





PETER QORLANDO HUTCHINSON

ANTIQUARIAN ARTIST, DIARIST & HISTORIAN
QF SIDMOUTH, DEVON 1810-1897

Catherine Linehan

Peter Orlando Elutchinson came to Sidinouth at the age of fifteen and lived
there until his death in 1847 e was barn on {7th November 1810 at Winchester,
where his father was o physician at the Flospital. After some years in Tiverton, the
family maoved to Sidmouth in JTanuary 1825; Doctor Andrew Hutchinson, his wife
Anne, their clder son Young Bingham, Peter Orlando, Frances Harriet, the cat and
the canary. They made their home at 4 Coburg Terrace, a row of charming
Georgian houses. Number 4 was leased aned later bought from Sir John Kennaway
ol Escot who then owned property in the town,

Sidmoutll had become a favoured watering plice at the end of the {8th
century. when wirs on the continent cdiscouraged travel abroad. Doubtless there
was work available far a good doctar amaongst the residents of professional, clerical
and refired service famikies wha tormed the community of incomers in a prosper-
ous and expanding town,

Peter was 2 delicate child: hg had a left hip infection (probably tuberculous)
which gave him bouts ol severe itlness and pain leaving him lame for life. *“A poor
little sick boy.” be wrote Jater, remembering himself at about seven years old. The
Hutehingens bad lost 1wo daughters in infancy and a younger son aged nine; it is
possible they came to Sidmwouth for the health of their surviving children, for the
qen nir was considered o panacea for consumptives. The many memorials in local
churehes, to loved ones who died young, do not support the premise, alag!

Beenuse of his health, Peter was edecated by tulors and at local schools; he
imentions working briefly in an architects’ office, but he did not go to University
or study for a carcer, though he certainly had the ability to do so. in a long auto-
biographical entry in his disry on his birthday in t881 he excuses rather than
gxplaing these circumstances.

ln early manhood he began a series of tours and iravels. He was twenty-three
and perhaps craved to cscape from the fimits of a semiinvalid life at home; he
hoped the change of air would improve his health, and that ke could *walk off’ the
rheumatism and neuritis which he believed to be the cause of his leg trouble. He
watked through Wales, the Midlands and Scotland before soiling for Americs and
Canada in 1837, These journeys can only be traced from his Jated sketches as ho
had destroved fifteen years of earlier diary before 1848, From hese he retained
his account of the voyage home from America in February 1838, and a few pages
concerning his father’s death in 1846, Also extant are extracts from his journal of
a 1,237 mike walking tour in [833; the extracts concern visits to 2 Staffordshire
poltery and coat mine in October of that year, The fatter was elearly a horril¥ing
experience fit only by candles, the miners, half-naked, sweating and coal-primed,
the noise, darkness, dirt and fear caused the poor young man to collapse on a heap
of coal in the depths of the pit.

From his Scoftish tour, Peter returned through Gretna Green and became
fascinated by tales of runaway marviages. The result was The Chronicles of Gredna
Green in two volumes. It gives the history and topography of the district: the effect

of the 1754 Marriage Act, and an account of some of the spectacular matches,
The finai chapter advises young women against elopement.

He had an obsessive urge to write all hig life, from which Sidmouth is the
fortunate beneficiary. He destroyed a number of early books, plays and poems,
declaring them to be childish and useless. His five volume History of the manor and
district has always been known in Sidmouth but the Diary and Sketches, although
referred to in the History, were only located in 1980, They have proved a fascinat-
ing addition to the local history of the 19th century. The six volumues ol Sketches
iltustrate the life and times of the artist with vivid charm; the five volwmes of the
Diary cover forty-five years of the author at work and play, closcly written anl
complicated with numerous printed cuttings, letters and memorabilia, Peter had
a morbid streak and reported often of abnormalities, death and disaster. He wrote
of political and local events, of his own doings and writings, illustrated with draw-
ings, plans and maps. They give a glimpse too, of the real Sidmouthians, some of
whose names can be traced back to the 13th century documents, These were the
fisherfolk, farmers, tradesmen and the many domestic servanls who enabied the
well-to-do gentry - the incomers - to lead easy comfortable lives,

Peter’s interests included heraldry and genealogy; many hours were speni mak-
ing pedigrees, as he traced his forebears back nine generations to bdward and
Susanna Hutchinson of Alford, Linceolnshire; they had eight children and emngrated
to America i the 17th century. Their descendants formed branches alse in England,
Ireland and later in Australia. When in America, Peter spent several months inand
around Boston, Massachusetts where his Great Grandfather, Thomas Hutchinson
was state Governor at the rime of the Revalution; his son, and Peter’s Grandfather,
was u Probate Judge in the same state; both fled to England with other loyalists
losing most of their possessions by confiscation. The Governor, on his arrival in
England, was three times offered a baronetey by George 1, but refused because of
his impoverishment, Peter considered this to have been a mistake, bemoaning his
own lowly state. When he met titled Irish cousing, the Donoughmores, he wroter -
“They are Earls and [ ain nothing.”

Hle was proud of his mother’s family too;: she was the lifth daughter of Admiral
Sir William Parker whose exploits at the battie of St. Vincent in 1707 brought him
honours and prize money. Peter’s elder brother was in the Royal Navy until he left
to emigrate to South Australia with the early colonists. He left four children to
form the Australian brench of Hutchinsons.

Peter was a man of his time in a man’s world, The 19th century began with
candles and cartiages, and ended with ¢lectricity and the telegraph, He took advan-
tage of the scientific wlvances of the age and experimented in many directions.
He recoarded his abservations on the weather, an comets, eclipses and the stars.
Music played a large part in his social life; he played flute, piano and french horn.
He also delighted in iunerous handicrafts, sketehing, painting, needlework, (doubt-
less fearnt in his houwsebound youth); woodwork, gardening and odd jobs at home
are often wentioned, aud always details of his fiterary output. He declared himself
to be g “Jack of all trades’.

Data for the Sidmouth History were collected from about 1841 and the Diary
reports slow progress in compiling it until 1882 when he writes that the third and
final copy is at last finished. Peter's athier major work was the editing of his Great
Grandfather's Diary and Letters, He began this major task at the age of seventy-two
and pubtlished twa valumes at his own expense in 1884 and 1886, money recovered
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by sales in England and America. He had taken over @ mass of papers on the death
of his cousin, Canon John Tintchingon in Lichfield: they came from their comman
relative, Governor Thomas Mutchingon, They included letters written from Boston
at the tme of the Revolution to members of the Government in England, with
diaries and family papers going back to the Lincolnshire Hutchinsons. Peter studied,
sarted and ironed out the crumpled docantents, untouched for over a hundred
years, and realised their historical vabue, T wonder if [ am drifting into the com-
mitation of 1 hook 7" he writes in December 18832,

In Sidmouth, Peter had many acyuaintances and was a freguent guest af mostof

the Tocal hauses; he also speat weeks away visiting relatives in Chudleigh, Uffeulme,

Duawlish and in Staffordshive. His return of hospitality was meagre; afternoon tea,
e wrote, was a useful innovation, needing little preparation or expense.

His health improved in the middle years and he was fit and active until his
later seventies, One of his closest frends was My, N8 Heincken, g retired Unitarian
Minister, a fine musician and inventor with antiquarian interests. For many years
the two men went on long expeditions on foat or by carriage, exploring the
countryside within o rwenly mile radins of Stdmouth, Churches and ancient builld-
ings were studicd and sketched, Flillforts, earthworks and barrows were measured
and mapped. The countryside was enjoyed and picnics taken from the hamper
carvied in the curringe.

Dector W, T, Radford of Sidmount was another close friend. He and Peter
were the same age and found pleasure i a frequent exchange of calls, sharved
interests amd long discussions. Doctor Radford was a gencrous subscriber to all
local charities: he iv especially temembered for his concern tor the eyesight of the
lace makers who, he believed, were exploited by itinerant vendors, Fle is reported
to have distributed about 30,060 pairs of spectacles ta the needy.

The Reverend Lovd Sidoey Godolphin Osborne, his wife and daughters lived
at Cottington in Sidmaouth for several years. Peter was a constant visitor who
enjoyed their company, One of the girls heiped him carve the stone bosses of the
new minnacles for e chureh tower, Drawings in the Diary show the work proceed-
tng, with his lordship watching, He too had scientific interests and Peter writes of
colleering miud and ditch water for microscopic examination. They were unother
musicat Cueily and a3t one party the girls played a two harmonium duct.

