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Introduction by the Chairman 
 

The Council has met on four occasions since the Annual General Meeting in 2015 to conduct the 
routine business of the Society. An ad-hoc steering group (chair, vice-chair, secretary and 
treasurer) meets prior to each full Council to set an agenda. 
 

The Society's programme is fully covered below; the Society is indebted to Paul Auchterlonie for 
the very efficient way in which all our meetings are managed.  The Society’s two publications - the 
Devon Historian and the Devon History News (two issues) - continue to attract critical acclaim, the 
former for its scholarly contribution to the county’s history and the latter for its stimulating 
impulse to research and enquiry. I am very grateful to both editors for the high standard they set. 
 

The Council has embarked upon developing a new web-site which will come on stream this 
autumn. The new replaces the old, blog-style web-site. It should provide the Society with a much 
more efficient tool for its users. In particular, we hope (over time) that the great preponderance of 
bookings and payments, whether for events or membership, will be done on-line. 
 

At the end of July, Todd Gray kindly hosted a meeting at which the various ‘key players’ in Devon’s 
history were represented: ourselves, along with the Devonshire Association, the Friends of Devon 
Archives, the Devonshire Archaeological Society, the Devon Family History Society and so on. The 
Society is committed to working closely with its sister- organisations in promoting the study of 
Devon’s past in its many manifestations. I am grateful to Todd for his hospitality. 
 

The Society continues its support for and involvement in a variety of research projects. Fishing and 
Food Supply in WW1 comes to a conclusion with this year’s AGM and conference. The ‘Devon 
Remembers” project on WW1 continues into 1918. The Early Victorian Schools project continues 
into 2017 - and maybe beyond. This last has shown what can be achieved by a small group working 
together and suggests strongly that there are many, many subjects which such groups, with a 
leader’s encouragement, can tackle. 
 

This year the Society has awarded two prizes for books published about Devon’s history, The 
W.G.Hoskins Prize and the Devon Book of the Year.  The Dissertation Prize continues and we have 
recently launched a new history award for schools.  Primary schools are invited to submit project 
work undertaken by pupils in researching the history of their school.  The overall winner will 
receive a framed certificate and a prize of a book for the school library.    
 

At this AGM, we bid farewell to Professor Bruce Coleman, who has served us so well as president 
over the past three years. Ann Bond stands down as Treasurer; I am conscious of the great debt 
we owe her. (Ann remains a Council member.)  As a new Chairman, I am very grateful to my 
colleagues for their help and support. 
 
 
 



 

 

The Council    Council members for the year 2015/16 were: 
 

Paul Auchterlonie, Programme Secretary  
Jane Bliss, Editor, The Devon Historian  
Ann Bond, Treasurer  
James Daybell 
Claire Donovan (resigned June 2016) 
Henry French  
Todd Gray 
Andrew Jones, Chairman 
Judy Moss, Membership and Bookings Secretary 
Julia Neville, Vice-Chair and link for Affiliated Societies 
Martin Smith, Web-site manager 
Viv Styles, Secretary 
Chris Wakefield, Editor, Devon History News  
Jan Wood 
 

Membership 
Category AGM 2015 AGM 2016 

   

Individual 210  211  

Household 18 19  

Life 35 36  

Affiliated 64 68  

Corporate 17 16 

Honorary 7 6  

No Fees [5] [5] 

TOTAL 351 [356] 356 [361] 
 

INDIVIDUALS:  Throughout the year there has been a loss of members due to resignation, death, 
infirmity and moving out of county.  We have to report the death of Professor Robert Parker.  
Recently, more people were dropped from the list for underpayment and non-payment. 
However, new joiners have made up the difference, holding Individual Membership numbers 
steady. 
 

HOUSEHOLD: Similarly, some removed for non-payment, made up for by new members. 
 

LIFE MEMBERS: Professor Mark Brayshay, our President Elect, has become a Life Member. 
 

