The DEVON HISTORY SOCIETY BOOK AWARDS 2019

The Devon History Society exists to promote the study of all aspects of Devon’s history and each July the
panel considers all historical books about this county published during the previous year. Six authors
received prestigious book awards at the Annual General Meeting of the society on Saturday 12™ October
2019. The successful authors received certificates in the category of winner or highly commended. 2019
sees the 50™ anniversary of the founding of the society and, in recognition of the collaborative work done
by local history societies, a new award has been created for the Local History Society Book of the Year in
addition to the W.G.Hoskins Prize and the Book of the Year Award.

DEVON BOOK OF THE YEAR
The Devon Book of the Year award is given to the most outstanding work from any
¢ historian writing about Devon history and represents a significant addition to
' academic study of the subject. This year’s winning author is Peter Maunder for his
X O book, Tiverton Cloth: The Story of the Town's Woollen Trade, 1475 - 1815,
published 5™ November 2018. This comprehensive volume charts the many and
varied aspects of the history of the woollen trade, from its beglnnmgs at the end of
the fifteenth century, right through to its demise in the early
nineteenth. The history covers in detail the people and their
stories linking them to sites in today’s Tiverton.
Highly Commended for Book of the Year was awarded to ’ -.BEE '
Stephen Banfield his book Music in the West Country: Social NELEALEAIGILUY ﬁ
and Cultural History across an English Region. (Published 16%" February 2018). This T
is the first regional history of music in England, ranging over seven hundred years
from the minstrels and cathedral choristers of the fourteenth century to the Bristol
Sound of the 1990s, presenting a portrait of the unique features of Devon.

TIVERT ON CLOTH

W.G.HOSKINS PRIZE
Professor William George Hoskins (1908-1992) played a leading role in establishing the previously
marginalised discipline of local history as an academic subject, both through his writings and work as the
first head of the Department for English Local History at Leicester. The W.G.Hoskins Prize is awarded in
memory of the historian and is awarded to new or emerging authors in any
SALCOMBE category of Devon history. This year’s winner of the W.G.Hoskins Prize is Roger
ahooaer X ok Barrett for his book Salcombe: Schooner Port: A Maritime History of Salcombe
and its Merchant Sailing Vessels in the Nineteenth Century. (Published 23 March
- 2018)
| Salcombe Maritime Museum curator, Roger Barrett, has written the first
comprehensive account of Salcombe's heyday as a shipbuilding and ship owning
port, famed for its clipper fruit schooners. Beautifully illustrated, it tells the story
of the Haven's maritime community in the nineteenth century and describes the
ships, their trades and the men and women who built, owned and sailed them.
Many of the illustrations are in the Salcombe Maritime Museum collection.
HIGHLY COMMENDED for the W.G.Hoskins Prize is STUART DRABBLE
for his book Haytor granite: a celebration. (Published December 2018).
This painstakingly researched book is the outcome of a four-year
research project charting the history of the Haytor granite industry on Aceim
Dartmoor. With a focus on the early 19% century, when the commercial ;
extraction of granite was developed by the Templer family of Stover,
the book tells the story of the people who managed the industry as well
as giving many examples of the uses of Haytor granite in numerous i
buildings and structures across Britain. The year 2020 will see the bicentenary of the opening of the
Haytor granite rail track in 1820 and the book is published in celebration of that achievement.
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LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY BOOK OF THE YEAR
The winner of the new award for Local History Society Book of the Year is The Lustleigh Society for the
book In the Footsteps of the Victorians: Aspects of change in the Wrey Valley and
FOOTST e 6 The Surrounding area 1837 — 1901. (Published 23™ May 2018). The book comprises the
VICTORIANS work of ten local history researchers involved in the heritage project funded by

Aspects of change in the Wrey Valley

e Moor Than Meets the Eye, an initiative supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund to

1837-1901

improve understanding of the history of Dartmoor. In the Footsteps of the Victorians
presents research by volunteers from Dartmoor communities looking at the history
of the Wrey Valley and the surrounding area on the Eastern edge of Dartmoor
during the Victorian period. There is a particular focus on the social and economic
changes brought about by the arrival of the railway in the

Sampford Peverell

1960s. The category of highly commended is awarded to during the

First World War

SAMFORD PEVERELL SOCIETY for the book Sampford
Peverell during the First World War published 15t November 2018. This is the
history of a Devon Village during the First World War, with biographies of the
twenty-four men who died, and the 101 men and women who took part in the
war and survived. The book also covers recruitment, the role of women, State
regulation, farming and food production.

The Devon History Society would like to offer warmest congratulations to all
winners.
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