They moved to Dorset alter Lady Oshorne's death, Peter stayed with them on
Poole Harbour in 1870 and 1877 where lie explored on fand and by sailing boat,
visiting Brownsea to explore and attend churcl service there, e was g regular
vhurch-goer wherever he was, sometimes when at home he would be at morning
setvive b St Giles, walk over the kill to Saleombe for afternoon serviee and then
back ta Al Saints for evening prayer.

l'eter [utchinson Jdid not marry, though he wrote that he had always intended
to do so. He admired g pretty face, binded at the dangers of flirtation and believed
he cottld please the ladies with kissey and sugar plums. Marriage, he wrote, was a
pisky and expensive venture. The alternative, to cemain a bachelor was also a hazard,
Servants be believed to be dishonest and extravagant. ¥ A necessary evil,” be wrote,

The exception was Ann Carstake Newlon, his delicate faithiud housekeeper,
for whom he felr pratitude and responsibility. He left her an annuity of £28 per
g in his Wall, and counted the years of her service in his Diary. They lived at
Old Chancel, the strange stonpe mansion which Peter built i the corner of his field
near Coburg Terrace, Sidmouth parish chureh was one of many restored with

Victorian enthusiasm but with total disregard for its ancient features and traditions.
St. Giles' restoration plans began in 1858 so much money was contributed that
the restoration developed into a total re-building, except (or the tower and a tew
arches in the nave, Realising all the stone work was ta be thrown away, Peter con-
tracted g builder to re-construct the old chancel with the cast window, art a cost of
£45. tle also saved some medieval glass - now in the vestry. So 2 smaller version
of the old chancel was preserved and Obd Chancel building began. [t was a life-dong
creative interest, work going on tor the next thirty-five yvears as finances and time
allowed,

In the town, however, battle was joined over the re-building, There were
gquarrels and outraged feelings, mostly amongst the gentry, as the several groups
fought to have their way over the new church. The culmination was a grim fight over
the placement ol o window to be given by Quueen Victoria, in memory of her father,
the Duke of Kexnt, who died in Sidmouth in 1820, This was Peter Hutchinson's
bravest hour; without telling the Church Restoration Committee, and backed only
by the Eurl of Buckinghamshire of Richmond Loedge, Elysian Fields, he set out,
In his <dress uniform of The Volunteer Artillery, and carrying his sword, he went
by eoach and rail to Osborne in the lsle of Wight to deliver a petition; he was
spurred on by strong patriotism and righteous indignation: full sccounts are given
in the Mistory and Diary, ¥le must have expected a storm of rage at so independent
an action, and it came in further unseemly verbal and written attacks. In spite of
the furore, Peter remained o stuunch supporter of the new church, examining the
work done, carving some of the stone capitals and adding decorative stencil wall
patkerns,

Life in Sidmouth returned to calm; the years rolled by far Peter, filled with his
social life, his antiquarian intergsks, his committee meetings and always his writing,
Articles for journals and moagarines, letters to the newspapers poured ouf unabated
as well as lus major literary wark, Gradually he became **A Character™ in the town,
remembergd as “Our Antiguary” for his wisdom and his cccentric ways. Mr.
Heincken died in 1883 and the days of exploration and pleaswee tailed off; other
friends and relatives also died or moved away,; bronchitis began to trouble him and
he became increasingly isolzted, “(Md Bachelors are solitary sometimes,” he wrote
after visiting the Old Maid Rock at Dawlish.

Euch evening he sat in his library at Old Chancel usually by a fire, reading and
writing until 12 midhight or 1 o’clock; he warried about his finances and how best
to arrange his affairs, freguently making a new Will: he worricd too about inflation,
the troubles in freland and other political upheavale which have a familiar ring
today.

The Diary entries diministt in length and frequency until the final one, dated
8th September F894, it reports a disaster for his butcher, My, Holmes, ‘15 pigs
were crushed to death when a wall fell on their shed’ the comment:— “MEM.
Don’t order any pig tor a month.”

Peter Orlando Hutchinson died on Ist October 18397, and is buried in the
Sidmouth cemetery.

Mr. B, G. [ Clements, the Viear, read a paper on Peter to a2 meecting of The
Devonshire Association i July 1903, He had joined the Society in 1868 and was
2 kegn member and o contributor (o the Transactions, Mo, Clements told of his tife
in the town, his azchievements, his spartan Ttome life and narrow bed; also of his



cheerful patience in increasing infirmity, He also mentioned how rapidly and
completely he seems to have passed out of recollection.

This Sidmouth notable deserves to be remembered with gratitnde and acclaim.
Few small towns cun have so scholarly an account of their past; he was a pioneer
of local historical research; his ability and industry were boundless. The History,
Sketches and Diary are a valuable record of Sidmouth's past for its future genera-
tions.

Select bibfiography of P. €). Hutchinson's books and articles

History of Sidmouth in 5 volumes in West Country Studies Library, Exeter. MS.
(Photocopy in Sidmouth Museum),

Sketches in 6 volumes in Devon Revord Office, MS,
Diary in 3 volutes in Devon Record Office. MS. (Photocopy in Sidmouth Museum).
Gealogy of Sidmouth (18433,

The Chronicles of Gretna Green (1844, Copies in British Museum and Cambridlge
University Library),

Guide to Sidmouth (7th ed., 1857).

History of the restoration of Sidmouth parish church (1860},

Rifle shot in smooth bore guns (1 350).

Ferns of Sidinouth (1862).

Diary and Letters of Thomas Hutchinson, Governor of Massachusetts Bay: edited
by his great grandson, P, O, Hutchinson. 2 volumes. (1884 and 1886).

Articles in Transactions of the Devonshire Association

Hill Fortresses, Sling Stones and other Antiquities in §.E. Devon {1868},
Fossil Elgphant’s Tooth (18691,

A Second Fossil Tooth found in Sidmouth (1871).

Bronze Celt found near Sidmouth (1872),

Iron Pits (1872},

Fossil Teeth at Sidmouth (1872).

Submerged Farest and Mammoth Teeth at Sidmouth (1873).

The Population of Sidmouth from 126G to the present time ({§75).
Jar found at Musbury (1876).

A scheme for a History of Devon £1877).

Fossit Plant discovered near Sidmouthk { 1879).

The Site of Moridunum ¢ 1382).

Honeyditches ¢ 1885},
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THE ELUSIVE LAPY GLANVILLE AND THE
SPURIOUS EXETER CONNECTION

Anthony G. Collings

The Dictionary of MNational Biography is widely regarded as heing & work of
considerable scholarship and accuracy. its rirst editor, Sir Leslie Stephen “refused
mercy to cantributors who offered him vague conjecture or sentimental eulogy
instead of unembroidered fact”. Any departure from this high standard is therefore
of more than passing interest,

One such is to be found in the entry of John Ray (1627-1705), the founding
futher of British Natura] History, which contains the sentence “When Lady Glanville
8l Exeter was judged insane because she ceollected insects, Ray was cailed as a
witness to her sanity ™,

The source of the error was one of the first books on British butterflies, Moses
Harris” The Awrelign, first published in 1766, Referring to the Glanville Fritillary,
“Thig Fly taok its Name from the ingenious Lady Glanville, whose Memory was
like to have suffered for her Curiosity. Some Relations that were disappointed by
her Will attempted to set it aside by Acts of Lunacy, for they suggested that none
but those whoe were deprived of their Senses would go in Pursuit of Butterflies,
Her Relations and Legatees subpoengzed Dr. Sloane and Mr. Ray to suppuart her
Character. The last Gentleman went to Exater, and on the Tryal satisfied the Judge
and Jury of the Lady’s laudable Tnquiry intoe the Wonderful Works of the Creation
and established her Will™.

Since then those who vombined the interests of entamology and peneslogy
have puzzled over her identity, but the excessive use of capital letters caused them
to canfine their search o the nobility, When the guestion was posed in Notes and
Querfes in 1937, the only candidate suggested was Lady Winifred Glonville, wife
of Sir John Glanville of Broad Hinton, Wiltshire, former speaker of the House of
Commons. This provided a Devon connection as Sir John had beon the Member for
Plymouth from l1otd until 1628, However this had to be rejected as Lady Winifred
died in 1676, when Dr. Sloane was only 16,

The field was narrowed by the discovery in the Sloance Manuscripts in the
British Museum of two Ictters to James Petiver, anotler pioneer naturalist, written
from Bueistol in 1702 and signed “E Glanville’, and in 1967 the problem way finally
solved by W. S, Bristowe, in a paper published in the Entomologist's Gazette,

The lady in question was born Eleanor Goodricke, at Tickenham Court, west
of Bristol, about 1654, By the age of arcund twelve both her parents were dead and
she inherited substantizl estates in Somersef. Her first husband died less than two
years after the inarriage, leaving her with two children, She had two more children
by her second marriage, to Richard Glanville, of Elmsett in Suffolk, from whom
she separated after about twelve yvears. He seems then to bave schemed to inkerit
her cstates, and Lhe stress of this could well have resulted in her mental breakdown,
It is probable that she turned to the natural world to find the solace that her
domestjc life could not provide, Following her death in 1709 (four years after
Ray’s death) the estates were left to a cousin. Her son by the lirst marriage applied
to have the will sef aside, and some hundred witnesses were invalved in the case,
heard at Waells Assizes in 1712, The application waz upheld on the grounds of
insanity, so that Moses Harris’ talents can now be seen to be confined to entomology
rather than historiography.
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THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY

Minutes of the Twelfth Annual General Meeting
held at Exeter on Saturday, 8th May 1982

The Vice-Chairman referred to the death of the President, Mr Frank Booker
and paid a tribute to the part he had played in the development of the Society
since its formation and also to his contribution, as a writer, to the history of
[Devon.

The Mimutes of (he Annual General Meeting held on 9th May 981 were read

and approved.

Arising therefrom it was explained Lhat the proposcd mecting of Devon local
history groups had been deferred pending the return of the Chairman from
abraud. ’

The Hon. Secretary submitted bis Report and explained that 1ssue 24 of the
Devon Historign had been sent to paid-up members only in aecordance with
the Resolution passed at the last Annual General Meeting, He also reported
correspondence he had had with the Chairman., The Report was approved.

The Hon. Treasurer submitted his interim Account which was still subject to
audit, He explained his policy concerning the finances and the action he had
taken to stabilise matlers. The interim Account which showed a credit balance
of £900.59 was approved.
Following the presentation of the above, the Meeting passed a formal vote of
thanks to the Hon. Treasurer for his outstanding efforts on behalf of the
Society.
The Hon. Editor subunitted her Report. She explained that the Devon Biblio-
graphy for FO81 will be issued with the October 1982 Devon Historian. Amcend-
ments to the 198G [ssue (DA 22) are being incorporated. After discussion it
was agreed that the 1981 volume be made available separately to non-members
and that it be publicised accordingly. Referring to the Dff No, 24 she asked
members to note the change in lay-out: this was because the magazine was now
set and printed in Excter. Members found this format penerally acceptable but
ctforts will be made to have it set in a slightly larger typeface. She also thanked
the local history societies of Devon for their help in up-dating information.
Retrospective reports of their activities would be welcomed for inelusion in
future issues of the 2. She also sugpested that a small “notes and queries™
feature might be welcomed by members.
Election of Council
Under the new mles one third of the Council reticed in {982, As there were
no additional nominations it was praposed that Messts Owen Baker, John
Bosanko and Michael Dickinson (the first three names on the Council list) be
re-elected for the three-vearly period commencing lst May 1982,
One-day conferences
It was reported that these hid been arranged at:
wybridge . . L L 6th November 1982
Bampton . .. ... ............. February f March 1983

1t was resolved that consideration be given to the pre-payment ol conference
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fees and meal charges fo reduce losses made on these occasions when members
and others failed to take up the bookings they had made.

