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The Council

The Devon History Society is a registered charity. The principal officers of the Society for the year
2016- 17 are:

President: Professor Mark Brayshay

Chairman: Revd Dr Andrew Jones

Vice-Chairman: Mr Paul Auchterlonie

Secretary: Ms Viv Styles

Treasurer: Mrs Jan Jones

Membership and bookings officer: Mrs Judy Moss
Publicity officer: Mrs Ann Bond

Web-site manager: Mr Martin Smith

Editor, The Devon Historian: Dr Jane Bliss

Editor, DHS Newsletter: Mr Chris Wakefield
Research and affiliated societies: Dr Julia Neville

Other Council members:
Mr Brian Carpenter

Dr Todd Gray

Professor Henry French
Mr Michael Sampson
Mrs Jan Wood

The Council of the Society meets ordinarily four times a year (plus the AGM) to conduct the
routine business of the Society. The Chairman, Vice-chairman, and Secretary meet before each full
Council meeting to plan its agenda.

Introduction by the Chairman

The past year has been a good one for the Society in that we have registered an increase in our
membership, we have held well-attended seminars, lectures, and day meetings, and we have
drawn towards its conclusion a very successful project researching education in the county, 1830-
70 (more of which at the AGM). All this is down to the hard work of the Society's officers, and |
wish to record my warm thanks to them all for their continuing enthusiasm for the Society.

Some fourteen months ago, Dr Gray brought together officers from all the county's organisations
and societies involved in promoting Devon's history. This meeting was seminal in bringing the
Friends of Devon Archives (FODA)and the history group of the Devonshire Association closer
together. In particular, the Society is committed to working more closely with FODA; we aim to co-
operate as closely as possible without disturbing each other's integrity and independence.

The transition to the new website went smoothly and has been well-received by users. The
website is regularly maintained and up-dated by the Society’s website manager, providing useful
links to other history groups and events, as well as to the newsletter and journal.



The publications of the Society continue to be well-received. Jane Bliss stands down as editor of
the Devon Historian at the AGM. Jane has transformed the process of editorship so that the DH is
produced to a high standard of scholarship. The Society is very grateful to Jane for her tenure of
office.

This leads me to stress that the Society (like Janus) tries to look in what appear to be two different
directions. Our overall aim is to promote the study of the county's history. We seek to encourage
anyone and everyone, individuals or local societies, to investigate their past, wherever that may be
or whatever that may be. Alongside the local, the academic can seem and sound frightening and
intimidating. The Society seeks, through its annual programme and publications, to bridge that
apparent gap (to change the metaphor), and to encourage its members and others to write down
their history and, where possible, to publish it or to speak about it in seminar or conference. The
Society belongs to its members and we hope you will make good use of the Society and its Council.

Treasurer's Report

The Society's financial year ends on the 30™" April. See attached Financial Statement

The year 2016-17 was unremarkable — a good thing financially — with one exception, which was a
welcome, unexpected, and one-off grant from the University of £3300. This was the residue of the
budget for the Food, Farming and Fisheries in WW1 project. It has been given to DHS through the
good offices of Professor Henry French and was ear-marked to support the spring conference in
2017 and the publication of The Devon Historian. The Society is very grateful to Henry and to the
University for such a generous grant.

In general, our income and expenditure fell within the limits of the budget that the treasurer sets
each year.

| have been able (in the current financial year) to transfer £6000 to our reserve (which now stands
at £10,000). The Council is aware that the Society does not exist to 'hoard' money; so we shall
hope to spend a part of this creatively in support of the Society's work

The Society now banks 'on-line', which makes payments so much quicker and easier.

Membership
Category AGM 2016 AGM 2017
Individual 211 224
Household 19 23
Young Member 1
Life 36 37
Affiliated 68 69
Corporate 16 16
Honorary 6 7
No Fees [5] [5]
TOTAL 356 [361] 377 [382]




INDIVIDUALS: Throughout the year there has been a loss of 9 members due to resignation, death,
infirmity and moving out of county.
However, 23 new joiners result in a 6% net increase of Individual Membership numbers.

