





EXETER IN THE CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP, 851
Bruce Coleman

In an ewrlier article (Devon Historian, 18, Aprll 19793 the present author gave
a preliminary analysis of the patterns of worship in Devon revealed by the unique
official Census of Religious Worship in 1851, Flere some of the same approaches
are applied to the prinred figures provided for Fxeter in the Census Report, These
figures have already been used by Alan Brockell ! and by Robert Newton®, and
the present article is intended to extend their discussion {as wel as to query a few
points of detail and emphasis), to put Exeter into a comparative peispeceive amt to
explore some of the problems involved tn using the printed summary figures,

xeter appears in fwo places in the Religious Censas volume! as one of the
twenty registration districts in the registration county of Devon and as one of 65
“large towns' outside London given special statistical freatment. Bevonport and
Plymouth being the other ‘large towns® in Devan.? The Bxeter registralion distrct
and the municipal borough (the flarge town ') wore virtually identical in ares and
population bul there were certain discrepancios between the fwo sumnmary tables
for Lxoter, The most important was (he addition in the repistration distnet tabls
of 1 second "undefined’ congregation, so making the tatal number of places of
worship 41 instead of 40 as in the mumeipat borough table, Brockett has identitied
the extra place of worship as o Calvinist Tabernacle in Coombe Strecd, but no
congregatton seems Lo have survived there gfter 847 aod there s no return for the
Tabernacie extunt in fhe Publie Record Office, so the Tigure of 40 s perhaps the
more reafistic one. Table A below gives a modified and correcied version of what
appearved in the “large towns™ listing for Exeter, and it plso differs in o few particu-
lars from that provided by Brockety,

Tahie B gives the attendance totals for Exeter {and for various other arcas)
in the forn of percentages. The mode of calcudation, as used in my earlier articie,
provides what is called an ‘index of attendawnce’ (A} that is, the sum total of
attendapces (morning, afternoon and evening) as 4 purcentage of population. The
figures given in the printed summary tables of the Consus Report are casity con-
verted to provide the TA Tor the sum total of denombnations, for individunl denomi-
nations or for various denominational proupings {e.g. all types of Methodists op all
types of Baptists), Beyvond that, one can caleulate the percentage share (PS) af total
attendanves enjoyed by a particudar denomination or denomnational grouping,
Tuable B, however, suuply shows the total A, the [A and PS for the Church of
England, and the [A and PS for the totad of non-Anglican denominations. To put
Exeter into some perspective, the table also shows the figures for England & Wales,
for Devon, for Devonport and Plymouth, for the totad of the 63 lavge towas identi-
fled in the Census Report, for the total of the large towns of 25-50,000 mhabitants
{a category into which Fxeter itself felly and for the registration district of §t.
Thomas's which kay around Exeter,

A preliminavy caution may be necessary. The index of attendance method bay
wiany advantages, notably simplicity, but it wlso has consplenous Hmitations, The
Census figures, however they are processed, do not give us the numbers of peogple
who attended worship on 30th March 18351, They represent attendances, with no
atlowances for people who attended more than onee during the day. Obviousty
the number of people attending in any given areg was somewhire between the
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attendances for the best-attended session and the sum tofal of all atfendances -
in the vase of Exeter between the 12,285 of the morning session and the 27,725
for the whole day. Where the true figure lay between these Hmils is impossible to
say, Lhough it was abmost certainly some way from either, There is no conversion
factor to provide the answer, though the author of the Census Report did speculate
with ane and certain recent histarians { Newton among them} have followed suit.
What the atlendance totals represented by the 1A do allow, however, is some
comparison belween one denominzlion amd another and between one tocality and
another. In other words, its main value is for comparative purposes, Another point
to be noted is that attendances (or even attenders) were not the same thing as
“tnembers, a term (used by Newton) which fmplies fuller denominationat involve-
menl than mere attendance. Gther kinds of evidence, like chapeld records, can tel
as something about congregational membership, but the Census figures themselves
makes no contribution to that prablem,

As one can see from Table B, Exeter’s total of religious praclice was consider-
ably abave the national average, higher cven than the figure for Devon and around
half as high again as attendances in Devonport and Plymouth. §t is worth noting
thal the city also maintained a higher level of practice than the survounding and
tarpely rurab registration district of 8t FThomass. Indeed only two of Devon’s
registration districts (Kingsbridge and South Molton) bettered Exeter’s figures,
Among the large lowns of the Census Report Excter stands out equally clearly,
Its total A of 84.5 was the third highest, behind Colchester and Merthyr Tydfi,
and it was far above the average for the Census towns as @ whole and for Exeter’s
own size-category,

The reasons for Exeter’s notably high level of religious observance are not
hard to see. It was a cathedral city wellb-provided with churches in its central and
most densely populated arcas;its industrial and commercial history had entrenched
Protestant Dissent in a variety of forms: it had experienced relatively gentle growth
in the carly nineteenth century, so that numbers of immigrants were fairly small by
the standards of most contemporary cities and its spabial growth limited; most of
its immigrants were from adiacent parts of Devon where religious practice was also
fairly strong. as a county and retirement town it had attracted large numbers of the
prosperous and the penteel: and it was little touched by large-scale industrialization
and retained a high psoportion of its population in the professionat, trading, shop-
keeper and artisan ¢lasses where veligious practice was well established. Most of the
factors, therefore, that made for high levels of religious observance in nineteenth-
century towns and cities were present in Exeter.?

Nearly two-thirds of the city’s attendances on Census Sunday were in the
Church of England. In absolute terms too Exeter was a strongly Anghican city.
[ts Anglican TA of 547 was well above the corresponding figures for England &
Wales, tor Devon, and for Devonport and Plymouth, and it was bettered only by
South Molton among the county’s registration districts, Among the large Llowns of
the Census FExeter returned the highest Anglican TA of all, two-und-a-half times
the average, and so could lay claim to the strongest Churchmanship of any English
city.

As for the Church’s share of attendances, Exeter’s Anglican P8 put it fourth
wong the large towns behind Worcester, Dover and Oxford. Within Devon itself
Exeter, in this respect at least, was less remarkable, its Anglican IS being bettered



by five olher registration districts, all in the castern half of the county. [t is worth
noting that in the St. Thomas’s district the Church altracted more than three-
quarters of the attendances. ln terms of Anglican domindnce Exeter and its Fast
Devon hinterfand were of a piece, The reasons for Exeter's notably Anglican
character can be found among those given above for the high level of religious
practice in geneval, Little v the city’s history - particularly in its early nineteenth-
century history - had served to undermine the Anglican hegemony to be expected
of a slow-growing cathedra} city and county town in the southern half ol England.
Exeter was, after all, one of 'lhe declared models for the Barchester which Trollope
was to introduce to the reading puble within a few years of the Census,

Nonconformity inevitably presented a more complicated picture. Brockett
puts some emphasis on the strength of Dissent in the city, but ‘strength’ is a
relative term and it s clear that BExeter's Dissent was weak when compared with
local Anglicanism and with the Nonconformist share of attendances in most large
towns. As Table B shows, however, this was a relative weakness rather than an
absolute one. The IA for the total of non-Anglican denominations was comparable
to the figures for England & Wales, for Devon, for Devonport and Plymouth and for
the average of the Census’s 65 large towns. Tt was almost twice the figure for the
St. Thoamas™s district, though lower than the fipurces for a number of registration
districks in Devon. it was the non-Anglican PS, not the TA | that was shiikingly low,
and this of course reflected the® unusual strength of the Church of England in
Exeter.

What distinguished Exeter's Nonconformity from that in most other patts of
Devon was less its weakness than its diversity and the lack of any dominant denomi-
nation, Larpe towns wsually sustained many more denominations than the rural
registration districts, and Bxeter's history had been of the kind to provide a wide
range of religious choice to those who looked beyond the established Church.
With twelve non-Anglican denominations, Exeter could boast the largest number of
all the Devon registration districts. But the largest total of altendances that any
single denomination couwld set against the nearly 18,000 of the establishment was
the 2120 of the Baptists, with the Wesleyan Methodist attendances numbering
2050, The sects spawned by the Evangelical revival were certainly, in toto, the
largest Nonconformist element bug they were divided into the Wesleyan Methodists,
the Wesleyan Reformers and the Bible Christians. (There was no Primitive Methodist
congregation recorded in Exeter — or indeed in Devon —in 1831, though the
denomination was to become active in the city a few years tater.y Al this meant
that Nonconformity was badly fragmented in Exeter, with no denomination in the
position of strength occupied in some parts of the vounty by the Wesleyans, the
Bible Christians and even, in Plymouth, the Brethren., [t was perhaps significant of
Exeter’s religrous cubture that the third largest { technically) Nonconformist denomi-
nation, accounting for 1700 attendances on Census Sunday, shonld be an ambigu-
ously labelled ‘Free Church of England’ congregation which had originated a lew
years earlier in the distaste of g number of Anglican Evanpgelicals for ritualistic
tendencies and for the authority of Bishop Philipotts. There were also, among the
total of non-Anglican attendances, small numbers of Jews and Roman Catholics
which could hardly be counted as Nonconformist in anything but the technical
SENSE.

Far from monolithic, Exeter Nonconformity also possessed a distinetly
kalcidoscopic side, as illustrated by the demise of the Coombe Street congregation,

the appeargnee of the *Free Church of England”® and the split of the Wesleyan
Reformers from the main Connexion all in the few years priov to the Census, The
List schism was national, not merely local, but there were also other indications of
floating voters within the constituency of local Dissent. No doubt some of these
developuents indicated vitality, but (hey added an element of instability to the
frapmentation of local Noncontformity which we have already noted. The founda-
tion and suceess of the ‘Free Church of England’ suggests that that element was not
altogether absent in local Anglicanism either,

Most of the above discussion is based on the printed summaries of the Census
of Religious Worship, There also exist the MS reiurns in the Public Record Office
at Kew which, though deficient and disappointing in certain respects, add consider-
#bly to what can be gleanced from the printed summarics.® They give, for example,
attendances for individual places of worship {(nol just whole denominations like
the printed summaries) and they distinguish Sunday scholars from the general
congregation at services. A full consideration of the M8 returns has to be left to
a tonger article elsewhere, but there is one point worlh menlioning here, Tt is the
problem of boundaries. The registration district and the municipal borough, the
areas used for Census purposes, were not the whole of Exeter, The partiamentary
borough, for example, was considerably targer and its boundaries, containing a
population of 40,688 (against the 32,823 of the registration district), recognized
the integral refationship with the city of St Thomas’s parish across the civer, of
St. Leonard’s parish and of parts of the parishes of Heavitree and Alphinglon,

Though all these districts were outside Excter as defined for Census purposes, the

historian of religious practice in the city has to take some account of them, The
MS returns of the Census permit this to be done to some extent, the printed sum-
maries do not.