Publicity

A member present raised the question of advertising the Society in an effort
to increase membership. [t was agreed that this be passed to the Council for
their consideration and action.

Office of President

The Vice-Chairman referred again to the death of the President and asked
members to pass to him the names of any persons who might be considered
suitable for this Office.

. Other locs] history organisations

(a) The Vice-Chairman reported to the Meeting the formation of the British
Association for Local History and outlined briefly its aims and objects.
(b) Mr lan Maxted, 1 member of the Council, reported on his membership of
the Local History CGroup of the Library Association and stressed the value
of nationwide contacts of this nature,
The Future
The Vice-Chairman expressed his feelings and concern for the future of the
Society. He asked for possible themes for one-day conferences and the Hon,
Secretary referred to a letter from Mr F R Beards on this subjeet which had
been received on this matter. A general discussion followed. Mr Beards also
proposed that the Council be asked to consider the alteration of dates of
meetings so fthat one-day conferenees be held in early summer and early
autumn and that the Annual General Meeting be held in February, This was
approved by a large majority.
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SERVICE AND THE SINGLE GIRL IN VICTORIAN EXETER

Jane Lmerson

Exeter was an important centre for domestic service, both attracting fresh
recruits from the surrounding hinterland as far away as Cornwall and paris of
Somerset and Dorsel, and also acting as & temporary stopping poeint lTor those who
would move on to bhetter positions and more opportunities in London and the
Sauth East. Devonshire girls had an excellent reputation as trustworthy and hard-
waorking servants throughout the country. These girls whether of rural origins or
Exeter-born, frequently took their first situation between the ages of 12 and 14.
More than two-thirds feft service geneeaily to get married between the ages of
25 and 20, For those that staved a few remained in cowployment (o the age of 60
or 70, but most dropped out as they lost onc situation and found it increasingly
difficult ti> get a new situation after the age of 40. Having left or been forced out
of domestic service by employers’ preference for young employees, they had little
chance of avoiding the downward economic and social spiral caused by the fack of
job apportunitics for women, and the absence of any form of social welfare. They
would be forced to take what work they could get as laundresses ar further down
the occupational scake as chars. While the average age of servants in the four censnses
{851 tor 1881 fluctuated betweenm 23 and 27, the average age of chars was over 40,
Many married women, who were both unacceptable for five-in domestic service
and glso did not want the long hours and commitment service entailed, also did
charring. But the largest group of chars were in fact widows and over 90% of all
five-in domestics {and all the *‘beiterclass” homes had live-in domestics} were
unmarried, Hence the married servant was rare. The six hundred epitaphs on
servgnts’ gravestones collected by the eccentric nineteenth cenfury lawyer A J,
Munby and his friends which tell of the long-serving, much revercd section of
domestic service were no doubt the exceptions and were more likely to be found
in either the kirger, more well-to-do households and in rural areas.’ In fact only
one of Munby’s epitaphs was found in Deven althouph many of the servants may
have griginated frem Devon. In Exeter the domestic service market was for most
servants in a constant state of flux. Only ten per cent of servant-keeping households
kept the same servants for ten years or longer and it appears that the average leneth
ol stay with one houschold was months rather than years,

Servants' expeciations were for betlenment and marriage, and, fuiling either of
these, they frequently moved to ge! away from intolerant cyven sometimes brutal
employers andfor appalling living conditions and very low wages. Evea in the most
favoursble sitwitions the lite wues almost invartably very cesirictive in terms of any
free time and opportunities tor eontacts with the opposite sex. Fmployers wanted
moral and physical reliability ;. semeone capable of working a very long day - so
considerable physical strength, Diheaith and suspected stealing or moral misconduct
were quite sufficient reason for instant dismissat at any hour of the day or night. it
is not surprising, given the nature of the contemporary court cases brought againse
servants and i view of the wreconcilability of employer and employee interests in
s0 many cases, thal Exeter’s service sectar was in a constant slate of change.

This understandably posed a wide variety of problems for the employers, for
the servant and for society at large. There were two or Hiree servant employment
agencies but neither these nor adverts n the local press were free. The Western
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The Victorian servant girl. From a Punch cartoon, 1878,

Times and the Devon Weekly Times were popular places for adverts both for situa-
tions vacant and sorge situations wanted, but largely for rural positions. The Flving
Post and The Western Luminary, two Exeter papers, had fewor servant adverts,
perhaps reflecting that Exeter situations tended to be filled either through the fee-
paying agencies, (there were two in South Street and one in St. Sidwells), or more
commeoaly through word of mouth and persanal recommendation. However there
was always the problem for the servant girl of accommodation and subsistence
between appointments. This may kave been only for a few nights if she was hucky,
but longer if she {ailed to get a good reference from her previous employer,
frequentiy through no fault of her own but merely as a way of stapping her leaving
or for some imagined peccadillo, The other problem was the inevitable unemploy-
ment in a centre which acted as a staging and recruiting area for servants moving on
to posts outside the South West. What could an unemployved servant do as tempor-
ary employment in either of these cases? Unlike seamstresses, who were the other
largest oceupational group for women in Exeter, they had no way of using their
service skills on a femporary part-time basis except by aecepting the obvicusly
downward move to charring. Doubtless there were not the hard and fast divisions
between occupations as there tend to be today and many women regularly tumed
their hands to a whole variety of jobs possibly on an annual basis as seasonal work
came avatlable. But in Exeter there was not a wide variety either of seasonal work
or of factory work.

[n these circumstances it is not surprising that during the second haif of the
nincteenth cenfury a number of homes, schools, reformatories, and refuges were
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apened. There was a school for domestic servants in Bartholemew Street opened in
1862 with a matron, two teachers and hetween 16 and 20 pupils over the next
twenty vears, Two doors away there was a home for “fallen” women, many of
whom were under 30 and had been servants at sgme time. Amoeng the other institu-
tions there was a Girls’ Friendly Society in South Street who were fairly selective
about whom they tock and at the other end of the scale, a reformatory in Palsioe
Rouad which was little better in terms of getting back into employment and society
than the workhouse, When the ““Exeter Association™ opened a shelter and employ-
ment repistry 10 Holloway Street in 1879, it atmed to fill @ much needed role.

It set aut to provide a variety of functions, First it offered shelter at any hour
of the day or night for an unspecified length of time, but temporary, rather than as
i permanent home, Secondly it was an employment agency for domestic service
jobs and occasionally for other work. Thirdly it acted as a clearing house or Haison
for more permanent institutions as far afield as Oxford and Kent as well as those in
Devonand Cornwall, This third function was for those not suited ta further employ-
ment and without 3 home or relatives to go to. In other wards for those either
physically ov morally unable to work. A large number of these were designated
“fallen”, and judging by the places they were sent on to were likely to be institu-
tionalised for the rest of their lives. Fourthly it operated in conjunction with the
main public institutions in Exeter: the prison, the house of correction, the main
hospitals and the workhouse. Finaily (t also provided a focal point for middle and
upper-class women who were concerned and interested in the fate of young women
in need. Tn this role, it was part of a growing nationwide campaign? to improve the
facilities for young women in need either in terims of work or home and particularly
those who found themselves in an alien urban environment, The women who ran
the association were ticeless in their efforts. Mrs. Rouncewell, who was in charge
for the early years frequently walked the streets at night *“rescuing’ young women
sometimes from the very arms of potential seducers or clients -- one of the maost
notorious areas was around the Exe bridge - doubtless catching travellers on their
way in and out of the city. Another haunt for casual “trade” was along the
Tapsham Road towards the Barracks.? Men were rarely cited in the notes on the
girls, but in the cases where they were, soldiers featured prominently. Naturally
enough alongside these explicit functions of the association was the implicit
dadvisocy role of the association both to the “pirls™ and on ovcasion to potential
employers. Advice obviously varied in extent and content according to the particular
Ladics dealing with a specific case. All the workers were voluntary, except the
matran, who received a small income and accommodation, and each brought her
own particular moral code, Three of the ladies were staunch tectotallers and aimed
to persumde any women they brought to the hame ar took “an interest in” to take
the pledge  others attempted a similar type of promise in relation to abstinence
from sex. Many followed up their particular cases for several months or sometimes
vears. There were touching accounts of some of the ladies being invited to ex-
“inmates™ weddings and reporting of their growing families. But these were the
rare cases, more lrequently fulure to hold down a job or remain in an institution
often coupled wirh o return to the Association for more help and advice were
reported. It tells something of the lack of any other similar institutions offering
the same type ot facilities and also points to the regard with which women in need
viewed the association,

En examining the background, age and circumstances of the first two hundred

amd thirty women who entered the association over the first two vears and three
uranths, it is clear that a high proportion of the girls were initially from autside the
city (approximately two-thirds to three-quarters) although enly about one-third
were directly from the country without having been in the city for some months
buetore making their way or being brought to the association, But few, judging from
the case notes (about one-quarter) were of Excter origin - with homes (at least of
2 kind) in the city, The reasons for the girly’ epplications to the Association were
various. About 40% came for employment, about 254 for shelter and about 30%
were described as “fallen”, though sometimes they were looking for employment
and temporary shelter too. (It is in fact difficult to see these three categories as
completely separate as they are used in the Adsociation notes). Their family circum-
stances varied too. More than one-third had no parents and a further third had only
one parent, Their reasons for applying to the association were not directly con-
nected with their family circwnstances, although among the group with no parents
there were more applying to the association for employment while those with only
a mother had the highest proportion of “fallen™ girls, Their ages varicd from 10 to
40 with two-thirds under 23. Of those described a3 “fallen” three-quarters were
between 16 and 23 years, while the ages of those sesking shelter and cmplovment
were more evenly spread throughout the whole age range, though stilt with the
majority in their late teens. There was little correlation between age amd their
destination when they left the association. The all important factor i tetermining
a girl’s future was whether or not she was “ fallen™,

