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Devon History Society Annual Report, 2018-19 
 

The Council     
 

The Devon History Society is a registered charity. The principal officers of the Society for the year 
2018- 19 are: 
President: Professor Mark Brayshay 
Chairman: Revd Dr Andrew Jones 
Vice-Chairman: Mr Paul Auchterlonie 
Secretary: Ms Viv Styles 
Treasurer: Mrs Jan Jones 
Membership officer: Dr Jackie Bryon 
Bookings secretary: Mrs Judy Moss 
Publicity officer: Mrs Ann Bond 
Web-site manager: Mr Martin Smith 
Editor, The Devon Historian: Mr Michael Sampson 
Editor, DHS Newsletter: Mr Chris Wakefield 
Affiliated societies: Ms Abigail Gray 
 

Other Council members: 
Mr Brian Carpenter 
Dr Todd Gray 
Professor Henry French 
Mrs Jan Wood 
Dr Tim Lomas (Co-opted February 2019) 
 
Members of the Council are automatically trustees of the Society. 
 

The Council meets quarterly to conduct the routine business of the Society. Regular reports are 
received from the treasurer, the membership secretary, the programme secretary, the publicity 
secretary, the affiliated societies' secretary, and the editors of the Newsletter and the Devon 
Historian.  The chairman, vice-chairman, and secretary meet before each full Council meeting to plan 
its agenda.  A copy of the Constitution of the Devon History Society is available on request from the 
secretary. 
 

The hard work and commitment of all Council members is much appreciated. This year three council 
members will be stepping down, Ann Bond, Paul Auchterlonie and Jan Wood.  Ann has served for 
more than nine years on Council in various roles, notably as Treasurer and most recently as Publicity 
Officer, organising a Blue Plaque in conjunction with Western Power to commemorate the electrical 
engineer, Margaret Partridge, in Willand. Ann’s experience and expertise will be greatly missed.  
Council will be looking for someone to take on the task of publicising events in 2020.  Paul has done 
an excellent job as Programme Secretary, ensuring a varied and interesting programme of events 
across the county.  We are delighted to announce that Tim Lomas, former Chair of BALH, will be 
taking on this role for 2020.  Jan Wood has been a wonderful ambassador for the Society, attending 
various events with the DHS stall and maintaining photographic record of many of the Society’s 
activities.   
 
 
Treasurer's Report to the AGM of the Devon History Society – 12 October 2019 
Our accounting year runs from 1 May to 30 April.  The financial statement for the year to the 30 
April 2019 is attached.  In presenting the account I am pleased to say that our income exceeded 
our expenditure whereas last year we ran a small deficit.  
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Our main sources of income are the annual subscriptions (slightly down on 2017/18) and conference 
fees (almost double 2017/18).  Our main items of expenditure are our publications The Devon 
Historian and the Newsletter and the cost of conferences and seminars.  In the current financial year 
we shall see a considerable saving in the cost of the AGM, having moved from the University to the 
Central Library at a fraction of the cost. 
 

We successfully relaunched our Blue Plaque scheme in March, honouring Margaret Partridge of 
Willand,  (pioneer woman electrical engineer) for which we received a very generous donation from 
Western Power. 
 

We have a  healthy reserve.  However, the Council is aware that money is given to the Society to be 
spent rather than hoarded.  To that end the special edition of The Devon Historian, published 
recently to mark our 50th Anniversary as a Society was paid for (in the current financial year) out of 
our reserves.   Overall the Society's finances are in good shape. 
 

