





DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

Clarrent and hick isres of Tha Devon Mistorian (except for sumbers 7, 11,15, 16 and
4] can bt ohtsined from Mg 5. Stiviing, Devon & Exeter Institution, 7 The Close,
Fxober FX1 1EZ (Number 22, which 43 available, wns not 8 ‘normal’ fzsue, but was
tabstlly divnted 4 baing our fvas Bibliography ), Copies up (o and including No 38 pre
pirdied at £1.70, post frow, and from No 57 onwards £2.50, Alse avatiahle past free nre
Inder o The Otan Hisforian (Tor issoes 1-15 Thp, 16-30 £1.20 and 31-45 L1300, and
Devon Bihiiseraphy (1980 Thp, 1981 and 19682 80p each, 188 and 1884-85p each),
Hibdiugraplies fior more recent yeurs ire avallable from Devon Library Services,

The Viee Chnirman, Me John Pike: 82 Hawkins Avenue, Chelston, Terquay T2
BES, would ke glad to pequire copies of the gut-af-stock numbars of The Deron
Hiztorion fsted above,

NOTE FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Articles are woloomed by the Hin, Editor ta be considiered fior poblication in The Decon
Hiktoriaa. Groarally the Mgt ahuld not excsed 2 000 - 3,000 words I plus nites and
pareihle lustrations |, although much shorier picces of suitable substanes may plso be
accoptatie, as wee lems of informatisn concerni ng ek, local societion and partie
alar projects belng andortaken.

T sssint Ehe wark of the Bditor and e printers pléase ensure that contributinns are
chimrly typewritten, an ine side of the paper only, with double spaelng and adequte
mrging, and ylio, as fur g4 possible, that. the jmrmal’s sty is followed on such miat-
terd s the reatrisioid use of capital letters, initis] single rather thun doubls inverted
voenzg, Lhe writing of the date this o g5 50 Novembee | 994, iy,

DEVON'S BEEKEEPING PAST
Rabert Cgdan

By the end of the Last loe Age, the polar desert covering the Land gave way to a regener-
ation of vegetation resulting in much of tha land becoming heavily woaded, and below
which an underprowih of nectar bearing plants and shroubs developed, providing the
ingredicnts vital to sustaining the re-establishment of @ honesy bee culbure, The Toe Ago
had put paid te any previouns apinn [, Treven (the bo hiad beon able toedbhstmd
the freezing tempertures, sll sources of nourishment hiod been destroved by the devas-
titing climntic changes severnl millennin earlier

Tn thie Mesolithie piriod, man, the hunter-patherer, sooght fiod where ke would, snd
for haneyeamb that invelved locating bee colemios in the forest where the baea had
made their nests in hollow trees or crevicea. As tinse passed, man progressed 1o simple
farming, the cultivation of rudimentary erops and basic animal hushandry, in his
attempt to devise ways of producing fosd sround him a5 he crested o new lileatyle.
Dhuring this evelutionary period he developed the skill of basket making using willow
o havgel, oo ereated o woven structure (o provide an artificial home G the hoony bee.
The earbivgt post glacial vemaing of o hotey bee were disesaered ae Mingie's Ditch in
Crfordsbure which have boen dated te npproximately 220 BES sadly no evidence of a
haskot hive was found ot the site: The implications for the aviilability of beeswax und
honey at this pereod, and indeed even earfier, s eomsidershle. Archaeologiest evidence
sugpests that the use of the basket hive, @ small comjeal wicker sonstriction referred ts
as an alveary,” but new more commonly known as a skep, may have started of least
2000 years agn in north-west Burope,? and from thence drifted west into Britain aleog
with people migrating from Europe. The hive enahled Beed to be transperied, sod per-
mitted the sarly beekeeper to move his stacka from place tooplece when the need nrse
Wicker haskets were not weatherproof, and some form of weather-gproofing had (o e
devised to give protection to the hive and itz contents, Mud, mixed with cow dung, wes
applied to the surface of the hasket ns o probective conting, and this process beegme
known s eloming.! By 1608, clooming had been refined when Butler sugpested that
“thie best cloome. s Neats dung: but s harden it temper it with lime and ashes, with
saned and grovel, which are allzo good againet the gnawing of miee’ * Baskot hivos
remained in lioted use antil the late nineteenth centory, their popularity eclipsed by
the strinw =kinp, favorrdd by the Germianie tribes wert of the Elbe. following it fntro-
duction intd Britain in Anglo-Saxon times, 7 Although the steaw ¢hop disploved o
groater nhility to withetand poor weather condittons, 1t tao noedod some protection
This toak the form of a hackle,! a sheaf of straw gathered tagether neor the top and
spread out to encompass the skep. Held in place near the bottem with a ring of plaited
straw, the hackle allowed the rain to run down its length, and fall harmlesely o the
ground thus keeping the skep, bees, and comb beneath, sound and dogt

HOUSING IN PROTECTIVE STRUCTURES

In exposed and inhospitahle areas, sunbstantial protection for the skops was provided
by a bee shelter. " This epen-franted roofed strocture of woed or stone, was some-
tumes fitted with one ar two shelves, and buill either sgainst o wall or, eecasionally,
frie-standing. Alihough aver forty auch huildings have been found in Britain, only one
sheltor has boen recorded in Devon, at Dinnabridge Pound on Dartnioor

A further type of protective strocture for shegs is known as o bee alcove.”
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BEE DOLES, SHELTERS, ALCOVES AND BEE HOUSES IN DEVON
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Essentinlly, this wes o secess in ai outdodr wall of s building, with one or more shelves
wehere eboeps cinld bestored snd pratectiod from the weather: Some stractures of this
type i nenetely decornted fronts, bt the prarpose, despite the decorntion, remned
unchanged, Fow bee nleoves have heen roported in the county, the most recently
recnrded beiug on the fringes of Exmnor in the parish of West Anstey st s derelict farte

Althuneh hew Bouses are relatively comman fn Burope, and fave: heen in wie for
SENINTICE, such struetures have found litthe favonr in Britain, O the twenty or 80
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Renown o have oxisted in Groat Britain, only ane has beon built in Devon. This thateh-
roolied edifien, which is hecagonal in shape, was boilt about 182530 in the gardon of sn
old rectory in north Deven, where it housed up to seventeom hives o theee lovels,

The mest common protective structure to house a skep was o bee boled N This
rocess wae constricted in the wall of o residence, barn, out-builling, gacdes b field, o
les=en the effects of the prevailing winds and weather Each bole usunliv aceommodat-
el asingle skap. Boles are asually found in seds, conmprising two or mone. Although sin-
gle recess sites huve boon found, they are less crmimon.

Many balis are positioned between 30 and 56 inches alove geound level, reflecting &
comfortahlo working height for beekeaping mantpulations. A few sets are lnested 72
inehis or more nbove ground level o alliw peaple 1o walk unhindered beliw thi bees'
flight path. This higher location provided greater proteetion for the hive as the hales
worw often tucked warmly bonenth the sverbanging thotch.

SITES RECORDED TN DEVON (a5 at. March 19541
b hobes 128 sets — imearporating 554 recesses
b shielters 1
b mbeoves i
bets homses 1
winter storage 4

BOLE CONSTRUCTION

Hewe holes tend to be made from natorally socarring msterinlg found at or pear the
site, Of the 125 aots of holea recorded in Devon, sixty-five are of eob construction, fifty-
six of stope, one of brick, foue are of stone and beick and one i of brick in s cob wall,
while the largest set located in north Devon, had fwenty-sevan recessee in g unique
stoné and enb eomhination.

Cab boles are almoat invariably demed, with the dome starting divectly from the
base. Stone holea ave vsually square or rectangulan, os this shape was the simplest by
eonstruct, although seme may be found that oo arehed, the arch stemming from high
In the vertical side walls, In all types of resess the rear wall may be reunded or Jal.

T baae of stone bules tends Lo be of similar matersal to the rest of the eonstruction,
whereas cob boles have a base of wither stme, glote, or ssmply lmemortar applisd divectly
ta the eab, Some cob boles from the lifleenth and sixtoenith conturies have hases of wood,
vty aak, which wers insered when the wall was built, and 0 number from this pees-
el By an ook Tintel from which a protective hessian cover soild be hung.

Thie width of the recess varkes greatly, although the majnrty mre betwesn 14 and 24
inches, with oeeasionn] enes s small oz 8 inches, They were clearly designed Lo acesm-
modite single skeps, whereas o few as wide a= 10 vo 36 inches were intended to bouse
o larger numbier of skeps,

CHRONOLOGY

Boles have been constructed over a period of some nine hundred years, from the
twelith century to the bwentieth, but the hey day of bee bole building was from the six-
teenth bo the elghteenth eentury, beeording to the pnadvsis of rocorded sites detailed
bt low, The obdest sof 18 4o be found ina roined medieval stene wall irenovated in £993)
ol thee abhey buildings ot Buckfast, whilat o depleted fourteenth century set ean he
sean high in o eoly wall of the Ring o' Bells 28 Choriton Fitzpaine, where monks wers
reputed to hawve lved whilst buldiog a loeal charch

&




Harliest Finur ropresentation of e Bngiiak bee shebier from William Laasons: Tha
coelitey honsebife's gorden®

ANALYSIS UF CONSTRUCTION DATES FOR RECORDED SITES [N DEVORN:
EZN gomtury L7th eentury i
Lt contusy 18th contury 4
Ldth oemtupy ; 18th eentury
1hth eentury 20th centiry I
Lath ooty F

LOCATION

Bree shelters, nleves; houses and biles wers eanstruchsd o clods proxinmity Lo 3 resi-
detwe of pood standiing g1 of some loeal impartinee. Bartons, farms, maner houses.
1‘3““‘“ and roctories, with their walled gardens und srehards, 'Fi.-n’tnn: prominently in thi
l_'B" uf propertios whice thse apicultoral antiguities are 1o e found. The hemes-of
farim mackars. sottagers and ather omntey folk Tivirig In midast sremetances tanded
ot toues suich ‘suphistieatost reflsges but made do with the niodest: protestion provided
By & hnehlo o¢ even an invertsd old ervamier erock. D Charles Butler, writing in 160

ndvised. For your heegarden first chonse some plot nigh vour home, that the Bees
may be insighi & hearing, becnse of swarming, fghting, o sodsine happe, whenein
thiy may deed your present helpe. Your gardoen of herbes and Aowers is fie fai the pur-
Pose; Seat thit it be safe, and surely fonced, not onlie from enttaile. Lot slso from the
vinlence of the windes, that when the Bees come laden and wenry him, Loy may
settle quictlic’?

EARLY RECORDS...

