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DEVON BOOK OF THE YEAR 2017

WINNER: PETER BEACHAM, Editor

Buckfast Abbey - History, Art and Architecture

Buc I\[ ast \l)bey As part of the Abbey’s preparation for its millennial celebrations in 2018, a
History, Artand Architoctutess beautiful and authoritative new book has been commissioned to chronicle
the remarkable story of the Abbey from 1018 to the present day. Eleven
nationally renowned experts have contributed accounts of its history, art
and architecture. Its 262 pages are lavishly illustrated with many specially
commissioned photographs, maps, plans and reconstruction drawings.

Y

t n il r m[ Tr B8 The first monastery was founded in 1018 and absorbed into the Cistercian

order in 1147, but was dissolved during the Reformation. The site fell into
" disrepair, and in the early 19th century a Gothic-style mansion was built on
the abbey ruins. A group of exiled French Benedictine monks settled at
AT Buckfast in 1882 and eventually decided to rebuild the medieval abbey
church themselves: the first stone was laid in 1907 and consecration took place in 1932. In this elegant, authoritative
book, essays by distinguished historians explore, among other subjects, the history of the abbey from its Saxon
origins to the Dissolution; the architecture of the medieval church; the abbey site without the monks; the
Benedictine revival; the rebuilding of the abbey under the architect Frederick Walters; the abbey's silver and
metalwork; the art and architecture of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, built in 1968; and the recent redevelopment
of the precinct. Generously illustrated throughout with not only plans, drawings and photographs gathered from the
vast Buckfast archive but also new images of the abbey church, the plethora of other buildings on site and the

meticulously tended grounds, Buckfast Abbey is a fitting tribute to a unique monastery and community.

e Hardcover: 272 pages

e Publisher: Merrell Publishers Ltd (12 Sept. 2017)
e lLanguage: English

e ISBN-10: 1858946506

e [SBN-13:978-1858946504



W.G.HOSKINS PRIZE 2017
JOINT WINNER:

MARTIN GRAEBE

As | Walked Out: Sabine Baring-Gould and the Search for the Folk Songs of Devon and Cornwall

Shortly before his death, the Devonshire-born cleric, writer and antiquarian,
’qf / Wa/éea Ollt Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924) wrote: 'To this day | consider that the

: _ recovery of our West Country melodies has been the principal achievement
abx:;::g;i?g:vnd;::cs;:n;“ of my life." Though there have been a number of biographies of this Victorian
polymath, none has looked in detail at his role as a leading figure in the
English folk song. Most of Baring-Gould's childhood was spent travelling in
Europe with his family. Away from the influences of a conventional
education he explored the mythology, romances and folklore of northern
Europe and took particular delight in the Icelandic sagas. He entered the
church at the age of thirty and became a curate in Yorkshire where he
accumulated folk tales, riddles and the first of the thousands of traditional
songs he collected during his long life. He inherited the Lew Trenchard estate
in Devon to become both squire and parson of this little parish. It was in
1888 that a chance remark at dinner prompted his hunt for old songs in the
area around his home. From Lew Trenchard he travelled around Devon and
Cornwall to meet the singers in their pubs and their cottages and to coax

them to part with their old songs. He used his celebrity status as a leading
novelist and writer to bring the folk songs of the West Country to a wider
audience through his publications, lectures, costume concerts and the first folk opera, Red Spider, based on one of
his novels and on songs he had heard. The books of songs that he published have been criticised for the way in which
he edited them for publication, striking out coarse material or rewriting songs but, in doing so, he was
acknowledging the limits and demands of public taste of his time. Martin Graebe has been fascinated by Baring-
Gould for many years, but the re-discovery of a large quantity of his personal papers in 1992 propelled him towards
a re-evaluation of Baring-Gould's work on folk song. What he has uncovered is a fascinating collaborative project
between Baring-Gould and the musicians, singers and ordinary members of the public in Devon and Cornwall. He
also looks at his relationships with other folk song collectors such as Lucy Broadwood, Ralph Vaughan Williams and
Cecil Sharp. This book will be of interest, not just to enthusiasts for English folk song, but also to those who wish to
know more about their place in the lives of the ordinary people of the late nineteenth century.

Paperback: 426 pages

Publisher: Signal Books Ltd. (28 Sept. 2017)
Language: English

ISBN-10: 1909930539

ISBN-13: 978-1909930537



W.G.HOSKINS PRIZE 2017

JOINT WINNER:

ROBERT WATERHOUSE

The Tavistock Canal: Its History and Archaeology

wert Waterhouse

[~

e Paperback: 538 pages

e ISBN-10: 0993502148
e ISBN-13:978-0993502149

Published by the Trevithick Society, “The Tavistock Canal: Its History and
Archaeology” is the work of Robert Waterhouse and is published to mark the
bicentenary of the canal’s opening. As well as telling the canal’s story, the
book contains detailed archaeological drawings of the canal’s structures; it
also covers the mines linked with the canal, other associated industries and
the plateway and railway systems in the vicinity. It is a large volume of some
550 pages, in an A4 format to do justice to the author’s remarkable diagrams.
The book will also have an accompanying DVD to do justice to the largest and

most detailed drawings.

Publisher: Trevithick Society (31 Oct. 2017)
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DARREN MARSH

Exeter's Royal Clarence Hotel

Exeter’s
Royal Clarence Hotel

DARREN'MARSH

e Hardcover

Newly published history of The Royal Clarence Hotel, one of the landmark
buildings in Exeter in the south west of England. Exeter's Royal Clarence
Hotel shot into the newspaper headlines in October 2016 after a major
fire destroyed most of the building. This makes Devon writer Darren
Marsh's new work more timely than ever. A beautifully illustrated
hardback covers the architecture, social history, food and drink,
celebrities and transport associated with the Royal Clarence. The cloth
bound quarto book is illustrated with more than 140 images, many in
colour and previously unpublished. It has been published by the Devon &
Exeter Institution.

Publisher: The Devon and Exeter Institution (15 May 2017)

e ISBN-10: 0993017223
e ISBN-13:978-0993017223

e See the author’s website here


https://rchbooksales.wixsite.com/darren-marsh

