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JOHN PIKE
An Appreciation by Lorna Smith
John Rishurd Pike, known to his intimate friends as Jack', was born in Torquay in

1021 o wae educated at Torquay Boys' Grammar School and on leaving sehool
became = anior assistant in the Torquay Public Library in 1939, He joined the Home

| Guard 10041 and then volunteered for the Royal Air Force serving as 4 radar téch‘r_zi—
' an including in Normandy after D Day, and finally became an educational and voca-

tomal inetrnetar AL the end of the war he attended the Loughborough College School
of Libenrionship and qualified as a chartered librarian, He returned to Torquay Public
Library in 1947 where he was appointed Deputy Chief Librarian, He became Chiel
Fihrarion i 1962 and under loeal government re-organisation in 18974 he was made
an for sputh Devon for Deven County Couneil until his retirement in 1980,

Ins mare than forty years of library service he took n keen interest in local

v and built up a fine local studies collection at the Torquay Public Library,
enhancing it by donating his copious index cards. As well as his professional involve-
went in leal history it was part of his private life too. He gave many lectures and talks

| anil was constantly researching and indexing.
H

o« the Standing Conference for Devon History and was elected to the Couneil

in 1972 He b H tary in 1975, serving in that capacity until 1986

5 &
owhen he was made Viee-Chairman and appointed Membership Secretary, positions he

field unfil 2001 After that date he still retained his place on the Council, He was
tnvolved closely in the t of the Standing Confurence for Devon History into the
Devun Hijtory Society. He wrate a number of articles for The Devon Historian and was
T:“;i e book reviewers. He used his interest and expertise in 1T for the benefit of
e Socinty,
He wrote some dozen books., All his work was metienlous]
Mary wources whersver
possibly. He wos generous
Wwith hay knpwledge and
wwnys willing to-answer
U whether made
by telephione, letter or in
Aation. His erthisi-
RE fir] unuuuragemeht
Were inspirational and he
will b A adly mizssed both
e Boelety and ott-

Cur jy ipathy is extend-
St i widow, Ruth, o
il ihe Soviety whe
(V8 T kb loying S.UD‘

Port throughout fifpee
NEArE o = I

miTiage, i y
HER: Johire & Ruth at a party (n 1958




W.G. HOSKINS REMEMBERED

Az promised in our last edition, the following np‘p‘reci:&ﬂﬂﬂ% an,G._Hn__skinB are kmdg,
provided by the three speakers from the addresses they gave at the cele'hmuq)r-y et
ing in October 2003, which fallowed the placing of the plague on the house in Eqigy
where Hoskins wes born.

WILLIAM GEORGE HOSKINS (1908 - 1992)
— AN APPRECIATION - Michacl Havinden

The year in which & Blue Plaque was pliced on the Hoskins® family home on St. Davids
Hill in Hxetar 150 goad time to celebrate the work of this greal Devon historiar. Hi
manamentil history and gazettéer of Devan, first published in 1954, is of course some
thing of 2 memorial in itself and his later magnum opus, The Making of the Engld
Landscape, (19551 sstahlished his reputation as one of the most original and inmow
tive of English historians For not only did Hosking virtually create landscape histor.
T i= flso renowned for his work: as a loeal historian - a subject which he rescued frin
pedantic ohseurantism and turned into a d lemie dizcipli ignalised by
his appoimntment to the Headship of the first Department of English Local Higtory ats
Brtish umyersity, at Leicester,

Huwever, it is nol to these well-known sspeets of Hosking’ work that T wish to turmn i
this short appreciation, but t-an aspeel which is perbaps not quite so Familiar - hi
nterest in vernacular architecture and house structure as a souree of historical infie
mation. To the origin of this [ have some personal knowledge, for it was fargeby the
rezult of his long friendship with my father-n-kaw, the distinguished architect, Hop
Bagenal (1888 - 1979 from whom he gained much of his deeper expertise, Hop
Bagenul is hest known ps an acoustic specialist, enjoving a world-wide reputation, wh
waorked on Lhe Riyal Pestival Hall in Lendan, the Lincoln Arts Center in New Yorl ant
miny other huildings, Tt he was also a passionate lover of traditional styles of locd
bulding, sspecially of farms and farm buildings, both for their beanty and their fute
tion. His long correspondence with' Hosking shows his profound influenc
Unfartunately there is only space here for two shart quetations, Hoskins wrote foom /il
Stoneygate Road, Leicester on 18 December 1948

My Dear Bagenal,

Many thanks indeed lor vour viry kind answer to my letter about possible collabr
ration in.n buok about English peasant butlding materials, I fully understand your dit
ﬁlrult_v i eeepting so much more-work: it would indeed take a long time to hﬂl‘-DII\F'HEI"
1M1 dr:l it single-handed apart from your advies, which T shall find indispensible — Lakl
t'i-rlnml._\' take my (ime over it It is too good & zubject to spoil by over-hasty ruahie
intn ;I:rmi. Leould not ngres with ol more over the necessity for relating pessat
huudn_'lg 1o it historical baekground. Alrepdy 1 see how closely the two are r\ahaltf;'li\’*‘Ii
there is mlxth maore to dideover yet. One notices viery much, for example, the remst
able vehuilding ail over England in the ulosing years of the 16Lh century, reaching?

lr—rupomr}' climis in the yoars 1690 - 1646; and that can very well be related to the i
nimic and sovial history of the time, . .+

In-anethier lotter of 14 Uetober 1949, he wrote:

4

1 conld write half a hook as a result of reading your letter, We must diseuss, When
are oo next coming here for a weel-end?, .- And when am 1 to take you round parts
uf Devon? You would be fascinated by every bit of it, [ am continually making discover-
s, though I know the County so well. The Dartmoor farm houses arve a wonderful sub-
ject all on theirown; but every part of the county has its aown special interest for siu-

L donts of building. .
Perhaps these few extraets from their many letters give some flavour of their schol-
arly (mendship and what they learned from one another,

(Michael Havinden was o research student with Hoskins at Oxford (1957601 and
et Eeonomie and Social History at Exeter University from 1965 to 1995, He was
o tor with Christopher Chalkin, of o festschift for Hoskins, ealled ‘Rural Change
and Urben Growth, 1500 - 1800°. (Longman, 1974)1.

W.G.HOSKINS AND LEICESTERSHIRE - Harold Fox

Devon historians may know that another county, Leicestershire, holds W, G. Hosking in
areal allection and esteerm, The county has two annual W, G. Hoskins lectures, one of
them sponsored by the Friends of the Centre for English Local History; the same
Centree has a W. G Hosking Room eontaining a valuable map collection, and the idea of
jue on ane of his Leicester houses has been mooted. Hosking eame ta teach in

15 University College in 1931 and, after 4 period of war service, was asked by

;I’ill{'] i B Lo Attenbarough (father of famous song) to found a centre for English Local

the word ‘English’ signilving comparative research which would include work
vor He held a post in Oxford from 1951, returning to Leicoster in 1964 and

1 in despair’ according to his entey in Who's Wip in 1968,
Hasling made un unrivalled contribution to the history of Leicestershire. His explo-
= of the county’s rura] landseapes, strange to his Devon eves, were enthusiastic
i i ! ich ., Tlook back upon with
<., the green bridle-roads, the
upland feld-paths where 1 first walked as 2 young man, ignorant of what 1 was

2t Thivve enjoved it all’

Farly on he carried put syatematic work in the county archives and in the field,
Ithongh Intterly histravels through the Midlands became more lpisurely, “Rod wines
t Letter than white for this form of travel .., Suone is set for a gooid maorning

HT0ns the churches .., the afternoon perhaps spent lving in a field in the sun, quistly

! I'-ims. I have found Tixover [Rutland] churchyard a pleasant place for an
ot doge ™

the results of all of his researches were commminieated to the local public with a

s of pagers in the Transactions of the Leivestorshire Archaeolngical Society, and

Hand Feasant (1957), a full-length study of the large Leicestershire village of
1 Magna, beeame a historical classic, its theme being the wiay of life of ordinary
men and its extinetion by enclosure of the open fields by act of parliament.
ire numerous guide-books too, in which Hoskins turned the eve of a profes-
l historian eon to the landzeape and, alzo, said what he felt about it. ‘South
Sl reaches the rock-bottom of English provineial life ., profoundly moving .

7]




a5 o mighit expect rrumbfuu;:rjx:srmﬂking such prosaie things as vests and pants
5 Joes, blacoits and bricks, :

\\"]l:]lil}li:i‘;ll:) Joen! audiences in the Midlands may not have known was thsltu i

wits i enery oo the freedom allowed Lo amdemma in the 195_50& he WRB. simudtine

warl cacily away or Devon, He began rather holeantIy, t_mt-s!uwlly \he

af the jig-smw came togother, so that by 1951 he had finished his collection o

with 11 Finberg, ealled Devonshire Studies o IHﬁB_J and must h;nvs-mac!‘e @& o

(i eeamination of all of Devon's 450 or 80 parishes for his Pet~nra l?ﬂnﬂ_l, It |§

hirt new insights 1nte the histary of Devon came from h1§'exp_ene:'n.:;¢s and

0= 1 happy exile, an Leicestershire, for the constant comparison of contrastin

thrir up tovel question in his mind and also some of the answers, He wu

lwiys asking why his adopted county should have great open fields -and alsq the

“apnls. bridle roads and brepzy upland field-paths mentioned in the quotation give

ahgve: why his native county should have deeply incised, sheltered lands, many

nelosed fields and few large villages. The comparison oecurs conatantly in his writing

andl paly ooe (Huminoting exsample ean be given here, by way of conelusion. Villages

1 Leicostershie were ofton loss than o cotiple of miles apart, and the Scandinavin

settiement added (o the erngestion: but in Devon and Cornwall they were half a doses

miles or 5o opart . probably because Celtic hamlets and farmsteads ... occupied mok
of the interyening country. "

References:

I Huosking WG Leteasterstive: an lustrated Essay on the History of the Landsiap:
Londim, 1957, paw

4 Hosking, WG, Hutlond: o Shell Guide, London, 1963, p. 16.

4 Husking, Wit Lewestershire (see n. 1), pp.8d-5

4 Hoskins, Wo, The Making of the English Landscape, Landon, 1955, p.42.

(Harold Fox is Professor of Social and Landscape History at the Centre for English
Loeal History, University of Leivester)

A DEBT REPAID - Peter Beacham

4y proceedings allow me to pay & small personal tribute toa man who shapud mf
My frty vears working in the historic environment sector can he traced back o1
samnmér duy in Oxford in 1968, the day T first discovered WGH, - In the arrogance sbt
s ironey of youth, 1 had gomplained to my tutor that, after anly two terms, 1 W
fiored and thought T had made 5 mistgke in seeking a univérsity education, He simpl
s had hetter go and listen t one of Dr Hoskins' leetures — and came hack

o still foel the same’,
. went. | wite nstounded. Instead of the studious few T was used
7 Here werw a couple of hundrod people, not all students. In whi
et llo the far distance, there wis a man wha lnoked #5 if he had just walked off?
il Devon firm - round, comfortahle tn his elothes, talking with a soft Westcouri?
ence bt held in rapt attention, And what « story he told, sbhout b
shrmed abut real history not just from booles or records bud fron

&}

Jance, (elds, farmhouses and buildings of the Devon landscape. 1 was enthralled, and
wenl iraight from the lecture to Blackwells to buy The Making of the English
Lt ape, one of the few books on my shelves that is falling apart from decades of

| eomitint pEI‘IISH-I-

Fuur years later, and greatly to my surprise, I found mysell’ in Devon as the County

| Counc s first Planning Assistant — Archaeology and Historic Buildings', 1 had little

ides nor | think hnd my emplayers) about what T was supposed to do, bul imagine my

hen T apened my office door at County Hall one day to find myself facs to face

. He told me he had just been appointed (to help pay his wine bill he said) as

Historle Buildings Consultant to the County Council, And he didn't know what he had
to do oither