TABLLE A

EXETER {Registration district: Population 32,823

Places of Atdendanees
Worship Sittings Morning Afternoon Fvening  Totwd

Chureh of England 25 13,8440 7832 5438 4,655 17,943

Independents 2 10172 557 133 507 1,197
Baptises und Particular Baptists 3 i.+3} an0 2490 11350 2,300
Soctety of Fricnds H 70 54 37 91
Uinitarians H B 364 250 614
Woseyan Methodists 2 1,380 a2 154 980 2,050
Bible Christians i "0t 130 165 220 515
Wesdevan Reformuers | 345 300 60 345 703
Brethren i 2081 S0 126} 27
lsolted Congrepation

(hree Chureh of Fagland) I {000 T 2 3 1,704
Runman Cathatics ] 2044 250D - 250
Jews ] 91 48 Pd 28 hES
Tatal 40 14,437 12,285 6448 ®U92 17,715




Church of England Mo Anglican

Aoy Tatal TA 1A Py 1A I
England & Wales tearrecteidd (08 0.5 48.6 na S
Devon A A1 56.9 34 431
EXETER tmunicipal borongh} Hd, 5 54,7 e LR 353
Crevonport 56.5 0 4 34.5 6l
Mymanth 551 R 445 kIR 355
St Thomas {registeation district) 635 485 FIOE 15.0 216
65 Lrge towns 48.3 19.9 41.3 28.4 58.%
29 tewens with 23 -30,000

inbabibtants 53.8 251 a7 28.7 53.3

1. Nownconjormity in Excter H630-1875 (Manchester, 1962), pp. 230-31,

3 Fietorfan Exerer {Lelcester, 19630, pp. 100-101,

3. Parliamentary Papers 1852-3, LXXXI[X, Census, 1851 Religious Worship
tEngland & Wales), pp.oolvii and 53

4. The religious typology of nincteenth-century towns s discussed by B, L

Coleman, The Church of Faglamd in the Mid-Nineteenth Cengury: A Social

Geography (Historical Assoctation, 1980), especially pp, 26217,

The P.R.O. number of the returns for FExeter iy Home Ottice 129/282 The

returns for the parts of ‘Greater Exeter” Hsted in the tinal paragraph above

can be found amang those for the 8t Thonas™s registration distric! under

H.O 1290281,

EaY

[

HUGH SQUIER OF SOUTH MOLTON, [625-1710

A note of hig founcling of the Free School in South Molton,
his Will anet his benefactious to the town;

compiled by Gertniile Morey of the South Molton Archive,

Hugh Sguier was born at Townhouse in (623, Townhouse is a mansion or
large farmhouse, still in use, about Tour wiles from South Motton on the B3227
taad to Umberleigh, Hugh Squier’s prandtather lived there, and his father, William
Souivr was born there in 1581, Willinmn Sguicr iy described as a2 “yeoman ™. e was
a prosperous farmer and landowner who mueried Jane {(Roberts 7 ) of Barnstaple,
They had eight children, four boys and tour girls, Hugh was the youngest of the
Tamily

s uot known where Hugh Squier was cducated, althouglh e was, judging
from his prescrved letters and documents, a very literate man, Bis father, William
Squier, had beew admitted to Cambridge University at the ape of nincteen. Tt is
likely that Hugh was cducated by the Revd John Coren who was 2 Minister at
South Molton in 1629, and alse a schoolmaster. Under the Taws of inheritance,
Townhouse and the laind wounld became the property of the eldest son, Huglh's
brother Christopher. Hugh's brother, Richard, became o sobdier. Hugh himself was
sent to London and pliced in o merchant's office. He eventaally became a prosper-
ous merchant himsell. He is knowa to have had dealings with the East India Com-
pany, which had been set up in 16000 under a charter from Queen Elizabeth. Bugh
Squier’s father died in 1653, There seems to have been litle or nothing left to
Hugh, but in 1634 his eldest brother, Christopher, granted a lease for 99 years
ta Hupgh of the manorizl rights of South Molton, at the yearly rent of “twenty
paunds and seven shillings of tawful money ™. In LodR, Christopher Squier had
purchased from Siv George Whitmore, Tor the consideration of £900, the fee simple
ol the Manor of South Mollon with (he “tobles, Faes, markets and all other
profits™ thereto belonging, Hugh'’s mother, Jane, is mentioned to connection with
this lease as though it was held jointly, There i3 also mentioned the name of
“Thomas Dennys, san of Phillip Dennys of [lfracombe™ in connection with the
granting of this ease. [ s likely that Thomas Dennys was the son of oue of Hugh's
sisters.

Huagh marricd Catherine. . and Hived at Petiy France in London {now York
Street, St James’s), He eventwally owned a considerable amount ol property in
London, including (hrev houses in 8L Martins-te-Grand, four houses in Golden
Square, and a house in Park Street. One of his friends in London was Peter Rudge,
a London taitor, who way also bor v South Malton, Hugh had four childeen, all
of whom died young, and were buned in the “New Chapel” or “Broadway
Chapel™ which had Peen built in the 1630s as a chapel-orf-case to St. Margaret’s,
Westminster, During his lifetime, and by his Will, Hugh Squicr gave generously to
the Church of Windsor and the Vestry of the Parish of St Margaret’s, Westmingter,
nd to Westominster Charities, He was the first President af ihe Grey Coat Hospital
i Lomdon and also had long connaections with the School of the Blue Coat Boys.
e Je it wnitics 1o both schools in his Witl,

Althuugn Hugh Squier Hved all s life in London, he was very much attached
to South Moltan and Kept in touch with those of his family who still lived in
Townhouse. Al the beginning of P82, Hugh Sguicr wrote of his inleation to



buitd and endow a Charity School in South Molton. The doctiment begins: “That
there shall be a school house built in 8. Mollon Church Yard (if there be not found
a maore conventent Place for it in that towne} . .| to contain 50 boys, e .. " ([t
is not clear to what the “‘efe.” referred — certainly not girls. hecause in another
document, referring Lo the number of free pupils, and coniaining the phrase <20
boyes and girls™, the word “girls™ had been crossed out, the words ' young men ™
wrilten above. The document sets out fully how Hugh Squicr wanted the school
built, even to the cxtent ol stipulating that iron netting be provided oulside the
windows to prevent their being broken by stones !

The School was Lo be endowed with £32 per annum from the revenues of
Upcott Farm, Chittlehampton and by other fee farm rents wiich were Lo be pur-
chased For that purpose. In Fact, this was increased (o £40 per annum in his Will,
The revenue from Upcott was increased by that from glebe and rectorial (ithes
at Nartham which Hugh Squueer later purchased, {There is still an Upcott Farm at
Chittlehampton, in fact, there are now two — Higher Uppercot Farm and Lower
Uppacott Farm, both in the Parish of Chittlehamplon and not Swimbridge as
mentioned in some of the documents.) Hugh Squier stipulated that not more than
twenty boys at any one time were to be taught and the remainder to be fee-paying
pupils. The number of free scholars was increased (o thirty in his Wik,

The ftirst document setting oyt Hugh Squier’s aims was rather remarkable for
its insistence that the school was not to be 2 Latin or Grammar School. He did not
think the teaching of Ratin would be of much wse to the majority of boys at the
school for ... unless a man means to be a divine or a lawyer or an apothecary or
a gentleman, he makes no use thereof butl forgetts againge all that e learnt . . and
is not much the wiser man if that he could remember it stitl ™, Hugh Squier was
ingistent that the School should be chiefly for the teaching of good writing and
arithmetic, . ... wiel this shall not be a horne book schoot to teach little children
ta read, nor shall any one be admitted but such as can read in the psalter before
they are admitted . .. but this school shiall be chicfly to teach good writing and
arithmetic. ... arithmeltic, as necessary as our daily bread.” He gocs on, .. .. and
therefore, whyles others build Almeshouses to relieve the poor, [ do desire to
prevent them from ever being poor, and instead of lving in other Almeshouses,
that some of these may in tyme build Almeshouses for others to live o™

The building of the School was started in 1684, but not wn the Churchyard.
The site was that of the old “Hunt's Alns Houses ™. These by then derelict build-
ings were in East Street, on the north side, not far from the junction of Station
Road and East Street. Hugh Squier purchased (he site From his friend Peter Rudge.
The Mayvor and Corporation of South Molton were present atl the laying of the
foundation stone. The School was opened in 1686 and included 2 house for the
Wreiting Master. Nicholas Mallaree was the first Writing Master and the Revd John
Cruse, Viear of the Parish, was appointed the first Latin Master. According to the
“Rules for the Government of the School™ the Writing Master was lo receive
Twenty pounds per annum and the Latin Master was to receive the same amount,
The salary to the Writing Master was increased to Twenty-five pounds in Hugh
Squier’s Will, and there 2re records showing that this was paid to him. FThere is,
however, no record of any payment to the Revd Cruse. Presumably he received his
salary from the fee-paying pupils. In the Rule Book, dated 1686, there is the
foHowing, . ... and to permit both schoobmasters to teach so many other scholars

as they can get and Lo recetve what reward the said schoolmasters {and friends of
the young people) can agree upoi.” The appointment of a Latin Master was rather
surprising in view of Hugh Squier’s aims, set out in his first document. It was
probably & matter of expediency in order to atiract the fec-paying pupils whose
parents expected a grammar education. There is a clue to this in a sentence written
by Hugh Squier in the Rules given in the Minute Boolk, ... until it should in
process of time, so happen, that the said school should be suffictently filled with
writing scholars withoul the help of Tatin scholars,™

On comptetion of the building, the property was conveyed to the Trustees, The
First Trustees were, Hugh's eldest brother, Christopher, his nephew, Christopher’s
son, William; John Hacche of AHer; Anthony Pawle of Honiton {now known as
Hontton Barton), and Humphrey Shobrooke of South Molton, A set or Rules for
the running of the School was written by Hugh Sguier into the first Minute Book,
and these have already been guoted above, 1f was stipulated that the Rules shouldd
be read out at the twice-yvearly feasts, in Aprit and October “and enquiry made
whether they are kept and well observed.” If the Rules ceased to be observed, the
property of Upcott and the fee farm rents of Northam were to become the property
of the King’s Hospital of Green Coat Boys in Tuthill Fields in London, Hugh Squicr
also stated that so long as there remained any members of his family living in the
town or partsh of South Molton, one or more should always serve as Governors.