An enrly referenee to bees 15 included in the Exen Domesday Book:

‘Warlscin liss o manor colled Subvewordn, which Eszar held on the day that king
Erdward was alive and desd . There Ansger has twentyone villeing, and fourteen boe-
dars, and five serfs, and five swineherds, whe render vearly sixiy swine, auif oo bee-
keepers, who render seven sextaries of hanay, /12 The heckeoper or bet-caorl as he
wiis then kndwn, aleng with the swineherd, helangad to the lowest rank of fres men,
and n= a vaseal temant was bound to his lord's demesne, aod held from him a paoeel of
land. Each bea-siorl worked fir his lord om a regular basie and was required to rendor
as tribute to his master a sestar of honey. abeut ane asthoof o gallon, which was i lit-
the over 161 in weight, This manor was on heavily wooded hilly land with many |ish
valleys offering o generos harvest of nectar and pollen, on the south-sastern (rnges
of Dartmoar botween Christaw snd Lusteigh, whers even today mieh hamey of reeal-
lent Mavour ik produced. It seems strange thet the Devonshive Domesday & Gold
Inguest holds unly one rocied of beekeeping activity ot that date, when Che demand
for hesswax nnd honey was eonsiderable, Perhape tax avaidance 1= not an innovation
uf the Ewentieth century, us, on reflection, it would have been extremely ensy to hide
sugh activities in the landseape of the elevonth century.

By the days of the mid w tate nineteenth sentury, responsibility for the care of the
hees appenrs, in some circumstances, t hive heon devalved to the mateeni] side of
the family: O1H. Layeoek suggests that in the ‘cornar of the kitchen garden” of the old
Bevon farmbouse, the good Dome geows her choieearka. while mearky will bo her
row of bes buiis, each in o small domeshaped recess, known as 3 b hele, which are
hallowed out of the caliwill, its thickness admitting of this. This protecis the bee-
Butts from wind and rain, Each skep stants on its awe pedestal, which is4n the form
ot'a toadston]; and where are i bee-holes, the skeps are protecsed frim rough weath-
er by having an inverted sheal of straw, lenown us o hat, glaced sver tham' i

It is & eonstant challengo to discover why beekespers of éarlior tmes eroated api-
aries where we now find the evidence, Why doee the fertile lund in the Braunton aren
have ninety-three heo boles in cight separate focations, on what prompied the lncge
number of apiiey sites in the South Hams? A elee to the abundanee of bes hales as
Brauntoen is Lo bo found in Prebendary Chanter’s writings on Lhe Charch of St
Brannock. In painting the backdrop he deseribes the lasdscape thuy, s huge area
of over ten theugand serez al tich corn londs, meadows; marshes, moorlwnds sod
relling sumdhille, " Tinlike todag, the eomfialds of yesteryear were liviehly endowed
with a wonderful array of wild fewers, white the mesdows would hase boon white
with clivver, to say nothing of the Ooral abondaree to be found oo the moarlmds and
sandhillz in Chis fertibearon. I thio ense of the-Sonth Hams, the eraps of npples, cher-
ries il phems grown in the orchards of the area woold have reguired a pollinator ot
Dlsssim tume to mointein the siee and quality of the harvest, namely, thee humbla
Ty b

Heghins wote: Tt im possible to soy whion eob wie first ased in the smuth west ns




Thraw ehommes b bodey, dnting from efrce 130, found af a faemdn the Taw Valley néar

Chulmivigh, The base boord s onk as is the lintel above. The strau skep 1= modern.
Photsgraph BE Opden,

o Bmlding material, In Devon, eob walling seemy to have been known in the 13ih cen-
tury, and may he even older Wills of enb honses vary in thickness. They are ususlly
oot theee fiel and rusly less thian 2 feel § inches. As i rule we may say the thicker
the walls tho older the buiiding, and pi times they can ran to o much o 4 feat 6 ingh.
o=, There js o view that oo originated in wattle and danh constraction - perhiaps s
daruble wnttiework filled in hetween with mud ® A property ofsich constroetion sue-
irives al Chiltin nenr Bivkloizh, whete o sngle bee bale romains extant in the front
will of the housa. “Fhe owner recent]y removed eob to n depth of nbout a foot to reveal
well preseryud vesttls amd daub, Relinble opinion st the time was that the cob wie of
dth century ovigin',! ‘Chilton has always been isolnted, nover part of a biggee place,

We knuw it belonged, e part of his royal estate, to Alfred the Great, In his will, made
about SSOAD, ke 1ol hisfarm ton youngor gem’

RITES AND CUSTOMS

Truditional ribes and customs associsted with bees have develuped over the pen-
turies. One such ritual stems tn express an increase i regard for the hues as part of
the fistully rettinig, and appearsto have marked christian wndertones, This is the ritu-
ubof telling the beos™ of eventa in the Fimily, although deaths are the most widely
recalled. Hpon the death of the ownar, legend has it thist each hive should by told of
I..mm masler’s demize, ird retjunatid o rimain and work for the now master: 1f the

e wees ok told, they would die or abacond, After the fineral-had taken plage; it
Was eustomary fur sach hive dn be offered et of the faneral repast. The practice of

&

One of the earbies sets of bee bofes (noa cob wall al dhe Ring o' Beils af Chertion
Fitzpaine. Orginal photagrapht token by Rephleon Froeneh in 1964,




tellin Ui biees doclined after s ninetoenth century 2enith until the pressnl day, when

maeh o aven | might, evel 1w, prove newsworthy.

oy eonbinies Lo provide information about Jong forgotten bae boles and

{ie recard of aur beokeepilng heritage to be enelehed. Although o muomber of

3 'h e L Lt i the last twi years or e, there are still more lying dormant,

willing e b identified and recorded within the county. Visits to two fioems in 1999 pro-

dued valuatily st hind exidanes of skep beekeeping during the present oenbary. M

F W Webler contributed his porsonal memaries of his late fither's beekeeping ot

s Weel Farm, Clhilmleieh in the 156308 he was able to show me a shep and

ather ool pment ased by his father over sixty years ago!?® (Mr Webber subsequently
donsptied the skep to the moseam of the Internutional Bee Research Associmtion).

Evidinee of (he most recent use of boles in skep beekesping was provided by Mr WS,

Welibier of North Tawbon, whi gave the other bis personad recollection of T own api-

rive] nctivities it Yoo Farm during and just-after the end of the 193945 war 14 Thie
e ingdeed, and 1 am mwost grasteful to the two gentlemen concerned.

A r||u| prummiber of bee boles aream the pubilic domain, such as at Buckiast Abbey and

v Blells ot Cheviten Fitepaine, but by far the gremtest majortty ane on prviate

'.;;nd. 1t s impartant ty ohtain peemizsion befire visiting sites in private ownership, to

e Pt the gecnpunt's right bo privacy B4 respected, | am extremely. grateful to all

LETETOGN B0 Rk n 1l papor, who have given me necess to sites,

heir History, Muking and yse. Hebdon Bridge NBE 1687
nine Monarehie or The Hisgerle of Bees London 1807
el of' St Hranpeck, Braunton Exetor 1934
Honey Ostord University Press 1980
\egy af Heehoeping Landon Duskworth 2953
i rvtn Landon Batsford 1987
iy of Beekeoping iy Britain Londen 1858
andian Collins 1954, page 268
Mo’y Englend Lotidon BEC 18978
cerintry fopsewifie’s geeden London 1618
o uu"”"l' 0 Dovon Parmehonss!, Too dsaotions of the Deeorshing
e £,
Vot G e, Domesiday, ook Deon (Val 21 1585
“W.. Perainnl Commurnication 1952

L Wibbier, WS, Personal Communivntion 1943

ASPECTS OF THE
HOUSE REPOPULATION OF THE VILLAGE
OF WILMINGTON, circa 18440

Eedvwin Haydon

Adran Henstewk eoined the phrase ‘hoase sepopufition’ to describi the Hnking of
households enumerated in the census of 1841 with sctual baildings shown on the
tithe maps drawn about thie vear 184000 He deseribed the value, feasibility and
methods of house repopulation ¥ Henstock declared that the most Tmportant
attribute afa house vepapulation project was that it gives o geographicad and spa-
tial basis o census annlyeis? Donnis Mills develpped the procedars in hiz work on
the Cambridgeshive village of Melbourn? and then vsed the resulis o5 hagis for,
irter il pxnmining kinship networks by measuring the résidentiol propinguity
af i

One would, of conrse, obtain a much clegrer picture of the inhnbitants of o vil-
luge 150 yeare or 50 ago if one-had the bendit of o tontomporary account such as
Richard Cobbold's of Worhiam, Sulfolk.? or Richard Gough's The Hiitory of
Myddle T However H ene was as frimk as Gough one might well ineur Togs
oatrieiarm iFnot o el action.

In attempting this house repopulation of the east Deven village of Wilmington, 1
hawe used not anly the tithe magps and oppartionments and the census enwmera-
tor's books bt also the parish reglsters, ns envisaged by Mills ¥ The 1841 census
enumerater’s hooks rive only approximate sgee and no relationships within
household, a good reason for cress-reforencing to the parish reguaters and the
1861 census. The vensus enumerators could keep their schedulas ny ar ni
order, The tithe survey gives the owner and oorapier for every parcel ol property
and some description including acreage. Poszibly some cottage tennnts maght be
omitted because their produce would not be effectively tithable, Ten out o twenty-
five dwellings or 40% were identified by name in the survey Andior the vensas but
only four ars identaliable today,

THE VILLAGE

Wiltningron lies either side of o rend which elimba westward towiirds th mur-
ket tewvn of Honitar.

From the local historian's viewpiint any study of Wilmiogton sadses o problem;
althorgh Wilmington was the only villags in the parish of Widworthy, from time
immiemarial anly the south side o the rosd throogh Wilmington was neluded in
that parish, the north side beng within the boundories of the neighbouring parih
of Offwell, Tt i= omly in recent vears that this anomalous pesition has been recti-
Tl # 14 has aceordingly been nocessary to refer to the tithe maps-and apportion-
mants; the census snumerntor’s booles-and the rogistérs of both parshes in drdec
to earry out o house repopulation of the village ol Wil mington:

The genersl position of the village and the arens exchangsd betwesn L twn
panshes under the pastoral scheme are ilustrated in Figore 1.