We wnon found out. There followed several memorable years of our joint expeditions

ull ver the county to see all kinds of buildings and meet all kinds of people, always

carefully planning our days around a good pub lunch and time to be back to 2
- Lyndliest Hoad for his and Jane’s generous hospitality. With WGH T first visited the

Garden Touse at Buckland Monachorum where Lionel Fortescue showed us roumnd;
Chorm b Park, the extraordinary seventeenth contury house that once lay at what is
now the hottem of the Roadford Reservoir; and dozens of farmhouses where WGH Was

wmpletely at home even when, as at one house in Cadeleigh parish. a ehicken leapt up

liitehen table and took some of his lunch,

i we in Devon owe to WGH i= incaleulable, His great national achievements —
the ploneering of landseape history, his revolutiomsing of local history, his hlazing the
tril for what is now vernacular building studies, and so much more — were all horn out
ol Bis formation in the landseape of Devon, His Devon is incomparable, the only hook
on the connty for which the over-used epithet indispensable is truly deserved: it distils
the schalar's insight with a poetie imagination, a painterly eye and a liberal political
conviction to produce writing of immemarial quality and quiel power, ‘And, above all,
he tnught us to care about what is around us, however humble ar ordinary it seems,
He was one of the first environmenta) aelivists, as we would no doubt now have callod
him, who fought passionately in Exeter, on Dartmoor, and elsewhere to save vital parts
uf o istory from being needlessly destroyed. It cost him dearly at times, but his love
fUIJ' thiz county and this city deserves to endure from generation to generation, as a
tribiute to one of the greatest Devanians and Exonians that the twentioth CENTUrY pro-

dured

“fTI’;'!‘-"." Hém'.ham. 5 lhr‘l:f_lP.T student of W G Hoskins and sometime conservation officer

e x ..L:‘]I ounty Council, is currently Head of Designation at English Heritage. He iz

m"hlul lulr i aa.ve.rglhbuuks o [_)evun and has contributed a new introduction to
imirets latest edition of Hosking Devan.




HOCTOR SAMUEL JOHNSON IN DEVON, 1762

Anthony Greenstreet

3 | i g recorded history Seems so strange ad 1y
Sometimes the survival ofa fragment of orally _n:cordl‘ ! S0t

nlllm.mm e of iis truth. Thus, a photograph of Old Town Street in A Cluer Hﬂypm,mfﬁ
sud Plymothicns' is panied hy text stating ‘In 1841, 4 woman who kept a Lrip
<hop i1 the strvet could remember Dr Johnson walking past her door’, The doctor's oy
visit to Plymouth was in 1762, so that in 1841 the woman ean hardly have bluun _1&..
than #5, But it is not entirely surprising that she should have remembered hl.lrlk Sinee
pvons ties and perpetual rolling of the head made his pas-

his ponclugive gestures, ne
sage o menorable sight. _

ﬁ:h‘nmn 1170884 Fwas 53 when he visited Devon in 1762 The hurdest passagis
his life were now over: he had a royal pension of £300 & year, and so could relax and
wujoy himself Not unsil the following year did James Boswell (1740-95) first mesl
Johinson. so that the firmer's brief aceount of the time spent in Plymouth was anly sec
yel-hand*. M + his { did not cover other aspects of the Devon visic Thil
lack has heen remedied in o paper by an American academie, James L. Cliftord,
dohnson’s Trip to Deson in 17627, The present article summarises the main featured
Johnaons’ visit as deseribed in Boswell's Life and Clifford’s paper.

On 16 August Johnsan left London for the West in company with his portrait painie
friend, Sir Joshua Reynolds (1724 - 92), who had proposed the trip. Calling en roube o
severnl friends and distinguished clients of Reynolds, the pair reached Exeter on 23
August, Next day they set out for a Reynolds family reunion at Torrington: the jourms
took from 10am Lo Spom.

Twa of Heyaolds' sisters, Elizabeth and Mary, lived at Torrington; and Frances, an

unmarried sister who lved with Joshua in Landon, was alse staying there. The eldes |

sster, Klizabeth, was married to.a William Johnson who had been mayor of Torrington
in 1767, and would be again in 1764, He had been an ironmenger and woollen drape
and had designsa to be an active merchant: (he seems to have tried to interest his guest
Samuel Johrizon, in @ scheme for marketing dried salmon), Tn later life he borrowed
heavily from his brother-in-law, Joshua, and never paid him back; he algo became
bankrupt, left his impoverished family, and lived openly in the town with amother
womsn. Elizabeth was said to have heen a narrow-minded woman whe eventusll;
became areligious enthusiast and wrote a learned explication of the Book of Ezekiel I
1782 they had four children one of whom, Elizabeth, later hecame a model for e
anele The location of their house is not kriown, though it may have heen in New Stre
or South Street,

Mary's fimily ived in 4 handsome house in New Street buill ten years earlier |
faced the churchyard, and had extensive gardens at the rear, including an elevaied
gazeho in which Johnson is inevitably supposed to have retired to read. The house 8
deseribed in Pevaner's Devon! as ‘the best house in town, Palmer House’ with 'a ruini#
octagenal gasehn in the remains of the garden’, Mary's hushand, John Palmer, was &
attarney who wis ilso mayor of Torrington theee fimes. Mary was apparently met
feminine than hier sister, and also o gifted writer: A Devonshire Dinlogue written by b
wis published in the 18305 by one of her daughters, In 1762 the Palmers had five !ﬂﬂi"
dewn, one of whom, Theaphila, is supposed in later life (o have suggested ‘Comedy !
Reynolds' partrait of Garrick between the Tragic and Comie Muses,

8

EM it

Pulmer family tradition, and the letters of Frances Reynolds and of Dr Johrison, pro-
vt a few glimpses of the three days Johnson and Reynolds spent-at Torrington, The
firmer was rude to the local schoolmaster, Rev George Wicky, a very intelligent and
will-reud man; he devoured thirteen pancakes at one meal. Johnson and Frances drove
in o post-chaise past Weare Gilford and saw a siriking monument {apparently no
longer extant) put up by a widewed mother over the grave of her only child — Johnzon
wept and Frances later deseribed the whole incident in a long poem entitled ‘A
Melunehaly Tale’; he offered to exert his influence with the Bishop of Bristol to get o
sension for @ local clergyman's widow, and to help find o suitable mistress for the local

oul; e pramised to send a sel of The fdler to a poetical elergyman, Thomas Morrison
of Langtres, who had entertained him, (and later helped to get published Morrison's
‘Pindarick Ode on Painting’).

Um 28 August Reynolds and Johnson drove to Okehampton, spent the night there,
and reached Plymouth the following evening: On 80 August they spent the day at
Mount Ed ihe — Lord Ed be being one of Reynolds' patrons, By 31 August Il.hel\'
hud settled into the St Nicholas' Yard home of Dr John Mudge. surgeon and physician,

thorn at Bideford: 1721 - 93}, He was Reynolds' old friend and schoalmiate, and his
hooie was their base for the next thres weeks, He had been educated with Reymalds by
the datters father at Plympton Grammar School. Boswell deseribed Dr Mudge a5 ‘not
more distinguished for quickness of parts and variety of knowledge, than loved and
usieemed for his amiable manners’, He eventually had three wives: but in 1762 it was
his seeond, Jane. who was their hostess: No plaints against her hy Joh have
been recorded, but her mother-in-law (wite of Zachariah Mudge, viear of St Andrews)
Wl .u’tmrply rebuked when she dared question whether he really wanted an eighteenth
cup ol tea,

Zachariah Mudge (horn at Exeter: 1694-1769) had been a close frisnd of Reynolds’
father and o master at Reynolds’ grandfather’s Exeter school, He wis 4 considerahle

scholar and thinker and published & number of religious works. Johnson was much

::n|."u-exssedl by his mind and character. Boswell described him as ‘idolised in the west,
bath for his excellence as a preacher and the uniform perfect propriety of his privato

tonduct’, During their visit, Mudge preached a serman purposely that Johnson might

hosr him, Henry Tolcher, & senior magistrate of 74; escorted him to the Alderman’s
“eat, bul then unfortunately interrupted him during the service with severul tnfling
remarks: he was thunderously rebuked by Johnson for not knowing how to conduct
limself in the house of God. It was, however, to humour Tolcher that Johnsan jokingly

100k sides i the dispute between Plymouth and Dock (Devenport) over the latter’s

pet ition to have same of Plymouth's water supply diverted to it: he is supposed to have
etliimed, ‘No, no! | am against the dockers; T am a Plvmouth man. Rogues! Let them
ol thirst. They shall not have a drop!’ According to Boswell, JJohnson ‘upon every
on talked of the dockers, as the inhabitants of the new town were ealled, as

irts and aliens’,
Arcounts survive of other episodes in Johnson's visit. An eminent chemist,
tokworthy, volunteered 1o display his skill at discovering metals unde f by use
||n«1_m'ng rod: Juhnson watched as Cookwarthy failed to detect o large metal mortar
. Dr Mudge had buried in his garden. (This eminent chemist was William
{worthy (1705-80), who in 1768 famously obtained a patent for the manufacture of
Portelain and employed about 50 people in Plymouth muking it). Having been told by
“ ol a trial by ordeal which had taken place in the East Indies, in which an accused

g




& had plinged bis hand mseithed into a conidron of molten lead, Johwihnmm

nm wh had witnessed it should be brought to the house to “‘P"zat By

At arve house They visited JJohngon won a vaceacross the lawn fgﬂimt 4 yiung woman

who hod claimed that no one could out-ran her And it was-at f-h!§ hjlmsu '_J'”“-IU'{E hosless

b dinner uldly asked Johnson hiow he could have defined 'paslnrnl in h:Ia IJn':i.mnu,r.n.- s

i e uf 0 horse — to which he replied Tenornce, Madam, pure ignoranee’. AL an(h.

ann's hioet asked him if he was a botanist: alludhing to his nearsightedniss

{,“No, Sir. .. and should 1 wish to become & hatanist, T must first tum

into o ruptile’. O one ocession Jolinsin deveured so mueh new honey, eloited

¢ ¢ that his host became wlarmed. On another, he drank three bottles of

wing after supper so that hecould not speak properly — the only sceasion on which

: evtr saw-dohnzon i the least intoxicated. |

m f arment book notes the names of ot least some of the people with

whom he nnd Johri sinyed or whom they visited. But only in the eages of the Mount

Helgombes, the Parkers of Saltram, the Veales of Cofflete and the Bastards of Kitle

are thie names of buth the Hests and their houses known. A highlight of their stay ot

Plymouth was o teip to the Eddystone lighthouse (built by John Smeaton, 1724 - 92

witimate fraend of Tir Mudge) which had survived a tremendous storm on 19 Augast

The Commissiones of the Dockyard, Sir Froderick Rogers, provided a yacht for the pur

pose, bt thie zea wa too rough to allow them to land. Even so, the trip must have con:

tritiited o dohnsin's appreciation, as Boswell put it, of | .the magnificence of the nivy

the shipbullding snd oll it circumstancss” that ‘afforded him a grand subjeet of con-
templation’

Surpriaingly, Revnolds seems not to have taken Johnson to see his fondly-remen-
bered old hame and schoal at Plympton until 22 September. The next day they left for
London, spending the night of the 23rd in Exeter, and reaching London on the 26th
after six wee dinee. Boswell recorded that Johnsan ‘was much pleaszed with this
Juunl, ind declared ho had derived from it a great accéssion of new ideas’. Moreover,
the 1r!|} had u-mn-.:lnwd fis relitionship with Reynolds and his family, and had added o
l""" ""'E‘" ’“I”I'f of friends — purticularly the Mudges. Indeed, as the number of Ut
Mudge's nﬁ_~'|lr|.ug rose inexorably to its eventual {wenty, Johnson became [oudfather W
the lntest addition that autumn
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YR TER'S OLD AND NEW HIGH GOALS IN THE LATE
LIGHTEENTH AND EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY

