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The Council and Officers 

The Devon History Society is a registered charity. The members of Council and their roles 

for 2025-2026 are:  

President: Professor Henry French 

Chair: Katie Findlay 

Vice-Chair: Dr Tim Lomas  

Secretary: Dr Tim Lomas 

Treasurer/Membership Secretary: Martin Smith 

Programme/Events Secretary: Maisie Jepson 

Web-site manager: Martin Smith  

Social media and publicity: Edmund Greaves and Shreya Rakshit    

Editor, The Devon Historian:  Dr Rob Campbell 

Editor, DHS Newsletter: Brian Carpenter 

Affiliated Societies: Dr Julia Neville 

 



Members of the Council and the President are automatically Trustees of the Society.  

The Council meets approximately quarterly to conduct the routine business of the Society.  

This is primarily done electronically. Regular reports are received covering finance, 

membership, publications, events and Affiliated Societies.  A copy of the Constitution of the 

Devon History Society is available on request from the secretary.  

The term of office for Council members is three years.  The current term of membership 

ends in 2026 for Katie Findlay and Brian Carpenter.  Both are eligible to serve another term 

as a Trustee.   Edmund Greaves and Shreya Rakshit were co-opted during the year and are 

eligible to be elected to the Trustee body 

 

Tim Lomas 

 

 

Report from Chair: 

This has been another successful year with DHS proving to be an active and financially-

secure organisation.  Our core products including an events programme, the Devon 

Historian and the Newsletter have duly appeared and received much praise.  Whilst there 

have been changes in those responsible, this seems to have been a seamless transition and 

I am grateful for Rob Campbell, Brian Carpenter and Maisie Jepson for undertaking these 

roles so successfully.  An enormous thanks as well to Martin Smith for his continued and 

vast contribution to the website whilst also fulfilling efficiently his roles as treasurer and 

membership secretary.    The refresh of the website has been well received. 

The year saw the end of the extremely successful Devon in the 1920s project.   It culminated 

in a Festival which was on a large scale.  By the time it ended in October 2025 there had 

been an estimated 54 events and exhibitions with the involvement of 61 organisations.  Its 

many contributions have been recognised far beyond the borders of Devon.  This would 

have been nothing like the success without the tireless energy, skills and management of 

Julia Neville.   

In typical fashion, Julia immediately sought ways in which she could contribute to new 

initiatives.  There was a widespread desire for a new research project and progress is being 

made on developing one on Crime in the Community in the early 20th Century.  Julia also 

followed up her interest in what was happening with regard to Devon history research. A 

survey was carried out to extract as much information as possible on what type of research 

is being carried out along with ways that DHS might be supportive.  Over 150 local research 

projects were identified with the social history of a place or period of history being the most 

popular.  DHS plans to keep track of the progress of local projects. It also aims to broaden 

the way the way research is shared, support communities of researcher in particular areas of 

interest as well as share relevant cross-county themes. The feedback also indicates a role in 

developing skills in particular aspects of research and progress is already being made in 

some training on AI in historical research. 

DHS has also planned deliberately a range of varied events that go way beyond the specific 

current research theme.  Most of these are delivered by zoom and this year have included 

Kents Cavern, the history of Devon Libraries and the Abbot’s Way.   A skills event held in 

collaboration with the Devon Archaeological Society also proved popular.  A tradition in 



recent years has been a “Society Showcase” but smallish attendances has persuaded the 

Trustees to adopt some changes to this.  This year, DHS linked with a planned event hosted 

by one of our Affiliated Societies – a Dartmoor History Day hosted by Chagford Local History 

Society.  Other events planned include a guided History Walk around Exeter. 

Affiliated Societies remain important to DHS.  Our knowledge confirms the reality of varied 

situations with the various local history groups across Devon. Whilst some have struggled 

and even folded, we are partly reassured by new ones and the healthy position of many.   

Over 50 such groups have remained affiliated to DHS with a small number of new ones this 

year.  DHS especially through Julia Neville and Martin Smith has continued to liaise with the 

societies providing guidance, response to queries, publicising events and updating the 

speakers’ list.  Collaboration extends well beyond the Affiliated Societies.  We remain 

grateful for our links and support from a wide range of national and local organisations such 

as the British Association for Local History, the Historical Association and the Universities of 

Exeter and Plymouth.  The awarding of a DHS dissertation prize for the best undergraduate 

dissertation on a local historical theme continues to be seen as an important part of DHS 

activity along with the various book awards. 

The refresh of the website has been well received.  The resources available have increased, 

for example, past editions of the Devon Historian are now accessible with a searchable 

facility as are the vast library of articles and resources associated with the Devon in the 

1920s initiative.  DHS are currently wrestling with challenge of publicising local events from 

societies whilst keeping the process manageable and accurate.   

