the country. The legislation provided
for settling property disputes, widening the principal street, banning thatch and
advocating other changes which reflect current urban taste also found in local
improvernent acts clsewhere,

Fhis is a study which is strongly influenced by locally available sources. The
scant treatment of the mechanisms of rebuilding is partly a reflection af the poor
survival of material. But one important source was inexplicably overlooked: the
“ Judgements, Orders and Decrees of the Commissioners under the Chudleigh Fire
Act™ (4) in the Devon Record Office which records disputes occasioned by the [ire.
Thirteen out of the seventeen commissioners who attended alse served as members
of the earlier relief committee whose stormy meetings Crockett describes, These
local characters were certainly colourful, and the rebuilding itself was not without
its bizarre aspects. Readers might like to follow the respective fortunes of two inns:
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the Cliffords Arms and the Kings Arms {pp.27-29) which appear to have moved
six or seven times during a ten year period. The inns exchanged names, landowncrs
and even sites on occasion, no doubt to the utter confusion of over-indulgent
tipplers,

Michael Turner
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The Siege of Lyme Regis, by Geoffrey Chapman. Serendip Fine Books, Lyme
Regis. 1982, 67pp. £2.95. ISBN 0 9504143 9 3,

Dalwood: A short history of an East Devon village, by G. M, Chapman, the Author.
1983. 52pp. ISBN 0 9508568 0 0, Available at local bookshops, £1.00, or from the
author, High Grange, Dalwood, Axminster EX13 7ES, £1.25.

Geoffrey Chapman’s account of Lyme Regis during the 1640s radiates a warm
attraction on first sight. How refreshing it is to find a book printed on quality paper
and cream-tinted at that! None of your eye-straining, penny-pinching, near tissue
stuff here. And even a fold-out map and facsimile letter: unaccustomed luxuries at
this modest price.

Not that these sentiments are intended to detract from the success of the
author whose words are so satisfyingly displayed. On the contrary, this is a very
fine blend from two pairs of clearly perceiving eyes: those of Edward Drake whose
contemporary diary af the events around Lyme Regis during those heroic eight
weeks in 1644 is an inescapable source book and our medern-day author who
enables his reader to realise these actions within the context of the modern town,

Besides much background information on the muskets and ordnance, the
terrain, the historical prelude and the participants, Geoffrey Chapman has deduced
a most interesting probable line for the town’s defences. Yet he at once invites his
readers o walk the modern town and decide for themselves where the defences
may have been, a prospect made “more enjoyabie by the knowledge that one’s
own guess is as likely to be right as that of anyone else”.

Nevertheless, [ doubt if many readers could hope to be so enthusiastically
steeped in the atmosphere of Lyme's siege as this author. It is no mere academic
who, recounting the arrival of & further 14 ships, adds “*it must have been a splendid
sight — someone should do a painting..." At least a splendid baok now does exist.

The same author’s Dafwood: A short history of an East Devon village continues
in similar refreshing style, producing {in spite of his protests that it is intended for
local consumption rather than the serious historian) a scholarly local history study.
Yet one which does not forget to explain feudal terms and other specialist words
as they occur,

This is essentially 2 bock without chapters. Nor is it relentlessty governed by
chronological sequence. Instead we find sixty or so sub-headings each with a few
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paragraphs of facts and pertinent observations on topics such as A Notabie School-
master; Decay of the Field Paths; The Evening Pint; An Admiralty Signal Station;
The Parish Hedge (“Dalwood parish boundaries, scen on the map, somewhat
resemible a T-shirt™); A Tudor Dads’ Army, Maybe it should have been titled
‘Dalwood Notes & Queries’! It is certainly a fine record of research and includes
considerably more information than the author’s earlier, 1978, history. Just one
sraall regret, that the reproduction of the Dalwood Enclosure map was not split
between the two inside covers to avoid loss of detail alang the spine.

David Edmund

Three generations in the Honiton lace trade, by Margaret Tomlinson. Exeter, Bevon

Print Group, 1983 94pp. £3.95. ISBN 0 9508574 0 8.

