
DHS BOOK AWARDS 2024 

 

 

Every year at our October AGM, we award prizes to the best new books and 

undergraduate dissertations on Devon’s history. This year, we were delighted to 

receive four dissertations from Exeter and Plymouth Universities, looking at subjects 

from madness and masculinity to savings bank depositors. The winner of the 

dissertation prize was Sam Driscoll for What was the significance of the 

commonweal for the participants of the Prayer Book Rebellion? The judges 

appreciated how Sam’s work takes a different look at the events and the participants 

and even questions the naming of the movement.  

There was a very high standard this year 

among entries for the W.G. Hoskins Award – 

our annual prize for the best book by a non-

professional historian or history group. The 

winner was Ian Graham-Jones for his 

masterful Concerts and music-making in 

Devon, 1760-1914. The judges felt the work 

showed outstanding research into a subject 

which is rarely covered by historians of this 

county.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also awarded three Highly Commended certificates: 



                                                   

Sadru Bhanji’s Barnstaple’s 

Victorian underclass: 

prisoners’ photographs 1867-

77 derives from a chance 

purchase on an internet 

auction site of a photograph 

album, and the named 

individuals within were then 

researched in local 

newspapers, and the final 

result is a fascinating study of 

North Devon criminal life.  

 

 

 

 

 

Crediton and the Great Fire of 1743, a 

collaboration by members of the Crediton Area 

History and Museum Society, takes a look in 

great detail at the town and people of Crediton 

before and after the fire and great use is made 

of William Chapple’s map dating to just before 

the fire.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Matt Tiller’s The lion who never roared: the star 

robbed of England glory tells the story of 

Plymouth Argyle’s Jack Leslie. He was the first 

black footballer to be selected for England but 

he was denied his chance due to the colour of 

his skin. Matt has offered to waive the postage 

on orders of the book for DHS members. Just go 

to jackleslie.co.uk and click for ’No Shipping’ or 

‘Pick Up’ on the delivery option and email your 

details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the winners and many thanks to Mike Sampson and Paul 

Auchterlonie who organise the competition.  

 

 

Sam Driscoll, Henry French, Ian Graham-Jones, Tony Gale 

http://jackleslie.co.uk/