Anthony Greenstreet

16 the ol of the sighteenth century and at the beginning of the ni __‘ h.

em of prigen conditions was greatly stimulated by re}lwrt.s o

|ehrated pricon reformers John Howard and James Neild, both

| [xeler prisna of soveral vecasions.. Altheugh no really effective

ol the prison syalen took place befare 1835, individual improvements

g rrilile before then - notably in the building of new prisona. s

- where the Common Gaol for the County of Devon for Criminals

by known as The High Gaol) cloge to the castle was replaced hetween 1785

J s Publie and Commen Gaol for the County of Devon! This articl

jnns in the High Ganl and m its replacement - as they were reported

respectivaly by Howard ind Neild. (There were at this time three other prizons in
Exeter which they alsn visited=)

Tofrn Henvard" T735:50
Howard wis o London upholstersr’s son and o Dissenter, and later a landed
gentlemen. Uaplured by a French privateer on a vovage to Portugal in 1756, he
briefly experionted the barbarity of contemporary prison life, When Sherill o
Hedfordshive in 1771, be was appalled to find innocent aequitted prisoners returned
k gand for not paying gaoler’s fees and by prison condit 11y, He d the
passing ol two Acta® in 1774 for the relief from fees of acquitted prisoners amnd for
suners’ health. Printed at hig own expense, he digtributed them to

Arting as unofficial nspector of prisons, unaided by state or charitable institution,
fownrd made four wars of inspection in Britain. In 17794 he travelled 3,000 miles
irding conditions.in 70 prisons. In 1777 be published The Stade of e
and and Wales" which included his account of conditions in prisons

g fnd

ére in Burope, and roposals for the i
§ enm s o visiti

p ent and of prisoms.
ng of prisons and quarantine hospitals st home and abroad
fnenr the Crimen in 1790, He visited Exeter's prisons o1
several neeasions between 1774 and 1788,

comtinged 1

ltirmies 17441514
Nl wais i slilled, gnd sventuntly wealthy, London jewelier, Trom the earty 17605
ki :\' ng visted o fullow sppremtion In prison, he devoted his leisure to trying u'n reform
prison o - baing particularly etmcerned with the Bppaﬂing- treatment of
tore. He, too, comprehensively visited prisons in Britain-and on the
. sndl sent. his teports to & Londan friend, Dr .0, Lettsom, wht

= m in The Gentleman's Magozine. They provided a strong stimlds

i ind i 1813 he published his State of the Prisons in England:
et Waies'. Neild vigited Exeter gaols on several oceasions.hetwean 118

=7
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The Ol ‘High Geal’

Thie zael was unusual in that, when visited by Howard in 1774, it was the property
ofJulit Rolle Walter (later of Juhn Denny Rolle) whose family had long had a grant of
[1 from i Duchy of Cornwall. The gaoler paid him an annual rent of £22 fur the gaol
anid recorvad no salary, He subsisted officially on fees (145 4d for each felon admitted:
o ganen for each felon: despatched for transportation, and two guineas from the
merchiant arranging the trangportation); and unofficially on the sale of small beer to
prioners, and on the sale of articles made hy them. (cabbage nets two pence a dozen
jnd purses fram four to seven penee a dozen - with the turnkey finding twine and
{hread . Howard reported that, when prisoners were thus emploved, they were
chuerful and healthy: they told him they each earned from three halipence to two
penee o day, ‘with which they got a little milk or beer to their bread; and the keeper
squd 7t leept them out of mischief”. This employ t had ceased when Howard visited
again in 1783 :

The prisoners, varying from a low of 14 in September 1744 to a high of &7 in
Fehruare 1783, were attended by a chaplain, He received an annual salary of £40 for
watrmon on Sunday and prayers twice a week, The surgeon had £42 which covered
his duties at this gaol and the County Bridewell. He told Howard he was by his
controct excused from attending in Dungeons any Prisoners that shauld have the
Ganl Fever®. On visiting the gaol in 1788 Howard learned that the previous gaoler had
himse!f died of gaol fever, leaving his wile to carry on the business: On this final visit
the prisan keld only 23 felons and two deserters,

Hiwird nated two good points, The felons received their daily bread ration by
wight (22 punces) instead of a monetary amount: and the practice of ‘garmsh’ had
lately ieen abolished - this was a contribution extorted by existing inmates from an
meuming prisoner, (with the possibility of depriving him of clothes and bedding il he
could ot pay uph, Perhaps it was alsn o goad point that at Christmas-time the saoler
allowed prisoners to beg in the vily. However in 1775 Howard found the charity-hox
fiad bevn broken open, probably by the person who led the prisoners about and who
hful then abseanded. Howard hoped that in future some gentleman would oversee the
distributinn of the contributions, and ensure their expenditure on foad and firing
mlhur_Ltum mostly on drink, Howard found the gaol-house and cobbled yard (he
would have preferred Nagstones) too small: the latter possessed an ‘offensive sewer’.
-!-h”" wed only one day-room for men and women felons, which was also used as a
'E-]TH;N‘-. : Jlnve this was the women’s lodging room, On his visite in 1779, 1782 and 1784
W ound 'the men together encouraging and confirming one another in wickedness,

- Women are abliged 10 assaciate with them in the day time’. The three ‘night-

E 20 feet_by 12 feet, and at one point up tw eight feet underground, were close
Lhuu:: -‘.HllﬂT}', with lo.u-small windows - one being under a stairease, The infirmary,
ko T&hl_t‘l“unjudi ous and lately built :fn 1775 (and enlarged to two rooms by 1784), was,
Cum;-m{“f;l[smnﬁ reached hy stairs thal were intolerably bad. There was na bath.
Pienint t:‘:.t h'}!' 1774 Act for preserving prisoner's health was not displuyed;
Al o Lot able iﬁ' the gaoler's fees. Howard found two sailors who had been
P ‘-;'ell-a gL:ach etained for fmlure to p_u‘_y‘l.he ..El 15 4d fee of the clerk of the
Shire Hial| % the gaoler’s fees. On l..ua 783 visit Howard noticed that the olegant
i ﬂllwriudu::ﬁ{';w' finished and ‘hoped that gentlemen will turn their thoughts to
: sive and destruetive gaol, especially the proprietor, who (in 1782

ibern |y ; = g
Wvsubseribed £1000 o eneourage seamen to enter into His Mujesty's (Teet; and
13




\ ise tate 1o uphold this prison’. On his 1788 visit H_oward was plw
|‘|I‘I“:I:‘:v|.‘!‘:::1" hlul-r;'l:enn p_mpzuuur. John m.rmy_ﬂnllu. had i.rldeedh glvcnh.tlﬂel] m:lnrﬂs
thir qonstristion of @ new gaol, the site of which had alreﬁdym;;:h:dme; and wis
smuch hatter this L presunt ene. The now prison would be es underan Ay
[ 1787 and weuld be under the direction of the connty magistrates. n
(in his final visit Howard learned that the gaoler now hafi a l_'l:_gu]nr s.a.]ﬂry af 21.00
 veur. He found thres women in the sick room, together with & ahnlehrmaker wur]uw
at his trade, The latter was the husband of soe of the women thll in 17586 h‘ﬁﬂ h(!.gn
_;u“[g\n(\f\(i 1o b tranaported for seven years for stealing a calf’s skm.. Howaver, it had
v podaible o sand by to the hulk at Plymouth beeause of lamensss h'.[:ou,g"hl.qu
ar oortrnetod in gnol, Aceordingly, she remained with a ‘fine child, which is her
fltounth’ brn in prison: and ber hoshand had declared that he would never leave her
nd would bo transported with her. Howard observed that such constancy nnd
clin ia prison wns very uncnmman in men, though frequently found in women
1e was glad to revord that m 1787 Lord Sydney procured a pardon for the woman,
und thit he hind stnee lenrned that the couple had become useful and worthy memhers
of thiy commimity.

The Act of 1787

The Act's presmble recited thal the gaol *situate near the Castle of Exeter’ was
rinaeh gt of vepair, and required great additions and improvements to be made: thut
the gl and office of keeper had long been vested in the Rolle family as lords of e
matior of Bieton; that Denys Rolle and his son John bad proposed to the High Sherilf
and other prandees at the Summer Assizes that their inheritance in fee simple of (he
ol Bhould be vested in the County Justices of the Peace in return for payment by the
Ralles of £1000 ¢ bs the pepain, rehuilding or removal of the-gaol - with the guol
honesforward being in the Sherifl’s keeping; and that the proposal had heen accepled
and would be given effect by the Act, with the gaol being declared 10 be & publick
cummnn Gaol fir the said County of Devon!

The Act provided for the appointment of o zaliried gaoler pajd from the county
rtes, and for e enlurgement of the gaol by the purchase of Witherall's garden oot
teighbiouring ground - this being necessary because ‘malignent Fevers, and other
Disordurs frequimtly bresk out, in the said ganl, oveasioned by the Number of Felons
andather Offenders, . - und Ly cutting through part of the Castle wall; for the
buitding, if neod he, of & new wanliand, if necessary, for the demolition of & building

known a8 The Chapol in the castle which might otherwise abstruct approach from the
sunl b the eourts of justice in the Castle,

The New High (ool
When Neild visited Exetir in 1807, he found that the Act of 1787 had indeed boen
\'..1.||')||'I.nl‘r||£d. The new High Gaol was now placed in o fine, elevated and healthy
r'l'uul..nm. with & Ubsimdary wall endlosing mearly two acres, The gaolor's house wis i
the middle of the bullding Om one gide of the Lu!"nkuy'a lodge was his sit..'u'ng' mﬂﬂd
on the pther o siom with twe copper baths. Upstairs was Lj‘le't\unkey‘s aléepihg Fout,
fatir Tecuption rooms for unhealthy or dirty prissners oe who were sent o it
Thére was also n ponm whire prisoners’ clothes were deposited and gat!

rm it o, o
‘_!r__ll:“md_l - The lodge wus topped by At lead roof where criminals wen

und

14

Neild [ound the prison to be ‘very exemplary’ and very clean, On the ground foor
were 300 slveping cells with 12 others which were damp in winter and not used unless
the gaol was erowded. On the first storey were 48 sleeping u_alls and 50 each on the
socond el tiird storevs, Bach storey had two dayrooms for men, with twi freplaces,
wrtwhich the County liberally allows coals, seats, tables and shelves’. Each storey had
A4 pasange giving on to the ehapel - ' very neat structure’ partitioned off to separate
differcnt olnsses of prisoner. Prisoners had to attend divine serviee unless sick, There
were o cells in the gallery for prisoners under sentence of death: these were
genernlly kept in utter darkness, but during divine service an inner door was openied
sn they eould hear the serviee.

Sleeping eolls mensured 812t by 6121t by 10t high, with ventilated windows. Each
sow bad o wonden erib or cast iron bed, straw mattress, two blankets, a coarse sheet,
pillos snd rug - whereas previously prisoners slept on loose straw anly. Feather beds
andl hedding eould be provided by the gaoler for two shillings and sixpence a week.
Thare L courtyards - two for male felons, enclosed by a brick wall, with pump
and arendos for secommodation in wet weather. There was one eourtyard for female
felong surrounding a green lawn: and several other eourtyards had been temporarily
convertod into gardens. Excellent rules were posted up in the prison, which was
frequuntly visited by magistrates ‘and every comfort supplied its inhabitants
comsistent with the privation of liberly', Fees and ‘garnish’ had been abolished.