The Association, catering for at least two new applicants each week from the
time it opened in Pecember 1879 throughout the early 1880s, certainly fulfilled
a variety of much needed functions. but it appears from the rate of re-application
and the records of instability for those who were Found employment (509 did not
hold 2 job down for more than a few weeks) that there were limitations to the
amount any association of this nature could achieve. The problems were endemic.
Both the “fallen” and those from prison or the workhouse wers unlikely to get a
job and many of these were institutionalised on a long-term basis. Satisfactory
employment seems to have been rare and girls appear to have been ill-equipped
to cope with an independent life in Exeter. Society did not cater tor the respectable
single girl without private financial means, in terms of employment, accommeoda-
tion or subsistence; nor was there pravision far domestic servants when they were
foreed to change jobs which was u frequent occlurrence,

Evidence from the case notes of the “fallen™ girls shows that very few were
professional prostitutes. Those that were had generally been referred by a police
constabie or the workhouse or been picked up from the strects. The vast majority
had had, at most, intermittent sexuval relations with only one or two men. Only
about 10% were pregnant or had a child outside marriape. A very Tew were vickims
of emplayer seduction — this figure way have been larger but for the reticence of
girls to give evidence in case it jeopardised their future job prospects, Yet, however
minimal their scxual experience, or in contemporary terms the “dJdepth of their Fall™,
few were in the end able to get further employment and 70% were referred to
permanent “homes”, Most commonly used among these were the Hougse of Mercy
at Bovey Tracey, run by an Anglican order of nwuns; a Home in Plymouth, another
in Wantage and two in Fast Cornwall. Judging by the number of times girls
absconded from the train on the way to the Home from the Associstion or escaped
and returned to Exeter at a later date, they did not want the security and restrie-



tiong of an institutional life. From the gitls’ comments they wanted employment
within society — hut the Association was unable to piyce them. The stigma attached
to sexnal experience for such women outside marriage was indelible.

Some of the most pathetic examples of these unfortunszte girls were those
that ended up in court cases reported in the local press. One girl was turned out of
her place of employment carly one morning in Heavitree having had a seven months
miscarriage within hours of finding herself forced on the streets. She eventually
reached an acquaintance’s house in Sidwell Street and collapsed. En this case the
court at least reprimanded the hard-hearted employer, although generally the em-
ployers were exempl from anything harsher than this. Strangely, this employer,
even though the mother of four children already grown up, maintained that she was
unaware that her servant was either pregnant or had had a miscarriage, The large
number of cancealments of birth and infanticide which appeared in the contempor-
ary press frequently indicated the dramatically difficult position of the young
servaat girl caught in the intractable predicament of finding hersell pregnant while
in service.

The Ladies of the Association did not attempt to follow in Joscphine Butler's
footsteps by trying to change public opinion on the subject of women’s employ-
ment atd in particular prostitution.* But they did reslize the need for tacilities
to enable pirls coming to Exeter and those already in the city who were changing
jobs to have temporary accommodation, help with future employment, and
practical and maral advice. They provided these facilities for a hundred or more
girls each year in the 1880s. But one wonders how many more girls there were
over this decade tn Exeter suffering similac problems but with no help outside the
final resort of the workhouse, prison or the lock hospitat,®

Nuotes:

1. Munby, A. J. Faithful! servants: being epitaphy und obituaries recording their
narmics and services, 1891,

2. There were at least 116 of such associations in 1890 and a national quarterly
journal called Secking and saving. E. D. Lrvine, M.D, ‘A century of voluntary
service: the Exeter Diocesan Association for the Care of Girls (51, Olave's
Trust) . Trans. Devon. Assoe, v. 113, 1967, p.133

3. In the 18505 Exeter High Street was described by the police as swarming with

prostitutes. R, Newton, Vietorian Exeter, 1968, 0,165

E. Moberley Bell, Josephine Butler, 1962,

¥, Finnegan, Poverty and prostitution: a study of Vietorian prestitutes in

York, 1979,
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LOCAL HISTORY COLLECTIONS IN DEVON
3. Wyn Fvans

During the past few vears [ have accumulated a fair amount of information
about tocal history library resources in [devon, largely as a result of travels through
the county in cenncction with a national sarvey, jointly sponsored by the British
Library and the Library Association, dedicated to producing i Directory of rare-
book collections. The Dirertary is devoted to rare-book collections generally, and
not just to thase specialising it local history, but information about the latter hag
been obtained incidentally, It may therefore be useful to give here a short list of
Devon local history collections, in the hope that it naay assist rescarchers in tracking
down materials in their fields of study. The list is limited to Libraries which are open
to visitors, albeit in some cases by special arrungement.

Ouly brief details of each institution are given, and it is advisable to contact
the local librarian or curator for fuller informuation, Opening hourts vary consider-
ably, as do conditions of access. Finally, it must be emphasised that the list makes
no claim to be exhaustive — il jusl attempts to mention the more significant collec-
tious inn the county. Theve are certainly a number of other librarics in Devon which
have small amounts of tocal material but it seemed wiser to cover only the more
important ones.

BLUNDELL’S SCHOOL, Tiverton, Devon

Tel: Tiverton 2543

The Blundelt’s Muniment Room conlaias a small number of books of loeal interest,
a file of the Tiverton Gazette, 18RY-1930, and a complete run of the school maga-
zine, the Blundellian. There is afsa a goad archive of the school from its foundation
in 1604, and a targe collection of photogeaphs from 1904 onwirds,

Apply to: The Head Master
BUCKFAST ABBEY, Buckfastleigh, Devon TQ11 DEE
Tel: Buckfastleigh 3301

There is a library of about 20,000 volumes at Buckfast Abbey, and quite a good
card catalogue. FTherg are some 400 volumes of Devan and Cornwall material,

Apply te The Librarian

THE COOKWORTHY MUSEUM, 108 Fore Street, Kingsbridge, Devon
Tel: Kingsbridge 3235
The Museum conlaing what are probably the most complete Files available of the
following local newspapers:
Kingsbridge Gazette & South Wams Advertizer, [857-1899
South Devan Advertiser & Agricultural Times, 18871890
South [evon Gazette, 1883-1902

Appiv to! The Curalor

DARTINGTON COLLEGE OF ARTS, Dartington, Totites, Devon TQ9 ¢EJ
Tel: Totnes 862224

The Dartington College Library contzins some 30,000 volumes, and there is a good
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collection of about 600 volumes of Devon interest, some of them of considerable
rarity.
Apply te: The Librarian

DARTINGTON HALL, Dartington, Totnes, Devon TQ9 6E}

Tel: Totnes 862224

The Dartinglon Hall Records are housed in over 200 boxes und there are many
thousands of records. They are mainly the personal archives of Leonard and
Darothy Eblmhirst, and the records of the Dartington Frust, which they founded.
There wre also 170 printed hooks which relate to Dartington in one capacity or
another, There is a typed calalogue.

Apply 1o The Revords Gfficer

THE DEVON AND EXETER INSTITUTION LIBRARY. 7 Cathedral Close, Exeter
Tel: Exeter 51017

This is such a well-known library that it is mentioned here more for completeness
sakye than as an attempt to give a full description. There are about 33,000 volumes
in all, and a very good collection of several thousand books, pamphlets, prints,
maps, and newspapers. There is a good card catalogue available.

Apply e The Librarian

DEVON LIBRARY SERVICES. Bideford Divisional Library, New Road, Bideford
Tel: Bideford 6075

The Pearse-Chope collection of lacal history was presented to the Bidetord Free
Libraty in the 19405 The coHection had formed Mr Pearse-Chiope’s private library
and is especially pood on North Devon history. There are about 1,500 votunies,
rmany of them rare.

Apphv to: The Libracian

DEVON LIBRARY SERVICES, West Country Studies Library, Castle Street,
Exeter EXd 3PQ  Tel: Exeter 53422
The West Country Stwdies Library was opened in 1975 and was the result of the
amalgamation of the local studics collections of Devon County Library and Exeter
C'ity Libraries. It is by far the largest collection of its Kind in Devon, cousisting of
25000 hooks and pamphlets, 400 newspaper and periodical titles, 500 reels of
microfilm, 3000 prints, 10,000 photographs, 1,000 drawings, 10,000 glass nega-
tives, and a large catlection of cuttings and ephemera. The main emphasis is on
[evon hut there are also many items on Cornwall, Somerset and Dorset.

A card catalogue of thr books is being made, and there are various other
indexes availuble.
Apply tor The Libeariaa

DPEVON LIBRARY SERVICES, Devon and Cornwall Record Society, cfo West-
countsy Studies Library, Castle Street, Exeter EX4 3PQ  Tel: Exeter 53422

The Devon and Cornwall Record Seciety Collection began with the foundation of
the Society in (904, and it has gradually beep augmented, wainly as a result of its
members transcribing original Jdocuments. The collection is mainly of mamuscript
amd typeseript transeriptions of the parish registers ol ahout 500 parishes in Devon
and Cornwall, There are also other supporting materials, A handlist is available to
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the 1,000 volumes, 30 boxes of cuttings. 20 reels of microfilm and 100 microfiim
cassettes. Available onty to members of the Socicty,
Apply to: Librarian, West Country Studies Library

DEVON LIBRARY SERVICES, Plymouth Central Library, Local Studies Library,

Drake Civcus, Plymouth PL4 SAL  Tel: Plymouth 25616

The Local Studies Library covers Devon and Cornwall but the main emphasis is on

Plymoath, Over 20,000 items i all, including books, prints, maps and playhills,
Magt of the materind is listed in a card catalogue.