The Newsletter has now been firmly established as an electronic only version.  The decision 

still stands that the Devon Historian stays as a hard copy publication and we are pleased 

that this decision has been applauded by members. As this report is being finalised, edition 

97 is imminent.  Rob Campbell has done a superb job taking over and continuing the high-

quality and respected journal. 

It is regularly repeated but it really is the case that organisations like DHS could not function 

without the large amounts of time and effort given by volunteers.  As chair I am highly aware 

of this commitment in so many aspects whether it be organising or delivering events, in 

producing articles, in generating publicity, in managing finances, in updating resources, in 

administration and keeping DHS in full conformity with Charity Commission requirements.  

The Board of Trustees fulfils with dedication all of these functions and more. I am grateful to 

all my fellow Trustees who each play a different and vital role in running Devon History 

Society so successfully.' 

 

Katherine Findlay 

 

 

 

 

 



Financial Reports            

Our accounting year runs from 1 May to 30 April.  

Included are: 

1. Treasurer’s Report including membership 
2. Independent Examiner’s Report 
3. Receipts and Payments Account 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

The annual financial statement and balance sheet follow this report. 

The finances of the Devon History Society continue to remain in a healthy state.  Thank you 

to all our members who have maintained their subscriptions and to our new members.  And 

thank you all for continuing to support us. 

Now that the Devon in the 1920s Project has come to an end all funds held by the Devon 

History Society are unrestricted.  All funds allocated to the Devon in the 1920s Project have 

now been spent, which accounts for the large net expenditure on the Receipts and 

Payments Account.  All other receipts and payments are broadly similar to the previous year. 

The remaining unrestricted funds are to be used in accordance with the Society’s objectives 

and at the discretion of the trustees. The Society has no reserves policy as such, but all 

surplus funds are held to further our objectives. 

I would like to thank David Conner for his detailed examination of the accounts. His report 

follows. David Conner has confirmed that he is prepared to continue in the role of 

independent examiner for the DHS accounts for the year 2026–27, if agreed by the 

members at the AGM. 

Membership 

Membership of the Devon History Society at the end of April 2026 stood at 232 members 

(coincidently, exactly the same as the previous year), with 53 affiliated local group and 12 

corporate memberships. 

 

 
Martin Smith 

1-Sep-2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of The Devon History Society 

 

Charity No:  262485 

 

 

 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Devon History Society for 

the year ended 30 April 2026. 

 

Responsibilities and basis of report 
 

As the charity trustees of the Devon History Society, you are responsible for the preparation 

of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (the Act). 

 

I report in respect of my examination of the accounts carried out under section 145 of the 

2011 Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions 

given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 

Independent Examiner’s Statement 
 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my 

attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material 

respect: 

 

1. Accounting records were not kept in respect of the Devon History Society as required 
by section 130 of the Act; or 

2. The accounts do not accord with those records; or 
3. The accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the forms 

and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 
2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view which is 
not a matter considered as part of an examination. 
 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the 

examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

 

 

Signature     Date   1-Sep-2026        

 

 

 

 

David Conner 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Devon History Society 

Receipts & Payments Account for the Year Ended 30 April 2026 

 

 2025-26 2024-25 
 Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
 £ £ £ £ 

     
Receipts     
Membership  5,551  5,456 
Donations  20   
Conference/seminars/talks  15  167 
Interest  450  752 
Gift Aid  795  694 
Devon 1920s project    1623 
Devon 1920s Restricted    755  
     

Total Receipts  6,831 755 8,692 

     
Payments     
Devon Historian  5,716  2,827 
Conference/seminars/talks    165 
Website  647  3106 
BALH/Insurance  90  90 
Administration  196  289 
Devon 1920s project   3,014 2,755 257 
Zoom   156  156 
Annual accounts – examiner    80 
AGM  185  195 
Book prizes  690  400 
FODA  20   
     

Total Payments  10,714 2,755 7,565 

     
Net of receipts/(payments)  (3,883) (2,000) 1,127 
     
Total funds brought forward  20,809 2,000 19,682 
     

Total funds carried forward  16,926 0 20,809 

     

Total  16,926 0 20,809 

     
     

  



 

 

The Devon History Society 

Balance Sheet at 30 April 2026 

 

 2025-26 2024-25 
 Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
 £ £ £ £ 
     
Funds     
     
Cash at bank     
     
Current account  929  295 
Reserve account  3,010  1,930 
Liquidity Manager account  12,987  18,584 
     

Total funds carried forward  16,926 0 20,809 

     

Total funds held  16,926 0 20,809 

     
     

 

Notes: 

 

1. The accounts are prepared on a receipts and payments basis. 
2. No remuneration has been paid to any trustee during the year. 