AFFILIATED MEMBERSHIP: Though one society has resigned, and two dropped through lack of 
contact, there is still net growth in numbers for which thanks is due to Julia Neville's continued 
work in raising the profile of the Devon History Society among local history societies in the county. 
 

CORPORATE MEMBERS and “NO FEES” section:  
There are 16 organisations paying Corporate membership rate, and 5 people or entities who 
receive our printed output at no charge.  These latter are: The Devon and Exeter Institution, the 
reviews editor of the British Association for Local Historians, and three organisations with which 
we are legally required to lodge our material, i.e. The British Library, The Legal Deposit Library in 
Edinburgh, and The Copyright Office.   



 

 

The Society of Genealogists has resigned from the Corporate list. 
 

In our drive to reduce printing and postage costs, at this time only 19% of members receive the 
Newsletters and events information and booking forms electronically, a small increase on last 
year's 16%. 
 

The Annual Programme 
 

The programme for the second half of 2015 began with the AGM and Conference which took place 
on October 10th at the University of Exeter’s Streatham Campus on the theme of Town and 
Country in Victorian and Edwardian Devon and attracted an attendance of over 70;  the main 
speakers were Dr. Andrew Jones, Dr. Clare Maudling, Dr. Julia Neville and Ann Bond, with 
contributions from members of several  Affiliated Societies, including Heather Culpin form 
Sampford Peverell, Peter Mason from Lustleigh and members of the East Dartmoor Study Group. 
The year concluded with a workshop/seminar on “How to Engage More People of Your 
Community in the Work of Your Local History Group” with Barbara Bender, which was held on 
October 28th at the Ashburton Town Hall, and the third and final Local History Skills Seminar, held 
at the Devon Heritage Centre on November 9th.  
 

2016 began with a Symposium in the Devon Heritage Centre, Exeter on February 15th, on Thomas 
à Becket and Devon; after an introduction to the cult of St. Thomas by Helen Birkett, and a lecture 
on the Becket Casket and its iconography by Claire Donovan, members of various Affiliated 
Societies described the churches dedicated to Saint Thomas in Devon and the connections of some 
of his assassins with the county. This was followed, on February 27th, by the first of two study 
days on Early Victorian Schools in Devon held in Exeter. 
 

The Society’s 2016 Spring Meeting was hosted by Lympstone History Society on April 23rd, when 
Graham Banks introduced us to the history of Lympstone, Ralph Rochester talked about “Five 
Lympstone Worthies”, and we were treated to a special viewing on the documentary film “Tied to 
the Tide”, about Lympstone’s last sea-going trawler the Compass Rose, and its skipper, Jason 
Ingham. After an excellent lunch, we had the chance to explore Lympstone and its parish church 
with some very knowledgeable guides. 
 

In May, the Society collaborated with the Historical Association, Plymouth Branch, with a jointly-
sponsored lecture by Nigel Overton on “Amateurs and Artists: Early Photography and Plymouth”, 
followed by Hugh Meller talking about the “Country Houses of Devon” on May 12th in Exeter and 
Elly Babbedge on “Poor Law Records: Researching Illegitimacy, Poverty and Lunacy in a Mid-Devon 
Village” on June 1st in Crediton. 
 

The Summer Meeting on June 18th was hosted by Holsworthy History Society who gathered a 
splendid array of stalls advertising local history groups in the Memorial Hall, where we enjoyed 
talks by John Addicott on the Court Leet, Shawn Dymond on the Holsworthy World War One 
Project, and by Kivells Auctioneers on Holsworthy Cattle Market, followed by a delicious lunch and 
guided walks, exploring the town, the parish church and the local museum. 
 

The 2015-2016 year concluded with a lecture and seminar at the Devon Heritage Centre on July 
11th, by Scott Pettitt on the Devon Manorial Documents Project, where members were able to 
examine the documents on which the project was based, and, on September 10th, with the 
second Study Day on Early Victorian Schools in Devon, which was also held in Exeter.  