U 26 September 1806 there were 31 prigoners in the gaol, each entitled 1o 22
ounices of bread a day. Convicts sentenced to transpartation were not entitled to this
ratien. but received ‘the King's allowance’ of two: shillings and sixpence-a week. Before
the appointment of the present keeper o party of prisoners, double-ironed, was
escnrtud sboul the city at Christmas to beg for charity. The only permanent charitahle
donstion the prison eurrently received was an annual ten shillings from the Dean and
f?lm_rn‘.-r. Priconers received casual donations from lady and gentlmen visitors: and at
Christmss the poarest commonly reveived £1 from the Chaplain mnd five '5}1'.i.I]ingB
from thie Surveyor. At Christmas 1806 Lady Rolle sent in £2 and nine hags of potatoes
for the mpst necessitous. Discharged prisoners wers given money to enable them to
relurn home;
lir:th {-hu-gunn reeeiveld Aan gnchangcd £42 a year for servicing the High Gaol and the
i well, The Chaplain got £90 for holding prayers very morning at the gaol with a
&:mm o -bxln_nday: he also had £36 for servicing the Bridewell and EL0 for each

Urier Sessions. He distributed religious books af discretion, and 40 bibles and
prager books had just been sent
meelfigent )

o Anm.--r;mmnd"ﬁm'ﬂ 'hu had m.a_de following previous visits; However, there were
vl itters requiring atuentla_m. Regrebtnh_lsq lunatics were taken in - thers
el _or:,- and they greatly disturbed the quict of the prison and the safety of
i) wd-n turnkeys. Alao, tl\_e d._amp grfumd floor cells were required to be
2 muiu'n workrooms - there heing in the city a yreat demand for picking oakum
i # nets, mops and other articles fur shipping. Nevortheless, overall, the

i TR Chi
crctnto sy ot bad taken place were ‘truly pleasing. Whereas the Priseaors.
1t nad but Joase straw ta sleep on, they had now comfortable beds and

" Their- day vdoms were supplied with every requisite for decency and
15




n The impedimenta by health, and the consequent hazards of

dlsunliness in o Friso X
dizease, have been removed'

Referenees
1. 1am inds

<htod b M Jubn Allan of the Royal Alhert Memaorial Museam and to My
v Cellings of Exeter Archacology for kindly identifying the gites of the !J!d_ urid
% - ol The former aecupied the site of the nonconformist chapel, buill in

17 \ ctands behind Little Castle Street: the latter oveupied the site of the

presoiit Exeter Prison)

The thres other prisons were

- tor and County Gaol, also known as the ‘Seuth Gute Prison’ or ‘Counter.

- of 1637 had réqggui_ued Exeter nsa county in its own right, Thus, it bid
it o etk o Guildhall that ebuld imprison eriminals and debtors in this gaol
It wins demohished in 1819

- The County Bridewell in St Thomes (off Cowick Street). A Bridewell was a prisan
where vagrants and minor offenders were confined and supposed Lo be-set to work
This ganl was replaced in 1809 by & new House of Correction for the County of
Devon'

- The County Prison for Debtors in St Thomas(off Cowick Street lcommoniy known
as The Skeniff’s Ward'. The gact held debtors from across the county. A History of
the Devon County Prison for Debtors in 8t Thomas by Gary Callan, Little History
Fublications (1999) records the lide of this prison from its start in (1675 to
demulition in 1817, and of its replacement which opened in 1818 and closed in
1856},

Sew Dinectory of National Biogrophy:

The State of the Prisons in England and Wales with Preliminary Observations nl
an Account uf same Foreign Prisons by John Howard FRS, printed by Willlan
Eyres, 1777, Warrington,

Subsequent editions, with additional information, were published in 1780, 1784
anil posthimensly 1 1792.

A Bienninl Edition comprising n fiesimile of the frst edition was published i
18977 by Professidnal Books Litd, Abingdon.

Howard's obsurvations on the High Ganl are in Section & of the hook.

See Directory of Nationn! Bingraphy,

to of Prisons {1 Englund, Seotland and Waks . 1 i ha
Michols and 8o, Loneun, 1813 TSGR

IJI:mI rme:-_ wag greatly desaded. Tn a letter of 12/81750 published in T0
ll.u-n.!hu-nmll.: Magosing, John Hall, surgeon of Dunchurch, described the Blict
ul‘: ! :,L BRStEr in 1586, Some U8 Portuguese prisoners Had been ‘east into th

“6p pit und stinking dungean' of Castle Gaol, ‘Lying on the ground withis

16

succotr or reliel’, those of them who did not die soon spread gaol fever to the other
ntes - some of whom had {o be carried’ to the place of judgement upon hand
harrowes . The sickness spread through the court, and several judges, magistrates,
popsiables and reeves, and 11 out of one jury of 12 died,

Mure recently, in 1755, a prisoner discharged from the High Gaol had infected his
fumily ot Axminster with gaol fever, of whom two died and many others in the
s afterwards. (1. Howard The State of the Prisons: Section 1),

. e Act for making and deelaring the Gaol for the County of Deven, called the High

(o, o Publick and Common Gaol; and for discharging Denys Rolle and John
Rolle, Esguires, and their respective Heirs and Assigns, from the Office of Keeper
of the saud Gaol; and for improving and enlarging the same, or building a New one:
snd aiso for taking down the Chapel in the Castle of Exeter: and for other
Purpeses therein mentioned’. 16 Gee 111 ¢34, 1787.

ANNO VICESIMO SEPTIMO

Georgii I11. Regis.

L T R E Y

G A P. LIX;

An A& for making and declaring the Gaol for
the County of Dever, called the High Gad,
4 Publick and Common Guael ; and for dil
charging Desys Rolle and Fabs Roiie, Efijuires,
and their refpeflive Heirs and Affigns, from
the Office of Keeper of the faid Gaol 3 and
fm: improving and enlarging the fime, or
building 2 New one; and alla for taking
down the Chapel in the Caftle of Exetier 5 and
for other Purpofes therein mentioned,

DEREAS the Common ‘Fank fop the
Tountp of Devon fop Ceiminals, (om.
monlo callsd the High Gaol, fitnate
neat the aftle of Excter, (g at pyes
A fent much out of Hepair, and res
t quices great  AoDitians apd Tme
: mouementy 10 be mabe theeeto :
wheeees Ir-r_mp that the fzid Eaol and the En:;:
01 e of Weeger of the fid Gaol toere, rogether with
4 Xz the
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BATHING MACHINES
Philip Carter

vowing up | told them, as 50 many parents do, about my owy
Js were different then My children apgepled the fact that |

sy se (ront on a tram but found it difficult to believe t}l_,},[
memher bathing: hines on Oddicombe Beach: Perhaps thisu
beines rw eather similar to stage-coaches m folk memory - they
fie past. W tend to forget how long either of them was argunl
o finr exenodud Che era of Dickens and bathing-machines were in uss fir

Jiad pidden nlomg T
i ofd enough toe

elisy on two hondrad years!

3| (1]
In? TI':T s muny (hings appertaining to resorts there is a rivalry as Lo which wai
1 thie firsl sea-side watering place 1o have a bathing-machine? Mnrg?lf
Claliis one Beniamin Benle who is somotimes said (0 have invented the first machin
in nhout 1750 ;.'qr Searhargugh has a picture of one dating to 1735/6, Margate (.‘lL’L’!ﬂll
this s only n bt on wheels and lacks the sophistication of their upswept de\-’iun..}\'ft
s 1o paraae that particular argument, i is worth recording that in those saris
tting in the ses rivalled the supposedly health-giving properties

v the bathing-oinchine wis o hul on wheels usually made of wood, thougt
mee with cinvas walls on & wooden frame; Seme had a door at both ens
s 10 psoend 10t them, others only ane door, This latter design would leadw
turning the machme round on the beach, Florses were generally used to propel the
mehines but sumetimes man-power was used, employing capstans, and even, at & fiv
tesunls, thete were steam engines. A= modesty was the object they had no window
and ware noloriously dark inside. There was in 1906 correspundence in the
Manchester Guurdion suggesting n skylight, but nothing seems to have come of the
iten

Benjimin Boule's idea aided modesty further beeause he devised a canvas hool
which could be lowered abiye the steps s that bathers could descend into, the sit
complotol «d from view" Beale, lke other inventars before and since, fﬂ_il"d ot
P wirk. He became penniless hecanse suecessive storms wrecked HE
machines and i public subscription was raised for his benefit. In the Vietorian e i
Witk nit marmally considered proper to be seen in your swimming altive, volumings
aen Wis. Furthermore mest resorts- roserved certain. beaches for ladies ant
; e Where this was not possible a distance was kept between the!
Surprisingly in garlier yenrs there are records of both sexes. unsegregatel

& nuiked and I part this teadition seemed to continue. 2
dichotpmy between dresasd or unilressed awLunming is apparent fromi [
gk ineteenthecentury dleric Francis Kilvert, In 1872 he is at Wesldt
ung in the morning befors breakfast from a machine. Many peopt
Piing an the sands & little furthor on and running down into thi =
done the same but T had brought no towels of my own.) I 18741

oy pentls

A o the lelo of
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Pt 1

Shanklin, He first records the ‘harelegged children paddiis

Pathing m

i the witter or diggimg m the sand among hoats and machines’. He thern goes on to
sy A1 Shanklin ene has to adopt the detestable custom of bathing in drawers. If
ladses don't like to see men naked why don't they keep away [rom the sight?

I early years the heulth giving properties of seawater were in the ascendant rather
than sy reereational purpose in swimming, To this end attendants, often called
dippers’. were employed to totally immerse their clients, The norm seems to have
B 0l Jeast three total immersions but there are reports of many more and
sortetimes complaints of rough handling. The dippers had a hard lifestyle spending
many hours standing up to their waists in the sea. Perhaps the mast famous of thess
wna Martha Gunn-at Brighton:

dnne Austen in Persuasion said that Lyme Regis was ‘animated with bathing-
machines and company’. However the best rer d literary extract must surely
b Finay Burney's description of George 111 using a bathing-machine at Weymouth
and e hand playing ‘Save Great George oar King' as he surfaced from his dip!

e hathing-machine, like so many other Britich idens, was exported around the
Empire. There are for instance records of them in the West Indies and Australia.
There i= a fine photograph on the web of them at Caroline Bay, Timaru, South Lslund,
New Zoaland in 18275 The idea also spread to the Continent and they were used in
Franee, Germany ete.

Devon

Iu Devon too there = controversy as to which resart had the first bathing-machine.
Stanes opts for Dawlish,” but others daim it was Exmouth, which was first in 1759
with Teignmouth following in 1762, One deseription informs us that at Exmouth
mwners of bathing-machines wers allovated certain porticns of the beach, where

huthers who did not use machines were furbidden to hathe, It was woe betide anyone

Tho Lotfios' Betlyng The Ladies' Batking Cove
Cove at fifrmrombe

SCr s

Thy Ladies” Batfing Cove af
at Targuny Timquery (now cothed Haven Ciot
SOaiEs fo 84 i

uiced from e Samers Cocks colleation by canrtesy of the Westeountey Studies Libvary

“apnssed. One day a stalwart man who did trespass found the fumale bathing-
|0 proprietresses bearing down on him, so that he was glad to eseape from the
10 bis clothes and ot '
W Ri.:v dobia Swete's single comment on Tifracambe’s tourist business in 1789 was
‘ent that thero was anly one bathing-machine and that was ‘hemmed in, up in

"ﬂ:l:'w between high rocks”. . A guide book Modern Daudish (Guide Lo Watering

il of lflil‘? haad infnrmati_on about times and costs. It says there were thien seven

k '::-E with proper conductors, from six in the morning until two in the afternaon.

