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From the Chair

Welcome to the August 2025 edition of Devon History News. The Society is
run entirely by volunteers, most of us in the role of trustee. I'm delighted that
one of my colleagues on the board, Dr Julia Neville, has been honoured with
a prestigious personal achievement award by the British Association of Local History (BALH).
I’m lucky enough to have worked with Julia in various settings for the last decade. I’'m very
grateful for the generosity with which she shares her expertise and her unflagging support for
other researchers in the county. Read more about her award on page 8.

Julia is particularly well known in Devon for her championing of women both in history and as
historians. Ordinary craftswomen are often lost to history, particularly those skilled in traditional-
ly female work. On page 9, Tony Gale asks if anyone has ever heard of an intriguing rumour
concerning an anonymous seamstress from Crediton during the Second World War. Could the
story be true?

Today, in Torquay, an all-female team of intrepid cave researchers is discovering remarkable
graffiti at Kents Cavern. Find out how they are building on the legacy of the great cave archae-
ologist Father John McEnery on pages 11 to 15.

Meanwhile, in the more comfortable surroundings of the Devon Heritage Centre, local historians
can now listen to the recordings of the Parishscapes project, which captured a wealth of memo-
ries voiced by older people in East Devon from 2006-2010. Phil Planel tells us more on page
16.

| hope you enjoy reading!

Katherine Findlay

Graffiti from Kents Cavern (see page 9)



Editorial

Earlier this year, the award-winning Julia Neville (see page 8), who assumed responsibility for
liaison with affiliated societies from Abi Gray at the start of this year, conducted a survey in order
that the DHS Council could gain a clearer perspective of the activities, interests and concerns of
those societies now that we are a quarter century into this millennium. Our intention is that the
thoughts of the societies and their members will inform the DHS’s overall strategy as we move
forward. | should also say that the views of individual members of the DHS are equally important
to us, and any member who wishes to communicate with the Council can do so via the contact
page on our website.

A key element of this, as Julia says in her article on pages 5 and 6, is for us to analyse the ways
in which we can assist with research, and later this year Julia will be conducting a further survey,
concentrating on active and planned research. As a result of that it is hoped that the DHS can
continue to take an active role in bringing researchers together, whether informally or via further
projects such as Devon in the 1920s. Incidentally, some readers will be aware that the Friends
of Devon’s Archives have recently coordinated a strand of the wider project, Torquay in the 20s,
which included the production of two films. These will be shown at the Devon Heritage Centre
on Monday 6th October as part of an afternoon dedicated to the 1920s and the seaside. The film
-maker, John Tomkins, will be speaking, and will do so again after the AGM at Exeter Central Li-
brary the following Saturday (see page 10). Further details of the event at the Heritage Centre
will be circulated soon.

Elsewhere in this issue, Chris Wakefield has again delved into the rapidly developing world of
Artificial Intelligence. While | am dubious about the effects of Al on wider society, there are cer-
tain to be ways in which technological developments in this area will be transformational. | was
reminded of this when | recently gave a talk at the annual Local History Day at Crediton Library,
always so capably organised by Mark Norman. | had transcribed a number of Quarter Sessions
documents and, among the questions afterwards, someone asked whether we had reached the
stage where Al could have done the job more quickly (and perhaps more competently) than |
could.

My practical experience in this area is negligible, but Chris Wakefield mentions Exeter Universi-
ty’s ongoing Material Culture of Wills project, which has been taking some initial steps in using Al
to transcribe documents. As this ability develops and is refined — as it surely will be — it has the
potential to transform the administration of archives and their use for research. We are in the
early stages of planning a further event at the Heritage Centre for late November, which | hope
will feature the wills project and Al. Once again, details will be sent to members as soon as they
are finalised.

Brian Carpenter


https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/hjsmith/the-material-culture-of-wills-england-1540-1790/about/research

Taking stock of the current state of

research into Devon'’s history

At the last meeting of the Devon History Society Council, Trustees discussed how to take for-
ward our statement of purpose, to ‘support and celebrate new research to engage audiences
with Devon’s rich past’. We agreed that our events, publications and publicity do much to fur-
ther that aim, but we concluded that we could do more to raise awareness of what research is
underway and identify how we might support it. This meant that we should initiate some work to
explore this.

| volunteered to see how we might take this forward, and this piece is by way of giving notice
that later this year I'll be seeking information from members, local groups and other sources dur-
ing the autumn about what research is under way. In thinking how | might take this forward |
was alerted by Paul Auchterlonie to two publications produced by the long-vanished Centre for
South Western Historical Studies in 1988 and 1992, entitled ‘Register of Current Research’ (see
illustration). More than that, since historians are a long-lived species, its compiler, Mike Dob-
son, is still around and was very happy to share his experience of compiling it and offer useful
pointers.

Register of
Current Research

Edited by Mike Dobson

Centre for South-Western
Historical Studies 1992

Unlike the Centre for SW Historical Studies, we will keep our remit to Devon, but like them we
shall want to adopt a broad definition of Devon’s history, not neglecting the wide range of disci-
plines that fall within it. The 1988 register (as an example) lists an array of sorts of historical re-
search: ‘agrarian, architectural, artefacts, the arts, demographic, economic, education, environ-
mental, folklore, genealogical, industrial, landscape, maritime, medicine (health), military, place-
names, political, religious, rural, social, transport, urban’ ... and no doubt some of you could
think of others, perhaps ones that have become more fashionable in recent years.

Naturally there may be some people who would prefer not to have their ideas shared, particular-
ly if at a very early formative stage, but we hope others will welcome the opportunity to make
their plans known to a wider community of Devon researchers. I'll have no inhibition, for exam-
ple, in listing the latest project of the Poltimore Estate Research Society, a history of Poltimore
Church with a particular focus on the interface between village residents and the church rather
than an exclusive focus on the fabric and the contents. We’d welcome the chance to connect

with others who might have trodden a similar path or by thinking about so doing in the future. 5



Please, therefore, think about your own research interests, and when our survey lands in your
inbox later this autumn, do help us create a full picture by responding! In the meantime if you
would like to assist in any way in the preparatory work on compiling the questionnaire, suggest-
ing the range of organizations and individuals to contact, or assisting with the analysis, please
contact me on |.f.neville@btinternet.com

Julia Neville

Festival of Devon in the 1920s News

As | write this, at the end of July, we are more than halfway through the programme of events
and exhibitions that form the Festival of Devon in the 1920s. | do hope you’ve been able to
come along to one or more of what’s in the programme. Many thanks to all those who have con-
tributed by organizing something in their community.

