
Registered Charity Number: 262485

THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY

TRUSTEES' REPORT AND ACCOUNTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2020



THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2020

Reference and administrative details

Charity number 262485

Principal Address 13 Kingdon Avenue

South Molton

Devon

EX36 4GJ

Trustees Mark Brayshay (President)

Jackie Bryon (Membership Secretary)

Brian Carpenter

Abigail Gray (Secretary for Affiliated Societies)

Todd Gray

Henry French

Andrew Jones (Chairman)

Jan Jones (Treasurer)

Tim Lomas (Programme Secretary)

Judy Moss (Bookings' Secretary)

Michael Sampson (Editor, Devon Historian )

Martin Smith (Web-site Manager)

Viv Styles (Secretary)

Chris Wakefield (Editor, Newsletter )

Debbie Watson (Social Media Secretary)

Independent Examiner Miss A Hicks FCCA

Stevens & Willey

Chartered Certified Accountants

Grenville House

9 Boutport Street

Barnstaple

EX31 1TZ



THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2020

Objectives and aims

Structure, governance and management

Organisation

The society is an unincorporated association and is administered by its principal officers.

Funds 

Reserves Policy

The society has no reserves policy.

Achievements and performance

Financial Review

The Devon Historian and Newsletter

The 'Devon in the 1920s' Project

The society's aim is to promote the study of Devon's history.

Inevitably, the coronavirus stopped all meetings in the Spring and early Summer of 2020.

The annual account is attached. Our finances remain in a healthy state. The university took some 18

months to invoice us for the 2018 AGM, so expenditure planned for that year actually fell into this

year's accounting. Our treasurer, Jan, Jones, has spent many hours chasing subscriptions and bringing

our gift-aid applications up to date.

Our journal continues to provide a forum for research into the county's past, and is edited to a high

standard by Mike Sampson. Chris Wakefield does sterling work in producing the on-line Newsletter.

Dr Julia Neville is spear-heading a research project under this title. The Society has received a grant of

£9,100 from the Heritage Lottery Fund to kick-start the project. Again, all our initiatives were cancelled

or delayed; we hope to re-launch late in 2020 or next year. We hope that many members and societies

will want to involve themselves in looking at our county in that crucial ten years that followed the

Armistice – now one hundred years ago.

The Council (officers and trustees) meets formally four times a year to conduct the routine business of

the Society. An informal working-party (Chairman, Secretary, and Programme secretary) meets before

each Council meeting to plan the agenda and to review the work of the Society.

The trustees present their report and the financial statements for the year ended 30 April 2020.

The general funds held by the society are unrestricted, being funds that can be used in accordance with

the society's objectives at the discretion of the trustees. However, this year the society received

£9,100 from the Heritage Lottery Fund, granted for use towards the 'Devon in the 1920's' project and

as such these funds are restricted for this purpose. 

In planning our activities, the Council tries to respond to and reflect the interests of its members,

whether individual or corporate (the affiliated societies). On the whole, we have had a reasonable year.

Perhaps the high-light was the AGM. We moved away from the (very expensive) university

accommodation to the Central Library, which proved to be a good venue for us. The 'maritime' theme

of the conference was well-received. At lunch-time, we marked the fiftieth anniversary of the Society in

appropriate style.
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Future Governance and Society Review

Statement of responsibilities

The trustees approve this report and it is signed on their behalf by:

Revd Dr Andrew Jones (Chairman)

Dated:

The trustees are responsible for preparing the Report of the Trustees and the financial statements.

As Chairman, I am very grateful to my colleagues for their continued support and commitment to the

Society. At the coming AGM (October 2020), we sadly bid farewell to our Secretary, Mrs Viv Styles, who

has given outstanding service to the Society. On behalf of the Society, I thank Viv warmly.

Like many heritage societies, the DHS finds itself at something of a cross-roads. Over the next year or

so, we shall see the retirement of Chairman, Treasurer and President. It is becoming difficult to the

point of impossible to find people who are willing to take on such roles. In an effort to keep the Society

intact, I have asked to Council to undertake a 'root and branch' review of the way the Society operates.

This will be undertaken by me as Chairman, along with Tim Lomas, Mark Brayshay and Abi Gray. We

welcome input into this review from any and all our members. I hope that we shall be in a position to

report back at the AGM in 2021.
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Independent examiner's report to the trustees of The Devon History Society

Responsibilities and basis of report

Independent examiner’s statement

2. the accounts do not accord with those records.

Miss A Hicks FCCA

Stevens & Willey

Chartered Certified Accountants

Grenville House

9 Boutport Street

BARNSTAPLE

EX31 1TZ

Dated:

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which

attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be

reached.

I report to the trustees on my examination of the receipts and payments accounts of The Devon History

Society for the year ended 30 April 2020.

As the trustees of the Society you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with 

the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’).

I report in respect of my examination of the Society’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the 2011

Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity

Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in

connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Society as required by section 130 of the Act; or
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2019

£ £ £

RECEIPTS Restricted 

Funds

Un-restricted 

Funds

Un-restricted 

Funds

Subscriptions (net of refunds) -                     4,988            4,758            

Donations -                     96                  151                

Conferences and seminars -                     711                1,653            

Devon historian -                     10                  -                     

Interest on bank accounts -                     63                  60                  

Gift aid -                     1,445            -                     

Blue plaque -                     -                     600                

Prizes -                     50                  100                

Heritage Lottery Fund grant 9,100            -                     -                     

Total receipts 9,100            7,363            7,322            

PAYMENTS

Devon historian -                     5,954            2,997            

Newsletter -                     210                401                

Council and officers' meeting -                     360                395                

Conferences and seminars -                     2,647            1,253            

Postage and photocopying -                     266                324                

Website -                     50                  136                

Printing and design -                     -                     315                

Prizes -                     400                550                

Insurance -                     75                  75                  

Blue plaque -                     318                407                

Miscellaneous -                     20                  102                

Publicity -                     103                46                  

Total payments -                     10,403          7,001            

Net of receipts/(payments) 9,100            (3,040) 321                

Total funds brought forward 14,166          13,845          

Funds carried forward per fund 9,100            11,126          14,166          

Total funds carried forward 20,226          14,166          

FUNDS

Cash at bank

Current account 1,090            1,330            

Reserve account 11,841          2,595            

COIF deposit account 7,295            10,241          

Total funds carried forward 20,226          14,166          

2020