Applv o The Librarian

DEVON LIBRARY SERVICES, Torquay Central Library, Lymington Road,
Torguay Tel: Torquay 211251

The Devon & Cornwall Collection of lucal history nwmbers more thun 9,000 books
and pamphlets, 300 prints, 2,500 photographs, negatives, shides and glass plates.
Newspapers include the Torquay Directory {compleie) and the Torquav Times
from 1912, There is » dictionary card catalogie to the collection and a4 cand index
to newspaper articles, cte,

Apply ro: The Librarian

EXETER CATHEDRAL LIBRARY, Bishop's Palace, Exeter

Tel. Exeter 72894

The Library contains over 25 000 printed books and a farge collection of manu-
scripts and documents, There iy g section of several hundred printed books devoted
to local history, There is o card catafogue of the whole library,

Apply to: The Librorian for informption aboul the printed books, and ta the
Archivist for details of the archives.

EXETER UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. Prince of Wales Road, Exeter EX4 4PT
Tel: Exeter 77911

The University possesses a Jarge collection of works on Devon bat they are not alt
kept together. Most of the historical material is in one section but the remainder
is to be found with the various subjects (e.g. loral peography with the geogrphy
hooks. ete) Books can be traced through the catalogues, which are on micrafiche.
Apply to: The Librafian

THE [LFRACOMBE MUSEUM, Wilder Road, Hfracombe, DPevon, EX34 BAF
Tel iifracombe 6354}
There is a small but interesting collection of Devon mwaterial: 250 books, 150 vols,
of aewspapers (the Nfracombe Chronicle, from F880-1953), 200 prints, 2,000
nhotopraphs and several hundred glass negatives and slides.

The main inferest of the collection is the amoeunt of rare materiat on Htacombe
and North Devon gencrally.

Apply to The Curator

THE NORTH DEVON ATHENALUM LIBRARY, Barnstapie, Devon, EX32 BLN
‘Fel: Barnstaple 2174

The Library contains 40,000 volumes and several thousaad archival and manuscripl
items. The Devon (particularty North Devon) materal is especially good rabout

17



2,000 volumes). Worth particular mention ure the John Gay Collection (some 200
items, and also newscuttings, copies of letters, etc), The Barnstaple borough
records, the Harding Collection (19th-century manuscripts of Col. Harding relating
to Devon parish history), and the papers of the srchitect W. R, Lethiaby (who was
born in Barpstaple and became consultant architect to Westminster Abbey),

There is a good card catalogue available.

Apply to: The Librarian

THE PLYMOUTH ATHENALEUM, Derry's Cross, Plymouth, PL1 28W
Tel: Plymouth 266079 .
The original library was destroyed by fire in 1941, A small collection of mainly
Devon and Cornwall material, Aboul 150 printed books, 3 manuscripts and several
boxes of photograpiie plates. .

There is a card catalogue,
Appfy oo The Librarian

THE SIDMOUTH MUSEUM, Church Street, Sidinouth, Devon
Tel: Sidmouth 6139

The Museum possesses an interesting little collection of mainly Bast Devon material,
consisting of about 250 hooks, 100 volumes of newspapers (Lethaby’s Sidmouth
Journal, Harvey’s Sidmouth Difectory and Geoeral Advertiser, the Sudmouth
Ohserver, the Sklmouth Herald, the Sidmouth News), 230 prints, 28 scrapbooks,
30 manuseripts, and several thousand photographs.

There is a card catalogue of the boaks und a typed list of prints.

Applp e The Curator

FHE TORQUAY NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY LIBRARY, The Musewn,
Babbacombe Road, Torguay Teb: Torguay 23975

The library contains about 25000 volumes. There is @ large collection of material
on Devon, and the holdings on Torguay and area are particularly good. The library
hotds files of tocal newspapers and alse has the manuscripts of William Peagelly and
Father fohn MacEnery, the explorers of Kent's Cavern, An old card catalogue is
available, and this is currently being revised,

Apphy to: The Libravian

THE TOTNES MUSEUM, The Elizabethan House, 70 Fare Street, Totnes, Devon
Tet: Totnes 863821

The Rutter Library was bequeathed to Totnes in 1928 by I AL Rutter, Esg. It con-
tains about |.000 volumes. Most of the collection refates to Devon and there is a
good deal on Totnes. The Museumn also passesses the library of the Totnes Mechanics
Instilute (¢, 200 vols).

There is a1 card catalogue and typed catalogue of the Rutter Library.

Apply to: The Curator
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A YOUNG SCOTSMAN IN PLYMOUTH, 1824:

pages from the Diary of Patrick Grant Beaton
selected and edited by Sir Edgar Vaughan

The following extracts are from a Diary kept by Parrick Grant Reaton in 1824/5
when fie was on his way from the Highlends of Scotland 1o open a stvre in Le
Guaira, Venezuelg 'for the sale of British manufactures on commission’  His
principals were @ Glasgow merchant called Lachlun Muckinnaon, heir to the chicfdom
of the Mackinnons of the Ilsle of Skye. and a Mr Marshall. His enforced stay in
Plymouth allows us to see the civic and ngval development of the town through the
clear and often critical eves of @ lively young man in his early twenties.

Plymouth. Having now had three days’ rest here, § am abkie to
resume my Journal. Op Sunday the 2ist Nov. [1824) § sailed
from Liverpool in the Brig “Idris™, Captain Lancaster, far La
Guayra. There were besides me, four passengers, Mr Menzies. Mr
Robinson, Mr Scaife and Mr Clark, Nothing particularly occurred
until the morning of Tuesday the 23rd when we encountered
from West and South Woest the most severe gale felt for many
years an the West Coast of Englantl,

The lidris narrowly escaped sinking, The Captain decided to steer for Plymouth
and anchored in the Catwater.

November 30th, The picture which now presented itself to our
view, painted, in my eyes, the danger from which we had escaped
in far more awful colours than it was possible for me to imagine
while at sea. The whole shore round about us presented nothing
but wrecks!! On the Tuesday we experienced the gale, no less
than 32 vessels were wrecked in the harbour of Plymouth and
37 lives lost - the shore was literally covered with wrecks in
every creek and corner; and each succeeding day brought fatal
proefs of damage done ut sea, and, horrible to say, among the
pieces of wreck driven on shore, were sometfimes to he seen,
a shockingly mangled human carcass, or a leg, or an arm of a
sufferer in storm 1111

All the Newspapers were filled with accounts of the losses along
the West Coast of England, both at sea and on land, which they
reported were more generally and severely felt than those occa-
sioned by the storm of {777. The Breakwater at Plymauth,
which cost so much money in building, suffered considerably,
and it is calculated that five years will be reguired to repair the
damage.? But it is vain to instance any particular loss, suffice it
to say that {if we believe Newspaper Reportsy all the Coast from
Portsmouth to Falmouth was covered with wrecks and the towns
also suffered from the violence of the wind and the size of the
sew, At last, however, as if bewailing the desolation its fury had
wrought, the wind died away in a4 gentle mouning and gradually
subsided.

On coming ashore (on the 30th) we proceeded to the Royal
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Footnotes

i

4.

This was a famous scorm damaging wmany southern ports. Beaton’s account of
the devastation is not exaggerated. §t was reported in the Times on November
24th, 25th and 27th and the report of Eloyds’ agent at Plymouth was repro-
duced in many newspabers, €.2. Ldinburgh Observer of November 30th, Lioyd's
agent spoke of “a most tremendous hurricane exceeding in violence anything
ever remembered ™ and he gave a list of dismasted and water-logged ships and
ships cast ashore (Lioyd’s List, No. 5963, November 26th, 1824), Full accounts
of the damage at Plymouth appeared in the Plymourh and Devonpart Weekly
Journal on November 25th (see next paragraph) snd the Religious Tract Society
subsequently published a tract No. 585 describing what happened: The storm
at Plymouth or Some particulars of the Dreadful Shipwrecks at that Port,
London, {18307), with the moral that “the most treinendous storms - - - - are
as nothing when compared with the righteous anger of ---- God”, A fund
wias raised in Plymouth and Devonport by public subscription and £:1382
was ¢istributed to relieve the distress of masters, officers and crews {and to
send them home) and of local boatmen and others (Plvmauth and Devonport
Weekly Jowrnel, December 2nd and 30th, 1824)

The local noewspaper reporter wrate: “The whole extent of that part of
the [Deadman’s] Bay where the vessels were stranded is not above 300 yards in
length, and within this smalk compass we beheld the remains of no less than
sixteen fine merchantmen ali crowded together in one vast vuin - - - - the re-
morseless waves still beating over them in fury ----, We understand that 17
bodies have been picked up in the harbour. Altogether from that part of the
Hoe under the itadel to the Catdown we counted 25 vessels on shore; the
greatest portion afready gone to pieces, and the whole Bay was covered with
floating masses. The damage done to the guays, the houses, yards and manu-
facturies in the neighbouchaod of the sea it is impossible clearly to ascertsin
- -« - At four o'clock on this eventful morning the sea was three leet deep in
South-side Street and some parts of the Parade; every house was inundated to
the great terror and loss of the inhahitants, All places on a level with the Parade
amdl South-side Street were equally under water, and the tide was never known
to reach so high, There is consequently a great destruction among the boats
and smaller craft, some of which were lifted upon the quays and others found-
ered at thelr moorings™.

The construction of The Breakwater commenced in 1812, it had still not been
completed in 1824

Tohin Collier was a merchant and Lloyd's Agent. At one time he had been a
member of the Society of Friends. He was M. P, for Plymouth from 1832-1847.
His eldest son Robert, born {817, becamne o Sudge and a peer (see biography of
Lord Monkswell in the Dictionary of Nationat Biography).