To mention everyone involved would be too long a list for a newsletter, but | will specifically men-
tion the work of our affiliated societies:

. Buckfastleigh Historical Society for their exhibition at the Valiant Soldier (which you can still
visit);

. Chudleigh History Group and Helen Turnbull for Chudleigh in the 1920s (reported else-
where in this edition);

. Dartmoor Trust, especially Tony Clark, with the collaboration of Peter Mason, who seized
the window of opportunity of a slot at the High Moor Visitor Centre;

. Dartmouth History Research Group, particularly Jonathan Turner, for the Dartmouth in the
1920s jazz evening;

. Dawlish History Group and Dawlish historians Suzanne and Clare Greener for the Dawlish
in the 1920s day;

. Devon Rural Archive for hosting the Seale Hayne and Farming in the 1920s exhibitions

. Whimple Heritage Centre for their new installation about Whiteways Cyder in the 1920s
(still on view) and their Popular Songs of the 1920s event.

They all did a great job to engage their communities and visitors and bring Devon 100 years ago
to life.

We still have three months of the Festival to run. If you haven’t used our website,
www.devontwentiesfestival.co.uk before, do take a look. If you have holiday visitors, why not
take them along to one of the exhibitions? And join our mailing list, via the contact form on the
website, to be kept updated about what’s coming up. We still have some surprises up our
sleeves.

Julia Neville


mailto:j.f.neville@btinternet.com
http://www.devontwentiesfestival.co.uk

Popular Songs of the 1920s, Whimple

Dawlish in the 1920s



Award for Renowned Devon Historian

Dr Julia Neville has been awarded one of two personal achievement awards given this year by
the British Association of Local History (BALH). The formal announcement was made at BALH’s
AGM held on 22" May. Julia is of course well-known for her huge involvement in local history
throughout Devon but it was pleasing to see a wider recognition for her work and achievements.

Speaking at the AGM, the chair of BALH, Dr Paul Dryburgh, referred to a range of Julia’s past
and current activities noting that she has been a major part of the Devon local history scene for
many years, having written, organised and lectured on many aspects of Devon’s history. Her
contribution has been recognised by the University of Exeter where she is an honorary research
fellow in history. Reference was made to her successful role as a community historian support-
ing local people to develop stories about the pasts of their communities.

Julia will be well known to members of DHS where she is a trustee and currently a leading light
especially with regard to the Affiliated Societies and the successful Devon in the 1920s project.
Paul Dryburgh also drew attention to Julia’s other roles such as membership of the South West
Heritage Trust’'s Devon Remembers Heritage Project Steering Group, her leadership of a suc-
cessful National Lottery Heritage Fund project for the Exeter Local History Society on War Hos-
pitals, her co-ordination of group research on early Victorian schools and Devon Suffrage activ-
ists. Paul Dryburgh’s citation also noted more recent activities such as leading a research group
at the Devon and Exeter Institution, the research co-ordination at the Poltimore Estate Research
Society and committee membership of the West of England and South Wales Women’s History
Network.

What is perhaps not so widely appreciated is her wide range of publications including a range of
academic articles such as in Southern History, Medical History, Women'’s History Review, The
Devon Historian, Studies in Church History and the Institute of Historical Research Conference
series. Some of her contributions have been to broader historical work such as Routledge’s, Ru-
ral Urban Relationships in the nineteenth century.

The AGM was also told of Julia’s superb efficiency and organisational skills, something many in
Devon will be well aware of including her role in co-ordinating and producing research papers,
newsletters, conferences and events. Dr Dryburgh noted finally the detailed and helpful guid-
ance to many people and organisations all done in a self-effacing and modest way.

It was not possible for Julia to receive the award in person but DHS were delighted to be able to
formally present the certificate on behalf of BALH at their trustees’ meeting at Ivybridge in June
(see cover photo).

Tim Lomas



| WAS CHURCHILL’S SEAMSTRESS
Land Girl’'s amazing revelations

Crediton Museum’s Home Front exhibition commemorating the end of World War Two includes
some exhibits — surprise, surprise - on the Women’s Land Army.

We encourage visitors to tell us any Home Front stories they may have. This one surprised us.

“A few years ago, | had a casual conversation with an old lady in hospital. She told me she’d
been a Land Girl during the War, although her real talent lay in tailoring. This had been noted,
and she was asked to demonstrate her skills. Next thing she knew, she was told to sign the Offi-
cial Secrets Act, sent to a ‘secret’ location and put to work, with others, making a man’s suit from
very good quality materials. The rumour was that it was a suit for Winston Churchill, and that the
powers-that-be wanted him to be well-dressed without letting on that he was getting new clothes
while ordinary people were struggling with rationing”

Was it true? It's one of those stories from history which — true or not — give us valuable insights
into what people thought at the time.

Our visitor said she’d encouraged the old lady to write down her story and perhaps send it to the
papers. Has anyone else heard this? Has anyone got similar stories? We’d love to hear them...

Tony Gale

Crediton Museum’s 2025 Exhibition The Home Front : Crediton in World War Two runs until Octo-
ber. We’re open 10am to 4pm every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, and 11am to 2pm every
Saturday. Further details at hitp://creditonhistory.org.uk/history-society/the-home-front.aspx



http://creditonhistory.org.uk/history-society/the-home-front.aspx
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Devon Archives & Local Studies Service

As reported in the last edition of Devon History News, the service received a grant of more than
£178,000 from the National Lottery Heritage Fund to preserve and promote the Isca Photographic
Collection. The Project Officer, Kitty Vega, started in April and is working with a group of volun-
teers and the Devon Heritage Centre’s conservation staff to sort, digitise, catalogue and promote
this remarkable collection of photographic material. The results of their work will begin to become
evident in 2026, including an exhibition at the Custom House on Exeter Quay.

A significant project to amalgamate the wide-ranging component papers of the Dartington Hall
Trust Archive into a single catalogue has been completed. It will now be easier for researchers to
navigate the Dartington archive, which is one of the most heavily used collections held at the Her-
itage Centre.

