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The Council and Officers 

The Devon History Society is a registered charity. The principal officers of the Society for the 

year 2023-2024 are:  

President: Professor Henry French 

Chair: Katie Findlay 

Vice-Chair: Dr Tim Lomas  

Secretary: Dr Tim Lomas 

Treasurer/Membership Secretary: Martin Smith 

Programme/Events Secretary: Marie Leverett 

Bookings secretary: Judy Moss  

Web-site manager: Martin Smith  

Editor, The Devon Historian:  Mike Sampson  

Editor, DHS Newsletter: Brian Carpenter 

Affiliated Societies: Abigail Gray  

 

Other Council members:  

Claire Skinner 

Debbie Lister 

Julia Neville (co-opted) 

Members of the Council and the President are automatically trustees of the Society.  

The Council meets quarterly to conduct the routine business of the Society. Regular reports 

are received covering finance, membership, publications, events and Affiliated Societies. 

The chair, secretary and treasurer form an Executive meeting to discuss operational issues 

between Council meetings. A copy of the Constitution of the Devon History Society is 

available on request from the secretary.  

The term of office for Council members is three years.  The current term of membership 

ends in 2024 for Judy Moss, Claire Skinner and Martin Smith.  Judy Moss has stated that 

she wishes to stand down at the AGM and Claire Skinner will also not stand again as she is 

leaving Devon for a new role in Dorset.   Martin Smith is willing to serve another term. Julia 

Neville has expressed a desire to move from co-opted to elected trustee. 

 

Tim Lomas 

 

 

 



Report from Chair: 

The year has seen a wide range of activity and more stability following the previous 

disruptions caused by covid.  DHS has settled into a pattern of virtual and face-to-face 

meetings.   One face-to-face event is the Society Showcase where we team with a local 

society, museum or history project for an event – this year we had a successful event with 

Salcombe Maritime Museum.  The other face-to-event is the annual AGM which we also use 

as an occasion for a lecture and awards.   Marie Leverett has diligently and enthusiastically 

put together a programme that has been varied ranging from tithe barns and the Lynton and 

Barnstaple railway to the life and career of Dame Elizabeth Simcoe.  These online events 

attract healthy numbers.  Links with the two Devon branches of The Historical Association 

have continued.   We also retain good relations with the universities of Exeter and Plymouth 

as evidenced by more submissions this year for the dissertation prize than in a long time.  

The Devon in the 1920s project also continues to be very active.  Plans are in place to 

supplement talks with skills workshops.  

A key part of the DHS is the successful Devon in the 1920s.   A range of events have taken 

place such as a joint event with the South West Maritime History on changes in the 1920s 

and a seminar on the Dartington experiment. Many aspects such as the research and 

publication stages are now drawing to a close but plans are well in hand for major Festival of 

the 1920s in 2025.  Many organisations and societies have already expressed a wish to be 

involved. 

The regular electronic newsletter is now a detailed publication with news of societies, events 

and articles. The Society is extremely grateful to Brian Carpenter for editing this. Likewise to 

Mike Sampson for his continual skilful editing of “The Devon Historian”.   This duly appeared 

this year.   For the foreseeable future this will remain a hard copy publication although we 

will canvas members to gain their views on whether there is a desire to move online.    

Although an annual publication, two editions are being planned for next year with one 

focused on the Devon in the 1920s project. 

Our links with the Affiliated Societies remains a crucial aspect of DHS.  As is the situation in 

many places, we are aware of the precarious situation of some local history societies, a 

situation we monitor closely.   We note the demise of some societies.  This has had an effect 

on membership numbers although as shown below in the accounts, the financial state of the 

Society is healthy. 

Aware of the fluid state of local history, an event for Trustees was held in June aiming to 

evaluate the role of the Society and how it may best thrive in the future.   Amongst the issues 

discussed was the need to have a more up-to-date feel to the website and this is now taking 

place.  Future developments include changing membership categories, reaching out more to 

non-members particularly through social media, maximising investments and better co-

operation with other societies.  

As with many societies, the future progress of the DHS relies on the commitment and 

dedication of a number of individuals particularly the trustee body and our active president.  