 

 

Approved by the Council (electronically) on 1-Sep-2026 and signed on their behalf by: 

 

Martin Smith    Treasurer 

 

1-Sep-2026 

 

 



Events    

2025-2026 saw a range of online and in-person events.  Maisie Jepson took over the role of 

Events Co-ordinator following the excellent work of her predecessor Marie Leverett.  The 

face-to-face events included a talk at the October AGM where John Tomkins, the Director of 

Emberlense Productions and the Riviera Film Festival spoke of his techniques for recording 

Devon history.  November saw an event at the Heritage Centre held jointly with the Devon 

Archaeological Society which covered more aspects of the Killerton excavations and a wills 

project.  The Society Showcase was of a different format this year being linked to an existing 

venture co-ordinated by Chagford Local History Society comprising a Dartmoor History Day.  

It was held in early July.  The zoom online talks during the year have included Kents Cavern, 

medieval monastic routes and a history of Devon libraries.  Planning is already advanced for 

future events including the history of the St Aubyn family and the Plymouth blitz as well as 

linking in to the methodologies of the most recent DHS book award winners.  A forthcoming 

in-person event is being planned on the pitfalls and opportunities of AI in historical research.  

Although completed in November 2025 mention needs to be made of the success of the 

Festival of Devon in the 1920s which followed the research project on the 1920s.  By the end 

of the Festival the huge efforts and commitment of Julia Neville had resulted in over 50 

events and exhibitions and the involvement of more than 60 organisations.  

Maisie Jepson 

 

Affiliated Societies 

The number of societies affiliated to Devon History Society has continued to show a slight 

increase overall, although the numbers of new joiners were offset by the loss of three 

smaller societies, two of which had decided to disband. DHS was delighted to help to 

promote the Dartmoor History Day this year organised by Chagford Local History Society 

with support from other local groups. Our affiliated societies range from the very small to the 

very large and operate in a range of different ways.  DHS Newsletters give a vivid picture of 

the extensive programmes of talks offered by some groups, while others are focused more 

specifically on a museum or heritage centre, on the development and maintenance of 

archives and on research.  

Julia Neville 

 

Publications  

The Devon Historian  

During the year edition 96 appeared the first edited by Rob Campbell.  It was positively 

received and praised for its range and quality of articles.  Again the previous editor Mike 

Sampson needs to be commended for the quality journal and the efficient handover to Rob.   

The whole process has been rewarding helped by effective systems and reliable publishers.  

The next edition had been completed and was scheduled for print at the time of this report.  

Minor adjustments have been made to the process including some revision to the style guide 

including addressing the issue of AI.    The journal’s each extends well beyond Devon. For 

example, an article by Clare Greener was an award winner in the 2025-2026 BALH 

publication awards in the long article category.  The article was entitled “Returning 



Servicemen and the Growth of Smallholdings in the 1920s”.  This is by no means the first 

time an article in The Devon Historian has received a national award.  Consideration is also 

being given to copyright issues regarding articles.  As any editor will note, the ideal situation 

is a backlog of quality articles.  More are always welcome.  A huge thanks as well for the 

superb work of Paul Auchterlonie for his dedication and effectiveness as reviews editor – this 

is just a vital aspect and contributes so much to the quality of the journal. 

Rob Campbell 

 

The Newsletter 

Digital editions of the society’s newsletter, Devon History News, were published in August 

2025 and in February and August 2026. Articles have included an analysis of a 19th century 

picture of Ottery St Mary church by my predecessor as Editor Chris Wakefield; a welcome 

contribution from the former BBC Arts Correspondent Nick Higham; the history of sailing in 

our maritime county; the eventful lives of four England rugby players from Devon; book 

reviews, obituaries, and reports on the society’s awards.  Hopefully members appreciate the 

newsletter’s value in keeping them aware of society initiatives such as Devon in the 1920s 

and the forthcoming Crime and Community Policing project, events and publications of local 

interest, and news about those engaged in local research, both individually and collectively.   

A grateful thanks to Julia Neville and Martin Smith for their assistance in requesting articles 

from members, the Chair, Katherine Findlay, for writing an introductory piece for each 

edition, and all the DHS members and others who have submitted articles and information. 

 

Brian Carpenter   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM 2025 

The draft minutes of the AGM are attached with notice of the 2026 AGM.  Additional copies 

can be obtained from the secretary (tlomas@outlook.com) . 

 

 

mailto:tlomas@outlook.com