Jan Jones Treasurer 
 
Programme Secretary’s report 
The programme for the second half of 2018 began with the AGM and Conference which took place 
on October 13th at the University of Exeter’s Streatham Campus on the theme of Cottage Hospitals 
in Devon before the NHS; the keynote speech was by Helen Tucker on “The Cottage Hospital 
Movement”. The rest of the conference was devoted to contributions by Society members on 
cottage hospitals in their own town and speakers included Graham Ward, Frances Billinge, Nigel 
Hyman and Gail Ham, and the conference concluded with a paper by Caroline Stanford of the 
Landmark Trust on Winsford Cottage Hospital, designed by the famous Arts and Crafts architect, 
C.F.A. Voysey.  The Society also ran two seminars and workshops in the autumn of 2018; the first 
was held at the Digital Humanities Centre of the University of Exeter on October 29th and looked at 
new and exciting ways of visual and aural presentation, while the second, held at the Devon 
Heritage Centre on November 12th, took Maps and the Devon Landscape as its theme, with talks 
by Bill Horner, Richard Sandover, Chris Wakefield, Brian Carpenter and John Torrance and Barbara 
Farquharson.  
 

2019 began with a lecture by Douglas Herdson on “Darwin in Devon”, held the Devon and Exeter 
Institution on February 12th in conjunction with the Royal Society of Biology.  On May 9th, at the 
Mayor’s Parlour, Devonport Guildhall, Plymouth, Jo Loosemore of the BBC Listening Project hosted 
a “Re-imagining of a 1919 Plymouth Citizens’ Association ‘At Home’ afternoon” where historians 
including members of the Society, discussed what Plymouth women might have been saying about 
their newly elected MP, Nancy Astor. On May 14th, the Society collaborated with the Historical 
Association, Plymouth Branch with a jointly-sponsored lecture by Laura Quigley on “Plymouth 
Under Siege: Plymouth and the Civil War.” 
 

The Society’s Summer Meeting was hosted by the Dartmouth History Research Group at the Flavel 
Hall, Dartmouth on May 18th, where the history of Dartmouth was expertly explored.  As well as 
the excellent guided walks, there were talks on Parson Jack Russell who was born in the town, how 
the Great War was commemorated by Dartmouth citizens, and the history of the town’s 
impressive collection of regalia. 
 

The Society collaborated again with the Devon Rural Archive at Shilstone Manor, on June 6th, when 
Dr. Julia Neville talked about “Learned and Literary Ladies: Devon Women Campaigning for the 
Vote”. The first half of the programme for 2019 concluded on June 12th with a talk by the well-
known historian Dr. Ian Mortimer at the Mint Methodist Centre, Exeter, on “The History of a 
Devon Town House: Mearsdon, Moretonhampstead, from the Thirteenth Century to the Present 
day”, which was a fascinating insight into the changes of ownership, fabric and uses of an 
important building in the centre of a Dartmoor town. 
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Finally, 2018-2019 was the second year that members of the Devon History Society were able to 
participate as equal partners in events programmed by the Friends of Devon Archives (and vice-
versa), with FODA holding two events during the period covered by this report, a seminar on 
“Investigating Medieval and Modern Devon: Manorial Records and the c.1613 Norden Survey of 
Devon Crown Lands” in Exeter on March 2nd, and the Autumn Meeting and AGM in Exeter on 
September 21st. 
 

Paul Auchterlonie, Programme Secretary 
  
 

Publications 
The Devon Historian 
The Society continues to publish an annual journal, The Devon Historian, edited by Mike Sampson. 
This year the Society published an extra volume of the DH to coincide with the 50th anniversary. This 
centred on the Early Victorian Schools Project and all contributions were from Devon History Society 
members, writing about schools in their particular neighbourhood.  Mike Sampson’s hard work in 
editing and organising two journals this year is much appreciated. 
 

The Newsletter 
There is a twice-yearly newsletter, edited by Chris Wakefield.   
Report of the Newsletter Editor 2018-2019 
The three-year transition to a digital Newsletter is now complete. The change-over sits alongside a 
commitment to those members with particular difficulties accessing the digital version, to produce 
a simplified black and white A4 loose leaf version to cover principal information items. This will be 
the aim for the February 2020 'edition'. Currently there are 45 members who remain unable to 
make the transition.  
 