An errant brother, brought up as a cannibai, wishing to have his way with all
the girly in the village is anly one of the many extraordinary characters to be met
with in the three generations of the title,

Other members of the family were more staid - Abigail Chick the farmer's
wife who became a lace dealer in the early [9th ¢entury and had many adventures
as she travelled all over England and Scotland with her wares; her son Samuesl
opencd a lace shop in Weymouth where in later days he was a noted sight as he was
propelled along in his invalid chair by a large dog trotting behind him. John Tucker,
Albigail’s son-in-law was probitbly the largest employer in the area around Brans-
combe and an astute lace merchant, He had a shop in London and supplied fine
quality tace for various members of the Royal family. Duplicates of some of these
are illnstrated in the book and the photographs da justice to the exquisite work-
manship. Unfortunately there are not many pieces shown, and the reader will not
discover where they may see the originals as they are not captioned — some, |
believe, are at Buckland Abbey near Yelverton in Devon.

Other illustrations show some of the wotmen who made the lace in Branscombe
but are not mentioned in the text at all, Although the book is sub-titled ““a family
history "', I would have becen interested to learn something of the people who made
the Jace; their training, wages, conditions and more about the origing of the patterns
they were using. This Is obviously a fieid stili to be explored.

However, | am sure that both focal historians and people interested in the
history of Honiton lage — if not the practical lace maker who is searching for new
designs and stitches — will be fascipated by this well written and attractively
presented family history.

Jeremy Pearson

A System of Discipline — Exeter Borough Prison 1819-1863, by W. [, Forsythe.
University of Exeter, 1983, 104pp. £3.95. ISBN 0 85989 144 5.

His work on the Exeter Borough Prison has zroused in Mr. Forsythe a positive
nostalgia for its regime which had permitted a degree of control by the prisaners
over their awn lives. The trends in Victorian society were, however, against a
system which permitted a humane flexibility and just as the worker's discretion
over his life at the workplace was being diminished by greater control by the
cmployer so the prisoner’s diseretion was being diminished by the centralisation of
policy making and the domination of distant authority. Just as the citizen was
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regarded as a subject by those in authority so the prisoner was to be regarded as an
object, as a number, in the large scale penitentiaries of Victorian Britain which
displaced local gacls,

When the new borough prison had been opened in 1819 it had been a source
of civic pride. The old Southgate gaol had fallen foul of Howard reformters and
physical decay; it had neither sewers nor a chaplain, temporzal and spiritua} neces-
stties were both neglected. Further, the County had opened a new prisan in 1811
amd unfavourable comparisons could be made. Under such pressures, articulated
by 5. . Milford JP, Excter Council decided to build a new prison at an eventual
cost of £13,000. The new prison, however, acquired the old Southgate gaoler,
Jolm Gully, as Gavernor and in the best traditions of Tory Exeter he and hig family
ran the prison for the rest of its life; his daughter and wife were matrons, his son
was successively schoolmaster, taskmaster and governor and the son’s wife too
became matron,

The twin aims of the prison of punishment and reform were never reconciled
and prison laxity became a complaint of critics after the mid-eighteen thirties as
national policy veered towards strict regimes and the ‘separate system’, Continual
criticism by inspectors favouring the penitential principic sapped local confidence
which was finally undermined by povernor John George Gully’s freelance poultry
breeding on the premises and a dispute with the prison doctor which led to accusa-
tions of Gully’s drunkenness, Finally. an arrangement was made for the prisoners
to be transferred to the County prison in 1863 und Gully was pensioned off,

It is clear that neither the Borough prison nor the County penitentiary secured
the moral regeneration which advocates so confidently predicted. Mr. Forsythe
clearly feels that the relative humanity of the Borough was preferable to the total
social control of the County establishment; that the local was preferable to the
huge impersonal institution, How, onc wonders, will future prison historians view
the current concept of the ‘penal dustbin’? For Devon historians this is a valuable
account of a local institution; in a wider context it should arouse scepticism
towards those who have a single-minded confidence in their particular remedy for
criminality.