1 N‘F_’ & was the same for sither Jad.ius:pr gentlemen and was 6d from 1 June to 31
aber but 10 from 1 October to 41 May, Another source extolled Dawlish, ‘Several
athines are on the beach and the sand heing firm to the feet, renders sea

19




™ At Teignmonth the pier was used as a divider hetwen

the me {ndiea were to the lefl gentlemen were to the right.s

v i bathing=machine company that later sold out to Lhﬂ Couneil. 1t Wi
o 4 eerlain Mz Arthur Hyde Dendy whe seems to have been an activ

Prignts

|||-.||r-l with a mumber of interests, Perhaps, unfairly, hu may b‘é_b”;
bisred as the man who purchased Teignmouth Pier w1_Lh l}le_lds‘éll’ ﬂfl?wvll!glk
Prignian] Not surprisingly he found there were technical &Jlﬂiuultles.- Palgmonlm_
= man in the Magistrate’s Court for bathing too near the ladies

Al Torgquay in 1807 was advertising as an amenity ‘bathing
maek e the fun ¥ Ten yenrs later the then secluded Beacon Cove was s
et for Indtios and provided with two machines, ™ Luter still, pma.s_\mab.ly becdmg il
ita pupulisity; the cove was enlirged to nearly double its qﬁ!'i“a] size Bl_‘d‘s'n"-“" ’:ﬂd
comtndivis machines added " Onewonders did the ladies suffer as did the Marin
power station erected on nearby Beacon Quay?, There was‘a-drift of conl
dust, ¢ A condenser steam (med masses of boiler smoke.

T e Torgony hod o considerable number of machines and a Ward Lock Guids

them at Corbyn's Beach, Meadfoat, Anstey's Cove and Oddicombe. According
to Mutthew's Hand -book for Tirgreay of 1856 the ones at Meadfoot hod been pladed
there fir Lhe convemence of the sccupants of Hesketh-crescent and neighbouring
villas:

A mnn called Thomas operated the ones at Anstey's Cove, and indeed the rest of the
hondly factlities, for o number of vears, He advertised himself with a sign in verse
fagtemed to n tree beside the road ahove the cove in English. This is set ont helow
Whint seems stranger, if not indeed inesplicable, is that he had a Latin version outsids
his Trat!

Spi [

Pignies supplied with hol water i tes,
At g mice little-house down by the sea.
Fragh ernbs and |obaters svery day
Sillmn, peal sometimes red mullel and gray
The nentest of pleamire hoats to lot out on hive
15 guod 5= vou enn desire
Bathing machines for ladies are kept
i gumes and towels all quite correct
Thamae is the mun who supplies everything
And sl teniches young men 't swim
Two well known local artista have portrayed bathing-machines. Luny, the marin
it wha Tved. Teignmoutly, depicted mochines there befure 1846, His. pittur
besturad the: coaslline toward= Dawlish with St Michael's Church as s hackground 9
fie beuch. F I Widigery, best known fir his Dartmuoor works, painted them o
inbie Beaeh pt Torguny. ki
Thire were bathing-muchines at numerous other places in Devon besides tho

:Ia--tut_v mu-:munlna.i ahavey for instanes; Buer, Budleigh Saltertun, Lynmouth, Seat
1\“ . tuth und Toremas to samo o fow, There is nlso the record of a proprietar
sronport, bt would the mnehines have been there, Blymouth or elsewhere?
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Decline: 1 :
furing the nineteenth century there was a general change from bathing for health

1 1o enjoying it for pleasure, As a result in the second hall of the century
hines began to decling in use and numbers”. They began to be replaced

tents and later beach huts, A number of resorts accepted mixed bathing from
this bevinning of the twentieth century. Again there are arguments as to which was
firat. Hern points o word pictare in Edwardian times, “There would be the old bathing-
mschines, rusting wheels, half-buried in the sand or shingle, no longer pulled out to
soi, but <till used as undressing cubicles.™™ This indeed seems to have heen the fate
al most of the onee mobile machines; they hecame static bathing huts. Some resorts
such e Heoadstairs and Easthourne tried to buck the trend by keeping segregated
bathing until after the First World War, This however, was not the norm and one of
the fuclors against machines was the high cost of hiring them especially for large

reasnt

Familite

I secont times there has been a revival of interest in bathing-machines, Bognor
Hegis restored one for its "‘Sands of Time Festival’ in 2000 Seaford Museum now has
twn machines both of which have had a long spent as garden sheds! They
are sleo heing restored but both sadly lack their original iron wheels.

Now to revert to where we started, trams finished on Torquay seafront in 1934, The
gy Officiol Guide for 1934 has 4 picture of a couple of rows of bathing-machines
on Oddidambe Beach.'™ Yes, the picture may not have been taken that vear but surely
the town fathers, or possibly, more important their publicity men, would not choose a
much sutdated photograph to advertise their town? We ean therefore assume, despite
my offsprings’ disbelief, you do not have to be much older Lo remember hathing-
michites than trams!
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ARTISTIC LICENCE AND HISTORICAL ACCURACY

Mary Freeman

In & twpolsgical drawing, an artist is likely to try to make the view attractive. The
oo of the ahbey in Tavistock were a popular subject of early nineteenth century
priois; o number have been reprodured repe_nt!y‘. Hawever, this was hfafore the time
of photography and the detatls of the buildings differ in the various views; how ean
this be reconeiled  with historical aceuraey? Comparison of the pictorial
represcatutinns, and with documentary records, may provide clues,

Confining the enguiry to the appearance of the facade of the gatehouse, and
lgnorine discrepancies in other parts of the images; Figs 1, 2 and 3 are taken from,
resperiively prints numbers 2754, 2755 and 2764 in Somers Cocks®, Fig1 is part of
an engraving by Greig after Prout, published in 1807, Fig. 2 is from Rawle after
Nixun, published 1810, and Fig, 3 from Fisher after Allom, dated 1830, Samuel Prout
funl wisited Tavistoek in 1802, and sent drawings of the abbey to his mentor, John
Drittan. After joining Britton in London, Proul visited Devon in 1805, but there is no
record of his making finther drawings in Tavistock™. It is likely that both Greig's
vogruving, and an etehing by Prout himself published in 1812, were based on the
drawing made in 1802, Both show the inn abutting the gatehouse to the west and a
galeway (0 the inn yard wall. Both show similar elaboration of the bases of the
gtehouse pinnacles (which seem to have been imaginary in that they are nat seen in
wny other drawings! and similar vegetation. Above the arch, Gretg shows two
windows, the lower with a single mullion, whilé in the Prout etching there are two
littiesd windows almest equal in size, set closely one above the other, and with cross
bars: In hath versians there is-a niche in the gahle.

Fig. 1 Figg 2 Fig. 4
”n'd“ f’ _Jl-'l- S thr—j existente of the latticed windows is confirmed, althongh the alignment
I]ﬂl;v:” '1:;‘-' siz are not identical to the Prout etching. A later etching by Coney?,
e 1920, is similar, aleo with the lower window offset to the right, In these
viu\: lrll-ll_ the bases of the pinnacles resemble their surviving stute rather than Prout's
Cirar h'“_""“w_ﬁ'ﬂ-nation to-a neater pair of windows as in Fig, 1 could be due to
¥ u—L;s:m licence, it does make a move altractive scene, In Fig. 3 the south wall
milfioy :.bo'v:‘tl:liul::c.‘]: it s A

& =xnil i ) ¥ T
1€ exply lor the unsightly lattice ean be found in the Bedfurd
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T 17260 it wie noted that the roam over the archway had bee
ssed by fellmongers for drying wool. An extra fAoor wilg
spnen, und aceount for the insertion of two windows. - 1ds
+ bafore, but the north side of the gatehouse is shown in anothr
lioned window, although a new door had been inserted beside
ure of walle could evidently be modified for the convenience of th
[he npparent presence of 1 chimney abeve the south gable, shown by sl
ertied, may indicate that the fellmongers had a fireplace. An estate
A L7407 mettions & Htkle hovse' under the archway, which might conveniently
{oreroanmy iLs actual use does not appear in the records but it corresponds
are within the gatehouse passage, which can be sglimpsed i
Thitre are diserepineies in the drawings of the inn also, bul i
Lo know what it was really like,

s i th view of the gatehonse when John Foulston's restorations wis
['he inn had been demolished in 1822, ing a view of the ald
! the porth. Fanlston made extensive repairs to the gatehouse, ineluding
i He had inserted new windows in the west wall of the room abeve this arch,
rebilt the south face with different windews; This is essentially the appearanc
1y lthewgh it s still not correct in all details. For instance, thore is a bracket o
the top of the wreh, which was shown by Coney but not by the other artists, Shortly
after Allom's view was taken an extension was built to the east of the gatehouse, and

the wall on the west was later removed

Hatats dotumants

Heferencos
L. Somers Cocks, J V., Devon topographicel prints, 1660 - 1870, 1977,
Gray, T.. Dartmoir engrated, 2001,

l?Llnnsmn. WL Deyon Inndscape artists, Samuel Prout’, Degon Historian 54, 16+
21, 1097

Somars Cocks, ihid., no. 2759

Hurduienh Survey, 1786, ms hook, Tavistock M
TAVMS 19586 H 2683, [There are other ropies in the DRO.

catalogue numbet

Hicks, C B, Tavistock, the ch

ANEINE Aoene (o the last ¢ (T HelTh
Asune, 79, 155- 173, 1947 P E e drem

Surey of Abbv Seite 1740, ms notebook, DRO LIZ58M/E/SVELL

me, Me Foalston’s. bi

Lettere/il, 1895 e ind comespondence o them, DRO. L1258M/SSC

#RIEF GUIDE TO EXETER AND PLYMOUTH
"~ NEWSPAPERS

Contributed by C.G. Scott, who precedes it with the following commentary:

The e 1 unusual in being from Billing's Divectory of 1857and in explaining the
palities of (he newspapers, especially in lxeter, and bringing out the strong role of
refigin ote. It is ensy to forget the background ‘hias' of the newspapers, and
Jnowledee 15 needed to put together a summary that accurately gets the politics
orruel, The contemporary summary brings out the fact that Exeter newzpapers were
pubfisted thie day before the actual date on the paper. So if someone died ‘vesterday’,
gne hes o checl other papers to ensure sumeone mentions the date. While this 1s not
a problens i practice, it is as well to be aware, and to check. The article alse makes
oo think of how sdvertising could be done without offending some customers whose
religious [eanings are strong; — or are tradesmen somehow seen as exempt from
patromsing ‘parties™ It is of interest that an editor was looked upon as the ‘Cobbet of
e Wt of England’.

Reproduced from M. Billing's, Directory and Gazetteer of the County of Dovon,
tenmpiler John Hughes) Birmingham 1857, pp.34-35, 671-672:

EXETER
These are faur newspapers published in Exeter: The following is a brief sketch of
their political opinions, & . .