Substantial financial support for the North Devon Record Office has been received from a number
of Town and Parish Councils, and other organisations in the North Devon and Torridge District
Council areas, including Bideford and Barnstaple Town Councils and the Bideford Bridge Trust.

A five-year service agreement with the North Devon Athenaeum was renewed in January, with
the Head of Devon Archives providing strategic oversight for the service, in addition to continuing
administrative support from the wider Trust.

Staff members Brian Carpenter and Stuart Tyler took part in one of the two films that were made
in connection with the Friends of Devon’s Archives’ Torquay in the 20s strand of the Devon in the
1920s project. The films can be viewed on the South West Heritage Trust YouTube channel, and
the Director, John Tomkins, will be the keynote speaker at the DHS AGM in October.

Brian Carpenter

Kents Cavern: an appreciation of John McEnery and the start of a new

recording project

In Summer 1825 John McEnery, then employed as chaplain to the Cary family at Torre Abbey
and serving as Catholic priest to a large area of South Devon, ‘chanced to hear a friend ...
express his intention to join an exploring party...” heading to Kents Cavern.

‘| was invited to join them’. This is the simple statement at the start of McEnery’s handwritten
notes on his extraordinary exploration of the cavern, which, along with further work in nearby An-
stey’s Cove, clearly demonstrated, for the first time, that the origin of the human race was consid-
erably earlier than the date of 4000 BC calculated by Archbishop Usher in 1650. McEnery’s pa-
pers survive in their original and unedited form in the Torquay Museum archive. They were near-
ly lost when his effects were dispersed at auction after his death in 1841. but were saved and lat-
er published, in 1859, in highly condensed form, by Edward Vivian and subsequently published in
full ten years later, in the Transactions of the Devonshire Association (Volume 3, 1869), by Wil-
liam Pengelly. These early documents are so useful to subsequent researchers in Kents Cavern
because McEnery carefully observed everything as he explored, recording every tooth, tool and
bone he saw and took notes, which he was hoping to work up into a volume for publication.

11



As early as 1828 McEnery produced a prospectus for his proposed book, but did not proceed with
publication. There has been much discussion over the succeeding years as to whether he failed
to publish because he was conflicted by the clash of scientific fact with his religious beliefs, or
whether he abandoned publication because of exterior criticism. John McEnery was deeply com-
mitted to his religion, to the extent of remaining in Ireland at his seminary in Limerick when, in
1822, his parents and most of his siblings emigrated from Limerick to Baltimore in the Unites
States. However, there is no evidence to support the view that he found the facts he uncovered
about the antiquity of humanity to be incompatible with his beliefs. Indeed, he clearly states ‘While
I incline to the opinion of the Post Diluvian origin of these flints, | feel in candour obliged to state
the ground which would seem to countenance the opposite hypothesis’ (McEnery manuscript,
Fascicule C, page 159). Close examination of his surviving manuscripts and letters further con-
firms his conviction, and shows that while he altered and erased frequently in the search for clari-
ty, the reasons for non-publication were purely financial. Publication at the time was often by sub-
scription and despite his best efforts he was unable to obtain enough support to cover the cost.

Apart from a short, illustrated account: Teeth and bones found in Kents Hole near Torquay, Dev-
on, of October 1825, McEnery was never to see his work published, although a number of superb
plates do survive in Torquay Museum, along with his original manuscripts.

John McEnery died in 1841 at the early age of 44, his health severely weakened by the rigours of
working below ground, in particular an incident early in his explorations, when working his way
into an unexplored area he was overcome by ‘foul air’ which left him unconscious. He was res-
cued by Walsh, one of his workmen. “To whom | am indebted for my life’. This accident left him
unwell for several weeks and it seems his health never recovered.

Figure 1: One of the illustrations from John McEnery's proposed book

In 2022, almost two hundred years after John McEnery and party entered Kents Cavern, the his-
toric graffiti recording group, Raking Light, were asked by the management of Kents Cavern to
visit with a view to recording historic graffiti as part of the Cave Conservation Plan, and potentially
carrying out research to identify some of the people whose names are recorded. Several mem-
bers of the team are experienced cavers and have studied prehistoric as well as historic cave art
and graffiti, while others have been drawn to the group through historical or archaeological inter-
ests. An all-female recording team was assembled for the project.
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Kents Cavern is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, a Site of Special Scientific Interest and part of
the English Riviera UNESCO Geopark. The Cave Conservation Plan recognises the importance
of documenting and to report on the condition of the inscriptions within the caves, particularly in
more vulnerable areas where information is being, or has already been, lost to calcite deposition.
In view of the sensitive nature of the site, a non-invasive form of cave archaeology and recording
has been adopted.

For the 21st century cave recording project, John McEnery’s rigorous work means that, in addi-
tion to his groundbreaking palaeontological and geological observations, at least some of the in-
scriptions and graffiti present in the 1820s and 30s have also been recorded, along with the al-
ready deteriorating condition of some now considered lost. McEnery states in his manuscript ‘in
some a letter or a syllable is overlaid by a thin membrane...in others the entire inscription is
glazed over — but still the fluid following the indentations of the characters has left a faint track of
the original’.  What is even more helpful is that at various points McEnery records the names of
his companions and workmen, giving information on who else was in the cavern at that time.

In 2025 Raking Light started to examine the area leading off from Bear’s Den, named ‘Crypt of
Dates’ by William Pengelly in 1869, who bestowed this dramatic title on discovering that the
chamber was full of ‘hundreds of inscriptions’. A similar impression had been made on John
McEnery, nearly 50 years earlier, who, ‘approaching from one of the entrances now unused’, saw
‘innumerable inscriptions on the sides and floor...” This is clearly a ripe hunting ground for graffi-
ti recorders and work in this area in 2024 confirmed an impression gained by the modern record-
ing team on a first reconnaissance visit in Summer 2022.

Access to the Crypt of Dates in the 21st century is, perhaps surprisingly, more difficult that it was
in the early 19th. Pengelly’s excavations removed considerable amounts of material from the
floors in all areas, amounting on some days to cartloads. In 1825 McEnery and his friends
walked in ‘in a stooping posture’, but with a continuous, if uneven, floor across Bear’s Den and
into the larger of the openings to the Crypt of Dates. The access from Bear’s Den now requires a
ladder, ropes and a certain amount of agility. A second access is possible from a corner of the
south-west passage adjacent to Bear’s Den up a narrow tunnel rising up into the end chamber of
the crypt. Again, this now needs a ladder for the initial access where the more athletic past visi-
tors would have simply crawled through. This is probably the route used by McEnery when he
noted dates on the sides and floor of the passage.