Christopher Squier died in April 1693 and his son, William, died in January
1649, William Squicr had two children, John and Elizabeth. John was born in 1694,
In PT10, at the age of sixteen years while he was at Fron College, and on the death
ol Hugh Squier, John was clected a Governor of the Charity School in South
Molton. However, there is no record of his having attended any meetings. He died
in F725. He was the last of the Squier family to be Governor. John and Blizaheth
Sguier were Hugh Squier’s main beneficiaries in his Will, Elizabeth lived on at Town
Flouse until her death in 1734, Hugh Squier’s other two brothers were Richard,
a soldier whe died in 1669, and William, the third brother who married and had
two daughters, William died in 1681 and probably his widow was Priscilla Squier
mentioned in Hugh's Will,

The first Latin Master of the School, the Revd Cruse, died in 1691 and the
Latin School scems to have been discontinued untif the appointment of the Revd
Musgrave Hele in 1719, However, two years after the death of the Revd Cruse,
Tlugh Squier received in London a letter from Mr Hele {who was apparently his
correspondent in South Moltan), This contained a request from the Governors to
allow Mr Mallaree Lo teach Latin. Hlugh Squier sent a reply to the Governors through
Mr Mallaree, saying, . .. Mr Hele importuned me to turne my schole intoa Grammar
schole, that so his children and other Gentry might be taught at home, | answered,
et his Cand any body’s children with all my heart) learn there to write, ¢te. Nor
would § hinder young Mallaree (for the tyme present) from teaching such ye begin-
ning of ye Granunar too. But tis in hopes that he will never let it grow 1o be a
comon hatin schole, Tor then my charity would be abused, my designs defeated and
all my cost ond labour lost. ... (01 s interesting to mention here that for many
years before the amalgamation of Hugh Squicr’s School with the other bocal schools
tin 1877, it was known ay “the Latin School™.) In this letter written by Hugh
Squier, he mentions that Mr Mallaree, Senior, offered to provide, among other
things, paper, pens and ink for {he poorer children, There scemys to have heen an
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attempt on Mr Mallaree's part to lngratiate imself into Hugh Sqaicr’s good books
by muaking this and wther penerous affers, probably because of disagreements with
the Governors, In thugh Squier's Will, the Corporation of Sauth Molton was asked
to pay for the children’s pens, paper and ink. In the Recetvers” Accounts lor the
Baorough o) South Molton commencing in November 1805 (there seem to be no
earlicr reconls) there are half-yearly or yearly tems showing payimcents to supphiers
for paper, pens and ink and quills for Mr Squier’s Free School, The lirst item men-
tioned for November 1805, was for eight stullings.

Hugh Squier’s Will makes interesting reading, with some probably unintention-
ally hunourous passages. He asked that a few of the Grey Coat boys shoold go
before the corpse Dut only those who could sing as he hated discord even in the
voices of children. He left money Lo be distribuged by his Fxcoutors to 1007200
poor people of Westiminster with childreu, He stipulated that they were La be paid
is they entered bis house at the front, and kept hehind the house nwintil all were
paid, and then let oul allogether, so that no one of them could walk round into the
tront door and be paid {wice, Alter such arduous work, the Exceutors were to stay
to dine and treat themselves (o two or three gins, as they saw fil.

Hugh Squier was genercous w his Will (o the Corporation of South Molion and
his Free School, He confirmed the payment of Forty pounds per annum to the
School, to be allocated as follows: .

For the 5 Schoal Trustees .. ... ... .. .. L5 00
For the Schoatmaster of the Free School 0 . 25, 0.0
For twoannual Teasts . ... . ... . .. . ... 3.0.0

For repair of the school and school house
and the land before it oo 0000 L.

A balance of Lod T 9Vl lett fram income from Upcott Farm, estates in Norfham
and rent from St Morporee’s, Woestmingter, win teft to the Corparation of South
Maobton with instructions that half was to be pand to the Mayor and half towards
mending the highways in or near South Molton, especilty between Mole Bridee and
the school house. [f was from this ncome that the Corporation was asked Lo pay
for the children's pens, ink and paper. A further payment of Twenty pounds per
annum from the remts of his three bouses in 8t Martins-le-Grand was to be made to
the five Trustees of the Free School to be added to the revenue already given Lo the
school for maintenance,

Flugh Squier alsp Ieft Five pounds to the poor of the Town of South Malion
and Five pounds to the poor ol the Parish of Sonth Molton, (For some years there
had not in fact been o separiie Town and Parish), Tle alsoe feft Five pounds cach
For the poor of Barnstaple and Great Tovington. Fifty-four rings were distriboted
under the terms of the Will, but it is ot known i¥ any have survived, Hugh Squier’s
With s dated 1709 He died in 1710 and was buried with his wile and children at
Westitinster, There were monuments vrecled Lo their memory in Ihe Broadway
Chapel at Westminster, but these were destroved witen the Chapel was fouud to be
dangerous and rebuilt i the 1840x,

How has Hugh Squier been remembered by South Malton? in 1799 4 portrait
of him was painted by a Mr Whithy, probably taken from an existing minjature and

it

this porlrait was bunp in (he schaol, The mimiature af Hugh Sguier, which was
owned by o Mrs May, was sold to the Town Councit in 1796, Mounted on a
pendant. it Torms part of the chain of office worn by the Mavor of South Molton,
In the hall of the Primary School is a bust of Hugh Squicr. Publiv recognition of
Hugh Sguier’s generosity to the town {which had enabled the town to be [ree from
levying rates during the i8th and part of the 19th centuries) took rather fonger,
[n 1910, exactly two hundred years after his death, a celicl bust was erected outside
the Guildhall, and in 1946, the new council estate built off Station Road was
named “Hugh Squicr Avenue™ in his honour,

Publications consutted :
Recards of Yv Antient Borough of South Molton, John Cock, 1893,
Concise Higtory of Sowth Molton, John Mills, 1892,
Hugh Squier’s School: Free School Rules, Governors’ Minutes, Acconnls,
L868-1755 Vol I,

Addditional information suppliecd by Mr S, Warren, former Town Clerk of South
Molton, and Mrs Margaret Baugh, of South Molton.



SHIPPING REGISTERS

Margery Rowe, Devon Record Office

As part of a national scheme to transfer shipping registers Lo local record
offices, the older shipping registers in Devan Customs and Excise offices are being
transferred to the Devon Record Office. These volumes are not a record of the
maovement of ships, arriving at and departing from the ports, but conslitute docu-
ments of title to property, providing full details of the dimensions, ownership,

history und ultimate fate of each ship registered. in each port, in chronological

order of vegistration. None in Devon is earlier in dJdate than the general statutory
repistry of British ships m the outports introduced by the Shipping Act of 1786
but all the serics pre-date the Merchant Shipping Act of 1894, under which the
present registers ol ships dre made.

The earliest register i3 from BExeter where the first entry was the Ans gnd Mary
registered on 26 Augost 1786, The owner was Charles Hodder of Topstiam, mariner
and he was also the Master, The ship, a square sterned sloop of 28 tons, wilh one
deck and one mast, measured 38 ft. 2 inches in length and 14 Tt in breadth. The
repistration was cancelled the following year as the description was altercd. Some
forty-four ships were registercd at Exeler between 26 August and 31 December
1786, When used in conjunctioh with the Exeter Wharfingers’ accounts which
exist far the tate eighteenth and corly ninctecnth centuries in the Devon Record
Office, they give important information on trade and shipowners and masters. [f is
o pity we do nof have corresponding Registers of Merchanis at this date!

In spite of Devon having two coastlines, the number of volumes far the County
15 not large and the records of no single port compare with those of Liverpool,
However, repisters of the tallowing ports have been or are fo be collected, The
starting date of the repisters is given in brackets.

Barnstaple (1824} ilfracombe (1824
Bidelford L83} Plymouth (1824)
Brixham {1864} Salcombe (1867
Dartmouth {1824 Teignmouth  (1853)
Exeter (1786)

The registers of Lyme Regis, which like Lixeter begin in 1786 and were formerly
in the Exeter Customs House, have been transferred to the Dorset County Reconld
Otfice. Al the Bevon volumes are in the Devon Record Office in Exeter as the West
Devon Record Office has no space to accommaodale the Plymouth registers. With
the exception of the Exeter registers, the volumes are kept at Marsh Barton and so
it 15 pecessary to give 24 howurs” notice to view them in the Search Room in Castle
Shreet.

THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY

Minutes of the Eleventh Annual General Meeting
heid at Exeter on Saturday, 9th May 1981

1. The Minutes of the Annual Geaeral Mecting beld on [Gth May 1980 were read
s approved.

20 Avising therefrom:

(ty Devon Historic Buildings Trust
The Chainman reported that the proposed scheme to restore the wind-
mitl gt Paignton had now heen abandoned anid thatl it 8 praposed o
renovale the Brewery premises in Well Street in Paignton, Cottages at
Ottery St Mury, premises in Melbourne Street in Exeter and the Plains
at Totnes are heing investigated as possible future projects, The Chatrman
wrged membery frem Narth Devon to put forward proposals for possible
schemves in that ares,

{ii) Supplements to the Devon Union List (DUL)
The Chairman announced that the ficst of the promised updatings, the
Devon Bibliography for 1980, had been published and was being distri-
buted. [t was proposed to tnclude the Ribliography for (1981 in the
Spring 1982 Devon fistorien. The Hono Editor reporied that a pilot
study had been made Lo establish the tkely amount of work required
to record books published since the DU appeared. The teasibility of so
doing had been proven and therelore it was virtually certain the work
would be yndertaken in due course, Votes of thanky were recarded to
Mr Geoffrey Paley and the others who had made the publication ol the
1980 volume possible.

(itt) Meeting of Devon local histary societies
The Chairman stated that this meeting had nol been held during the
year because ol the difficult financial position of the Society, [t was
hoped that this would now be aeranged during the coming year.