EXETER AND PLYMOUTH GAZETTE (WOOLMER'S), established A.D. 1790, is a
{‘:Illﬁd‘-r\'ﬂtlvf‘ Jonrnal, zealously guarding the rights and privileges of the Church of
F-f?ﬁhm-.i, bt carefully abstaining from any offensive attack on the various bodies of
L‘“!_@I'Ill-'rh. Regarding social questions from & Conservative point of view, it pays
}aum:ul...r Atlention to the educational movement in s varied aspects, Praposals
\HIng for their nbject the benefit of socioty are diseussed on their merits, without
mfere:]j.l ‘0 the party from which they emanate; and public men are treated with
:“*::; I!_h"“gh their_npiniuns may he controverted, In agricaltural matters the
l:umbinlm-d“;“ A poliey of progressive improvement, and warmly recommends a
l-lllesi'um: t‘ kit elevate thels educational pasition of the middle elasses, Social
mm-rm : I)u::ve more :Etlentlon than political feuds: and all matters of county
“ngj”--u”; r.l & L::?nl:cl?d with ext‘:rvame and eonsiderable amplitude. The Gazette was
Antiguary nid el ned o M.l',_-S]'m ley Waolmer, well known in the county as a zealons
Wetmet ¥y 3:0 nﬂjt. but it walm under th_e El‘ﬂl'l'ﬂgE_l'l’ll’:lll- of his son, the late Edward
Sosapnt R Eimilé;re?han af alngula?r amighility u'fd.ia.gms'iticn, that it attained it=
il of i w € property is now vesh!d. in Trustecs for the benefit of the

= Woolmer, — one of the Trustees being ). Goodwin, Bsq., FSA.,

whay iy g 10 gdi
o edstnr, . P == el Gt
e offce. 236, Hih Strant, i It is published every Friday afternoon, at
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CETER FLYING POST is the aldést journal in the éity, if ny

con establiched Sept. 2nd, 1762, 1 is published at mid-diy

thaugh its imprint 1= dated as a Thursday’s paper, a peculiarity ap|

; oy charupteriaes all Uhe Exeter journals, avising, no doubt, fram th

st in former times i ook the newsman at least a clear day to gut fram

G g ol the wide-lying agricuitural towns and villages of the north au|

cnth af Davon: though railways hove done mueh in both divisions of the county |y

this enntradietion unnecessary, the dlusion as to the day of publication i st

o This joirnsl is the orgen of the tenant {armers of the ociu.nt._y in politics |

3 sefpnce In its bearing on practical agriculture in a bold

it vein, while on ecclesinstical topics ~ which every man b

{0 wateh with great interest — the Flying Post is a thorough Liv

Chireh urp, ged olten displays much power in defending the parishioners i

the attacks made an thei representative bodies by the High Church elergy, the

Bighop of the Diocese often coming in for o fearless and manly castigation at the

hands of the Fost, which disputes thy sseendancy in all parochial business of the

iagtioal huad of the ehrch. The Flving Fost is also marked by great care i th

rial department, wnd within the past few years, under the able and judicii

management of . Bellorby, Esg., its preaint editor, seems to have taken 3 new lias

ol existence, and may b pronounced s one of the best Family newspapers in the

eounty of Devon. 1t 15 the property of R.J. Trewman, Esq., in whose family it hag e
lor nearly A century,

wprieuliur

The WESTERN TIMES, though svowedly a Saturday's puper, is publizhed at neon
o Friday, It wie established in 1828, and has from the commencement Been th
exponant of the views of the Reform or adva nced Liberal party in the WEst.uI'Englunﬂ
Ha editor und gole proprictor is Thomas Latimer, Esq.. whose piquant and ultes
persinal nitacks on the Bishop of Exeter, and the High Church elergy, have led to
sovaral Yencontres hetween the Western Ties nnd the clergy in those courts ‘whett

i doeangrégate. The Western Times is able and original in its leading

e reports of County Muetings, and of the newsof the district towns of Devon

are copiow; und thinigh peofessedly g supparter of the Evangelieal, or Low Churth
party, und opposed W Nogeonfirmist doetrine, it has a decided leaning towards the
secular views of tha Disaenting chmmurity, Tt cirealates largely among the working

o nmong the Liboral politicians of the middle classes, and its editar #
L fr“_m Hhig foree snd brevity which mirk all his productions, as the Cobbel
e Enslind; and it may with truth be said that the editar's original and
PR writing has miedo the position octupied in the west by the Westm

ol ‘L \Wesie

WESTERN LUMINARY

T

- .'T'Jnu Jourtial 5 o High Church organ, puhlished 00
: *d in cireulation and influence since the death of Mr
widow it ks still earried on. An effurt {6 now (1857) beiﬁg madi, b
v f weels, an Tuesdnys and Fridays, at o reduced price, tu retrieye i1
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falling (e tumes; but the efficient manner in which the three other Exeter papers are
aw conducted, renders the suecess of this experiment somewhat problematical.

(Sopméi L 34:35.0

PLYMOUTH
Plymouth hos the ad ge of four 'first-class papers, all of them enjoying o
fuir shwre of public patronage and support amongst the ‘parties’ they severally

represanl

The PLYMOUTH, DEVONPORT AND STONEHOUSE HERALD | Nettleton,
Pridiui, wnd Co., proprietors] is published at 3, Looe Street, on Friday evening, and
b o oxbensive cireulation throughout the Three Towns, as well as in the principal
tawers o villuges in the counties of Carnwall and Devon. Its political opinions have
o Libeeul tendaney, advocating good and whaolesome measures, fram whatever party
they cinnnite; s ecolumns are open at all times to subjects connected with
agricalture, commerce, literature, and the arts, whilst the shipping and naval
intelligenee receives due attention.

The PLYMOUTH AND DEVONPORT JOURNAL is decid ily Liberal, ad ting
all measures having for their ohject moral and social velorm; it is o first-elunss’ family
paper, contaning full and ample reports of all matters connected with the “Thres
Towns, as well as the whale of Devon and Carnwall, and enjoys a large share of public
patranage und support; its naval and military information is always ample and
suppliedd from authentic sources: consequently it is looked up fo by all parties
Interested m such matters. 1t ia & decided apponent to Tractarianism, though its
eolumns are open at all tinies toa fair and impartial di i on subjects ected
with the church, It was established in 1820, Isaac Latimer, Esq., proprietor and
;}:hl:ahvlr. It 3= published every Thursday morning, at the office, 20, George Street,

Vilpith
The PLYMOUTH MAIL, — DEVONPORT, STONEHOUSE, and WESTERN
L‘UUN’{'IES ATWERTISER, established in December, 1852, with which the Western
Courter, formerly the Weat of England Conservative, was incsrporated, May 10, 1854,
1= pullished every Wednesday, at the office, 22, Gegrge Street, by Wi, Richards, Esg.,
Prenricter and publisher, Its political ceeed is Liberal Conservative, it is clemded.ly
Stbiched 1 the Church of England, whilst ot the same time it respects the rights of
DKBS!‘J’HJ_‘N\. It unites the characteristics of o family as well as o business paper, and
Particulsr attention is paid to the reporting of all local proceedings, whilst the
W_T"”'-"'ﬂli interest receives its full share al attention in its columns. lts naval and
:’I:’:l-‘f ! nformation is full and accurate, being generally supplied by individunls
Iw“'"”""' with hath departments of the Service, The mining intelligence (= ample, and

o100 i used by the proprietor, by means of the telegraph and expresses, to
B: ™ his readers the earliest information of all matiers of importance, in every
1 of (he countey,

P“':':l’l:l!g-‘ljh-'liJUTH TIMES, established in 1820, is Conservative in palitics; it i
L Every Saturday, by Evan Hopkins, at the office, 1, Frankfort Street. It is a
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Joll cantlueted Protestant jeurnal, attachid to the Church of England, and af

bt of loeal or gengrul information will be feand fully and fairly reported in i

oinirine: (Source: pp. BT1467E,]

Nole

Evter Fiying Posl elaimed an average weekly eireulation of 2,716

el the cireulation figures of the rival Exeter and Plymouth Gozetl

Lntion of ‘stamped’ and ‘umstamped” sheets was portrayed as an examl

b and o frand’ of the confemporary newspaper stamp returns (Esetr

ag Post 70t 1858 pfa-b). The doy and date of events may be found by using the

unl Calendsr 1753 - 20087, in John Richardson, Lecal Historian)
din. Bnd. e, Historical Publications, London, 1986, pp. 62-63;

Thanks e dug to Mr Ton Masted and stalf ot the Westeountry Studies Libeary
Fxeter, for permizsion to reproduce materinl from the Library:

DHS MEETINGS OVER THE YEARS
Robin Stanes

T 2t e Society will hold its meetings at Bradnineh (19 March) and Holsworthy
(35 June' These will be the sixty-sixth and sixty-seventh meetings of the Society
;uuuijd:- Freter sinee fts beginning in 1965 We have never been to Bradninch l'u:fn're,_
bat did o to Helsworthy in 1979, The idea of all these meetings is to give our
membiers o chanee to visit and hear something of the history of places they might
otherwine ot visit, and @leo to lend encouragement and support to existing local
history pocieties where they exist, or where there 18 a museumn, or where there might

I snterest

We bt so far met at the following places:

1970 at Plymouth; 1971 Tiverton; 1872 Barnstaple and Tarre Abbey; 1973 Bideford
und Okobampton; 1974 Honiton and Totnes: 1975 Ifracombe and Tavistock; 1976
Ashibirtom and Kingsbridge; 1977 Crediton and Mt Edgecumbe; 1978 Newton Abbot
unid Torrington: 149789 Culmstock and Holsworthy; 1980 Chulmleigh and Modbary;
V51 Colvton and Lydford; 1982 Hatherleigh and Ivvbridge: 1983 Bampton and
[hiwlish: 1984 Appledore and Moretonhampstead; 1985 B and Axmingter;
1986 Cheglord and Winkleigh; 1987 South Brent and North Molton; 1988 Brixham:
1988 Combe Martin nnd Exmeuth; 1990 Buckland Abbey and Hartland Quay: 1991
Beafird and Cullompton; 1992 Membury und Tavistock; 1993 Instow and Dunkeswell;
1914 T h and Torridgeside; 1995 Plymouth and Honiton: 1996 Creditan and
Chulmleigh; 1997 Woodbury and Mt Edgecumbe; 1988 Uffeulme and Totnes: 19949
E‘}_”““"“”' mnd Lympstone: 2000 Sampford Courtenay and Barnstaple; 2001
Sidwouh snd Tarrington; 2002 Ottery St Mary and Buckinstleigh: 2008 Thorverton
and Custirms House Exeter: 2004 Torquay and Branseombe,

Pluces not visited =0 far,
u:;r I.'J“ particular arde_r. Witheridge. Bere Ferrers. Lynton and Lynmouth.
r_hwgll‘l-""”'-qlf:l’m&'uck Bishops Mympton, Kings Nympton. Seaton, Fremington.
et lr;rn.ll\'l’-mm. Seaton. Upnttery. Musbury. Ashreigney. Bradworthy, Woolsery.
“nk‘lun --_” N;T.un St C_yrus; Mnlllami. Haolbeton. Aylesheare. Yealmpton, Ermington,
it iirlestone, Avet_nn Gifford. Saleambe, Slapton. Stoke Fleming. Dittisham,
pringlon. Gatmpton, Kingswear, Marldon. Kingsteignton. Starernss, Kenton,

Lam

e th , 1 . -
with o - there are others. Members may wish 1o comment on this list ar add to it

Itdeay i i ingd
=48 Or may like to prganize a meeting in their own Lown or village.




DEVON RECORD OFFICE

A miny Davoun Histury Soctety members may have already discovered, due oy
mive L.: new premises, Devon Heeord Office, Exeter, which closed for rnnst. e
operations b 2 July, will remain elosed until roughly the end of the vear, This g
e move to proceed, with the conyeying of the huge number of documents fron
« il the estabhishmnet of the office in the new building
Exeter, The move will provide for significantly improv
fiieilitis and an enhanced serviee designed to meet the needs of a wide range of naers
Thore will be o servipe point, with copying fueilities in the Cogtle Strect, Eng_ﬂl
promises, ot which corrent microfilm and miceofiche sources (parish registers
eloctornl registers, tithe maps ond appointments, ete) will continue to be rnl'd_n
aflabile but with limited staffing. The mierofilm and microfiche copies of cerfuin
of documents in the Devan Record Offige, Exeter, ¢urrently held in North
Bevon Heeord Office, the Plymouth and West Devon Record Office, and for their awn
areas e virons Service Paints around the county, will be able to be consulled il
these incations a5 st preqent (but note that Exeter staff will not be visiting the serviel
piinls disring the elosure period),

1 LW BTarngE
Groat Moor House, Sowto

The research servioe will continie to operate during the clasure but may be afficle
by the unavailabitity of deciments nt varions periods while the office ig elosed,

All other services will be suspended during: the closure period, This hnnilﬂ!'
photocopying (other than the feilitics in the Custle Strest fervice point, enquiniis’
(st fax, e-mail and telophone) other than these of a legn] or official nature and thy
provigion of copy micrefilm/fehe of parish registors. Aceeptance of deposits of records
will net be pogsible until after the office opens in the new building.

Further information about the spening date of the Devan Record Office, Exeter, al fts

new premmises will he annodneed in dae COUTEE.

