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THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2021

The trustees present their report and the financial statements for the year ended 30 April 2021.

Objectives and aims
The society's aim is to promote the study of Devon's history. It welcomes as members any individuals
or societies which share this central objective.

Structure, governance and management

Organisation

The society is an unincorporated association and is administered by its principal officers.

The Council (officers and trustees) meets formally four times a year to conduct the routine business of
the Society. An informal working-party (Chairman, Secretary, and Programme secretary) meets before
each Council meeting to plan the agenda and to review the work of the Society.

Funds

The general funds held by the Society are unrestricted, being funds that can be used in accordance with
the Society's objectives at the discretion of the trustees. However, the Society also has a restricted
fund originating from a Heritage Lottery Fund grant received in 2019 for use towards the 'Devon in the
1920's' project.

Reserves Policy
The society has no reserves policy.

Achievements and performance

Inevitably, the Society's activities were brought to a halt by the pandemic. After an initial (and
forgivable) inertia, | embraced Zoom. This has enabled the Council to function pretty much as normal,
and no doubt Zoom will become the new 'normal’ for Council meetings. And we have been able to put
forward what | hope has been seen as an attractive series of talks for the year's programme.

Financial Review

The annual account is attached. Our finances remain in a healthy state despite a reduction in income,
mainly because events could not run due to Covid-19. We have a surplus of income over expenses for
the year.

The Devon Historian and Newsletter
The Society's publications maintain a very high quality. | am grateful to the editors, Mike Sampson and
Chris Wakefield, for their significant contribution to the Society's profile.

The 'Devon in the 1920s' Project

The launch of the 'Devon in the 1920s' project was delayed by a year. The on-line launch, in April this
year, attracted over 70 participants. The Council is very grateful to Dr Julia Neville for all her hard work
in keeping the project on track. Various research groups are now getting underway. A large part of the
HLF grant will be spent on producing a video 'reminiscence' of the 1920s for use in Care Homes.
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Future Governance and Society Review

The Council agreed to the proposals of a 'root-and-branch' review (undertaken by the president,
chairman, secretary and affiliated societies' secretary). This will see the Council reduced to twelve
elected members, with up to six forming an 'inner core' to conduct the day-to-say running of the
Society.

The annual meeting in October will see some significant changes in the personnel of the Society. Our
president, Mark Brayshay, stands down after five years in office during which he has been an
exemplary, 'hands-on' presence, on whom | have relied heavily for advice. Mark has had major surgery
earlier this year. We thank him for his contribution to the Society and wish him well for the future.
Professor Henry French has kindly agreed to take on the role of president of the Society.

Our treasurer, Jan Jones, also stands down after a five year stint. The role of treasurer is demanding
and Jan has done much chasing after members who haven't paid their subscriptions (but haven't let us
know their intentions). She has also brought the Society's gift-aid claims up to date. The Society owes
her a debt of gratitude. Martin Smith is stepping into Jan's shoes.

Chris Wakefield stands down after (I think) nine years on the Council, during which time he has brought
his polymathic brain to bear upon the editorship of the Newsletter to its and our great advantage. | am
very grateful to Chris for his enthusiasm for the Society (and for most things) and for his contribution to
the Council over such a long period. Brian Carpenter takes on the role of editor of the Newsletter.

Jackie Bryon is relinquishing her role as membership secretary. | am grateful to Jackie for the care she
has brought to another demanding role. This secretariat is being merged with that of treasurer.

Then, | am relinquishing the chair after six years in office. | am very pleased that Katherine Findlay,
known to many through her leadership of the WW1 'Devon Remembers' Project, has agreed to take on
the role of chair for the Council. | commend her to you. She will be an outstanding presence on the
Council.

Over my six years, | feel | have received unstinting support from the Council. For me, it has been a
happy experience. | stand down, feeling that the Society is in reasonable heart and that the Council is
well-staffed for the next phase of the Society's life. (I and other members of the Council acknowledge
that we have been very fortunate to have Tim Lomas as secretary, succeeding Viv Styles.)

New Membership Tiers and Subscriptions

Please note that, with effect from 1 May 2022, membership of the Society will be simplified to three
tiers: individual, affiliated society and corporate body. We are doing away with family membership,
young person's membership, and life-membership. There will be a flat rate of £20 across these three
tiers, the first increase in subscription for a number of years. So, please make sure your bank knows of
this change!
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Expanding the Society's Reach

The Council has made an approach to the Friends of Devon Archives in the hope that the two Societies
can work more closely together. The outcome of this approach should be clear by the time of the AGM
in 2022.

Statement of responsibilities
The trustees are responsible for preparing the Report of the Trustees and the financial statements.
The trustees approve this report and it is signed on their behalf by:

Revd Dr Andrew Jones (Chairman)

Dated:
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Independent examiner's report to the trustees of The Devon History Society
| report to the trustees on my examination of the receipts and payments accounts of The Devon History
Society for the year ended 30 April 2021.

Responsibilities and basis of report
As the trustees of the Society you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with
the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’).

| report in respect of my examination of the Society’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the 2011
Act and in carrying out my examination | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner’s statement
| have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Society as required by section 130 of the Act; or
2. the accounts do not accord with those records.

| have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached.

Miss A Hicks FCCA

Stevens & Willey

Chartered Certified Accountants
Grenville House

9 Boutport Street

BARNSTAPLE

EX311TZ

Dated:



THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY
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RECEIPTS

Subscriptions (net of refunds)
Donations

Conferences and seminars
Devon historian

Interest on bank accounts
Gift aid

Donation to 1920's project
Prizes

Heritage Lottery Fund grant

Total receipts

PAYMENTS

Devon historian
Newsletter

Council and officers' meeting
Conferences and seminars
Postage and photocopying
Website maintenance
Prizes

Insurance

Blue plaque
Miscellaneous

1920's project costs
Publicity

Total payments

Net of receipts/(payments)
Total funds brought forward
Total funds carried forward

Total

FUNDS

Cash at bank
Current account
Reserve account
COIF deposit account

Total funds carried forward

Total funds held

2021 2020
Restricted Restricted
Funds Funds
(1920's Un-restricted (1920's  Un-restricted
Project) Funds Project) Funds
£ £ £ £
- 3,985 - 4,988
- 86 - 96
- 10 - 711
- - - 10
- 10 - 63
- 568 - 1,445
145 - -
- - 50
- - 9,100 -
- 4,804 9,100 7,363
£ £ £ £
- 2,832 - 5,954
- 42 - 210
- 581 - 360
- - - 2,647
- - - 266
- 136 - 50
- - - 400
- 75 - 75
- - - 318
110 - 20
205 - - -
- - - 103
205 3,776 - 10,403
(205) 1,028 9,100 (3,040)
9,100 11,126 14,166
8,895 12,154 9,100 11,126
21,049 20,226
Restricted Restricted
Funds Funds
(1920's Un-restricted (1920's Un-restricted
Project) Funds Project) Funds
£ £ £ £
1,811 1,090
8,895 3,041 9,100 2,741
7,302 7,295
8,895 12,154 9,100 11,126
21,049 20,226