3. The Hon. Secretary submtitted a brief repoct on the siteation which had arisen

following the reccipt of an account for over £300 (or the printing of Issue 21
ol the Devon Historien. (This was in addition to the sum of £577 already paid
for fssue No, 20 He adso outlined other problems and explained that the
Council had autharised him to open an Bmerpency Account. He veported that
£400 had been paid by instabiments and that there was stild g credit balance of
£971.20 in this Account.

4. In the absence of the Hon, Treasurer, who had offered his resignation on taking

up a new professional appointment, the Hon. Secretary submitted an interim
unaudited financial statement, He stated that on 20th March 1981 the man
account showed a balance oV CH17.15 and the Emergency Account £97 20
I addition some arrears and some advance payvments of subscriptions had becn
banked which showed that the Sociely had total credit balances of £259 10



0,
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The printers’ outstanding account of £101.85 had stitl to he paid and theve
would be costs involved in the <istribution of Issue 22, He felt that there was
every hope the financial positton waould improve considerably during 1981-82.
The Chairman exphuned bow the Devon Bibliography Ffor 1980 had been
financed and expressed thanks (o the Bristol & West Building Society. the
Iverdean Trust and Devon Library Services who had made the production
possible. He promised that there would be careful budgeting in future and that
competitive estimates would be sought before printing of the Devon Hfistorian
was started. The Hon, Sccretary asked members present to endorse bis earlier
policy of not sending copies of the O£ 1o members in arrears or 1a those pay-
ing very out-of-date subscription rates, This was approved.

The new scale of subseriptions was approved

Individual members £3.00
Family membership £6.00
Libraries, Museums, Schools and

Record Offices £5.00
Socictivs and organisations with over

100 imembers £13.00
Other carporate lnembers L£7.00

It was resolved that the cost of issues of the Devon Hfistorian be fixed by the
Council based on the actual anit-cost plus postage. Conference fees were con-
firmed at: Members SOp; Non-members 75p. [ was further resolved that the
(queestion of covenanted subscriptions be  investigated by the new Haon,
Treasurer.

The Hon. Editor submitted her report. She autlined plans for future issues of
the Devon Historian and appealed for names of members who would be willing
to act as reviewers of books and pamphlets.

Eleciion of Council

Council members elected are listed on the inside front cover of this issue.
The Chairman submitted a resolution that members of the Executive Coundil
in future serve for three years, one third retiving cach year, and that retiving
mumbers be eligible for re-clection. This was approved.

One-day conferences
it was reported that these had been arranged at:

7th Novemboer 1981
27th Februiny 1982

Colyton, nedr Axminster
Fiatherleigi
Publicity
Following a discussion Mr David Edmund offered (o act as Uon, Publicity
Officer for the Sociely. His offer was acceplsd unanimously by the members
present,

Before the Meeting closud Mr Beards proposed o vate of thanks {o the Chair-
man tor his efforts during the past year which had been much appreciated by
the wembers, This was carried with acclamation.

EARLY {18th CENTURY CIDER PRODUCTION AT BEARSCOMBE FARM
SOUTH DEVON

Rosemary Robinson

Preserved among tie Petre documents in the Devon Kecord Office iz o bound
manuseript book ol farm geeounts for 17241727 (123M/E633). 1t is tisted
among the docaments for South Brent parish and contains details of two farms,
Kerswell and Bearscombe, No mention is made in the book of the whereabouts of
the two farms but it seeins reasonable to assume that the Kerswell farm in question
is the obe in South Brent parish, i might have been argued that *Bearscombe” s
the farm of that name in the adjoining parish of Biptford, However, since this farm
was paying ‘rates’ and Ctaxes® to West Alvington it s more likely to have been the
Bearscombe farm much further te the south near Kingsbridge, This conjecture is
supported by the present owner’s stuteinent that his Father sold off the Bearscombe
land which les in West Alvington parish because the tithes were higher than for any
ather part of the farm.,

The accounts for Kerswell are very incomplete but those for Bearscombe are
vxlensive and provide details of cider production. It s clear that cider was being
nitde at Bearscombe in large quantities and shipped from Dartmouth.

The volunwe of cider produced on the tarm is shown by the following entrics:

£725  Paid Theophilus Cole for his son-in-law muking

41 hogsheads and other wark o9 1
Paid for making 48 haogsheads E5 % 0
1726 Paid for the treight of 20 hogsheads to Dartmouth  £2 2 0

It would seewr that relatively small amounts were sold locally. The Tollowing
are the only flems of inceine fram local sales:

{726 Received of Edmund Adams for a hogshead of

vyder £l ¢

Reveived of John Stidston For a Tun of cyder £1 10 0

ol Blizaheth Bear for 2 hogsheads 15 0

{727 Reetd ol Mr Paddon for § hogsheads of eyder 47 46
Rect of Elianor Wannell for 1 ditto L7 0

of Mr Sheston for 1 ditte 17 0

No other income from sales is recorded but il is probable that sales took place
elsewhore. Allowance must also be made for a healthy conswuption on the farm.

A hogshead is generally accepted to be between 50 und 60 gallons. Marshall
writing in | 796 gives 63 gallons (Marshall, p. 215) while the OE.D, gives 52
eatlons: the present owner of Bearscombe states that when cider was made on the
lorm a hogshead was reckoned to be six barrels or 00 gallons, He also states that a
‘pipe” was two hopsheads or 120 gallons whereas the O.E.D. gives 105 gallons und
Murshall culls 2 pipe a1 *double hogshead ™, it is even more difficult to find a defini-
tion of o ‘tun” The O E 1} gives 252 gallons hut it seems Fo have been used loosely
lo imply any larpe contatner or as a verb Cas in the phrase below “to tun the cider ™}
It would scem from all this that there was a certain amount of flexibility in the

rerms used For eapacity,






Mr Storey of Dartmouth may have been a merchant or middle wan o the
cider trade. This seems Lo be suggested by the entry “paid Mr Storey ... Tor landing,
& de-cellarage of the pipestaves’. One would expect the metal bareel hoops to have
been supplied by the local biacksmith but it seems (hal these oo were supplicd
by Mr Storey.

At Bearscombe Farm today the cuins of a rectangular three siorey stone
building with an integral ventral wheelpit may be seen. The wheel was fed by a
leat, now filled in, taken from the stream in the valley. The power from the wheel
is stated by the present owner [o have driven many items of farm machinery on
the various floors. These included an apple crusher with corrugated aranite rollers,
on the ground floor, fed by a chute from the fieor above, to which a wide door ai
the vear of the first ttoor gave access. (This could be reached by a cart as the build-
ing ix built into the stope of the hill). There are afso (he remains of a large cider
press nearby and a rectangular granite trough in which the juice from the press
was caught., The owner describes how in his bovhood it leok twa of his father’s
emptoyees most of the morming to crush encugh apples for o pressing and prepare
the ‘mouvk’. This consisted of a stack of alternahing apple pulp and best wheat reed
under the press. After this they would return at intervals through the day to add
another turn to the screw of the press and fill the barrels with the apple juice,
A good day’s production af Bearscombe was two hogsheads. The presenl owner
also describes how as recently as 1943 apple crushing and pressing was undierfaken
for many neighbouring farms, 1t was ut about this date that cider production veased
at Bearscombe, and judging from the apparent J9th-century date of the building
atd machinery cider had been made here in the same way for aboutl a cenlury.
There is no sign of the earlier type of circuler granite cider pound at the farm, nor
is there knowledge of there ever having been one! however one must have existed
if cider was made here in 1725,

Yoday one gnarled apple tree is all that remaing of Bearscombe’s extensive
orchards and it stands as a reminder of a history of cider making that probably
extends much further back in time than these accounts of the varly 18th contury
illustrate.

Saurces

Marshall, William. Rural cconomy of the West of Ergland. 1796, Reprinted David
and Charles, 1970,

Vancouver, Charles, Genergl view of the agriculiure of Devon with observgtions on
the means of its improvement. 1808, Reprinted David and Charies, 1964,

Devon Record Office. 123M/E 633, Accounts relating to Bearscombe and Kerswell,
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My thanks are due to the present owner of Bearscombe, Mr Kerswell, for his
interest and for much information.,

A STUDY OF SCHOOL LOG BOOKS FOR SELECTED EXETER SCHOOLS
FROM 1863 - 1941

Virginia Locke

School Jog books provide one of the feast studied sources of information on
education. In 1862 the Revised Code of Regulatians for Schools included a clanse
requiring Flead Teachers to record Driefly cach day what had happencd at their
schaol in 4 Log Book., Reading them gives an insight into what schools were
actually Hke in days gone by, seen (hrough the eves of someone who was present
at the fime. Much of the contents of Log Books deals with mundane day-to-day
affairs of the running of the schoaol, but from this one can get a good tdes of the
type of cducation children received. and how their school-days were spent. By
cxaoining Lop Books of three txeler schools Excter bpiscapal Girls School,
Mint Lone Weslevan Bovs Schiool and Heavitree Parochial Boys School fram F863
to 1913, one can see haw schools amd education changed,

This article i buased on the Log Books, Complete records are avatluble for
these schools and as they are very different in character, location and denominag-
tion, they provide an interesting cross-section Lo study, The maim ipterest of
School Log Books ftex in phie events that Head Teachers considered worthy of
recording, The Codes o Regulnions for schools, which Jaid down rules about the
keeping of Log Books, specifed some sitbjects which the Principul Teachers were to
cover in their entries. As with the other regalations concerning Log Books, Lhese
were altered from time to time - in 1862, 1873, 1889 and 1893,

Although got specificd as @ subject 1o e written abouat in the Code of Regula-
tions uneil 1889, many entries deal with the level of attendance and the reasons
far absence, Bven before sehool attendance was male compulsory, iF was frequently
comumented on In the ecarlier years, unlil about 1878 cntries were of o general
nature, fust stating whether atfendance was small or Lerge. For example, this entry
Tor Heavitree Parochial School on 3 April 1868

“Adtendance today rather small”

As e went by entries relating to attendance became more detailed, Average
numhbers per week were olten given, For example, the entry far Heavitree Farochial
School for 23 February 1883

‘Average attendance s LAY

The Log Book entries often give reasons for poor attendance. In the varly
period particularly, bad weather conditions are often given as an vxplamation of
poort attendance, probably die [ the Gact that children had to walk long distances
to schoob The entry Tor the Mint Wesleyan School on 15 August 1863, reads:

Very thin gttendance in the afternoon on secount of the weather being
exceedingly wet.’