The Roval Hotel was in George Street and Mrs Quarme’s Jodging house was
nearby on the oppostte side (see the Directory in The Tourists” Companion
heing o Guide 1o the Towns of Plymouth, Plvmoeouth Dock, Stonehouse, Morice
Toven, Stoke and their Vicinities with ¢ Directory, London, 1823

Plymonth underwent considerable development alter 1811 wilh the erection
of a Poblic Library in that year, of the Royal Hotel with its adjacent Assembly
Rooms and Theatre, 1811-1816, and of the Athenaeum [818-1819, The Cor-
pontion of Plymouth financed the Royal Hotel complex, and focal genflemen,
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interested in promoting literature, science and the line arts, the Library and
the Athenaeum, this last being a continuation of the Piymouth [nstitution and
Devon and Cornwall Natural History Society. They were all imposing buildings
in the classical style representing an ex pansion of coltural and social amenities,
similar to that in other prosperous English towns at that period e.g. Bury St
Edmunds. The Hotel, apart from the Theatre and the Assernbly Rooms, com-
prised coffee, dining, sitting, smoking and hilliard rooms, with 50 bedrooms
and other sitting rooms on the Upper Floors. The Theatre Royal which seated
1,192 persons was pulled down in 1939 and the " blitz" destroyed the others,
but their splendid appearance has been preserved in a series of water colours in
the Plymouth Room of the Plymouth Museum, " Designs for Buildings in Ply-
mouth {810-1830, Water Colour Drawings™ by John Foulston Architect,
{Liewellyn Jewitt, A Histary of Plymouth, Plymouth, 1873, pp.386 and 593-
597, Crispin Gill, Plymouth, A New History 16803 to the Present Duy, London,
1979)

The two Reading Rooms were presumably the one at the Athenavum and
the other in the port and commercial area in the Exchange Buildings, although
there was alsa a reading room at the Public Library. Mr Collier was one of the
gentlemen who had subscribed fo the fund for erecting the Library and was
thus one of the proprictors. It was maintained by public subseription and was
open from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., except on Saturday when it was openta 11 p.m.
{Catalogue of Books in the Plymouth Public Library, Plymouth, 1835, and the
Tourists’ Companion — a Guide to Plvmouth etc. op.cit.)

‘This Ball would have taken place in the Assembly Rooms at the Royul Hotel.
Advertisements in the Plymouth and Devonport Weekly Journal show that
local dancing masters would organize balls in tum at which their pupils would
perform.

Lord Eliot b.Plymouth 1708 ¢ 187D, Styled Lord Eliot 1823-45, diplomat
and politician only son and heir of the Earl of 5t Germang, (Complete Peerage,
London, 1942),

Richard, sccond Earl of TLidgeumbe {1764-1839), a man of artistic tastes,
composer, amateur actor (biography in Dictionary of Netional Biography).
This wag the third lighthouse on the rack, L4 miles 5.5.W. of Plymouth. The
great engineer John Smeaton budt it after 1755, 1t now stands on Plymouth
Hoe to which itewas removed when the existing light house was built {com-
pleted in 1882Y.

. H.M.S. “Britannia™, was a Plymouth built ship laid down in December 1813,

but not Jaunched until October 20th, 1820, Even then she was not commis-
sioned until April 1824 and had still not made a vovage. She went to the
Mediterranean in 1830. From 1836 until {851 she was at Portsmouth, then
was flagship in the Mediterranean, being present at the bombardment of
Sebastapol in the Crimean War. After the end of the war she returned to
Portsmouth and on January 1st, 1859, was commissioned as a eadets’ training
ship, firstly at Portsmouth, secondly at Portland in 1862 and finully ut Dart-
mouth in 1863, where she remaincd untit relieved by the " Prince of Wales™,
renamed “Britannia” on March 3rd, 1869. She returned to Plymouth and
her break-up was completed where she began, at Plymouth Dack {Devonport)
in 1869, Her tonnage was 2,616, dimensions 205 x 5§ feet, and armament
64-32 pounders 32-24 pounders, 4-18 pounders with L8 carronades {2-68
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pounders and 146 32 pounders. (J.J. Colledge, British Suiling Warships, London,
1964 p.12.)

L1, The Theatre Royal was open in the winter, alternating performances during
the week with the Devonport Theatre. Usually provincial actors presented the
shows, but occasionally there were London performers. Prices for admittance
to boxes were three shillings, to the pit two shillings and (o the gallery one
shilling. (The Touwrists’ Companion p.34). During the period that Beaton was
in Plymouth, “Romeo and Juliet” was performed two or three times (Miss
Kemhle as Juliet), the * Rivals™ on another occasion as well as “Der Freis-
chutz2™, (Advertisements in the Plymouth and Devonport Weekly Journal).
This last was a very new opera, having first been produced in Berlin in 1821
and in London at the English Opera House in 1824, (Kobbe's Complete Opera
Book, Landan, 1956, p.132).

Sir Edgar YVawghan has transcribed and edited the Diary from the original in the
Library of the University of Western Ontario, London 72, Ontario, Canada. A com-
plete typeseript with introduction and notes has been presented by Sir Edgar to the
local histery cellection in the West Devon Arvea Central Library, Drake Circus,
Plymouth, Permission to reproduce the Diary in whole or in part should be obtained
from the Librarian of the University of Western Ontario.
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RECORD OFFICE NEWS

West Devon Area Record Office is now in new premises at Unit Three, Clare
Place, Coxside, Plymouth PL4 0IW. The telephone number is Flymouth 264685,
Though less central than the former accommodation at Tavistock Place, visitars
will find the new search room much lighter and mare roomy.

Devon Record Office at Castle Street, Fxeter is adso muking changes to interest
the reader of Devon Historiun. As  result of the large numbers of original Parish
Registers brought 1o the Record Office since the Parochial Registers and Records
Measure of 1979, the problem of wear and tear tmpased on them has caused the
staff considerable heart-searching. The problem is all the more serious when it is
clear that the wear and tear results not from irresponsible usage, but from the fact
that the registers are being shown ar all The remedy is being sought ina ‘erash’
programme of microfilming. This has now reached all pre-1837 registers held by
the Office, as far through the wphabetical order of Devon parishes as Halwill, and
including alt Exeter City parishes. The resubting film has been jacketed in the form
known in the trade as ‘microfiche” and four special 'readers® or projector units
are now available for its inspection. It is hoped to extend the amount of film and
number of ‘readers’ from time to time as funds become available,

BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR LOCAL HISTORY

The British Assoviation Tor local History, successor to the Standing Conference
for Local History, had its inauvgural meeting in London on tith March, 1982,
Voting membership is open to all individuals over 18 years and to institutious and
organisations. The subseription rate for 1982/3 is £4. The Devon History Society
witl be taking out corporate membership so that we can be kept informed of the
Agsoclation’s activities, but our members are urged to subscribe individually, since
without financial support the organisation will not be uble to operate, The BALH
expects ‘a greater demand for advice on the tocation of source materials, bibtio-
graphical aids and work in progress. This expansion in two-way sharing of informa-
tion and ideas can he expected to provide tnteresting fare for the twice-yearly
Newsletter-com-Magazine which all members will receive. The Association will
produce the journal The Local Historian, wihich it is hoped will he available to
members at a concessionary rate, A range of pamphlets offering guidance to the
beginner and also fo a more knowledgeuble readership will be issued.” The BALH
also llopes to organise awards and campetitions, ta appoint a Field Qfficer to travel
the country advising and promating projects, to explore the possibilities of a
national diploma in lecal history, to keep a watching brief on legislation affecting
the work of local historians and ta muke known the views of merbers. Initially,
the organisation will work from an office at 43 Bedford 8q.. London WCIB 3JHU
{Tel. 01-636 4066).

QUERIES

From: Mr B. D. Cherrett, Public Relations Officer, Exeter & District Battalion,
The Boys® Brigade, Pippins, Town End, Broadelyst. EX5 3HT,

1983 is the Centenary of the founding of the Boys” Brigade. We know that the
lst Exeter was founded in 1893 and are well informed on the company at that time
and over the past fifty vears. We need to find out more about other parts of Devon
{e.g. Okehampton, Hfracombe) and about the history of the movement from 1900-
1930. Can any of your members help?

NOTES ON NEW CONTRIBUTORS

Anthony Collings™ particular interest is in action to preserve the countryside, He
las published an historical guide to the South West Way and is now preparing a
book on the south-west coastline.

June Emerson is a postgraduate student in the Department of History, University
of Exeter, She is making a social and economic study of Exeter, 1841-1881.

Catherine Linehan is a retired nurse and for many years ran a guest house in
Sidmtouth, A keen amateur archaeologist, she worked with Mrs Minter on Dartmoor.

Sir Edgar Vaughan KBE had 3 distinguished career in the diplomatic service, retiring
as Ambassador to Colombia in 1966, He then returned to academic life antd retired
as Dean of Arts & Science, University of Saskatchewan in 1974,
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REVIEWS

Diary of a Devonshire Squire —- 1844, The Journal of John Were Clarke, Esquire,
of Bridwell, Uffculme; edited by W, P. Authers. Published by the author, Tiverton,
1982, 48pp. £1.20. ISBN 95 06087 50,

Around the diary jottings of the squire of Halbarton Mr. Authers has fashioned
a delightful piece of work with seventeen pages of high quality plates. The diarist,
Joha Were Clarke was born in 1784 and so was sixty years old when he made this
record, He had been ‘“finished”, but in all probability little educated, at Cambridge,
had married Frances, the daughter of Sir Thamas Carew of Haccombe and had in
1826 an unhappy financial experience in banking,

His dinry reveals him to be a typical member of the gentry class. As a justice
he regularly attended the Cullompton sessions and the Quarter Sessions and Asgize,
He dealt with dog stealers, sheep stealers, arsonists and bastardy cases. Arson in fact
concerned him preatly - naturally enough as it was a crimme which struck at the heart
ol property —and he records fires at Halberton, Cadleigh, Utfculme and Cullompton,

More pleasurably he dines with friends at Bridwell and visits others at Huntsham
and Tidcombe, attends the theaticeand a plovghing match and visits Southampton
and London. On one occasion he goes to watch the foxhounds but does nat appear
to have shared the passion for hunting and shooting which dominated so many of
his clasgs; for him the recently arrived raitway and its trains proved a greater fuscina-
tion, As a pentleman, leisure was his prerogative but he was also an active Tarmer,
worrying about the weather and the future of the Corn Laws, he intervened in locul
politics, was a governor of Blundells and involved with Uffcutme Grammar School.

