
HUNTSHAM NOTES 
      These Notes can be purchased from Lindsay Wall, at Hayes House [Tel: 01398 361310]. 

1.  AFTER MANY YEARS - MEMORIES OF THE WEST COUNTRY by Angelina Dyke Dunn (nee Troyte).   
Angelina Troyte wrote this lively account around 1910 about her childhood in Devon in the mid 
nineteenth century.   Not only is it interesting as a social history document but also a revealing insight 
into the character of her father. Arthur Henry Dyke Acland Troyte. who inherited Huntsham Estate in 
1852.  [24pp]  £3 

2. A MISSING CHURCH CROSS by David Wall.    A reference from 1937 led to this account of a hunt for 
a possible mediaeval cross in Huntsham churchyard.  [6pp]  £1 

3. EMILY JOSEPHINE SCHNITZER by Juliet Lunn.  This is an intriguing and well researched early 19th 
century family mystery involving the surprising life at Huntsham Court.  [16pp]  £2 

4. HUNTSHAM’S CURIOUS GRANITE WHEEL by David Wall.   An investigation into a  curious granite 
wheel found by a Huntsham resident’s dog in a rhododendron thicket.  [14pp]  £2 

5. THE OLD PARSONAGE – A BRIEF HISTORY by Peter Thompson and Roy Arnott.  The    detailed history 
of Huntsham’s possibly oldest remaining building, as told by two of its owners.  [30pp]  £3 

6. KATIE’S HONEYMOON  from the letters of Katharine Acland Troyte.  Katharine  married Charles 
Acland Troyte in 1864  and their honeymoon in Europe was probably paid for by her parents.  This 
set of ten letters sent to her mother is part of a collection of letters donated to Huntsham Society 
and now on permanent loan to Devon Record Office.  [18pp]  £2 

7. MEMORIES OF HUNTSHAM by Richard John (Dick) Gould.  Dick wrote this account of his happy 
childhood holidays in the 1920s and 1930s at Huntsham Court, giving a revealing insight into the 
working life of a Devon Country House before the second World War.  [34pp]  £3  

8. HUNTSHAM by Olive Greenslade.  This is a reprint of a  charming account of the history of Huntsham,  
written in 1981  by a former Huntsham School teacher.  It  was the inspiration for the later, much 
enlarged, Huntsham Book.  [22pp]  £3 

9. MEMORIES OF DAIRY FARMING by Jean Goddard.  Born in 1934 and brought up on  local farms this 
is an interesting personal account of mid-20th century dairying.  [10pp]  £1 

10. HUNTSHAM MILL  by John Wilson. The existence of a ‘Huntsham Mill’ on the 1840 tithe map 
prompted questions as to what it was and what happened to it.  The mill pond, old leats and roads 
are re-discovered and the probable reason why the Redwood family gave up the business. [14pp]   £2 

11.  ALL SAINTS, HUNTSHAM GRAVEYARD MAP AND MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS by Dorothy 
Southward, Shirley Prescott, Claire de la Motte & Andrew Veal.  This is an invaluable guide to the 
graves, their inscriptions and locations in Huntsham churchyard that will be of great use to those 
searching for graves of ancestors.  [26pp]   £3 

12. CHANGE RINGING AT HUNTSHAM AND THE FINE & ATTENDANCE BOOK by Michael R. Hatchett.  The 
lucky discovery of the Fine & Attendance Book on the internet was the motive for Mike Hatchett to 
describe the art of change-ringing and how it began at All Saints, Huntsham, through the pioneering 
enthusiasm of Charles Troyte, his two brothers and Huntsham villagers in the mid-19th century.  
[32pp]  £3 

13. THE OLD HUNTSHAM COURT by Sean O’Regan.  This Note is an abridged version of the author’s BA 
(Hons) thesis in Archaeological Studies.  Through trial excavations and a thorough literary research it 
gives an understanding of how the Old Court developed, where it was located and its architectural 
style.  [26pp]  £3 

14. THE ROAD BUILDER OF HUNTSHAM by John Wilson.  Historical maps and documents are found that 
show how Arthur Acland Troyte, on taking over a seriously dilapidated Huntsham Estate in 1852, 
transformed Huntsham’s narrow, muddy lane connections to the outside world by building two well-
designed and well-constructed  roads, north to Bampton and south to Uplowman.  Huntsham owes 
much to this remarkable man  [17 pp]  £2 

