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The Council and Officers 

The Devon History Society is a registered charity. The principal officers of the Society for the year  

2021-2022 are:  

 

President: Professor Henry French 

Chair: Katherine Findlay 

Vice-Chair: Dr Tim Lomas  

Secretary: Dr Tim Lomas 

Treasurer/Membership Secretary: Martin Smith 

Programme Secretary: Marie Leverett 

Bookings secretary: Judy Moss  

Web-site manager: Martin Smith  

Editor, The Devon Historian:  Michael Sampson  

Editor, DHS Newsletter: Brian Carpenter 

Affiliated societies: Abigail Gray  

 

Other Council members:  

Marie Leverett 

Claire Skinner 

Debbie Watson 

Members of the Council are automatically trustees of the Society.  

The Council meets quarterly to conduct the routine business of the Society. Regular reports are 

received covering finance, membership, publications, events and affiliated societies. The chair, 

secretary and treasurer form an Executive meeting to discuss operational issues between Council 

meetings. A copy of the Constitution of the Devon History Society is available on request from the 

secretary.  

The term of office for Council members is three years.  The current term of membership ends in 

2022 for Henry French, Tim Lomas and Debbie Watson.  All have expressed an interest in serving for 

another term. 

 

 

 

 



Report from Chair: 

I have been honoured to serve my first year as Chair and my sincere thanks go to the rest of the 

Society’s trustees for their support throughout. 2021-2022 was of course the period when the world 

emerged from the worst of the Covid-19 pandemic. For DHS, it was an opportunity to learn from the 

experience of the lockdowns when our communications became entirely digital. During the year, we 

developed a ‘new normal’ that mixes online and in-person events to great advantage, retaining the 

greater accessibility that technology brings to our large and rural county while starting to restore the 

buzz of real-life meetings.  

We have been very pleased to support the Devon in the 1920s project and I congratulate all the 

volunteers involved in the impressive range of research and events that were developed during the 

year. Across the county, amateur and professional historians alike produced fascinating and 

important work, and our thanks as always to those who contributed to the 2021 edition of the 

Devon Historian. We are delighted to honour the best of the year’s books on Devon’s history in our 

annual book awards that will be announced at the 2021-2022 AGM.  

Despite the turbulence of recent years, our membership has remained healthy and I am gratified to 

see how much our members value being part of the DHS community. In fast-changing times, I 

believe that local history has a vital role to play in providing context and creating community; I very 

much look forward to the next chapter.  

 

Katherine Findlay 

 

 

 

Financial Reports 

Our accounting year runs from 1 May to 30 April.  

Included are: 

1. Treasurer’s Report 
2. Independent Examiner’s Report 
3. Receipts and Payments Account 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Treasurer’s Report 

The annual receipts and payments accounts and balance sheet follow this report. 

For the second year in succession we have experienced restrictions on our activities, but the finances 

of the Devon History Society continue to remain in a healthy state. 

Thank you to all our members who have maintained their subscriptions and continued to support us 

throughout this difficult period. 

The restricted funds held for the Devon in the 1920s project were fully utilised during the year and 

we no longer hold any restricted money. 

The remaining funds held by the Devon History Society are unrestricted. This means that they can be 

used in accordance with the Society’s objectives and at the discretion of the trustees. The Society 

has no reserves policy as such, but all surplus funds are held to further our objectives. 

I would like to thank my predecessor, Jan Jones, for her help as she handed over the role of 

treasurer. I would also like to thank Mark Hazell of Sovereign Accountancy, Exmouth, for his detailed 

examination of the accounts. His report follows. Mark Hazell has confirmed that he is prepared to 

continue in the role of independent examiner for the year 2022–23, if agreed by the members at the 

AGM. 

 

 

Martin Smith 

August 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of The Devon History Society 

 

Charity No:  262485 

 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Devon History Society for the year 

ended 30 April 2022. 

 

Responsibilities and basis of report 
 

As the charity trustees of the Devon History Society you are responsible for the preparation of the 

accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (the Act). 

 

I report in respect of my examination of the accounts carried out under section 145 of the 2011 Act 

and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity 

Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 

Independent Examiner’s Statement 
 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in 

connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect: 

 

1. Accounting records were not kept in respect of the Devon History Society as required by 
section 130 of the Act; or 

2. The accounts do not accord with those records; or 
3. The accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the forms and 

content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other 
than any requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view which is not a matter 
considered as part of an examination. 
 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to 

which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the 

accounts to be reached. 