 

 

Research  
 

Three initiatives to encourage county-wide research were supported during the year. The Society 
continued to support the community engagement project on Farming, Fishing and Food Supply in 
Devon during the First World War, led by Professor Henry French and funded by the Arts and 
Humanities Research Council. Essays produced by 15 members of the project were presented in a 
booklet at a national conference organised by the National Archives and the Everyday Lives in War 
engagement centres in September 2016. The research will continue for a further six months and, 
in addition to contributing to the Devon History Society Annual Conference on farming in October 
2016, the project research will be featured in next year’s The Devon Historian, and be the subject 
of a Devon Remembers Heritage Project funded conference in May 2017. 
 

The Early Victorian Schools Research Group has continued to meet. Case studies of the 
development of schools for the poor have already been developed for 16 communities and the 
group has also discussed schools associated with children’s employment in the lace trade and the 
development of ‘middle class’ education. The research is planned to conclude in 2017 which will 
be the 50th anniversary of the publication of Devon Village Schools, by Roger Sellman, an early 
council member of Devon History Society. 
 

Approximately 40 members or members of affiliated societies have been involved in these two 
projects. The Society has also supported more generally the Devon Remembers Heritage Project, 
which continues to engage the county in research and the conservation of archives relating to the 
First World War. DHS members and affiliated societies are engaged in a number of the micro 
projects within the research programme and Julia Neville is a member of the Project Steering 
Group. 
 

The Devon Historian 
 

Volume 85 of the society’s peer-reviewed journal, The Devon Historian, was published in 
September 2016, with a range of articles from medieval Ottery to Victorian North Devon. Demand 
for copies of articles from previous years has built up and the society is investigating ways of 
making these more readily available. 
 

Strategy 
 

In November 2015 Council agreed an action plan for work during the year 2015-2016 and this has 
been reviewed regularly throughout the year.  Council meetings have covered a wide range of 
issues relating to policy development in line with the agreed action plan. Council members have 
received regular updates on archives and local studies services. Development of the website has 
been a key initiative this year, linked to our aims of attracting new members and increasing 
opportunities for publicising the work of the Society. 
 
 
 
 

1st October 2016 

 



 

 

THE DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY 
(Registered Charity No. 262485) 

 

Financial Statement 1 May 2015 – 30 April 2016 
 

Brought forward from 30 April 2014: £5606.16 (plus £4130.69 COIF Deposit Account) 
 

INCOME (£) 2015-2016 2014-2015 

Subscription & donations 6368.00 5309.00 

Book income 397.14 310.17 

AGM & seminars 2661.50 2042.60 

Conferences 0 922.50 

Devon Historian 42.30 0 

Interest on bank accounts 2.67 1.86 

Gift Aid 1143.37 328.97 

Other  0 

GROSS INCOME 10614.98 8915.10 

   
EXPENDITURE (£) 2015-2016 2014-15 

Devon Historian printing and postage 2683.19 2,361.50 

Newsletter printing and postage 1043.42 1,124.03 

Dissertation prizes 250.00 0 

Hoskins Prize 50.00 50.00 

AGM & seminars 4645.55 2,964.25 

Conferences 0 1138.40 

Council and officers meetings 150.00 195.38 

Travel costs 0 33.60 

Book costs  68.40 

Subscription refunds 60.00 125.00 

Insurance (BALH membership) 65.00 65.00 

Postage 132.84 132.55 

Stationery and office equipment 0 17.58 

Photocopying 348.48 454.35 

Website 29.99 0.00 

Flowers & tokens 20.00 0 

Design work 60.00 37.00 

Other 82.50 0 

GROSS EXPENDITURE 9620.97 8767.04 

   
COIF Deposit Account (£)   
Balance  4130.69 
Interest  18.67 

 

Carried forward to 2015-16: £6600.17    (plus £4149.36 COIF Deposit Account) 
 

Ann Bond, Hon. Treasurer 

 