Another reazon given for absence was illness. There is no notteeable tendency
for the number of entries dealing with illness to decline or increase over the fifty
years studied, or to e more frequent in one school thao anather, A third regson
for absence seems to have been the presence of outside artractions which the
children preterred to attend. For example, attendanee was of ten poor at the begin-
ning of term because children were still away on holiday, as can be seen from this
entry for the Bxewer Episcopal School on 29 July 1878

A wvery poor altendance, Many chibdren have nol come back fram the
holiday.®

Children were algo absent Feom schoel because they were working, particoiarly
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at barvest time. For example, the entry for Heavitree Parochinl School on 5 August
{868 rumd :
‘Muny others gleaning or 4t work in the Harvest ficld.”

The references to outside attractions causing absence, declined with the more
furmal approach to education and the fuct that it was made compulsory and free.

The attituce of the Head Teachers to attendance also altered over the period,
as did the measures that they took to deal with it In the early years they tended
to lament a low attendance, but they had no power to do anything about it, In
1868 the Head Teacher of Heavitree Parochial School began to give Reward Tickets
for regular attendance and on % March he noted:

“Children much more punctual in their attendance since Reward Tickets
have been given tor regular and punctual attendance.”

Later in the period measures for chasing up errant schiotars beciune more organ-
ised. One method used was the sending of forms to the parents af hoys who only
attended school wrregularly enguiring why they were absent, For exiinple, an entry
for Heavitree Purochial School on 2 March 1893 reads:

‘Sent out forty Enqguiry (absence} Shects to houses of absentees this
afternoan.”

TFhese absence enguiry formms were frequently mentioned from 1893 onwards
in the Log Bonks of the Heavitree Parochial School. However, the other two
schools do not seem to have adopted this method of chasing up truants. This s a
goad example of a matter being given much more attention in one schools Log
Books than in another’s, In the Hegviteee Parovhial School there are many reconds
muade of attempts to get children to come to sechool and to visits by the School
Attendance Officer and the existence of a School Attendance Committee, In the
Exeter Episcopal School such references are far less frequent, and in the Mint
Woslevan School, which had the highest pereentage of attendance in the city in
14907, they are virtually non-existent. 1t may be because Heavitree Parochial Schootl
hiad higher rates of absenteeism and therefore morg tneasures were needed to deal
with the problem, However, a more probable reason could be that Heavitree
Parochial School had the same Head Teacher from {883 onwards, when the first
references 1o chasing up truants are made, Tt would scem likely that Mr [saacs felt
this matter worthy of recording and therefore devoted considerable space to if.
Thus in the Log Book entries reflect the changing attitude to attendance at a time
when laws were being passed (0 make schooling compulsory.

The 1862 and 1875 Codes of Regulations specificd dates of withdrawals as one
topic on which Head Teachers could make entries. However, it was not included
in the later Regulations, and admissions were never mentioned at all, Despite this,
the names or numbers of children entering and leaving the school are given for all
three schools in most years, These entries show that, particularly in the early part
of our period, children joinod and left the schaol throughout the year. The modern
terlency for virtually all children to join at the start of a new term and leave at
the end of a term was not practised to any extent hefore about 1900, The only
exception to this would seem to he the Tixeter Episcopal School in the 1860s
when Court Days were held once a month when children would be admitted or
witiwdrawn, Another feature of the earlier entries relating to admissions is the
number af re-admissions. Children would icave the sehool and then return at a
later date. For example, this entry for Heavitree Parochial School on 2 Navember
1868 :

‘Re-admitted Mrs Bolt’s thiree boys to the two lower classes. They have
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been employed in the brickyard since last February and scem to have
forgotten ait they had previousty learnt,’

The reasons why children are withdrawn are quite often given, Most commonly,
becanse the parents have moved to a different area, the child had to go Lo anothes
school. Then, children were sometimes moved from one schon! to auother within
LExeter which presumaubly indicates that purents were not satisfied with the educa-
tion their child was recetving, although there may have been other considerntions
such as cost and convenience of situation. A third reason was financial, either the
parents could no loager afford the fees or the child was needed to go outl to work
to supplensent the family income. For exomple, this entry for Exeter Episcopal
Schnot oot Ootober 1878

‘Hlarriet Ball (Standard 2) withdrawn as mother cannot afford the feel’

The number of eotries relating to admissions does nol vary very much from
yedr Lo year, and from school to school,

The 1862 and 1875 Codes said that ‘conmencements of duty of new teachers®
coubd be noted, Head Teachers seem Lo have been fairly consistent in always notling
whent a teacher left or joined a school, although this wuas only compulsary until
1889, An entry Tor the Mint Wesleyan School on 13 January 1888:

‘Miss Kathleen Pertian from Topsham Board School {horn 7/4/1863)
enterad on her duty as Assistant Mistress,”

Lists of the staff were enteved after the Inspector’s report in the School Log
Books as haid down in the Regulations, The 1889 and 1893 Codes both said that
fuilure of duty on the part ol any school staff should be noted. For sxample, this
entry for Heavitree Paroctial School on 30 March 1908:

‘Changed My Day from Standard 1 to Standard 2 und Mr Scobell from
Standard 2 to Standard 1, owing o the unsatisfactory work of the
former,”

e of the wost frequent eriticisms made gbout the statl was their unpunciu-
atity tn arniving at the school, One Head Teacher of the Mint Wesleyan School took
to thming the Pupil Teachers to see how often and by how much they were late.
Fle recorded on 25 June 1878

“Teld e Pupil Teachers that in future the number of times that they were
late during the week would be entered against them.”

The 1862 and 18RS Codes did not require Head Teachers to mention anything
relating to the currtcutum. However hoth the 1889 and 1893 Codes contain a clause
stating that entrics should be made on Ssuch events as the introduction of new
books, apparatus or course of instruction, any plan of lessons approved by the
Inspector’. However, throughout the period the Head Teachers entered in their
Log Books what lessons were being taught, when any new subjects are introduced
and any zlierations to the Time-table, During the period 1862-1914 the curricnlion
seems to become much broader, I the earlier years the references made by Head
Teachers to the lessons being taught were wmaindy to the ‘three R's”, singing,
geography and history. As time goes by the range of lessons was broadened and
new subjects were introduced,  For example, on 14 Januwary 18758 an Exeter
Fpiscopal Schoot entry resuds:

French will be taught this year to all who wish to learn.”

And on 16 Apnl 1903 the Head Master of Heavitree Parochial Schioo] records:

‘Buys in the Gardening class had their first lesson this aflernoan.”

There were many other references to the introduction of new subjects and the




curricutum was constantly being extended daring this periad.

The system of examinations and inspections was not as i1 schools todav. The
1875, 1889 and 1893 Codes of Regulations oll laid dewn that the sunumary of the
[nspector’s report after his anpual visit and any surprise visit, slloukd be entered in
the Log Book. In fact, in (he schoods studicd, this was done Trom 1873 onwards.
Much nuportance seems to have been gttoched by the Head Teachers to preparing
for Fer Majesty’s Inspector’s visit and timetables were sometimes altered Lo alfow
extra time to be given to weak subjects, Little account is actually given of what
occurred at an inspection, but a fairly good impression ¢an be obtained from the
reports the [nspectors mude. The children were asked guestions on the various
subjects they studicd, they usually prepuared a special song to perform, and the
Tuspectors nated such things as discipline,

fn addition to the Government [nspection, each schoob also had an annuoaf
tnspection by another body, The Heavitree Parochial School and the Fxceter
Episcaput Cirly Schaoaol, which were Church of England schools, were inspecied
by o UDocesan [nspectar and the Mint Westeyan Schoot by the Inspector for schools
For the Wesleyan Education Committes,

The childeen seemr to have been examined tn particular subjects by visiling
examiners. These exams did not take place as nowadays, al one or two particular
times of the yvear, and the range of the subjects in which children took these
external expms scems linited — singing, religious knowledge and drawing heing the
tiree principal subjects. The Mead Teachers of all three schools also conducted
their own internal exams at taicly frequent intervals, mainly to check the progress
the childeen were making. For example, this entry for Heavitree Parochial School
on 7 March 15873

‘Monthly examination on Wodaesday worning. Dictation belaw fair in
all the classes. Reading good exeepiing in the sccond class, arithnetic
not aceurate in the third amd fourth classes.”

The subject of holidays s not mentioned in the Codes of Regulations ag one
on which Head Teachers should make entries. However there are guite frequent
eniries in the Log Books of all three schools stating when holidiys aceurred amd
if for any special reason. The ordinary school holidoys wuere much shiorter than
those enjoyed by children today but there was o larger number of half-holidays,
particularly on religious oceasions, For example, this entry tor Heavitree Parochial
School on t June 1878

‘Boys attended church on Ascension morning and i the Balt holiday
in the afterncon.”

Holidays also tended to be given after examinations and inspections, and on
important public occastons, An entry for the Mint Wesleyan School on 5 July
1893 noted :

‘Closed schoal for the week owing to the Royal Wedding.”

Towards the end of the period the number of occasional half-holidays tended
to decling as the whole approach (o education became more formal. By 1908 the
Head Teacher of Heavitree Parochial School even had to write to His Majesty™s
fnspector and the secretary ot the tducaiion Committee to tell them when
holidays were going to tuke place,

The topic of duscipline was nat speciticelly mentioned in the Code of Regula-
tions as @ subject on wiich vntries should be made, although the 1862 and 1875
Codes did reguire *cantions” ta be written about, However from time to lime Lthe
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Head Teachers of all three schools made entries giving information about something
a child had done wrong and how he had been punished. The main offences seem Lo
have been stealing, cheating, swearing and late or nos-sttendance, There are o few
entries mentioning chilidren being expelled from school, although unfortunately
fitthe detail s given describing what the children had done to duserve this most
serious of afl school punishments. For example, this entry on 16 September 18723
in the Exeter Episcopal School Log Book:
“Frances Ward expelled on account of misconduct.”

The subject of health was commenled on by Head Teachers in their Log Rook
cittries, All the Codes of Regulations included illness as a topic which could be
written about, Such things as colds, measles and whooping cough are Irequently
tentioned. However it would seem that the sickness that most affected children
in the perind 1863-1914 was scarlet fever, which hasg largely dicd out now. This
disease reached epidemic proportions in Excter from time to time, reflected in the
fact that it ix mentioned at about the same time in the Log Book entries of several
schonls, The decline of child mortality over the last hundred years can also be seen
trom stindy of school Log Books. FToday a pupil’s death is very rare, yet in 1903,
for example, there are entries relating Lo the deaths of three pupils in the Log Book
ol the Heavitree Parochial School, A third aspect of Log Book entries relating to
health s the incressing attention paid to public heaith during our period. For
example, in the Log Book of the Heavitree Pargchial School there is a record of a
Sanitary Inspector’s visit to the schaoal

‘Sanitary Inspector visited to acquaint Master of families suffering from
searfet fever”

However, it is only in the twenlivth contury that heatth measures really gain
prominence. Medical inspections were given to children in school as one can see
from this eatry for Exeter Fpiscopal Schoot on 9 Navember 1908

"Children admitted sinee the stmaner holidays underwent medical exami-
nation, parents bring present.”