For mare informiation én thi mive plans and the new building itself, the North Deve
Ravord Office, the Plymouth und West Devon Record office; Serviee Points and the
ruseareh service, sus wib pages at hl.Lp:.Hwww-l.devrm:gnmﬂo'd.ruﬁnmepﬂgu.-hlﬂ’ll

T
SRR RNETTY

)

11)])

ST PETROCK'S CHURCH. EXETER

f,'F nr i j .

%TP’ A ""f‘ 1865 photograph to make it fit Fof our fast issue (DI 65), in

. ”: Bhanji’s paper Threa old phutographs of Excter: St Petrock's Chureh rovealod’
’I’" At the church vlock, mentiomed in the text, did nnt appear We fire repent the

PR, (0 ity full hotghs.




REVIEWS

(Headers pre advised that opinions expressed by reviewers ave their own nd py
necensarily thoge of the Editor or of the Devon History Society as a whole)

Mudicine und Sclence st Exeter Cathedral Library: a short-title eatalogus
printed hoales, 1483 - 1900, with a list of tenth to nineteenth century min,
seripis complled by Pever W, Thomas: Univeristy of Exeter Press 2008, xxvil + 35
piges 11 llustrations, ISBN (85989 5742 Hardback £50

Although various Hstings exist, this entalogue is the first to be published covering i
the medienl and seientifie works held at the Exeter Cathedral Library. Cver 250
printed worlis are included along with 48 manuseripts, Tt is difficult to review a cate
logue fully without going through nnd checking each item one by one. As this woul
take this reviewer move time Chan it took the compiler 4 prepare the publication, it
heped that the reader will fyrgive him for eancentrating on the introduction and g
ol lnyout,

The firat part of the intwd iction sets out the history of the Cathedral Lihwaery wilk
particular seference to the arquisition of the present collection of medical snd b
tific-items. Sueh works wers honsed i the libirary from its earliest days. The biodk
prosented by the first Bishop ol Exeter, Leofvie, during the eleventh centiry contmmn
A mumbiy intended mire for the physician or nataral phil pher than the theal
or liturist. The must Impartant bequest, however, was that of the Exetar phwiﬂ‘I"D
T‘_humnn Gliess (17T08-1786), In 1814 miny of Glass’s books were presented m:I indef
it loun 1o the Devon and Exater Hospital, where they remained until the imnpend-
ing; Nativnnl Health Servics saw their roturn in 1948, More recently, in 1964 the
E::'I' f‘;*"'[t‘;'-‘llltﬂll 'Jib? ry began the transer on loan of its other dlder books to th

-athedral Library, This seetion i i i s
stand inits own :’ghr..hl. TR SRS e

Must of the remainder of (e introduction congerns the prineiples uniderlying the
srrnngement and deseription, of the works listed. These are clearly set out and
I}:ulfllrljdi :.lh-rlhmlnllwo" vho is neither a Hbrarian nor an archivist, to fllow the mui
it e ey (8 e st b e

# od by g lisi of manuseripts, in chronol 1 order

hesies by Franees Brown, Lutterworth

it's Box of Sealed P

o 140 pages 4 illustrations. ISBN 0 7188 30441 5, Paperback £17.50

1 laimed divinely-inspived prophet, was born near Ottery
ap Mary oo 1760, and after spending some time in Exeter died .i'n London .m 1814,
5 [utime, her supporters ran into thousands. However, her ar.lrpeal was by
pi means whiversal. Some believed that rather than communicating with Gnr.i._she
was el controlled by Satan. Certainly, her attitude to her detractors showed little
evidenes of Christian cheek-turning. t made life a misery for an Exeter cler-
gvman, nlmest rained her brother, and placed a curse on George 1T, Others were con-
vined tht she was 4 charlatan or insane, At the age of 64 5h|? persuaded hgr 5;‘”;_
porters il o number of medical men that she was pregnant — with the second Christ,
whont sl pamed Shiloh. Southeott died without giving birth, and & post-mortem
examinalion revealed no =ign of any pregnancy, Claims however, were made that
Shiloh's turth did take place; but he ded 1 liately to H
OF thass to whom the name Joanna Southeott still means something, many know of
ter through her famous Box of Sealed Prophesies. This dates from around the turn of
the vighteenth century and contains a number of as vet unread predictions. The box
s eluburately sealed and may be opened only in the presence of 24 Anglican hishops
{nd 24 Southeott sympathisers al n time of national calamity Despite many invita-
tone to the senior clergy, the box has remained closed sinee 1835, when it was
searched by the Revd Richard Foley in case his senile father had hidden meney in it.
The seals an the prophesies, however, were left intact, The history of the box is
tiehed on in two recent biographies: The first, by Val Lewis, in keeping with its
litles, Saton's Mistress (Nauticalia Ltd, 1997), emphasises the darker side of
Southeatt’s nature, 'Mhe second, Je Sowtheatt: The Woman clothed with the Sun
(Lutteryurth Press, 20021, by the author of the book under consideration is more
evenly balaneed, 4
In thuis publication Brown on her hiography and presents a gripping, but
by no menns wer-sensational, history of the box and [ts varions custodians. These
veai with the distinguished engraver, William Sharp (1802-20), and ended with the
Panaves Socioty (1957 - date). She gives also an of the schisms following
Suatheait's death, nnd the chicanery employed by some in order to obtain the box ar
deturmine jig location, Brown documents also the contrasting attiludes Lowards the

Sudly, Indexes seorm 10 ba Znin, ' fashi

aul of : i icati
ot thenk, d?:m‘:m:p: fﬂshmn. By contrast, this publication has no les
Provenmnees and

o fubjucts; Finally the

I'nr”e-«I:n:‘,Tf LhL reviewer has consulted ¢atalogues concerning subjects as diverse i
X L4 1 :

o de tokens, vigarette cards, paintings, maps an!

P, his bonk standg out among the most informative-ant
Al withoat bejng Patranising. 1t can be highly recommendet
i l‘lu.'uka}ualvek 0F every library and individusal with mope thio

 Wstony of medicine in partioulay and of stience in general

A passmgr interest

8. Bhau!

inssaliig of the prophesies, Some urged the bishops to do this az soon as possible;

ur_lh.- ' 10k a pussive stance, preferring to leave the matter in the hands of God,

 This is-a well-researched and well-written work,; easily followed by a reviewer with

“ﬂllh_'e.' knowledge of theological niceties; The illustrations are clear and apt, and the

badl is riplite with elearly set-out references to primary and seeandary sources, This

bk gy e recommended.  Libraries and individuals intereated in Toeal, social and
history should find it i particular interest.

8. Bhanji




Alfyed the Great' And Friends A story of Prisoners _ni'Wﬂr and I_.aq;:p_ls, By M
Haojanitz, 147pp. Mary photograpt im‘i.ud.inﬁ repr ‘ fiong of it lebters g
il dicuments. 2000, Paperback, Price £6.95, Ny ISBN

[l authons mother, Bdng Sl marrivd one of five Germin Prisoners of War wha wen
b 1 [itiey Coump at Briston snd worked on farms in the Wembury area, includ.
st (e Dl Barton Bavm whors Edng was serving as a Women's Land Army-mib,
( |.: werivil I this eountry they had first been sent to the Barony Camp in Dumfrie.
Attt b= wedding the author's father settlod in Wembury, taking British natinnaliy
living there nntil his death. Barely five feet tall he was nicknamed Aling
the Great’, The bhook's sin i to rocanstruet the lives both of this small group of POW;
4 Devan and afterwards, ingluding their Germun relations and of some of the vl
! who knew them. This she doés'in large measure by reproducing manuscenpt
photagraphs, offivial doruments affecting individuals and other more public
a4 pajes from the Women's Land Army manual. There 1s much to interes
; nranns of the immediate post-war perind. The POWs remained in England
tensti] 194748, <ome Hice Alfred returning there az soon s they could.

Thie nuthor prplaing that their strong Christian beliefs were a major factor in he
paerenly” attitude to life ond 1o cach other. Nor does it seem that there was any hostil
ity to the Germins in the Wembury ares and the newly-weds appear to have hud m
social problems, Thire is u suggeation, though, that Ttalian prisoners warking on loal
farms were not held in the same regard,

While desrribing ber mother's childhood and adolescence she. alao tries to find
ubout the fates of the other four POWe working on the farm in Wembury, In this she
o lurgely suceessful. She has alss pssembled informating un the Barnﬁy House Clung
0 Seotland, including powerfol woodeuts from its quarterly religln.us magazine and i
ranibier of reports un educntion standards in the camp. Sonie ather POWs who worksd
In the Wemlbniry aren ure describod and their experiences illustrated, ineluding Hfen
.Fl'r.'ii". here are uecounts of the Inter lives.of spme of the Germans who went home
and did not return to England. The lust part of the book consists largely of soenes ol
villsge life m the fities and lator including the opening of the new village hall, a Too

rincert and varionschurch everits, many by way of reminizcences of now elderly vk
Jiape : L

The wuthér must be cangratatated an attempting o new type of illustrated normy
twve I ia b well-prepured scraphiok with iteme from the lives of & number of lnked
L(J;:li;-:-luhlmls and [amilies: both British and German. On the whole it suceoeds
(ot mome uf the phatugraphs lack clarity. A list of the cast, both British ant

o, would have been helpful. It is valuable to huve copies of certain of the doe

I-.nu‘n;.s teproduced sueh a8 the ngresment on the terms of service of POWs gigoed b
fetarmer concerned but some of the others might have been omitted such s e

ropariEon the standsrd ol teachs . S 5 e
Bl o sk eaching at the Barony Camp which in some plages are di

Adrian R0

L wembury at the first Mill i

Wembury Local History Society and seeks to
| The sluds beging with establishing the geography of the Domesday manore, a task
which includes the identification of Traine Manor with that of Afelmestone The

A Deseription of the D day Manors of
Wembuiy Parish. Wembury Local History Soviety. Secard (Memorial) Edition Dec.

| a2, 40pp-22 iHustrations 14 maps. No price given,

This ety was first published in June 2000, The new edition commemorates its late

editar, Michael B Arnold, who died in 2002 1t is the work of four members of
tablish the of Wembury parish.

boundaries of Wembury Manor were those of the lands given to Plympton Priory in.
475 anil cemaming church tithe free until the nineteenth century although latterly
under Loy ownership. More difficult was the D sadny manor of Britrycheston the
remulns of which are arguably represented by Raneleigh, Thus the parish had six
panors (twn) Langdons, Down Thomas, Traine, Wembury, Britrychestan/Raneleigh.
Huving estubbished the boundaries the study goes on to consider their individual
Bistorioufhtes, those of the magnates wha lived in some of them and the houses they
balt, not always i Wembury parish. The history of the various Wembury houses is

Ccongiderod as well as that of Tangdon Court.

A5 yorant there 15 an interesting draft of a petition from some of the Wembury

partshiviers written just befire the Dissolution of the Monagteries complaining that
although they pay for s priest none is resident and there is frequent delay, They had

thpeefies hived tyeir own. It is not known if the petition went to the king or if the prior
afFlymplon earried out his threat to deprive those of his tenants who suberibed to the
unifficinl priest of their holdings.

Thiz 12 0 well planned study and although of primary interest to those concerned
with the area both the methods used and the source consulted should be of

cansiderable value to those wanting to do a similar study of the other parts of the

county 1t hag used maps wherever p are well

chnben

sible and the pk hs of buildi

Adrian Reed

T}m Hisence of Exeter by Todd Gray, The Mint Fress, 2004. 40 pages, illusteatid.
ISBN 1 903356 48 5 £4,99 5

Tndti Uiray, Exoter's vesident histian aad kil s N et Intirasiine
Alaple-hound book-to mark the vity’s 2004 3 el

dnTh;I- ok I'IE the lasting memorial of a two-week axhibition in Exeter Guildhall when
“nc:‘lll.lllj';rl‘l:s finm the archives and objects from the collection of Exeter's b

Iﬁjﬂh::if'—ltu!,i_[m as wha.t. constitutes ‘the essence of Exeter’ iz a personal and slightly

e E|:::|.|: While na-ome will Fn\n] at the inclusion of the Guildhall and the Cathedral,

Pk < of Gerald the Girafle (a stuffed exhibit from the Royal Albert Memorial

By 'I" "n_d Harry Hems' lucky horseshoe ifrom the facia of his Longbrook Street
Vil raised o few eyebrows.