 

 

 

Signature     Date        

 

 

Mark Hazell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Devon History Society 

Registered Charity No. 262485 

Receipts & Payments Account 

For the Year Ended 30 April 2022 

 

 2021-22 2020-21 
 Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
 £ £ £ £ 

     
Receipts     
Membership  5,777  3,985 
Donations  126  86 
Conferences & seminars    10 
Interest  7  10 
Gift Aid  583  568 
Devon 1920s project  320  145 
Other receipts  50   
     

Total Receipts  6,863  4,804 

     
Payments     
Devon Historian  3,082  2,832 
Newsletter  48  42 
Council & officers’ meetings    581 
Website maintenance  50  136 
BALH/Insurance  75  75 
Administration  77  110 
Devon 1920s project  8,895 548 205  
Zoom account  144   
Annual accounts -examiner  240   
AGM  191   
Other payments  278   
     

Total Payments 8,895 4,733 205 3,776 

     
Net of receipts/(payments) (8,895) 2,130 (205) 1,028 
     
Total funds brought forward 8,895 12,154 9,100 11,126 
     

Total funds carried forward 0 14,284 8,895 12,154 

     

Total  14,284  21,049 

     
     

 



The Devon History Society 

Registered Charity No. 262485 

Balance Sheet 

at 30 April 2022 

 

 

 2021-22 2020-21 
 Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
 £ £ £ £ 
     
Funds     
     
Cash at bank     
     
Current account  1,267  1,811 
Reserve account  5,710 8,895 3,041 
COIF deposit account  7,307  7,302 
     

Total funds carried forward  14,284 8,895 12,154 

     

Total funds held  14,284  21,049 

     

 

Notes: 

 

1. The accounts are prepared on a receipts and payments basis. 

2. No renumeration has been paid to any trustee during the year. 
 

Approved by the Council (electronically) on 10 September 2022 and signed on their behalf by: 

 

 

Martin Smith 

Treasurer 

 

 

 



Programme Secretary’s report  

The year was dominated by covid so it was not possible to organise any face-to-face meetings but a 

series of zoom events were arranged during the year. These have ranged from the Eric Gill altar to 

place names, Tudor sources and rotten boroughs.    No programme secretary existed throughout the 

year but we are pleased to report that Marie Leverett has agreed to serve in this role and has 

already introduced a programme of online events as well as face-to-face speakers.   Further events 

have been organised as part of the Devon in the 1920s Project.   The joint arrangement with FODA 

has continued and one programme a year has been offered to DHS members jointly with the Exeter 

and Plymouth branches of the Historical Association. 

 

  

Publications  

The Devon Historian  

The Society continues to publish an annual journal, The Devon Historian, edited by Mike Sampson. 

His hard work in editing and organising the journal this year is much appreciated.  

 

The Newsletter  

There is a twice-yearly newsletter, edited by Brian Carpenter who has taken over from Chris 

Wakefield.  This is now a digital newsletter and the year has seen transition arrangements to a fully 

digital offering.  Council remain mindful of those who are unable to access a version digitally.  The 

two newsletters this year have been received most positively and recognised by many individuals 

and organisations including those outside Devon.  The newsletter represents a key way of circulating 

details of DHS events and those of Affiliated Societies.  This has been well supplemented by the DHD 

website ably managed by Martin Smith and through social media for which a huge thanks are due to 

Debbie Watson.   

  

Research  

Despite the pandemic the Devon in the 1920s Project has remained very active.  Through the 

excellent organisation and commitment of Dr Julia Neville, a series of groups have continued to 

research and share findings such as education, transport, leisure, maritime, estates and landowners, 

Exeter’s West Quarter, houses, women as well as various expert witness sessions.  The formal launch 

event moved from a face-to-face to a zoom meeting when Dr Stefan Goebel, University of Kent, 

spoke on the  Aftermath of the Great War in April.  Further sessions focused on improving water 

supply, women in the 1920s and tourism and leisure. A major achievement occurred with the 

production of a reminiscences DVD distributed to care homes and memory cafes throughout Devon. 

Things remain in place for a major Festival of 1920s Devon in 2025.  

 

 



Membership  

The attached document gives the DHS membership figures including 2021 but also the 2022 year to 

date.  Past figures are also shown to illustrate trends.   The recent small reduction is largely 

explained by cleansing the data. 

 

M/ship receipts 

 

 

AGM 2021 

The draft minutes of the AGM are attached with notice of the 2022 AGM.  Additional copies can be 

obtained from the secretary. 

 

 

 

Category AGM 2013 AGM 2014 AGM 2015 AGM 2016 AGM 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022     YTD

Individual 225 210 210 211 224 200 203 182 170

Household 19 22 18 19 23 21 19 20 17

Young 1 1 3 1 0

Life 35 36 35 36 37 36 36 35 35

Honorary 6 7 7 6 7 7 7 6 6

Affiliated 57 61 64 68 69 69 69 59 69

Corporate 23 20 17 16 16 16 15 15 15

No Fees 3 5 5 5 5 5 4 4

TOTAL 365 359 356 361 382 355 357 322 316

£6,125.00 £5,309.00 £6,196.00 £5,322.00 £5,324.00 £4,909.00 £5,084.00 £5,777.00 £3,961.00

Resigned 11 5

Not paid 2021 7

Not Paid 2022 8 16

Passed Away 6 0

M/ship receipts