Figure 2: Rigging the access, 2025
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After the initial rigging of the Bear’s Den access point and the installation of safety lines, names
were found on both the side bosses and on the lip of the overhang into Bear’s Den, along with a
considerable amount of mud and dust washed down from the roof and now forming a semi-liquid
covering over the whole area. The Crypt of Dates itself was in a similar condition, although it
seemed that water ingress following the exceptionally wet weather in 2024 had uncovered far
more inscriptions than had been visible in 2022. It was clear that John McEnery had not been
exaggerating the sheer volume of inscriptions.

Figure 3: Entry to the Crypt from the smaller passage

Work has started in the Crypt of Dates, with the aim of recording and photographing all the in-
scriptions surviving there and producing a measured plan of the inscribed walls. Because of time
constraints on the recording activities in the caves (which are open every day except Christmas
Day) and the need to rig the area for safety, the project may well need to expand to account for
all of them.

Figure 4: Inscription on the lip of Crypt of Dates: 'George Moor 1685’
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Figure 5: Boss at the entrance to Crypt of Dates

This summer, 2025, we therefore invite you to raise a glass to Father John McEnery, of Limerick
and Torre Abbey, on the 200th anniversary of his first visit to the Cavern. In addition to his writ-
ten records, of so much use to the current recording project, his foresight in leaving part of the
cave deposit unexcavated for future scientists enabled a British Association re-examination (1870
—77) of Kents Cavern by Pengelly, which confirmed McEnery’s earlier findings. McEnery’s pio-
neering work, the first to be undertaken with a truly analytical, objective, point of view, is still rele-
vant today and forms part of the foundation of cave studies.

Figure 6: John McEnery in later life

15



Rebecca Ireland

Raking Light https://rakinglight.co.uk

Acknowledgements:

With thanks to Barry Chandler and staff at Torquay Museum for access to the unpublished docu-
ments in the museum archive, and to James Hull and Elliot Ling and staff at Kents Cavern for
their continuing help and support.

The Raking Light team comprises Linda Wilson, Anthea Hawdon and Rebecca Ireland, who have
been assisted by Jan Walker, Mia Jacobs, Graham Mullan, Chris Proctor and the late Tony Boy-
cott, whose archival research was of immense value.

Kents Cavern is open every day from 10.00 a.m. https://www.kents-cavern.co.uk

Torquay Museum is open from Wednesday to Sunday from 10.00 a.m. https:/torquaymuseum.org

Parishscapes Oral History Interviews

The Parishscapes Project (2006-2010) oral history interviews can now be consulted at the Devon
Heritage Centre (DHC). The project was run by the East Devon Area of Natural Beauty (now
East Devon National Landscape). The original mini digital video cassette tapes were deposited
with the DHC at the end of the project but at the time this was not a format the DHC could play.

The 33 video interviews are centred on occupations and life stories which enhance our under-
standing of the East Devon Landscape. Many of the interviewees have sadly passed away, but
their contributions to our collective memory will live after them. Each interview lasts between 30-
60 minutes. Some of the interviews were conducted out in the landscape.

If you wish to find out about the cutting down of the hardwoods on West Hill after World War 1I;
hedge laying at Northleigh; the gypsy communities who lived on Farway; the Beer lime industry;
the Ottery St Mary brickworks; the Colyton oak tannery; the last Budleigh fisherman; farming; tra-
ditional boat building; trades and skills, and many other aspects of the East Devon landscape,
then book a visit to the Devon Heritage Centre.

How to access the interviews

You will need to book a visit to the Devon Heritage Centre: https://swheritage.org.uk/devon-
archives/. First, find the interview/s you are looking for on the online catalogue and note the ref-
erences. Return to the home page and book a visit to the DHC. You will be asked which inter-
views (up to 4), you wish to consult.

The conditions of use for the videos are similar to those for original documents.
Phil Planel
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Al Update

In the wake of my raptures about the potential for Al freebee software to translate medieval doc-
uments (see Devon History News Number 35, February 2025), | now feel | should supplement
that enthusiasm with a more cautionary note about limitations and difficulties. | have some tenta-
tive small scale research to report to you, but before that | thought it might be useful to map out
the territory for more generalised discussion, from what | have learned as a lay user of Al.

The controversy around Atrtificial Intelligence technology makes for scary stories in the tabloids,
but alongside that is a deeper public concern that Al is just everywhere, in social media, appear-
ing in places where you didn't ask for it or require its help. There is also a lively debate about the
legitimacy of Al's training system, which is basically to allow them to scour the entire internet and
any other accessible (or unprotected) data source for information and then churn this around with
mysterious 'machine learning' processes before presenting it to users as an all-knowing human-
like robot capable of intelligent dialogue. At the more combative end of this debate lies some
radical economic and political thinking that characterises the tech revolution as moving the world
beyond capitalism into (hold tight for this) "Technofeudalism' or 'Algorithmic rents' (https://
www.theguardian.com/world/2023/sep/24/yanis-varoufakis-technofeudalism-capitalism-ukraine-
interview) which suggest that Al is just a new way to make money from the effort of others.
Who'd have thought it? On the other hand it's already a tradition in the software industry that us-
ers supply the final part of the sales effort (unpaid) by finding out what wrong with the beta ver-
sion of the next release.

Anyway, moving swiftly on to more practical affairs, | can tell you that the output | described in
the February article very closely resembles output the from the same questions presented to Mi-
crosoft's 'Copilot', and the Chinese free Al offering 'DeepSeek’. That was six months ago, and
there are now dozens more free Al options | could choose from to make comparisons, but the
speed of technology expansion makes that impractical. | have found obvious errors in other
(mainly historical) output from ChatGPT and have mostly corrected those along with a waggy-
finger rebuke, which | then worry is superfluous use of electrical power/damaging the planet fur-
ther, while improving the reliability of a machine which generates income for an industry of ques-
tionable moral purpose or integrity (table thump!).

