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The Council and Officers 

The Devon History Society is a registered charity. The members of Council and their roles 

for 2024-2025 are:  

President: Professor Henry French 

Chair: Katie Findlay 

Vice-Chair: Dr Tim Lomas  

Secretary: Dr Tim Lomas 

Treasurer/Membership Secretary: Martin Smith 

Programme/Events Secretary: Marie Leverett  

Web-site manager: Martin Smith  

Social media and publicity: Debbie Lister and Maisie Jepson.   

Editor, The Devon Historian:  Mike Sampson replaced by Rob Campbell in May 2025  

Editor, DHS Newsletter: Brian Carpenter 

Affiliated Societies: Abi Gray replaced by Dr Julia Neville in January 2025 

 

Members of the Council and the President are automatically Trustees of the Society.  



The Council meets approximately quarterly to conduct the routine business of the Society.  

This is primarily done electronically. Regular reports are received covering finance, 

membership, publications, events and Affiliated Societies. The chair, secretary and treasurer 

form an Executive meeting to discuss operational issues between Council meetings. A copy 

of the Constitution of the Devon History Society is available on request from the secretary.  

The term of office for Council members is three years.  The current term of membership 

ends in 2025 for Henry French, Marie Leverett, Debbie Lister and Tim Lomas.  All are eligible 

to serve another term as a Trustee.   Marie and Debbie have stated their intention not to 

seek re-election as Trustees.  During the year Jo Granton as well as Abi Gray and Mike 

Sampson resigned as Trustees for personal reasons Abi and Mike after long periods of 

dedicated service to the Devon History Society.  Dr Julia Neville and Rob Campbell have 

taken over their key roles in Affiliated Societies and the editorship of the Devon Historian. 

 

Tim Lomas 

 

 

 

 

Report from Chair: 

DHS has had a successful and active year with a varied programme of events, the 

continuation of the Devon in the 1920s initiative and the publication of Newsletters and The 

Devon Historian.  We remain indebted to those who devote their time and skills to such 

ventures. 

The year has also seen a welcome redesign and refresh of our website emphasising a 

central role of DHS in supporting high-quality research in Devon.  We are aware that there is 

large amount ranging from snippets and newsletter articles to full-scale research projects 

and dissertations.  DHS are keen to map this range better including that produced by many 

of the 220 local history societies that we have identified during the year.  We acknowledge 

that the societies vary in format and ambition and that it is a fluid picture with ones fading 

away and others starting up.  Trying to stay abreast of this picture remains an important 

aspect of the work of the DHS.  The website meanwhile continues to develop with details of 

events, news, directories, past editions of The Devon Historian and details of awards and 

successes. 

Thanks particularly to the work of our Events Co-ordinator, Marie Leverett, there has been a 

varied programme of talks.  A research skills event linked to excavations at Killerton proved 

successful and provided a model for future skills events.  Other talks were largely through 

zoom and attracted good audiences.  The themes ranged from Exmoor, women in the 

1920s, Torre Abbey and the footballer Jack Leslie.  As in previous years, a face-to-face 

Society Showcase was organised working collaboratively with at least one local society – 

this year being held in Chudleigh. 

In the last couple of years, we have been proud to be involved centrally in the Devon in the 

1920s Project much of it appearing as a result of the huge amount of organisation and 

leadership of Julia Neville.   Most of the essays and published material produced during the 

project is now publicly available on the Devon History Society website and the process of 



completing the collection archiving them with the South West Heritage Trust and The Box is 

well underway.  As this came to a close Julia has been active in developing a Festival 

starting in March and ending in October/November.  Not only has this involved finding 

funding but also collaborating with a huge range of partners to put on varied events all over 

the historic county of Devon.  She has also set up and administers a temporary Festival 

website.  DHS was also delighted to publish an additional version of The Devon Historian 

devoted just to the 1920s. 

Julia Neville’s efforts and commitment have not gone unnoticed.  DHS were delighted when 

the British Association for Local History gave one of only two personal achievement awards 

this year for her services to local history.  Further details of this can be found on both the 

DHS and BALH websites.  BALH also remain impressed by the quality of content in both The 

Devon Historian and Newsletter. 