35




Porannally. T think the selection of the giraffé i3 a good orie, and introdusey ,
humorous element, hit the horatshoe 15 more problematie. IF it d‘-'a_‘ anytling jj
encoarages people to ook up and be ohservant. (Needless to say, the mirafle was yy
transirrtid to the Guildhall for the exl\ihitl.nn!J :

Othir smaller chiices included in Todd's list are the Matthew the Miller effigy frm
Uie chuseh elock of 8t Mary Steps, the representation of the Phurn':h: Trom
Princesshmy, the wooden statue of S Peter from the Carfax, and the Exeter elephan
[the wouden misericord of hetween e1230 and c1260) from the Cathedral choir At the
luch Todd suid he wanted to summarize everything that is different and unuam
about Exeter in 5,000 words,

This little bosk 2 o fine introduction te Exeter's. history, taking as s chapur
headings Tapegraphy, Commerce, Culture, Education, Religion, Palitics and Tourian.
The ook 18 handsnmely illistrated, attractively designed, and doesn't btk down f
the reader. As 1o whit Todd regards as ‘the essence of Exeter', one could suggest tha
thee clty walls, the Quayside and the Devon & Exeter Institution might have bue
ircluded And this reviewer would have preferred the artist John White Abbot tohaw
besen attributed correctly as John Whita Abbote.

The potron of the exhibition was the Express & Echio, whose eentenary year thisi
and it seemed to he well attended.

Brian Ly Messune

Totnes by the Totnes Museum Society. The Mint Press 2003: 100 pages. Numeros
iustrations. Hardbucle £20.00 TSBN 1 903356 34 2 Softhack £14.00
ISHN 1 903356 45 ()

This handeome large-format book is a co-operative work praduced by Todd Gray ind
hig Mint Pressin the name of the Totnes Mussum Soeiety.

Three members of the society have contributed captions, many of them lorizthy
the 107 illustrations which make up the bouk They are Bob Mann, Walter Eing, o
Jill Dryadale.

The illustrations are a1l produced in menseheome, except the front and back cove
pretures, and introduce for the first time the twelve paim.ing;s of Robert H, Frout
done etween 1793 and 1841, and the twelve 1856 paneil sketehes of N.W, Deckamil
Th" rust ol the hook comprises early photographs, ninetesnth century prints, and !
few drawings by lncul pesple from the Totres Museum Collection. Todd Gray round
Off the book with six prints of Follatun. Berry Pomeroy and Sharpham

Like: all Mint Press publications the book is well produced and a leleaa-'m‘e g real

Fven though it 14 essentially a pich T
e ¥ a picture book, one ends up knowi & t Totris
thanks Lo the wellanformed captitns. il

Brian Le Messiritt 8

in old picture posteards: Sadru Bhanii. Euvropean Library

Topshas 11 NETHERLANDS. 2003, lustrated, 78 pages. 76 lllustrations. Price

lthommo | T
19 65,

i thoy i fally put together boaklet s ideal for a stranger who wishes to combine
o pleasint i with diseavery of the history and background of the town of Topsham.
Tt 12 elim aod AS in size <o as to fit neatly into the pocket and starts with a simple
Jogul mag rom which a route of the walk can be followed alphabetically, The author's
briof il concise introductory history of the town, fram the Neolithic period to the
carly pare of the twentieth century, whets the stranger's gppﬂl_.ilu_ for more detail. He
will nat b dizappointed if he follows the route sand identifies the individual posteards
with puslitions an the map. The posteard reproductions are generally erisp and clear
munoehirone and each hasa footnote which deseribes the contents of the picture and
connectes ostorienl or otherwise interesting details, Most of the posteards illustrate
seenes from i mid pineteenth to mid twentieth century and detérmining the dates
when the vasions photographs were taken must have prezented the author with some
probluma. Where known, the date of posting of individual photographs is stated, The
reader does nol bave to be a stranger to the town to henefit from this little booklet:
leals will e interested to read, for example, that part of Victoria Road was once a
rape wrilk. that the ‘onee notorious’ White Street was, as well as being ‘the poorest
part of Topsham. . known for the drunkenness and violence of its inhabitants.. ' and
that. until 1920, Topsham had its own pier:

B L B Thomas

;‘nmlr:ln: The m\rwal of the curious North Devon Cherry by Michacl Gee,
s, 4000, The Mint Press, Exeter, 2004, ISBN 1 90335636 9. Paperback £3.50

:E;hfa éLI r:.u'ti\.'t\ little hguk describes o revival of the mazeard, & small, black, sweet

uthl'r\ Whieh aecording to Risdon grew predominantly in north Devon. The
ablication marks the: ing of the Millenni i il
!ITlud.c— passible by the gift 1
Hn arey planted with 85 mazzard trees,

The mue
he muutrurd may be traced back to the late-sixteenth century but its growth in

Wil

r%\'_ﬂn teclined in the twentieth century for various r 1 Gee explores the
EID of L Fruit.aud deseribes the five main varieties. He expresses the hope that
1 on the growing of mazeards could he provided. The index to Devon
S -nﬁ?“des no clue to {Seid_s thus called but purely by chance I noted Twao
i tﬁa:du ﬁl‘ll a lutewmgﬁt{_senth century map of estates in the Otter valley.
e ;:n&pr 15 to he acyuired by the Friends of Devon's Archives shortly
o i Kenk. Tt is pussible that other maps may yvield similar information.
ke 3 handsomely produced and ilustrated with drawings by Rohi
1| rontemporary photographs. - .

The i
Kavilin,

Murgery Rowe.




We will remember them by Alex Mettlor und Gerry Woodeock. The Tavistoch gy
District Loenl History ‘Society 2008 Hardback: xi + 251 pp, 1200 by

pliotafiilustrations. £14.85. ISEN 0-95442184-1-2.

0 stalwaris of Tavistock & District Local History Society — Alex Mettler, o suti

rinl chemiel. pod Gerry Woodeoek, former head of history and head of g

at Tavistork Collipe and prolific writer on Tavistock — have written (his detaily|

woenunt of the men of Tavistdek who died in, or az the result of the First World Wy,
whiise nimee aro inberibed on the war memorial in the town's Bedford Square.

Thie list congists of 118 nomes, Bach is sccommeodated on two facing pages: heads|
by nn appropriste lustration, and comprising B00-900 words of text. The work hu
closrly involved s immense ampunt of research, with the lengthy list of sourm
whawing thut this has been carried out through books and directories; regiment|
offices nnd archives; organisations; papers and periodicals;
inseriptions elsewhers; in varioos locations and dosuments; and in musewms; 1ibearis
nnd record offices.  Information provided by a long list of individuals 1 ala
ncknowledged,

In recording biographical details of each individual the authore have provide
Information aheut family backgrounds, so that, there is much here to interest Gl
bistorinna. Similarly there is the professional historian’s enmmentary regarding the
progressive events of that war, which was so-disastraus to its victims. This is [ndss
o further reminder of the blondiness of those terrible yoars, the enormous wisto i
human lives, and the intense sorrows that had to be endured by families coneernel

Another reminder brought out is the numbers of children in families that wers sl
in the early twentioth century — a family of six children was not esnsides
particlurly targe — and one wonders at how meaEre finanees were stretched to food
let alone clothe them all, considering that many of the wage-sarners were mines i
farm lnbourers, Nevertheless, parente genevally seamed to bestow worthy family o
traditionnl christisn names upan their children, rather than the kind of meaningles
Hancy” numes #o often encountered laday,

The I:t.mk i besutifully produced, on good paper and with an approprinte dust jackt
portraying mossed poppies. There is an indey, Reading in places would have bei
;:::I:I:i E‘-;fx:ln: ‘E TTV?‘] \'essr:dﬁ hud not heen noted in }ﬁ\rerLPd commas but m_'ﬂ-
of \u'“]']‘ﬂ\-lﬂ IID'-P;"I L"Jt.’:':!:l'll:;.in\:l nnql.]“lﬁ‘wnhqur them‘ e itahcs. A"‘d thH m}”w
huwever gven correct] SRR Ed.ward_l Lutye.ns. (T ety

e wetly, in o loeal reference, on page 34,
Production of this work has obviosly involved conalderable dedication, Tt is

eximple of investigations that migh ile 1i
5 i ight will be followed in o VT
connections atill exisy. Srcee v

Hisliin Harmo

favisloe s Yesterdays. Episodes from her History, 13 by (.Woodcock,
Ty the auther, 96 pages, 29 illustrations. £4.95.

latest of the thirteen books in the series wpon which Gerry Woodeock

1 1985, and it seems that this former Head of History at Tavistock Schoal

from heing lost for fopies,

Al in the new issue comprises o revised eontinuation of the author’s

 Pivsstuek Sehool, published 25 vears ago. whose fivst part was included in

ok Mo 10 This extract deals with developments between the middle eighteenth and
| Centaries:

[ollpwed by sections on Samuel Merivale, eighteenth century Preshyterian
pastor of Tnvistock’s Abbey Chapel; the development of theatre in Tavistock, from
passible (oureanth century beginnings, with suitable venues often having to be
anprnvized antil boilding of the Town Hall in 1864 and development of the Wharf
Centre from 1996; and consideration of eordwainers — workers of fine leather ~ of
whom Tuvistoek hud 93 in 1763 and 76 in 1861,

A colouriu! secount of the opening of the Tavistock Canal in 1817 the origins of the
towns Duilidhall from the original given by the abbey's last abbot in 1537 to the newly
<ited present building given by the Duke of Bedford in 1848 — of which the
magisirules conrtroom is now closed and the police station set for removal; the 1859
Adt for construetion of the market hall and associsted buildings; and Tavistock's
Lraneh of the Primrage League provide further topics,

Thoee iz o lengthy seetion researched from personal letters (eomprising a quarter
of the baok) on Francis William Harwood, a redundant Tavistock foundry worker who
emgraied to the New World in 1884, and his family, who became established at Easi
Lynn, |||5n.uis. The then Liberal Winston Churehill's anly visit to the town during the

‘Hon campaign is recalled, as is the Chrigtmas truce during the First Warld
evelopment of Tavistock’s Temperance Hotel in 1838 and the subsequent
ol use, b0 Tavistock RDC offices in 1948 and to the Sir Francis Drake pub in

1983 nd Ordulph Arms in 1985, ave traced,
A rk-lﬂl'mf = given of an early twentieth century GP who pioneered health and sex
n Iulucall_l,' apd later nationally, a nate on ninetecnth ventury funeral costs, and
iment in 1898 of Tavistock Urban Distriet Couneil, complete the selection.

Helen Harris




WEMBURY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

The programme for the remainder of the year includes:

21st O - Stpnehouse and the Edgeumbe Family — Mrs

Cynthia Gaskell-Brown;

I vember 2004 — Riots Rows and Ruetions in Aveton Giffard — ¥

Ken Doughty.

MEETINGS ARE NORMALLY HELD IN THE ENIGHTON ROOM OF
WEMBLURY MEMORIAL HALL, ON THE THIRD THURSDAY OF THE
MONTH, AND COMMENCE AT 7.30PM.

MEMBERSHIP IS £4.00 per annum
VISITORS £1.00

For further information about the Society or its meetings,
please contact:
Chairman: Mrs Eileen Arnold 01752 862367
or
Seeretary: Mrs Susan Johnston 01752 863252