From these brief experiments | suspect that the data stash for the freebee Al market is the same
for all of them. What happens if you pay cash for a 'better system', | know not. But at this point |
ought to mention a very ambitious Al assisted project that Exeter University is working on to dis-
cover social attitudes to personal property over a 250 year period of early modern English histo-
ry. The project is called "The Material Culture of Wills: England 1540-1790’ and is transcribing
and analysing 25,000 wills registered with the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, to extract rec-
ords of the goods that people bequeathed to their relatives and inter alia what they thought and
felt about the value of those goods. There is a lot of checking work that volunteers can do to
help get the system up to speed. If the work achieves its aims it will provide a huge reference
database of social and economic attitudes during the last gasp of pre industrial England. Have a
look at their website. https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/hjsmith/the-material-culture-of-wills-
england-1540-1790.

Does anyone remember the Millennium Bug? According to Wikipedia... 'A lack of clarity regard-
ing the potential dangers of the bug led some to stock up on food, water, and firearms, purchase
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backup generators, and withdraw large sums of money in anticipation of a computer-induced
apocalypse.'

In the end it wasn't a problem.
Just saying.

Chris Wakefield

BOOKS

A Ring and its World: Anglo-Saxon Exeter and Devon

Members who couldn’t attend this event on 29th March at RAMM may be interested in the booklet
which accompanied it. It includes an article by John Allan giving an up-to-date assessment of An-
glo-Saxon Exeter, and ones by Dickon Perryman on Exeter's Anglo-Saxon mints, Tom Cadbury
on the Wembworthy Ring and other finds, Emma Laws (Librarian) and Ellie Jones (Archivist) on
the Exeter Book and Anglo-Saxon charters held by Exeter Cathedral and others on the Topsham
Charter and Anglo-Saxon features of modern day Exeter. It has many colour photographs and
illustrations.

The booklet is available from the shop in RAMM and online at https://shop.rammuseum.org.uk/
products/a-ring-and-its-world-anglo-saxon-exeter-and-devon/

A Ring and its World: Anglo-Saxon Exeter and Devon — RAMM Shop price £6.50.

ANGLO-SAXON EXETER
AND DEVON

famm . Friends

OF RAMAS [ Mo By
e
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Home Front to Front Line

It will have escaped no one’s notice that this year marks the 80" anniversary of the end of World
War Two. Its impact was, of course, felt around the world, it was felt in this country and it was felt
in towns and villages.

A new book, from the Lustleigh Society, paints a picture of what life was like for those living in a
pretty little village on the edge of Dartmoor.

Home Front to Front Line; Lustleigh’s United Response in World War Two is the culmination of a
collective effort by volunteers who have each researched a particular aspect of life in this small
rural community and how everyone, young and old, played their part in contributing towards the
war effort.

An iconic image of the Second World War is that which acquired the affectionate moniker ‘Dad’s
Army’, but was officially known as the Home Guard. Although composed of those unable, for
whatever reason, to fight on the front line, they were nevertheless expected to be ready to repel
any attempts at a German invasion, albeit with quite rudimentary weapons.

They were not, however, the only men in military uniform moving around the area. While there
are no records of British soldiers active in the vicinity, the book does note that American troops
were based nearby, sometimes generating thrilling excitement among the locals.

Readers will discover the impact felt by children during World War Two despite efforts to retain
some form of normality. As well as helping at farms before and after school and wearing gas
masks en route, they were joined by evacuees who almost doubled school numbers. Interesting-
ly, although the child evacuees seem to have taken things in their stride, the older incomers
found it hard to adjust from city life.

The book also looks at the important role played by the church, and not simply from a religious
viewpoint, which was not a universal focus despite the comfort of prayer for those with loved
ones serving overseas. Often more valuable was the pastoral care administered by Reverend
Robert Ryder to parishioners and evacuees alike.

In other chapters, the role of women is explored from the challenges of rationing to roles with lo-
cal defence and invasion committees; the contribution made by Girl Guides in many aspects, not
least the provision of a library for evacuees; how tourism continued throughout the war with the
village offering ‘a haven of tranquillity’.

The first half of the book concludes with a snapshot of how the community grappled with a return
to ‘normal life’ after hostilities ceased as well as organising how they would acknowledge brave
neighbours who had been on active service, from a Welcome Home Committee to memorials to
the fallen.

It is the fallen that form the content for the second half of the book with dedicated biographies of
each of the ten men who went into battle but were never to return. Representing all three ser-
vices and all echelons of society, their common trait was one of bravery.

The book is scheduled to be unveiled by former BBC Radio Devon presenter David 'Fitz' Fitzger-
ald at The Cleave, Lustleigh on Tuesday 2" September, exactly eighty years after the official end
of World War Two.
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LUSTLEIGH’S UNITED RESPONSE
IN WORLD WAR TWO

EDITED BY CHRIS WILSON
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Review

Derek Tait, Now That’s What I Call Plymouth (Stroud: Amberley Publishing,
2025), 96 pp., mainly black-and-white and colour photographs. Paperback.
ISBN 978-1-3981185-1-5. £15.99

Referencing the compilation music albums that first appeared in 1983, Now That’s What | Call
Plymouth is a compilation of colour and black and white (somewhat unnecessarily presented as
sepia) images of the city in the sixties, seventies, and eighties. It's one of a number of books that
Plymouth author Derek Tait has produced for Amberley Books over the years and is part of a col-
lection of similarly titled publications that already includes Bournemouth, Preston, Edinburgh and
Jarrow.

As such it is a fairly formulaic production that features two captioned pictures per page. As ever
with Derek’s books he has accumulated an intriguing collection of heavily nostalgic images that
are guaranteed to trigger many memories for those who lived through those decades.

Sixties highlights include colour snaps of the new Mallard Cafe, Plymouth Zoo, the disappearing
Drake Circus building (the one with the Guinness clock) and big red double-decker buses travel-
ling up and down the shiny new Royal Parade.

From the seventies we see the new Drake Circus (now long gone), Millbay Railway Station, the
Kathleen & May in Sutton Harbour, Lenkiewicz’s colourful Barbican mural and Jubilee celebra-
tions. While the eighties features Plymouth Airport, the Falklands parades, Plymouth Polytechnic
and the construction of the Theatre Royal.

It's fascinating to note how fashions changed across the three decades, and how car, bus, train
and plane transport evolved over the same time period. While the majority of the images are
general wide angle shots of everyday scenes around the Hoe, Barbican and City Centre there
are a number of fascinating photographs of people sitting, standing or just going about their eve-
ryday business.