It is pleasing to see Julia Neville rejoin the trustee and should enable even better co-

ordination between Council and the impressive Devon in the 1920s project which she so 

ably leads on.  On the other hand Judy Moss has decided to step down after many years of 

service to the DHS.  We will all be sorry to lose such a valued trustee.   We still have 

vacancies on the trustee body and would especially welcome those with any marketing or 

publicity skills but anyone who is committed to the furtherance of Devon’s history would be 

more than welcome to apply.   



 

 

Katherine Findlay 

 

 

Financial Reports 

Our accounting year runs from 1 May to 30 April.  

Included are: 

1. Treasurer’s Report including membership 
2. Independent Examiner’s Report 
3. Receipts and Payments Account 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

The annual financial statement and balance sheet follow this report. 

The finances of the Devon History Society continue to remain in a healthy state.  Thank you 

to all our members who have maintained their subscriptions and increased their payment in 

line with our new standardised rate.  Thank you for continuing to support us. 

All funds held by the Devon History Society are unrestricted except for the sum of £2,000.00 

received as donations for the Devon in the 1920s Project.  The unrestricted funds are to be 

used in accordance with the Society’s objectives and at the discretion of the trustees. The 

Society has no reserves policy as such, but all surplus funds are held to further our 

objectives. 

I would like to thank Mark Hazell of Sovereign Accountancy, Exmouth, for his detailed 

examination of the accounts. His report follows. Mark Hazell has confirmed that he is 

prepared to continue in the role of independent examiner for the year 2024–25, if agreed by 

the members at the AGM. 

7 September 2024 

 

Membership 

Membership of the Devon History Society stood at 223 members, 50 affiliated local group 

and 13 corporate memberships, at the end of April 2024.    

Martin Smith   13 May 2024 

 

 



The Devon History Society 

Registered Charity No. 262485 

 

Receipts & Payments Account  

For the Year Ended 30 April 2024 

 

 2023-24 2022-23 
 Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
 £ £ £ £ 

     
Receipts     
Membership  4,948  4,749 
Donations  35  120 
Conference/seminars/talks  193  267 
Interest  529  191 
Gift Aid  601  1,163 
Devon 1920s project  694  821 
Devon 1920s Restricted  2,000    
Publishers’ Licensing Services  66   
     

Total Receipts 2,000 7,066  7,311 

     
Payments     
Devon Historian  2,892  3,158 
Conference/seminars/talks    185 
Website  90  136 
BALH/Insurance  90  75 
Administration  100  114 
Devon 1920s project   737  314 
Zoom   144  144 
Annual accounts - examiner  80  80 
AGM  90  0 
Book prizes  400  150 
     

Total Payments  4,623  4,356 

     
Net of receipts/(payments)  2,443  2955 
     
Total funds brought forward 2,000 17,239  14,284 
     

Total funds carried forward 2,000 19,682  17,239 

     

Total 2,000 19,682  17,239 

     
     



 

The Devon History Society 

Registered Charity No. 262485 

 

Balance Sheet   

at 30 April 2024 

 

 

 2023-24 2022-23 
 Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
 £ £ £ £ 
     
Funds     
     
Cash at bank     
     
Current account  1,998  2,868 
Reserve account 2,000 9,855  6,913 
COIF deposit account  7,829  7,458 
     

Total funds carried forward 2,000 19,682  17,239 

     

Total funds held 2,000 19,682  17,239 

     

 

Notes: 

 

1. The accounts are prepared on a receipts and payments basis. 
2. No remuneration has been paid to any trustee during the year. 

 

Approved by the Council (electronically) and signed on their behalf by: 

 

Martin Smith 

Treasurer 

07/09/2024 

 



Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of The Devon History Society 

Charity No: 262485 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Devon History Society for 

the year ended 30 April 2024. 

Responsibilities and basis of report 

As the charity trustees of the Devon History Society you are responsible for the preparation 

of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (the Act). 

