
1 

 

THE DEVON HISTORIAN 
JOURNAL OF THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY 

Hon. Editor: Dr Rob Campbell 

Tel: 07985 389237 Email: robcampbellmedia@gmail.com 

 
The Devon Historian is the annual journal of the Devon History Society, and is 

received by all members. The Society welcomes the submission of articles from 
members and non-members of the Society on any aspect of the history of Devon. 
Back issues of the journal are available on the Society’s website, and will give an idea 
of the type of material published.  
  

GENERAL NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS  
 
The Devon Historian publishes researched articles which should not exceed 4,000 
words in length, excluding references. We welcome the submission of shorter articles, 
but non-referenced material, notes and news items are not published in The Devon 
Historian. They may, however, be suitable for publication in the Society’s biannual 
newsletter, Devon History News. Authors should not submit articles to The Devon 
Historian which are under consideration for publication elsewhere. The Editor will be 
happy to discuss ideas in advance of submission. When you submit your article, be 
sure also to give: 

• your contact details 

• a brief abstract of the article 

• written permission from the copyright owners to use photographs, illustrations 
etc.. 

 

STYLE GUIDE  
 
We ask that contributors follow the style guide as closely as possible when submitting 

articles for consideration. 

Format: Text should be in MS Word format and standard sized margins maintained, 
and font should be Arial 12 point. Other than the first paragraph and immediately after 
subheadings, the first line of each paragraph should be indented. Headings may be 
used to divide the text into sections. 
Spacing: leave single spaces between words and after punctuation (including initials 
in names, e.g. A. M. Brown NOT A.M. Brown OR AM Brown).  
Abbreviations: Contracted forms of words that end in the same letter as the full form 
do not require a full-stop: e.g. Dr, Mr, Ms, Revd, St; other abbreviations require a full-
stop, such as ed., p., pp., vol., a.m., p.m. Acronyms take no full stops and are closed: 
MP  TUC  MA BA  QC  EU.  
Circa (used with dates) to be given as c.1650 (the ‘c.’ italicised, and no space before 
the date).  
Commas should be used for large numerals over 1,000, such as 25,000 and £2,500.  
Dates should be in the form 22 September 1750.  
Italicise the names of books, journals, newspapers, the names of ships, foreign words 
and phrases not commonly used in English.  
Numbers up to twenty to be written in full (although the original format should be 
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followed in quoted material).  
Use of Tense: the past tense should be used when referring to historical people, 
ideas, and events.  
Quotations: Single inverted commas should be used, except that quotations within 
quotations should be within double inverted commas. Quotations of more than FOUR 
lines in length should have a single-line space before and after, and should be 
indented, but without quotation marks at the beginning or end. In such cases 
quotations within the quotation should be in single inverted commas. The font size of 
display text should be one size down from main text, e.g. 11 point. The reference 
number should follow the quotation (for referencing see later).  

• [sic] should be used to indicate an odd spelling or quoted word.  

• an ellipsis (…) should be used to indicate the omission of text within a quotation, 
such as ‘the only decent houses in Kenton-town are those in the possession of 
Mr Collyns … and of the Rev. R. Polwhele’.  

• additions to quoted matter should be placed within square brackets, e.g. ‘we 
present the Church of Rose Ash as reduced to, and left [by] the Dean Rural for 
the last fifteen months in a most unseemly condition’.  

 
REFERENCING  

 
References to sources used in the text and to explanatory notes are to be in the form 

of ‘footnotes’, i.e., to be placed at the bottom of the page on which they are found in 

the text. The footnotes should be Arial 11 point font. While footnotes may include 

supporting context and detail, they should not overwhelm the main article with 

significant new narratives and arguments. In the text reference numbers should be in 

sequence using Superscript Arabic numerals (e.g. 7) following the note or reference 

to which they refer. The number should be placed after the punctuation, such as a 

full stop or comma, and in the cases of a quotation the order should be inverted 

comma, full stop (or comma], number. 

Example of the use of a superscript reference number within the text  
John Oldfield suggests that Clarkson’s Essay constituted a central part of the 
abolitionist strategy which he devised with Richard Phillips.6

 
 

 

Example of the reference as it should be cited in the footnotes  
6 John Oldfield, Popular Politics and British Anti-Slavery: The Mobilisation of Public Opinion 

against the Slave Trade 1787-1807 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1995), 16-

20.  

Subsequent reference IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE ABOVE to be given as 
6 Ibid., 36. 

Subsequent references ELSEWHERE should be given as 
6 Oldfield, Popular Politics, 39. 

 

Example of the reference of AN EDITOR AND MULTIPLE VOLUMES  

Norman Davis (ed.), Paston Letters and Papers of the Fifteenth Century, 2 vols, (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 1971-6), ii, 116. 