Let us consider a sample hiuse on the south (Widworthy ) side of the read and
then one on the nocth (OfwelTEside of the road.
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THE SOUTH

Al|l the properties on the sruth side of the road were owned Ty the squire, Siv
Edward Marwood Elton Bart., whose seat was Widwarthy Court lving in its park
1 bl sonkh-west,

Mo 26 (see figure 20 was the smith’s shop. At the tine of the tithe survey the
voropant was-Joseph Mutter: OF him there is ng trace m the ren=zus enumerator’s
ool of 1841 but there we find Jomes Mubber aged 4 vears stated o be o black-
amith. One may presume, therefore, that Joseph Muatter moved out of the pacish
herause there s no teace of him ns boing buried sither in the Widwnithy or the
Offwell registers. Presumably then, Jomes wes the son of Joseph theugh on their
relationahip the registers arg agnin silont. Alternatively, thers was o elerical error
in the tithe survey; that s Joseph was really Jamea, ag both somes ean be abhroe-
viated and Jog' oasily confused with ‘Jas’. Fertunalely James can be better docu-
mentod: on §duly 1818 James Mutter of Widworthy morried Elizaboth Basler of
Offwell and four months later she bore hin a son Richanl, who was baptised sn
Lo November LELE, They would appear to have fllewed the time-honouned cus-
Lot of enduring thal the bride-to-be was fertile before entering into marriage.
Elizabeth unhappily was baried at Offwell only three months after her san's hap-

i February 1814, Jumes sought m seeond wife the nest year

and ¢hoice was Ann Baker whom he made pregnant belfore mareying her on 2
Jaminry 1821, Bhe was only 18 yenrs of age. Their son John was baptized on 3
June FEZ1 and she subsequentiy bore himea second son, Edwin, whe was baptised
on 11 January 1824, Again unhappily Ann divd at the young age of 30 yeure snd
wis buried on 20 May 832 The census enumerators book shows that James hind
ather ehildeen whio o ol appear i the baptizsmal vegister of gither parciaie b
LE41 in addition fo Richard, then said to he 20 vears of age, there was Emma,
agied 15 years and James aged 9 years. One con but wonder who bore him thoge
two children a5 his sccond wile Anm had died T yeirs previously, One charilable
selution appears to be that Jomes marriod o thicd wife in another parcieh and thn
shi teo had died by 1541, Ansthar is that they are step childron who had taken
his naome. At the time of the 1841 census Jame= had no female Hving with bim
other than Emma and a female servant, Martha Gilroy, aged 25 yoars, He wis
then preaumably a widower for the thivd time. By the time of the 1851 census
James was aged 52 years and is described as-a moster blacksmith, With him in
the house were only his daughter Bmmn now: aged 25 yeirs. and his soic Jaihes
aged 20 years and a miller by trade. At that time the Widworthy Mill was 21l in
aperatinn helaw the village on the Umborne Brook
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THE NORTH

The propertiss on the nerth side of the road in the parish of Offwell wero owrod
by & nurber of diferent pareans:

No 29 consisted of o house and buildings but with that plot went an orehard
{No 27 and o garden (No 28), The owner/ocoupier wis Emanoel Dommelt
Hutchins, The property was and still iz known as Borde In the consos enimern
tor's hools of THA1 Emanuel Dommett Hutehine is stated to bo 55 years of dge ond
imdependent. With him wére lving Daniel and Mary Booard. Daniel Board of
OiTwoll had married Mary Pagne also of Offwell, on & Avgust 1827, Dinie] was 35
wearsof age snd an agricultural laboarer: His wifo wik 30 verra of age. They had
five surviving ehildeen, four daughters and one son, with ages runging from 11
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img with thom, By 1851 Daniel Board had moved with
Eparade accommosdation (see helow |, His wife and four of
With bim was alsa living an illegitimate grandson one

i o hin eldest daughter Ann aped 22 yoars who had

y womders I that child was the resson for the family split.
o, aged B4 vears, o widswer and o pauper, who in the 1841
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vemsas had been an-agricultural Iabourer living with James Greesslade and Ris
family in the next property down the hill, was now living with him. By 1851
Emunuel Dommett Hutching, then deserilied as o retived frmer, aged 70 vears
wits still living it Reeds with a 68 vear old female bonseservint and Agnes Parris
aged TG years, o visiting annmitant.

“THE HOMELESS®

Thia study of a small East Devon village shows that the art of house regopulo-
Lon 4 not an exact sewnce: there semuin two families on the south side of the
road and five on the north aide who are listed in the census enwmerntors books in
1841 but whe do not appear on the tthe apportionment forms & oceapying any of
the properties listed in the tithe survey. Probably sub-tenants or snme small ten-
ants might bave been pmitted from the tithe survey. Mast of ‘the homeless' ssem
to have moved elsewhere by 1851 and may represent the less seoured families.

CONCLUSION

Thet whele population of Wilmington village listed in the censue enumerstor’s
bonks for 1841 is set out in Table 1. Among the 29 families there was o total pop-
ulation of 170 peraons meluding servants and an approntice, OF that total 52 9475
were adults, that is aged 18 years or more, the number of men and of women
being nearly equal, Young ehildren aged 10 years snd under seeaunted for 28,285
af the population, (Tablo 11

Fallowing broadly Professor Conper’s tabulaiion based on the Laslett Scheme of
household strocturetd, the hovsehald steaetare bn Wilmington village in 184 s
eet gut in Table 2. OF the 29 families, 25 — that s more than B6% — were nuclear
hiended by & married peraon, Fabile 2)

The seventeen trades and oocupations of the 59 inhabitants of Wilmimgton who
deelared thelr employméent in 1841 wre set out in Table 3, Becauge of the main
road there was a high proportion of tradesmen and craftsmen. Mest of the farm-
urs lived in dispersed fornistends. The title of yeoman i enphemistic for farmer
the title thoretically refers to a substantial farmer farming his own freehold and
anly Frederick Gould eould posgibly elaim that statoe in 1841, (Table 35

The 15 male and female servants, wha lived in, were employed by sight fami-
lies twe yeoman families employed three and four servants tespectively, all of
whom were sgricultural workers; a carpenter with four children aged 7 years and
less emploged two female domestic seevants; o chandler with two children aged 2
years-and under employed two female domestic servants; and the publican, the
schoelmaster, who wias a widiwer, the blacksmith who was likewize o widower,
and a huilder ench employed ooe domestic servant, Thoss emploved by others
than farmers were non-agriculturs] workers,

Finally one must stress the great mobility of families and the consequent
changing faee of the il n the decade between the tthe survey in 1539 4
the 1851 censns, Three fomilies left hetween [ 830 and F841 and of the 20 families
who lived there in 1841, 11 ad lefl the village by 1881, S0 betweeno the tithe sus-
vey and thie 1851 censas T4 out of 32 families had left the village. Only four new
Fapilics came into the villoge and one returned dering thet same period,
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trn 196D,
‘o nnd Compoesition in King’s Lyom, Table 1 ot po 212

L ENGEMENTS
{ fortune thint two oxperts in this Beld of notional standing,
wiis Miller and Professer Roger Kain, each kindly agreed to peruse this
rffersg and hove made mast helpial comments.

DEVON LANDSCAPE ARTISTS:
FREDERICK RICHARD LEE

Bill Ranznm

Frederick Rickard Lee was born at Barnataple on 10 June 1798, At & very early
nge he was appointed as on Bnsign m the 56th Fool Regiment. Aceording ta
Saloman Hart! he took partin the Walcheren expedition hut as this occurred
between May and December 1808 it s, to say the least, unlikely, Grant? prefors 1o
place his Netherlnnds serviee some &ix vears Inter at Bergén-op-Zonm. Whiatevir
the expedition it is generally agreed that Loo's army career was abort lived for by
1 BI& he was admitted as o student ot the Boval Avademy. Only four vears lnter
Lew exhibited at the British Institution his fivst known pictore: Seene at
Lymmouth’ (sick which messumad 3 f 6 in, x4 3 in, (8o 64 s tho exhibition) In
1524 he exhibited for the frst time at the Roval Acadomy ‘Cottage from Nature',
(Moo 1780 In 1834 Lee wan eleete] an Assoctate of the Academy and, only four
years later, a full Academician,

L had imherited the family house at Pilton near Barnstaple and lived very
much ar the tourtry gentieman. ‘Being anexpert fisherman and & good shot Lee
watz often a guest in eountry houses and one of the first he visited was Redleaf
near Penshurst’ ! This was the home in Kent of a Me. Wells, n patron to meany
artists, who henceforth acted in this capacity to Lee much o the latter s advan-
tage in his early vears. Many of Tee's puintings were deown from seenes oo
Panshurat and in Kent, the earliost heing doted 1827 A Wood Scane in Kant! (Mo,
1061, "Redleaf, Bent’ (No. 1341 and ‘Neor Penshurst’ (No, 3671 were all shown at
the Britizh Institation. and in 1834, Showery Weather: Scone in Bent' (No, 2700
wag shown ot the Koval Academy,

Wellz felt he had the right to eritisise his protege but did not ablow, bghily, othe
urs to do g0, Redgeave! records that on 25 April 18T, one of the varnishing daye
at the Roval Academy; ‘Tae was there: by the way he is older than [ am in years
and older muoch ne dn Academy member. He is one, however, who umtil the lust
ten years hns gone by the name “young Lee™ owing to his fresh youthful look. He
wiid remvinding me of the bright times when old Wells of Redbeal used to bully him
sadly nhout hie art hot he woold allow no one else o bolly him Taking Kogers the
paet ap toone of Lee's pictures at the Brtish Institution Wells pointed it oot as a0
elever work by a young landscape paanter, “Yes yes” said Rogers, “1 dare say but
dull prose, dull prose”™ To which Wells imomediately replied *Dull prose is 367 Dol
prosa‘ia & goed denl better then vnintolligible poetry”™ thus upholding his friend
and at the same time administering o back-handed hit ot his detvactor’. Hedgrove
al=o velotes an ancedote eomeerning Lee which both demonstrates Lee’s commor-
vial suegeas ne pn prtist and Conatable’s somowhal, sodr response. On 30 April
1866, analher vaornishing day at the Academy, Lee told how Constahle had
vernarhed T hear vou sell all your paintings’, Why ves, said Lea, I'm pretty forto-
nate — don't you sell vours? N, said Constable, T don’t gell any of my pivtures ond
Tl tell you why When [ paint o bad pickure Leon't like to part with it and whin |
paint o good one | ko to Keep it

Lew, himself, we are given (o believe, was little afTected by either critisisn or
pradee of his work. OF all successful artists he was, perhaps, the most disinterest-
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0 profiesgion und oat are 5o oot his fellows So]_-::lnm Hart! nites
siree wyith hia fellow men, Lee's conversation was devord of
\uberist. Min peserie T alwaye [elt arose fraim his l'!:ar ul mmn::itting himself. He
approcinted goai talk in atlrs as he showed by be.mg 1 gond ||atgnm:. When E:_-_I:I
srrta wora discussed he conild give the reslts of his varierl experiznes, In the lit-
wreary ekwdy of his urt, elther of Blography or hustory, he tank no interest. He

wil in hin chosi
thid T s antered

(bt bl it mthiueiasm for his own or auhar dg-mlrr.r_nnnta of nrt. He had said
w0y e e sha e whis o purehaser of o pieture had justleft the Toom, “I care
ot witit becomes of it, He may burn e i e likes. | byve silel it amel theve i an

el ol §17
e indecd, prefirred more active and hazardous pursuits thin painting. Pre.
e b ek 4 yechbeman and on odventurons ene. Hart recalls how, when
i (omar BE for ' hichesters wis sailing with Lie in the latter = yuchtin
the Haulife, Froeland felt nepvous beenuss, regardiess af thi charts and in order i
Suva time, wntdd mako the most dongermis tacks. He wis vory much the sut-
an of Tz fentality veon if net of niatohing physigue, but also of a
irrtinin faatidi i2 Thuss Coopart relutes how, when staying with Lee ot the
Jatier's hause, (prabably in 1846), "He brought hemao sach day several delicioos
wiadenek which | ate at luneheon and dinner with grest relish but Fobserved that
b i mok partake of U birds himsetf which 1 thobght singular andl pemarked
apon il o i b | thiit b never liked eating anvthing thot he had shot or
bkl el i wilee teldd e that this wos quite true and that he could nover be
prersunded to thste any of the veaulis of bis sport gt any time. Lee; besides being o
ool shiol. wies @ firse pave aegler ind for sony vears hie had been-in the habit of
goang to Seotland vegularly for thgoint porpese of sketehing and salmon-fishing,
i vald me {hat {0 biy paesult of sport be had often stooed up bo his middle in
wrter fior hadf e Fowe o mose b Hime to glay the salmon. T belieye that this is
£ nftequently dose by ardent fshermen it it seems tome tn be & great risk
and wa | pbprvnd to Lee. He answered thst heodid net mind about catching cold so
Lonie wn b kilivd his sl “Why Cooper™ hie added =T have aprung o leak in my
chest six times through doing that und 1 have always got over it T thonght he
stk m very fartunabe man not 1o huve been seriously afieted in his health by such
:du[,!h[n:;:r:flll.l; i-mc'i "_‘l.d him that [ feared be woold do it once tod often. T have

4 arled bew thin and il he always appeared in the chest’.

