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The Council     
 

The Devon History Society is a registered charity. The principal officers of the Society for the year 
2017- 18 are: 
President: Professor Mark Brayshay 
Chairman: Revd Dr Andrew Jones 
Vice-Chairman: Mr Paul Auchterlonie 
Secretary: Ms Viv Styles 
Treasurer: Mrs Jan Jones 
Membership and bookings officer: Mrs Judy Moss 
Publicity officer: Mrs Ann Bond 
Web-site manager: Mr Martin Smith 
Editor, The Devon Historian: Mr Michael Sampson 
Editor, DHS Newsletter: Mr Chris Wakefield 
Research and affiliated societies: Dr Julia Neville 
 

Other Council members: 
Mr Brian Carpenter 
Ms Abigail Gray 
Dr Todd Gray 
Professor Henry French 
Mr Michael Sampson 
Mrs Jan Wood 
 
 

Chairman’s Report 
 

The Council 
Members of the Council are automatically trustees of the Society. 
 

The Council meets quarterly to conduct the routine business of the Society. Regular reports are 
received from the treasurer, the membership secretary, the programme secretary, the publicity 
secretary, the affiliated societies' secretary, and the editors of the Newsletter and the Devon 
Historian.  The Chairman, Vice-chairman, and Secretary meet before each full Council meeting to 
plan its agenda. 
 

I am very grateful to all the Council members for their support and hard-work. Dr Julia Neville stands 
down as a Council member at the AGM after six years of service as secretary for affiliated societies. 
Julia has also been instrumental in promoting research projects and in shaping conferences for the 
Society. The Society has been greatly enriched by her outstanding contribution. 
 

The programme 
The Society co-hosted (with the university of Plymouth) a conference to mark the centenary of the 
1918 Representation of the People Act and the beginning of women's suffrage. This was both well-
attended and well-received.  Sadly, the summer meeting at Bideford attracted little interest, which 
was shame because the meeting was particularly interesting, with a very good guest speaker. The 
likely development of the wharves at East-the-Water will have important repercussions for Bideford 
and for north Devon. 
 



 

 

Generally, we notice a decline in the numbers of members attending DHS meetings. We need to 
know why – is it the content which doesn't grab your attention; is it the location (far removed from 
where you live)? Or a combination of both? May be other reasons too. I would be pleased to hear 
(in confidence) from members – my contact details are given below. 
 

Publications 
The Society continues to publish an annual journal, The Devon Historian, edited by Mike Sampson. 
Next year, the Council has agreed to publish an extra volume of the DH to coincide with our 50th 
anniversary. This will centre on our Early Victorian Schools Project – all the contributions from our 
own members, writing about schools in their particular neighbourhood. 
 

We publish a twice-yearly Newsletter, edited by Chris Wakefield.  This is available on-line. At present, 
we are reducing our print-run. We are aware that this is a complex issue: some members have no 
easy access to a computer; some members prefer a 'hard copy'. The Council is committed to 
reviewing how we make the Newsletter available to members. 
 

I am grateful to both Mike Sampson and to Chris Wakefield for the commitment as editors. 
 

GDPR 
From an administrative point-of-view, the year has been dominated by the General Data Protection 
Regulation and the requirement it has placed on societies to secure agreement to retaining 
membership details. By and large, we have had a very helpful response from our membership. At 
the time of writing (mid-September), all but a dozen or so individuals have responded, and overall 
very, very few decided to end their membership. 
 

Finally... 
The Council is always on the look-out for 'new blood'. Inevitably, Council-membership means 'work'. 
Over the next two years, we must find a new Secretary (whose principal task is to service the 
quarterly meetings and the AGM). The Secretary's role places him or her at the very centre of the 
Society's work. So, while demanding, it is also interesting. If you can offer your skills to the Society, 
please let me know. 
 

Andrew Jones, Chairman DHS  acjtherectory@btinternet.com    01769 579604 
 

 

Treasurer's Report 
 

Our accounting year runs from 1st May to 30th April.  The financial statement for the year is 
attached.  
 

Our main sources of income are:  annual subscriptions (slightly up on 2016/17) and conference 
fees (well down on 2016/17 – please see the remarks in the Chairman's report). 
 

Our main items of expenditure are: our two publications (Devon Historian and the Newsletter) and 
the cost of our conferences and seminars. Expenditure in 2017/18 was pretty much in line with 
previous years. 
 

Our income this year was supplemented by two years of Gift-Aid (for 2014/15 and 2015/16) and 
the sale of our surplus copies of Aspects of Devon History (the volume produced to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the Society).  The Gift Aid income shows just how helpful it is if members do gift-aid 
their annual membership: we receive back about £630 a year. 
 

Overall, the Society's finances are in good shape. We have a healthy reserve, though members 
need to know that £3300 of this is ear-marked for a special edition of the Devon Historian next 
year, our 50th anniversary. 

mailto:acjtherectory@btinternet.com


 

 

Membership  
 

Category AGM 2017 AGM 2018 

   

Individual 224  200  

Household 23 21 

Young 
Member 

1 1 

Life 37 36 

Affiliated 69 69 

Corporate 16 16 

Honorary 7 7 

No Fees [5] [5] 

TOTAL 377 [382] 350 [355] 

 
INDIVIDUALS:  Throughout the year there has been a loss of 36 members due to resignation, non-
payment of subscriptions, death, infirmity and moving out of county.   
12 new members result in a 10% net loss of Individual Membership numbers. 
 