Whilst the DHS has its distinctive ethos and priorities it has always been keen to reach out to 

other groups and societies sharing a similar passion for history in Devon.  We remain 

committed to our Affiliated Societies but also plan to develop and support the 200 or more 

societies in the county.  Whilst the financial health of the DHS remains good (hence no 

recommended subscription rises) , we are aware that the way local history is done and 

consumed is changing with fewer wanting to be members of traditional groups, more 

available on line and problems of succession planning regarding committees and volunteers.  

DHS remains committed to adapting to a changing world and supporting others to do the 

same.   In part we see the way forward with collaboration – something we are extending with 

groups such as FODA, the Historical Association, Devon Archaeological Society and the 

Devon Museums Group.  We also are grateful for the support of the Universities of Exeter 

and Plymouth. 

Societies like ours rely on the voluntary work and expertise of a range of people often 

working under the radar.  As chair, I recognise that cheerful dedication in so many areas 

whether financial, administrative, secretarial, organisational, publicity.  I believe that the DHS 

is run collaboratively and efficiently.  That does not mean that we can rest on our laurels.  

Colleagues are sometimes hard pressed and we are grateful not just to the Trustees but a 

small number of volunteers.  In the meantime, we have had changes in Trustee membership 

having seen the resignation of Jo Granton, Abi Gray, Marie Leverett, Debbie Lister and Mike 

Sampson.  Their contributions have been valued and significant.   More Trustees and 

volunteers are always welcomed. 

 

 

Katherine Findlay 

 

 

 

 

 



Financial Reports 

Our accounting year runs from 1 May to 30 April.  

Included are: 

1. Treasurer’s Report including membership 
2. Independent Examiner’s Report 
3. Receipts and Payments Account 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

The annual financial statement and balance sheet follow this report. 

The finances of the Devon History Society continue to remain in a healthy state.  Thank you 

to all our members who have maintained their subscriptions and to our new members.  And, 

thank you all for continuing to support us. 

All funds held by the Devon History Society are unrestricted except for the sum of £2,755.00 

which had been received in donations for the Devon in the 1920s Project.  These restricted 

funds have now been utilised for the Festival of Devon in the 1920s.  The remaining 

unrestricted funds are to be used in accordance with the Society’s objectives and at the 

discretion of the trustees. The Society has no reserves policy as such, but all surplus funds 

are held to further our objectives. 

I would like to thank David Conner for his detailed examination of the accounts. His report 

follows. David Conner has confirmed that he is prepared to continue in the role of 

independent examiner for the DHS accounts for the year 2025–26, if agreed by the 

members at the AGM. 

 

Membership 

Membership of the Devon History Society stood at 232 members, 50 affiliated local group 

and 13 corporate memberships, at the end of April 2025.    

 

 

 

Martin Smith 

 

7 Aug 2025 

 

 

 





The Devon History Society 

Registered Charity No. 262485 

 

Receipts & Payments Account  

For the Year Ended 30 April 2025 

 

 

 2024-25 2023-24 
 Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
 £ £ £ £ 

     
Receipts     
Membership  5,456  4,948 
Donations    35 
Conference/seminars/talks  167    193 
Interest  752  529 
Gift Aid  694  601 
Devon 1920s project  1,623  694 
Devon 1920s Restricted  755  2,000  
Publishers’ Licensing Services    66 
     

Total Receipts 755 8,692 2,000 7,066 

     
Payments     
Devon Historian  2,827  2,892 
Conference/seminars/talks  165   
Website  3106  90 
BALH/Insurance  90  90 
Administration  289  100 
Devon 1920s project  2,755 257  737 
Zoom   156  144 
Annual accounts - examiner  80  80 
AGM  195  90 
Book prizes  400  400 
     

Total Payments 2,755 7,565  4,623 

     
Net of receipts/(payments) (2,000) 1,127  2,443 
     
Total funds brought forward 2,000 19,682 2,000 17,239 
     

Total funds carried forward 0 20,809 2,000 19,682 

     

Total 0 20,809 2,000 19,682 

     
     



The Devon History Society 

Registered Charity No. 262485 

Balance Sheet   

at 30 April 2025 

 

 

 2023-24 2023-24 
 Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
 £ £ £ £ 
     
Funds     
     
Cash at bank     
     
Current account  295  1,998 
Reserve account  1,930 2,000 9,855 
COIF deposit account  0  7,829 
Liquidity Manager account  18,584   

     

Total funds carried forward  20,809 2,000 19,682 

     

Total funds held  20,809 2,000 19,682 

     

 

 

Notes: 

 

1. The accounts are prepared on a receipts and payments basis. 
2. No remuneration has been paid to any trustee during the year. 

