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 This book is the product of two core elements – first, photographs 
taken between 1860 and 1940 of the last days of Dartmoor’s high 
moorland tin industry and, secondly, recollection of those days from 
the people of Dartmoor themselves. Both components have been 
gathered by Tom Greeves since about 1970, involving countless 
conversations, correspondence and journeys, even to America. Three 
important mines are the focus of this book – Hexworthy, Vitifer and 
Golden Dagger. Unique images of people and machinery bring to life 
the sites that have now been reclaimed by the moor, and the voices of 
those once involved in Dartmoor’s pre-eminent industry are heard 
again. 

THE AUTHOR 

Tom Greeves MA, PhD, is a cultural environmentalist who is a leading 

authority on the archaeology and history of Dartmoor. Since 1998 he 

has been chairman of the Dartmoor Society and he has been President 

of the Devonshire Association 2015-2016. His varied career has included being Sites & Monuments Officer 

for Devon and archaeologist for Dartmoor National Park. 
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WINNER:   PAMELA VASS 
http://www.boundstonebooks.co.uk/the-power-of-three.html 

One of the original pioneers of the computer was born over 200 years 

ago in Great Torrington in the West of England. His name was Thomas 

Fowler.  

This book reveals the pride and passion of a charismatic self-taught 

inventor who was  determined to succeed despite his humble origins and 

unorthodox path to mathematical brilliance 

It is a story of stunning resilience and ingenuity in the face of professional 

prejudice, betrayal and heart-breaking twists of fate. 

It is a story of an invention destined to re-write the history of computing.  
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HIGHLY COMMENDED   ELLY BABBEDGE 
 Most villages have secrets to hide. Cheriton Fitzpaine can boast a 

martyrdom, double murder of parents, a case of lunacy and an 

unscrupulous yeoman farmer and a pregnant serving girl, but the way 

that the community responded to each of these speaks volumes, and 

demonstrates the shared values and beliefs of this close-knit, tucked-

away community....... This self-published book hopes to capture 

something of the essence of community in Cheriton Fitzpaine: the way 

villagers faced local and national crises, their response to the less 

fortunate and to illegitimacy, and their shared attitudes to resolving 

disputes over property and relationships. For genealogists there is a 

comprehensive names index. 
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HIGHLY COMMENDED   FREDDIE HUXTABLE 

The Devon & Somerset Railway (D&SR) was born out of an 1845 plan to 
build a North Devon Railway from Taunton to Launceston via 
Barnstaple. Even though the project had Brunel as its engineer, it failed 
to get off the ground. Almost twenty years then lapsed until a proposal 
was mooted to build a railway from Taunton to Ilfracombe via 
Barnstaple. This 1863 plan became the Devon & Somerset Railway Act 
of 29th July 1864 and the line subsequently took another nine years to 
build. Fraught with difficulties of a financial and legal nature (including 
the abortive Ilfracombe Railway project with the L&SWR), and with a 
four year hiatus during construction, the fact that it was finally 
completed was a testament to Victorian engineering and perseverance. 
Built to the broad gauge and opened in two stages - Norton Fitzwarren 
to Wiveliscombe in 1871 and Wiveliscombe to Barnstaple in 1873 - the 
line was operated by the Bristol & Exeter Railway until that company 
was taken over by the GWR in 1876. After several financial 

reconstructions, the D&SR was eventually absorbed by the GWR in 1901. The line was converted to 
standard gauge in 1881 and there were a number of station improvements over it's life, the most 
substantial being the upgrades of the late 1930s. In 1963, Dr Beeching's report earmarked the line for 
closure and, despite a brief reprieve, it was axed on 3rd October 1966, after a life of just ninety-three 
years. This railway has previously had little written about it, hence this being the first of two volumes 
which will cover its history and route in great detail. In Volume 1, author Freddie Huxtable looks at the 
line's construction, early years and development, followed by its decline and closure. It begins with a brief 
history of the area it served and ends with a review of the current status of the route. 
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