HOUSEHOLD: Four new Household members (+21%), no losses

LIFE MEMBERS: Mike Sampson (new Council Member this year) and Stuart Windsor are new Life
Members.

AFFILIATED MEMBERSHIP: Though two societies have resigned, the new members
Broadwoodwidger, Princetown and Bideford Way of the Wharves have joined.

CORPORATE MEMBERS and “NO FEES” section:

There are 16 organisations paying Corporate membership rate, and 5 people or entities who
receive our printed output at no charge. These latter are: The Devon and Exeter Institution, the
reviews editor of the British Association for Local Historians, and three organisations with which
we are legally required to lodge our material, i.e. The British Library, The Legal Deposit Library in
Edinburgh, and The Copyright Office.

The Annual Programme

The programme for the second half of 2016 began with the AGM and Conference which took place
on October 8" at the University of Exeter’s Streatham Campus on the theme of Farming in Devon;
the keynote speech was by Michael Winter on “Continuity and Change in Devon Farming over the
Last 75 Years)”, with further papers by Bette Baldwin, Josh Rhodes and Janet Tall, and a panel
chaired by Henry French with contributions by members of several Affiliated Societies, including
Paul Cleave, Penny Lawrence, Roger Wilkins and Ted Hitchings. The year concluded with an
excellent seminar and workshop at Great Torrington on October 18t led by Janet Few on
“Nineteenth and Twentieth Century One Place Studies”, and Richard Crangle’s illustrated lecture
in Exeter on November 10t on the lantern slide collection of the Royal Albert Memorial Museum
and its relationship to the history of Devon.

2017 began with the final Study Day on Early Victorian Schools in Devon on March 11th, followed
by a major conference at the University of Exeter on April 29t entitled “From Domesday to Today:
How Devon Has Been Governed over the Centuries”, held in conjunction with the British Society
for Local History (BALH), at which we heard papers by Julia Crick and Chris Lewis (King’s College,
London) on Exon Domesday and the Norman period, Mark Brayshay (University of Plymouth) on
Devon under the Tudors, Stephen Roberts (The History of Parliament Trust) on Devon in the
Seventeenth Century and Bruce Coleman (University of Exeter) on Devon during the Nineteenth
Century, concluding with local case studies by Tom Greeves, Julia Neville and Mike Sampson. The
conference attended by over 70 members of both the DHS and the BALH and had been preceded
on April 18™ by a guided visit to Exeter Cathedral Library.

In May, the Society collaborated with the Historical Association, Plymouth Branch with a jointly-
sponsored lecture by Todd Gray on “Slander and Insults in Elizabethan England”, followed by a
symposium presented by the DHS, the Devon Remembers Heritage Project, and the University of



Exeter (where it was held on May 13%) in “Feeding Devon in World War One”, at which papers
were given by Paul Brassley, Julia Neville, Paul Cleave, Robb Robinson, Nigel Hyman, Judy Moss,
Clare Greener, April Marjoram and Penny Lawrence. May concluded with a lecture given in Exeter
on the 22" by John Smith on “The Exeter Blitz of 1942”.

The Society’s Summer Meeting was hosted by the Bovey Tracey Heritage Trust on 17t June when
David Stone gave the main address on “Exploring East Dartmoor in the Age of the Black Death”
followed by “Tales from a War Memorial” by Mark Bailey and presentations by a panel of local
historians from the Trust on the history of Bovey Tracey. After an excellent lunch, members were
able to choose from a variety of guided walks. The Summer Meeting had been preceded by a talk
in Exeter on June 5™ by Mark Hailwood of the University of Exeter on a Research Council funded
research project on “Women’s Work in Devon, 1500-1700” and by a seminar in Plymouth on June
15t™ led by Angela Smith of the University of Plymouth on researching “Women, the Vote and
World War One” in Devon and beyond.