J. H, Porter

North Devon pottery: the seventeenth century, by Alison Grant. University of
Exeter, 1983, xvi. 156pp. £9.50. [SBN 0 85989 {29 1.

The *Arte, Misery or Occupation of a potter’ in North Devon is comprehens-
ively revealed in this pioneering work which will be of interest to both ceramic and
local historians.

This is arguably the first major study of this important industry and Pr, Grant,
who lives in North Deven is to be congratulated upon the thoroughness of her
research on both sides of the Atlantic. She has examined many faccts of the trade;
the potiers, their place in society, the organisation of the potteries, the range of
wares that they produced and how they were marketed. She zalso discusses at some
length the way in which these ‘coarse’ wures were distributed to the rest of Deven,
to Wales, the North West, Ireland, France and to America. [t is here particularly
that Dr. Grant’s undoubted knowledge of seventeenth century maritime affairs
has broken new ground, and [ feel sure that many readers will be surprised to learn
how important the trans-Atlantic trade was during this pre-Industrial age. This was

38

greatly helped by the network of Devonian settlers along the Bastern scaboard who
obviously wished te continue their trading links with Bideford and Barnstaple. The
expansion of the potteries in this area was closely interwoven with the fortunes of
the fishing and woollen industries of North Deven and I am sure that local historians
will find a great deal of new information. Dr. Grant has disturbed the dust from a
wide variety of documents and she has assembled a formidable array of facts and
figures. Where even she has had to ndimit to a lack of evidence she has made careful
and cautious comparisons, or logieal conclusions, with which it is difficult to
argue.

This painstaking work was originally compiled for the zuthor’s Ph.D, thesis at

© the University of Exeter and will, no doubt, become the standard work on the

subject for many years to come. 1t is therefore particularly sad that the standard of
some of the photographs is so abysmal. The University Press really should have
been more careful. Hlowever, there are numerous clear maps and graphs which
complement the text.

The seventeenth century was certainly the most important period for the North
Devon pottery industry, but pots continued to be made there in the eighteenth
and nineteenth century, and it is to be hoped that Dr, Grant nmay now turn her
attention to this similarly neglected field,

Jeremy Prarson

A fortunate place: the history of Slapton in South Devon, by Robin Stanes. Field
Studies Council, 1083, 114pp. £2.50, ISBN 0901517 02 X,

After his considerable success in encouraging groups of enthusiasts to study the
history of their home area Robin Stuncs has now turned his hand to his own former
locale. He proves to be an unrepentant traditionalist, producing a survey from the
bronze age to the present on the grounds that this is what local readers want.
Whiist, on the evidence of other local histories in Devon, this is undoubtedly true
it means that gaps in the primary sources mean that some sections are weaker and
more dependent upon intelligent supposition than others.

It was Slapton’s good fortune to have a splendid lacation and climate; the coast
provided fish, coot and the oceasional wreck, corn lands and rough grazing gave
grains and livestock and fine cider added to the eupheria. [n consequence Slapton
was always a relatively wealthy village, being in 1086 the second richest in the
Coleridge Hundred. The social organisation of the parish was also fortunate, it was
an ‘open’ village with rarely a resident squire, dominated by small farmers and until
1792 its conflicts were settled by the traditional manor court.

A few farmiug fawilies came to dominate; the Paiges, Pepperells, Tuckers,
Hynes and Bastards but cven in this more flexible socicty the gap between the
social classes was widening and by the late nineteenth century genfrification had
taken off the old irhabitants to Dartmouth and Totnes and only twenty per cent
of the population was involved in farming,

Even an enthusiast like Robin Stanes presumably would admit that Slapton’s
good fortune was relative; its poor perpetual curates had little joy. From 1841 the
population has followed other Devon villages in declining; and with modern com-
munications anil migration of the old families only the Pepperells remain. Still the
author regards it as his good fortune to have lived in a ‘face to face’ comumunity,
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