15. HUNTSHAM HEDGES by David & Lindsay Wall.  There is a great variety of plant species in the 
hedgerows around Huntsham and the authors have investigated their composition using different 



survey techniques.  The results show that the typical earth bank hedges date back to 18th and 19th 
century commons enclosures and, although dominated by beech, are rich or even super-rich in 
species.   [31pp]  £3 

16. VOICES FROM THE PAST edited by Andrew Veal-Cox & David Wall.  The unaltered transcript from 
interviews recorded by an unknown interviewer in 1993 with a number of life-long villagers about 
many aspects of their life during the first half of the 20th century. [21pp] £3 

17. HUNTSHAM DRAINS by David Wall and John Wilson.  The story behind the Drainage Plan of 
Huntsham Estate.  Arthur Troyte took out a huge loan of £20,000 (£2,700,000 in today’s money) in 
the 1850s from the South West Drainage Company for improvement of the Estate farms.  This note 
is based on a large-scale map on vellum, (in the possession of Richard Cross) showing the location of 
drainage pipes throughout the Estate, and an 1880 document entitled Huntsham Court Drainage in 
the possession of  Devon Record Office.  [13pp] £2 

18. THE RESTORATION OF HUNTSHAM CHURCH 1854 – 1856, a paper written by Rev. J. J. B. Hughes 
1859.  Rev Hughes was a friend of Arthur Acland Troyte while he was Headmaster of Blundell’s School 
and Curate of Chevithorne Parish church.  He witnessed Arthur’s  restoration  of Huntsham church, 
and this is a detailed and accurate account of the main features. 

19. HUNTSHAM SAWMILLS AND THE TUNNEL by John Wilson.  Intrigued by a reference to village 
‘sawmills’ in 1854 in a book by John Acland of 1904 the author found evidence of drains, leats and a 
pond constructed for driving a water wheel in historical maps. This cleverly solves at last the mystery 
of the tunnel in ‘tunnel path’.  [12pp] £2 

20. HUNTSHAM WEATHER AND CLIMATE by Andrew Foxford.  A comprehensive analysis and description 
of 57 years of weather recording at Castle Farm, now an official Meteorological Climate Station, and 
how the author as a farmer uses the records.  The significance of the nearby radar ‘golf ball’ dome is 
explained and the impact of climate change on local farming is discussed.  [28pp] £3. 

21. HUNTSHAM ESTATE SUCCESSION  by Janet Ross (Formerly Janet Cross). The explanatory story of how 
Anthony Assheton  Cross (Tony) and his wife Janet came to  live at Huntsham Barton and inherit 
Huntsham Estate.  [9pp} £2.  

22. MY LIFE IN HUNTSHAM by Joyce Foxford.  Born in 1941 at Whittenhayes Joyce has lived in the 
Huntsham area all her life.  Readers will be fascinated by her stories and her part in the history of 
Huntsham.  [16pp] £2.       

23. CHILDHOOD MEMORIES OF CUDMORE FARM by Jennifer McCaig.  Cudmore was farmed by James 
Summers from the 1940s-1960s and Jennifer visited her grandfather there as a child on long holidays 
most summers with her parents and sister.  She has wonderful recollections that bring alive farming 
life in those days.  [15pp] £2. 

24. NEWCOMERS IN HUNTSAM by Janet Ross (formerly Janet Cross).  This is a well written and 
entertaining sequel to Huntsham Note 21.  Janet describes the trials and tribulations of arriving with 
husband Tony as impecunious newcomer farmers in Huntsham in 1968, learning and enjoying a 
variety of on-farm jobs and eventually through hard work and some luck initiating a successful 
equestrian enterprise.   In between the farm work she recollects several amusing, and some strange 
incidents. [27pp] £3. 

25. ALL SAINTS CHURCHYARD FLORA AND FUNGI by Rob Large, Tim Britton and Michael Cane.  This is a 
beautifully illustrated and designed booklet listing an amazing total of 120 species of flowers and 25 
fungi, including a remarkable 19 species of waxcaps, that have become established in the churchyard 
over some 800 years. Now designated a County Wildlife Site in recognition of its importance it is a 
credit to careful and deliberate management with this in mind over at least 35 years.  [25pp] £3. 

 

 