I report in respect of my examination of the accounts carried out under section 145 of the 

2011 Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions 

given by the Charity 

Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

Independent Examiner's Statement 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my 

attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material 

respect: 

1. Accounting records were not kept in respect of the Devon History Society as required 

by section 130 of the Act; or 

2. The accounts do not accord with those records; or 

3. The accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the forms 

and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 

2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair l view which is 

not a matter considered as part of an examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the 

examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

   

Mark Hazell 

24 June 2024 



Programme Secretary’s report.   

A successful programme of both online and in-person events has been organised.  DHS 

continued the events structure of 2023 consisting of an AGM with a keynote speaker in 

Exeter, winter/spring online events and a Society Showcase working with an affiliated 

society or organisation sharing a new or successful project.  The AGM for 2023 was a talk 

on the Exeter Conspiracy through the eyes of Hilary Mantel’s Thomas Cromwell by David 

Holland.  The winter programme of online talks featured the Alehouse in Tudor and Stuart 

Devon; Devon Tithe Barns; the Lynton and Barnstaple Railway; and Dame Elizabeth Simcoe 

– A Creative Genius in Devon.  The 2024 Showcase Event was held in Salcombe with the 

Salcombe Maritime Museum.  In addition the programme of events included joint events with 

the two Devon branches of the Historical Association (Plymouth and Exeter and District) and 

Julia Neville has continued to organise a range of events associated with Devon in the 

1920s.  This is an initiative that has attracted national attention.  

Marie Leverett 

 

  

Publications   

The Devon Historian  

The new look of The Devon Historian (vol. 93), with its typeface without serifs, was much 
appreciated. The volume’s seven articles displayed a wide range of time periods and 
subjects, extending from a study of the Anglo-Saxon thegn Brictic’s holdings in Devon to the 
contribution of the county’s women to the war effort on the land in the First World War. Not 
afraid to face difficult issues there were also features on a case of child abuse in 17th century 
Dartmouth and prostitution in Victorian Devon. Another feature of this, as with previous 
issues, was the large number of book reviews on historical topics concerning Devon – a rare 
section nowadays in this county’s publications. What may surprise many members are the 
destinations of The Devon Historian. As expected, the majority of the copies are delivered 
within Devon, but no less than 15% are posted to places outside the county. As well as local 
libraries, establishments such as the Universities of Leicester and London both subscribe to 
a copy, as do, further afield, Harvard (Cambridge, Massachusetts) and New York Public 
Library. 
 

Mike Sampson   

 

 

 

The Newsletter  

Digital editions of the society’s newsletter, Devon History News, were published in August 

2023 and February 2024.  Articles included an informative piece about the National Marine 

Biological Library in Plymouth by Council member Debbie Lister, two essays about the 

landscape of Ottery St Mary by former newsletter editor Chris Wakefield and a lengthy 

examination of the history of Seaton’s coastline. The newsletter has again complemented 

The Devon Historian by enabling members to keep up to date with the Devon in the 1920s 



project, the activities of the DHS and its Affiliated Societies, books of local interest and the 

passing of important figures in the society’s history.  I am grateful to my fellow Council 

members for their contributions, especially Abi Gray and Martin Smith for their assistance in 

requesting articles from members, and all the DHS members and others who have provided 

material for the newsletter. 

Brian Carpenter   

 

  

Research  

Devon in the 1920s 

The final Symposium for the project, on Devon’s Maritime History in the 1920s was held in 

conjunction with the South West Maritime History Society in Plymouth in April 2024 and a 

study day on the Dartington Archive hosted for the project by South West Heritage Trust 

(SWHT) in June 2024. The research collection is now complete, with 20 more essays 

received during the current year bringing the total to 66. The collection will now be archived 

with SWHT and The Box (Plymouth) and published on the Devon History Society website. In 

2025 the results of our researches, and other work by local groups, will be shared in a 

Festival of Devon in the 1920s, a programme of exhibitions and events around the county 

hosted by a wide range of local partners. This will be launched in March 2025 and run 

throughout the summer season. 

Julia Neville 

 

AGM 2023 

The draft minutes of the AGM are attached with notice of the 2024 AGM.  Additional copies 

can be obtained from the secretary (tlomas@outlook.com) . 
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