It is these seemingly ordinary, art school style slices of social history that are often the most fas-
cinating, and probably, in this age of data protection and privacy, the most difficult to replicate
these days. There has always been an aspiration of many scenic photographers to avoid people
and cars and readily datable elements in order to produce comparatively timeless picture post-
cards, but all too often it is the images that contain precisely those features that make for the
most interesting snapshots in time today. Happily, Now That’s What | Call Plymouth has plenty
of these, the only problem, if indeed it is a problem, is that we have no names for the many indi-
viduals immortalised in this way, unless of course they are eminently recognisable, like Queen
Elizabeth Il, who makes an appearance in each of the decades covered.

Not every image is correctly assigned to its relevant decade but that is the challenge for anyone
compiling a record like this, when, in that period before digital photography, there was no date or
location embedded in an ‘information’ file. A certain amount of guesswork is inevitable as often
such visual clues as are available are not always that helpful.

All in all it's a mixed bag of nostalgia that will interest anyone who lived through these decades
locally, the author and your reviewer being two prime examples!

Chris Robinson MBE
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Press Release
The Dartmoor Tinworking Research Group would like to bring to
your attention to the publication of a new book, written by Tom
Greeves. The Bibliography of Devon Tinworking will be of great
value to historians, archaeologists and researchers needing to
know what has been published on specific tinworks, mines, mills,
leats, artefacts, the stannaries and Great Courts, as well as people
connected with the industry, plus selective creative writing.
All Known academic
publications are included,

A BIBLIOGRAPHY
but also those that relate to of
non-academic enquiry and DEVON TINWORKING

g (Archaeological and Historical)
comment, which reveal the

1512-2024
growth of society’s -

awareness of this vital
industry, which historically =
brought great prosperity to i
the county.

Purchase price

£16 plus postage.
Available via the
DTRG website.

Ce®E

DARTMOOR TINWORKING RESEARCH GROUP
Presidents: Dr T.G. Greeves M.A., PhD and Dr P. Newman BA, FSA
Established 1991 - www.dtrg.org.uk

Exeter History Book Festival

The Exeter History Book Festival 2026 will be held on Saturday 21°% February, once again at the
Mint Methodist Church. Further details will appear on the website of the Exeter Local History
Society in due course.
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NEWS FROM AFFILIATED SOCIETIES AND OTHERS

Devon History Society

Society Showcase 2025

On a bright spring Saturday in May a group of Devon History Society members assembled at
Chudleigh church for the annual ‘Society Showcase’, a chance for members to explore one of
Devon’s communities with the assistance of members of a local history group affiliated to DHS.

This year the Society Showcase was a bit different, as the visit took place during Chudleigh His-
tory Group’s own ‘Chudleigh in the 1920s’ three-day exhibition, held over three days in the
church of St Martin and Mary, and accompanied by a scene-setting talk. The church made an
excellent venue for an exhibition, as this picture, taken early on Saturday, shows, with the pews
boarded out to hold display stands. There was also a seated area in the north transept where the
DHS group gathered for the introduction to the guided walk, led by Helen Turnbull, one of the
principal researchers for the Devon in the 1920s project, at the start of the visit. After the walk,
which highlighted the self-sufficiency of Devon’s towns 100 years ago, DHS members returned to
coffee and cake (the church volunteers raised over £100 for Rowcroft Hospice) and the chance,
after recharging their batteries, to join what was by now quite a crowd in the church and look
round.

As one of the DHS party, Robert Hesketh, reflected:

The richly varied local history exhibition in Chudleigh’s parish church gave a vivid impression of
many aspects of life in Chudleigh and the wider county in the 1920s, enough material to browse
over for several hours. A century ago, Chudleigh had many more small businesses and was far
more self-contained than it is today, as the excellent guided walk revealed. Many working people
still lived in aging overcrowded and sub-standard accommodation without piped water, modern
sanitation or electricity. By contrast, the council houses built here and in many other Devon
towns and villages after the Great War offered all these amenities and still represent a decent
standard of affordable housing today.

Almost 400 people visited the exhibition, and the walk proved so popular it had to be run twice.
David Harrison, the Chudleigh History Group Chair, mentioned that it was a more extensive exhi-
bition than they had tried in the past. The numbers, and the hum of conversation as people went
round and pointed out what interested them to their friends, it certainly seems to show how much
it was appreciated by residents in both the old heart of Chudleigh and its newer estates.

Our thanks go in particular to David Harrison, chair of the Chudleigh History Group, and to Helen
Turnbull who led the walk, but also to all the other volunteers whose efforts made the whole thing
happen and offered us a most enjoyable experience.

Julia Neville

P.S. More pictures of the event are available at http://chudleighhistorygroup.uk/index.html
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The Chudleigh in the 1920s exhibition before the crowds arrived on Saturday 31st May
(Debbie Lister)

Chudleigh’s Children’s Challenge

As part of the Festival of Devon in the 1920s, a Children’s Challenge added a dimension to the
history exhibition in the town. Helen Turnbull attended a school assembly at Chudleigh Commu-
nity Primary School and gave a brief talk. She explained how different life was for a pupil of the
Chudleigh elementary schools in those days. So many children worked before and after school in
a variety of capacities. The 1920s’ Chudleigh children, their jobs and the various places of work
were highlighted in the challenge which the modern-day pupils undertook, matching the 1920s’
children to the locations of their jobs on a modern map. The winner received a book token.