It i clear that Lee frequeatly vomibined businges with pleasure during these
“pocting ucessiona i, bideed, art conld be consldered ty be Leos business in view
af I'..u- ippirent indifforence to it. Hiz passion for vachting led him fo paint sea
cal Aendemy exhibition of 1659, “The Coast of Cornwal], near

“’m: isted ship receued by o steamer’ (Mo, 10}, showed the rea-
¥ i vt wih o gk v I 181
oxchibitad Al the: Atrdenie -ur:‘ Tll'lr\'i- !-Jl‘lrllll the by doark waves™. In 1561 he
o e S r-Nr bkl .vlh::nllnr. :Nut. 16 and 1221, and also,
B e B A i 0 420 Tn 1864 he visitod Garibaldi in his island
BN e e s lul.n\' alfl:ll.‘hui \-\.'hlrh culminated in a pletore of
wmetca. He alan printud o piotire of his yacht Kingfisher ina

Lol Mulaga. His shooting and G i ok
plebites s "Wood Eoer i i ishing expeditions fiund expres-
T8l bhiblte e s o :‘:1;1 Gamekeepers (No. 22) and “The Trout
il i serien of fish i sf b i rikial llitﬂ'-nlnr! m 1840 and 1841 mﬁpoﬁ'iiu'el_y
soenes exhibited there in 1838, ‘Where the trout lig' ia
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in Plymeuth City Muséum and Art Gallery.

T8, Cooper's stay with Lee had a more lasting significinee than the proviston
by the latter of wild fife for the former's enjoyment. Ttwould seem that Cooper
had long admired the landscape paintings of Lee. The Art Paion Sournal of 1558
shiwsa list of works sold wt the British Institution in that year which inelided
the salo to Cooper for £350 of Lioe's ‘Scene on the River Tor (slek Devanshire”!
According to Coaper. Lee-had sent him o pressing invitation o vistt him in
Devanahine and in the sammer of 1846 or 1847 (probably the former ne Lee was
ealy in E84T), he did &0 fnd spent & pleasant time sketching while Lee went
shooting, During that vzt the teo men discossed the possibility of painting seme
pictures in which Lee would paint the landscipe and Cooper wiould add groups of
eatthe and sheop, This was not in itself unusunl, for Lnndseer in Covor Side’ doled
1538 had introduced fneres and animals into g landseape by Loa, and Coapor ad
e employed by Sir Charles Eastlicks to paint sheep and birds into he Christ
Lamenting Over Jernsalem’, Cooper relates that Les profeszed o being o bad man
of busmasss and either eould not ey would net enter mfo the question of price or
hivizion of lnhour in such joint Yentures, You must settle all that Ceoper’ he ssid
You ave s good one at that sort of thing — I am not*

It peems that Cooper eonducted thelr joint ventures in g manper thet was just
and pleasing 1o them both and never impaired their friendship. Durng that visit
the two artste settled all the prolimimaries for their first joint vonture and two
Seottish scones word chosen from Lee's studies. It was agreed that Lee would
paint the landeeape firvet and send the pictures to Cooper in an advanced stite
with the portions being fizt cofoured where Cooper wis bo intraduce the cattlo. To
Cooper's surprise he roceived Uwi canvises sach mensuring 6 (L x 4 L just two
weels after leaving Devonshire: They wiere exhibitod ot the Roval Academy exhis
bition of 1848 where they created n great sensation and were sold for 8600 vach
oven before the exhibition opesed. Prince Albert declared, not quite carvectly, that
Cooper and Les hid storted a new ern inoart snd spoke of the admication with
which Queen Victorin and e had viewod the joint pietures. Aftor that exhibition
the two artists received many commissions for joint works and their gallabaration
cuntinued for fine years during which time ninetesn of their joint productions had
been shown st the Academy! none was specificnlly of Dievan, Artistic criticism
preabinkly led Lo the eventual cossation of collaborative worka: For exomple, i the
Art Jogrned of 1854 regarding the painting: "Evening in the Meadows” the com-
mnt i minde Wy scareely think the roputation of ofther-artist sustained by these
it stock pictures’, In gome cases Les probably rompleted the laniscape after
Cooper's contribution, Certainly Sartin? teils how, during the restoration of & Lao-
Cnaper peinting, (by o Mr. Brewer of Jackson and Song. Liverponl), it was found
that one of the animals had been covired complotely by the sirrounding ol
seape.

Lo apent. mest of ench vepr at Pilton engaiing in the suldeer pursuits closest 1o
his heart. staying in London only when the annual exhibitions al the Azadomy
iind thi Betish Institution s dietated, For more than thirty yerrs b was largely
unehallenged in pasteral seenes. He wns from the beginning o prolifie contributior
pxhibiting 171 works at thy Academy and 131 at the Tnstitution in lh"-.'r"ln-'“f‘
wenrs, His favourite subjocts were the river and pnstordl senery af Devon, foriy
st of thie 302 pletures heing explicitly of seenes therein with many sthecs proba-
bly aleo of Devon but not deseribed to make attribution certain. In 1871 he
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el i an Acidemigian ong short of hus hall century as an exhibitor
ch, ax Cruntd sintes, showed total unsentimentality towards art, He had
ciuired a forfune from hie art ag well as being of substantinl inherited

ity stemmed lagely from his shifity te portray nature soundly and

iy bt atso with benuty, Ruskin® spoke of his work as “Well inton-

o alfsctation or imitntion, and evidentally painted with constant

s nnbure’. He wiw at his best whan painting landscapes under an

it sky. His clood efects wene excellent @5 was his portrays] of thio

1 allow runming wator and al trees in fid] folinge, Grant?

weively copied and, indeed, forged, but that one of his

= the loose and ragged brushwork which marked tha

which. navertheless: from 6 idstanee, looked clean eut, His

in execution may sometimes-hove been amisa. A review of

Bition ol the Acodeny referring to No, 219 “Trees on the

Taw, Morth Devon' states “This work = infinitely more careful

el the patnter has axhibited Jately, The waber Aows in the centre

and on vach side 15 0 group of large trees, the branches and

dravn ond peinted with taste and discrimination, Bevond the

wi of the neap and distant conntry, This work appears to he
slubornted tham nny whieh the artist has of late pxecuted”,

wnly onoe in Bevon as far 58 s known, his painting of ‘Stomylord

Morning appenring 1o the Deven and Exeter Exhibition of Paintings in

d Bt did not mast with usqualified approval from the reviewer to

tiaey (301885 whe eonsidered it o have ‘too much of prasze

distinition hefween Less undoubted competence and

ireatness which eluded him — doubiless io his complete fnck of con-

. ; I:I'.-I_r:llrmn exfubited pamting of Devenchire zeenery was in FRET at the

aentienry "The Mew. Stoniv nnd Shag Roek from the Breakwater Plymouth’, In

Hoyal Albort Memorial Museum, Exeter inehided four

Stath Bevan’, View neor Credi ton', A Stream in

om Tapely Gate’, and peasibly i fifth, ‘Onk Tree
| Muzium now has seven gils hy F.R. Loe

hip-and cuazed (o paint, ik is reagonable Lo con-

- apent @il more time sdiling, Some Hme shortly after 1871 he

i mluu.ll .l,.--. llulh .'\Ir:rim: whero be divd at Vilesch Bank Farm, Cape

g S lf.ﬂt.'. Thiks, was probably at tho home of a relotive sinvon

S Hatin Leo alsg died ¢ this sddvess o mionth proviousy,

il Albert Mumaorgs
il iy Aeadomi

Referonoes
1 I.Ct He A Reminisigcen
A4 Graw M Al
Liswin, Lijghnn
R
Tan]
;'I\I:pl'l'T:‘i Altobiopraphy | &0
eral G Ak 3 i i
ool G Ard o andiiry Henry 5. Bland, Exeter 18RS,
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.r-':!’f?«r‘_u:'?rul A Hart R.A_1RAZ,
cal Histary of Od Englisk Laadseape Painters, F.

o EXL Rlchiaird :
T Rlchard Rodgrue, A Mennote Campiled from his Dicem: Cassell,

which is reminiseent of Rogors’ comménts to Wells:

. This may well be the same as ‘Seene on the River Yoe' (zie) (741 cited by

B

(Graves Catelogue of exhibitions af the Britich {asfitution. There are no River
Yooe in Devon, bat several Yeos. The nome, which means ‘water’ was given
fnfer alin, o the River Taw in north Devon.

Sartin 8. T8 Cosper V0L, A TROS- 1902, F, Lewis, Logh-on-Sea 1876
Crrmpit, fp, Cit.

Ruskin J. Modern Paeniters vol, T London 1543,

If any reader hos frther nformation on FR, Les it would be helpful plesse i0

this could he made known to Miss Jane Baker, Curator of Fine Art, Exeter
Musoum and Art Gallery.

NEW CONTRIBUTORS

Robert Ogden ia @ free-lance writer, veseavchor and phatographer; :perialllal'ﬂﬂ Inapi-
eultural archaeology, He is seevetary of the Devon Apieuitural Reneareh Group.

Bill Rinsom is o veliied Government sclentiet, exslirman of the Mulnrlnnfi Group of
the Ramblers' Association and the author of o book on the Ferambulition of the Forest
ol Detmonr, Hi havs sl writtan books and articles ¢onesrmed with building ani strue-
tural ngineering.

Michasl Nix is the curator of Tiverton Mugeum and co-ownir of Hartland Quay
Museum, He has published works reloting e Lhe easstal history of narth [hvan and
has o PhD in maritime history from the Department of Bnglish Loeal History,
Liicester University, having ressarchod the ports of Bideford and Barnsaple in the
late sighteenth and early nineteenth conturies.
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THE OWNERSHIP OF FARMS AND FARMLANDS
IN THURLESTONE AND THE SOUTH HAMS
IN RECENT TIMES,

Maville . Gawald.