Afler 1900 there are also many references to the visic af the School Medical
Officer to all three schools. He was responsible Tor keeping a general eye on the
health of the children.

A study of these Log Book entrivs shows that Head Teachers were nat particu-
larly concerned to make eniries colating only to subjects mentioned in the Codes
of Repuladons. Also although the Log Books of all three schools cover basically
the sume subjects, the emphasis varies from school to school,

This essay has only scratched the surface of the work that could be done on
school log books, not only in FExeter, bui also nationally, but it is haped that the
detail of study on a few schools in specific years does provide o picture of what
actually happened in the schools studied, and an indication of what probaily
happened in other schoaols.

Sourves:

Heavitree Parachial Boys School, 1863-87, 1887-97, 1897-1923 {Devon Record
Office (DRAY 20/0/1/1-3}

Mint Lane Wesleyan Schaal, 1863-92 (DRO a8/4/1/1)

Exeter Fpiscopal Schoal, 186394, 1908-35 (DRO 72/15/1/4-6)



LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETIES IN DEVON

Corrections and additions to the list of societios given in DH 21, Many lhanks to
the members whe took the trouble to write with information.

Canonsleigh Local History Group

Chudicigh Amenity Socicty

Chubmieigh Local Histary Society

Devan and Cornwall Notes & Queries

[vybridge Lucal History Grougp

Sid Vale Assochition

Wasley Hisiorical Society

tPlymotth and Exceter Branch)

Devon Record OFfice, Cuastle Street,

Secretary. P L Walter, Eastbrook,
Burlescombe, Tiverton.

Secretary: John A, Clark, Overhills, Farade,
Chudleigh, Newton Abbot.
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EARLY BOOK TRADE IN DEVON

Fan Maxted is interested in receiving details of items printed or
published in Devon before 1801, apart from these works already
represented in the major public collections in the County and listed
in the “Devon Union List ™. Hy has already collected details of about
one thousand books, pamphlets and broadsheets which he hopes Lo use
in a study of the early book trade in Devon, Could readers owning,
or knowing the location of, any items which may be of inlerest, please
send detuils of author, title, edition, publisher and date to him at the
Westcountry Studies Library, Castle Street, Exeter.

ILLEGITIMACY AND BRIDAL PREGNANCY
IN OTTERY ST. MARY, 1602-1837

Ena Cumming

Where relatively complete and detailed parish registers exist they have enabled
historians to study our demographic past in considerable deiail in the period before
the introduction of Civil Registration in 1837, Whilst marital fertility has been one
aspect of demographic listory to which historians have previously directed much
attention, this paper cxamines the related features of illegitimacy and bridut
pregoaney in Otrery St Mary over a period spanning wore than two centuries, as
revealed by an analysis of the parish registers.

The method adopted to extract the information was to count all entries in the
baptisry registcr which stated specifically that a particular child was Megitimate,
Nine Further entrics, which were atiributed to a mother only with no father men-
tioned, were inferred o be illegitimate. Foundling children were net counted, nor
were children of women widowed up to nine months prior to the baptism entry.
The burial vegister was also searched and a note made of all child burtals which
were recorded as being bastard or base children. The list of bustards tuken from the
burial register was then matched with the Hsi extracted from Oie baptism register,
This revealed that there were many burial entries of bastard children for whom

Table 1
Mlegitimacy ratios, 1602-1837

Mo, of

Nn. ol basturds

bastards dying un- Total rad nitio 2
Period Baptisins haptised braprtised bastards per cent per cent
1602-20 1347 26 - 16 14 -
1621-40 1826 29 4 33 I.6 L&
1641-60% 14{4 10 3 13 w7 R
Va0 -840 1705 2 2 A 1.2 1.3
1681 760} 1572 26 | 27 1.7 1.7
P7-20y 974 9 - 29 L0
1721-40P 606 24 i 28 4.0 4.1
174 1-60 1298 32 49 61 4.0} 4.7
t161-80 1345 &6 16 42 5.3 0.5
{781-1800) 135 73 22 97 57 1.3
1801-207 1695 34 ) 73 34 4.3
1821.37+ 1634 7l - 1 4.3 e

T After RN entries in the burinl register did not disclose whether ehildren were illegitimate
o7 atherwise,

aoexcluding years 1646450
Iy exchrding years 172830
Ehegidimuey ratio 1 - based on bastards baptised only,
legitinniey ratto 2 based an bastards baptised amd those dying unhaptised,



ihere was no previous baptismal entry. This woy particularty the case in fhe st;cmld
half of the eighteenth century, when as many as 15 per cent of all bastard children
entered in the burial register had not been haptised, _

Ou the basis of the information gleaned lrom both baptism and bunal registers,
two sets of illegitimacy ratios have been caleulated — one based on witries i the
baplism register only, whilst the second has heen derived by aqdmg tllgsc !HIS{;II':!
children dying unbaptised to those listed in the baptisin register, adjusting the
number of baptisms accordingly. ‘I'he two ratios are sct ;i in tuble | and presented
graphically in figure 1. ) ‘

Perhaps the most salient feature revealed by an exattination of the data is t.hc
downward trend in the first half of (he seventeenth ceatury which reachies 1ts
lowest point in the middie decades of the century, before startling on an upward
path to reach the very high point prevailing at the end of the mghtccnth centary.
Where burials of unbaptised bastards are consistently recorded in the second h_nll
of the eighteenth century, the illegitimacy ratia is substantially increased by taking
them into account, particularly in the 17803 and 90s, when more than seven per
cent of all infants were born out of wedlock,

» Figute I
llegitimacy tatios, Ottery St Mary, 1602-1837
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A recent national study of the history of iHegitimacy by Peter Lasleit! has
drawn aftention tooa basic wave-Hke movement i the iHegitimacy carve hegween
the sixteenth and nincteenth centuries. In ghe fte sixteenth and early seventernih
century (e illegitimacy catio was ab a relatively high tevel, exceeding four per cent,
From this point it started (o fall, reacking o low pomt of hall of one per cent in
the 16505, before rising agatn to mose than six per cent by the end of the eightecath
cenfury . in maost respects the history of illegitimacy in Dttery S Mary appears to
catfory closely to this national pattern, Whilst the relatively high illegitimaey ratio
of the carly seventeenih contury is not so pronounced in Qttery ag it is in the
nationak study . the same wave-like mavement can be seen.

A further aspect of the Laslett study is the siggestion that ag ilegitimacy
inereased so there was an increase in the maomber of women who gave bicth to more
than one ilegitimate chitd — the so-called ‘repetitive bastird-begrers™.? The
anmalysis of the pactsh registers reudily revealed that this Feature was present in
Otiery St Mary. [t cun be seen iHustrated n table 2

Table 2

Ottery St Mary

Prapartion of repetitive bastavd-bearing

J6i12-45 b A 1-1 FK VIOL-ERYY

Totial Inestards he 5 438
Tkl i growips of ane a7 49 e
Fatub o groups ol (wo 1% I 66
Tatal in groups of fhree - i 0
Total By wroups of four 16
Total i groups of five . 0

PeE Cent repenters 14 14 29

The wive-like mdévenent sevn in the ileaitinuey catio §s reflocted in ihese
figures. Although the early period and the tate pertod show cexactly the sane
proportion of repeaters, there are marked differences. In the carly petiod the
pyidence contained in fhe parish registers indicates that no one woman gave hirtl
to more than two bastards, whereus by the lale period, when the great upward
surge n illegitimacy occurred, the aumber of women who gave bictt to theee, four
and even five bastords 1s particalarly stiking in the middle period of low illegif-
macy only four women produced more than one Hegitimute child,

The pame of the facher of cach illegitimate child @ not consistently recorded
in the parish cegister, bul at certain periods, in particular during the second holf of
the cighteenth century | fathers are named. This information reveals that the
repelitive bastard-bearers appear to fatl into two distinet groups. There were those
whee Back severat children by the same man, wmdicating that whilst the couple were
ot legally mareied o steble relalionship existed. One example is that of Aan
Lathrop who produced fonr bastards by Jolin Seawand between 1789 and [ 794,



The couple eventually mianried in 1793, four months before the firth child was
born, and went on to praduce g further four chifdren in the ensuing years,

The other type ol repeaters were gitls who produced several bastards by
thifferent men, like Jane Riggs who had four bastards by three different men: or
Sarah Dyer who, between 1771 and 1778, also produced four bastards  1two by o
Mr Thoamas Glunville, desceribed in the register as ‘Attorney at Law’, one by Mr
John Glanvitle, also an Attorney at Law, whilst paternity of her fourth bastard is
ascribued in the register to Mr Thomas Glanville gnd Mr John Glanville, Thomas
Glanvitle was alsa responsible for the dlegitimate children of two other girls.

Certain Family names appear to be cosely associated with repetitive bastard-
buearing. An Edith Bond produced two bastards in the early seventegnth cenlury,
and an Elizabeth Bond gave birth to four arounid the end of the eighteenth century.
The numes of Dyer, Luthrop and Hare were particularly prevalent in this respect;
five Dyer girls produced ten bastards between 1730 and 1820, whilst five Eathrop
girls also produced len over a period covering half a century, Seven girls ot the
Hare family gave birth to eleven bastards, three of the mothers being themselvey
illegitimate.

A feature closely related to llegitimacy is that of bridal pregnancy. Fluctua-
tions in the number of brides who were pregnant show the sime wave-like move-
ment over Lhe same period. The data is set out in table 3, showing the percentage
of first births which occurred within ¢ight and a half months of marriage.