The 2016-2017 year concluded with the Society’s first collaboration with the Devon Rural Archive

at Shilstone Manor, when Ghee Bowman gave a talk on September 25™ on “Crossing the Imperial

Colour Bar: Muslim Indian Soldiers in Devon in World War One”, at which several members of the
audience (and others) were able to engage the speaker with their memories of meeting the Indian
soldiers in the early 1940s.

Research

The community engagement project on Farming, Fishing and Food Supply in Devon during the First
World War, led by Professor Henry French and funded by the Arts and Humanities Research
Council, has now concluded. A county symposium, Oats, Sprats and Barley Bread, funded as part
of the Devon Remembers Heritage Project was held in May 2017 to mark the conclusion of the
research and articles from the project members are published in The Devon Historian.

The work of the Early Victorian Schools Research Group is also drawing to a close. Some of the
case studies will be presented at the Annual Conference to be held following the AGM and other
work will feature in a poster display. Three members of the group presented papers at the
conference of the Ecclesiastical History Society in July 2017. Discussions on how to publish the
range of research studies undertaken during the project are now under way.

Through the University of Exeter’s Impact, Innovation and Business Department a survey of the
interests of members of DHS and its affiliated societies was undertaken during the summer of
2017. The results of that survey have been collated and are now being prepared for discussion by
DHS Council members. A report will be made to members in the next edition of DHS News.

The Society has also supported more generally the Devon Remembers Heritage Project, which
continues to engage the county in research and the conservation of archives relating to the First
World War. DHS members and affiliated societies are engaged in a number of the micro projects
within the research programme and Julia Neville is a member of the Project Steering Group.



Newsletter Editor's Report

Two further paper editions (nos. 19 and 20) were published in February and August 2017
respectively with accompanying digital versions containing material additional to the paper copies.
The penetration of the digital version is unknown but as the percentage of members for whom we
have an email address increases (from its current level of 77% of personal members) we might
anticipate a relatively smooth transition to fully digital in February 2019 as planned. Edition nos.
21 and 22 will continue in both paper and digital form, with further information for members
about the transition to digital-only editions included.

There are still some practical issues to be resolved in the transition period. These include how
local, regional and national deposit bodies (mostly libraries) who currently receive paper copies for
reference, will be supported in the future. Some are already able to manage documents in digital
form, but not all the addressees in this group have been checked.

There is also an issue about the possible continuation of paper editions available after August 2019
for an additional subscription cost. This has been discussed at Council but the details of such a
proposal have not yet been fully accounted. My current feeling is that the preparation and
distribution of a very small number of paper copies will carry unwieldy logistical and costs
implications. A subscription charge to cover this would be seriously unattractive to members |
believe. There are options however, that merit further discussion and members and affiliates
should expect more information in the next newsletter.

The print run continues at 425 copies, with a ready use of any overs at events for publicity and
recruiting purposes.

The response to the transition from members so far, as far at it can be judged, has been one of
resignation at the demise of the paper edition, accompanied by acceptance of the transition on
the basis of cost and efficiency. Correspondence about the News is most often with contributors
and Council colleagues rather than end users, and in the absence of critical comment | am
disposed to believe the News fulfills its purpose and will continue to do so after its transition to a
digital format.

Your views and opinions about all aspects of the DHS and the services it offers, or indeed about
local history in Devon and the way it is conducted, are always welcome. | should also here record
my thanks to all those members and affiliate bodies (and Council members) who write for the
News or make their material available for republication. Without this vital input the enterprise
would quickly fail.

Strategy

In November 2016 Council agreed an action plan for work during the year 2016-2017 and this has
been reviewed regularly throughout the year. Council meetings have covered a wide range of
issues relating to policy development in line with the agreed action plans. In November 2017
Council will review the Society’s overall strategy and progress since the last review in 2014.