(Thas article ie b resull of, wnd inspired by the lestire given to the 220d Annua)
Geenern) Moating of the Devon History Society, by Professor Charles Phythiamn-Adam,
nresmme of which wias published in The Decos Histortan 47 qOctaher 19935,

During the pust two hundred years, the farmers of Thutlestone have continued their
tradibionul tesk of providing an abundance of esttle, sheep and erope. Most of them
huive kither esn born bn the parialy o have hod elose family connections with it This
artieke secls L invostignte the tronds in ownership during n period of profimmd changs

in farmlog methads wd o compare them brelly with trends in neighbonring prrishes
in the South Hsms;

THE FARMLANDS

I 1777 the Firrl of Devan, who then owned most of the parish, ordered @ detailed
survey of his holdings This ‘Courtésny Survey’ deseribed his estate of tver 900 aeres
i tha fartile southern part, of the. parish, which includod the hamlets of Thurlesorie,
Buckland wnd Bantham, The pasturelend was divided into 228 fields of an acre or
e, eath with s own name, These wore groupid imto lorty-gight farms thil were
divvielin] bt Wein sevenleen tenant Bemens whio sublet small holdings and allotrmante.
About dne.  the fields have sirvivad unehanged, vetaining their old nomes; the
Teninder have dither disapgented i they have been ahsorbed into larger ficlds or cun
e Idsntified in ouitline s ridges coverad with grask amd sometimes strengthened with

urlonay fumily retuined the lond intil 1859 #hen it was so1d to Sanel

Rrunskill, an Exeter tailor
sabd in VHLE until Lo
g

¢ vemaind with the Brunskills, less 200 aores that wers
\ Fegidar v I when Tl wie siquived by Commander Kyans, an industrinlist
,.,Lu__.l'lll :;n alll[\.lllr.m,r o the disitiet 2 The Evans Bstates of Cardiff, having seld-the
S Im!i'nl'rnp f-li;;.-:::-]‘ab]” I_h-r- Thurdestone Golf Claly in 1928, now nwn and et nhout
iy resqpiect i'N!-IIW'n‘&rll et s, the they hadf bieinge the frechild proporty of
q:’”ﬂl' ".”“-‘ wiry differont Inndlords in the
J|.“. :(':I_E;I::'; ““]:'TL TI The livestack and crops hive faund aoready market al pear-
& SNCIRHDTIORE - aEp i u . " A
itngroved farming methode oo 2 O War. Lattorly, with better eommunications,

) | and income from halid d feles
heewt nhle 1o AUt & puad standued M]n—ml\q, SARCHES SR E

pasl two hundred years, the parish his

1".?.:”}5&' CONNECTIONS 1777 1 1800
e L_e SVEnteen nant farmers in 1773

* Parish shrgh, s e ive af thavir f h-
yixn i, b 1260, Wieintsthiven ap e,
snteihited g bhe Lagd Ty i
lirmly i flye haunils of | figs
OF VI Pisit 1]

thirtesn or 37 per cent, were baptised in

il 5 anil viiht of' their grmd-fisthers, Thrie

ad b by p:r cent af the thirty-four parishioners who

native horr ,np it the church. This, Tund fenaniy wak

B b AL B, Biern i the parish. With the publicatien

! Tl sentury, notably by White and Kally asiniiar
44
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enmparisons between frmers and baptizms may be made. .

Tutal baptisms in the Thurlestone parish registors during the poriod 1650 to IHEI]
chenw o consistency which suggests relinble registration, with o peak in the yeare 1750
{01860 in aceord with the nutional experimice, ¢ Under-registration i3 bounid o have
accurred o times, maybe by as much &5 15 per cent, but accurate asm-ss.munrl. of the
chirtfinll i impoesible at Thurlestone* as it is elsewhen® White's [Hrectories u!lLksvw
deseriting the venrs 1850, 1878, and 18800 1ist on iversge twelve fnrmirs of wh:um
ahot 70 per-eent had been baptised in the parish church; Kelly, in the years 1866 to
184447 wotad an average of about 55 per cent, Thus the native harn atill maintamed
thiir hold on the tenure of land into the latter part of the minetermth century. A.t‘h_:ar
L0040, biaptisme progressively foll oll over Lhe country and are of very Tithle satue im
comparitive sudies.

This sustuined hold on tenaneis up to 1BO0 may be explained inpoet by the stroctune
af ooty i the rother teolated community of Thurlestone, From 1753, whon marriages
started to he rigistered on printed farms shawing the occupativnsof bridegrooms, G-
ery seonunted for aboat 12 por eent and husbandmen for another 55 per cent.® Thus
with abeut 66 pereent o the men working on Lhe Tand, about 100 af the popnlation of
a6 and many from forgo miliss, continuity was oedinarily a-matter of ourse.

THE PRESENT CENTURY )

Tiring this century, there has been i gradual rediction in the mumbser n!: forms, ae
smirll unprofitable properties have bean absorbed by orleased to larger farms. TEE
eight thal remain are senttered over the parish, all but one showing on the mip of 1377
sirl snme retaining retics-of o distant past. Five have & water supply from their own
aprings and six have eeas pite, the others having doniections with the main water woud
sewage systema. They comprise Lhe following.

r:ﬁmm li\imsrs.PRndnEy and GeofTrey Stidston) 230 avres with 200 Suuth
Divan eattle. 400 shisep and 75 aerce of corn. The Stidston brothers mnd.t’aLhelr
Albert, o nadive of Kingstan near Modbury wheee he-was bringht up an-his fathar s
farm, bought the tenancy of the firm o 1857 and the freehold in 1B15. :I'|IH estate
passed ta hie san Erie in 19358 and to Erie's sons Rodney and Goulfry in L7 1 and will
prabaldy pass to ene of thebr sons m due course.

WEHITLEY (Mr. and Mrs: Wilfred Palmer), 185 neres with 200 Soath Dovons and &
millcing herd, 250 sheep and 75 acres of rops. Mrs: Palmers futher, Mr. Ptl'hr‘EN.L of
Stokesham nearby, scquired the tenangy of the farm in 193 amd hmath lhe h\:uh:r]d
in 1948, Hi gave il 60 his dugghter Helen i the year of her mireiage in 1966 o Wilfred
Palmior who was horn and bred on o Farm in Blagkawton, Theirson new works full-
tme on the Brm,

HOMEFIELD (Mr, Gordon Brom{ield) 132 seves with 144 Friesinng andl n vorn
siniee the barns were destroyed by fire i 1979, Gordon's gronl-uncle Mr. Jack Hreudl,
Cairnish horn but raiced i the hambet of Bucklind, seeurvd the tenaney of the firm
from M. Stidston in 1919 and handed gver jts anprafitable 69 icres to Gordon in 1965,
together with the villuge shop which Franees his wife anoressiully AR Gordon
enme from Tiverton and, after qualifying at Bicton, workod fora time at Fleto, Hi
hopes his san will follow him.

AUNEMOUTH (Mr, John Bayientt 203 acree with 80 beef and $0 dairy cattle, 40
aerey of croge. John's father brovght has femily down from Bridford tisir E:Fr!.rr I
1946 and rented the farm: ho passed it on 80 John in 70, one of whase sons will prob-
ably fallow him.
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BUCKLAND (Mr. Vie Adames), 150 acres-with 35 dairy eattle and up to'25 acres of

1. Vie's (ther came from nearby Hope Cove and took over the tenaney in 1958, pazs.
ing-itan bo im o 1986, his son may follow him
CROSS PARK (Mrs. W, Sharley) 56 aerea. 5 enttle only. Me & Mirs. Sharley ame
drvwn freem Somersen and bought the frechold in 1955; they farmed 80 cuttle with 50
anel 10 peree of erogs-until Me: Sharley's death, The pastureland is now lot, Mrs,
ey dbves in the farmbouse and bopes that one of her children or grandehildren will
wvivn the farm everntiall
HIGHER AUNEMOUTH (Mr. PO, Williams) 50 peres with formerly 50 Friesians
ancl 30 plgs but, with indifferent health, he sold them and lots the PEETUTIEE el ning
tha hotise. Me. Willinms comes from Plymouth and bonzhe the frechold in 1984, having
it setectid from sovernl upplicants beeanse of his intevest in the wild 1ik and game
firris on the sstato. His son, a prolessional photographer, intends w live there'in due

AHRTH PRGN (Mr, Thin Gunning: 0 senes, formerly up to 120 eattle, 4 pigsand

G000 hickens Convng from Bristol, Tom's Gither hemght the freahold in 1964 frem o

B h loft spme earavans on thesite. He handed it sver.in 1972 ts Tom

whiy hopes Tis st will fofow lem, Tam Toand Inrming an the comparitively poor seil to

itablo mnd- 8 be has now loased it fir grazing, He fas converted the farm

builifings nte private residences and has a stand for 30 privately owned cnrvans
g

il nmmisiise the farmly connections of the swners of the eizht furms

. OF the rosent owners, only the Stidston brothors wera baptized in the

urehl, bt bhey ind twn others wore native horn, Significantly, all of them

g with them or gne they hope will inherit tho property in die

i ovenersbup by theie families since befare World War 11, namely

s Homofield (1819) jrd Whitley (1033) nll three were aequired by

h Hiims farmars. The remainder chunged hands aftsr the war, thefr new
rhv Hiope Covy, Plymouth, Exoter, Somerset and Bristol,

sold singe 1664, muinly due to changes in farming methods. Until

0 r et hushandoen woald be employed on frms of aver

! Ingam cottages that were part of the farm, Now, thanks Lo

& and mathiners, bwo or thise ‘men manage the larger farms, some-

ith ||-I|-- wife of the owner ping with (he paper werk, With the high cost of hir-

R Il ke Wy G enetiny o profit s to Hont the wages bill, incresse the live-

':' ':‘“!_""“-"' pastareland. Thie has bsen dene on the larger Farms and

T __1\':\'""'”"”' ol the grring Hights an the three farims Bt are no Innger

ST e and which might otherwise hiave been sold

:alnF Leriiase "I..II||. |nlh"‘1'lll-|!we 12 necessarily limited i it is oot cors

Bl '"‘I in the parish of THurlestone. Hunee, for compasiaon, the opin-

I‘JIHJ""\‘;D\"-F:'d firmors fnawsrhy parishes have boen sought, namely Mr

i, ‘;.hf:".ilnug“w' Between thom, they have an intimate kiowl-

HSATIEL chvaring the dezen pariehos fiom Thurlestone to

i the i ::li dlmn toSaleombe. They both stressed the similarsties

= el exoept for the Evana Estsites stone; they

U"I]!l' holeking {hay emnbreed mops than ane "::-“:TL MRt 2
0 ditrict, o 3 )

HH ordinanily ibing tn 106 t'150 ‘eries with mischthe sami
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knew ol ng

Tt larmms 4 {h

i i hi o eloge Tel-
estnck o crps e Thuriotot e o o e o large it
ative gl hires sell-cmploye ! & o Atilton the

intain viabili ;ant the disappearance of smalllioldings: in South ) :
T:u;mr;fv?:?n?:i:‘:ﬁmrﬂ:; from ﬁ;unzz.nmto six aince 1850, A]h:tmnm.»t, which were sul
popular up o 1950, have gone s l:;lu'rr suwners have fonnd more enjoyable ways o
i evomings nod leisure bipe.
"ihl;l?:;:ft:m;:mi ::th! distriet are now freehold properties. Whin an ewner c:)rlterr;—
plates retirmant and has fo successor, he erdmarily h_ss n difficaliy in ]atl:lruf or sl
ing his fields to a farmer nearbys e may then retain s house or eanrarlt - I:.!;I';{]E
retivement o boliday hame. Vary fow farms have rueap!ne:l_t.he T ::Fm-ket mm; s ,

Ahout pno-kalT of the existing farm owtiers i the district ave native bqun aln , hav.
g relations and friends in the community in whl\'lh_ they have epe:lnL their lives, are
proud of their heritage. In this respect South Milton has mueh i common wﬂ:h
Thurlestonwe, which it adjning, Three of their #ix present owners were bornin the vil-
lnge and annther at nearby Stokenham; they are all the sons or daughters of
Westopuntey farmere and hope their childron will follow them. The same general put-
torm prévails throughoot the district.