Table 3§

Bridal pregnancy in Qttery St Mary

Percentape of

Na. al Pepeen lage maternitics within
HEITiges {raved to 8% months ol
Period investigited ety TR Flage
1432116} 183 O 33
PR53-58 137 74 20{a)
171519 127 <45 12
1 745-44 123 54 35
1 785.90 1 51 48(0

ESEA-20 114 33 3

b hascd o dates of birth
thy 3G per cent dates of birth; 44 per cent baptisim dates,

Here again, the relatively high level of bridat pregnancy i the carly seventecnth
century is reduced to a much lower level in mid-century, but subsequently rises
with eachl successive pertod to reach a very high poinr in the carly nineteenth
century, when over halt the brides marrying in Ottery pavish chureh were pregnant,

Puring the Commonwealth period registration in Ottery was particularty good ;
not only were dates of birth recorded, (which allowed the rxtent of hridad preg-
nancy fo br pauped with more certainty than it can be when anly baptism dates
are given) bt Georse Axe, the parish registrar, also recaorded the births and bhaptisins

of Ottery children who were buptised at neighbouwring parish churches, This atlowed
a high proportion of marriages to be traced Lo waternity. 1t also revealed several
pregnant brides who went to a neighbouring parish to have their fivst child baptise d,
but whose subseyuent children were baptised al Qttery. The harsh pumshm{,nta
imposed by the Puritan authorities on those indulging in pre-marital sexual activity
were no doubt behind this, With the thecat of the House of Correction hanging
over those breaking the codes, the young couples perhaps felt it politic to have a
pre-maritally conceived child baptised where they were not known.,

Changes in the extenl of premarital sexual ac tivity in the era of parochial
registration are expressed in the varying levels of ilegitimacy, bridal pregaancy and
repetitive bastard-bearing. Tn this respect, the history of Otiery St Mary appears to
conform quite closely to wider, national trends, This paper seeks te do 0o more
than set out the figures gleaned from the parish registers. Explanation of the vhang-
ing social attitudes and customs which undertic the Ngures is 0 more compies
rakter,

Notes:

Lo Peter Laslett, Femily life and itlicit love in carlier gencrations, { Canibridge
University Press, 1977).

2. Laslett, Familv life, p. 147,

3. The feature of repetitive bastard-bearing buing comman ta certain Caritilies
:!IJ.':_.H .'11.\;?'2&&&11 found at Colyton and Hemyoke in Samepset. See Laslett, Family
] L', F." B .

NOTES ON NEW CONTRIBUTORS:

Ena Cumiiog s o« postgraduate student in Exeter University’s Department of
Economic History, prevaring a thesis on demographic and cconomic aspects of
some Fast Devon parishes.

Virginia Lacke graduated from bxeter University last year. Her article is a short-
cned version of the local iistory essay she wrote as part of her course in the Depart-
ment of Economic History.

Gertrude Morey s a retired teacher and member of the South Molton Archive
which was Tormed three years ago to reseurch the history of the ared. Records are
being collected, documents in the loeal museum catalogued, n photographic archive
of old buildings assembled and talks piven to loeal associations, {Secretary . Mr
W H. Pearee -- see List ol Societies in DM 21y,

Rosemary Robinson 1s a housewile and her article on cider-making is a ‘qpin-off’

from her work on the parish checklisn Tor South Brenl {published by DCRA,
1980)
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REVIEWS

Fhe Accounts of the Fabric of Exeter Cathedral, 12791353, part 1: 1279-1326,
edited with an lntraduckion by Awlrey M. Brskine, Devon and Cornwall Record
Soctery, New Series, vol 24, 1981, Available fram the Assistant Scorctary,
D& CRS) 7 The Close, BExeter, L8, including postage,

The Accounts of the Fubric of Exeter Cathedral, often more shortly referred
to as the Fabric Rolls, Form one ol the more complete series of English medieval
building accounts. They run i irveeular seguence from 1279 to 514 The series
opens with an incomplete surmary covering the period 127987, This is incinded
in the present volume, together with the anoual accounts for 1299-1300, 130144
1306-7, 1308-11. 13123, 1316-22 and 13236 and separate aliar accounts for
[316-7 and 1318-22 A sceond volume is promnised for 1987; it will cover the lony
episcopate of John Grmdison (1327-69), in which the last account is that for
135230 M s intended in (hie second part to ‘relate the documents to the progress
of the building” and to cover other general lopics; it will alse tnclude a glossary and
index,

The presunt edition s a translation with the original Latin given in brackets
whet @ term is first used and on other occasions when the confex! s important.
‘Whenever o transcription or transiation is i doubt of 9 whole phrase seems to he
of particular significance the Latip is gquoted tully.” The whole procedure, inchud-
ing the conventions used by the editor is fully and hictdly explained {n the intro-
dugtion to the present vohuone, The origingd Latin text is much abbreviated and
techimeal and the exact form of the extension 8 often in doubt. The method
adopied allows the specialist to judie the aceuracy of the tronsfation and in those
rare cases when daubt may arise the transcript on which the edition is based
remgins avatlable in Uxeter Cathedral Library. With this sefeguard the publication
of a translation. vather than the origmal text is much to be preferred, The Latin
would have had o be printed either with a mutitude of unresolved suspensions
or with many cxtensions of Jdoubtful validity, Only o scholar with an wide and
deep knowledge of {the whole senies would be gnalilicd o pravide a translation,
which Iy necessarily an interpretation; but it i3 to be doubted whether anyone
would be able to chalenge Mrs Erskine’s competence in this field. The method also
allows the celegation of the lists of payments ta individual workmoen to a series of
tables, 2 move useful form for consubtation,

The hmportance of the accounts here puhtished is enhanced by the fact that
the building to which they relate survives with little stenctural alteration, though
the original furniture has lvgely disappeared. Tt was one ol the outstanding bailid-
inps of its age in the cyes of ity contemporaries, [n 1328, John Grandison, the
new Bishop of Exeter, was able to report to Pope John XXH, his consecration of
e high altar, which he found slready completed, He added: *May your holy Grace
(Caritus) kKnow that your chureh of Excrer, now almost half finished, | | will, if it
be brought to campletion, shine forth with a spledour marveltous to behald, sur-
passing others of its kind in the kingdoms of dbath Vogland and Franee.' Tt is true
that the new bishop was secking papal wid to vty an the work, But his exordionm
may be compared with the sober assessment ot Geoffrey Webb in ihe Pelican
[hstory of Art: ‘the (wo great enterprises of the secoml hall of the thirteenth
century - Lincoln presbytery and the beginnings of Exeter. . ') the structure of
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the added Lady Chapel and preshytery were virtually complete when the series
ol yearly accounts begins, in 120374 Master Walier was paid for glazing the gable
window of the preshytery, eight clerestory windows and six in the aigles {p. 35}
It remained to link up the added work with the older crossing and of this there is
evidence in the present volwme, e.g the cost of glass and the stalls {p.49), the
glass for two of the clerestory windows in the western hays of the guire and the
‘removal of the stalis”

Perhaps the most interesting single picce of the furnishing recorded in the
present velume is “the altar, vir, the stone tablitare.” This was a magnificent sereen

Cat the vast end of the presbytery, against which the high altar was placed with

narraw sacristry at the back. A conjectural restoration was published by Perey
Morris, showing ihe screen with a solid lower stage and an upper stage, ‘a light
open screen with stetuary in canopied niches capped with spires of clusiered
pinnacles®; 1t reached as high as the sill of the cast window. H is good to have
the whole surviving record of this great werk in pring, even though mueh that is
relevant was available in excerpts when Marrds wrole farty years (Ant Joum,,
wadit {1943), 22-47 and xxiv (1943), 10-21}, The anly comparable structure
that survives s the Neville Screen at Dwrbam. A pencration later than Excter the
arratgement was repeated at Glastonbury by Abbol Monington, The plan has been
recovered by excavation and a recard of the abbol’s works sfates that: “he orna-
mented e high altar with twenty-two statues and as many niches, all painted.”

C. A. Ralegh Radford.

A History of Education in Chardstock, 1712-1979, P, J, Woad. 56p, Ad: obtain-
ahle from the author, Primary School, Chardstock, Axminster, £1.25 + 4 2p pastage,

Mr. Wood, a5 headmaster of the present school, s heir to what remains of
probably the mast remarkable educational complex in any Devon village. A school
of some sort existed before 17125 butb the real story begins with the arrival of
Charles Woodcock as Vicar and the building of the National School in 1839, To
this in {849 he added an Industrial School, tnitially to reain givls for service {mainly,
it appears, by doing the choves of the vicarage) but later alsa open to boys; and
finally in 858 “St. Andrew’s College’, & middle-class school offering "z sounil
cdueation, either Clagsical or English’ to the sons of farmuers and superion trades
men. Fhe Wdustrial School meanwhile was much expanded to take orphang of the
Crimean War and Indian Mutiny, who overtlawed the premises and were boarded
out. The orphans spent part of their 1hne in the National School, and the rest doing
the many menial jobs of the whole establishment.

A remarknble compiex of buildings resulted, of the plan and appearance of
which much s known and shown in detatl; but s Iile was short, o 1874 the
College ™ was transferred o Salisbury, apparently because of the hnpossthility of
finging trechald land in Chardstock and the desire to orient it rather (o the sons of
clergy ; and by this time the supply of Uritnean and Muliny orphans had also inevi-
tably ceaserl T briefly reopened under different auspices as a private venture in
P8 76, but failed to pay its way and finally closed in 1886, leaving a miass of build-
ings for which no use was ever found and most of which had cventually {o be



demolished. The Natdonal School however continued to flourtsh, and is well docu-
mented in fogbook and other sources,

Untid 1896 Chardstock was in Dorset, and until 1978 in Salisbury Diocesc,
and consequently Mr Wood has had to search widely to collect his material, This
he has tnost creditably done, in public and diocesan records and in Dorset and
Somerset newspapers, as well as in sources available in the parish and in Devon,
The vesult is a maost inleresting gecount of 4 very remarkable phenamenon, well
iustrated, and well pringed by the County Printing Department (which might,
however, have done a better job an the paste-upd. 1t can be warmly recommended
to anyone interested in educational history. '

R. R. Sejlman

The cannibals of Clovelly, fact or fiction? by Anthony 1. Hippisley Coxe, Bideford:
Bideford Community Colleze, Abbotsham Roead, 1981, 4, 8p. Recommended
price 30p.