Thus the diary presents a picture of an active and happy life, a lifc of comfort
and security of status spent amid splendid countryside and a family of twelve
chiildren.

I. B, Porter

North Devon Clay. by M. J. Messenger. Twelveheads Press, 1982, 104p. £3,75
{(Paperback). ISBN 0 906294 07 X,

Reviewing for any other publication than the Devon Historien it would be g
pleasure to praise this excellently produced book by an experienced and highly
competent specialist historian {expressing perbaps a regret that even its sub-title
‘The History of an Industry and iis Transport” does not fully correct the imbalance
between industrial and railway history) in the very highest terms, Mr. Messenger’s
book containsg a wealth of photographs, which perhaps conceul the lack of source
material for the history of the North Devon Clay industry ai a whale and over the
full span of its existence from the seventeenth century onwards. He has also been
working within constraints imposed by the time Jimit sct by his publishers.

For readers of the Deven Historign however, 1 supgest that an instructive com-
parison {which it would be unfair to draw in another context} may be made between
Narth Devon Cley and the late LT, C. Roit’s The Porrer’s Field. Both Mr. Messenger
and Mr. Rolt have had company records made available to them, both define their
areas of study, Mr. Rolt expressiy omitting the ching clay industry, My, Messenger
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expressly omitting the Fremington beds from their books, both have examined a
wide range of printed and original sources, indeed Mr. Messenger has been the more
meticulous of the two in his footnotes to those sources. All these are object lessons
tor other, would-be Devon Historians, Why then does Mr. Rolt’s book remain the
better one?

Mr, Messenger may very reasonably answer that Mr. Rolt's book, written first,
to a large extent pre-empied the subject. This is true, but the answer lies deeper
than this. {n part, it lies in pure talent, the talent to combine accuracy with read-
ability. Ta this, it may be replied quite justly that the number of local and specialist
studies that will rank with Red for Danger and Fred Majdalany’s Red Rocks of
Eddystone must he smadl indeed, if only for their choice of suhject.

But also it ties in the ability to see even a necessarily limited aspect of local
history as part of a larger whole and to impose some discipling, some selection,
both in the shaping and the writing of the local historian®s chosen work. Mr,
Messenger’s very enthusiasm and competence in the field of railway history has
lessened the value of his work as u study of his chosen subject. Mr. Rolt very care-
fully balances, even while concealing ineguaulities in his source material, the story
of the production, distribution and utilisation of the clay -- it is instructive simply
to study his list of chapters. In conteast with this planning, Mr. Messenger gives us
an itemised examination of the rolling stock and locomntives af the Marland Light
Railway and of the standarcd-gauge North Devon and Cormwall Junction Light
Railway, its successor, while failing tv examing the importance of the North Devon
ports or even of the English raifway system as a whole in the distribution of North
Devon Clay, or of analysing the muarkets for which North BPevon clay and bricks
were destined.

It is for this reason that Mr. Messenger's excellent chapters on the clay industry
in the Petrockstowe basin and of ¥. B. Fell's remarkable feats of engineering in the
Torridge valley, definitive studies in their own right, stand out in a book which
conveys lessons both of what and what not to do, if you are a *Devon Historian,”
The issue is not one of glibness contrasted with veracity: in marshalling an army of
incts, strategy dogs count,

M. Drickinson

Ozkford: the history of a Devan Parish; by E. W. Bentley, Published by the author.
1982, 256p. £4.05 ISBN 95079420 1.

introducing his comprehensive parish history, Mr Bentley writes that his work
is “primarily Jort those who know Ooakford and want to find out more about aspects
of its past™ and also, with a note ol pardonable pride, not to say defiance, he
speaks of “a reluctance to see hard-womn information re-buried without trace™
which has caused the inclusion of “more detail ... than makes for an “easy read’.”
indeed fhis is not a glib, superficial, help-the-organ-fund string of unrelated ancc-
dotes about Lesser Nerkworthy. It is an example, and a good example of the “new
generation® of parish history, written with immense dedication and considerable
skitl,

Mr. Bentley’s history of an Exmoor border parish, predeminantly agricultural
and wilistinguished by a notable place in political, religious or economic bistory
runs from (086 to the present century and is planned with some care. For the
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student of fashions and methods in local history, it is interesting to see that he
actually expands the Manorial history (once discredited} to include histories of
individua! tenements, and of yeoman as well as gentie families. At the same time
he uses the newer fashion of demographic analysis with considerable confidence
and with results which justify its craployment,

Reviews also follow fashions, puragraphs of reservation following those of
praise. The reservation in this case is particularly worth drawing attention to in
Deven Historian: there are a few instances of difficulty with specialised original
records which could have been resolved by bringing the problem to the notice of
fellow workers in the field or of qualified staff in library or record office. An
instance is {p.65) where it is said that the living of Oakfovd was sequestered “for
o abvious reason” in 1260, The sequestration was doubtless because the living
wis vacant — a reason for sequestration as valid in 1260 asin 1982,

M. Dickinson

lelfstan’s place: n part of history, 15000BC-1919 AD; by Richard Girling, Heine-
mann, 1981, 224 p. £7.50. ISBN 434 98019 6.

This is about the past of {lsington near Newton Abbot and few villages can
have had such a book written zbout them. 1t takes the form of a series of incidents
from the history of Nsington told"through the lives and words of past inhabitants,
some real, some imaginary, of the parish, The tales themselves are also partly true
and partly imaginary. None of them are totally true in the historical sense, but all
have the ring of truth; they make sense, they could have happened. From them a
picture of Hsington’s past emerges, from the earliest builders of stone circles on the
moor to the Luilding of the church in mediaeval times, the discovery of tin and
the opening of the granite quarries at Haytor. Other tales are af passing disasters,
af Danish raids, the coming of the Black Death, the bitter depravity of the Civil
War and the religious fanaticism that accompanied it. Nincteenth century poaching
and wrestling, *class’, village feuds, bring the story into the present century. The
tales are told with great imaginative insight into minds and attitudes, even when
these are remote trom the present day. The language is lyrical and evocative. so
much so that it gccasionally obscures the sense. Ultimately, the book helps to
answer the question that so many must have asked, ‘What was it like to be alive,
then, iy this place?’ Despite its virtues the book has not gone down very well
apparently in fisington, The reason is simple enough. There is not oune pleasant tale
among the fifteen. Human nature is revealed as predatory, red in tooth and claw,
almest without exception. It would be absurd to think that life in the past for most
village people was anything else but *nasty, brutish and short’, but there was, surely,
room for foving kindness and humour snd affection. There is none of that here.

Rohin Stanes

The University of Exeter: a history; by B. W. Clapp. xiv, 208p, with 31 plates. The
University of Exeter. 1982, £6.50. ISBN 0 83989 133 X.

The present careful and scholarly study fittingly commemorates the JTubilee
of the grant of the Charter to the University of Exeter on 21 Dccember 1955, 1t
also supplies a need, sinee no general history has hitherto been available to cover
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the rise of the University and of those bodies which preceded it

The author opens with a note on Bishop Leofric and his gift of bagks to the
Cathedral for the use of his successors. He might have gone even further back and
tecalled the early education at a monastery in Exeter of Winfrith, who became St
Boniface, the Apostle of Germany and one of the greatest missionories of his age.
But the Middle Apges have little to do with the author's theme, even though they
illustrate an abiding interest in learning in the city of Exeter.

The transition from the classes in art and technology so characteristic ol the
Victorian era, through the Training College of the years following 1900 to the
University College of 1922-335 did not always follow a smooth vourse, The advances
and set-backs are here recorded judicially and in some detail. The author, though
appreciative, is not uncritical. His judgment of Principal Murray, who guided the
University College over a period of twenty-five years, may be quoted as an example
of his approach. ‘With all his faults, he had provided finm and inspiring leadership,
raised large sums of money and made a start on the transfer of the College to the
Streatham Estate. His ideal of a fully residential college was close to achievement
in 1939 and even in the rapid growth of numbers after 1945 wmore than 60 per cent
of the students continued to live in halls of residence. He had done more than
any other man to advance Exeter towards university status.’ Those who followed
events fram outside, but with interest, will have little reason to «dissent from this
appreciation.

The University of Exeter today lies to the north of the city, separated and
protected from urban encroachment by the steep Hoopern Valley, which deficd
the efforts of nineteenth and early twentieth century developers. The undulating
site rising to hills provides a fine natural sctting, enriched at the centre by the house
and grounds of Streatham Hall, the creation of a Victorian millionaire. Ets acquisi-
tion as the site for the University was not without difficulties, fully recorded in the
present work., The achievement remains 1 monument to the foresight of the first
principal of the University College, Sir Hector Hetherington, and to the generosity
of Alderman Reed, whose name the Hall now bears. Not only the University, but
the whole of Exeter, owes o great debt to these two men.