Far tho future, thismade of fife and the opinions of the farmers are relevant. They afl
work long hours and are nware of the importance of maintaining their health, They
T Titele time for hobbies but gain much information s well as plensure from regular
attengance ot Ineal markets. All are tosome extent concerned abowt the steadily rising
cost of the routine maimtenance of theie farms and of the restrictions that may come
from the European Economic Community. Yel farming s their life and they mtend 1o
vontinue with it, eome what msy

1 wigh 1o thank the farmess for the information ond assistance which they huve
given me and the Thurlestone Parish Council for its support
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THE TIMBER CRISIS OF 1809 AND :
- THE NO
SHIPRUILDING INDUSTRY IR BGYoN

‘Michnal Mix

From at least the seventeenth Devin's ti disry
by severe shartages. In 1610, EE:?:L:;np!a, 'ir:s:a:br:p;ﬂ;; T?t"pt:mli?%: bl Iprd
and the sther necessaries for hushandri £ Sl e
5 ; rie are already prowen s exirem, :
m;“q;“};gjuf".h’mm were driven to obbain aupplios from Ireland, WaT::-m?lmm
ch def ware [i ly refl & of serious national crises subsogue v
to hugely inflated demands for timber supplies s o result of o ssvies of mqjmu;ﬁ
_The apparently ingnluble problem was one of u diminishing ressurce. In 1771, & parlin-
mrmt-ur_;r commission, uppointed just prior to the sutbreak of the Amerlonn
Revolutionary War to consider how the Royal Navy could be better supplied with tim-
har,l consullod witnesses from various parts of the county, Invariably, responses cited
mplddre::mom in oak woodlands. Cine Westcountry dealer, o cortain Mr Rooke, wati-
muted that in the previous forty yeaes 2uch wiodlands in his d ;
by et four-ffths? [ e i
In the following decade Willism Chappl ercapeulntod the problem i Devon when
he wrote that by

fethng and Ee_timg, (bt peglecting to plant) the Quantity of timber his been
much reduced; the Want thereof has been and may hereafter be folt, (if
more Unre be not taken of its Propagation than far s Century past, in
places fittest for it; from which there might be sulfieiznt supply, without
applying the better Sorts of Pasture and Avable Land for such Purposes),

By 1802 the French Revolutionary War had placed such severs demands an ank
weoadlands nationwide that the Compteoller of the Navy was compelled to report Lo the
First Lord of the Admiralty that ‘the consumption s new so much mero than the
growth, that the article [imber| will soon cease (o b supplied, i the e system is
allowed to go on.'t The state of north Deven's timber trade was stmilarly o
origis propartions, In LA0S, the agricnltural ecompmist, Chirles Vamciviver, roparted
6,000 teeas eold publiely in the port and market town of Barnstaple. Boch a,.’gnsg?d
\wenty faet per stock and half-a-ten i weight, Tyo years lnfer 6,500 wers puetioned in
the same place; On average the stock was fiftuen fieat with i third not grester Hhart ten,
' destruction’, he rebukod ‘of no less than five fet ek stock [whichl solely rises from
the number of young trees growing improsidently fellod and taken o rnalmbﬂ..'“

Woodlnnd conyerted to arable, the negleeting of planting, an increase in the numher
and size of merehant vesssls in response tn burgeaning trade and the pepiision |JFH_1L~
Rioval Navy in times of war, were the principal underlying reasins for the qechne i
pationa] stocke of timber, In north Deven peor management practives and the dem-l;ﬂ.s
ol th Tocal shiphulding industry, coupled with the trade in oak bark-with the lea ::rr
{ariners of Ireland and Stotland, placed great pressures an supplies from the ﬁm?'
the Rivers Taw and Torridge-and the toastal combes of the negion. They were ¥
fully to meet el demarnd, and timber had te be importad, some T abrisd.

Throughout the eighteenth century Britain was utﬂ:ggd 10 mrgnrtfn.;;‘ o e
compensate for the exhiuated stuts of the home grown Hmber market. The.
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1o inersase dependence on Seandinavia and the Baltie: To avoid the cost of trans-ship-
went from larger deep-witer timbser traders to smaller coastal vessels, many m.mpqu
ship-owners and merchants directly engapged their own yessels as carrives, North
Davin nwnérs were no exception. In 1787, for example, the 161 ton Apphia, part-owned
iy the Appledare merchant Miles Homimott, transporied hemp, linen, iron. tallow and
{ornber (ram St Petershurg o Apphedore:t Townrds the end of 1782, Bunjamin Rooke's
14% ton Henjamin, arvived in her home port of Barnstaple, corrying lumbier from
Drammen.? An analysia of a dozen cargnes carrisd into the ports of Bideford sl
Barnataple in the early 1780 ahows {hat the Norwegian ports of Cliristianin (Oslo),
Drammen and Frederickstadt were the principal suppliees of timber, a8 was the
Prussian port of Dhngig. Tha Russian ports of Riga, which provided masts, ind St
Petorsburg, sn exporter of fron, were glso noted for their trade in Gmber and hemp®

The national and reginnal relinnee plaeed on the north Eurepean timber irade eon-
tinuer inte the sarly vears of the nineteenth century, until Napoleon impesed his conti-
nental blockatle on RBritain in lote 1806, 1t offectively closed the port ol his empire and
its depondencies to British ships. Further, in July of the {itlnwing year, Russia, Prissia
anil Denmark united with France in applying ndditional sconomic pressure on & belea-
jusred Britain, Frejght rates from the Baltie roso, imports fell. [n 1504 Prussin alone
heidh espiatehed 11,000 lads of vals timber and plank to England: three vears later the
figmre stood ot 27.% On 20 Septermber 1807, 4 eargo of timber reached Bideford from
Riga.l® It woe the Jast to areive from oversedss for three vears,

The impact on north Devon's succeseful shipbuilding indusiry wos severe, From
bt the turn of the century, Bideford's yards, in particular, had confidentiy expanded
and ronsiderally increased the number of vessels constrocted, In the peak peried of
L8022, mare merchant tonnage wis completed there thin st any other single port in
the Bristol Channel, including Bristal. North Devon yards alse attracted some very
lucrative warship contracts. In August 1807, the Bideford shipbuilder Richard
Chapmun wrote (0 the Admiralty requesting Turther work:

. hiwving n considerable quantity of timber on my hands after having
Inumehed His Migesty's Ships Volage and Garfand 1 ehould be obliged if
vour Honourable Board will have the goodness to allow me bo Build o
Gun Brig of about 350 to 400 ons 1

Although his hid was unsuceessful be went on to constroct six merchant visseld in
the following yoar By the end of 1809, however, Chapman, hig stocks niw depletad,
mannged to finish only sne veseel, the small 5% ton sloop Pater and Sarol. 1 The Lo
ing loeal erisis, intimated by Voncouver in his ohservitions on Bornstaple and sgar-
vatod hy recent shipbuilding demads, had merged with Use national erss generated
by the machinstions of Napoleon and his sllies.

A further complication despensd the erisis. During the precoding hosm, north Dévon
shiphublders relied hesvily on imported timber grown in other parts of England and in
Wales. The scals of the trade isindicated by comporing the eight corgees (four foreign)
off-loaded anto Bideford quay in s two year period feom July 17915 with the fifty-four
cargoes and consignments (six foreign ) fanded in o similar time-span from July 1806.1%
The mupority of the latter corgoes wors sent from Bridgwater, Minehead, Padstow and
Neath, Samb, hewever. reprosont foveign goods re-exported, sueh as the mahogany
from Greenock and spare frem Plymouth. The origin of one shipment, hound for
Bidefird from Plymouth, was noted by Vaneouver in early 1508, He wrote that

A valuable hody of timbor has rcently been eut down in Calkhampton-
park, This timber met with  very ready sale at Plymouth and Bidefurd,
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for smphuiiding Tis present price at Oakhampton, sinking the top and
bark, ia from £7 10 to £5 per tan.*h
rivad an 11 Pebrary ond was the only shipment received duting the year!? Iy
steerbonal, nationel and lecsl supplies of imber wers temporariiy exhansted
sleen's Blockade und the geperol dearth of timbor forced o national chunge in (the
rinm il trade. This vast forests of British North America yielded the choice of ten
oz i onk and there were pines for mosts of such quality that they exoceded the
Found im the Baltie, In 1799 British North America provided TRL mags with dinomn-
oz of twelve inches, By TELT this had visen to 23,084, Comparsble figures
tiber snd plint were 1,008 and 24,448 loads and for fir timber 314 and
pade! T Yot to transpdet thnboer nerass the Attantie cost almost three tiries
1 s timber brought from the Baltie, Near prohibitive dutics imposed by the goy.
wenit on Narth Bummpean timber tippes] the -balance in favour of trade with British
rth Amarics and encouraged the heavy investmont reduired to exploit the latter’s
on . longterm be
fore the Americon Bevolutionary. War the merchants and shapowmers of Bidefaed
and Barnstaple had trading contacts with North America, These were broken during
e gonfTiot but were later re-established. [n 1782 the Bideford author fehn Wathing
pidwisead Uit althigh e the predent time, Bideford eajoys no foreign and commeregisi
conEequence; ot iodst not worth mentioning,” 1t had
somsvthing. Jike s vevival of trade o Amerien |which] has tialen place
williin thesa twe o thires yenrs, o low oceasional cargoes of timber, ping,
plankd antl tur, having been imported fram the Bay of Massachusetta
[n3c] mnd Wovm Soutia I

Huwever, auy hupes of expinding the trade wera dashed by the outbreak of thi
ench Kavolutionury Wir snd the advantsge remained with the relatively shovt-oml
the Baltic

