
Devon History Society Awards 2015 
 

 The Devon History Society W.G.Hoskins book of the year 2014 is awarded to  
Mark Stoyle  
for his book Water in the City: The Aqueducts and Underground Passages of Exeter 

 

 The Devon History Society W.G.Hoskins book of the year 2014 

 Category of Highly Commended is awarded to  
Nicholas Orme  
for his book The Churches of Medieval Exeter 

 

 The Devon History Society W.G.Hoskins book of the year 2014 

 Category of Highly Commended is awarded to  
Malcolm Walker and David Davies      
for their book  Heavenly Harmony: Organs and Organists of Exeter Cathedral 

 
 

Water in the City : The Aqueducts and Underground Passages of Exeter 

Mark Stoyle  

The book provides a richly illustrated history of Exeter's famous underground passages-and of the city's sophisticated system of 

public water supply during the medieval and early modern periods. The aqueduct tunnels are a vivid testament to the skill of the 

medieval craftsmen who built them, and cannot be paralleled anywhere else in Britain. 

ISBN/EAN: 9780859898775   Publisher: University of Exeter Press 

 The Churches of Medieval Exeter  

Nicholas Orme 

Medieval Exeter was a religious city containing nearly seventy churches, chapels, 
monasteries, and almshouses, as well as private oratories, holy wells, and standing 
crosses. This book explains why this huge number of buildings came into being from 
about the eleventh century onwards. It shows what they existed to do and how they 
interacted with one another and with lay people in the old walled city and the 
surrounding areas of St Thomas, Heavitree and Topsham.  

 
ISBN: 9781907605512 

 

Heavenly Harmony 

 Malcolm Walker & David Davies 

 
Heavenly Harmony tells the fascinating story of the organs and organists of Exeter Cathedral. 
Beginning in 1284 when Roger de Ropford and his wife and heirs were given responsibility for 
making bells for the cathedral and repairing the clock and organ, the book contains pen portraits 
of all of the cathedral’s organists since the late sixteenth century and also mentions assistant 
organists, masters of the choristers and many of those who pumped the bellows in the days 
before electric blowers. The story of those appointed to play the organs is one of variable 
standards of behaviour and musicianship, from the high quality of the decades before the Civil 
War, through the nadir of cathedral music in the eighteenth century, to the brilliance of today. 
This book addresses questions including: who built and repaired the organs of the cathedral down 

the centuries? How have the organs evolved and why? What happened to the organ during the English Civil War? How badly damaged was the organ 
when a bomb struck the cathedral in 1942? 
Malcolm Walker is an Exeter Cathedral guide and has long been a parish church organist and choirmaster. Now retired, he was an academic at 
Cardiff University for thirty years.  David Davies is assistant director of music at Exeter Cathedral. Educated at Magdalen College Oxford, and Yale 

University, he has had a lifelong interest in practical organ-building. 

ISBN: 9781907605659 
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