For many vears now the tale of the Clovelly cannibals has awakened a morbid
curiosity among visitors and residents in north Devon. Now, in an atfractively
peoduced booklet, the original legend is made widely available in a facsimile of the
rare chapbook The history of John Gregg and his family of robbers and murderers,
The accompanying fexi moakes fascinating reading, cspecialty when it is learned
that precisely the same tale is told of one Sawney Beane, who lived with his family
in Galloway. The problem of the relationship of the two legends is complicated by
the fact that earty printers did not normally date their ephemeral products. Ronald
Holmes in The legend of Sewney Regne (1975) dates the four earliest surviving
chapbooks at about 1700, ahmost certaindy far too carly, as examination of the
imprints will show. The Jollie family, for example. are recorded as printers in
Carlisle only from the 1780s, J. Ferraby is vecorded in Hulb in the 17805, and
the imprint “London: Printed and sold v Aldermary Church-yard™ probably
reters to Cluer Dicey, established theve by 17630 In fact the earliest appearance in
print of the Sawney Beane legend was probably in {734 in A general and true
Ristory of the lres and actions of the most fumous highwavmen, ., by Captain
Charles Johnson., Johinson was none other than Daniel Defoe, who had previously
visited north Devon, as he velated in his Towr through the whole island of (reat

Britain, However, he made no mention of the Clovelly cannibals in his account of

the tour. This negative evidence is reinforced by the date assigned by the British
Library to their copy, now missing, of the John Gregg version: **Newcastle ?
7707 {F the British Library copy is the same edition as the version reproduced
by My Hippisiey Coxe, there is Hitle Lo contradict this date. The printer did not
place his name on the publication, but there is nothmg m the typographical style
inconsistent with a dute in the 17705 or even later. Analysis of the text too shows
that the Gregg legend s almost certainly derivative of the Sawney Beane version,
Teo fif the text into a smaller Tormar phrases are shovtened, and towards the middie
two extenstve passages dre deleted, However the finad paragraphs show {ess abridge-
ment; clearly as he neared the end of the text the printer realised that he had
enough space to st the remainder as it stood, In the Gregg version too the journey
ol the captured famitly of cannibals from the prison in Bdinburgh to their exccution

in Leith, 2 distunce of only one or two miles, is replaced by an improbable tiek
from Exeter to Plymouth, a hazardous undermeking with a band of some fifty
desperate robbers and murderers, The explanation given in the pamphlet for the
transposition of the legend trom Scolland to Clovelly is not entirely convincing,
Smugglers would not scare local inhabitants away from caves filled with their
contraband by drawing their atfention to supposed monsirous inhabitants long
since captured and exceuted. By broadeasting such 2 legend in print they would
rather encourage hardier souls Lo search for possible remaing of the cannibals’
spoils of “money, watches, rings, swords, pistols. .. " The moving spirit in the
production of the legend was surely not the smugglers but the printers. “There's
nothing beats a stunning good murder, after all ™ said the running patterer to Henry
Mayhew, and many of the catchpenny broadsheets sold on the London streets had
heen hawked for many years virtually unchanged., A new title and 3 new setting
would cnable the ballad mongers to pass off an old tale as “something completely
different.” This booklel provides an interesting sidelight on the development of
tolk literature and the recommended price of 30p is maore than reasonable. intend-
ing purchasers should bear in mind that proveeds will benefit the Clovelly Hfeboat
and adjust their payments accordingly.

{an Maxted

Exeter Coinage, by John Andrews, Williamn Elston & Norman Shiel Exeter Indus-
trial Arvchaeology Group, 1980, 84 p. 120 illus,, } muap., £2.40, ISBN (0 906231 027,

The Exeter local historian as well as the mowismatist will find this bookler a
very useful aid to théir studies, and it will make them aware of the many branches
of numismatics,

The subjects covered include not ondy coins struck in the Uree periods of
wints in Exeter, from Saxon times o the great recoinage of Willtam 805 reign, but
also unotticial trade tokens, These, mastly of a farthing denomination, were issued
for use locally in and around Exeter from the seventeenth to the nineteenth
century. logether with the advertisernent tickets and pub checks the tokeny intro-
duce the reader to thé merchants, shop-keepers and inns of & bygone Excter.

The medal section, which lists about twenty items relaled to the city, includes
the Police Long Service award and commermorative and prize medals such as that of
the Botanical & Horticultural Socicty and ones from several schools of the district,

Brief records of @ dozen private banks are given, with details of the notes they
issued, mostly between {760 and E835, and these recall muny individual financial
faitures during that period.

The book is wel ilustrated by Mo, Andrews’ photogriphs and the joint authors
have researched through many pational, county and private colections 1o make
ther Hsiings as complete as possible. A dedailed bibliography and map of Victorian
pubs are included. The different sections will remmd the reader that these many
tssues of coinage were prompted by necessity and reflect the economie conditions
and loval history of Exeter in various ages past,

¥. A. Passmore
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The Monmeuth rebellion: a social history, by W. MacDonald Wigficld, 176,
Bradford on Avon, Moonraker Press, 1980, L7095, [SBN 239 00195 8.

W. MacDonald Wigfield, a retired headmaster al Ilminster, has pored for many
years over the stories of survivors of Mommouth's rising. His keen historical interest,
stiffened by religlous and humane cottsidderations, has induced him to seek to offer
the rebels through detailed veseacch a mamorial adequate to *their devotion and
cowrage”. The results are tmpressive, His well-produced book provides a clear
aceount of two campaighs — the military one that culminated at Sedgemoor, the
judictal one - comndducted so ruthlessly by George Jeffreys - that ted to prison,
exceution or transportation. The whole is vownded off by o solid bibliography, apt
Hlustrations, u guide to the battleficld of Sedgemoor and the full text of Nathaniel
Wade's valuable *Navrative” or Confession transeribed Iroin 3. L. Harleian Ms 6854,
hitherto only imperfectly published. (Wade was pardoned uand, indeed, Sames {l
nuede hing ‘Town Clerk of Brisiol in 1687, Lo help him woo the protestant dissenters
there.) Though Mr. Wigfield’s brief introductory sutnmary of the pre-history of the
rebellion contains some doubtfud generalisations, his scholarship on the events
themselves is mostly meticoions, Besides modifying with some conviction interpre-
tations by previous writers, he is able to correct them on points of detail — e.g.
C. Chenevix Trench who manages to confuse [hminster and tHehester (The Western
Rising, 1969) and Bryan Little, why kills off itwo rebels who in Fact were pardoned
{The Monmowth Epicode, 1956}, He remarks mildly on the chapter on the Blaody
Assizes in G Keeton's Lord Chancellor Jeffreys and the Stuart Cuuse that it *con-
tains a number of guite shocking errors of fact’. It does — but the date of this
veregious work s 1969 not 1972 Mr. Wigficld places more stress an religious
digsent than on political radicalism or economic grievance as inotive forees for the
rebels, But though the book bears the sub-tile ‘a social history ™ its chiet cantribu-
tion hies not so omuch in analysis as in telling with wormih and humanity an unfail-
ingly moving tale.

Liniversity of Exeter fvan Roots

In contempt of all authority : rural artisans and riot in the West of England, 1586-
1660, by Buchanan Sharp. London, University of California Press, 1980, £10.340,
ISBN 0-520-030681-6.

[ have only one complaint about this well-produced and innovative hook: ity
‘West of England” does not tuke in the South-West. Cornwall is bricfly mentioned
w the text bur is amitted from the index, Devon gets one entry and Gapart from
fleeting reference ta the Prayer Book rising of 1549 and Moenmouth's rebellion,
both outside chronological boundaries) the negrest we get ta the Axe and Exe is
the Witts—Dorset border. But the questions Dy Buchanan Sharp, who writes from
Vera Cruz in lhe South-West of the USA asks, can be asked of Devon and his
thought-provoking answers should surely be tested liere, too,

fre Contempt of Al Awthority s chicfly aboul the forest regions of Dean,
Wiltshire and its fringe with Dorset, where between 1626 and 1632 there was an

alatming series of anti-enclosure riols known collechively as “the Western Rising”,

Flicwhere in the region and at other imes betweon the accession of Elizabeth 1
and the Restoration there were food-riots and other sporadic outhreaks, which
were In oeffect a conlinuation of petitioning by other means on the part of the
propertyless Jower orders. D Sharp secks to wdeurify and examine the femporyd
and geographical distribuotion, social status and {very interesting, this) the aciual
hehaviows of the participants, together with the reactions of central and loval
povernment oo what they did or were thought to e doine, Some of the resulls are
surprming, ol are set o with clarity, vigour and scrupaloas schodship, Inopartico-
lar our alivntion s divected {o the existence and attitndes of Sndless rural artisans
andd cotiguers, people whe, contrary fo the “orthodox” piciuve of o rural soclety
that wos crphatically amtaian, were primarnly, even ceclosively, eneaged in non-
aericubtural pursuaies, as wage-enrners or pieceworkers in e cloth, mining, mefal-
furpy, cerlaindy in areas  there wore many-  where sobstandial capitatists afready
coutrolled production and dbistribation, Such “rural arilsang’ were not peasants.
They were essentislly dependent upon the market both for employment and tood,
wd reacted viodently, 1o the point of rioi, cven cizing, Lo Huctuations there, Though
U ehisorders often expressed bateed of he gendry and social superions peneraly,
Ur Shorp shews that dhey woere essentinlly sonevolutionary and unideological in
vharpeter, even doring the civil war, when thece was an effelgence of rudienl
religions sects and political wicuptngs. Bal the latter was onky one, and polaps (e
feast pwpieal, of the reaciions of the meaner sort of peaple o the wirs abranae
toonvemng of tradiftonal sovisl ties and cantrols. That provided fa golden appor-
Py L serEle old soevanees . not b0 support fromm radice] conviclions the partia-
nentinry calse fowad parliamentary gentry were, In fact, generaliy “hoceiticd © i
these potenbindly  dangerous manifestations of ool socnd conflict, expressed some.
tHmes by women, who acted ay towd mousthpicees for ieir meen's grievances bul
abto, xince they were often the Tood purchasers 1or (hetr banilies w1 the markets,
of theli owi A paint of parbeulae interest lere s ihe sovermeent's persistent fear
and suapivion that tocal disorders muast be B o caoploited by the gentry, but Dr
Starp can find wo evidence that men of soch avistance “provided Wadership or
connived at the riods from behind-the-scenes for their aws purposes’. As e cogent-
Iy remarks “H0as teae that the best conspiaeics are those that have el no race
hehind, but the historipe, Nike the Inw, peeds evidenee (o prove 3 conspiracy”
ar, indeal, ta prove anyiboing, The researchier’s skill s to find it and having found it
to presa it hard to release frs seerats,
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