Mapaluon's virtual dasure of nerthern Eurape to British timber ships, north
Dievin vevated o oo aod oxpanding role for itself in the newly re-orentated trade with
Britiah Worth Amereon In December 1810 the first shipment of timber arvived in
lofird tn the Any, from St Andrews in New Bronawich: However, nlthough this was
sk fareign shipmeni t be received since 1807, the shipbuilding industey in the
m was nirendy stoging o recovery, Tennage completed in Bideford's vards was
niraady dowble that of 180820 when cargoes of timber wore recelved from Neath,
ind Giresnnck A The woret of the erisis was alroady over and, cuk of it, 8 new

wis b TR
petential of the new transstlontie market foeesed oo th potreprensurial ambie
ke Bidetord merchant and shipowner, Thomas Burnard. He already had eon-
nectinns with British North America which dated back to st lease 1804 when oné of Tis
lurpust veszals, the Nourdlus, was in New Brurswicl waters 22 Three years after the
ihg of thie Jppolesnic wars in 1815, he ventured the small sloop Pefer and Serab
merthoned sbove) in n bold business undertaking which sent the vessel aeross the
Alanitie to Prince Bdvard's Talk. On bomrd was 3 gnng of hipbisiiders led hy the experl-
vl ehipwright, forty-four year old Williom Elliz 20 Establishing o site ot New
Biefued. they constructed o 342 40n ship mamed the Mirs. She sailed to Dideford with
; bor and was entered in the ports ship register in the swnership of
Burnend i Augast | S0 Thee manths later pnother vessel, the brigatine Lavinid
‘[*vrll;;::lll‘:lﬁtll\-_l carded in hia name. She was completed at Cascumpechk, Prinee

ai

sl i i hip. In the decad:
d establiphed & pow pattern orshlphnildm:z anid ownershiy cax
Laitur:;iﬁur"ﬁﬂyvniﬁe new veasels registered in Bideford, dleven originited in British

North America, In the follawing ten years, the ratio was eighty-eight to T ty-nine, =

Rofire find during the war nearhy all new vessels were buaill im the region, Thus, the

sifocts of the 1800 crists were fiur reaching, The most significant consequences wers the

tedirsting of north Devan’s fureign timber trade away from northern Europe towards

Britich North America and the lnter relocation there of part of Bideford's shiphuilding

{ndustry, This may well hipve bad a detrimental eilect on the latter since myestment

comital was nttracted nway from the local eommunity, 17 Bideford shipownirs were buy-

ing chisper vessels from nernss the Atlantic, 80 oo were potuntinl customers for north
Devon built craft who Hived outgide the region,
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HALDON GATE
A Brian Gearpe

The rond that runs NNW along the top of Haldon Hill from the Ractéconrss tn
Holeombe Burnell meets o road rising from Trusham at the prosent enirance Mie to
Lawrenee Castle, otherwise known as Haldon Belvedere (3XE76 8580, This point
markod on farge seale Chdnanee Survey maps as Holdon Gate. Only 8 fow vards an (e
Exeter or eastern side of this junction within the trees and undergmrowth of Tewer Wond
lies a masanry avch dry bridge of good proportions with substantial wing walle, et it
e hardly besesn by passers-hy,

Lawronoe Castle wis built in 1788 by Sir Rebert Palk (1TL7-1T88) in memory of s
friend and benefactor General Stringer Lawrence [1685-1775). Below the hill on the
eastern side lay the Holdon estate, soquired by Palk from the daughters of Sir Gearge
Chudleigh, who had built Haldon House in the sarly eightecnth century.

The 1809 Ordnanes Survey map shows & drive lending from Haldon House over o
public road by an arch bridge tnow marked for highway users with an 8 1L 6 in dver
head restection signl, The drive secended the hillside and torned south aleng the side
of the slope balow Lawrence Castle to reach the junction with the Trusham Rend by
passing beneath an adiacent arch bridge. Another drive from Lowrence Castle paseod
over the bridge to lead southwards through Tower Wood along the ridge of the hill par:
allel to the public road.

Tho muson ey nrch bridge spams 14 16 and i3 17 ft. wide, 14 . batween the fint parn.
pets. There 3 o small skew of 12 degrees to the structure, unusual in an eighteenth
centuey bridge, The sbutment walls are approximately 6 i, 6 in. high with a rise to the
arch ol 541 6 e to gve s maximum clearanee of 12:ft The arch is segmental and the
faeeia ring is about 15 in. deep in rough misenry, but from beneath the sreh the sum:
mit ol the Fing is curivus in comprizing ten courses of brickwork, cach of 3 in., then o
epurse of 4.0 i wide st the summit followed by another ten courses of 3 in, work. The
reat of the vunddraide of the arch comprises rongh mazonry, Wing walls 18k Tong over-
all with n convex curve in plan rising to the bottom of the parapit level allow the
embankment to spill oround (Reir boes, The south vsst wing wall is dunaged by
sapling growth, The stonewnrk is mainky sandstone and int with recessed mortar
Jeints thot remain sound.

The bridge may well hove contained a gateway and would have formed the o
mentement of a private drive from the Trusham Road down to Haldon Heuse. Thia
wonld appear to be the reason for the name of the Toeation on the Ordnanee Suryey
maps ta be ‘Haldon Gate'. A2 to Lawrence Castle, the restorution of this prominent
sbructure s to be undertaken by the Devon Historic Buildings Trust, established
LHT,

E 10045

XCl12: 3 & B
GREAT HALDON

Mz shonving the position of Haldon Gate.




AN ARTIST REMEMBERS
. G Seatt

Tn The Bevon Historian 46, (“The carte-de-visite phenomenon in Exeter', p.20) April

93, un early phitographic studio ewned by Mr. B Steele Charlton was mentioned
et door but ane to the dispensary’. A sketeh made from memory in 1994 chavwe 5 My
[how's (sie) studio i that position. Bul Arthur Dawe sy have taken over Charltins
studio around 18649, Whatever the case — the sketeh shows a phetographic studin in
Crueen Street, Exotér, civea TRG0. 1t loalks Tike o large conseevatory, and may have bron
relitively inexpensive to build, Seme of the first carte de vsite photographs in Exoter
were taken in that ‘glasshonse’, if the arist's sketeh s Sre

Dt Platogropher’ Detes? from: Qaeeert St 1860 Paul St, fo Bispensary, From fario-
e dany 14 (Pen drmioing by F Adger 1924 Gueen St Bxoter, Westoauntry Stidie
Lib, P&l) TRE3&24 LL), By permission),

REVIEWS

ttunden ang advised that opinons expreseed by VWL s m:ﬁﬁmwn nnl not necessar:
1y those of the Editer oraf the Devon History Society nsa whelel,

ey, by Clande Pike. Weastcountry

Heathercombe, The History of a Dartmoor Vi ol S b ey

Puole. 1999, 92pp, Numergus maps and illustrations.

v smal) Dartnoor valley, add one mun's devation to nature and the landscape, and
I:,::;T:guud approviation of geology. arehacology, and historic romr'ds. - and the result
sitama o loes] history monographs, which will interest readers frim much further
Ilh‘lrlhjr (el s mecompanied by good illustrations and almost oo mnn,\_-';exoe! lent maps,
cedveim o illistrite snch aspest of the subject. [t might have been easier for the reqder
unfariliar with tho villey o have s single key map at thie front showing all the names of
ite (0.4 Fav's Girave, the Three Fishes crosses, Heatree Hooser, and with. comuurs more
oy drawn, preceding the simpler specialised maps illustrating diffirent topics,

Ammieur historians will appreciate the general survey of ancient charters and practices
relating to Dartmaor landheldings. and the sourve references provided, Huwever we nated
thit i several pages there is an unfortannie mismateh botwen references in the text and
the hilingraphy &t the end,

Claude Pike is well placed o srrite this book. He wos Managing Divector of Ball Clay
producers Watts. Blake, Benrne at the time they aequired, unintentionully, the rights and
respnaibilitios of o forestry plantation at Heathereombe. Since then he hns bought, pro-
teoted and nurtured this and neighbeouring properties and studied the history of the area
in depth. Cur miin eritisizm of the-style of the book is that he has chosen to maintain o
detached third person when he would hiove been quite justified in saying in the st chap-
ter= "L did this’ the book stands slongside the Three Fishes Stones as a8 memarial tea lifels
love oMl weith Heatheroom be

RJJ and MA Simkins

Torbuy's Heritage: Paignton by Jobm R Pike, Torhay Borough Councal, 1998, cand vov-
ers, 102pp, £305, ISBN 1 REIDAG OF 7

Tartay’s Heritage: Brixham by John B Pike b W il X
i o ; q v Borough Council, 1993, cord
#en, Bilpp, £3.05, ISBN 1 869986 11 6 e

Years ago. in 1077, svhien T walkod the South Deven Const Path for this sihsequent HMS0

boole of that nime T used J
Phignton and Brixham for
Brixhim which | found 20 b

ohn Pike's three handy bibliographical guides to Targuay,
bla;:f-}r‘lnunr]lmmnpamh. Now the volumes tor Paignton an.[I

; ol aves been extensively rovi i i
%ﬂ-— Hustrations _L-r'|||wr| thee text and ench book s i;ﬁ:f;:?n:::fmszm
;‘tiua,\‘ his to wait until the matter of local povernment FesOrEAnisn tiom ia.:uu.led_l =
o ﬂL; lIw:lI]eJu:i Jobin Fike's earlier hooks were; as ho sub-titled then, hibliographical
mu_mr S n.H-. Lni];e;iuri to potnt the researcher in the right direetion for further infore
i ;1[“1rpr|“.um.u!:r.m?: ;‘;;:::::1;_!}?:::::3 Lo ;n their own right, bul, s one would
3 ; freadal faurees is not forgotten. Each chap-
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ter-has numersus references, and thore s o well set out ‘Biblingraphy and Furthar
Reading’ section at the hoel, 1 alan particulorly liked the ‘Chranology of Major Events!
appendix in each baak, nnd here one may fead that in April 1941 the first evaeases merved
in Paigtiten foom Plymouth, and in 1842 ‘the first “ents’ eves” were lnid on Paignten's
ronds’. In the Brisham book one finds that the letters BM wero first used on fishing vessels
i 1002

Thesa datails nre Lritdin themselves — and hrdly quakify os‘Major Events” — but T have
quoted them az an example of the attention to detail which is evident throughout 1 ales
found the scensinnal s ol n bold Qype-face helpful for locating topes an the page,

Johin Pike s an entertaining writer, mnd, not for the first time, T found his aceount of the
Simger family's conneetion with Torbay of the grented (nterest,

But the overall treatment is necessarily epiaodic, and one’s understanding of the whals i
handicapped by the shoer abundance of detail with which every page is coammad. Sq,
while thesis honke are todls towards o full history. of Torbay, they do not ottempt to e
pret and explain the socual development of these neighbouring but very different sottle
mierita Whint thiey do i provade neat, reasonably-priced Ristories ke which the reader must
provide his own commentary, and he will have to take aceount of the recently. publishod
bk by ddohn Travia The fise of the Decos Seaside Resoris 1750 - 1900 {niversity of
Exater Press 198931 which eame oot tee Late to be seen by Jobn Pike.