The challenge leaflet also contained a QR code linked to the events on the Festival of Devon in
the 1920s website which inspired numerous grandparents/parents to visit the Chudleigh exhibi-
tion with their offspring.
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Chudleigh children in the 1920s (Chudleigh History Group)

Traditional Songs of Devon by Jim Causley
September 25th 2025 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

at the Devon Rural Archive

Award-winning folk singer and musician Jim Causley will present ‘Traditional Songs of Devon’, an
illustrated talk with live music, bringing to life the distinct flavour of Devonian music-making. Jim
has dedicated much of his career to researching and reviving the forgotten gems of songs from
his native western peninsula. Drawing from the collections of Victorian folksong collectors such
as Sabine Baring-Gould and Cecil Sharp as well as more modern collectors and writers including
Cyril Tawney and Tony Rose, living singers as well as a few of his own self-penned hits, Jim pre-
sents an evening jam-packed with Devonshire delights. From Arscott of Tetcott to Widecombe
Fair and everything in between, this show is a thoroughly enjoyable introduction to the county’s
rich musical culture. Jim is an all-round entertainer and during the past decade Causley has
been nominated six times for a BBC Radio 2 Folk Award. Book tickets: https://
shilstonedevon.com/whats-on/

The Devon Rural Archive also hosts a regular evening lecture series, which takes place on the
first Thursday of the month. Full event listings can be found on the Shilstone website: htips://
shilstonedevon.com/whats-on/

Devon Rural Archive, Shilstone, near Modbury, PL21 0TW
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Jim Causley

THE BRANSCOMBE PROJECT

TALKS & EXHIBITION 2025-2026

BRANSCOMBE VILLAGE HALL
ENTRANCE FREE, DONATIONS WELCOME

November 24th, 7.30pm
AGM & Annual John Torrance talk

Robert Reed, Gatcombe Farm: Talking about Badgers and different ways of farming

January 26th, 7.30pm

Gary Calland: Excavating Vindolanda and Questions of Climate Change

February 23rd, 7.30pm

Mike Parker-Pearson: Stonehenge: New Developments
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March 23rd, 7.30pm

Launch of The Burnt House at Weston (Branscombe), ‘Winners and Losers in an Eighteenth
Century Devon Parish’ by Barbara Farquharson & John Torrance. Talk by Barbara Farquharson
and a drama documentary

Saturday March 28th & Sunday March 29", 10am-5 pm

Celebration of Thirty Years of the Branscombe Project: Exhibition, Cream Teas, Interactive Fa-
vourite Places, Talking Heads Video

Colyton Parish History Society

This summer CPHS is once again welcoming both tourists and researchers to our Heritage Cen-
tre in the Market Place, Colyton.

Among our special displays for 2025 we have an exhibition about the history of Newenham Ab-
bey including some tiles on loan from RAMM which were found at the site of the abbey ruins
near Axminster during an archaeological survey nearly 50 years ago.

We also have some beautiful examples of locally hand made lace on loan from Allhallows Lace
Museum in Honiton.

In June Members of the Society supported the mounting of a display of historic church vestments
in the Church of St Andrew in Colyton.

Throughout the summer, volunteer walk guides lead tours of the historic sites of Colyton on a
Thursday afternoon.

History Society volunteers have also seen some significant successes in helping enquirers from
all over the world with their family tree researches. These stories are recorded in our monthly
newsletter for members and on our Facebook page and are helping to generate further infor-
mation about family links.

We are also encouraging members to contribute any knowledge they may have about local sites
of historic interest - most recently local crossroads burial sites.

Our talk programme begins again on 23rd September with a talk on Jane Austen in Devon by
Hazel Jones from the Jane Austen Society.

Sarah Charman
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Exeter Local History Society

News and Forthcoming Events

Meetings usually take place on the 2nd Thursday of each month. Booking required. See the
ELHS website or Eventbrite for more details.

Thursday 11th September, 7 pm, Rowe Room, The Mint Methodist Church
Tim Jenkinson: The Toll Houses of Devon

Tim’s illustrated talk will show examples of surviving toll houses within the County and will place
particular emphasis on those houses that operated for the Exeter Turnpike Trust, with some tales
of the toll-collectors from the mid to late 19th Century.

Loggerheads Toll House, Exeter (Tim Jenkinson)

Thursday 9th October, 7 pm, The Mint Methodist Church

Julia Neville: Exeter in the 1920s — Sunshine and Shadows

From the end of September to mid-October the Festival of Devon in the 1920s
(www.devontwentiesfestival.co.uk), is creating opportunities to explore what life was like in Exeter
100 years ago — its sunshine and its shadows.

I’'m delighted that Exeter Local History Society has agreed as part of the programme to host an
evening event with a dramatic presentation based on real life Exeter characters, Best of Times,
Worst of Times, together with a fun experience of 1920s music and dance.
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Sidwell Street Shopping Week (image from postcard supplied by Julia Neville)

Forthcoming meetings (see www.exeterlocalhistorysociety.co.uk for details)

Thursday 13th November:

Sir Denis Pereira Gray on an aspect of his memoir, Just a GP — Diaries from a Career in Medl-
cine

Wednesday 10th December
Sally McDougall: Dating Old Photographs

Holsworthy History Society

The Holsworthy History Society met on Thursday 24th July and were delighted with a talk entitled
Mutiny on the Moor by Simon Dell.

Simon gave an incredible insight into the Mutiny that took place in Dartmoor Prison in 1932.
Some 400 prisoners went to church on the morning of Saturday 23rd January and from there
caused havoc. They set the administration building on fire and some prisoners were shot and
wounded trying to escape. Through all this violence though there were some heroic acts under-
taken by prisoners who saved the lives of the prison wardens. This was a most fascinating talk
which was greatly enjoyed by the society’s members.

The society does not meet in August so its next talk will be at 7 pm on Thursday 11th September
in the Manor Suite of the Holsworthy Memorial Hall and will be given by John Killingbeck. He will
be speaking on ‘Kelly College’. This is likely to be a most instructive talk about the history of the
college.

All are welcome to join us.
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Lifton Local History Group

The history group has so far had a busy and interesting year with various talks and visits.

Talks included Launceston Detectorists, which included some very interesting finds. The Lost
Garden, Lewtrenchard, about the work undertaken to reinstate the gardens, The Remarkable
Pinwill Sisters and the restoration of Lewtrenchard Church and Dartmoor Ghost Stories, many
of which appear to centre around the local public houses!

Our visits, which have been well attended and enjoyed by all, included Tavistock Guildhall,
which also takes in the police cells and the magistrates’ court room. Very interesting and well
worth a visit if in Tavistock. The Eagle House Hotel, Launceston, where the owner gave us a
fascinating insight into the history of the building, and our final visit this year to Tredidon House,
Launceston, which is a beautiful former ‘farmhouse’ which is being lovingly restored by the cur-
rent owners along with the various barns, outbuildings and gardens. We were treated to a talk
on the history of the building, a tour around and tea and cakes in the gardens. A very enjoyable
afternoon.