 

 

Approved by the Council on 2 Sep 2025 and signed on their behalf by: 

 

    Martin Smith   Treasurer 

 



Events Co-ordinator report.   

The format of online and in-person events continued this year.  The 2024 AGM lecture at 

Exeter Library was given by Caradoc Day on “Exotic Plants and Intrepid Collectors: Veitch, 

the Devon Years”.  Also on the year’s programme was a skills event in December linked to 

the Killerton Archaeological investigations and involving presentations by Sue Greaney and 

Mark Stoyle.   This was well attended.  The Society Showcase this year was held in 

Chudleigh with a strong focus on the Devon in the 1920s initiatives.   The varied online 

programme included talks on Exmoor, the footballer Jack Leslie, Torre Abbey and a joint 

event with the Devon Family History Society on women in the 1920s.  This structure seems 

to work well and is likely to continue in the future with a strong emphasis on collaboration.  A 

sizeable number of events with DHS support or collaboration formed part of the Festival of 

the 1920s.  This is noted elsewhere in this report.  The importance of providing variety of 

periods and themes is a key criterion and is informing next year’s programme planning. 

Marie Leverett 

 

Affiliated Societies 

In March 2025 the Society undertook a survey of its affiliated societies with the aim of 

ascertaining both how they had fared since the era of lockdown and what they valued in 

work undertaken by the Society itself. Responses highlighted the on-going interest in talks 

about history with many societies thriving. Others had lost members and had difficulty 

recruiting volunteers. Groups valued the work done by DHS to celebrate local history by 

publication and promoting events and sought additional support in knowledge exchange and 

recruitment. 

Julia Neville 

 

Publications  

 

The Devon Historian  

Since the last annual report the society has published two volumes of the TDH: Volume 94 
(2024) being the usual scheduled one, and Volume 95 (2025) Devon In The 1920s being a 
special themed issue. Mike Sampson then stepped down as editor in the spring of 2025, and 
has since been very generous with his time in ensuring the best possible handover to me as 
the new editor. I found many articles for the forthcoming Volume 96 already underway, 
allowing me to follow Mike’s meticulous guide and bring the journal near to completion by 
late summer 2025. I also visited Short Run Press and found them most helpful.  The 
forthcoming journal (Volume 96) includes articles ranging from the sixteenth to the early 
twentieth century, and geographically from Crediton to Barnstaple and Exeter to the Tamar 
valley border with Cornwall. I have been impressed by the both the quality of the research 
and the care with which it is presented, and delighted at the way contributors have engaged 
with the editing process.  My aim this year is to produce a journal at least as good as the 
previous ones, but I welcome discussion about the way forward for the journal. 
 
Rob Campbell   

 



The Newsletter  

Digital editions of the society’s newsletter, Devon History News, were published in August 

2024 and in February and August 2025.  Featured articles have included reflections on the 

development of Artificial Intelligence in the context of historical research; the Devonport 

Naval Heritage Centre Museum and Archive; the National Library of Scotland’s historic maps 

website, and, in the most recent edition, the recording of historic graffiti in Kents Cavern, 

Torquay.  The newsletter has again acted as a conduit between the society’s Council and its 

members.  It keeps members aware of the Devon in the 1920s project, events staged both 

by the DHS and its affiliated societies, and publications of local interest.  I am grateful to my 

fellow Council members Abi Gray, Julia Neville and Martin Smith for their assistance in 

requesting articles from members, and all the DHS members and others who have submitted 

articles and other information for the newsletter. 

Brian Carpenter   

 

Research  

Devon in the 1920s 

During the summer of 2025 the Society, in partnership with a wide range of county and local 

groups with heritage interests, has co-ordinated the Festival of Devon in the 1920s, 

celebrating life in Devon 100 years ago. More than forty organizations have participated, 

hosting season-long exhibitions in heritage centres and venues, putting on shorter 

exhibitions on specific themes or communities and providing a wide range of other activities 

such as music events, walks, talks and on-line exhibitions. The Festival continues until the 

end of October 2025. 

Julia Neville 

 

AGM 2024 

The draft minutes of the AGM are attached with notice of the 2025 AGM.  Additional copies 

can be obtained from the secretary (tlomas@outlook.com) . 

 

 

mailto:tlomas@outlook.com

