
 

DHS Book Awards 2023 
 

 

Local Society Award 
 
WINNER   Buckland Brewer History Group: Buckland Brewer 1800-1970: A 
Rural Parish and its People (Ilfracombe: Blue Poppy Publishing) 

 

 

Academic Award  

 

WINNER   Mark Stoyle: A Murderous Midsummer: the Western Rising of 1549 
(New Haven: Yale U.P.)  

 
HIGHLY COMMENDED   Malcolm Cross: A House by the River : West Indian 
Wealth in West Devon: Money, Sex and Power over Three Centuries (Oxford: 
Signal Books) 
 
 
 

WG Hoskins Award 
 
 JOINT WINNER   Penny Bayer: The Clear Countenance : the Colesworthys of 
Topsham and Exeter and the Society of Friends, 1645-1755 (Topsham: Black Oar 
Publications) 

 
JOINT WINNER   Phil Ward: Holbeton: New Perspectives on a South Devon 
Village (Exeter: Short Run Press)  
 

 
 
Devon Book of the Year 
 
WINNER   Mark Stoyle: A murderous midsummer : the Western Rising of 1549 
(New Haven: Yale  U.P) 
 

 

 
Dissertation Award 2023 
 
John Skilling: ‘A Foul Conspiracy Concocted by the Vilest of Men’: The 
Unseating of John Pender, M.P. for Totnes  (University of Plymouth) 

 