Our next talks include the History of Tavistock Canal with Simon Dell, Dartmoor Crosses with
Jane Marchand and the History of the Holocaust Survivors with Dr Catherine Bowness.

Jane Rogers

Treasurer

Salcombe BHigtory Society

A WOMAN OF NOBLE WIT
presented by Rosemary Griggs

Tuesday 30th September, 7 for 7.30 PM
Salcombe Rugby Club

Camperdown Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8AX
Everyone Welcome

Admission: Members free, non-members £5

https://salcombehistorysociety.co.uk

30


https://salcombehistorysociety.co.uk
https://salcombehistorysociety.co.uk

In this presentation Rosemary Griggs introduces Katherine Champernowne and discusses the
research that underpins her historical novel of Katherine’s life, ‘A Woman of Noble Wit’.

Few women of her time lived to see their name in print. But Katherine Champernowne was no
ordinary woman. She was the mother of both Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir Humphrey Gilbert. This
is her story. Set against the turbulent background of a Devon rocked by the religious and social
changes that shaped Tudor England; a Devon of privateers and pirates; a Devon riven by rebel-
lions and plots, ‘A Woman of Noble Wit tells how Katherine became the woman who would in-
spire her famous sons to follow their dreams. It is Tudor history seen though a woman’s eyes.

Rosemary Griggs is an author, researcher, seamstress and popular West Country speak-
er. https://rosemarygriggs.co.uk/

Teign Heritage Centre

Currently we have several projects in hand. As it is the 40th anniversary of the Shaldon Wildlife
Trust we have collaborated with the Trust and are currently running an exhibition in the museum
to celebrate this event.

Another event we celebrated in July was the 50th anniversary of the discovery of the wreck of a
16th century Venetian trading vessel off the shore at Teignmouth. In July 1975 a young lad of
thirteen was snorkelling in the water when he spotted what later turned out to be a bronze can-
non 150 yards from the shore. Knowing he would have to mark the spot he took bearings using
the pier and a tree on the clifftop. It proved to be a very important find as no fewer than five
bronze cannons and numerous other artefacts were subsequently recovered, many of which now
form an important part of our collection. Local historian Viv Wilson, who is the author of many
books about Teignmouth, signed copies of the second edition of her book on the wreck. Also
present was Simon Burton, the boy who found the wreck and was subsequently one of the divers
who, over a period of years, brought up the treasures.

Teign Heritage Centre is also one of the museums who will form part of the group celebrating
their town in the 1920s. We were fortunate to have the assistance of a young intern from Exeter
University who chose to give us her assistance as her project during her short time with us.
Niamh not only designed a very appropriate poster but also wrote a very professional proposal
for our use while constructing the exhibition.

Rosemary Booth

Archivist
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The Teign Valley History Group Completes Another Successful Year

The Teign Valley History Group held its Annual General Meeting in Christow on 8" July 2025.
The preceding year was reviewed, plans announced for the future, its accounts were ap-
proved, and its committee elected for the next twelve months.

The group has 98 members, which is the highest on record. In 2024-25 it had eight speaker
meetings, two outside visits and one social event in December. Average attendance at speak-
er meetings was 47.

The group uses a web-based survey system to get feedback from members after every speak-
er meeting and prior to its AGM. In the annual survey, 55% of respondents were “very satis-
fied” and 97% at least “satisfied” with our programme of events from September 2024. 73% of
respondents were “very satisfied” and 97% at least “satisfied” that membership of the group
offered “value for money”.

From surveys after speaker meetings, our two most highly rated speaker events were
(1) by Christow W1 on “Not Just Jam and Jerusalem: The WI in the Teign Valley”

(2) by Stephen Rippon (University of Exeter) on “Ipplepen Roman Excavations”.

In both cases, 91% were “very satisfied” with the event overall.

The group looks forward to another series of speaker meetings, starting on Tuesday 9" Sep-
tember 2025 in Christow Community Hall at 7.30pm, when Todd Gray will talk on “Exeter and
the British Empire”.

Our planned programme and other information can be accessed on our website: htips://
teignvalleyhistorygroup.org/.

Geoff Hodgson
Chair

Way of the Wharves, Bideford

BIDEFORD & RIVER TORRIDGE

u HERITAGE
¥ Y HARBOUR

Just over one year on from gaining national status as Bideford & River Torridge Heritage Har-
bour (BARTHH) the charity has a range of activities and events for 2025.
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The charity name will be changing to Bideford & River Torridge Heritage Harbour to better reflect
the objectives and scope of the charity. Way of the Wharves will be retained as a project name.
Some branding changes are already in place www.barthh.org

As part of the national heritage harbour initiative for projects and events about World War Two,
BARTHH has launched a trail about the role of the Torridge Estuary in World War Two. In prepa-
ration for D Day the area was especially important for the development of specialist vehicles, the
frogmen recruited and trained at HMS Appledore and the thousands of American troops who
trained on Braunton Burrows — the last friendly beach they saw before Normandy. See: htips://
barthh.org/ww-ii-trail-torridge-estuary/

Heritage Open Days, 13th-16th September

BARTHH is co-ordinating a series of events celebrating national Heritage Open Days. The 2025
theme is architecture. A wide range of locations are planning to be open including the Bideford
Bridge Trust offices (it is 100 years since the bridge was last widened in 1925), the Royal Hotel
(Grade 1 listed) with its John Abbott plasterwork ceiling, the 17th century overmantle wall plaque
in the Trio and Bond hair salon, SS Freshspring, a 1946 steam ship and Jane Hannah Macdon-
ald Ill, the last rowed lifeboat based at Appledore (1910-1924) being restored in Bideford.

See: https://barthh.org/heritage-open-days-2025/

Asset Register Project

An Information Technology Masters Student from UWE is working with us on a project collecting
together information about the wrecks and hulks in the River Torridge. The output will be an
online map that will identify their position and tell their story with text and pictures. Project com-
pletion is expected in 2026.

Michael Teare
Bideford & River Torridge Heritage Harbour

www.barthh.org
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WOODBURY HISTORY SOCIETY

4" Sept 2025, 7.30 pm WOODBURY VILLAGE HALL

RESEARCHING FAMILY HISTORY

A talk by Sue Bond, Research Coordinator of the Devon Family History So-
ciety.

Sue’s talk will include examples of Woodbury families and local history.
All very welcome, members free, visitors £4 at the door

Annual membership: £10
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