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The W.G.Hoskins Prize  

Awarded to:  

Hugh Meller 
The COUNTRY HOUSES of DEVON 
 
This new publication describes more than 
400 of Devon’s most notable country houses 
in lively detail. Their owners & architectural 
history, their estates, ancillary buildings & 
gardens are all included. Over 1,000 old and 
new photographs, drawings, maps and 
sketch-plans, many published for the first 
time, illustrate the text. In two volumes.  
 
ISBN 9780952434146 

 

The Devon Book of the Year 

Awarded to: 

Matthew Kelly 
Quartz and Feldspar   
Dartmoor: A British Landscape in Modern 
Times 
 

What is modern Dartmoor and what should it be? Did 
druids officiate here? Can the bog be drained and crops 
grown? Is it the place for a prison? And what of its people's 
future, and the fate of its ponies, cows and sheep? This 
book provides answers to these questions. 
 
VINTAGE    2015       ISBN: 9780224091138 
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The W.G.Hoskins Prize  

Michael Rhodes 
Devon’s Torre Abbey 
Faith, Politics and Grand Designs  
 

Torre Abbey is an archaeological site of national 
importance. Founded in 1196, it became the 
wealthiest English monastery of the order of 
Premonstratensian canons. The extent of its 
survival makes Torre Abbey the best preserved 
medieval abbey in Devon and Cornwall. This 
book is the first complete history of Torre 
Abbey. It is based on the latest historical and 
architectural research, and is richly illustrated 
throughout. 
 

The History Press,  2015 

Nigel Browne 
Six Centuries of Organ Building in Devon 
 
 

The earliest information about the presence of organs in 
Devon comes from the Fabric Rolls of Exeter Cathedral 
which records that money was spent on the organ in 1280. 
During most of the following six centuries, up to the start 
of the First World War, organ building was carried out in 
Exeter, and in Plymouth survived through the twentieth 
century. Dr Nigel Browne's book provides the first 
complete account of organ building in Devon and is based 
on extensive studies of various documentary sources as 
well as descriptions of surviving instruments.  

 

At The Sign of the Pipe, Birling, Kent, 2015.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 John Allan, Nat Alcock, David Dawson  
West Country Households, 1500-1700 
 

During the last forty years, South-West England has been 
the focus of some of the most significant work on the early 
modern house and household in Britain. Its remarkable 
wealth of vernacular buildings has been the object of much 
attention, while the area has also seen productive 
excavations of early modern household goods, shedding 
new light on domestic history. This collection of papers, 
written by many of the leading specialists in these fields, 
presents a number of essays summarizing the overall 
understanding of particular themes and places, alongside 
case studies which publish some of the most remarkable 
discoveries. 
 

Society for Post Medieval Archaeology Monograph 2015 
 

Derek Gore 
The Vikings in the West Country 
 

This book is the first to bring together and 
analyse the Vikings in the West Country. It covers 
both the First and Second Viking Age, conquest, 
the fall of kingdoms, raids, hoards, metalwork, 
stone sculptures and place names. It provides 
from Dorset to south-western Cornwall a great 
sense of how the Vikings contributed to the 
diversity and the development of the West 
Country, “Wessex” and England. 
 

Mint Press  Exeter 2015 
 ISBN  9781903356654  
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