The [talianate elegance of Streatham Hall forms a fitting prefude to the many
fine buildings erected by the University and its predecessor. The {first consultant
architects — Sidney Greenslade of Exeter and Vincent Harris of Plymauth - made
an outstanding contsibution, The development plan of ¢. 1930 was an attempt to
impose a symmetrical layout on an irregular landscape of great natural beauty, It
had, inevitably, to suffer modifications. But its principal legacy, the monumental
bipck of the Washingtan Singer Laboratories, still dominates the main approach to
the University. From 1953 development of the estate came under the guidance of
Lord Holford, who *preferred to accommodiate his plans to the lie of the land and
the trees that were scattercd about the site.,” The result is a less integrated plan, but
one which allows a greater variety of design for buildings serving many diiferent
purposes. The author’s criticism is reserved for the single ‘example of industrialised
or prefabricated building, Streatham Court, of which he tersely comments, ‘the
savings made in the course of erection were offset by expensive pile-driving to
stabilise the site.' The whole chapter devoted to the buildings and their finance
provides fascinating reading and well illustrates the physical infrastructure essential
to the functioning of a modern university, The section on thie Library is of absorb-
ing interest to all those who rely on such services far their work.
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This final section of the book also covers the students and the departments ol
the University and a review of its relations with the community, in which it is set,
an aspect not without impartance for its future growth and continuing prosperity.
The well chosen serics of plates cover every aspect of the story.

C. A. Ralegh Radford

The Parliamentary Survey of the Duchy of Cornwall: Part I (Austel! Prior to
Saltash); edited by Norman ). G. Pounds. Devon and Cornwall Record Socjety,
New Series, v.25, 1982, xxiv, (30p. Available from the Assistant Secretary,
[} & CRS, 7 The Close, Exeter, £8, including postage.

In Suly 1649, aix months after the exccution of Charles I, Parliament passed
an Act for the sueveyving and sale of the reyal manors and parks. The Common-
wealth government was in urgent need of funds and the grounds given for this
measure was that as Charles, his Queen and his eldest son were responsibie for the
war, their eskates should be sold to help to pay for the heavy cost involved. Trustees
and surveyors were appointed o see to the necessary arrangements; the surveyors
were to coltect information by the ancient method of empanelling a Jury in each
tanor to give evidence on oath,

The latest volume from the Levon and Cornwall Record Society is Part t of
an edited transcript of the Survey of the Duchy of Cornwall possessions in Cornwall
and Devon made between November 1649 and November 1650, This volume begins
with the manor of Austell Prior and ends with the barough of Saltash, but includes
cstates as far south west as Porthis (St lves) and Helston in Kerrier. Altogether,
thirty six Duchy manors and baroughs are here, Volume 11 will cover the remaining
Cornish properties and those in Devon included in the Survey. Both volumes will
include annexed Jands as weil as the Maneria Antigua; among the former are the
estates ol Henry Courtney, Marguis of Exeter, who was attainted in 1538,

It would not be an exaggeration to describe these surveys as a treasure chest
of informntion for historiang with widely varying interests. They contain a mass of
information retarding tenures, acreages, rents and other profits; tenants’ names are
given and sometimes details of lives an leases; there are details of mills, waods and
tin dues payable and often fisld names and even type of cultivation are included,
Manor bounds are given if ““cleerly and notoriousty known ™ if not, the surveyors
were instructed it were better be silent”, Some surveys include g description of
the manor or demesne house, room by room. The accounts of the boroughs of
Lostwithiet and Saltash give a list of burgesses and the number of plots they held.
The difficult task of sorting and arranging this very varied material has been tackled
by Professor Pounds with his usual thoroughness. The present-day cost of publish-
ing cdited texts has enforced rigorous summarising but the surveys are not difficult
tey grasp once the abbreviations have been mastered (it is a pity, perhaps, that “D”
stands for both daughter and death !} However, a glossary would have been helpful,
The Fact that not all placenames have been identificd also makes the surveys more
difficull to use from the local historian’s viewpoint, but gives him the motivation
for further investigation and deduction,

Historians are only now beginning to tap the riches of the Buchy of Carnwall
archives. Dr. John Flateher showed us the wealth of material contained in some of
the mediaeval mss: Professor Pounds, himself an indefatigable explorer of sources,
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has now introduced us to a 17th century text of great vatue to historians in a
variety of Nelds - general economic history, (particularly in the landed and agrarian
contexts) Civil War history, regional and lacal history and even family history. The
Prince of Wales, as Duke of Cornwall, las written a foreward in which he speaks of
the publication of the surveys as ‘an important contribution to national and local
history *'. [t would be fair to say that the ultimate value of this impartant pulblica-
tion will be in the use historians make of it.

V. M. Chesher

Woodbury. 2 view from the Beacon; by Ursula W. Brighouse, Woodbury News,
198}, 272p, £3.75. ISBN 9507745 0 2.

Village historians have to decide for whom they are writing. Professionals tend
to lament a book that begins, as does this, with Prehistory and cnds at the present
day, but anything else is not much use to villagers who want the whole story, not
part. Similarly it has to be decided how much tie up there is to be with national
history. 1f there is none, and no comment or explanation, it is antiquarianism. Mrs
Brighouse has avoided that pitfall and decided that she is writing for Woodbury
people. This baok will in fact be best appreciated by them since it is full of local
detail, place-names, houses, families familiar to them. i is fully and interestingly
itlustrated with old photographs, drawings and portraits and Mrs Brighouse is fortu-
nate in her sources. Not only has shie a Saxon Guild Statute, one of only five in the
country, mediagval charters, Churchwardens’ accounts tronn 1537 and Vestry
papers from 1336, bhut alse available are the records of the Vicars Choral, who
owned Woodbury Church and its land from the thirtcenth century, diaries and
papers from the eighteenth, good parish documents and the papers and memories
of Woodbury familiss resident for gencrations, Not all have perhaps been as fully
uscd as they might have been, The resilt is a satisfying and mainly complete history
of the parish, its people, houses gnd institutions. So we read of Woadbury's Great
Field, much like Braunton’s, oof the building of the Church Tawer, of the unwelcome
effects of the Reformation, of the beginnings of education and industry, of the
religious fend that split the village in the ninecteenth century, of the rebuilding of
the village and "improvements’ af that time, of the site of the vanished manor house,
of poverty and emigration and the depressioa in farming, and Nnally of Woodbury
in this cenfury, in two wars, a changed but strongly based community. All this and
much more is done in fresh and interesting detail from botl documents and village
memory. The treatment is largely cheonalogical with divergences made necessary
by existence of Woodburys muny parts, Salterton, Ebford, Exton and Nutwel, all
of which need and get separate treatment. The story hangs together well and is set
in the national framework hoth political and economic,

In a book so detailed it is surprising that Mrs Brighouse appears to hove missed
the two skirmishes of the *Roses’ ¢onflict that took place in Lympstone and at
Clyst in November and December 1455 These were part of the great Bonville
Courtenay fead and the Bonvilles were then Lords of Woodbury. Another point:
the existence of a priest and Church in Woodbury in 10850 may suggest a "minister’
church, an early Saxon religions centre (ante-dating purishes). of which there may
have been thirty or so in the County,

Woodbury has undoubtedly found its historian and this s a noteworthy addi-
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tian to Devon’s parish historivs. If there is one criticism it is that perhaps the poor
get rather short shrift, thouph they do get some treatment. This book is mostly
ahout the employing classes, the easiest to write about, but most Woodbury people
were lubourers For most of its history probahly. It would be useful to know how
many were luhourers, how many received poor relief and how many were farmers
arel landowners. Poor books and registers geaerally provide the means to describe,
simply | the social structure of the village. Labourers may in fact have been *better
off" in Woodbury than in, say, Kenton, Otterton and East Budleigh, Woodbury
seems to hivve been an fopen’ village with no resident landlocd and 2 mixed economy
and some independence, Villages differed and villagers understood the differences.
Comparing village with village can be iluminating, '

Robin Stanes

Books received:

Archaeology in Devon. Annual report, no, 5, 1981-82 Devon County Council,
1982 50p. ilus. Available from Copnty Hall, Exeter at 40p (+ 19 post).

The Recards of the Bishap of Exeter's Consistory Court to 1660Q; « list with intro-
duction by 3. A, Vage., Devon Record Office, Handlist, no. 1. Devon County
Council, 1981, [7p. Available from Devon Record Office, Castle Street. Exeter at
£1.00, postage included.

Industrial Devon...

NORTE DEVON CLAY, by M. J. Messenger.

Full histories of the ball-clay industry ol North Devan and the milways that served it

and madve il possibte. Very well itlustrated with many contemporary photographs.

104 pages, 73 illusteations Hardback . .. .. . L6
Cantleovers L L0 L £3.75

SFANNARY TALES: the Shady Side of Mining, by Justin Brooke.

The records of the Stannary Courts are o mine of information about the problems

anil troubles the miners of Cormwall and Devonr had to conlead with and this well-

rescarched book throws light on many aspects of mining history.

92 pages, 13 illustrations Hardback ... ... £4.50
Cardeovers . L, , L | £3.00

THLE REDLAKE TRAMWAY, and china clay works, hy E. A, Wade

The story of o bold attempl to promote indostry in the desolate heart of Southern
Crartmoor, and of the three-feet gauge tramway which wis built to serve il

Due during 1982 - about 90 pages with more than S0 idlustrations, including 11
maps and seale drawings.

TWELVEHEADS PRESS hooks are available from good bookshops or direet from
the publisher.  If oxdering direct please abd 10% towards postage and packing.

TWELVEHEADS PRESS

CHY-MENGLETH, TWELVEHEADS, TRURO, CORMWALL TR4 8SN

BACK NUMBLERS

The Secretary, Mr John Pike, 82 Hawkins Avenus, Chelston, Torquuy, would be
grateful for any unwanted copies of Devan Historiun nos. 7, U1, 15, 16,23, which
are pow out of stock. Please bring to nuxt meeting if you have any. Ali other back
numbers may be obtained af a price of {1 (plus postage) from Mrs S, Stiriing,
Devon & Exeter lustitution, 7 The Close, Excter. Also available: Devon Newspapers,
60p (plus postage ), Devon Bibliography 1980, 50p (plus postage).
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