HOUSEHOLD: Loss of 2 Household members due to resignation and non-payment of subscription. 
(-8%) 
 

LIFE MEMBERS: two losses, due to death and resignation; new member Dr. Bayer (-2%). 
 

AFFILIATED MEMBERSHIP: Though 5 societies have folded or resigned, Lewdown has re-joined us, 
and new members are Newton St Cyres, Hemyock, Ivybridge, and Friends of Totnes Museum. 
 

CORPORATE MEMBERS and “NO FEES” section:  
There are 16 organisations paying Corporate membership rate, and 5 people or entities who 
receive our printed output at no charge.  These latter are: The Devon and Exeter Institution, the 
reviews editor of the British Association for Local Historians, and three organisations with which 
we are legally required to lodge our material, i.e. The British Library, The Legal Deposit Library in 
Edinburgh, and The Copyright Office. 
 

Net loss of membership 7%. 
 
 

 

Research  
 

The Early Victorian Schools group have been preparing a series of essays reflecting on their 
findings from the project. These are to be published in 2019 in a special edition of The Devon 
Historian.  
A new project for 2017/8 has been research on Devon Suffrage Activists, timed to commemorate 
the Representation of the People Act, 1918 under which some women were, for the first time, 
allowed to vote in Parliamentary elections. The research was presented in posters and talks at the 
DHS Spring Conference in Plymouth. Work has continued to develop fuller biographies, and the 
group are creating a digital legacy for this work, available on the DHS website, to other websites. 
Historic England South West have been a partner in developing entries for listed buildings, and the 
South West Heritage Trust over entries on Know Your Place Devon. 

 



 

 

The Annual Programme 
 
The programme for the second half of 2017 began with the AGM and Conference which took place 
on October 14th at the University of Exeter’s Streatham Campus on the theme of Education in 
Devon; the keynote speech was by Jonathan Doney on “The Babbacombe Crisis: the 1944 
Education Act and the Religious Test for Teachers”. The rest of the conference was devoted to 
contributions by Society members who had been working on the Early Victorian Schools Project 
for a number of years, and the speakers included Julia Neville, Jan Wood, Judy Moss, Frances 
Billinge, Jackie Bryon, Helen Turnbull and Mike Sampson.  The year concluded with a talk by Peter 
Mason in Tavistock on November 17th on “A Wild and Wondrous Region:  How Dartmoor has been 
Portrayed in Art from the 18th to the 21st Century”, which was jointly organised by the Society and 
the Tavistock Branch of the Devonshire Association. 
 

2018 began with a talk by Penny McMahon of the Parliamentary Archives on “The Protestation 
Returns of 1642”, at the Devon Heritage Centre in Exeter on March 26th.  This was followed by a 
very successful and well-attended conference on “How the Vote Was Won”: Women’s Suffrage, 
Devon, and the Representation of the People Act 1918”, which was organised jointly with the 
University of Plymouth and held in Plymouth on April 21st.  The conference included talks on 
women’s suffrage in general by June Hannam, and Angela Smith and on the impact of the Reform 
Acts on Devon by Paul Auchterlonie, but at its heart was an exploration by local researchers on the 
wide range of suffrage activities by women from Devon, which uncovered many fascinating 
stories. 
 

In May, the Society visited South Molton on the 10th to hear about “The Hidden Histories of the 
Beaford Archive: Digitising the James Ravilious and Roger Deakins Photographic Archive”, on May 
15th, the Society collaborated with the Historical Association, Plymouth Branch with a jointly-
sponsored lecture by Paul Rendell on “Water from the Moor: Plymouth’s Water Supply”, and on 
May 22nd, a guided tour of the Devon and Exeter Institution Library was organised, led by the 
Institution’s Librarian Anne Howard.  
 

The Society’s Summer Meeting was hosted by the Way of the Wharves at the Royal Hotel, East-
The-Water, Bideford on June 2nd, where the history and future of the former commercial area on 
the east bank of the Torridge was expertly explored.  As well as the guided walk, there were talks 
on the history of the wharves, the proposed regeneration project, the impact of the railway, and 
the Royal Hotel itself.  
 

The 2017-2018 year concluded with the Society’s second collaboration with the Devon Rural 
Archive at Shilstone Manor, when Paul Auchterlonie gave a talk on June 7th on “An Exeter Man in 
Algiers and Mecca: Joseph Pitts (1662-1739)”.   It should also be mentioned that 2017-2018 was 
the first year that members of the Devon History Society were able to participate as equal 
partners in events programmed by the Friends of Devon Archives (and vice-versa), with FODA 
holding two events during the year, the Spring Meeting in Torquay on April 28th and the Autumn 
Meeting in Exeter on September 29th. 
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