Brion Le Messiirior

The Rise of the Devon Seaside Resorts By John F Travis, Exeter. Maritime Siudies
Noy, 8, Exeter Univeraity Press 1999, 246 pp Hardback. Tlustrated: £30.06, 15BN 0 86588
i

The uthor telli s story from the first aceound of sen bathing in Devon, #t Exmauth in
1754, down to 1000 which vear he seesas o convenient wolershed betwesn the old seaside
devoted 0 health and palite compuny and the new affering pleasre and miles enfertiin
ment. Devor's remotenass fram the main centeds of population mide it sccessible anly 0
the well-to-de and its reputation for exclusiveness was maintained throughout m@ilfﬂﬂ
proriod. Communications were the main problem, Development first of new turnpile roodd
nnd then of the railway fvoured Torguay and its neighbours agiainst th resorts east of the
Exe. The north const did not get elfective Tond connections wntil the second hnlfof the st
ventury and Ilfracombe dependod greatly on steamer serviees (om Bristel

Thse shape Individunl vesarts took very much reflectied the attitude of the geound land:
lorids, Where they kept control as nt Teignmouth or Torguay the result was good, where
thiy left it ta the purchisers, as at Paignton, the outcome was less satisfactory. In sime
places; Tor exnmple. Clovelly, the landord forbade any dovelopment at all, While the south
vongt resorts graw oul of pxisting settlements the katter part of the poriod witnossed sever
al ily partially sueeossfil attempts to create new omes on the north copst, The most dra-
mutic failure was the collapee of the Waady Bay-scheme and the jmprisanment of its pro-
Juctor fip embezeomen. :

Th authar traces the chinge in visitars’ attitudes, The assambly rooms of the late eigh-
teenth century lost favour and while s hithing remained the staple the bogks of Philip
Ciomser and Chalatte Chanlor led to a passion for collecting whith emptisd the rock pavls of
their fauna and stripped the lanes of their ferns, Bands, archery and later F]rm
Westward Hal afforded sésmly divarsions while pierrats onfy got in at the-end of the nme:
teenth contary. With their arrival and that of mised bathing the author coneludis his sur-
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& tites the serinas health crises of the mid-cantury when resorts diseoy-

v O thie woy h let raw sewnage he dis-

aeedl thitt they eould not describe \hemeeves as healthy if they

sharygecl un to histr besaehes. Local Government Boards hind to be set up to improve or even

, provide sanitatipn. i
= |I I\I.::;Bmﬁ]]:,- i nesvsbing the growth of resorts is in deciding how much was dug Talr;::;
i foe vigitors and how much to retired peaple, The attractinns of Tonquay ax & ‘:'nuld
e, for example, must have encoragid iy Lo settle thore; These me'wxpmn]_mi urs i

(ravide o constant demand fur seevices, especially dumestic, while hotels el Iodging hous-
o wonld tend to offer seasonal emplovment. There were also the semi-permanent Visiors.
sy el wemin of indopendent means who could settle where they w{.shqd for ue long &8s
{hies likedl, By the end of the period covered by the hook they were being repinm_ﬂ by the
ot -term haliday maker, Positive bolidny-making was replacing long term inactivity,

[h wuther sngaests & number of themes for subssquent study incl uding the sources of

capital for thie develapment of the resurts. Anther might be the impact of the neweomers
wpan the existinig sommunitis. Geonge Robertz, writing in the middle of the Lot centary
abant Dorset Feastts, oheerved that The habits of a country (own were nol. in secordinee
with these of persons of good inceme’ and eo the vasy relutiona between clnsses Tl disgp-
pearl,
* Thie i= the first book te-surviey the growth of the Devon resorts os o whole and a3 such iz
mueh tn be welcomed. 1t ts well planmed snd written. Unfoctanately at £30.00 it s unbkely
Lo feach the public it deserves. Published as a cheaper paperback, without its neademic
inflgst of nppendices ete. and perbaps with 8 snappier title it could sell well in the resorts
Hharmeel ves,

Adrten Reed,

Local Customs Accounts of the Port of Exeter: 1266 - 1321 edited and transiatod by
Maryanne Kownleski. Doven and Oornwall Record Bociety, New Series, Yal, 36, 1003,
pp L ISEN O SOLEGS 56 4. £15.00 to non-members,

fl'hr.' Exeter Aceounts ave among the fow loeal customs accounts surviving from this period,
They huve thee partieular valoe thit onlile national aceounts they include coastal trade.
:j:llt:::::h‘fntrmrﬁad bt the information for each incoming ship gives the names of
i s of cargn_lwhuther or not Hable to pay custams, Among the sxempl were
‘_mmnn ".I Exuter and of other similurly privileged towns, these importing for thoir awn
li:u_m:rnpnnn and masters and mariners onjoying ‘portage’ or fréight in place of part o all
L1;: :—n\:':c‘ﬁ:.ﬂ‘l‘tnmxum weirk the mnu;lpm-turdimhm-gb nnél here the earks ol Deven raceived
I SHELIM on wine: as will as othor charges such os lvealage and eranaps, B
;m:ﬂ;ﬂfhﬁ;ﬂm the city's share beings put gt about $-9% of its ru\-o:?m i.:ett::
et 'y I 1 i 1 1 I
e ustomis rites seem Lo hove beon velatively Tow in comparison with
The recordu ave nok ecplete i i
plete for the periad but in her introduction the eite
;_'LZ;: :ﬁ;:m u‘::;nl.l;i;nnﬂusi;na from the matarinl available. She considars th:eﬁ:
! T rom south Devon ports, n guartor from th ¥
remiinder from gverseis. There is little 5 formati G b o i
the valume of ARG rurr'l.cd b i s Ahasing s br.vynnd
: | bul whe hins heen uhle to find additionn) information 23
E‘::h?;ﬂ;:, um:iu:hm sources including the'lay subsidios. Taking 1:1- pmf;:ﬁun;.qz?
iy recirds am ressonabily complete, wine imports at B2% and foodstuffs ™
ahend of dyestuffe dncluding waad), other riw materily nd finizhed good Il!M?-ﬂmn-
i 5 v
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- pans-alipments frm other Englich parts;
st i aerivals wis In the memornndu eonprising the
dute bhegin the custams rtls which after 131011 were divid-
e wing aiid & secvnd (o all ather imports. These the ody-
As gr appumdix gl gives the Latin original of the 1310011
ffiriale for thie pedtod and an extremely valushle glos-
" and measures Garlie and oniene are imported, rther
each ol 15-27 heds, Not surprisingly, Breton ships were activi in

wrfirned a pitable service to histanans, bolh professtenal sod ama:
Fully sditad texts Her intenduction provides o clear

o dewm to 1321 and also indicates Fater develop-

il for refloction as willna pointees 1o further aveis

wrinted and well bound, My only erticiam is o per-

iin morn than sunple relorences distencting, IF the

e bt theire b i ciise fog putting it in o appeadoc bt

bl s ot eritieism of the sotss themselves, wiich wre of groat inter-

Adrin Reed

Jiathe an the sland of Tundy, 950 yeoars 1244-1884 by Myrtle Ternstrom; pp, vi 4+
rigs-and photagraphia (en-numboned); TSEN 0 9520062 0-4. pro-
il oo bedadfal thie wathor snd availihbe r £6,50 ine; peg from

iy Lome Bl Choltankam GL530 9DE )

th yor of the-eastles existenss, thizlittle hooklot-sets aut to

It sibstgrent history, Home of thirteenth century pirstes

Iding of & castie ot Hartland in 1201 in response to

| Laeby Frond wg & syvabol of independence which pontempi-

ibiler, oy [11 had the easthe baill in 124544 and it was laoked

i (listed in an uppendis whiose suecessor wern them-

e smipling o which the island's leation a0 readily lent

nuthat guts 1, new mmeteenth century owners brought ‘peaceful

¥ tmerease it populution wa relevant to:the old easthe sito,
proup of petapes, The arrival of the pleasure steamers.

| elgral wation towards the end of the sentury sdded farther te

#wurled, The wark of the Landmark Trost, from 1969

I the castlels fnbric and of the ninetesnth centiry cobtiges
retncediggcal work i the lsland has included excavation at

L] mull bailey desizn, and the reader should refer 1o 5:

g af thie Detan Archoenouie! Soeioty, 4011982, Indeed

ozl mch infiematio abiat the castle site itself — thangh
T e e Sk et
Fliabany o the Bing's Wearks (1954 Haer detnils of it= foondation should alsn consult the

FA Higham

OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

iorinn Sepplement No 101 by C.G. Soutt. FENN (867-0208.
ﬂ" lmu":| .Jmmm phatasraphers in Devon 18421839 has heen prepared b:;‘w:
e 10 The Povon Histordan Christopher &, Scott from resources bl the
e Studiss Library, Mr Stott warns that the list is Far frem complete’, never-
o 71 pages are packed with pames and addresses, listed und_m- towns and
bes, of st photographers, In an Introduetion the compiler summarizes izhe dovil-
= uf phitagraphy in Devon from the 184(0s. Available to members of the Royal
aphie Sogiely or ta subseribers to The PhotoHistorian, Enguiries to Mr Scotl or
i the Weseeountry Studies Library Exeler:

Regords of @ vocky shore or annals of our village by Rev F.C. Hingeston-
Randolph 1876, This is o reprint produced in 1893 by Ringmore (Kingsbridge]
rienl saciety, o paper numbered as 1" in the annals, entitled 'Our Sextons’. Of 32
& card gover, the booklet, price £1.50, can be obtained from D JH. Parry,
Nodden Furm House, Ringmaro, Kingshridge, TEY7 4HF Tel 0548 810253,

Civil Engineering Heritage, Southern England, ed, R.A. Otter. (Solt back, no
price given ), ISHN 07237 1871 &, Pub. for the Institution of Civil Engineers by Thomas
Tedford Lid., Thomas Tollord House, | Herm Quay, London E14 410, A Hrinn George,
whione srtisle on Haldan Gate is published in this issue of Tie Devan Hestorien, is one
of th pune! of contributors to this stiractive book. Ax the name sugposts, the study
cuvars o wide ared of England, bul the Tamar Vaolley nnd Pl,rmnut.i::. nnd Centaal
-:‘Ian:h includes north) and Bastern Devin logethir peoount fur sixiy of the 2605 Pages

Thi l:-.m_k I vme of a saries. which makes available to s wider pablic information mn;
T,?m"d in the ?.rrhive of the Tnstilution of Civil Engineers' Pane) for Historical
Engineering Works, eamprising records selected for theic technival interest. Clearl

and plensantly written, with hiblingen phical reforences, nnd plentifully i.llustma::t \:-;.t.:

maps nnd exeellont photo
bl e araphs, the work offers intereat to hoth technics) and non-
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