Subsequent references  
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Davis, Paston Letters and Papers, ii, 117.  

 

Book, if the reference is NOT THE FIRST EDITION  

Henry D. Rack, Reasonable Enthusiast: John Wesley and the Rise of Methodism, 3rd 

edn. (London: Epworth Press, 2002), 93–96.  

Subsequent reference  

Rack, Reasonable Enthusiast, 101.  

 

Example of reference of CHAPTER IN AN EDITED BOOK, page run of chapter 

should be given (38-61 in this case)  

Mark Brayshay, ‘Plymouth’s Past: So Worthy and Peerless a Western Port’, pp. 38-61, in 

Brian Chalkley, David Dunkerley and Peter Gripaios (eds.), Plymouth, Maritime City in 

Transition, (Newton Abbot: David and Charles, 1991), 45. 

Subsequent reference 

Brayshay, ‘Plymouth’s Past’, 50. 

 

Example of reference to JOURNAL ARTICLE, as above page run to be given. 
P. R. L. Brown, ‘Religious Dissent in the Later Roman Empire: The Case of North Africa’, pp. 
83-101, History, 46 (1961), 84. 

Subsequent reference 
Brown, ‘Religious Dissent’, 93. 

 

PRIMARY SOURCES. 

The archive name should be listed first, followed by the call number of the documents. 

This may be sufficient information, but brief description details and dates can be 

provided. 

Example: 

Leicestershire Record Office 12D/32/1-5. Court Rolls of the Manor of Burbage and Sketchley, 

1785-1865. 

 

NOTE: No separate bibliography is required.  
 

ABBREVIATIONS 
 

Those journals and archives most commonly used in articles concerning Devon can 

be abbreviated as follows: 
 BL British Library  
 DCNQ  Devon and Cornwall Notes and Queries  
 DCRS Devon and Cornwall Record Society  
 DEI   Devon and Exeter Institution  
 DHC   Devon Heritage Centre  
 ECA Exeter Cathedral Archives  
 NDRO North Devon Record Office  
 DNB            Dictionary of National Biography  
 SDNQ  Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries  
 PATB Plymouth Archives: The Box 
 SHC   Somerset Heritage Centre  
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 TDA Transactions of the Devonshire Association  
 TEDAS  Transactions of the Exeter Diocesan Architectural Society  
 TDH  The Devon Historian  
 TNA The National Archives 

 

ILLUSTRATIONS  
 
Authors are welcome to supply relevant illustrations/tables/graphs if they are of a 
quality high enough for printing. A rough guide to image quality is file size: anything 
below 250kb might struggle, and 500kb plus is better. Larger files are welcome, but 
please email the editor about how best to send them. Jpeg format is preferred. 

It is the responsibility of contributors to assure the editor of permission to use 
images, and to include not only captions but attribution details within captions. These 
details, and the style in which they are presented, may vary according to image source, 
but these common styles are a good start: 

For an image from a Creative Commons source: [Title of image] by [Author's 
Name/Username] is licensed under [License Type]. 

For images in the public domain: The Starry Night by Vincent van Gogh is in 
the public domain. Source: Museum of Modern Art, New York City. 

For copyrighted images used with permission: Used with permission from 
[Source Name]. 

For the author’s own images: Sunset over the mountains, photograph by 
author. Or, Title of Photograph [Photograph]. (Year) From the author's personal 
collection. 

Images, captions and attribution details should be submitted in a separate file 
from the main body of text. Contributors should indicate the preferred location of an 
illustration in the main body of text as ‘Insert figure no.?’ – the number matching the 
number submitted on the separate file. 
 

 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) 

The Devon Historian does not accept submissions authored by generative AI tools. If 

you have used AI tools, for example, to analyse data, please provide a description of 

that process. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

To be given under a separate heading at the end of the article. 
 

SUBMISSION AND AFTERWARDS 
 
Completed contributions should be submitted by email to the Editor, Dr Rob 
Campbell, robcampbellmedia@gmail.com. All papers will be read by the editor to 
decide whether they are suitable for publication, and may be sent to a specialist 
reader for constructive comment, and then returned to the author for amendment if 
required. Once the author and the editor are satisfied with the final version of the 
text, the article will be submitted to the printer for typesetting.  Please be aware that 
because the page-size of the final volume is smaller than that of the submitted work 

mailto:robcampbellmedia@gmail.com
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the appearance of the article will change, and it is not always possible to place the 
illustrations/tables/graphs in the desired location. Once typeset, proofs of the volume 
will be sent to the editor for correcting possible typos. 
 
Copyright: Articles published in The Devon Historian are the copyright of The Devon 
History Society. Authors are responsible for obtaining permission to quote from 
copyright sources and it is most important that proof of all reproduction 
permissions is to accompany the article when submitted. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