The new online edition will look different, and it may well be that particular news items are 
flagged up in a more timely way to members, at times other than the familiar publication points of 
August and February to which the paper editions were tied.  I hope that affiliated societies will be 
persuaded to add their own news items and publicise their own work in a more immediate fashion 
than the paper editions afforded.   
 

To some extent the Newsletter function will inevitably merge with the publicity and website 
operations over the next year or two, and more regular use of Facebook and Twitter to impart 
news will be an area for strategic development in 2019 - 2021. For this to be a fruitful 
development I shall need the help of those Council members proficient in social media.   The 
change-over so far has resulted in considerable cost savings which are already redeployed in other 
services to members.  
 

Finally, my thanks to all contributors for their excellent contributions. 
Chris Wakefield Newsletter Editor 
 
 

Research 
Council has agreed that the Society should take the lead in a research project on Devon in the 
1920s.  Former Council member Dr Julia Neville will be co-ordinating research, bringing together 
individual researchers and local history groups as well as county wide organisations to explore five 
key themes. It is hoped to launch the project in March 2020 and it will continue for the next few 
years. Julia will be happy to hear from anyone who would like to be involved.  
 

The Place Name Project will be getting off the ground in the next 12 months to update the 1930s 
records of existing place names. Input from members is requested and details are in the current 
newsletter.  Please contact Andrew Jones for further details or to volunteer to help. 
acjtherectory@btinternet.com 
 

mailto:acjtherectory@btinternet.com
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Membership  
Figures given are correct as at 14th  September 2019.   
 

Category AGM 2018 AGM 2019 

   

Individual 200  203 

Household 21 19 

Young 
Member 

1 3 

Life 36 36 

Affiliated 69 69 

Corporate 16 15 

Honorary 7 7 

No Fees [5] [5] 

TOTAL 350 [355] 352 [357] 

 
 

The Membership Secretary is pleased to report two new members in the young member category 
(i.e. aged between 15 and 25) as well as 3 new individual members. The loss of two household 
memberships and a corporate member leaves a gain of 2 since the last AGM. 
 
CORPORATE MEMBERS and “NO FEES” section:  
There are 15 organisations paying Corporate membership rate, and 5 people or entities who 
receive our printed output at no charge.  These latter are: The Devon and Exeter Institution, the 
reviews editor of the British Association for Local Historians, and three organisations with which 
we are legally required to lodge our material, i.e. The British Library, The Legal Deposit Library in 
Edinburgh, and The Copyright Office. 
 
A final note from the Secretary 
The Council is always seeking to encourage new members to join the council and we are fortunate 
to have welcomed several new council members who have taken on roles vacated by retiring 
volunteers over the past two years.    The term of office for Council membership is three years, 
although members are eligible to stand again if they wish.  My second term of office as Secretary 
will come to an end in 2020 and I have already indicated that I will be stepping down from the role 
at the next A.G.M.   I would be happy to discuss the role with anyone who is interested in filling the 
post.  Whilst I cannot deny there is a certain amount of administration work involved(!), I can say 
without reservation that the past five years have been most enjoyable.  Not only have I met and 
worked with some wonderful people, I have also learned an enormous amount about Devon history. 
I am amazed at the dedication shown by so many researchers in discovering new ways of looking at 
the past and have been privileged to take part in some of the research projects, something which I 
hope to be able to continue.  Should you decide to join the Council of the Devon History Society I 
can guarantee that you will be joining a team dedicated to furthering the study of history in Devon. 
It would be ideal if someone interested in the role of secretary could work alongside me over the 
next 12 months to ensure a smooth handover.   If anyone would like to attend a Council meeting as 
an observer, or would like more information about the role of secretary, please contact myself via 
email: secretary@devonhistorysociety.org.uk or contact the Chairman, Andrew Jones  
acjtherectory@btinternet.com   
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